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First-Year Writing Seminar:   
Cultural Studies and the Study of Popular Culture 
English 151 - CRN 21170 
Tuesday & Thursday 11 – 12:15pm  Barret 020 
    
Spring 2011 Contact Information   Office: Palmer 311 
Dr. Rychetta Watkins      Telephone Extension:  x3445 
Email: watkinsr@rhodes.edu Office Hours: MW 11am-noon; T/TH 9-10am 

We will develop the skills of critical analysis and writing papers with sources using John Storey’s Cultural 
Studies and the Study of Popular Culture as our guide.  Drawing on Storey’s introduction to theories and 
methods of cultural studies, we will read a variety of cultural texts—novels, stories, essays, song lyrics 
and visual texts—and critically examine issues of media, communication, reception and representation 
in contemporary American culture.  
 
Course Goals and Objectives 
This course is designed to help students develop the ability to read and think critically, to employ 
discussion and writing as a means of exploring and refining ideas, and to express those ideas in effective 
prose.  According to the college catalog, this course fulfills the F2 requirement to “Develop excellence in 
written communication.” This is defined as “the ability to express concise and methodical arguments in 
clear and precise prose.” Based on this description, I have developed the following goals and objectives 
for the semester: 
•  Become familiar with the process of writing—prewriting, drafting, and revising. 
•  Be able to distinguish between fact and opinion, critically evaluating evidence in order to derive 
conclusions from factual evidence. 
•  Develop the ability to identify main ideas, outline development, and identify types of support and 
assumptions in written texts. 
•  Develop the ability to limit a topic to manageable proportions. 
•  Develop the ability to construct a logically organized and sound paper with a clear thesis, well-defined 
paragraphs and sustained, reasonable argument.   
•  Learn to incorporate source materials and synthesize different points of view from secondary sources. 
•  Use peer and instructor feedback to revise and edit. 
What’s the point?  Well, to put it in assessment speak, the hoped for outcome is that you end up a 
better reader and writer. By the end of the semester, you should become better able to analyze and 
critically evaluate others’ ideas and present those assessments in clear, well-reasoned, coherent, “clean” 
prose.  At the end of the semester, we will all pause to consider whether these objectives have been 
met and brainstorm strategies to consolidate our strengths and develop our weaknesses.  
 
Required Texts 
Rosenwasser and Stephen  Writing Analytically, 5th Ed. 
Rhodes College Handbook for Writers   Available in the Writing Center or English Department Office 
Storey, John    Cultural Studies and the Study of Popular Culture 
Bookmark:  Oxford English Dictionary: www.oed.edu 
Bookmark:  Purdue University Online Writing Lab:  www.owl.english.purdue.edu 
Bookmark: The Commercial Appeal www.commercialappeal.com and a national newspaper of your 
choice. 

http://www.oed.edu/
http://www.commercialappeal.com/
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Grade Components and Scale 
Participation and Preparation   15% 
Moodle Responses/ In-class writing 20% 
2 Essays – 3-4 pages   20%  
Final Essay with Sources – 8-10pps 45% 

Proposal/Annotated Bibliography 
   15% 
 Drafts  10% 
 Final Paper 20% 
Total     100% 

 

 
A  100-95  A- 94-91 

 B+ 90-88  B 87-84 
 B- 83-81  C+ 80-78 
 C 77-74  C- 73-71 
 D+ 70-68  D 67-64  

D- 63-61  F 60 >  
 
 

There is no final in this course. 

Attendance 
Attendance is very important in a discussion-centered classroom. A successful student will strive to 
attend every class and be ON TIME.  Since situations do arise that may cause you to be absent, you will 
be allowed up to three absences, or “personal days,” for the semester.  After those three instances, only 
absences for documented illness and documented death or serious illness of immediate family members 
will be considered excused.  Foreseeable absences for school related travel or activities require 
documentation and at least one week’s advance notice; otherwise, the absence will be counted as 
unexcused.  If your absence IS excused, any in-class assignments you may have missed will not be 
counted against you.  Students who have missed class time should get notes from a classmate, review 
the notes and consult with me to clear up any questions.  It is your responsibility to get class notes and 
set up and keep appointments to make up missed work.  Missing an appointment or deadline for 
make-up work will result in failure of the assignment.  More than five unexcused absences will result in 
failure of the course.   
 
