
The His lory  o f  Books
Professor Elise Louterboch
louterboche@rhodes.ed u
(w) 8a3-3141 (h) 725-6579 (no colls ofterS pm).
Office hours: TBA in Polmer 309A, ond by oppointment ol Otherlonds Coffee Shop of 641 S. Cooper.

When we reod o book, we use o sophisticoted piece of lechnology wilh o long ond sloried hisiory. Books
ore unique historicol ortifocls with slories lo tell beyond those printed within the poges. This inlroduction lo
college writing ond orgument explores the hislory of books os physicol objecls. The closs will sludy
everyihing obout books excepi whot their texts meon, including the development of printing, outhorship,
copyrighl, typogrophy, illusirolion, binding, poper ond ink monufoclure, preservolion, book collecting,
ond forgery. In oddiiion to o reseorch projeci on o self-selected book printed before 

'1920, you will write
ond revise three shorler popers lhroughout the semester.

This course emphosizes:
. Argument conslruclion (Eoch essoy musi hove o cleor cloim, supported by sirong sub-cloims ond

onolysis of evidence, with ciled quototions ond porophroses of evidence)
. SVle (tronsilions, word choice, lone, figurotive longuoge, sentence struciure)
o Leorning io onqllrze ond crilicolly evoluole ideos, orgumenis, ond points of view
. Asking quesllons of lexts ond obiecls
. Applying course moieriol to solve new problems you frome yourself
. Flnding ond uslng resources to solve onswer questions ond to solve problems
. Ihoroughness (All work will be corefully conceived, ciled, ond proofreod)

TEXTS

Joseph Willioms' Sfyle, Nicholson Boker's Double Fold, The MU Hondboob Phillip Goskell's A New
Introduction to Bibliogrophy, o course pocket (purchosed in closs for $20.00), o book published before
1920 of your choice (We'll discuss howto do this loterin the semesler)

ASS IGNMENTS

Your finol grode is comprised of the following ossignments:

ESSAYS -  70%

QUIZZES AND ASSIGNMENTS.  20%

Quizzes: Mony closs periods will open with o brief quiz designed to determine if you ore prepored
to discuss the reoding ossigned for thot doy. Success in quizzes requires reoding we,l-not
skimming-ond toking notes.

Homework: You will complete occosionol homework ossignments, mony reviewing on Williom's
Sfyle. Other ossignments will require preporotion of discussion questions of hondouts bosed on
reoding ossignments. Some homework ossignments will simply be on emoiled response to the
professor.

. Reseorch Assignment This exercise requires ihorough explorotion of the librory's resources in
preporolion for your finol reseorch poper.

. In order lo receive full credit in ihis cotegory you must olso ocquire your pre-I920s book by the sel
dote.

CTASS PARTIC IPA I ION -  IO%

The finol l0% of your grode depends upon my evoluoiion of your closs porticipolion ond investment in this
course. You will noi outomolicolly receive lhese poinls-you musi eorn them. I expecl you to corefully



complete homework ossignmenls thoroughly prepore to discuss eoch reoding ossignments, ond for you
to octively ond frequently porticipote in closs discussion.

MEETING WI IH  IHE  PROFESSOR

At some point in the semester, everyone is required to meet wiih me oboul on essoy other thon the one
work-shopped in closs. lt's importont to me thol I spend work wilh eoch of you individuolly during ihe
semesler. Pleose moke use of my office hours to discuss essoy drofis or simply io broinslorm for ideos ond
opprooches. Foilure to meet lhis requiremeni will resull in o foiling porticipotion grode.

ABSENCES

The nolure of skills course like ENGl5l (unlike o conteni course) requires ihot you be in closs, where you
will see ond proctice lhose skills. In our closs, I gronl you two "free/excused" obsences regordless of
couse. Pleose use these skips wisely: plon oheod. For every doy you ore lote, your finol grode for lhe
course will suffer .l poinl. Any sludeni who folls osleep in closs will be counied os obsent for thot closs.
lf you miss closs on the doy o poper is due, pleose leove il outside my office door no loler ihon I I om
ihol doy, otherwise it Wll be considered lote.

lf you would like 1o oppeol for odditionol excused obsences beyond your two "free" obsences, you Wll
need to go through the Deon of Students office ond file o formol request, which moy or moy noi be
gronted, depending on ihe circumsfonces. lf you physicolly miss more lhon six closses, you will foil ihe
course. These policies ore consistenl wiih mosl other English courses.

