
RHODES  COLLEGE  DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC 

COURSE  SYLLABUS 

MUSIC 161-5, APPLIED VOICE 

Spring SEMESTER, 2008 

Mrs. Jennifer Goode Cooper 
212 Hassell Hall 
646.322.8909 (Cell) 
Email: CooperJ@rhodes.edu

I.  COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course consists of weekly individual voice lessons. Lessons and Studio Classes are 
devoted to the development of the vocal, musical and dramatic talents of each individual. 

II. COURSE CALENDAR 
• A weekly lesson time will be scheduled with the instructor—208 Hassell. 
• Studio Classes may be held during the semester, on Wednesday evenings, TBA 
• Final examinations are on Reading Day, time TBA unless arranged otherwise 

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES 
1.  Students will be able to perform from memory several songs, using healthy vocal 

production. 

2.  Students will be able to demonstrate appropriate stage etiquette and the dramatic 
intent of the piece 

3. Students will be able to describe the vocal improvement they have achieved during 
the semester. 

4. Students will be able to analyze and criticize intelligently the vocal performances of 
others. 

IV. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Lesson Attendance. All lessons missed by the professor will be made up. Lessons 
missed by the student will be made up, time permitting, only in cases of illness, 
emergency, or conflicts with other school-sponsored activities (other than social).  If you 
are unable to attend your classes because of sickness, please call me on my cell first 
thing.  Please make every effort to speak with me, or if you must leave a message on my 
voicemail. Lessons will be made up only if these guidelines are followed. If you miss a 
lesson without giving 24 hours notice, you will receive an F for that week’s grade.  

Lesson Preparation. You are expected to spend a few hours per week in lesson 
preparation.  Please do not attempt this all at once. A short time each day is more 
valuable than a lengthy session once in a while. You are strengthening muscles in the 
same way that an athlete does, with regular exercise. 

mailto:CooperJ@rhodes.edu


Required Materials.  Assigned music/accompanying cd’s, the desire to be a better 
singer 

Studio Classes.  All students are required to attend Studio Classes (TBA) and to perform 
at least one time during the semester. An accompanist fee for the studio classes will 
apply. 

Recital Attendance.  Each student is required to attend ONE vocal concert this 
semester, and turn in a typed document of vocal analysis.  How does the voice sound?  Is 
it healthy?  Do you enjoy it?  Can you apply any of the elements you hear in your own 
singing? 
 
Departmental Convocations. The Departmental convocations are held on Wednesdays 
at 4:15. Music majors and music minors are required to attend. All music majors must 
perform on two departmental convocations each semester. All music minors must 
perform on one departmental convocation each semester. 

 

Final Examination. The Final Examination will take place Reaading Day, time TBA. 
You must take a final performance examination administered by Professor Cooper. All 
students will perform two songs from memory~  the first of your choice, the second of 
mine.  You will also walk through your own warm-up exercises. 

 

V. COURSE GRADING 

The final grade will be determined by the following criteria:  

Average of weekly lesson grades    70% 

Studio classes (attendance and participation), Recital attendance/critique document  
            20% 

Final performance examination    10%  

Students are welcome to discuss the grading process with the professor at any time 
during the semester. 

Term fee.  The applied music fee for the term is $350.00, non-refundable after the first 
lesson is completed.  Once the first lesson is taken, a student is liable for the entire 
semester, whether the course is dropped or not. 
 

Music majors and minors are required by the Music Department to attend a designated 
number of concerts each term. If the concert attendance requirement is not met, the grade 
in the student’s principal applied music area is lowered by two full letter grades (A to C, 
etc.).  Students should make certain they are in good standing regarding recital 
attendance by communicating with Dr. Bryant, administrator of the recital attendance 
requirement. 
Every aspect of the course will be viewed in light of the Honor Code of Rhodes College. 



The schedule and procedures in the course are subject to change 
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