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Th e Rhodes College campus has experienced a 
number of thefts over the past few weeks.  Several 
items, like laptops and wallets have been stolen from 
locations all over campus, including  common rooms, 
the Lair, Middle Ground, and the Barret library.

John Blaisdell, director of campus safety, current-
ly documents eight wallets as stolen, several of which 
only had certain contents taken from them such as 
driver’s licenses and credit cards. 

“It’s diffi  cult to determine where or when wallet 
contents were stolen because people often don’t realize 
it until a later time,” said Blaisdell.  

Th ere have also been laptop thefts which occurred 
on both Tuesday, April 15th, from Barret as well as on 
Tuesday, the 8th, from Voorhies common room. 

“Each year campus security documents up to 
30-40 robberies” said Blaisdell. “Th ey can consist of 
clothes to bikes and are usually items that have been 
left unattended.”

Currently, many students are reacting to the 
crimes by making more eff ort to ensure the safety of 
their belongings.  In addition, although fear for safety 
hasn’t been a common reaction to the felonies, some 
students are growing curious about the role of the 
honor code.  

 “I am angry about the whole situation, I feel like 
it makes me question the applicability of the honor 
code to daily life,” said Matt Tamason, who works in 
the Barret library.  

In spite of this, Matt also commented that he 
doesn’t really believe that Rhodes students were re-
sponsible for the crimes.  

“It is a distinct possibility that non-Rhodes stu-
dents were responsible for the recent thefts.” said 
Blaisdell. “It could easily have been people allowed to 
come onto the campus such as contractors.”  

Blaisdell described how the consequences for the 
thefts would vary depending on who were responsible 
for the crimes. 

“If it is a student then they face the honor coun-
cil,” said Blaisdell. “And if it is a non-Rhodes student 
then they can face criminal prosecution as well as the 
possibility of loss of livelihood.”  

Blaisdell also mentioned that at this point in the 
investigation he is hesitant to make any speculation as 
to who committed the crimes, but that measures are 
currently being taken to prevent future thefts as well 
as to catch the people responsible. 

“One way of preventing future theft is by alerting 
the students so that they themselves can take measures 
to protect their belongings” said Blaisdell. “For stra-
tegic purposes I can’t reveal what other measures are 
being taken to improve security.”

So far students have received emails about the 
felonies, and notes with similar messages can be seen 
posted in public areas throughout the campus.  

“With fi nals approaching it is important to stay 
cautious when studying in public areas,” said Blaisdell. 
“Don’t leave items unattended because they could be 
stolen.”

By Stephen Spainhour
Letters of acceptance to Rhodes 

were sent out on March 19th, and 
approximately 1800 students, both 
freshman and transfer students, were 
accepted. 

“Th ere is no doubt that it has 
been a very good year for the Ad-
missions offi  ce,” said Dean of Ad-
missions, Dave Wottle. “We are 
anticipating a good turn-out for the 
freshman class in the fall.” 

According to Wottle, the appli-
cation process was running ahead of 
schedule and ahead of where the pro-
cess was at this point in 2007. 

“Th e Admissions offi  ce is look-
ing for about 460 to 480 students 
to enroll for the fall semester.” said 
Wottle. 

Th e number of “Early Deci-
sion” applicants has also increased. 
Th ere are 85 students that applied 
for Early Decision as compared to 61 
last year. 

In addition, there was a large 
group of international applicants. 

“We have had 150 international 
student applications this year, “ex-
plained Timothy Gibson, head of 
Multicultural Recruiting. “We are 
very pleased with this. Th e largest 
group of international applications 
we have are coming from China.” 

Th is year, applications from stu-
dents of color have gone up approxi-
mately 25% from last year’s amount. 

Gibson and his team of recruit-
ers travel several times a year to re-
cruit students to Rhodes. Th is year’s 
target cities for recruitment were 
Memphis and Nashville, Tennes-
see, Montgomery and Birmingham, 

Alabama, Little Rock, Arkansas, At-
lanta, Georgia, Miami, Florida, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, Portland, Oregon, Phoenix, 
Arizona, Denver, Colorado, and El 
Paso, Texas. 

“Rhodes really would like to up 
its minority enrollment,” said Gib-
son, “and for this we have many pro-
grams that aid us in this task.” 

Th e Venture Scholars program 
is a national membership program 
which accomplishes its goals by link-
ing high achieving minority high 
school students interested in medi-
cine and related health professions, 
engineering and other science and 
math-based careers to colleges and 
universities that off er pre-college en-
richment programs, undergraduate, 
and graduate programs. 

There is also the National His-
panic Institute, in which Rhodes 
actively participates. The College 
Register, in partnership with the 
National Hispanic Institute (NHI), 
works to enroll and graduate NHI 
students at member institutions and 
is actively involved in developing 
Hispanic leadership. The College 
Register is a members-only consor-
tium of post-secondary institutions 
that are also committed to devel-
oping the Latino college campus 
community.

The National Scholarship Ser-
vice also exists to help increase
educational opportunities and fi -
nancial assistance for minority stu-
dents who seek admission to post-
secondary institutions. However, 
its services are not based on race or 
a family’s fi nancial status. 

By Allyson Pellisier
Staff Writer

The Physics department is 
making strides on a national lev-
el.  The Rhodes College Binary 
Orbit Team, or RhoBOT, con-
sisting of Brad Atkins ’10, Gavin 
Franks ’09, Joshua Fuchs ’11, 
Lulu Li ’11, Ben Rice ’09, Chase 
Sliger ’10, and Jennifer Thomp-
son ’08, recently sent an experi-
mental proposal to Microgravity 
University (a program affiliated 
with NASA).  MU accepted the 
proposal and invited the team to 
participate in its annual competi-
tion in July, where the team will 
run tests in microgravity using 
what NASA has affectionately 
dubbed “The Vomit Comet”; 
team members will receive basic 
astronaut training in preparation 
for the experiment.  

Dr. Brent Hoffmeister, asso-
ciate professor of Physics, takes 
great pride in the fact that “we 
were just one of a handful of 
liberal arts schools awarded the 

grant.”  This marks the second 
time in the history of the college 
that Rhodes has sent a team to 
compete.

