
English 151, section 3 Daniel Gates 
Spring 2005 Office:  Palmer 308B 
MWF 9:00-9:50 gatesd@rhodes.edu 
Palmer 203 Office hrs:  MWF 10:00-10:50,  
  Th 2:00-3:15, & by appt. 
 
 

Critical Thinking and Writing 
 
 
This course has two main goals: 
 
1.  To develop your ability to write persuasively and  
2.  To improve your skill as a reader of difficult texts. 
  
Learning to write well is one of the foundations of an education in the liberal arts; it is a 
skill valuable in every discipline.  Behind the course’s two main goals lie several ideas I 
want to emphasize.  First, writing well depends mainly on revision, and by revision I 
mean re-thinking what you’re writing about thoroughly, reshaping topics, creating new 
thesis statements, and collecting new evidence, not simply proofreading more carefully 
and choosing a better word here and there.  Therefore, in this course, you must produce 
rough drafts of every paper in advance of the final version, and these drafts should 
change significantly as you reexamine the topic at hand and re-think what you’re trying 
to say.   
 
Another assumption behind this course is the idea that developing as a reader will make 
you a better writer, too.  The readings for this course have a variety of different purposes:  
some testify to a writer’s personal experience; some explain a particular phenomenon; 
some argue a controversial viewpoint.  All of them, however, create a vivid impression of 
the writer behind the essay.  One thesis of this course is that the best non-fiction writing 
is not bland, vague, or impersonal, but conveys the writer’s voice.  In this class, we will 
analyze writers’ ideas, the effectiveness of their strategies for persuading readers to their 
point of view, and the techniques they use for creating the sense of “presence.”  Many 
(but not all) of the essays we will read belong under the rubric of “Social Studies,” and 
the class discussions and papers will focus on the analysis and interpretation of cultural 
institutions we all know intimately:  tensions between students and teachers who don’t 
speak the same language, the enticements of advertising, the behavior of strangers on 
sidewalks, and the kitchen’s role as the center of the home, among other topics.   
 
Finally, this course hopes to teach you to regard writing as a tool for critical thinking.  
Getting your ideas down on paper encourages you to identify and examine them.  We will 
always work from the assumption that clear thinking will reveal itself in clear writing.  If 
you can’t write about a topic clearly, your thinking about it may be more muddled than 
your realize.  On the other hand, you may also learn in this class that thinking through a 
topic by writing about it can actually lead to ideas you didn’t even know you had.   
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Required texts:  McQuade and Atwan, eds.  The Writer’s Presence, 4th ed. 
   Trimble, Writing with Style, 2nd ed. 
   Hacker, ed., A Pocket Style Manual, 3rd ed. 
 
Course requirements:   
 
Formal writing assignments:  You will complete five writing assignments.  Most of these 
essays will be about  four or five pages long; one will be a longer paper that uses library 
research.  In many of these essays you will be analyzing and responding to the course 
readings.  Your papers should be typed, double-spaced, and stapled, without errors of 
spelling or grammar.   
 
Shorter writing assignments:  You will also complete a number of shorter writing 
assignments as responses to the course reading.  Think of these as “microthemes,” short 
(1-2 pp.) papers that present a hypothesis or work through an idea.  Often these 
assignments will prompt you to think about the day’s reading in advance of the next 
class.  I will usually assign them and then ask you to hand them in at the next class 
meeting.  I will grade these on a scale of “check,” “check-plus,” “check-minus,” and “no 
check.”  These should also be typed, double-spaced, and stapled, without errors of 
spelling or grammar.  When I return them to you, keep them, put them in a portfolio, and 
then hand them in together as a reading journal for a letter grade at the end of the 
semester.   
 
Sometimes I will also ask you to write short assignments in class.  These can be 
handwritten and will not be graded, but your completion of them is part of your class 
participation.   
 
Conferences:  At least two times during the semester, I will require you to schedule a 
brief meeting with me to discuss your writing.  Usually I will cancel a class to make up 
for a conference day.   
 
Writing Fellows:  This class will be assisted by a Writing Fellow, Heather Ross, a senior 
English major with several semesters’ experience helping students improve their writing 
in the Writing Lab.  At least once during the semester, you will meet with Heather for a 
conference to discuss your writing.   
 
