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RHODES COLLEGE 

Fall 2011 

The Great War 
HIST 427 

Prof. Tait Keller 

kellert@rhodes.edu 

Office: Buckman Hall 211 

Office Hours:  MW 10:30-12 Noon and by appointment 

Class Days: MW 3-4:15 PM 

 

Classroom: Barret Library 214 

Course Description 

This course will examine the origins and nature of what George F. Kennan has called “the seminal 

catastrophe of the twentieth century” – the First World War.  After examining Europe‟s international 

system on the cusp of the twentieth century, we will analyze the outbreak of war in August 1914, the 

stalemate in the West, the experience of the war on the empires to the East, atrocities and genocide, 

interactions between civilians and soldiers, the tensions between minorities and authorities, and the 

attempt to establish a lasting peace in 1919.  Central to our discussions will be the impact of the war on 

the twentieth century. 

The course meets every Mondays and Wednesdays at 3:00 PM.  This class will function as a seminar, and 

we will devote the majority of our time together discussing the assigned readings.  On a few occasions we 

will use our meetings to watch films.  You are urged to contact me at any time with any question or 

problem concerning any aspect of the course. 

Course Requirements 

Grades in the course will be based on several components.  The first will be spirited participation in the 

discussions, as well as leading two of them.  The second component will be two 500-word book reviews.   

The third component is a longer research paper on any dimension of the war that may interest you. 

Participation (40% of final grade) 

The success of the class depends on your active participation.  I expect you to come to every class 

prepared, having done the assigned reading, and eager to participate in the discussion.  Listening 

is not enough; I want you to make a reasonable contribution to the discussion so that others may 

benefit from your insight.  After each session I will record a grade for each of you.  You get 0 if 

you don‟t show up, 50 if you do, 70 if you open your mouth (yawning doesn‟t count), and more if 

you say something useful. 

Book Reviews (10% of final grade) 

You may use any of our required books for your two reviews, as well as any book listed on the 

syllabus.  Should you like, you may also review a book that you are using for your research 

paper.  I ask that you email the review to me before the start of class on the day in which we 

discuss that particular book or topic.  The review will be between 500 and 700 words.  The choice 

is yours for weeks you would like to write the reviews, but you must submit one by fall break. 

Research Paper (50% of final grade) 

Your research paper will be a minimum 6,000 words and maximum 10,000 words, double-

spaced, and follow the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines.  Your paper should advance an 

original argument and be based largely on primary sources.  At least one of your primary sources 

must be in a language other than English.  To assist you, I have listed on moodle several websites 

that contain primary sources.  It is in your best interest to consult with me sooner rather than later.  

I ask that you check your theme with me by the end of September and submit a 2,000-word 

primary-sources précis by Wednesday, November 2. 

The paper will be due by 12 noon Wednesday, December 14.  

mailto:tkeller@towson.edu
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The final grade for the course will be established as follows: 

Participation 40% 

Book Reviews 10% 

Research Paper 50% 

Grading Scale: 

A Outstanding/Superior 

B Above Average/Very Good 

C Average/Good 

D Below Average/Poor 

F Fail 

Grading System: 

A (93-100); A- (90-92); B+ (87-89); B (83-86); B- (80-82); C+ (75-79); C (70-74); D+ (65-69) D (60-64); 

any number below 60 will be marked as an F. 

*NOTE: All assignments must be completed to pass the course.  Failure to complete any of the course 

requirements by Wednesday December 14 may result in a final course grade of F. 

 

Required Texts 

Laurence Lafore, The Long Fuse. An Interpretation of the Origins of World War I 

Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age 

Hew Strachan, The First World War 

Benjamin Ziemann, War Experiences in Rural Germany 

Alistair Horne, The Price of Glory 

David M. Kennedy, Over Here: The First World War and American Society 

Margaret MacMillan, Paris 1919. Six Months that Changed the World 

Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway 

Robert Graves, Good-Bye to All That 

Paul Fussell, The Great War and Modern Memory 

All of these titles are on sale at the bookstore and on reserve in the library.  You can also find all these 

books used (read: much cheaper) at online bookstores, including addall.com, alibris.com, amazon.com, 

and half.com.  You are welcome to read these books in any condition, edition, or language. 
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Course Policies – read these all carefully 

Special Needs and Accommodations: I am strongly committed to accommodating students with 

disabilities, and ask your cooperation in making sure that I am aware of any such accommodation you 

might need.  All accommodation requests are the responsibility of the student.  For more information, 

please contact Student Disability Services (SDS) to alert them of any needs you may have. 