The physics department has 
also increased the amount of 
physics-related activity on cam-
pus.  Dr. Charles W. Robertson, 
Jr., an alumnus of Rhodes and a 
member of next year’s Board of 
Trustees, has recently donated 
over one million dollars to the 
college for activities and research 
correlated with the field physics.  
With the funding, the physics de-
partment has instituted the Jack 
H. Taylor Fellowship, a scholar-
ship which awards $15,000 to a 
student who displays interest in 
and an affinity for the study of 
physics (the department can also 
elect to divide the $15,000 be-
tween two students).  Students 
receiving the Taylor Fellowship 
provide a minimum of five hours 
of service a week, usually consist-
ing of research that is interesting 
to them and useful to the physics 

department.     
“One nice feature is that [the 

fellowship] is an add-on to any 
other financial aid,” said Hoff-
meister.

Upon graduating from 
Rhodes, Robertson entered the 
world of industry.  He has patent-
ed several inventions, including 
the “nanodrop,” a special kind of 
spectrophotometer (a device used 
to measure light intensity).  Rob-
ertson wanted to use his success 
to further the state of the sciences 
in the United States by “using his 
resources to stimulate students 
and to encourage a strong educa-
tion in physics,” said Hoffmeis-
ter.  The physics department has 
certainly found a variety of uses 
for the donation. 

According to Jennifer 
Thompson, current president of 
the Society of Physics Students, 
“We really appreciate everything 
Dr. Robertson has done for our 
department and our students.”

Physics Dept. rises to new levels

Good year for admissions 

Thievery on campus!

Courtesy Paul Yacoubian

Accepted students tour Rhodes during admissions preview 
day.

Interview with eclectic car-
toonist Matt Jack.

This year’s Campus Safety 
fi nale.
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By Paul Yacoubian
One year ago this week, the Economic Club 

of Memphis hosted the seemingly down and out 
presidential candidate John McCain. Eager to 
attend the gala, I promptly accepted the Rhodes’ 
Economic department’s off er to attend. Th e open-
ing speaker was Fred Smith, the CEO and founder 
of FedEx Corporation, who has publicly endorsed 
the Arizona Senator. I found it rather peculiar that 
the staunch opponent of soft money and sponsor 
of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2001 
(AKA McCain-Feingold Act) would dare be in-
troduced by the man who has directly bankrolled 
his campaign while simultaneously denouncing 

the infl uence of interest groups in American Gov-
ernment. Th e speech, which can be found on his 
website, reads like a fantasy novel of epic Republi-
canism strewn together with dramatic logical fal-
lacies.

He began his assault on government econom-
ic policies by singling out the Democratic Party’s 
spendthrift attitudes that have led to the colossal 
budget defi cits. Although it is hard to deny that 
Democrats engage in pork barrel politics, Repub-
licans are not immune to its temptations. He an-
nounces his presidential promises that “I’ll veto 
every single pork barrel bill Congress sends me, 
and if they keep sending them to me, I’ll use the 
bully pulpit to make the people who are wasting 
your money famous.” If this is his strategic plan 
then America may be in for a political stalemate 
in 2009, as legislation will backlog and McCain 
will ultimately be forced to put up or shut up as 
Congress will cross party lines to call his bluff . His 
vetoes will be easily overridden by a Congress that 
will demand some compromise from the feisty 
McCain.

With this in mind he answers these doubts 
by requesting Congress give him a line-item veto 
as president. Th is sounds familiar and would be a 
good idea. However, facts remain facts. Th is was 
tried in 1996, when President Clinton was award-
ed the line-item veto power, until it was quickly 
struck down by the Supreme Court in a 6-3 ruling 
in Clinton vs. City of New York thanks to a suc-
cessful challenge by Rudy Giuliani. Th us it seems 
that either a. John McCain will miraculously con-
vince the Supreme Court Justices that they were 
mistaken, or that b. he will fail in his mission to 
save America because he insists that failed strate-
gies actually work, e.g. the surge in Iraq.

Given all the attention McCain gives pork-
barrel spending, one might wonder how serious of 
a problem is it actually, relative to the entire bud-
get? In his speech he cites three examples of waste-
ful spending, the largest being “$400 million for 
highway projects.” Others may diff er, but that just 

doesn’t seem to be criminal negligence of Congress 
quite as much as the reports of $20 billion for Iraqi 
Reconstruction that has gone unaccounted for by 
the government. In fact, if McCain really does 
wish to balance the budget, he should look at the 
taxpayer money that fl ows out of the country and 
to Iraq. How can he doubt that the daily Ameri-
can expenditure of $225 million in Iraq overshad-
ows domestic “wasteful” projects like the “Bridge 
to Nowhere” which he claims “come natural to 
Democrats, but Republicans promised an end to 
such extravagances?” It’s too bad that McCain for-
got that Congressman Don Young of Alaska, the 
sponsor of that bill, is a Republican.

As far as taxes are concerned, he plans to cut 
them. According to TaxPolicyCenter.org his plans 
to eliminate the AMT, and lower estate, corporate 
and other taxes would “reduce federal revenues 
by $5.7 trillion over 10 years. By my estimates, to 
make up for these losses, he would have to cut the 
EPA, NASA, Departments of Homeland Secu-
rity, Interior, Energy, Justice, Housing and Urban 
Development, Education, Labor, Transportation, 
Veterans Aff airs and Agriculture. Furthermore if 
he wanted to erase current defi cits, he would have 
to cut out the Department of Defense entirely. Th e 
“waste spending” that he loves to refer to, simply 
does not exist on the magnitude that he believes.

McCain wants to balance the budget by re-
ducing the mysterious “waste” spending while in-
creasing spending for military, not cutting Social 
Security or Medicare, and also cutting taxes. Th is 
is not an economic policy. Th is is not fi scal con-
servatism. Is this a plot to destroy the solvency of 
the United States? I don’t know. If McCain were 
truly serious about fi xing the economic problems 
of this country he would have at least consulted 
an Economist or even any one of the millions of 
Americans who manages his own checkbook and 
pays his taxes. Th e John McCain that I saw then 
and still see now should not be allowed to talk 
about economics. Don’t take my word for it, he 
says so himself.