Workshops:  Occasionally during this course we will spend time in class examining one 
of your classmates’ papers.  These papers will be presented anonymously, but the author 
will be in the room, so it is obviously vital that these workshops be conducted in a 
respectful manner.  The emphasis will be on criticism that is genuine, but also productive 
and aimed at the creation of even better writing in the future.  Ideally, everyone will have 
the experience of having their writing read and commented on by the class at least once. 
 
Presentations:  One of your essays will be a research paper in which you will come up 
with an interesting question and then attempt to answer it.  In November I will ask 
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everyone to make a brief presentation of their research.  This will be part of your 
participation grade.   
 
Late work:  All papers must be turned in on time.  Late papers will lose one-third of the 
grade for each day they are late.  That is, a B becomes a B-, and so forth.  One or two 
rough drafts and reading responses, which are ungraded, will not hurt your grade, but 
more than two late ungraded assignments may affect your final grade adversely.   
 
Attendance:  You may miss three classes during the semester without penalty.  I make no 
distinction between unavoidable absences (like extracurricular activities) and avoidable 
absences (like sleeping in).  Missing more than three classes may hurt your final grade.  
Missing more than six classes is grounds for failing the course.  If you feel that you will 
not be able to satisfy this course requirement, you should schedule a meeting with me as 
soon as possible.   
 
On leaving the classroom:  Go to the bathroom or get a drink of water before class, if you 
think you might need to do either of these things.  While I understand that an emergency 
might force you to leave the classroom, it is distracting when people walk in and out of 
the room during class.   
 
Final grades: 
 
Essay 1 10% 
Essay 2 15% 
Essay 3 25% 
Essay 4 15% 
Essay 5 15% 
Portfolio of “microthemes” 10% 
Participation (including presentation) 10% 
 
Grading scale: Essays and the final grade are calculated on scale from A to F, including 
pluses and minuses in between.  We will discuss criteria for papers in class, but in short, a 
grade of “A” indicates excellent work, a “B” is a good grade, and “C” is not a failing 
grade.   
 
 
Schedule of Assignments  
 
(Expect some changes to this schedule over the course of the semester.  If I need to alter 
the readings, I will notify you well in advance.)   
 
W Jan 12 Introductions 
Unit One:  Examining Language Closely 
F Jan 14 Trimble 3-24 
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M Jan 17 No class (MLK) 
W Jan 19 Introduction to WP 1-10; Rodriguez, “Aria:  A Memoir of a  
   Bilingual Childhood,” WP 221-37; “microtheme” due 
F Jan 21 Trimble 25-31; Anzaldua, “How to Tame a Wild Tongue,” WP  
   299-309 
 
M Jan 24 Trimble 32-48; Essay 1 due 
Unit Two:  Cultural Studies in Everyday Life 
W Jan 26 Orwell, “Politics and the English Language,” WP 481-91; Tan  
   “Mother Tongue” WP 260-65; “microtheme” due 
F Jan 28 Trimble 49-63; Workshop 
 
M Jan 31 No class 
W Feb 2 Gates, “In the Kitchen,” WP 125-31; Hitt, “The Hidden Life of  
   SUVs,” WP 409-12; Rapping, “Daytime Inquiries,” WP 497-503;  
   Cunningham, “Why Women Smile,” WP 335-40; “microtheme”  
   due 
F Feb 4 Conferences 
 
M Feb 7 Sante, “What Secrets Tell,” WP 508-14; Orlean, “The American  
   Man at Age Ten,” WP 470-81 
W Feb 9 Staples, “Just Walk on By,” WP 254-58; Hurston, “How It Feels to 
   Be Colored Me,” WP 150-54; “microtheme” due 
F Feb 11 Trimble 64-93, 99-101; Workshop 
 
M Feb 14 Gladwell, “The Tipping Point” WP 389-96; Workshop 
W Feb 16 Fallows, “Throwing Like a Girl” WP 378-84; Workshop 
F Feb 18 Finding a topic to research; Essay 2 due  
 
Unit Three:  Researching a Topic 
 
During weeks seven through eleven of the course, you will pursue an independent 
research topic and write a paper presenting your findings.  You will write a series of 
shorter papers about your reading that will help lay the foundation for the longer final 
draft, which will be due at the end of March.  I will give you a detailed schedule of 
assignments for this project next month.   
 