Nole: you ore responsible for finding oui hom o clossmole whot hoppened in closs the doy you were
obsenl or lote; pleose do nol osk me. Do nol bother coming ot oll if you ore more thon l0 minuies lole;
such tordiness is both disruptive ond disrespectful lo the closs os o whole. Eoch doy it will be your
responsibilily to sign the oliendonce noiebook. lf your signoiure is not ihere for o porticulor doy, you will
be counled obsent. lf you ore lole, you will need to find lhe noiebook, sign il, ond document your
tordiness.

Atlendonce Policy from the Rhodes Colleoe Cololoo

Rhodes, os o residentiol college of the liberol orts ond sciences, considers interoctive engogement with olher students ond
the professor, in o structured setting, to be one of the essentiolond centrol components of the ocodemic progrom. Students
enrolled of the institution moke o commilment to porticipote fully in their educotion, which includes ottending closs.
Absenteeism is not to be token lightly.

Any student who foils to ottend the first doy of o closs without providing prior notice of his or her obsence to the insfructor of
the course or the choirperson of the deporlmenf moy be removed from the course upon request of the instructor lo lhe
Registror. The student is responsible for dropping lhe closs officiolly upon notificotion thot such oction hos been token.

Specific ottendonce policies ore set by individuolinslructors, who stote lhem in the course syllobiond during the first closs
sessions. Students ore responsible for knowing the ottendonce policy in eoch of their courses, for obtoining ond moslering
moteriol covered during on obsence, ond for determining, in consultotion wilh the instructor, whether ond under whot
conditions moke-up work will be permitted. Sludenl's should underslond if undertoking college-sonclioned ocfivilies (e.9.,
vorsity olhletics. internships, ond off-compus compelilions connected with courses) thol fheir porlicipotion in such oclivities
moy come of fhe cosl of obsences from olher courses or even forfeiting credil on certoin ossignmenfs when moking lhem up
is nof feosible. lt is lhe sludenl's responsibility lo oddress lhe issues relqfed lo missing o closs wholever lhe reoson for lhe
obsence.

lf, in occordonce with the course policies, the instructor determines thot excessive obsences ore jeopordizing o student's
obility lo obtoin o possing grode in the course, lhe instructor moy moke written request fo the Deon of the College thot the
student be removed from the course with o grode of F. lf o student is removed from two or more courses in the some semester
for this reoson, lhe student moy be osked to withdrow from the College.

EMAIT  POTICY

Emoiling o professor is like emoiling your boss. Toke the opportuniiy ond impress her. As on English
professor, I do not oppreciote emoils withoul o solutotion. Emoils with egregious typos, grommoticol ond
punctuotion mislokes, ond no copiiol lelters oppeor disrespectful ore not worth my lime io reod. Simolv
oui, I will not resoond io slopov emoils. Write occordingly.



ESSAY GUIDET INES

ln formol essoys, I deducl 0.1 points from your finol grode for eoch grommolicol enor (including typos,
punctuotion, ond citotion). Proofreod corefully.

Bsoys moy be no shorter thon 50 words under lhe required word count. Students will lose I /3 o letler
grode for eoch 50 words on essoy runs under. Bsoys moy run over the word couni withoui penolty.

Essqy l: l0% (1500 words)
Bsoy 2: 15% (l 500 words)
Bsoy 3: 20% (2000 words)
Essoy 4: 25% (2500wotdsl

. Eoch essoy should be iyped with opproximoiely 300 words per poge (i.e. Times Romon l2; I "
morgins), double-spoced, pledged in full, ond must Include o word count, pqge numbeB, youl
nome, my nome, ond o lhoughttul fllle.

. All olher poper formotting, including spocing, quoiing, eic, olso should olso follow MLA siyle,
which con be tound in your texi 7he MLA Hondbook.

o For the mosi port, your firsi three popers will noi include ony sources beyond those reod in closs.
You moy use outside sources with my opprovol. Your first three popers will criticolly
synthesize/exomine/critique ond/or expond on closs reodings. Your finol essoy will criticolly
exomine on old book of your choice ond will rely on oulside reseorch to supporf your onolysis.