A reply to “An Open Letter to the Administration” pulished in the April 9 edition of Th e Sou’wester:
I write you shortly after a rather nondescript moment in the history of our nation. Some two score ago a very great man was taken from the world by an 

insane escaped convict. In the course of human events, however, there is room for wasteful mourning and there is cause for celebration. I accuse you, the under-
signed, of the former. I speak not of your very vague and passive-aggressive letter to the school’s administration, but of your daily protests on the school seal in 
our most hallowed library. I believe your actions were perhaps not entirely thought through. Have you considered how many people will actually receive your 
message? I refer not to the few that have stopped and issued support, because why do you need to infl uence them that already believe? Th eir minds are already 
in synchronization with yours. In your protest, you have actually managed to accomplish the very opposite of what you started out to do: swayed people against 
you. I’ve spoken to many of my fellow students and very few of them had even an inkling of what your message was. Th ose that did understand expressed their 
strong disapproval of your methods.

I understand your complaint, and I am quite sympathetic to your cause. Th e administration did nothing on the anniversary of Dr. King’s death. Th ere 
were no great speeches, and classes were most certainly not cancelled. However, we must remember, there were no speeches for Malcolm X, Frederick Douglass 
or Harriet Tubman. All of the aforementioned people were great civil rights leaders, and while they may have not been as eloquent in their message, their con-
tributions were just as important. Still, why do we have no speeches and no remarks or recognition of any kind on the anniversaries of their deaths?

Th e answer is quite simple, in the recognition of their passing we focus too much on their death. Th is is not an act of celebrating life and spreading a mes-
sage, it is an appeasement of white guilt. Having such a ceremony would only make note of the atrocities that some of our ancestors committed, not on how we 
are working to repair them today. By not having a ceremony the administration does not commit any “institutional racism” at all. Th is is an absolutely ludicrous 
claim and racist and misguided in itself. Th e college, perhaps it has escaped your notice, does in fact celebrate the teachings of Dr. King every day. Students on 
campus currently live Dr. King’s dream of equality and equal opportunity. Organizations promoting diversity and cross cultural communication are more than 
fully supported and funded by this wonderful school.

Dr. King did not necessarily want to be honored. His last request in life was for a favorite song to be played at his funeral, not to be remembered as a martyr. 
Dr. King wanted people to live in freedom and harmony. Let us not waste resources attempting to criticize an organization that has already proven itself time 
and time again to walk the narrow path of Dr. King’s vision for being sparing with words. Dr. King knew that actions spoke louder than words and the actions 
taken by our school prove their own virtue.

Sincerely,
Travis Rasor

Final boarding for Straight Talk Express

Letter to the 
Editor

After four years at Rhodes and two 
years (give or take) as Opinion Editor, 
I’d just like to close my fi nal issue with 
a few quick words.  I’d like to wish my 
fellow members of the Class of ’08 best 
of luck outside of the Rhodes bubble. I 
hope you all can take the things you’ve 
learned here at Rhodes, both in and out 
of the classroom, and achieve great suc-
cess out there in the real world. To all 
of you who still have some time here at 
Rhodes: enjoy it, it ends quicker than 
you expect. Take advantage of all the 
opportunities that you have here and 
don’t take the school’s great quali-
ties for granted, even when you’re an-
noyed by some administration policy. 
Anyway, thanks for reading the sec-
tion while I’ve been in charge. I hope 
it’s challenged and entertained you, at 
least a little bit. It’s been fun.

So long from 
Nate
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AGE DIVISIONS: 
Junior High Boys (6–8 Grade), Junior High Girls (6–8 Grade),

High School Boys (9–10 Grade), High School Girls (9–10 Grade),
High School Boys (11-12 Grade), High School Girls (11-12 Grade),

College Men (Age 18–23), College Women (Age 18–23),
Men (Age 23–34), Women (Age 23–34),

Men (Age 35 and up), Women (Age 35 and up)

www.connect3on3.com
Memphis

MEMPHIS, TN SATURDAY, MAY 3RD, 8AM
BELLEVUE BAPTIST CHURCH

WAYS TO REGISTER: www.connect3on3.com 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Thursday, May 1st, 8am
COST TO ENTER: $60 per team (max. 4 players per team)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 901-347-5285

SPONSORED BY: HOT SHOTCOMPETITION5 Registered Players Will Have A Chance To Win $10,000.(18 or older)

By Hannah Spirrison
Last Tuesday, a revolutionary bill was ap-

proved by France’s lower house of parliament, 
and now the bill is on its way to the French Sen-
ate. Th e bill discourages “extreme thinness” by 
making it illegal to promote being ultra-skinny. 
Th e new law will apply to high-fashion events, 
magazines, and online outlets. At fi rst glance, 
this bill seems like a much needed step to battle 
eating disorders, especially in Europe. After all, 
media across the globe glorifi es the extra-skinny. 
Although Oprah and other celebrities preach that 
everyone is beautiful and emphasize inner beauty, 
skinniness is not going out of style anytime soon, 
as can be seen by the hit show “America’s Next 
Top Model.”

Although ANTM claims to be looking for 
models of all shapes, it usually has only one or 
two “plus-sized” girls per cycle, and even these 
girls tend to get eliminated rather quickly. Th ey 
have yet to be in the fi nale, even though the show 
is in its tenth cycle. Furthermore, these so-called 
“plus-sized” models are not that big to begin 
with. It would be much more accurate to call 
them regular-sized. Th e so-called “plus-sized” ac-
tress America Ferrera is only a size six. So even in 
America, the fattest nation, the media focuses on 
skinnier people. Skinny is fashionable; it is hard 
to deny this. 

Th e French government’s decision to act is 
thus understandable. However, this new bill is 
not the right way to solve the problem. Th e very 
idea that a bill can totally restructure the fashion 
industry and change human thought is prepos-
terous. First of all, the bill does not defi ne “ex-
treme thinness.” Without clearly defi ned terms, 
the law is basically meaningless. It seems likely 
that cases will not go to court unless an anorexic 

death is involved. 
Even if one ignores this shortcoming, the bill 

will still probably be ineff ective because it targets 
the “excessively skinny,” even though the appear-
ance of “excessively skinny” people does not nec-
essarily encourage eating disorders. In fact, most 
people fi nd extremely boney women unattract-
ive, and girls are not likely to be inspired to an-
orexia by bony models. Instead, they are inspired 
by models that appear naturally skinny. In order 
to really battle anorexia, the media would have to 
stop showing even naturally skinny people. Th is 
would only create even more problems. 