Food, Drink, Tobacco: Drink is permitted in my classroom, but food and tobacco products of all kinds are 

prohibited. 

Moodle: All students in the class are automatically registered for this course on moodle.  When you log 

on to moodle and access the site for this course, you will find all course materials, including this syllabus, 

readings, and guidelines for assignments. 

Email: All email correspondence will be sent to your Rhodes email account.  It is your responsibility to 

check this account regularly.  Emails are not text messages.  When writing me, I expect your emails to be 

professional. 

Cell phones, Blackberries, and other such devices: Please turn them off! 

Laptops: The use of laptop computers or other screen-based devices is not permitted during our 

discussions.  If you have a medical reason for needing to use a laptop or other screen-based device, please 

let me know. 

Sleeping in class is not permitted.  Those who fall asleep will be subject to a rude awakening. 

Honor Code: I believe in the College‟s standards of academic honesty, and I enforce them vigorously and 

to the letter.  Be aware of those standards, and observe them.  Plagiarism and cheating are easy to detect; 

so are papers pulled off the internet.  If I suspect that you have cheated or plagiarized another‟s work, I 

will discuss this matter with you.  If I am not satisfied, I will report your case to the Honor Council for 

due process.  I always recommend failure for the course when I submit a file.  The bottom line is this: do 

your own work.  You are spending your time and money to be here and learn.  Don‟t waste either by 

plagiarizing or cheating. 

A Word on Grading: 

Papers will be evaluated on four main criteria: thesis, organization, evidence, and style.  In general, a 

paper that does a very good job in each category is a „B‟.  A paper that almost does is a „B-‟, and a paper 

that performs well in each category and goes beyond in one category is a „B+‟.  A paper that is 

satisfactory but weak in one or two categories is a „C‟.  A „D‟ paper is weak in three or more categories, 

or omits one criterion completely.  Papers without notes crediting sources and location quotations, 

paraphrases, and allusions will receive, at best, a grade of „D‟.  An „A‟ range paper performs 

outstandingly well in each category, and achieves something extraordinary in two or more categories. 

Remember that a grade does not reflect process (it does not measure whether you worked hard) and it 

certainly does not reflect a value judgment about you as a person.  A grade constitutes an evaluation of 

the quality and analytical rigor of the thesis, organization, evidence, and style of a single piece of work. 

I will be delighted to discuss your papers with you.  Be advised however that grades, once assigned, are 

not subject to change.  I also will not communicate grades over email or the telephone.  The most 

important part of the grading process is not the grade, but the comments you will find on your papers 

when you pick them up. 

I do not give “I” (incomplete) grades.  Late work, except in documented cases of bereavement, major 

injury, or catastrophic illness, will suffer a substantial and progressive reduction in grade.  Therefore, 

please plan ahead and do your work on time. 
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SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

(subject to change) 

Week/Topic Day Date Discussions and Readings 

 

WEEK 1 Wed Aug 24 Introducing the Great War 

 

WEEK 2 

Origins 

Mon Aug 29 o Lafore, The Long Fuse, introduction and chapters 1-3 

Wed Aug 31 o Lafore, The Long Fuse, chapters 4-6 

 

WEEK 3 

Imagined 

Futures 

Mon Sept 5 No Class: Labor Day 

Wed Sept 7 o Sheehan, Where Have All the Soldiers Gone, chapters 1-2 

o 7th
 International Socialist Congress, “Resolution on War” (1907) 

o Norman Angell, The Great Illusion (1910) 

o General Friedrich von Bernhardi, Germany and the Next War (1912) 

 

WEEK 4 

Breakdown 

Mon Sept 12 o Eksteins, Rites of Spring, chapters I-II 

Wed Sept 14 o Lafore, The Long Fuse, chapter 7 

o Strachan, The First World War, chapter 1 

o Sheehan, Where Hall All the Soldiers Gone, chapter 3 

 

WEEK 5  

A German 

Way of War? 

