Humanities 201: The Search for Values in Light of Western History and Religion, Part II.  

Professor Maria Talero

Clough 405

Phone: 843-3577

email: talerom@rhodes.edu

Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:15-2:15



Wednesdays and Fridays, 2:15-3:15 by appointment only 

Course Meets: Tuesday and Thursday, 3:30-4:45, Clough 313

Introduction.

Though our readings will begin near the final days of the Roman Empire, this course is in many ways about the emergence of the modern world, as that showed itself in philosophy, literature, visual art, religion and politics.  The sacking of Rome (410 and 485 A.D.) and the occupation of the Roman Empire by the Germanic peoples (the so-called "Barbarian Migrations") marked the end of the millenium of Greek and Greek-inspired civilization in Europe.  The initial result of this change was a general disappearance of advanced culture in Europe (the so-called "Dark Ages").  These changes corresponded with the rise of Christianity in Europe, and our study will begin with a consideration of the "Rule" of St. Benedict (from around 500 A.D.), probably the most important document for the founding of Christianing monastic culture in this period.  It was not until the 1100s that there was a substantial resurgence of a flourishing culture in Europe, and as representatives of this period (the "High Middle Ages") we will study the philosophical writings of St. Thomas Aquinas, who remains probably the most important philosopher within the Catholic Church, and the Inferno from Dante's Divine Comedy, one of the greatest literary works of Western culture.  Aquinas's works seek to unite the teachings of Christianity with the insights of the ancient Greek philosophers.  Dante's poem is very much rooted in this same comprehensive vision of human life.  The culture that was emerging at this time, however, was revolutionary, and soon rejected this Christian vision and the attempt to retain ancient Greek philosophical ideas.  With Machiavelli we see the spirit of a new world--the modern world--bursting onto the scene.  This new world is the world of the scientific revolution, of capitalism and ultimately of democratic government.  With Machiavelli, and then in Luther, Hobbes and Kant, we will witness the birth of this world and then its development through various internal conflicts.  In general, our study of these materials is designed with the intention of facilitating contact with the most impressive, most valuable and most insightful ideas that people have had in the past, and making sure that those ideas continue to live on, nourishing people and helping them to live their lives.  Specifically, this is a philosophical approach to this goal.  We will look at ideas that offer philosophical challenges to the way we live and offer philosophical arguments for different ways of seeing reality.

Course Texts.

Benedict of Nursia, The Rule of St. Benedict, (Liturgical Press)

Anton C. Pegis (ed), Introduction to St. Thomas Aquinas, (McGraw Hill)

Dante Alighieri, Inferno, trans. Mandelbaum, (Bantam Classics)

Machiavelli, Niccolo, The Prince, trans. Mansfield, (U. of Chicago)

Hobbes, Thomas, Leviathan, (Penguin)

Luther, Martin, Selections from his Writings, ed. Dillinberger, (Doubleday)

Kant, Immanuel, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals (HarperCollins)

Tentative Schedule of Readings (Subject to Change) 

Please note: there will be films and/or videos periodically scheduled at different points in the semester for viewing both inside and outside of class.  For films outside of class, I will notify you in advance and make copies of the films available to you for viewing on your own time along or in groups.  You will be responsible for viewing these films by a specified date.  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Week of:

Reading:

Aug 23


Benedict of Nursia, The Rule




–Medieval Civilization/The “Dark” Ages





–Setting up an Abbey

Aug 30


Benedict

Sept 6


Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, I q. 2, a. 3 (pp 24-27)





–The Later Middle Ages






–The Dominicans






–Church and State






–The Crusades





–Aquinas’s Christian Aristotelianism






–proving God’s existence from nature

Sept 13
Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, I-II q. 58, a. 2 (pp 580-2), q. 91, aa 1-4 (pp. 616-23), q. 94 aa 1-6 (pp634-45)





–Human Nature and Fulfillment

Sept 20

Aquinas, Summa Theologiae (cont’d).