On another note, the media may have noth-
ing to do with eating disorders; it may just be a 
part of human nature that people consider thin-
ness more attractive. In this case, simply remov-
ing skinny people from the media would not 
change anything. Th erefore, it appears that the 
bill short-sightedly focuses on the media rather 
than confronting the actual problem. 

Okay, so what should be done instead? We 
should focus on the future. Teenagers and adults 
of today have already formed their opinions of 
beauty, and these opinions are probably so deeply 
ingrained that changing media coverage will 
not aff ect them. Instead of focusing on the pres-
ent situation, we should focus on the future by 
implementing programs which encourage self-
esteem in children. Although skinny may be the 
favorite media style, with a loving and embracing 
childhood environment, children can still learn 
to accept themselves. Th is seems like the healthi-
est and most effi  cient way to help battle anorexia. 
Instead of working through a third person, the 
media, we can actually attack the problem itself 
by infl uencing the children.

Anti-anorexia bill foolish

Member of SRC fails a fellow student
By Ralph MacDonald

Sports Editor
Justice is a word we use for balance.  If we 

completely lack justice, we are left with anarchy.  
If we are irresponsible with our administration of 
justice, then we are left with tyranny.  Since we 
prefer to live in neither system, people who are ap-
pointed to enforce these rules but fail to do their 
job properly are to be considered dangerous.

Th e people responsible for administering jus-
tice at Rhodes are the members of the Social Reg-
ulation Committee (SRC).  Th e SRC takes cases 
that come from teachers, students, and campus 
safety members who have witnessed what they 
believe is a violation of the school’s social policy.  
Examples of cases the SRC would hear about 
include: under-aged drinking, irresponsible driv-
ing on campus, or just general improper public 
behavior.

Examples of cases that the SRC should never 
hear include: a student who, in giving testimony 
about another student, reveals that they were also 
drinking.

Last year R. T. was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time.  He was in a car being driven too 
quickly on campus.  Th e driver was suspected of 
being drunk, but later was found not guilty of the 
charges.  He had done no damage, he had not 
brought any embarrassment to the school, and he 
had not done anything to attract any attention 
beyond his presence at the scene of a serious vio-
lation.  Th ere was no interest in prosecuting him 
when the SRC investigator for the case came to 
ask him questions.

In a case that is brought before the SRC, one 
member is given the task of the investigator.  Th e 
investigator interviews witnesses present at the 
time of the alleged crime and types up a report 
on the testimony that they read at the meeting.

Th e witnesses are aff orded certain protec-
tions in the gathering of their testimonies.  Th ey 
can decline to be interviewed and they do not have 
to answer questions that they are uncomfortable 
answering or would incriminate themselves.  Ac-
cording to Peter Zanca, a member of the SRC, 
witnesses who give incriminating testimonies can 
be prosecuted for their statements, although it 
seemed like there was no set procedure for this 
kind of situation.  In fact, the SRC Constitution 
has no guidelines for the consequences of witness 
statements for anybody besides the person(s) be-
ing prosecuted.  

“It’s a principle issue, we do not want to com-
promise the social code,” said Zanca. “We do not 
want to prosecute someone who helped us, but 
we would probably have to pursue that case.”

Also, in the past investigators did not type 
up reports from the witnesses.  Th e former role of 
the investigator was simply to request and present 
testimonies written by the witnesses themselves.  
Had this system still be in place, R.T. could have 
avoided the trouble that followed his cooperation 
with the SRC.

But he didn’t. According to R.T., the investi-
gator told him that he was in clear. 

“She lied to my face,” R.T. said of the inves-
tigator. “I asked her straight-up what were the 
implications of me answering that question and 

she told me that she had never heard of testimony 
coming back to bite the witness in the ass.”

As a result of the testimony he gave against 
himself, the SRC found R.T. guilty of breaking 
the social code. Th ey sentenced him to two se-
mesters of probation, one semester of therapy, a 
two-hundred dollar fi ne, an alcoholism evalua-
tion that he had to take over the summer, his par-
ents were notifi ed, and he had to work for cam-
pus safety for fi ve on-campus parties.  [It should 
be noted that the consequences were harsher for 
him because he was already on probation for an-
other drinking incident.]

Th e vast amount of time R.T. has wasted 
due to one person’s incompetence cannot be 
brought back by this article or any other means.  
However, the record of Reid’s actions does need 
to be expunged and the two-hundred dollar fi ne 
should be returned. 

One of the natural questions is why did the 
investigator ask R.T. if he had been drinking if 
the investigation was not about him.  If she was 
concerned about her witness she could have asked 
plenty of other questions that had no possible 
ramifi cations: “do you clearly remember the inci-
dent,” “were you clear-headed,” “do you consider 
yourself a credible witness?”  

In asking “were you drinking,” the investiga-
tor showed a lack of regard for the witness’ safety, 
not to mention an ignorance of the rules that she 
was supposed to enforce.  

While the investigator acted irresponsibly, 
she is not entirely to blame.  Th ere is no clear rule 
in the SRC Constitution regarding what a wit-
ness can be prosecuted for and this bears respon-

sibility as well.  Th ere needs be a rule that protects 
witnesses from being prosecuted with their own 
statements, both to protect the witnesses and to 
ensure future witness cooperation.

Th e SRC representative I talked to made it a 
point of emphasis that the committee is judicial, 
but is not governed in the same manner as your 
typical court of justice.  Regardless, this is clearly 
a mistrial and the SRC should acknowledge the 
mistake of one of its members and make the ap-
propriate restitutions.  I believe that the vast ma-
jority of the members of the SRC are more than 
competent and that the system can work, but this 
case needs to be overturned for the sake of the 
committee’s credibility.

As is the case with all unfortunate events, we 
should take stock of what we can learn from the 
misfortune of Reid Terry.  Naturally, hopefully 
this article reveals that one should be careful in 
giving personally damning information to the 
SRC or any other judicial committee at Rhodes 
because they consider themselves honor-bound to 
prosecute.  Th e obvious solution to this problem 
is to amend the constitution to protect witnesses 
from incriminating themselves, the benefi ts for 
which are aforementioned and obvious.  It should 
also be noted that joining a judicial committee is 
an honor and a duty and everyone who is elected 
should know exactly what they are doing or else 
people can get hurt and what reads as a point of 
pride on a resume should appear as a stain.  Final-
ly, when injustice is done and appeals run out, it 
is the role of the media to report unfairness in the 
system and those who feel wronged should speak 
out so those injustices will not be repeated.
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CampusSafety
April 13-20, 2008

04/13
1:06 pm: Student called Campus Safety to report her wallet stolen from the refectory or middle ground. 
Report fi led.