. Eoch poper musi include muliiple sources. Popers which cite fewer thon 3 sources will be
penolized. These texts must be ciled in your essoy in MLA formot.

. Submit only hord copies of finol drofls ond olwop keep o spore hord copy of your poper.
Computer problems ore noi o legitimote excuse for loieness.

. All popers ore due in closs on the doy stipuloied on ihe syllobus. Any unexcused lote poper will
be penolized l/3 of o letter grode for every doy lote (A becomes A-, B+ becomes B). lWll gront
extensions in speciol circumslonces, but you must contoct me of leost one doy before the poper
is due. No excepiions.

o Per English deportment policy, foilure 10 compleie ony of the four mojor popers for this closs will
resuli in loilure of the closs.

WORKSHOPS

Eoch student will submit the drofl of one essoy lo be work-shopped by the closs. We will workshop
opproximotely 4 drofls in the closs period betore o finol poper droft is due. lf it is your lurn, you will submit
on electronic copy of your poper droft to me vio emoil no loter thon I I om ihe Mondoy preceding the
workshop. lf your drott ls not ln ot lhot iime, your finol poper grode for thot drofl will suffer o full lefter
grode. There ore no formol "exlensions" for drofls due 1o the nolure of the ossignmenl/workshop;
however, you moy switch wilh someone if you ore unoble lo wriie your droft for the workshop for which
you hove signed up. Just keep me informed oboui ony chonges.

After submissions ore in, o pockel wilh ononymous drofls for workshop will be emoiled to the closs
for you to downlood. The file will be in PDF formol; be sure you hove Adobe Reoder (tree from
www.odobe.com) lo occess the file. lf you ore hoving difficully, contoct ITS Helpdesk. Eoch sludent,
including drofi writers, must print, reod, ond commenl on lhe pockel for ihe workshop. The pocket will
include o sheel on instruction os its firsl poge. During workshop, the writers will receive commenis
suggesling woys to revise both from peen ond me. When you turn in your revised, finol poper lhol hos
been work-shopped, you must olso submit the following: lhe workshop drofi with my comments, your
peers' "review' sheets (ihough not the drofts ihot occomponied them), ond o stotemenl of revision
(whot you focused on os you revised), Your tinql grode wlll sutfer if you do nof subsionllolly levise your
droft.



DEPARTMENT OF  ENGTISH EXPECTATIONS AND POI . IC IES

A college course is more thon simply o set of ossignments; il is on intellectuol process, one which requires
octive engogemeni from beginning 1o end in order to ochieve its iniended resulls. Wilh this in mind, the
Deportment oJ English hos formuloted o number of expectotions ond the policies ihoi support them. lf
you hove questions obout how these policies relole lo the syllobus for o porticulor course, you should
oddress them lo the instructor.

Aite n d o n ce: The success of o course depends 1o o significont exteni upon the presence of sludenls
olert ond prepored to oddress lhe subject under discussion. Unovoidoble obsences should be discussed
Wih ihe inslruclor, ideolly before they occur. Excessive obsences will result in o lowering of grode, in
some coses lo on F.

D e o d I in e s : Wriiing ossignments, tests, etc., ore corefully scheduled os sloges toword the fulfillment of
lhe course's gools ond connot be indefinitely defened withoul frustroting those gools. Brief extensions for
good reosons moy be permissible wilh the instructor's prior opprovol; oiherwise, lole ossignmenls will be
penolized ond moy result in lheir nol being occepled for credil.

Submission of  ol l  work:  Al l  mojor ossignments ore in iegrol  to lhegoolsof the course. Foi lure to
complete ony mojor ossignmeni will result in o grode of F for the course.

ln iel leciuol  honestv:  Al l  work is ossumed to be the studenl 's own ond produced exclusively for
the course in which it is submilted. Popers written for one course, even if revised, ore nol lo be submitied
in onolher wilhoul lhe instructor's prior opprovol. Borrowing of ideos or longuoge from other sources
(including published moteriol, other sludent popers, the inlernet or olher eleclronic resources, etc.) must
be corefully documented. Sludenis ore odvised ogoinst posting their work on the internel since doing so
moy leod to suspicion of plogiorism. Students ore odvised to mointoin drofts of their work to verify iis
originolity. Coses of suspected plogiorism will be refered 1o the Honor Council, ond ihe student if
convicted will receive o grode of F in the course in oddilion 1o sonciions ossigned by the Council.
Corelessness in documenling sources, even if noi lechnicolly plogiorism, will be penolized os the instructor
deems oppropriote. lf you ore uncertoin obout how or whether to documeni sources, consult your
leocher.



