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Global warming, conservation, ethanol fuels, organic farming, pollution: the increased awareness of

these issues in recent years-not just from environmental advocacy organizations, but also from the

media, prominent politicians, and Hollywood actors-suggests a growing concern about how and

why environmental problems arise and how societies respond to them. This course provides an

introduction to the dynamic interaction between human society and the natural environment through
an interdisciplinary lens: we will examine the current state of the world's environmental problems

and then seek to understand how human perceptions and uses of the natural world shape approaches
to the environment by examining:

o environmental conceptions and movements (history)
o global warming, biodiversity, and agricultural sustainability (biology)
. environmental justice and racism (sociology)
. business practices and profitability (economics)
. evangelicals and stewardship (religion)
o public policy and campaign rhetoric on environmental issues (political science)
o the future of our planet and of environmental movements (environmental studies)

To deepen our understanding of these environmental issues and perspectives, we will analyze,
probe, question, challenge, and experiment with the ideas we encounter, both in the reading and
writing we do and in our service-learning experiences with community organizations that work to
address environmental problems in Memphis. Several key questions will direct our conversations
(both in and out of the classroom) this semester: what do we mean by "the environment," and how
do humans construct it? How do human beings invoke environmentalism to promote justice,

reshape society, or define truth? How have human beings used nature to justify or define the
existence of divine power? And what role does power play in struggles over defining and shaping
the environment?

Intertwined within these explorations will be opportunities to express your own thoughts and
experiences and to develop and hone your writing skills in such a way that you can share your
observations about the environment and your service-learning experience articulately and
effectively with others. A variety of writing projects will enable you to expand your ability to
communicate well in different circumstances and with different audiences. The reading, critical
thinking, discussing, and writing that you do in this class will prepare you to succeed in your other
college courses.



Expectations

In order to explore environmental persuasions fully, we must expose ourselves to different
perspectives and analyze those perspectives by writing about them and discussing them. To that

end, the four main components of this course are service learning, reading, discussing, and writing.

Service Learning
Service leaming combines meaningful hands-on work in the community with classroom leaming.
For ten of our fifteen weeks this semester (between ll2l and 4lI8), you will spend 2 hours a week
(for a total of 20 hours, not including transit) working with a community partner in Memphis that
seeks to promote environmental conservation, sustainability, and / or justice. The reading that you

do for class will broaden your understanding of the issues the organization seeks to redress; our
discussions (particularly on the Service Learning Discussion days) will allow you to consider how
your experience with the organization informs and is informed by the issues; and your writing will
help you articulate your relationship with your organization and its mission. Your research project,
in particular, will enable you to make connections between the work you are doing in and out of the
classroom.

Reading
Our readings are persuasive pieces written about environmental issues and as such consist of the
public discourse, advocacy literature, newspaper andmagazine articles, and scholarly texts that
influence our attitudes and decisions. Aside from John Trimble's Writing with Style, there is no
central textbook for this course; all of the readings are instead available online through Moodle,
either in the form of a PDF document or a hyperlink. I occasionally may supplement these readings
with handouts from or links to other sources; and in addition to the reading assigned, I encourage
you to pay attention to current periodicals, websites, and literature for contemporary environmental
disputes that will inform our class discussions.

To understand the readings to the best of your ability, I encourage you to read actively. Allow time
when preparing for class to read the selection(s) more than once, and engage your text in a
conversation by writing your ideas and questions in the margins and by underlining or marking
passages that you find interesting or problematic. Doing so will help you form an opinion about the
reading and to articulate that opinion clearly to your classmates, both in discussions and in your
writing.

Discussing
Class discussions will help you sort through your reactions to the readings and expand your
understanding of them as you engage with and learn from the perspectives of your fellow
classmates. I will frequently ask you to draw upon your service learning experiences in the
classroom, particularly on our "Service Learning Discussion" days, where I will ask you to make
connections between the course readings and your experiences with your community partner. Our
discussions will take different forms: sometimes we will discuss as a whole group, sometimes in
small groups, sometimes electronically, sometimes using creative exercises. ln every form of
discussion, I encourage and expect you to voice your opinions, offer interpretations, and ask
questions in a way that expresses your genuine interest and intelligence.