Unit Four:  Making an Argument 
 
During weeks twelve through fifteen of the course, we will read essays that explicit 
attempt to persuade their readers to a particular viewpoint, and you will write two more 
essays.  In both of these essays, the emphasis will be on presenting a thesis that readers 
might disagree with, offering evidence in its support, and anticipating a reader’s potential 
objections.  The last of these papers will be due on the same day as the final in this class.   
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Department of English 
Expectations and Policies 

 
A college course is more than simply a set of assignments; it is an intellectual process, 
one which requires active engagement from beginning to end in order to achieve its 
intended results.  With this in mind, the Department of English has formulated a number 
of expectations and the policies that support them.  If you have questions about how these 
policies relate to the syllabus for a particular course, you should address them to the 
instructor. 
 
Attendance: The success of a course depends to a significant extent upon the presence of 
students alert and prepared to address the subject under discussion.  Unavoidable 
absences should be discussed with the instructor, ideally before they occur.  Excessive 
absences will result in a lowering of grade, in some cases to an F. 
 
Deadlines: Writing assignments, tests, etc., are carefully scheduled as stages toward the 
fulfilment of the course’s goals and cannot be indefinitely deferred without frustrating 
those goals.  Brief extensions for good reasons may be permissible with the instructor’s 
prior approval; otherwise, late assignments will be penalized and may result in their not 
being accepted for credit. 
 
Submission of all work:  All major assignments are integral to the goals of the course.  
Failure to complete any major assignment will result in a grade of F for the course. 
 
Intellectual honesty:  All work is assumed to be the student’s own and produced 
exclusively for the course in which it is submitted. Papers written for one course, even if 
revised, are not to be submitted in another without the instructor’s prior approval. 
Borrowing of ideas or language from other sources (including published material, other 
student papers, the internet or other electronic resources, etc.) must be carefully 
documented. Students are advised against posting their work on the internet since doing 
so may lead to suspicion of plagiarism. Students are advised to maintain drafts of their 
work to verify its originality. Cases of suspected plagiarism will be referred to the Honor 
Council, and the student if convicted will receive a grade of F in the course in addition to 
sanctions assigned by the Council. Carelessness in documenting sources, even if not 
technically plagiarism, will be penalized as the instructor deems appropriate. If you are 
uncertain about how or whether to document sources, consult your teacher. 
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English 151, Gates 
Spring 2005 
 
 
Unit Three:  Researching a Topic 
 
M Feb 21 Erikson 
W Feb 23 Trimble 105-32 
F Feb 25 Library tour; tentative topics due; over the weekend, spend time  
   considering approaches to your topic and how to narrow it 
 
M Feb 28 Using the library (exercise in class) 
W Mar 2 Evaluating sources (exercise in class) 
F Mar 4 Plagiarism; restatement of topic and list of at least four sources  
   due 
 
Spring Recess 
 
M Mar 14 Workshop (Sample research paper from the files) 
W Mar 16 Writer’s Presence; microthemes on four sources due 
F Mar 18 Getting authority over your sources (exercise in class) 
 
M Mar 21 Writer’s Presence
W Mar 23 Draft of Essay 3 due 
 
Easter Recess 
 
M Mar 28 Workshop 
W Mar 30 Workshop 
F Apr 1 Conferences (no class) 
 
M Apr 4 Workshop 
W Apr 6 Workshop 
F Apr 8 Essay 3 due 
 
M Apr 11 Research Presentations 
W Apr 13 Research Presentations 
F Apr 15 Research Presentations 
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English 151.3, Gates 
Spring 2005 
 
Final Schedule of Assignments 
 
M Apr 11 Presentations 
W Apr 13 Presentations 
F Apr 15 Presentations 
 
M Apr 18 Silko (WP 752-59); Singer (WP 759-65) 
W Apr 20 Fish (WP 643-46); King (WP 692-707) 
F Apr 22 Baldwin (WP 597-610); Wright (WP 288-95); rough draft of 

Essay 4 due, 5 pm. 
 
M Apr 25 Workshop 
W Apr 27 Nussbaum (WP 720-25); Essay 4 due, 5 pm. 
 
 
Final exam:  Monday, May 2, Essay 5 due, 5 pm. 
 
 
 
 


