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Office location: Clough 303                                                         
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History 105.3: Crime and Punishment in Early Modern Europe


This course introduces students to the study of early modern European history (approximately 1350 to 1800) by focusing on the origins of the European legal tradition. It examines social and legal responses to perceived violations of public morality and order from the Middle Ages to the French Revolution. It will assess how public and legal perceptions of crime, justice and punishment changed over time and why these changes are relevant at the beginning of the twenty-first century. Among the topics to be covered: anti-Semitism; heresy and “social disciplining;” witchcraft; prostitution; sexuality; insanity; mob violence and political revolution; and the emergence of organized crime and the modern police force.  


REQUIRED TEXTS:



Trevor Dean, Crime in Medieval Europe


R. Po-Chia Hsia, Trent 1475




Lucy Moore, Con Men and Cutpurses: Scenes from the Hogarthian Underground


Guido Ruggiero, The Boundaries of Eros: Sex Crime and Sexuality in Renaissance Venice
 

All other assigned readings indicated below are either available online or have been scanned and made available in my Public folder on the Academic Departments and Programs server at: 

             \\fileserver1\Acad_Dept_Pgm\History\Pruitt_Dwain\Public\Crime and Punishment in Early Modern Europe

COURSE GOALS: 


“Crime and Punishment in Early Modern Europe” has three primary goals. Understanding the course’s stated aims will give you insight into why certain readings and assignments have been chosen. 

1. This course seeks to introduce first- and second-year college students to the academic study of history.

2. The course will work to improve students’ academic reading and writing skills through writing exercises based on assigned readings. The course will culminate with an original, primary source-based research project assessing students’ progress with historical writing and analysis. 

3. The course introduces students to the general development of the Western legal tradition from 1350 to 1800 focusing on how and why values and conceptions of criminality changed over time.  


COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

All work turned in for this course is to be completed in accordance with Rhodes’ Honor Code. Students are expected to be familiar with the requirements of the Code and to conduct themselves accordingly.

Final grades will be determined by the following:

1) EXAMS: Students will take FOUR examinations. The first examination will be a short, in-class response to a single question drawn from an assigned reading or set of lectures. The second examination will be a midterm examination covering all assigned readings and lecture materials through midterm. The third examination will be similar to the first, focusing on a single reading or set of lectures. The final examination will be a cumulative final exam. The midterm and final exams will consist of two parts, a take-home essay question handed out approximately seven days before it is due and an in-class exam. 
2) SHORT PAPERS: Students will also submit TWO essays of approximately five pages in length in response to one of several possible essay prompts offered by the instructor.
3) OLD BAILEY PAPER: Students will submit an original, primary source-based paper of approximately 10 pages drawn from the Proceedings of the Old Bailey London, 1674-1834 (http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/). This project will be completed in stages. Students will be required to submit a preliminary research statement on MONDAY, OCTOBER 10. On WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, students will submit a progress report indicating additional secondary sources to be used in the paper and establishing their paper’s preliminary statement of thesis. A complete first draft of the paper is due on FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18. The final paper will be due on WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7. Each individual component of this project will receive a grade. These grades will be averaged to compute your final grade on the paper. The preliminary research statement and progress report will each be worth 10% of the research paper grade. The first draft will be worth 30% of the final grade and the second draft’s grade will be worth 50% of the final paper grade. 
4) CLASS PARTICIPATION: Class participation will account for 25% of the final course grade. Class participation will be assessed in a number of ways and is discussed more fully below. Be aware of two things of daily importance, however. Students may be chosen randomly to present the day’s reading and launch class discussions. To prepare for this, students should prepare short daily responses to each reading assignment.  These short responses need not be formal. They may simply be outlines. If they are written out, they should be no more than one page. Each response should include: the author’s central argument, the evidence used to make the argument, the student’s response to the argument (Is it clear? Convincing? If so, why? If not, why not?) and any questions or comments that the student would like to pose to the instructor and class. The student selected to introduce the reading will be called upon to read or present his or her short response. The instructor reserves the right to take up the short responses without prior warning to assign a daily grade. The instructor also reserves the right to administer unannounced reading quizzes in any format that he deems appropriate. 
GRADING SUMMARY:

First exam




5%


First paper




5%


Midterm exam




10%


Second exam




5%


Second paper




5%


Final exam




20%


Old Bailey paper



25%


Class participation



25%

GRADES: Students will receive numeric grades based on Rhodes’ grade point system as represented below:

A
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2.0
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B+
3.3



D+
1.3
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3.0
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0.7
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2.3



F
0.0
ATTENDANCE: Students will be allowed three absences without any form of explanation required. The fourth and any subsequent absences must be excused. Valid excuses for missing class include but are not limited to religious observances, College-sanctioned academic or athletic travel, personal illness or injury, family illness or injury or bereavement. The instructor will decide what constitutes an acceptable excuse. Infrequent class attendance will negatively impact class participation grades. Students will not receive a class participation grade higher than the percentage of classes that they attend except under extremely mitigating circumstances. 

CLASS PARTICIPATION: Simply coming to class, however, will not be deemed sufficient evidence of class participation. Regular class attendance with little to no active involvement in day to day activities will result in a participation grade no higher than a C. Students should come to class having read all assigned readings at least in part and ready for discussion or prepared to ask questions for clarification. Students are not necessarily expected to understand everything before they come to class, so there should be no shame in admitting to being confused. Talking in class is, of course, the easiest way to demonstrate engagement with the course material. No one should feel obligated, however, to babble incessantly to prove engagement. Quality is better than quantity. The instructor is aware, however, that some students are uncomfortable with speaking in class and wishes to respect that (though such students are strongly encouraged to attempt to speak in class in order to grow in confidence). Stopping by during office hours to discuss course materials or submitting rough drafts of papers and acting on the instructor’s comments, for example, also demonstrate interest in the subject and course participation. 

SUBMITTING PAPERS: Papers may be submitted either as hard copies or electronically as file attachments. Electronically submitted papers, however, must arrive on time. Date and time are recorded on all incoming e-mail messages and the time recorded by the system will be considered the official time at which your paper was submitted. See course policies on late papers below. 

PAPER FORMATTING: Papers should conform to the following standards. Each paper should have a title page that includes all of the following information: the student’s name, the paper’s title, the course title, the date, the Honor Code pledge and the student’s signature. For electronically submitted papers, students should “sign” by typing their name or scanning in their signature. Papers must be double-spaced in 11- or 12-point font. Use the default margin settings in your word processing software. No margin should be less than 1 inch or greater than 1.5 inches. Pages should be numbered. Students are expected to use footnotes when citing sources. A handout on proper citation form is attached to this syllabus. Papers that do not conform to these standards will be penalized. Grades on papers will be assigned using the following criteria: 60% of the grade will be based on the content and analytical quality of the paper. The remaining 40% will be assigned based on stylistics (grammar, spelling, punctuation, use of appropriate fonts, margins, citation forms, etc.). PROOFREAD your work carefully!

PAPER GRADES: Grades are not negotiable. The instructor will not discuss grades on any assignment for at least 24 hours after the paper is returned. Discussions after this time period has elapsed will be limited to computational errors that the instructor might have made and ways in which a student’s performance might have been improved.

LATE PAPERS: Unexcused late assignments will be penalized by one letter grade for each day late. A paper due on Monday that is turned in on Wednesday, for example, would be penalized twenty points (10 points for Monday and 10 points for Tuesday). A paper due Monday at 5 PM that is turned in at 5:01 PM is LATE and will be penalized accordingly. Late work will be accepted in accordance with the above policy outlining acceptable excuses for missing class meetings. Late papers will be required at the beginning of the next class period. 

PLAGIARISM AND THE HONOR CODE: Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. There are two forms of plagiarism, direct and indirect. Direct plagiarism refers to copying another person’s language without placing it in quotation marks and without appropriate citation. This is the easiest form of plagiarism to recognize and most students avoid it fairly well. Indirect plagiarism, however, is somewhat more difficult to identify for some. Indirect plagiarism refers to those instances in which students paraphrase or take major ideas from another person’s writing without citing the original inspiration. Using another person’s ideas without attribution also constitutes plagiarism! Students who attempt to use others’ work as their own will receive a failing grade for any offending paper and be referred to the Honor Council for further sanction. Ignorance can only explain academic dishonesty; it cannot excuse it. Students are advised to refer to the Rhodes Writing Center’s web page on plagiarism located at: http://www.rhodes.edu/writingcenter/group_b/plagiarism.html. 