Writing
you will have the chance express your thoughts and analyze your service learning experience and

the works we read more thoroughly by writing about them. Because learning to write effectively

takes a lot of time and practice,-I will oft"tt ur{. you to reflect upon and to revise your own writing

and to offer productive feedback to your classmates on their writing, often via in-class writing

workshops tirat will help you explorl different aspects of the writing process. You will frequently

get to express ana analyzlnot only through these writing workshops, your service learning journal,

InA in-class writing, but also through informal short responses and formal papers.

you will find the service Learning Journal you keep to be helpful; the ten enlries you write for your

journal will help you proces, youir.*ice learning experience, prepare for class discussion,

i*pro,r. your wriiing, ana 
"o-" 

up with ideas for your formal papers. I will occasionally ask you

to write informal shJrt retponses, which should be typed and double-spaced and should be a

minimum of one Page in length.

you will also get to communicate your interpretations and analyses and hone your writing skills

through five drmal papers and a radical revision of two of those formal papers. Your first and last

papers will serve as anintroduction and conclusion to your service learning experience; the second

*a tfrira papers (both with revision) will be position papers on the issues we will be addressing;

and the fourth paper will incorporate the issues and your service learning experience with further

research. you will turn in your formal papers and revisions electronically; I will give you more

details about the formatting of your paper; and the process for turning them in before your first

paper is due.

Respect

Beyond these three main components of our class-reading, discussing, and writing-I have

adiitional expectations that encourage respect, both within our classroom and within our larger

scholarly communitY.

Commitment
Since you (and/or your parents) are paying approximately $145 per class session, it is in your best

interest to attend all classes. Because the regular attendance of each class member is crucial for the

rest of the class to leam, I expect you to respect the contribution you make to the class and to make

a commitment to your classmates to attend ilass and to be here on time, except in the rare case of

unforeseeable or uncontrollable circumstances (which does not include alarm clock malfunctions)'

Anyone who misses class regularly or repeatedly canno,t realistically expect to pass the course; in

faci, you, gradewill be increasingly negatively affected with each absence after three absences.

Unexcused and unexplained absences will be interpreted as indicating indifference and may be

weighed in determining a borderline grade at the end of the semester. Please note that I will award

urrylr* with perfect attindance an extra point added onto his or her final average at the end of the

semester.



Trust
I firmly believe in honesty: I will be fully honest with you in regards to every aspect of the course,
including your progress, and I expect you to be honest with me and your classmates in kind. This
honesty within our classroom creates trust, and trust enables a more positive learning experience.

Because academic dishonesty violates the sense of trust among colleagues that education seeks to
foster, I have no tolerance for plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty. I promptly
hand plagiarism cases over to the Honor Council, where a guilty ruling by the council can result in
an automatic "F" for the course and possibly suspension or expulsion from the College. We will
discuss plagiarism more fully as the semester progresses, but a good rule of thumb is to always
acknowledge your sources for any idea that is not your own since plagiarism does not just consist of
paylng for papers off the Internet but can also include the failure to cite a work properly or any
attempt to represent someone else's work (or any part of it) as your own. If you are unsure about
whether something qualifies as plagiarism or not, please ask me.

Fairness
All students in this class will be treated fairly, regardless of race, sex, creed, sexual orientation,
disability, nationality, or socioeconomic status. Hate speech or harassment of other students on
these or any other gtounds is not acceptable in my class.

If you have a learning or physical disability, or if you learn best utilizing a particular method, please
discuss with me how I can best accommodate your learning needs. I am committed to making
educational opportunities available to all students. In order for me to address properly the needs of
students who have disabilities, though, it is necessary that such students approach me as soon as the
semester starts, preferably on the first day of class.

Consideration
In order to be considerate of me, your classmates, and your education, please turn off or silence cell
phones, pagers, MP3 players, and the like while class is in session. Please do not place your cell
phones on vibrate; vibrating phones still create a disturbance.

Communication
I encourage you to see me at any time about anything pertaining to this course and your leaming. If
you are having a problem with the work, or even if you want to talk about something totally
unrelated to the class, feel free to come by during my office hours or to contact me by phone or
email to arrange a mutually convenient meeting time. If I do not hear from you, I can only assume
that you are satisfied with how the class is going and with your development as a critical thinker
and writer. I will make every effort to accommodate your interests and needs, but your growth in
this class, as in the whole of your education, will largely be a product of your own desire and
efforts.



