
 Research Methods I (ANSO 261), Spring, 2008 
 

Thomas G. McGowan, Ph. D.   Office: C107; #843-3932  
Associate Professor of Sociology  Office hrs: Tues., Wed., and Thurs. 9-11am (and by appt.) 
 
Seminar Statement 
 
The purpose of social science is to produce knowledge and to cultivate understanding in support 
of institutional efforts to improve social conditions and the quality of human life.  Learning to 
practice social research is thus consistent with the defining features of a liberal arts education 
and the development of a personal life philosophy that is humanistic, communitarian and 
motivated by a commitment to the common good.  Not unlike physicians, social scientists are 
morally obligated to assist with the diagnosis and amelioration of problems (albeit, social 
problems) and to do so in an ethically sound manner that avoids inflicting harm upon human 
subjects.   
 
In a general sense, “social research” refers to the practice of any of the established social 
sciences, such as sociology, anthropology, political science, urban studies, psychology, 
international studies or economics.  These various social sciences share a common logic model 
and, for the most part, common methodological strategies.  In this course we will study the logic 
of social science, including the meaning of conceptualization, operationalization and sampling, 
and several quantitative and qualitative methodological strategies.  By semester’s end you will 
be able to make sense of published social research, assess its quality, scope and relevance, and 
be prepared to conduct basic social research. 
 
This course will be taught in an applied, seminar format that combines lectures, discussion and 
experiential learning to de-mystify the knowledge and practical skills of social research.  
Seminar lectures will focus on contextualizing information introduced in the textbook by 
explaining its theoretical and practical importance.  You will be expected to complete 24 hours 
of community based, experiential learning by serving as a volunteer on a community-based 
research team assisting with the completion of a major research project.  The project involves 
administering an interview survey to people living with HIV in community settings and 
collecting qualitative and secondary data from a variety of sources.  You will keep a journal 
throughout the semester in which you will document and reflect upon your community research, 
and you will present your research findings as part of a group URCAS poster presentation at the 
end of the semester.   
 
Due to the importance of class meetings, three unexcused absences qualifies you for an 
automatic “F” in this course 
  
Course Requirements/Grading 
 
Class attendance and participation:    10% 
Applied community research, lab work and journal:  30% 
In class midterm exam (short answer/essay):   25% 
Final Exam:       25% 



URCAS poster presentation:     10% 
Thursday 1/10  Course overview  
 
Tuesday 1/15  Introduction to Human Inquiry 
    Discuss Chapter 1 in Babbie       
 
Thursday 1/17  The Ethics of Social Research 
    Discuss Chapter 3 in Babbie  
 
Tuesday 1/22  The Theory and Method of Research 
    Discuss Chapters 4 and 5 in Babbie  
 
Thursday 1/24  Survey Research 
    Discuss Chapter 9 in Babbie and NA Questionnaire 
 
Tuesday 1/29  Paradigms and Theoretical Foundations 
    Discuss Chapter 2 in Babbie  
 
Thursday 1/31  Sampling 
    Discuss Chapter 7 in Babbie  
 
Tuesday 2/5  Field Debriefing 
          
Thursday 2/7  Field Debriefing/Measurement Strategies 
    Discuss Chapter 6 in Babbie  
 
Tuesday 2/12  Experimental Research 
    Discuss Chapter 8 in Babbie 
 
Thursday 2/14  Unobtrusive Research 
    Discuss Chapter 11 in Babbie  
 
Tuesday 2/19  Evaluation Research 
    Discuss Chapter 12 in Babbie  
 
Thursday 2/21  Field Debriefing/Lab Overview 
 
Tuesday 2/26  Review for Midterm Exam 
 
Thursday 2/28  In Class Midterm Exam [short answer and essay] 
 
Tuesday 3/4  Spring Break         
 
Thursday 3/6  Spring Break 
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Tuesday 3/11  Triangulation 
    (no assigned reading) 
 
Thursday 3/13  Qualitative Research  
    Discuss Chapter 13 in Babbie  
 
Tuesday 3/18  Discussion of Qualitative Research 
 
Thursday 3/20  Easter Break 
 
Tuesday 3/25  Quantitative Research 
    Discuss Chapter 14 in Babbie  
 
Thursday 3/27  Statistical Analysis 
    Discuss Chapter 16 in Babbie  
 
Tuesday 4/1  Presenting Research  
    Discuss Chapter 17 in Babbie       
 
Thursday 4/3  Survey Team Presentations 
 
Tuesday 4/8  Epi Profile Team Presentation 
 
Thursday 4/10  Focus Group Team Presentation 
 
Tuesday 4/15  Provider Audit and Capacity Team Presentation 
 
Thursday 4/17  URCAS Posters are due  
 
Tuesday 4/22  URCAS Poster Presentations (in ANSO department) 
 
Thursday 4/24  Review for Final 
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	Thursday 1/17  The Ethics of Social Research