04/14
9:55 am: Homeless person in front of Stewart soliciting money.  Person asked to leave the area.
10:12 am: Person observed trying to enter King Hall, again to solicit money.  Subject approached by Campus 
Safety and asked again to leave the area. 

04/15
11:05 am: Report of an on campus hit and run; report fi led.
2:08 pm: Report of a missing laptop from Barret Library; report fi led.

04/16
5:10 pm: Unattended laptop in the Barret Library brought to Campus Safety for safe keeping; owner noti-
fi ed.
           
04/17
11:20 am: Report of an ill student in Voorhies Hall, campus nurse and Campus Safety responded.  Nurse 
requested an ambulance; ill student transported for observation. 
11:00 pm: Medical assistance needed by student.
11:28 pm: Paramedics arrived on campus.
11:59 pm: Paramedics departed campus; student transported to local hospital for observation.  Report 
fi led.

By Allyson Pellisier
Staff  Writer

At some point during their ten-
ure at Rhodes, most students have 
received (if not completed) a survey 
administered by the college.  Jay 
Eckles, who graduated from Rhodes 
with the Class of 2000 and serves as 
the current Director of Information 
Services, has addressed many ques-
tions and concerns students have 
expressed about the survey process.  

“Since coming back to Rhodes 
as a staff  member three years ago 
and taking responsibility for coor-
dinating surveys of students, I’ve 
often heard the question/complaint, 
‘Why do you survey us if you aren’t 
going to use our answers to change 
anything?’” said Eckles.

  Students invest time and ener-
gy into taking the surveys, and they 
“have every right to expect that the 
collective voice of the student body 

will infl uence the College’s actions, 
especially when we ask for it specifi -
cally through a survey.”

Eckles fi rst explained how one 
can easily overlook the correlation 
between survey results and policy 
changes.  One primary reason exists 
in the time gap between aggregating 
the results and altering/implement-
ing policy.  Information Services 
“surveys students early in plan-
ning for a project so that the data 
can actually be used,” so although 
resulting changes are not immedi-
ate, they are relevant.  Moreover, 
while policy changes may not (and 
usually do not) align perfectly with 
a particular student’s opinions, they 
usually align with the general opin-
ion found in the survey.

  “When we make changes or 
take action, we take the input of 
many students into consideration, 
and often those opinions are con-

fl icting.” Said Eckles.
In the past couple of years, 

Rhodes has initiated many changes 
based on survey results.  For exam-
ple, using conclusions drawn from 
the surveys, the college has altered 
the structure of the Open Rhodes 
orientation, increased social pro-
gramming (e.g. “Big Diehl” events), 
improved the recycling system, 
relayed relevant information and 
complaints to academic advisers, 
and modifi ed the direction of the 
renovation of Burrow Library.  

As Director, Eckles has empha-
sized using results to improve aca-
demic and social atmosphere of the 
campus: “For my part, I’ve made 
more of an eff ort to begin present-
ing the results of surveys to relevant 
groups.”

Additionally, some students 
have expressed frustration about 
the number of surveys they receive.  
Most surveys use representative 
sampling, so that students do not 
receive every survey the college ad-
ministers.  Eckles said “we’ve also 
instituted a policy that requires 
the centralized coordination of 
administrative surveys of students, 
requires that existing data be used 
instead of a survey where possible, 
and requires that individuals re-
questing a survey of students can 
demonstrate how they’ll use the 
information they collect.”  Eckles 
encourages any input or questions 
students may have regarding the 
survey process, and can be contact-
ed via email at ecklesj@rhodes.edu.

Survey system discussed

Recyclemania Standings
Rhodes competed in the Per Capita Classic 
Competition, and fi nished 126, with 9.71 pounds of 
recyclables per person.  

The top schools were:
1) Kalamazoo College
2) United States Coastal Guard Academy
3) Truman State University
4) Rochester Institute of Technology
5) Medical University of South Carolina

By Allyson Pellisier
Staff  Writer

Every summer, Rhodes off ers a variety of programs for students interested in 
obtaining academic credit outside of the standard school year. With consistently 
positive feedback from participating students, the Buckman Center for Inter-
national Education is once again off ering several opportunities for students to 
pursue academics over the summer.  

Students have steadily demonstrated interest in “British Studies at Oxford,” 
a six-week program at St. John’s College of Oxford University. Students attending 
British Studies participate in seminars and study visits, with an opportunity to 
travel on the weekends. 

 “Coral Reef Ecology” serves as another option, particularly for students in-
terested in the natural sciences. Lasting two weeks, the program allows students 
to develop fi eld research in Honduras with the Institute of Marine Studies.  

Additionally, for those interested in working on fl uency in a foreign language, 
the Buckman Center off ers several intensive language programs, at locations in-
cluding Ecuador, France, Germany, and Russia. As study abroad becomes an 
increasingly integral component of the Rhodes experience, the Buckman Center 
is continually developing its summer off erings.

Th e past few years, Rhodes professors have developed new programs to pro-
vide students an even greater variety in summer scholastic opportunities. Drs. 
Ryan Byrne and Milton Moreland have created the course Archaeology 450: Ar-
chaeological Field School, which constitutes four academic credits and fulfi lls 
the F11 requirement in the foundations curriculum. Students will spend three 
weeks in Fayette County, TN, living at the Ames Plantation; they will work with 
specialists and regional experts in both the excavation itself and the post-excava-
tion analysis. Moreover, students do not need prior familiarity with excavations, 
as they will learn how to use technological equipment as a component of the 
course.

Drs. John Planchon and Deborah Pittman off er a four-week program in 
Belgium with the University of Antwerp, geared toward students interested in 
international business. With this program, students participate in business case 
studies, site visits, and cultural visits. Th e case studies cover a wide array of topics, 
including issues pertinent to international branding, the diamond industry, and 
the development of FedEx in the global market. Students receive six academic 
credits and a satisfaction of the F11 requirement.