MISSED TESTS: Students should endeavor never to miss a scheduled test. Make-up examinations are possible for students who miss class for an excusable reason as outlined above. Such students should contact the instructor and arrange a mutually convenient time within seven days of the student’s return. Make-up examinations are NOT possible for students who miss exams for unexcused reasons. 
LEARNING CHALLENGES:  Rhodes College makes provisions for students who face learning challenges. The instructor will honor reasonable accommodations needed by students once they have been approved by Student Disability Services. Request for accommodations that do not come through Student Disability Services will not be honored.  

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT: Students owning cell phones, pagers or any other electronic devices that could prove to be disruptive during class are asked to either turn them off upon entering class or simply leave them at home.

PRELIMINARY CLASS SCHEDULE
W Aug 24: Introduction to the course, discussion of methods, expectations and goals. What is justice?

For F AUG 26: Read Richard Marius and Melvin E. Page, A Short Guide to Writing About History, 4th ed., Chapter 2. (Marius 1.doc in Public Folder)
F Aug 26: What is History and Why Should You Care? Discussion of Marius and Page reading.


For M AUG 29: Read Marius and Page, Chapters 1 and 3 (Marius 2.doc
)

M Aug 29: Argument Templates: Reading and Writing for History 105.03. Discussion of Marius and Page reading

For F SEP 2: Read Hammurabi’s Code and Leviticus, chapters 1-3 (skim), 18-21, 24:10-23 and chapter 26. (Hammurabi.doc.) 
NOTE: The readings from the Book of Leviticus have NOT been scanned
W Aug 31: Library tour and orientation. 


For W SEP 7: Read “The Institutes” at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/535institutes.html#I.%20Justice%20and%20Law
Read ONLY: Book I: Sections I-X and Book IV


For F SEP 9: Read Books II and III

UNIT ONE: ORIGINS OF THE WESTERN LEGAL TRADITION

Theme Questions: Why do some critics describe the Western legal tradition as schizophrenic? Of the four sources for western law discussed, which do you think were the most important? Why? 
F Sep 2: The Four Sources of the Western Legal Tradition: Part One: The Ancient Near East. Discussion of Hammurabi’s Code and Leviticus. 
For M SEP 12: Read “The Law of the Salian Franks” at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/salic-law.html

Read “Ordeal Formulas” at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/ordeals1.html
M Sep 5: Labor Day Holiday
For M SEP 19: Read Andrew McCall, The Medieval Underworld, Chapters 1-3. (McCall.doc)
W Sep 7: The Four Sources of the Western Legal Tradition: Part Two: Roman Law

For W SEP 21: Read “The Queen of Proofs and the Queen of Torments” in Edward Peters, Torture, Chapter 2 (Peters 1.pdf).
F Sep 9: Roman Law continued
FOR F SEP 23: Read R.I. Moore, The Formation of a Persecuting Society: Power and Deviance in Western Europe, 950-1250, Introduction, Chapter 1 and Chapter 3 (pp. 100-114) (Moore.doc)

M Sep 12: Germanic Law
W Sep 14: First Exam

FOR F SEP 30: Trevor Dean, Crime in Medieval Europe
UNIT TWO: CRIME, POLICING AND PUNISHMENT IN THE MEDIEVAL WORLD


Theme Questions: How should we best understand medieval justice and persecution? Who or what drove the system? Which model best describes what seems to have been happening?