Participation is determined by more than a warm body and empty comments.  Everyone is expected to 
contribute regularly and significantly through in-class discussion and responses that are driven by an 
attentive reading of the materials assigned for each day.  We are striving to build a discourse community 
based on our shared understandings of the texts we encounter, and our community is incomplete 
without your thoughtful contributions.   Participation and attendance points will be earned based on the 
following rubric; points may be reduced for a number of reasons, including, but are not limited to: 
unexcused absences beyond three (-10 each instance), chronic lateness (-10 each instance after three 
times), lack of participation (-5), missed conferences (-10), missed class trip or activity (-25), and failure 
to log in to or contribute to Moodle on a weekly basis(-5).  

 
Class participation will be graded using the follow rubric:  
 
 *Insightful contributions to class discussions on a daily basis A range (90-100) 
 *Thoughtful contributions to class discussions on most days  B range (80-89) 
 *Occasional contributions to class discussions   C range (70-79) 
 *Rarely contributes to class discussions or asks questions D range (60-69) 
 *Rarely attends class and seldom contributes to discussions  F range (0-59) 
 
Note: Excellent attendance is not enough to earn an A. Students who are consistently present but who 
rarely contribute to discussion may receive a “D” or lower grade according to the scale above. 
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Intellectual Honesty 
Every member of the Rhodes community is expected, indeed required, to govern themselves according 
to the Honor Code which states, “I pledge my full and steadfast support to the Honor System and agree 
neither to lie, cheat, nor steal, and to report any such violation I may witness.” 
 
from Faculty Guidelines for Accommodations of Students with Disabilities 
“Students wishing to change an existing accommodation or request additional accommodations for a 
particular course should be referred to SDS, located on the fourth floor of Burrow Student Center, to 
complete the necessary paperwork.  The request must be approved by the Disability Support Committee 
before it is implemented in the classroom.”  For more information, contact Melissa McCowen at 843-
3885. 
 
Communication 
Your success is important to me.  Please visit my office hours if you have questions or concerns about a 
reading or assignment.  Additionally, I will answer most emails within 24 hours of their receipt (except 
those sent during the weekend), but do not expect an immediate response to any email, especially 
those sent between 8pm and 8am.  I am happy to respond orally or in writing to drafts received more 
than 48 hours before the due date within 24 hours of their receipt.  Drafts submitted within 48 hours of 
the due date will receive oral feedback only, if any.   
 
Writing Assignments 
Writing is an integral part of the learning process, helping you restate and engage ideas, increasing 
retention, and providing practice articulating your views in relationship to new material.  However, 
writing itself is also a process.  Thus, the assignments this semester are structured to help you focus on 
particular aspects of this process, culminating in a final analytical essay with sources that requires you to 
draw on the array of skills practiced over the course of the semester.  Extensions must be arranged 
PRIOR to the assignment due date.  Late assignments will be penalized 1 letter grade per day.  All major 
written assignments must be completed and turned in; otherwise, you will fail the course.  Each 
assignment will have its own assignment sheet; these short descriptions are included for reference. 
Moodle 
If you miss class or need a handout, assignments, handouts and extra readings will be posted to the 
Moodle site.  Consider the Moodle site as the virtual version of our in-class learning community.  I also 
stress that you must be appropriate and respectful when using Moodle, abiding by the same guidelines 
for discussion as employed in class. 
Short Essays 
The short essays require you to focus on the skills vital to college writing – summary, analysis, and 
discussion.  The short essays should be between 3 and 4 pages in 12 point, Times or Times New Roman 
font, with one-inch margins all around.  Essays must conform to the rules of MLA citation style.  You 
should submit your essays via email prior to class.  Essays should strive to be free of errors of grammar 
and punctuation.  More than 5 errors in grammar, punctuation, or spelling will result in the return of the 
essay for revision and resubmission.  
Analytical Essay with Sources 
The final essay will bring to bear the skills of analysis, discussion, and research.  The paper should be 8 
pages and must include a bibliography that contains at least 10 outside sources.  Acceptable sources 
include articles from peer-reviewed journals, a chapter from a scholarly monograph, and/or a chapter 
from an edited collection.  Wikipedia is not now and never will be an acceptable source.  You should 
submit your essays via email prior to class.  Essays should strive to be free of errors of grammar and 
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punctuation.  More than 5 errors in grammar, punctuation, or spelling will result in the return of the 
essay for revision and resubmission.  
 
