LEGAL ASPECTS OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN CLARESVILLE

. By V. C, Moffiltt

Tollowing the Clarxsville Sesqui-Centennlial in 193, Dr.

P. P. Claxton thought that it would be pcod to have A& Paceant

depicting the history of the institutions that at one tinme
occupied the grounds and buildings wherc Austln Peay Noraal
(Tenn. Rural Teachers College) is now located. After several
conferences wlth faculty members snd others he decided to
present the Pageant in the o1l of 1938, He asked if I would
assune part of the responsiblliity, such es collecting date,
srranglng scenes, and agsisting in the menuscript.

he first scene was to be the acgulsition of the grounds
snd securing the charter and the organization of the first i
Board of Trustees. With thls scerie ‘the paceant would unfold }
the development and growth to the present date, including A.P.N, oo

An excellent idea - as ideas go. T was onthused. TNothing,
I thought could be wore interesting and insitructive than to n
follow hthe higher educatlional interest &nd developrent .of the. ,
cul tured people of clarksville from the beginning to thse present,

Six years havé nov passed and 1 an atill working on that
firast scene. Lost Intercat, indifference, laziness, ate., Fou

. say. Yes, perhaps one, or all. But before you pess judgaent. I

wish to submit my case.

Any pageent of this kind must be historically accurate in
every detail. FHerely filllng a scenc with beautiful words and
g picturesgue setting and negleect the real developuent, struggles,
and hardships is to destroy it of all its human side.  This
first scene therefore mygst nave & solid foundation. I declded .
to collect all the essentlal historical facts for the pageant
ss the first step. Difficultles not antlcipated arose. The
records vegan to reveal an older instlitiation then I had planned.
M™e Centennlal Pageant ldea began to fade, and a deslire for a
complete history of Hlgher Education in Clarksville developed,

I hed overlooked two facts very essentigl in collectlng
this information. The first is thab many of our earlier southern
ingtitutions of hishser learning ltept inadequate records. They
d1d not see tho value of such records. The other was that the
cducation of gzirls was provided for after that of boys, and in
many cases many years after. ©_ ‘

Most of ny sparea tine has been spent in an attempt to
locate the transfer or sale of propecrty from the boginning of -
the use of the grewads for an tnshitution of learninz. TFor 1l
davs I searched the pages of the Leef Chronlicle, "Permesseols
oldest Hewspaper." I searchod the panes As early as tha filles’
g0 to about 1080, Tnese coples recorded an institution glready
in operation, and mentloned Clarksville Acadeny.
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fhege rcecords carried ms to the Montzomery County Court
Youse where T spent most of my Christmas Holildays for LG37
searching for the beglming of Clarkaville Academy. T ‘examined
the records from 185L-% back as far as they go dbut found no
information of eny value except a vecord dated Qctober 30, 143k,
establishing Menson's Spring Acadeny, near the Bathel Meetling
House .on the Clarksville-Hopkinsville Road. One of thesge bulld-
ings still renaln, I understand {an old log house); also a
reference to the Publlc Acts of Termessee.

™is carried me to the State Litrery at Nashville whera I
baegan with the Public Acts of 1850 and exemined then cavefully
year by year. Hare the serly records are poorly indexed, dbui
clear and accurate. After ten days of searching - a day, "HOW
and THEN", - things began to unfold. The first interesting
record was found in the. Public Acts on 1847, page 120, passed
December 10, authorlzing the County Academy of Montpgomery. to
bve divided into two branches, "so as to constitute the, Female,
the Clarksville Femals Academy & dbranch of the sald County
Academy for the education of girls; to authorize trustees; and
to share equally the school aoney then on hand and all money
recelved after thls date. : -

This is unmistaxebly clear that the County Acadeny of’
Montgomery had been receiving uoney from the school lands of
Tennessea and pointed to an institutlon organized earlier’.than

the Female Acadeny.

A peference, in wy search, to Charles A, Cooper carried me-
back to Montgomery County Court House, where I_found;id Book 0,
naze L1, where the Clarxsville Acadermy purchased from Charles
Cooper of Nashville lot No. 5 on Hay 28, 183l, for $150.00.

Continuing ny secarch, I found an act dated January 25, 1830,
authorizing the Trustees of Flecazant Forrest Academy in-Overton
sountty to .change its location. Tnig appears in 1ine wilth the
femous Dartmouth College Case: a charter once granted to be an
educational institution cannot be revoked and the institution
camnot be moved except by a special Acv. On rebruary 13, 1836,
in the Public Acts of Tennessee & charter was grented to {4
Temale Acadeny in the town of ¢larksvills." Hsra I noticed thatb
J. B. Reynolds end H, ¥. Begumont were serving &s trusteess of
the Clarksvlille hAcadery snd the Clarksville Female Academy, at
the sems time. . SR

Here a nunber of deys wers spent seavching. Thls perlod,

1836 vack to 10620, is sometimes referred to as the "fnerican
Renaissance.” The Westward movement was being felt. The sturdy
pioneer found hls way to the whits Houase., Greabt changas were .
taking plece with 1ittle attertion to records. In thils shuffle
men and institutions were affected. Clarksyville snd 1ts citizens

were no exceptions. Uy search carried me back to the Public

Acts of 1823, Chapter 55, pages 159-00 where a charter wes graunteld
to Clarksville Acadeny 1n Montgomery gounty. I noticed that

thrwee of these trustees, James B. Reynolds, John H. Poston, and

o

Jamea MceClure were also tpustees of the Female Acadeny, and that
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James B. Reynolds was also a trustee for the Masonic Collegs.

The Act did not create the Clarksville Academy, butl merely
chanped 1its name from Mount Plcasant, to Clarksville Academy.

