
Prof. Michael R. Drompp 
Clough 309 
(843)-3655 
 
Office hours:  M 1:00–2:00, Tu 1:00–2:00, Th 10:00–11:00, and by appointment 
 

HISTORY 281: The Origins of Chinese Civilization  
CRN # 10335 
MWF  11:00 – 11:50, Palmer 207 
 
Required texts for purchase: 
 Ebrey, Patricia. The Cambridge Illustrated History of China  
 Loewe, Michael.  Everyday Life in Early Imperial China 
 Mair, Victor, et al, eds.  The Hawai‘i Reader in Traditional Chinese Culture 
 Mote, Frederick. Intellectual Foundations of China 
 
This course presents an historical survey of Chinese civilization from the prehistoric 
period to the Song reunification (960 CE), with emphasis on the imperial period 
beginning in 221 BCE.  The approach is multifaceted, in order to reveal the richness of 
the Chinese cultural traditions of philosophy, religion, and the literate and visual arts 
together with the study of political history.  Students will be expected to understand 
significant events and trends, as well as the roles of important individuals, in these 
areas.   
 
Requirements for the course include: 

• Regular class attendance and alert participation 
• Evidence of thoughtful, serious reading of assigned materials and intelligent 

assessment of audiovisual resources 
• Active involvement in classroom discussion of readings 
• One map quiz and two slide quizzes  
• Two papers 
• Three exams (including the final exam) 

 
Additional quizzes (including unannounced quizzes) and short writing assignments 
may also be given.  Exams will cover the texts as well as materials presented in lectures, 
handouts, and audio-visual materials.  Papers are due in class at the beginning of the 
class period.  Late work will not be accepted.  Clear communication of ideas is an 
essential skill for the historian.  Therefore, for papers, correct grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation are essential, as are correct forms for endnotes and bibliographies.  Errors 
of this type will be penalized.  If you use a computer to write your papers, be certain 
that you know how to use it before entrusting it with your paper.  Computer 
malfunctions are not acceptable excuses for sloppiness or tardiness.  Always keep a 
hard copy (a copy on paper) of each draft of your paper. 
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Thoughtful classroom participation is encouraged and will be considered in the 
calculation of the final grade for the course.  The ability to handle primary sources is 
crucial to the historian’s craft.  The careful study of such sources will not only provide 
you with insights into Chinese culture and history, but also improve your skills of 
critical analysis.  Discussions of assigned readings are therefore particularly important.  
If you do not participate in such discussions through thoughtful comments based on 
careful reading of those assigned texts, your classroom participation grade will suffer.  
For that reason, it is imperative that you read each assignment carefully, take notes on 
the reading, and come to class prepared to discuss the reading.  You should bring each 
day’s reading with you to class (along with your notes on the reading) so that specific 
passages may be consulted when necessary.  You will be called upon. 
 
As classroom participation is evaluated in this course, it is necessary for you to attend 
class regularly.  Excessive absences and/or disruptive behavior in the classroom will 
result in a lower grade for classroom participation.  Four (4) absences are allowed 
without penalty; additional absences will cause your grade for classroom participation 
to suffer.  Excessive absences (i.e., 10 or more) may result in an “F” for the final course 
grade.  Respect for all persons in the classroom is important to the learning process.  For 
that reason, you should avoid disruptive behavior such as arriving late or leaving early, 
stepping out of the classroom during class, and chatting or passing notes in class.  
Please turn off your cell phones and/or beepers before entering the classroom. 
 
Images of relevant art works (to help you study for the slide quizzes) are on the internet 
at artstor.org.  At Artstor’s home page, first click on FOR IMAGES.  This will take you to 
a new page.  Once there, the first time you use this program you will need to register by 
following the prompts (upper toolbar).  After that, you will need to log on, and then 
register for my course folder (Drompp/China#1). You can do this by following these 
directions: Go to the TOOLS menu and select “Course/Folder Registration Manager.”  
A form will pop up, and you will enter your name as well as the Access code & 
Password given below.  Click on the “Register” button.  After that, each time you log on 
you should have access to my course folder.  In that course folder you will find a 
number of image groups, each one labeled for a particular historical period.  Each image 
can be enlarged; the program also contains information about each image.   
 