Mon  Sept 19 o Ernst Lissauer, “Chant of Hate” (1914) 

o “Scrap of Paper” German Version, New York Times, January 25, 1915 

o Stefan Zweig, “The First Hours of the War of 1914” The World of 

Yesterday (1941) 

o Ziemann, War Experiences in Rural Germany, chapter 1 

Wed  Sept 21 o Strachan, The First World War, chapter 2 

o Hull, Absolute Destruction, pp. 98-109; 199-225 

o  Leon van der Essen, “The Destruction of Louvain” 

o Horne and Kramer, German Atrocities 1914, chapter 5 

 

WEEK 6 

Soldiers in 

Trenches 

Mon Sept 26 o Ziemann, War Experiences in Rural Germany, chapter 4 

o Henri Barbusse, Under Fire, selections 

o Fritz Kreisler, Four Weeks in the Trenches 

Wed Sept 28 o Eksteins, Rites of Spring, chapters III-IV, VII 

o Poems 

 

WEEK 7 

The Face of 

Battle 

Mon Oct 3 Class Cancelled 

Wed Oct 5 o Horne, The Price of Glory 

 

WEEK 8 

Loyalties and 

Mutinies 

Mon Oct 10 o Eksteins, Rites of Spring, chapter V-VI 

o Ziemann, War Experiences in Rural Germany, chapters 2-3 

Wed Oct 12 Film: Paths of Glory, dir. Stanley Kubrick (1957) 

o Smith, Between Mutiny and Obedience, selections 

 

Fall Recess Oct 14-18  
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Week 9 

Americans at 

Home 

Wed Oct 19 o Kennedy, Over Here 

 

WEEK 10 

Behind the 

Lines 

Mon Oct 24 o Grayzel, Women's Identities at War, chapters 1 and 4 

o Maureen Healy, “Becoming Austrian,” Central European History 

(2002): 1-35. 

o Ruth Harris, “The „Child of the Barbarian‟,” Past & Present (1993): 

170-206 

Wed Oct 26 o Ziemann, War Experiences in Rural Germany, chapter 5 

o Chickering, The Great War and Urban Life in Germany, selections 

 

WEEK 11 

Resisters and 

Prisoners 

Mon Oct 31 o Hochschild, To End All Wars, selections 

o Easter Uprising materials 

o Rosa Luxemburg, The War and the Workers 

Wed Nov 2 Film: La Grande Illusion, dir. Jean Renoir (1938) 

Optional readings: 

o Brian Feltman, “Tolerance as a Crime?” War in History (2010): 435-

458 

o Ferguson, The Pity of War, “The Captor‟s Dilemma” 

 

WEEK 12 

Minorities and 

Authorities  

Mon Nov 7 o American Jewish Committee, The Jews in the Eastern War Zone (1916) 

o Eric Lohr, “The Russian Army and the Jews,” Russian Review (2001): 

404-419 

Wed Nov 9 o Ronald Suny, “Truth in Telling,” American Historical Review (2009): 

930-946 

o Vahakn Dadrian, “The Armenian Question,” International Journal of 

Middle East Studies (2002): 59-85 

o Eye-witness accounts 

 

WEEK 13 

The Peace to 

End all Peace 

Mon Nov 14 o MacMillan, Paris 1919, parts one and two 

Wed Nov 16 o MacMillan, Paris 1919, parts four, seven, and eight 

 

WEEK 14 

The War 

Remembered 

Mon Nov 21 o Graves, Good-Bye to All That 

Wed Nov 23 Thanksgiving Break 

 

WEEK 15 

Recovery 

Mon Nov 28 o Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway 

o Wilfred Owen (1893-1918, d. age 25), “Disabled” 

Wed Nov 30 Film: A Very Long Engagement, dir. Jean-Pierre Jeunet (2004) 

o Le Naour, The Living Unknown Soldier, chapter 1 

 

WEEK 16 

War Without 

End 

Mon Dec 5 o Fussell, The Great War and Modern Memory, chapters I-II, IV 

Wed Dec 7 o Fussell, The Great War and Modern Memory, chapters V and IX 

o Eksteins, Rites of Spring, chapter IX 

 

 

http://h-net.org/~german/gtext/kaiserreich/lux.html
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Research Paper 

Due 

Wednesday 

December 14 

12 Noon 


