
HNG465 I \trNITING TUTORTNT,

Professor F inlayson : Palmer 3 I7 ; 8 43 -3 293 ; fi nl ar"s on @rhodes. edu
Fall2007 Class: Alternating Tuesdays 7-8 pm; Chez Finlayson

The goal of this course is to provide you with the tools you need to tutor students in all aspects of
writing: drafting, revising, researching, etc. You will learn both the theories supporting these teaching
and tutoring skills and the skills themselves. Throughout the semester, please keep a folder with
handouts from the class sessions as you may need them for your final paper.

Assignments and grading:

Presentation: 20%. Each student will do one presentation (-20 minutes) as indicated by the schedule
(feel free to swap dates with another student). For your presentation, you will summarize an article or
book chapter that offers a theory or skill for tutoring/teaching writing. Explain how you might employ
this theory or skill in your own work with students. Please provide 7 copies of the article/chapter and a
l-page summary: 3 for your classmates, 1 for me, and 1 for the Writing Center/Writing Fellow file.
You'll need to find resources on your own. If you are in a real bind, I can direct you to one. For the sake
ofcurrency, do try to get articles that have been published in the last 5 years.

Handouts; l\Yo each(total of 30%). Itwill be up to you all asA group to decide on a total of 12 topics
for handouts (we can converse about this in 465); thus, you'll need to come with several proposalb in
mind by our second meeting. Most of the handouts should have the 151 student in mind, but one of
your three may be directed towards the writing fellow or the writing tutor.

Workshop; 20%. Sometime towards the middle or end of the term, you will need to offer a workshop
for anyone interested in coming. We'll advertise the workshop via flyers and in 151 courses. The
workshop should last about 45 minutes and cover a topic that first-years need help with. I would
encourage you to work with a partner, but if you do, you should be prepared to offer the session twice.
Some possible topics:

Paraphrasing and Plagiarism
Research and Citation
Revising and Editing
Using the Library

Final Paper: 30oh. At the end of the semester, you will write a 1000-word statement regarding your
philosophy on teaching writing. You should use as resources our class discussions, your experience as a
felloiltutor, and any reading you've done (i.e. the articles from class presentations). We will discuss
this paper in more detail at the end of the semester.

Each absence reduces your final grade by ll3 or .3 points (an A becomes A-).



ENG 465: Schedule

August 28 Introduction to tutoring.

September I 1 Process vs. Product
Division of labor: handouts, WAC

September 25 The Paramedic Method;Reverse Outlining
Presentation: Emily P opp
Due: Ilandout #1

October 9 Midterm Feedback, The 151 Student
Presentation: Brynn Dickie
Due: Handout #2

October 23 Plagiarism and Paraphrasing
Pres entation : Bryan Hearn
Due: Workshop Outlineiprep

November 6 Strategies for Revision
Presentation : Gw en Weil

November 13 TBA
. Due: Handout #3

Presentation : Emily Blevins

December 4 Last Class. Review; feedback.
Due: Statement of Teaching Writing