  Access code: HIST281a      Password: Bronzes 
 
Final grades will be based on the following formula: 

• Exams: 600 points (200 each) 
• Papers: 300 points 
• Map and slide quizzes: 100 points 
• Classroom participation: 500 points 
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Extra credit will not be permitted.  Make-up exams will be given only in cases of 
legitimate, documented reasons; if are wondering if your excuse is legitimate, it 
probably is not.  Failure to complete any graded assignment will result in a failing grade 
for the course.  Note that a “W” (Withdrawal) will be given only when the student has 
followed official withdrawal procedures by the stated deadlines. 
 
All students are expected to abide by the Rhodes honor code.  Infractions will be dealt 
with according to the rules of the college.  In your papers, be certain to avoid plagiarism 
(the use of someone else’s information or material without properly citing the source of 
that information or material).  Plagiarism is intellectual theft and a violation of the 
honor code, and will result in a grade of “F” for the course.  Consequently, in all your 
papers, you must indicate the sources of all your information and ideas through proper 
citation, whether the source is quoted directly or not.  Also, be certain to avoid the 
appearance of collusion in written assignments and exams.  Studying together can be an 
excellent way to learn, but can (in extreme cases) lead to disconcerting similarities.  
Extreme instances of similarities in exams or papers may result in a lowering of the 
grade for that assignment.   
 
A final note: The internet can be a useful means of locating information.  It also is not 
refereed in any way, and consequently is the home of much misinformation as well.  
Therefore, internet sources are not to be used in the writing of your papers unless you 
have cleared them with me in advance. 
 

 

SYLLABUS 
 

The syllabus tells you which pages are to be completed prior to that day’s class. 
 
 
Week 1
 
Aug. 24 W   Introduction to the course and texts 
 
  26  F The geographical and historical settings 
    READING:  Ebrey, pp. 10-14 
     
   Plan ahead: Read David Keightley’s article “Early Civilization in China:  
   Reflections on How It Became Chinese” (on line) for discussion on  
   Monday, 29 August.  Be prepared to discuss Keightley’s thesis and the  
   ways in which he supports it.   
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Week 2
 
Aug. 29  M Discussion of Keightley’s article  
 
   Plan ahead: Prepare for your map quiz on Friday, 2 September.   
   You must be able to place ALL geographical features on the list (which  
   will be provided during the quiz) on a blank map of China. 
   
  31 W  The languages of China 
    READING: Mair, pp. 1-7 
 
 Sept. 02 F  The peoples of China and the question of ethnicity  
    MAP QUIZ 
 
Week 3 
 
Sept. 05 M LABOR DAY RECESS – NO CLASS  
 
  07 W China’s prehistory 

  READING:  Ebrey, pp. 15-22 
   

  09 F The Shang dynasty 
    READING:  Ebrey, pp. 22-30, 36-37 
 
Week 4     
 
Sept.  12 M     Shang society and culture 
    READING:  Mair, pp. 8-12 
 
  14 W     The early (Western) Zhou dynasty 
    READING:  Ebrey, pp. 30-35  
      Mair, pp. 13-17, 28-34 
 
  16 F The later (Eastern) Zhou dynasty, Zhou arts 
    READING:  Ebrey, pp. 38-42 
      Mair, pp. 35-44 
 
   Plan ahead: Your first slide quiz is on Wednesday, 21 September.  Use 
   the images at artstor.org to help you study. 
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Week 5 
            
Sept. 19 M     The warring states 
    READING:  Ebrey, pp. 55-59 
      Mair, pp. 113-120, 143-146 
 
  21 W     Confucius 
        READING:  Mote, pp. 1-46 
      Ebrey, pp. 42-47 
      Mair, pp. 45-50 
    SLIDE QUIZ 
   
  23 F Mencius and Xunzi 
    READING: Mote, pp. 46-58 
      Mair, pp. 56-71, 106-112, 121-129   
   
Week 6
 
Sept. 26 M     Mozi and Mohism 

  READING:  Mote, pp. 77-83 
    Mair, pp. 51-55 
   Mozi, “Against Offensive Warfare” & “Explaining  

       Ghosts” (on line) 
 

Plan ahead:  Your first paper is due on Friday, 30 September.  See  
handout for details. 