F Sep 16: The Legal Revolution of the Twelfth Century 
M Sep 19: Understanding Medieval Justice: The McCall Model
W Sep 21: Understanding Medieval Justice: The Peters Model

Prompts for Essay One will be distributed today.
F Sep 23: Understanding Medieval Justice: The Moore Model


For M OCT 10: Read Guido Ruggiero, The Boundaries of Eros, Chapters 1-3

For W OCT 12: Read Ruggiero, Chapters 4-6
M Sep 26: Comparing and contrasting McCall, Peters and Moore
W Sep 28: Bandits in the Medieval Popular Imagination: The Legend of Robin Hood

For W OCT 5: Read Machiavelli, The Prince, excerpts (Machiavelli.pdf)
F Sep 30: Trevor Dean, Crime in Medieval Europe
UNIT THREE: THE LAW, THE RENAISSANCE AND THE REFORMATION


Theme questions: How did Europe’s approach to crime and punishment change in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries from that of the Middle Ages? How was it the same? What seems to have driven those changes that did manifest themselves?

M Oct 3: The Renaissance, Part One: The Origins of the Renaissance
W Oct 5:  The Renaissance, Part Two: Machiavelli and the Renaissance Challenge to Traditional Value and Legal Systems.

ESSAY ONE DUE TODAY BY 5 PM!
F Oct 7: Class canceled for Barret Symposium


For M OCT 24: Read R. Po-Chia Hsia, Trent 1475
M Oct 10: The Boundaries of Eros, Part One

PRELIMINARY RESEARCH STATEMENT DUE TODAY!
W Oct 12: The Boundaries of Eros, Part Two
F Oct 14: MIDTERM EXAMINATION
FALL RECESS BEGINS AT 5 PM TODAY

W Oct 19: Library: Using electronic databases, building bibliographies, identifying appropriate secondary sources


FOR W NOV 2: Read selected excerpts from Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger, The Malleus Maleficarum (MalleusMaleficarum.pdf)
F Oct 21: The Renaissance, Part Three: Racial Intolerance: Anti-Semitism, the Discovery of the New World and the Atlantic Slave Trade

M Oct 24: Trent 1475
W Oct 26: The Renaissance, Part Four: Misogyny: The Woman Question and Witchcraft

F Oct 28: Class canceled. Students are to spend the class period working in the Barret on the Old Bailey Paper. 
M Oct 31: Halloween: Things That Really Did Go Bump In The Night…Or, A Guide to Historical Mass Murderers and Other Things Probably Better Left Unknown


Prompts for Essay Two will be distributed today. 

W Nov 2: 1486: The Malleus Maleficarum 


OLD BAILEY PAPER PROGRESS REPORT AND BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE TODAY BY 5 PM

F Nov 4: Martin Luther, the Reformation and “Social Disciplining.”

M Nov 7: Second exam
UNIT FOUR: LAW AND THE EMERGENCE OF MODERNITY: THE SEVENTEENTH- AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURIES


Theme questions: What drove the sweeping legal and social changes of the seventeenth and particularly eighteenth centuries? What carryovers from earlier periods are evident? In what ways were these new systems better than those of the two previous periods? How were they worse? 

W Nov 9: Seventeenth-Century Europe, Part One: The General Crisis of the Seventeenth Century


For W NOV 16: Read Norval Morris and David J. Rothman (eds.), The Oxford History of the Prison: The Practice of Punishment in Western Society, Chapter Two, “The Body and the State: Early Modern Europe,” pp. 44-70. (Morris.doc)

For M NOV 28: Read Lucy Moore, Con Men and Cutpurses: Scenes from the Hogarthian Underworld
F Nov 11: Seventeenth-Century Europe, Part Two: Antecedents for the Enlightenment

M Nov 14: The First Two Stages of the Enlightenment, 1685-1776

For M NOV 21: Read Peters, Torture, Chapter 3,“The Sleep of Reason.” (Peters2.doc)
W Nov 16: The Enlightenment and the Law: Transformations in European Jurisprudence. Discussion of Morris and Rothman reading. 
F Nov 18: Cesare Beccaria, An Essay on Crimes and Punishments


COMPLETE FIRST DRAFT OF OLD BAILEY PAPER DUE TODAY!
M Nov 21: What Did Enlightenment Legal Reformism Really Accomplish? Discussion of Peters reading. 
THANKSGIVING RECESS

M Nov 28: Lucy Moore, Con Men and Cutpurses: Scenes from the Hogarthian Underworld
W Nov 30: The Radical Enlightenment, 1776-1789

F Dec 2: The French and Haitian Revolutions, 1789-1804
M Dec 5: Nineteenth-Century Legal Reformism

ESSAY TWO DUE TODAY BY 5 PM

W Dec 7: Final day of class. Review. 
OLD BAILEY PAPER DUE BY 5:00 PM TODAY!!!!

