
English 151 
Critical Reading, Thinking, and Writing:  Self and Culture 

 
COURSE INFORMATION 

 
Professor R. Meyer-Lee Office:  Palmer 302 
Meyer_LeeR@Rhodes.edu Office Phone:  843-3157
Home:  323-0451 or 574-289-0115 (Th-Mon) Office hours:  W 1-5 and by appointment
 
 
Aims 
 
1) To enhance your ability to write persuasive written arguments in a variety of genres and to 
read critically the arguments of others.   
 
The key words here (besides “write” and “read”) are “persuasive,” “arguments,” “genres,” and 
“critically.”  An argumentative essay is public thought process, in which the writer guides the 
reader to the position that he or she holds.  A persuasive essay is one that deploys the 
conventions of written prose and leverages evidence in such a way that the writer’s position 
seems to be the right one.  The kind of conventions the writer follows and the manner in which 
he or she presents evidence are not the same for all types of essays:  writers choose to compose 
within specific genres, each of which may have a different set of readerly expectations.  Among 
the basic premises of this course is the belief that critical readings of others’ arguments are the 
best resource for learning how to compose your own arguments. 
 
2) To broaden and complicate your understanding of the nature of selfhood, culture, and the 
relationship between them. 
 
This writing course is content-driven, which is another way of saying that this second aim serves 
as a means for accomplishing the first.  Although we will be paying significant attention to the 
form of the essays we will read (and you will write), we will spend much of class time thinking 
about and discussing the issues the essays raise in respect to the overall theme of the course.  
Several of the essays are secondary studies—resources for us to help think about self and culture.  
But many may be considered primary sources—accounts of a particular individual’s engagement 
with some aspect of culture.  You will be writing both kinds of essays. 
 
 
Organization 
 
The course is divided into a number of different units, with each devoted to a different aspect of 
the relationship between self and culture and/or to a different genre of argument.  You will write 
four essays, one of which will be a research paper.  For all but the first essay you will be required 
to turn in some intermediate stage of writing (e.g., a draft), on which your peers and/or I will 
give you feedback.  
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Texts 
 

 The Norton Reader, 10th ed., eds. Linda H. Peterson, John C. Brereton, and Joan E. 
Hartman (New York:  W. W. Norton and Company, 2000) 

 Robert N. Bellah et al, Habits of the Heart:  Individualism and Commitment in American 
Life, updated ed. (Berkeley:  University of California Press, 1996) 

 Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams, The Craft of Research, 
2nd ed. (Chicago:  The University of Chicago Press, 2003) 

 Diana Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual, 3rd ed. (Boston:  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2000) 
 
 
Requirements 
 

 Readings must be read prior to the class meeting on the date specified.   
 Discussion:  you must be ready to participate actively in discussion, which forms part of 

your grade. 
 Quizzes:  There will be brief quizzes covering the reading—or some comparable pre-

assigned written work—for virtually every class.  These cannot be made up.  Your three 
lowest scores will be dropped. 

 Essay drafts or other intermediate stages of composition will be turned in to me in 
hardcopy, electronically, and/or distributed to the class as specified. 

 Final revisions of the essays must be turned in along with any intermediate stage you 
turned in, my comments on that, and any other intermediate stages you would like to 
show me (e.g., pre-writing, outlines, etc). 

 
 
Attendance 

 
 This course moves very quickly; in almost every class period something will be presented 

that you will need to know or have later.  Hence, attendance is mandatory.   
 If you miss a class, you are responsible for making sure you obtain copies of any 

handouts or graded work that was returned, and for getting notes from a fellow student.  
 It’s to your benefit, of course, to assume that during the semester you will miss a class or 

two (and hence the corresponding quizzes) for sickness, family emergency, etc., and you 
should factor this into your planning for the three lowest quiz scores that will be dropped. 

 If you know that you will be missing one or more classes for an extracurricular activity, 
factor this into your planning.   

 If you know that you will be missing more than three classes, you and I must talk about 
this before the second class meeting. 

 If you are frequently absent, your final course grade may be adversely affected beyond 
the missed quizzes.  If you are very frequently absent, I may ask you to drop—or you 
may fail—the course. 
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Essay format and lengths 
 

 Essays must be typed, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins on all sides, and with page 
numbers 

 If using a word processor, use Times Roman 12-pt font 
 Use of sources must be documented in either the MLA or University of Chicago format 

(for both of which, see A Pocket Style Manual) 
 The 1st essay must be 2 pages 
 The 2nd essay must be 4-5 pages 
 The 3rd essay must be 5-6 pages 
 The 4th essay must be 6-8 pages 
 N.B:  “4-5 pages” does not mean three full pages and half of another, but at minimum 

four full pages 
 I will supply more specific detail for all assignments as needed 

 
 
Grading 
 

 Essay 1:   10% 
 Essay 2:   15% 
 Essay 3:   20% 
 Essay 4:   20% 
 Quizzes:   25% 
 Participation:  10% 

 
 
Penalties for late or missed work 
 

 Drafts or other intermediate stages of writing:  no feedback from me or your peers, and 
an automatic 1/3 letter grade deduction on the final revision 

