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Introduction 
 
This course will survey a variety of periods and controversies in which religious ideas, 
beliefs and practices have contributed to the rise, perpetuation and critique of racism in 
the West. The course will focus mainly on two case studies: the religious roots of anti-
Judaism and anti-Semitism in Europe between the first century and the Nazi era, and the 
religious dimensions of racial theory and racial conflict in America from the colonial era 
to the present day. These thorough case studies will prepare students to analyze attitudes 
regarding religion and race in contemporary religious communities. 
 
Requirements 
 
Tasks: 
 
Students enrolled in this course shall: 
1. attend and participate in class sessions, having actively read the assigned material 
2. write two short papers , due on the dates noted in the syllabus 
3. complete two examinations 
4. keep a journal 
5. make a class presentation  
 
Required Texts: 
 
*Readings Book (available in the bookstore) 
Elaine Pagels, The Origin of Satan 
Doris Bergen, Twisted Cross 
Michael Barkun, Religion and the Racist Right 
Charles Marsh, God’s Long Summer 
James Wall, Face to Face 
 
Explanations 
 
Attendance, Preparation and Participation--These are crucial aspects of a student's 
involvement in a course such as this one. Attendance means being present in class on 
time and remaining until class is concluded; Preparation means coming to class having 
actively read the assignment and noted questions, puzzles or learnings to be shared on 
request. Participation means contributing regularly to discussions in a critical, searching 
and honest way, always remaining respectful of the viewpoints of others--especially your 
classmates. 



 
 N.B.: Students may miss class two times during the semester for any reason. Students 
who miss class three or more times will have their A&P grades lowered accordingly.  
 
Papers:  Students will write two short papers (4-5pages), with due dates noted on the 
schedule of topics and readings. These papers should demonstrate integration of and 
thoughtful responses to course material. They will be graded on content, style and 
mechanics and should conform to Kate L. Turabian, Student’s Guide for Writing College 
Papers or some other standard writing manual. 
 
 Assignment for Paper One: Interview by phone, questionnaire or in person at least 
five members of the Rhodes community associated with different religious communities. 
Talk to them long enough to establish their views on race, segregation, etc. and the way 
these views have been influenced by religious beliefs and experiences. Analyze the 
results of your interviews by placing them in the context of the history of religion and 
racism as illuminated by the course. 
 
 Assignment for Paper Two: Interview by phone, questionnaire or in person at 
least five persons in the Memphis community (not associated with Rhodes) who represent 
different religious communities. Talk to them long enough to establish their views on 
race, segregation, etc. and the way these views have been influenced by religious beliefs 
and experiences. Analyze the results of your interviews by placing them in the context of 
the history of religion and racism as illuminated by the course. 
 
Exams There will be a mid-term and a final examination. Both exams will be take-home 
and will consist of objective and essay questions. The final examination will be due at the 
end of the exam period specified by the College for M hour courses. The mid-term exam 
will due on the date noted in the syllabus. 
 
Other Activities:  Periodically, students will be asked to participate in small group 
discussions, complete in-class writings assignments or take quizzes. These activities will 
help form the instructor’s impression of students’ preparation for class. 
 
Late Work: Without an explicit extension from the professor, papers, exams, quizzes, etc. 
will not be accepted after the due date. 
 
Journal Assignments. Address the following questions in your journals, one each time 
you turn it it: 
 
1) Consider the first time you recognized that race was a factor in defining relationships 
between people or in determining the structure of societal institutions. What were the 
circumstances of your discovery? How have religious ideas or convictions been involved 
in your developing understanding of race and racism? In your family or religious 
community, does religion promote racism, or combat it, or neither? 
 



2) Surf the web for sites that deal with race and/or religion. What sorts of ideas are being 
disseminated over the internet? How do they relate to the things we have read or talked 
about in class? 
 
3) Write a response to James Wall’s book Face to Face, relating it as much as possible to 
your own experience. 
 
Percentages for Tabulating Grades: 
 
Attendance, Preparation and Participation  25% 
Examinations 30% (15% each) 
Papers  30% (15% each) 
Journal 15%  
 

Schedule of Topics and Readings 
 
Part I: Religion and Anti-Semitism 
 
Th 1/14 Course Introduction 
  Film: “From Jesus to Christ”    
 
Tu 1/19 Christian Origins   The Origin of Satan, 3-62 
 
Th 1/21 Christian Origins   The Origin of Satan, 63-111 
  Film: “From Jesus to Christ” 
 
Tu 1/26 Christian Origins   The Origin of Satan, 149-184 
 
Th 1/28 Middle Ages     *Cohn, 25-65; 279-284 
  Film: “The Longest Hatred” 
 
Tu 2/2  Nazi Germany    Twisted Cross, 1-43 
 
Th 2/4  Nazi Germany    Twisted Cross, 82-100, 142-71 
  Film: “Shadow on the Cross” 
 
Fri 2/5  Journal Due 
 
Tu 2/9 Nazi Germany  *Bonhoeffer, 221-29; 240-43 *Niemöller, 178-184; 192-98;  
  (Special Session) *Faulhaber, 256-61 
 
Part II: Religion and American Racism  
 
Th 2/11 Backgrounds    *Hannaford, 87-126 
 
Fri 2/12 Test One Due 



 
Tu 2/16 Religion and Slavery   *Swartley, 31-64 
 
Th 2/18 Religion and Slavery   *Haynes, 1-15; *Palmer, 184-200 
 
Tu 2/23 Religion and Anti-Slavery  *Pease, 111-142; *Ruchames, 46-58 
 
Th 2/25  Religion and Anti-Slavery  *Cable, 1-39 
 
Fri 2/26 Paper One Due 
 
Part III: Religion and Twentieth-Century American Racism 
 
Tu 3/2  Religion and Segregation  *Haynes, 16-31; *Kinney, 9-10;  
       *Gillespie, 2-16 
 
Th 3/4  Anti-Segregation   *Matson, 105-117; 81-100; 168-175;  
  Film: “Malcolm’s Lament”  *Buswell, 55-65 
   
Fri 3/5 Journal Due 
 
Spring Break  
 
Tu 3/16 Religion & Civil Rights  *King, “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” 1-9  
  Film: “From Montgomery to Memphis” 
  
Th 3/18 Religion & Civil Rights  God’s Long Summer, 3-48 
 
Tu 3/23 Religion & Civil Rights  God’s Long Summer, 49-115 
 
Th 3/25 Religion & Civil Rights  God’s Long Summer, 117-151 
 
Tu 3/30 Religion & Civil Rights  God’s Long Summer, 152-204 
 
Easter Break  
 
Tu 4/6  Memphis & Southwestern  *Sou’wester Articles 
  Film: “At the River I Stand” 
 
Fri 4/7  Test Two Due 
 
Part IV: Contemporary Issues  
 
Th 4/8  Christian Identity   Religion and the Racist Right, 3-71 
 
Tu 4/13 Christian Identity  Religion and the Racist Right, 121-196 



  Film: “Blood in the Face” 
 
Th 4/15 Christian Identity  Religion and the Racist Right, 199-253 
 
Tu 4/20 Racism Today (reports) Face to Face, 1-54 
 
Th 4/22 Racism Today (reports) Face to Face, 55-117 
 
Fri 4/23 Paper Two Due 
 
Tu 4/27 Racism Today (reports) Face to Face, 119-170 
 
Th 4/29 Racism Today (reports) Face to Face, 171-220 
 
Fri 4/30  Journal  Due 
 
 
 
 
 