Dr. David Romano has also added a new summer program this year, “Th e 
History and Politics of Identity in Turkey.” Although the study is based in Is-
tanbul, students will also travel to many sites in the surrounding areas. Lessons 
will focus on the appreciation of the multi-ethnic culture of Turkey, as well as 
the underlying political confl icts of religion and secularism. Th e four-week series 
will satisfy both the F9 and F11 requirements and will provide participants direct 
experience with Middle Eastern culture.

For more information about summer academic programs, contact the Buck-
man Center for International Studies.

Maymester plans 
Courtesy Vivian McWilliams

Spain is one of the many opputunities for study abroad.
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By Jonathan Cashon
Staff Writer

 Despite existing in an international capitalist 
system, some Hollywood heavy-hitters apparently see the 
world as some kind of neo-mercantilist, zero-sum opera-
tion. Th at’s I-am-nowhere-near-as-smart-as-I-sound speak 
for “they’re really, really afraid of competition.” It’s easy to 
imagine the recreational spending of Americans as a single 
pie, and there’s only so much to go around. Regardless of 
whether or not that’s true, certain people seem to be con-
vinced. When gazing upon the slumping revenues of movie 
houses across the country, movie executives had to ask 
themselves “who took our slice?” Th ere are many suspects, 
to be sure, but videogames are defi nitely in the line-up.

Over three-odd decades after its inception, the video-
game industry has grown to rival the entertainment jugger-
naut that is fi lm. It routinely pulls in billions of dollars an-
nually, and its major fi rms are wealthy and powerful players 
in the entertainment business. Just look at the Madden 
franchise. Electronic Arts has not only managed to secure 
exclusive rights to making NFL videogames, but routinely 
makes hundreds of millions of dollars selling what is essen-
tially the same game year after year. Th e “Maddenoliday” 
ad campaign of 2006 popularized what many people al-
ready did – take the game’s August release date off  of work 
to play it for as long and as much as possible immediately 
after purchase. 

Th is happens with other games, of course. It’s not hard 
to fi nd stories of people making a holiday out of mastering 

the latest, greatest release. Halo 3, the highly-anticipated 
and over-hyped fl agship title for the X-box 360, sold 3.3 
million copies within 12 days of its September 25, 2007 
release date. Some may recall class attendance being a little 
spotty those couple of weeks. Why go to class when there 
were hordes of faceless, skill-less fools online just asking for 
a well-placed sniper-shot right in the face-shield? “To learn” 
was not enough of a draw for many Halo-mad gamers.

But what about the movies? If Halo could keep a siz-
able chunk of the key 18-34 year old male demographic 
enthralled to the point of ignoring their future for a day, 
could it keep them out of theater seats? Th e disappoint-
ing ticket sales of October, to Mike Hickey of Advertising 
Age pointed unequivocally to “yes”. After all, what could 
possibly keep people from buying an eight dollar ticket to 
see Th e Heartbreak Kid? It had to be the popularity of this 
space-marine named Master Chief and his inexplicable 
proclivity for crouching over fallen foes.

As you might imagine, some industry analysts are fore-
casting gloomy days ahead for Iron Man, whose May 2 re-
lease date falls dangerously close to the April 29th release of 
Grand Th eft Auto IV. After all, presumably the same kind 
of people who would play “GTA” would see Iron Man. Th e 
worry is that they’ll be too busy ramping an ice-cream 
truck into a police helicopter to watch the fi rst “big movie” 
of the summer season. Th e thinking continues that these 
gamers will enjoy the game so much that they will be un-
able to extricate themselves from its gritty vision of a world 
gone mad for the entirety of Iron Man’s release. 

I fi nd this idea personally absurd. One hopes that 
the people actually running the studios have better advis-
ers than the analysts that work in the trade papers. It all 
boils down to the fact that gamers have disposable income. 
While it might be reasonable to assume that if they spend 
money on games they won’t spend money on movies, it is 
impossible to say they would have seen a particular movie 
in the fi rst place. In the case of movies like Iron Man, there 
is no intrinsic reason why a GTA player would not go and 
see it? Th ey off er diff erent experiences. Regardless of taste, 
consider this: blockbusters like Iron Man need to bring in 
a lot of money to turn a profi t. If the studios haven’t made 
something worth seeing, then people won’t go to see it. It’s 
as simple as that. Th e responsibility of making a quality 
product lies with the fi lm-makers. After that, it’s up to the 
advertisers. Take note that Iron Man had a trailer during 
the Super Bowl. If they still can’t put people in the seats, 
especially seeing as how Grand Th eft Auto IV comes out in 
a month and I haven’t seen a single commercial for it, then 
they’re doing something wrong. Th e concerns of market 
analysts notwithstanding, Paramount – the studio releas-
ing Iron Man – appears to be embracing the proximity of 
Grand Th eft Auto IV’s release. Th e “GTA IV Launch Cen-
ter” on www.ign.com is sponsored by none other than Iron 
Man itself. 

A parting thought on double standards: If Haze for the 
PlayStation 3 doesn’t sell well this May, no one is going to 
blame Midnight Meat Train.

Videogames to commit grand theft box-offi ce?

Adam Teer: You have been writing comics for the 
Sou’wester for 3 years. How did you get the opportunity to 
do that?

Matt Jack: It’s kind of a funny story. When I was a fresh-
man, I used to read the newspaper.  I would read the current 
comic at the time. It was a comic without any written diatribe 
or any words like that. It was always full of inside jokes and 
was never really that funny to me or my friends. One time 
in the spring my freshman year, I was talking shit and I said 
I could draw a better comic than that.  A junior who played 
baseball with me, Evan, used to date the editor at the time. 
He went up to her and said he had a buddy who wanted to do 
comics. I didn’t really want to do the comics but I ended up 
doing it because I was talking shit, and I just ate it up. She ap-
proached me because she needed a new cartoonist and asked 
me if I would do it. I was really bad at drawing at this point 
in my life. Th e fi rst ones are really shitty. It took me hours to 

try and draw a hand or a neck. From there, I have evolved into 
the present day Matt Jack.  Some of my comic infl uences have 
been Bill Watterson of Calvin and Hobbes, Penny Arcade, an 
online comic, or Perry Bible Fellowship, done by a kid at Syra-
cuse. It is a little more demented than mine, but I still think 
it’s cool. I know I have done like comics with poop jokes, four 
where girls belittle Spud, and a lot about avoiding work. All 
of those are part of me. Th ey are very Matt Jack. I love poop 
humor, but I try to limit it because it is stupid humor. I like 
humor where there is a lot of humility in it. So people can 
relate to it. Nobody likes those jokes that make fun of people. 
So I try to limit it to my characters being stupid. 