 Quizzes or pre-assigned work:  no credit (remember, quizzes cannot be made up) 
 Final revisions of essays:  an immediate 1/3 letter grade deduction, an additional 1/3 

letter grade for each subsequent 24 hour period 
 N.B.:  The specific times listed in the syllabus for when things are due are absolute.  In 

other words, if the syllabus says an essay is due “at the beginning of class,” turning it in 
10 minutes into the class counts as late 

 
 
Writing help 
 
Time constraints limit my ability to give you detailed, one-on-one feedback on your writing.  I 
therefore highly encourage you to make use of the Rhodes College Writing Center, especially for 
help with drafts and style/grammar issues.  At your first opportunity, you should look over their 
web site to see what they offer: http://www.rhodes.edu/writingcenter/.   
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Honor Code 
 
All work in this course falls under the precepts of the honor code 
All written work must be original to you unless otherwise documented 
All written work must also be original to this course, unless I have given you explicit permission 
to build on something you have already written 
 
 
Disabilities 

 
If you have a documented disability, see the Office of Disability Services before the second class 
meeting to ensure that you receive the needed assistance 
. 



English 151:  Critical Reading, Thinking, and Writing
Sections 10 and 11:  Self and Culture

COURSE CALENDAR

Professor R. Meyer-Lee Office:  Palmer 302
Meyer_LeeR@Rhodes.edu Office phone:  843-3157
Home:  323-0451 or 574-289-0115 (Th-Mon) Office hours:  W 1-5 and by appointment

Key:  NR = The Norton Reader

Day Date Assignments

Th 28-Aug Introduction
Assignment for paper 1

FIRST-PERSON ARGUMENT

Tu 2-Sep Bruce Shapiro, "One Violent Crime" NR 15-19
Craft of Research  111-37
PAPER 1 DUE at the beginning of class in hardcopy

Th 4-Sep Malcolm Gladwell, "The Sports Taboo" NR 278-86

Tu 9-Sep Craft of Research  138-282
Assignment for paper 2 

FIRST-PERSON REFLECTION:  SELF AND CULTURE

Th 11-Sep Marianna De Marco Torgovnick, "On Being White, Female, and born
in Bensonhurst" NR 52-62

Tu 16-Sep James Baldwin, "Stranger in the Village" NR 375-84
DRAFT of PAPER 2 DUE at the beginning of class in hardcopy

SCHOLARLY ANALSYSIS:  AMERICAN SELF AND CULTURE

Th 18-Sep Habits of the Heart , Preface and Chapter 1

Tu 23-Sep Habits of the Heart , Chapter 2
Discussion of paper 2 drafts

Th 25-Sep Habits of the Heart , Chapter 6

Tu 30-Sep Habits of the Heart , catch up
FINAL REVISION of PAPER 2 DUE at the beginning of class in hardcopy
Assignment for paper 3 

CULTURAL ANALYSIS:  AMERICAN CULTURE

Th 2-Oct David Guterson, "Enclosed.  Encyclopedic.  The Mall of America" NR 206-17
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Day Date Assignments
Tu 7-Oct Pico Iyer, "The Contagion of Innocence" NR 310-18

Anthony Burgess, "Is America Falling Apart?" NR 304-309
DATA and THESIS/OUTLINE for PAPER 3 DUE at the beginning of class

CULTURAL ANALYSIS:  GENDER

Th 9-Oct Herb Goldberg, "In Harness" NR 349-53
Paul Theroux, "Being a Man" NR 251-53
Adrienne Rich, "Taking Women Students Seriously" NR 482-88

Tu 14-Oct Virginia Woolf, "In Search of a Room of One's Own" NR 1049-58
Discussion of paper 3 data and thesis/outline

CULTURAL ANALYSIS:  PREJUDICE

Th 16-Oct Brent Staples, "Black Men and Public Space" NR 384-86
Debra Dickerson, "Who Shot Johnny" NR 398-401

Tu 21-Oct Fall break

Th 23-Oct Vanessa Ochs, "Not in My Backyard" NR 368-75
Richard Rodriguez, "Aria" NR 531-36
DRAFT of PAPER 3 DUE at 4:00 PM electronically

Tu 28-Oct Workshop drafts of paper 3

Th 30-Oct Workshop drafts of paper 3

Tu 4-Nov Workshop drafts of paper 3

Th 6-Nov Craft of Research  1-74
FINAL REVISION of PAPER 3 DUE at the beginning of class in hardcopy
Assignment for paper 4 

Tu 11-Nov Craft of Research  75-107, 285-88
A Pocket Style Manual , "Chicago-Style Papers"
TOPIC for PAPER 4 DUE at the beginning of class in hardcopy

CULTURAL ANALYSIS:  RELIGION

Th 13-Nov Library workshop

Tu 18-Nov Gilbert Highet, "The Mystery of Zen" NR 1159-67
THESIS/OUTLINE/BIBLIOGRAPHY for PAPER 4 DUE at the beginning of class

Th 20-Nov Jean-Paul Sartre, "Existentialism" NR 1168-76

Tu 25-Oct Early Thanksgiving break

Th 27-Nov Thanksgiving
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Day Date Assignments
M 1-Dec DRAFT of PAPER 4 DUE at 8:00 AM electronically

Tu 2-Dec Workshop drafts of paper 4

Th 4-Dec Workshop drafts of paper 4

Tu 9-Dec Workshop drafts of paper 4

W 10-Dec FINAL REVISION OF PAPER 2 DUE 9:00 AM in Palmer 302 in hardcopy
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