E N G L  l 5 l :  T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  B o o k s
Sy l l obus

U n i t l :  M A T E R I A L I T Y

wk t

wk2

wk3

w k 4

wk5

Un i t 2 :  REA

Th,  Jon l0 :

Tu ,  Jon  l5 :

Th ,  Jon  lZ :

T v ,  J o n 2 2 :

Th, Jon 24:

T u ,  J o n 2 9 :

T h ,  J o n  3 l :

Tu, Feb 5:
Th, Feb Z:

D I N G  &  C I

Introduction. Sign up for Goskell Section.

i$tffiiffi#$#H$l l$ r$ $ffi#H$i,f,#i$$ffi4i#fii ii Goskell pp. I -B 171-185, plus ossisned
section.
lntroduction to Cloims. Willioms Lessons l-2

Morris "The ldeol Book"; Worde "Printing should be invisible" (pocket).
mp:Hfiiffi$, ' ]tl*1ffi#ttfiixHffiifiiflifiild*$$i$:i:,ofi,;m,om$l$fidliix/.fliitil:frffi#t.
Groves "Judging Books by their Covers" (pocket). Willioms 3.

Tonselle "Librories, Museums, ond Reoding" (pocket); Willioms 4.
7 PM FILM VIEWING of "Helvetico" Borrett 034.
Stewort "The Minioture" (pocket). Essoy I discussion.

Workshop Poper I {drofts due,'f{on, F-eb 4 @ 11 om).
Librory Meetins ( Borrett 035) . fiffffr fitifiilli #i

R C U L A T I O N

wk5 Tu, Feb 12:
Th,  Feb 14:

Wk7 Tu,  Feb 19 :
Ih ,  Feb 2 l :

Wk B Tu, Feb 26:

Th, Feb 28:
F ,  M o r  l :

Wk 9 Tu. Mor 4:
Th, Mor 6:

U n i t 3 :  T E X T U A L  A F T E

Dornton "First Steps Toword o History of Reoding" (pocket). Willioms 5.
Blonck "A Twentieth-Century Look of Nineteenth-Century Children's
Books" (pocket). Wil l ioms 6.

Holl "The Oprohficotion of Literocy" (pocket).
Wil l ioms 7.

:Htii#iiilF,f ieil$fit$f,iill$ii$irfit' :i#ii ltntroouctory Porosroph). Brins 3 copies
to closs for workshop.
Workshop Poper2 (drofts due Wednesdoy, Feb.27 of I lom).
iHifiHi$frii#$#fi# in EPL's box on office door by 5 pm.

Spring Recess (no closs)
Spring Recess (no closs)

R L I F E

wk 10

w k i l

w k  1 2

w k  1 3

w k  l 4

w k  l 5

w k  l 6

Tu ,Mor l l :
Th,  Mor  l3 :

Tu, Mor l8:
Th, Mor 20:

Tu, Mor 25:
Th, Mor 27:

Tu,  Apr  1:
Th, Apr 3:

Tu, Apr 8:
Th, Apr 10:
Fri ,  Apr 1 1:

Tu,  Apr  15:
Th,  Apr  lZ:

Tu, Apr 22:
Th, Apr 24

Bosbones "Mony Yeors" (pocket).
Tonselle "A Rotionole of Collecting" (pocket). Figurotive longuoge discussion.

Boker through I 10.
Eoster Recess (No Closs)

Boker completed; IIS reodings (pocket).Willioms 8.
Librory Meeting (Borrett 035). You musl hove your old book by todoy!

All obout Conclusions
ffiiffii#l#jig6i$i$.fi1e,1iruffffi (oll students. Brins 3 copies to closs).

Workshop Poper 3 (drofts due Mondoy, Apr 7 of 11 om).
U of M Librory Trip (no closs).
fiitljifi#lill$i:i,:l#U# in EPL's box on office door by 5 pm.