AT: You have been working on a book for a while, and 
now it is fi nally done or near completion?

MJ: I have taken all my old comics, reedited them, and 
colored them. At fi rst I to create a book of all my comics. I was 
going through my old ones, and I felt that they weren’t as good 
as the new ones. Th ey were without color , I used to do them 
in paint and word documents. I had no clue about Photoshop 
at this time. So I put them all into Photoshop and I have been 
coloring and editing them.  Th ey were really choppy compared 
to my new work. Th ey look a lot better now. Now I am just 
packaging them together to get them out in the next couple of 
days. It should have about 40 cartoons in it. Th e majority of 
them will be from this year. In previous years I was splitting 
time with another comic artist, so I made less comics. 

AT: Is it going to be hardback?
MJ: Hopefully it will be spiral bound of some sort. I am 

just going to try and break even. Set the price equal to the ma-
terials. I just want to try and leave a legacy here at Rhodes. 

AT: Is it going to be new ones, or old ones?
MJ: I wish I can put in some new comics, but since I am 

a student, it is hard enough for me to put one out every week. 
Th ere won’t be any new ones, but what I can promise are all of 
the old ones edited, Photoshopped, and horizontal. Th e olds 
ones were sometimes vertical because the comic artist had a 
vertical comic, and I followed in his footsteps. I used to write 

down all the words and letters by hand. Th at was stupid. I 
have Photoshopped all of that. So, I hope it looks cool.  Th ere 
are a couple of my favorites that I have redrawn. Actually, it 
was just one, “Th e Wise Wish”. It has a genie, and I really like 
that one. 

AT: As far as the inspiration for your comics, are the char-
acters based on your friends? And how do you decide what to 
use as an idea for a comic?

MJ: Th e two characters in my comic are Spud, the guy 
with the chops and the goatee. And he is the stupid one. His 
look was based off  my neighbor freshman year Matt. It wasn’t 
the character. Th e other character, Jack, named after me, was 
inspired after my freshman roommate Bryce. He was the con-
servative kid who always wore the collared shirt. But Jack in 
the comic is kind of an idiot too. Both of the characters are a 
little bit of me and how I see the school or when I look back 
on stuff  I did. Th ose characters looks are based off  the images 
of the two guys, but they are inspired by the things I see or do 
on campus.

AT: Where will the book be available?
MJ: You can email me if you really want a copy of this. 

I am going to post up in the Rat. I have really enjoyed draw-
ing these comics. You can see some samples of my comics at 
my website, mattjack.net. You don’t want to go to mattjack.
com because that is porn. But mattjack.net has some of my 
latest things. You can’t fi nd everything on there, because I 
don’t want to spoil the book. It has been a pleasure. I just want 
people to get a chance to have a copy of them.  I hope someone 
can carry on the legacy of an awesome comic strip. 

AT: Is this going to be something that you continue to 
pursue after you graduate?

MJ: I am pretty sure I am going to try to contact the local 
newspaper, wherever I am at, and try to do cartoons. 

AT: Any fi nal comments?
MJ: Look for stuff  on my website. Buy my book. Please. I 

can sign it if you want. If you think I am that cool. 

Interview with Sou’Wester comic artist Matt Jack



By Adam Teer
A&E Editor

 Th e Judd Apatow comedic troupe has taken over the raunchy/adult comedy genre 
in the last couple of years. It all started with Th e 40 Year Old Virgin starring Steve Carell. 
From there, Apatow and his gang have made Superbad, Knocked Up, Walk Hard, and Drill-
bit Taylor. Most of the same actors show up in all of these fi lms, but Apatow usually gives 
each one their moment to take the spotlight. Seth Rogen and Paul Rudd, who had standout 
performances in 40 Year Old Virgin, got their chance to stand out by starring in Knocked Up. 
From Knocked Up, Jonah Hill got a starring role in Superbad. Th is time around in Apatow 
and the gang’s Forgetting Sarah Marshall, Jason Segel takes the spotlight

 Segel is most known from 
his performances in the short-lived, 
but widely acclaimed Freaks and 
Geeks, as well as his role as Marshall 
on CBS’ How I Met Your Mother. 
Segel not only stars in Sarah Mar-
shall, but he wrote the script as well. 
I am a huge fan of How I Met Your 
Mother, and I had pretty high hopes 
of Segel’s ability to take the lead in 
this fi lm. I was not disappointed.

Forgetting Sarah Marshall 
is the story of Peter Bretter (Segel), a 
musician for a television show who 
is secretly creating a puppet rock 
opera about Dracula. His TV star 
girlfriend, Sarah Marshall (Kristen 
Bell of Veronica Mars) breaks up 
with him. After weeks of uncontrol-
lable crying, moping, and hapless 
one-night stands, Bretter decides 
to get away. He goes to Hawaii and 
discovers he is staying at the same 
hotel that Sarah and her new rocker 
boyfriend are. Awkward. Segel deals 
with having to see her and her new 
beau while he starts falling for the 
desk attendant at the hotel played 
by Th at 70’s Show’s Mila Kunis. 

Forgetting Sarah Marshall 
may not be the funniest of the Apa-
tow comedies (I will argue that Knocked Up will forever hold that crown, but it defi nitely 
holds its own. Apatow knows what he is doing and it is hard for him to put out a bad fi lm. 
Segel and Apatow created a hilarious comedy, but the one thing that Sarah Marshall has that 
the others don’t, is awkward moments that arise when you get your heart broken and start 
to fall in love again. Segel really creates a true picture of what can happen. Some of the situ-
ations may be a little over the top to get laughs, but the root of where he comes from rings 
true. Th e fi lm balances heartfelt emotions with Apatow-style adult humor. Th is movie is 
defi nitely not for children. Segel really created something unique. Forgetting Sarah Marshall
has been labeled as the fi rst ‘romantic disaster movie’.  

 Th e familiar faces of Paul Rudd and Jonah Hill appear in supporting roles. Rudd’s 
take as surf instructor Kunu is one of the best bit parts I have seen in years. Familiar jokes 
about the awkwardness of sex and sexual situations also show up. Segel does a great job about 
keeping situations that can be awkward in real life still awkward. He does not change what 
happens to fi t some Hollywood stereotypical behavior. Th at is where the true genius of the 
movie comes from.