Conferences 
Over the course of the semester, I will hold conferences at several points.  At conference, you should 
have a typed draft of the essay that should have been emailed to me at least 24 hours before our 
meeting.  Missing or being unprepared for a scheduled conference appointment will result in an 
unexcused absence and 10 -point deduction from your paper grade.   
 
My Expectations. .  . 
●  All assigned reading and assigned activities should be completed before the scheduled class meeting 
unless otherwise indicated.   
●  Be prepared for class discussion and activities.  Before each class, you should: read each selection 
thoughtfully, jotting down any questions that may arise; read each selection actively, making notes 
where helpful; and complete any required writing exercises.  
●  Have your book and any required materials.  If you don’t have them, you will be considered absent for 
the day.   
●  This class will include discussion.  Though we may not always see eye to eye on the political, 
historical, social, or textual issues under consideration, we will hold ourselves to the sine qua non of 
academic discourse -- considered, reasoned appeal based on evidence.  Thus, we will not use or 
condone homophobic, racist, sexist, or otherwise denigrating language in our learning community. 
●  Refrain from using cell phones, social networking and other forms of “technodawdling” during class.  
These things distract from the classroom atmosphere, essentially robbing your classmates of the full 
learning experience.  In this way, I consider such infractions a violation of the spirit of the Honor Code.   
●  Situations can and do arise that may require adjustments to the schedule of readings, discussion, or 
assignments; thus, this syllabus is subject to change at my discretion. 

●  All written work submitted for evaluation must be unique to the course.  No double dipping.  If found, 
all such assignments will receive a failing grade of 0. 
N.B. : Keep a copy of all graded assignments in your records for future reference. 
  
Preliminary Schedule of Readings 
Week 1: Introduction 
Th 1/13  Introduction to Course Principles and Materials 
  Topic:  “Why do we write?” 
 
Week 2:  Thinking Critically 
M 1/17  MLK Jr. Holiday Observance 
Tu 1/18  Reading: Writing Analytically (Hereafter WR), Chapters 1 & 2  

Reading:  Read the Commercial Appeal online or in print and at least one national paper 
online or in print daily 
Assignment: Do the assignment on page 16 using an advertisement from with 
newspaper as described in the assignment on page 7  

Th 1/20  Reading:  Cultural Studies (Hereafter CS) Chapter 1  
Assignment: Do assignment 2.6 (p. 25 WR) using a letter to the editor or reader 
comment from either newspaper. 

 
Week 3:  Thinking Through Reading and Writing   
Tu 1/25  Analytical Methods 
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  Reading: WR Chapter 3 
Assignment:  WR, page 43, exercise 3.5 – Complete the assignment using a story about 
women found in either the Commercial Appeal or the national newspaper you’ve been 
following 

Th 1/27  Reading: CS Chapter 5 
Assignment:  WR, page 45, exercise 3.8 – In a 1-page essay, respond to the following 
prompt: “What I learned from a week of looking at images of women in popular print 
media…”  

  Mechanics Moment:  WR Chapter 19, pp. 306 – 309; review terms 325 - 328 
 
Week 4:  Developing the tools of cultural analysis  
Tu 2/1  Analysis and interpretation 

Reading: WR Chapter 4 
Assignment:  Find two New Yorker covers that feature a female figure to complete 
exercise 4.3.  Find current covers online or older examples in the journals section of 
Barret library. 1pp 

Th 2/3  Reading:  CS Chapter 3, pp. 36-49 
Mechanics Moment: WR  BWE 1 & 2, pp. 309 - 314  
Assignment:  Complete Assignment 2, p. 71 – 72 using the two New Yorker covers from 
Tuesday’s assignment. 1pp 
 

Week 5:  Analyzing Cultural Texts   
Tu 2/8  Reading: CS Chapter 3, pp. 49-70 

Assignment:  Starting Wednesday, Feb. 2, begin a TV (or online) viewing log.  Note the 
shows you watch (or click), the times you watch, and how long you watch each day.  
Every day, take notes on depictions of 15 to 25 year-olds in at least one show.   
Paper 1 Due 

Th 2/10  Reading: CS Chapter 6 
Assignment:  In a 1-page response, complete assignment 4, page 104 using your own 
observations about trends in depictions of 15 to 25 year-olds on television.   
Mechanics Moment:  WR  BWE  4 & 5, pp. 316 - 319 

 
Week 6:  Analyzing Culture as Text 
Tu 2/15  Reading: CS Chapter 7 

Assignment:  Choose an on-campus site to observe.  Starting Thursday, Feb. 10, begin a 
field log.  Keep track of the people, activities, and interactions you observe.  Note 
patterns and repetitions, as well as disruptions.    