–Human Nature and Fulfillment (cont’d)





-Sep 23: In-Class Test

Sept 27

Dante, Inferno




–Dante’s Christian literary vision of the human condition
Oct 4


Dante, Inferno

Oct 11


Machiavelli, The Prince




–Renaissance Florence






–the Medici





–The modern world; modern philosophy

–Inverting Dante’s vision





–The importance of knowledge
Oct 18




--No class Oct 19--fall break




--Oct 21: In-Class Test


Oct 25


Hobbes, Leviathan  Part I, Chs 6, 12, 13 (tentative)







–The human situation: inverting Aquinas’s natural law.

Nov 1


Hobbes, Leviathan  Part I, Chs 13-14





–Power politics

Nov 8


Hobbes, Leviathan  Part I, Ch. 14, Part II Ch. 17

Nov 15


Luther





–The re-emergence of value within individualism.

Nov 22


Kant, Groundwork Part I




--No class Thursday: Thanksgiving





–Defining a moral act

Nov 29

Kant, Groundwork Part II

–Reason, freedom and moral value: Kant’s immanent critique of





 Hobbes

Dec 6               Kant, Groundwork Part II



--Final Paper Due

Course Objectives:

This list of objectives will give you some idea of what you should be aiming to accomplish through study of this course, as well as giving you an idea of some of the important principles behind my evaluation of your work in the class.  

A. General Objectives

--To encounter and explore the ideas of central philosophers and thinkers of the Middle Ages and to better understand the cultural, intellectual and political contexts in which these ideas emerged.

--To be able to evaluate the philosophical systems and theories of these philosophers fairly but critically, drawing upon insights, ideas and views of one's own. 

--To be able to see the relevance of these philosophical debates to concrete issues, experiences and practices in human life.

--To develop a stronger understanding of the origins and evolution of the cultural, intellectual and political world in which we live today.   

--To learn about what it means to think philosophically and to approach the world with philosophical insight.

B: Writing and Communication Skills Objectives 

--To improve the ability to communicate one's own views and arguments without prejudice in a logically sound manner based on reasoned reflection, in a manner that fosters dialogue and arouses interest, both verbally and in writing.

--To develop the ability to analyze and criticize arguments and theses - including one's own - in a cogent, grammatically sound, well-organized and well-structured manner.

--To develop skill in participating in and fostering intellectually stimulating discussions with others. 

 --To aid in fostering a lifelong habit of talking with others about insightful, life-changing ideas.   

Assignments and Expectations:

Your success in this course will be largely dependent upon how actively you engage with the readings, assignments, lectures and discussions.  I expect you to attend and to participate in every class, and more importantly to have prepared in advance for our class meetings.  The class will be geared toward the student who has really spent time with the readings before coming to class, and this means not just having read through the texts but having thought about them and developed an active relationship to them.  Learning is not primarily a matter of passive reception, but is a personal dialogue of question and answer.  To put this another way, learning happens when the material you encounter answers questions that you are asking independently.  For this reason, the class is aimed in particular at the student who has read carefully and meditated on the reading in order to develop his or her own thoughts, questions and ideas about them before coming to class.  I will be expecting you to develop such a dialogue of question and answer with the material we deal with in this course.   In addition, the course will involve periodic on-going homework assignments, as well as 4 major assignments.  The grade will be broken down as follows:

In-class test on Aquinas and possibly Benedict (15%): Sep. 23rd

This test will include one or more brief expository and critical essays in which you are asked to critically evaluate the central theses of a selected author or authors.  It may also include short-answer and identification questions. 

In-class test on Dante and Machiavell (15%): Oct. 21st

This test will include one or more brief expository and critical essays in which you are asked to critically evaluate the central theses of a selected author or authors.  It may also include short-answer and identification questions. 
Paper on themes relevant to Kant, Luther and Hobbes (30%): Dec. 6th

This will be a critical philosophical essay, in which you will need to accurately present an author's (or multiple authors') ideas and then present your own carefully reasoned critical assessment of these ideas, employing textual evidence, insightful analysis, and pertinent illustrations and examples drawn from your own experience where appropriate.  

Final Exam (25 %): Scheduled during Final Exam Period

A comprehensive final exam; will include essay-writing (evaluated in a manner very similar to the critical essays) and short-answer/identification.