FINAL EXAM: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 5:30-8:00 PM. 

NOTE: The instructor reserves the right to amend this syllabus as necessary.
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Grading scale and explanations for History 105.3 

An A paper is a well-developed, sustained, clearly articulated argument supported by an accurate, creative interpretation and/or criticism of sources and readings. It maintains a sharp focus on exactly what the student has been asked to address. It evidences originality of thought, expanding on materials presented in class instead of simply parroting class lectures or discussions, demonstrating that the student has thought about the material outside of class. It demonstrates both depth and breadth of understanding. The student is able to read between the lines and tease out of the sources something beyond the immediately obvious surface details. An A paper will contain no factual errors. It will be well written, containing only minor grammatical problems, if any, such as typographical errors or simple word omissions. The difference between an A paper and an A- is usually a student’s incomplete handling of a key element of analysis. For example, if an author makes four major points and a student writes brilliantly on three and does not consider the fourth point fully but does address it, that paper would receive an A-. 
A B paper will contain most of the elements of an A paper. Its argument may not be as well-developed as that of an A paper, but the argument will be well-organized, coherent and clear. It remains focused tightly on the assigned topic. It will have a strong factual basis and provide strong analysis of the source materials, but it will not evidence the same degree of originality and creativity of thought as shown in an A paper. It will simply not penetrate as far beneath the surface. A B paper will contain interesting ideas that indicate the student has read and thought about the material, but his or her argument might be more problematic or not as fully/clearly supported and defended as the argument in the A paper. It will be well-written, but it will contain more problematic usages than the A paper. Its grammatical difficulties might include awkward sentence structures and mild incoherence in addition to comparatively minor problems like typographical errors or omitted words. The difference between an A- and a B+ is usually in the quality of the analysis. If an author makes four major points and the student handles three well but misses the fourth point, that paper would receive a B+. A B paper demonstrates competent grasp of the material as indicated above. A B- paper has most of the elements of the B paper but is usually more summation and has more grammatical and/or stylistic problems. 
A C paper will be less well focused than the B paper as described above. Stylistically, it will feature more grammatical problems and in greater number than the ones in B papers. It will evidence signs of compositional breakdown such as sentence fragments and run-on sentences. Its organizational structure will be far more chaotic than those of the A or B papers. It will seem choppy and poorly thought out to the reader. Its thesis will be vague. The argument will be equally muddy and, while the analysis will be largely correct, it may contain moderate to severe interpretative errors. Unlike the A and B papers, a C paper will evidence little to no penetration beneath the surface of the subject under consideration.  A C paper will not demonstrate consistently that the student has given the topic under consideration much extended thought. Going back to the four –point model developed earlier, a C paper will likely get two points essentially correct but will summarize rather than analyze. The C+ paper is essentially a B- paper with more writing problems. A C- paper will be plagued by significant grammatical problems and will be saved from a D only by its handling of one or two elements. 
A D paper is even less developed than the C paper. Its structure and organization will be poor and confused. It will lack clear focus and it will take the reader considerable effort to determine exactly what its point is. Its internal logic will break down quickly. It will vaguely address the question being asked of the respondent, but will often stray from the topic into odd, inappropriate areas. Its grammatical problems will be even more severe than those of the C paper, being so bad as to be a distraction to the reader. A D paper will be confused in its handling of sources and even basic background information, misrepresenting source materials and arguments oftentimes grossly. There will be enough of the subject matter apparent for the instructor to see that the student has read the material, but there will be little sign of comprehension much less intellectual engagement. A D+ paper would be a bad C- paper. A D- paper is a gift and should not be questioned. 
The F paper is a complete disaster. Papers that earn an F based on content and not plagiarism will be incoherent, completely off topic, sub-literate, rife with grammatical errors and utterly inappropriate as responses to classroom assignments. It will fail at even the most basic levels to engage the material and will demonstrate that the student has either not read the assigned materials or has thoroughly failed to grasp their content.  
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