Th 2/17  Reading: CS Chapter 7 
Assignment:  Continue your campus observations 
Mechanics Moment:  WR BWE 6, pp. 319 - 320 
     

Week 7:  Analyzing Arguments 
Tu 2/22  Reading: WR Chapter 5, pp. 73 - 84 

Assignment: Identify at least 5 commonly held assumptions about college students and 
college life.  In 1-page, discuss how your observations undermine or reinforce those 
assumptions. 

Th 2/24  Reading: WR Chapter 5, pp. 84 – 91 
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Assignment: Assignment 2 page 92.  In a 1-page response, complete the assignment, 
reasoning back to the premises of one of your own ideas or attitudes about college that 
has changed as a result of your observations. 
Mechanics Moment:  WR BWE 8, pp. 321 - 323 

 
Week 8: Moving from Observations to Sources 
Tu 3/1  Reading: From Book of Rhymes and Anthology of Rap 

Listening: Jay-Z’s Black Album and Kanye West’s The College Dropout in their entirety  
Assignment:  On your own, transcribe the lyrics of Jay-Z’s “Public Service 
Announcement” and Kanye West’s “All Falls Down” 

Th 3/3  Reading: CS Chapter 6; from Book of Rhymes  
Listening: Jay-Z’s Black Album and Kanye West’s The College Dropout in their entirety  
Assignment:  Using assignment 4, page 104 as a guide, list differences and similarities in 
Jay-Z and West.  Then, identify an “unexpected” similarity or difference and argue for its 
significance. 

  Mechanics Moment:  WR BWE 9, pp. 323 - 325 
 
Week 9: Analyzing Arguments in Music 
Tu 3/8  Reading: CS Chapter 8 

Listening: Jay-Z’s Black Album and Kanye West’s The College Dropout in their entirety  
Mechanics Moment: Citing responsibly WR Chapter 16, pp. 254 – 260 
Assignment:  In 2-pages, create a detailed description of the culture of drug dealing, 
celebrity, or college described in the music of Jay-Z or West.  What language, images, 
character types, and events do the artists use to depict the culture? 

Th 3/10   Reading:  from Decoded 
Listening: Jay-Z’s Black Album and Kanye West’s The College Dropout in their entirety  

  Paper 2 Due 
 
Week 10: Spring Break  M 3/14 thru F 3/18 
 
Week 11:  Introduction to the Analytical Paper with Sources 
Tu 3/22  Writing the Analytical paper with sources 
  Generating Ideas 
  Reading:  WR Chapter 14 
  Mechanics Moment: WR Chapter 17, pp. 271 – 278 (stop at “Choosing Words”) 
Th 3/24  Library Workshop 
  Identifying Primary, Secondary, Tertiary and Quadrary Sources 

Reading: WR Chapter 16 241-259 
 

Week 12: Using Sources to Shape Your Argument 
Tu 3/29  Using Evidence and Sources  
  Reading:  WR Chapter 8 
  Mechanics Moment:  WR Chapter 18, pp. 287 - 290 
Th 3/31  Synthesizing: Using and Integrating Sources 
  Reading:  WR Chapter 16 260 - 267 
  Proposal/Annotated Bibliography Due   
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Week 13: Preparing for your presentations 
Tu 4/5  Structuring your Paper and Presentation 
  Reading: WR Chapter 10  
  Mechanics Moment:  WR chapter 18, pp. 290 - 295 
Th 4/7  Conferences on Presentation and Paper draft/ Outline 
  Outline Draft Due in Conference 
 
Week 14: Presentations 
Tu 4/12  Presentations 
Th 4/14  Presentations 
  Mechanics Moment:  WR Chapter 18, pp. 295 - 298 
 
Week 15:  Editing and Polishing 
Tu 4/19  Presentations 

Mechanics Moment:  WR Chapter 18, pp. 298 - 304 
Th 4/21  Easter Recess 
 
Week 16:  Conclusion  
Tu 4/26  Rough Draft Peer Workshop – Rough Draft Due in class 
  Reading: WR Chapter 15, pp. 227 - 232 
Th 4/28  Summary and Wrap-up 

Analytical Paper w/Sources Due 

 
Enjoy your summer! 