Attendance and Participation (15%): 

Please note: satisfactory participation requires completion of all written assignments as well as periodic homework assignments, to be announced in class as necessary.  In addition, I have explained below my further expectations concerning your attendance and participation:

The participation grade is a qualitative assessment of your engagement in this class in three areas: attendance and level of preparation for individual class meetings, active participation in class discussion, and satisfactory completion of assignments (including periodic homework assignments).  The following information addresses each of these three areas in specific detail and should be read very carefully, because it is essentially a guide for how you can do well in this class.  If you have any questions about how to go about meeting these expectations, or if like many students, you are apprehensive about class participation, I will be glad to talk with you during office hours and offer specific suggestions and advice.  Your participation grade is in your hands: take initiative in thinking about and acting on these guidelines!     

“A” Range:  
•
Consistently demonstrates mastery of content and context of readings through careful preparation and analysis

•
Connects daily readings to recurring themes of the course by contrasting and comparing them with past readings; makes and adequately defends judgments about texts and ideas; consistently raises questions and highlights issues of importance connected to the readings

•
Initiates discussion; listens respectfully to the ideas and opinions of others and responds in a way that benefits the discussion rather than dominates it.  

•
Has no more than three unexcused absences in the semester; comes to class on time. 

“B” Range

•
Frequently demonstrates attention to content and context of readings by raising good questions about texts and ideas

•
Shows improvement over the semester in understanding texts and their significance and connecting daily assignments to past readings; makes and adequately defends judgments about texts and ideas; often raises questions and highlights issues of importance connected to the readings 

•
Listens respectfully to the ideas and opinions of others and responds in a way that benefits the discussion rather than dominates it.  

•
Has no more than three unexcused absences in the semester; generally comes to class on time. 

“C” Range
•
Does not always complete assigned readings prior to class; is unable or unwilling to engage in discussions and/or respond to questions or raise questions related to the readings.

•
Makes connections between texts rarely and with difficulty; makes judgments about texts and ideas based solely on opinion or feeling; demonstrates little grasp of the overall significance of the readings and makes little effort to investigate further their significance.

•
Waits for others to initiate discussion and usually speaks only when called upon.

OR

•
Has three to four unexcused absences in the semester and/or a pattern of arriving late for class.

“D” Range
•
Is minimally prepared for class, having only scanned the reading assignments if at all; consistently fails to bring assigned materials to class or to complete written assignments and shows no sign of engagement with the texts prior to class.

•
Makes indefensible connections between reading and/or judgments about the readings that are free from thoughtful analysis; is uninterested in the significance of the readings apart from passing the course. 

•
Is passive in class; shows little respect or interest in the points raised by peers and the professor. 

OR

•
Misses five to seven classes in a semester and/or often comes late to class. 

“F” Range
•
Everything in the “D” range but with more than seven unexcused absences. 

Some remarks concerning paper-writing:

For some of you, this may be your first time writing critical philosophy essays. Here are a few things to bear in mind as you undertake this work.

Grammar, spelling, and punctuation are important.  Some students feel that these matters are mere trivialities, and that it is somehow unfair for professors to deduct points from a paper for mistakes in spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  In fact, however, these matters are integral to your ability to communicate clearly and accurate.  Your mastery of language and communicative skills is a significant part of your assignment, and it is your responsibility to learn and to employ proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Revision is essential to good writing, and so it is important that you begin work on assigned papers as soon as possible to allow adequate time for proofreading and revision. If you want your paper to be something you will feel proud of when it is finished, and if you want to receive a good grade, you need to ensure that you have time to do your best.

Your primary task in the papers you write for this course is to reconstruct and demonstrate your understanding of some of the most significant arguments advanced by contemporary philosophers of the period. Your aim is not to write a pure "research paper" that consolidates and presents other people's ideas. Rather, you will be writing interpretive and critical essays in which you defend your own interpretations of the texts, justifying your interpretations with arguments and references to those texts.

You will find it difficult (impossible, actually) to write a first-rate paper for this course without some quotations or textual references. All quotations and references (direct or oblique) to the ideas of someone other than yourself must be accompanied by a citation and a bibliographical acknowledgment. You may use any of the standard formats for bibliographical citations and references, provided they clearly identify the sources you are using, and allow the reader sufficient information to find the source in order to compare what you have said with the source you have cited.   

*

If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services as soon as possible