 
  28 W     Legalism 
    READING:  Mote, pp. 99-114 
      Ebrey, pp. 49-55 
      Mair, pp. 137-142 
      Han Feizi, “The Way of the Ruler” & “The Two  
      Handles” (on line) 
 
  30 F Daoism 
    READING:  Mote, pp. 59-76 
      Ebrey, pp. 46-49 

    Mair, pp. 78-95  
FIRST PAPER DUE 
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Week 7
 
Oct.  03 M  The earliest Chinese literature  
    READING: Mair, pp. 35-44, 72-77, 99-105  
 

05  W  FIRST EXAM (bring bluebooks)  
 
  07 F ACADEMIC SYMPOSIUM – NO CLASS  
   
Week 8
 
Oct.  10 M  The Qin empire 
    READING:  Ebrey, pp. 60-63 
      Mair, pp. 147-160 
 
  12 W  The Early (Western) Han dynasty 
    READING:  Ebrey, pp. 63-75 
      Loewe, pp. 128-136 
          Mair, pp. 169-173 
 
  14 F Wang Mang and the Later (Eastern) Han dynasty  
    READING: Loewe, pp. 152-199 
     
Week 9 
 
Oct. 17 M   FALL RECESS – NO CLASS 
 
  19 W  The “dynastic cycle” and basic Chinese political institutions 
    READING: Loewe, pp. 29-53, 64-87 
 
 
  21 F The Confucian emperor in action 
    READING: Han Wendi, “On the Eclipse of the Sun” & “The  
       Meaning of Natural Disasters”; Han Jingdi,  
       “On Being Good Officials” (on line) 
     
Week 10  
 
Oct. 24 M   Sima Qian and Chinese historiography 
    READING:  Ebrey, p. 67 
      Mair, pp. 174-182 
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  26 W    Han thought and society 
    READING:  Ebrey, pp. 75-83 
      Loewe, pp. 54-63, 108-127, 137-151 
      Mair, pp. 164-168, 183-189 
 
  28 F  Han arts and letters 
    READING: Ebrey, pp. 69-71 
      Loewe, pp. 88-107 
      Mair, pp. 190-224 
 
Week 11  
 
Oct. 31 M     The end of the Han dynasty and the Three Kingdoms 
    READING: Ebrey, pp. 84-85 
  
Nov. 02 W Buddhism in China 
    READING:  Ebrey, pp. 95-100, 106-107 
      Mair, pp. 265-277 
    
  04 F    SECOND EXAM (bring bluebooks) 
 
Week 12
 
Nov. 07 M The period of disunity and the “barbarian” kingdoms of North  
    China 
    READING: Ebrey, pp. 86-95 
   
  09 W Culture during the period of disunity 
    READING:  Ebrey, pp. 100-105 
      Mair, pp. 256-264, 282-287  
 
  11  F The Sui Dynasty 
    READING: Mair, pp. 300-303 
      Sui Wendi, “A Letter of Warning to the King of  
       Korea” &  Sima Guang, “The last Days of Sui  
       Yangdi” (on line) 
 
   Plan ahead: Your second paper is due on Friday, 18 November.  See  
   handout for details. 
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Week 13
 
Nov. 14 M The early Tang dynasty 
   READING:  Ebrey, pp. 108-135 
 
 16 W  Gaozong and Empress Wu 
 
 18 F Xuanzong and the An Lushan Rebellion 
   SECOND PAPER DUE 
  

 Week 14
 
 Nov. 21  M   Tang society 
    READING:  Mair, pp. 349-354 
 
  23 W THANKSGIVING RECESS – NO CLASS 

 25 F THANKSGIVING RECESS – NO CLASS 
 
Week 15

 
 Nov. 28 M    Tang culture and cosmopolitanism 
    READING:  Mair, pp. 355-367 
 
  30 W     Tang visual arts 
 
  Plan ahead: Your second slide quiz is on Wednesday, 7 December.  Visit  
  artstor.org! 
 
 Dec. 01 F Tang poetry: The summit of the art 
    READING:  Mair, pp. 340-348 

 
 Week 16
 
 Dec. 05 M Political fragmentation of the late Tang 
    READING:  Mair, pp. 368-379 
 
  07 W The Five Dynasties and the Song reunification 
    SLIDE QUIZ 

 
 Finals Week 
 
 Dec. 13 Tu 5:30 – 8:00 P.M. 
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   FINAL EXAM (bring bluebooks) 
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