 Segel has really set himself up to launch into the spotlight, much like Seth Rogen 
did in Knocked Up. Segel moved from his supporting role in Knocked Up to a strong and 
capable leading man. You do get to see a little more than you want to of Segel when he does 
a full frontal shot at the beginning of the movie. Th is is an example of Segel doing whatever 
he needs to do to make the script work and make the movie real. Because in real life, people 
are naked sometimes. 

 Th e fi lm runs at about an hour and forty minutes and that time is well spent. It 
never gets really draggy or slow, but the laughs do decrease during the last quarter of the 
fi lm. Th e fi lm opens hitting big in the funny department and keeps swinging for most of 
the fi lm. So if you are looking for a very funny movie see Sarah Marshall. If you are looking 
for a heartfelt movie, see Sarah Marshall. If you are going to go spend 10 dollars for a movie 
in theatres, do not go see Jackie Chan and Jet Li in Th e Forbidden Kingdom. See Forget-
ting Sarah Marshall. Sarah Marshall had a hard week at the box offi  ce due to Th e Forbidden 
Kingdom, but that should not be a reason to pass on this fi lm. Sarah Marshall is one of the 
funniest and most real and heartfelt fi lms of the year. It is defi nitely worth the money. Sarah 
Marshall gets 4 ½ stars out of 5. 
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149 Union Avenue . Memphis,TN 38103 . www.peabodymemphis.com

Thursdays, 6pm - 10pm

$5 Cover charge

Ladies free till 8:00 pm

Must be 21

2008 sponsors are:

April 3 . Dr. Zarr’s Amazing
Funk Monster

April 10 . Dash Rip Rock
April 17 . Country Grammar
April 24 . Garry Goin and G3

DJ Bobby Smith
on the Rooftop with the bands

The
Season
is Open

The
Season
is Open

Don’t forget Sarah Marshall

Can you place coins on a 6 × 6 chessboard, at most one coin per 
square, so that for each square, whether occupied or not, the number of 
coins an adjacent sqares (sharing a common edge) is odd?

If you think you know the answer, e-mail the answer to rinsl@
rhodes.edu for a chance to win two movie tickets.

The Puzzler
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By Ralph MacDonald
Sports Editor

With an 8-6 loss to the Millsaps Majors on Sunday, 
there is only the slightest chance that Rhodes Baseball will 
advance into the Regional play-off s this year.  As a member 
of the team, I can speak to the disappointment we have all 
shared over a season that began with extremely high hopes 
after setting a school record for wins with 36 last year.  Th is 
year, we returned all but three seniors and two freshmen 
who had left the team.  Our line-up was as scary as any in 
the nation and our pitching was strong at the top and deep 
in dependable throwers.  Th e freshman class held a lot of 
promise and contributed to our success this year.  Barring 
some possible later games, the baseball team will fi nish with 
a record of 27-12, which will be the fourth most wins in 
school history.

I joined the Lynx last year before the record-setting 36 
wins and have always known our team to be a juggernaut.  
My good fortune in this sense is due to the hard work and 
talent of this year’s seniors, who have done incredible things 
for Rhodes Baseball.

When the class of 2008 arrived on campus, the team 
was coming off  a 12-24 season with just three wins against 
15 losses in conference play.  Th e catcher could barely throw 
the ball to the pitcher’s mound and the talent level was so 
low that the team would end up scoring 127 less runs than 

opponents, which comes out to over three runs per game.
Th e freshman year of growing pains ended with an 11-28 

record, and it seemed like the Rhodes Baseball program was 
going nowhere fast.  But second-year coach Jeff  Cleanthes 
led his initial recruiting class to an unexpected 2006 season, 
going 28-15, tying the school’s single season victory mark.  
Th e rest is history, and for the last two years the Rhodes 
Baseball team has been a force in the SCAC East and the 
seniors who make it happen deserve recognition.  

#2 Matt Beesley: Beesley is a four year starter and two 
year captain for the Rhodes Baseball team.  He is responsible 
for much of the team bonding activities and is a perennial 
All-SCAC player at catcher.  Th e man says “jump” and the 
freshmen say “how high?”  Anything else they might say is 
off  the record, but he has been the team leader for the last 
two years.

#3 Richard Hurd: Hurd is also a four year starter and 
captain of this year’s team.  A housemate of Beesley’s, the 
two combine for the best post-bar stories in Memphis to keep 
the team entertained during stretching.  Also a constant on 
the All-SCAC team, Hurd also made the ESPN Academic 
All-American team.  He is mulling a pro baseball career in 
Israel.

#8 Daniel Vanaman: Another four-year starter, 2007 
D-III All-American, 2008 Pre-season All-American, and 
two-time Tennessee DIII hitter of the year, Vanaman has 

been a star since he stepped onto the fi eld his freshman year.  
One of the friendliest people at Rhodes, Vanaman’s laugh is 
nearly as big as his afro.

#10 Matt Jack: Th e term “colorful” was created to de-
scribe Matt Jack.  A cartoonist for the Sou’wester, Jack has a 
sense of humor that frightens, amuses, and leaves the team 
laughing.  A very intense player, Jack ends every day by lead-
ing the team cheer (the baseball kind, not the softball kind…
this team is better than that).

#12 David Welch: Another intense player, Welch is also 
a master beat-boxer and the team’s resident expert on phys-
ics.

#16 Jeff  Mueller: Coaches always use the word “competi-
tor” when describing Jeff  Mueller, who started out as a short-
stop and has ended his career with one of his best season’s 
as a reliever, sporting a 2.89 ERA as one of the team’s go-to 
stoppers.

#18 Chris Catalanatto:  Catalanatto had a breakout 
year in 2007, getting named to the All-SCAC team and has 
built on that performance this year.  Also takes care of team 
mouse “Evander Molifi eld” and is a participant in many of 
the Beesley-Hurd stories.

#26 Robert Flanagan: Was profi led last week but it bears 
repeating, Flanagan is DIII All-American pitcher who has a 
chance to go pro this year.  He is getting married next April 
and everyone who reads this article is invited. 

Class of 2008 paved the way for Rhodes Baseball
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