My search must continue, For 13 years the Acts revesled nothing,
but the Acts of 1712, dated September 28, 1812 gave seven

membera of the Board of trustses, "a sufficient nuuver to

attend to ordinary business of saild Academy --", But when was
the charter granted? The svarch was short., On October 2i, 1811,
a cherfer was changsd Irom Rural Academy to Mount Pleasant
Academy., One ©F the trustees, James Elder served Tor both
Acadenles, "hen tras Rurel Academy chartered? The sesrch
continues. Nothing is found vntil Yovember 23, 1807, a supple-
mentary act appointing two additional trustees, Georse W. L,
Marr, end Jazs lMMcReynolds, both of the town of Clarksville.

The end of bthe search came in the Acts of 18606, For Septenber
13, 1806 &n Act establjishing an Academy in each of the 27 Counties
of the State. The ons estahlighed in Montgonery County weas
~called Rural Academy and Duncen Stuart, Alshal, Brunson, James
Flder, Willle Blount, and Perry W, Hunphreys were nemed ‘itas flrst
_Beard of Trustees. CooY '

. 1806 1s an inmportant date in Tennessee history. Three
agencles were giving grants to settlers, The Fedemal Government,
North Carolina end Tenncssee. The Federal Governmient had ‘granted
to tha state, lands to be used for education only. These grants
amounted ‘to about Ll ,000A. Tennessee 'snd North Carolina were
giving grents on these lands and others which overlapped. Much.
trouble and confusion resulted and led to & meeting of thesa '
agencles in 1306. The Pederal Government and Worth Caroline _
turned over to Tennessee all grants afd asked the state to clear
up ell titles, After many law suits and mubh labor the work was
finished but not until the LL1L,000 A, had dwindled down .tc about
22,500 A - a heavy toll on education, : ' :

Part of the money frem this schiool land was set aside for
thege 27 land grant Acadenles. :

‘Ome of thase Academles was established at Dover wlth Josoph
Gray, Tanonas Clinton, Robert Cooper, Joseph B. HNevil, and Willlam
Allen as its first Board of trustees., 7 county, Warren, had
one established In MeMinnville on what is now called the Southern
School of Photography. o

A1l with which I art acgualnted were egstallilishesd in the
County site or Main ¥Yillage or town of the County.

According to the records I have located in Nashville, the
first-setbladients 1 the town of Clarksville wes April 12, 1780 %o
178, In 1785 Worth Carolina, by application of these settlers,
egtablished Clarksville and states that it 1s the second bown in
middle Tenncssee.

The Yown grew slowly but solidly and by 1005 was still
largely facling the Cumberland River. Therefors when the citizens
sslected & site for the academy they looked for an. ideal '
1ocation. VYou will note that the topography lends itself beautifully
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to this end and the name "Rural Acadewy" was well nemed. Lakep

a3 the town was well located at the top of the hill, vhen it
turned 1ts Intorests and aitention this direction, tﬂC nane

Mount Pleasant Academy was better sulted, As the towm grew and
the Acedeny =zrew, the two grew 1rto one and by 1825 1t was natural
that the citizens of Clarksviile would 1lke for the Acadenr to
change 1ts name bo Clarlisville Academy., The town had grown to

1t. It, like the town, grew slowly but solidly-into one of the

leading institutions of hisher learning in the state,

The most Interesting thing to me about the historical aspects
1s the manner in which I had to work. It was a case of "unraveling
the stoecking.” It has its advantages 1In that a more defailed'

study 1is recesssry.

Tracing its developﬂe“t from the beglming in d*best form
we have by uhﬂ Public Acts of Tennessae, and b; deed taken from
the records and included in this study are the followfhv institution
with thelir detes: :

1806-3ept. 13 Rural Acadany established as one of the 27
' Land Grant Academies and therefore shared in
the nmoney derived Trom the 8tate school lands.

1811-0ct. 2L By Public Acts Rural Academy changed to Mount
Pleesant Acadeny, :

1825-0ct. 18 By Public Acts liount Pleasant changed to
Clarzsvillie Acadeny.

[
i

16L9-Feb, L By Public Acts Clarkaville Academy changed to
tiagonic Grand Lodge of Tennessee.

1853-iiay 13 By ceed Masonlc Grand Lodze of Tennessee
chanped back to Clark csville Acadeny.

18S3~-June 28 . By Deed Clarksvllle Acaueﬂy changed to
Montgomery County idesonic Collsere.

1086 -gept. 12 By Deed Montgomery Cdunty HMasonic College
changed to Stewart College.

1876-April 20 By Deed Stewart Gollege changed to S.W.
rregbyterian University.
1627-July 15 B7 Deed 8.W. Presbyterian Universiﬁy deeded
- to the City of Clarksville,

1927-Aug. I By Dued The City of CGlarksville to the State
of Tonnesssa,

It is interveshtine to note thdt there is an unbroken line of
trustees beglmning with Rural Acadeny and convinuing to Stewart
Colleme, a perloed of fifty vears, and eignt of these essuned some
of the chlel roles in "Throuszh the lilst of the Years™ in 1934
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"eraat Caks f{rou Little zeorms crow" 1g true in this case,

and Msorie people are born reat, OvIeTS achleve grentness, and
thers hava greauness thrust upon ther," also seems to apply because

the POUJGS Fave been in continvous ssrvice In the intereat of

educ tion for 13% uears, .

Qihner papers will be meeded te ¢iscuss the aducetional
offerings and the services thess 1nebtitubions have rendered.

we leuyer closing his argument:

And now In the language =¥
Ly

Mionorabla Judge anc Jury, I res et my case,