W I i i ffi : ?; Ifitffi ffiffi $ffiffi u**
Workshop Poper4 {drofts due Mondoy, Apr 23 @ 1 lom).
LAST CLASS. Edpe-tl#:i.dUe*,



c R A D I N G  C R I T E R I A  F O R  W R I T T E N  W O R K :  E N G t  l 5 l

A / 4.0 Excellent work.
The essoy slotes o cleor cloim or objeclive. ldeos ore logicolly developed. The essoy is orgonized os q whole ond on
fhe porqgroph level. Conloins close reoding thof disploys on impressive insighf ond inferprefolive sophisficofion. Eoch
quotolion is occomponied by on oppropriole level of onolysis lhot ollows fhe essay lo tronsifion fully ond wilhoui
conlrodiclion fo the next point. Completely fulfills/ goes beyond fhe objeclives outlined in fhe ossignmenl.
Demonstroles o good commqnd of tone ond word choice. Free of serious erors in grommor, puncluoiion, spelling, or
mechonics.

A- /3.7 Very fine work.
Shores mony quolilies wilh "A" work but locks ihe sophislicolion ond polish of fhe lolfer.

B+ /3.3 very good wo*.
Very Promising. Conloins o cleorly stoted fhesis lhof is logicolly developed. Fulfills oll fhe objeclives of the ossignment.
Engoges relevont course moteriols ond demonslrqles on odequote commond of fone qnd word choice. Contoins
quofolions ond close reoding bul somelimes ideos ore nof developed or onol}rzed fully. Moy conloin some owkword
expressions. Arguments moy need some further work in ironing oul conlrodiclions or in motfers of focus or reolizolion.
Sfyle shows compeience if not polish. No serious enors in grommor, punctuolion, spelling. or mechonics.

B /3.0 Good work.
Pleosing. Fulfills the ossignmenl requirements. Demonstroles lhe wrifer hos reod the course moleriols ond lisiened
otlenlively in closs. Confoins inleresling orgumenls, relevont quotolion ond some onolysis, lhough moy need o more
complex or exfended onolysis in plqces. Well-orgonized overoll buf moy lock the smoofh lronsilions of popers
receiving higher grodes. Free of serious, chronic erors but
moy need improvemenf in grommor ond style.

B- /2.7 toi wok.
Shores mosf of the quolities of "8" poper buf moy contoin o few mechonicol enors, owkword expressions, or flows in
logicol development. Sometimes orgumenfs or close reodings ore underdeveloped, ihereby hindering lhe obvious
insighfs in fhe poper from being communicoled.

C +/2.3 Sotisfoclory work.
Fulfills lhe bosic objeclives of lhe ossignmenl bul needs morked improvement in orgonizofion, logicol developmenl,
ond slyle. Drows on relevonl iexfs bul does noi engoge in oppropriote close reoding, or ot fhe level of sophislicolion
demonsfroled in on "A" or "8" poper. Moy contoin some enors in grommor, punctuolion, spelling, or mechonics bul
still demonsfrofes fhot fhe wrifer mode some effort ot revision ond proofreoding.

C,/2.0 Averoge wo*.
Shores mony quolities ot o "Cr" poper buf moy show more flows in orgonizofion, siyle. ond logicol developmenf.
Contoins enors in grommor, punctuofion, spelling, or mechonics bul connol be chorocierized os "sloppy."

C-ll .7 Below overoge work.
Fulfllls lhe mosl obvious condifions of the ossignmenl but moy lock o complele undersfonding of relevont course
moteriols. Thesis is fqirly cleqr but moy lock qdequole supporting evidence or thorough logicol developmenl.
Conloins enors in grommor, puncluolion, spelling, or mechonics.

D/l .0 Poor work.
Demonslrotes on oltempl to fulfill fhe condiiions of the ossignmenf buf shows confusion or is incomplele. Moy be
bodly orgonized or lock odequoie evidence lo support iis mojor poinfs. Enors in grommor. puncluofion, spelling, or
mechonics descend lo lhe level of sloppiness.

F I O Unsotisfoctory work. Shows o significonf misundersionding of or willful deporlure from
lhe requiremenls of lhe ossignment. Argument ond quoiotions ore poorly sfoled or non-existenl, ond fhe overoll
poper locks coherent orgonizotion ond developmenl. Rife wilh enors in grommor, puncfuolion, spelling, or
mechonics.