Your Work

One of my goals for this class is that you focusing on learning-on growing and developing as a
thinker and writer-and not on grades. To that end, I will provide prompt and extensive formative
feedback on your papers as you turn them in, but I will not immediately assign grades to your work.
Please know that I am happy to meet individually with you at any point in the semester to discuss
your progress in the course in terms of your analysis, writing, and class participation. You can
expect that your final grade will be determined as such:

Class Participation l0%
Short Responses 5%
Service Learning 20%
Paper | 5%
Paper2 I0%
Paper 3 15%
Paper 4 20%
Paper 5 l0%
Presentation 5%



Schedule of Readings and Assignments

Please note that all reading and writing assignments should be completed before class on the day for

which they are listed. All assignments are due by the beginning of class unless otherwise indicated'

An alphabetical list of the full citations for the readings, including author's name and title of each

work, may be found at the end of this schedule. Except for Trimble, all readings are available
online through Moodle.

Date Tonic Readins Assisnments Due

January 9 Course Introduction
and Svllabus

11 Plagiarism Workshop Syllabus Personal Essay
Plagiarism Quiz

l 4 Service Learning Intro Trimble 133-48
t6 Re-Leamine to Read Faisley 590-97: Ballenger 33-67 DEJs from Ballenger

l 8 Current State of the World Wilson 42-78: Diamond 486-525 Take ecological footprint

2T MLK, Jr. Day: No Class
23 Evaluating Writing Expectations for Papers; Sample Papers

25 Historv of Environmentalism Diamond 1-15; White, Jr. (online)

28 Historv of Environmentalism Switzer 1-35; Hawken II-47

29 Trimble 105-32: Grammar handout Paper 1 (5:00pm)

30 Global Warming An Inconvenient Truth; Milloy (online);
Wilson 3-21

February 1 Genetically Modifi ed Plants
and Food Clonine

Kingsolver 43 -5 8 ; monsanto.com;
Saleton (online)

4 Veeetarianism Pollan 304-33 : chooseves.com
6 Brainstorming Workshop Ballenger 3-3 1 ; Trimble 3 -24 Writine Process Response
8 Thesis Workshop Brine two theses.
1 l Service Learning Discussion Product Response

I2 Paper 2 (5:00pm)
13 Peer Review Balleneer 637-44 Review 2 papers

15 Revision Workshop Ballenser 597-603
18 Oreanization Workshop Trimble 32-48 Brine Paper 2 to class.

20 Conferences:No Class
22 Environmental Justice Seventeen Principles (online); Simpson

82-101: Perlman 172-90
25 Paper 2 Rev. (5:00pm)

26 Environmental Justice Dumke (online)

27 Introduction to Research Ballenger 429-40 and 462-69; Faigley
557-63.567-69. 573-77

29 Research Proposals Ballenger 219-24, 248-5I Lib. Scavenser Hunt

March 3-7 Sorins Break
10 S ervice Learnine Discusston Syllabus Service Org. Response



Date Topic Reading Assisnments Due
T2 Intros / Conclusions Sample lntros and Conclusions; Trimble

25 -3 t .49 -52
2 sample introductions

13 Proposal and AB

t4 Environmental Economics Wilson 22-41: Diamond 441-85
t7 Environmental Economics Esty 7-29: Honda (online)

18 Paoer 3 (5:00pm)

T9 Peer Review Review 2 papers

2 l Easter Break
24 Relieion and the Environmen Falwell (online): Wildmon (online)

26 Relision and the Environmenl EEN (online); Louv 285-300
28 Conferences: No Class
31 Transitions Workshop

Aoril 1 Paper 3 Rev. (5:00pm)

2 Style Workshop Trimble 53-81; Williams 24-52
4 Presentatons

Presentatons
9 Presentations
l 1 Servce Learnine Discusston Lobbyine Response

T4 Politics Bliese 9 -22; Republicans (online); White
House (online)

15 Paper 4 (5:00pm)

16 Politics Green Party (online); Democrats (online)
Pew Forum (online)

18 Future Edwards 59-61: Wilson 149-89
21 Future deVilliers 284-313
23 Future Nordhaus 130-54: Baron 231-40
25 Course Conclusion

Mav 1 Paper 5 (5:00)
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