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   On Feb, 3, WMC Action 
News 5 published an article 
online titled “Students pro-
pose Rhodes College to be-
come sanctuary against intim-
idation.” � e 100 word piece 
claims the Rhodes Student 
Government presented a pro-
posal to the administration 
requesting the school be estab-
lished as a sanctuary against 
“intimidation, unfair investi-
gation, and deportation.” It 
quotes the purported proposal 
as saying the administration 
ought to “refuse to comply 
with any future deportation 
or raids on campus and refuse 
to disclose information about 
students’ immigration status to 
any government agency…” It 
says the proposal was intend-
ed as “a response to President 
Trump’s executive orders re-
garding immigrants, both doc-
umented and undocumented.” 
WMC Action News 5’s News 
Director Tammy Phillips told 
us, “� e story was pitched in 
an afternoon meeting. We 
obtained the proposal and re-
quested interviews with stu-
dent leaders and school offi  -
cials. � e story ran on our 4pm 
newscast.” Rhodes declined to 
give them a comment.
   Rhodes Student Government 
has since given a statement 
clarifying misinformation re-
garding the piece: “We passed 
a resolution on Jan. 31 ask-
ing that the college continue 
to protect all personal infor-
mation about its students. A 
second resolution asked that 
the college reaffi  rm in a state-
ment its commitment to di-
versity. No other resolutions of 
this nature were presented to 
the Student Senate.” � omas 
Mitchell ‘18, the Vice Presi-

dent of Rhodes Student Gov-
ernment, explained the work 
that goes into passing an RSG 
resolution, many of which are 
drafted but never make it to 
the Senate fl oor.
   He said, “After we’ve writ-
ten them, sometimes we think 
maybe we shouldn’t do this, 
there isn’t time to do this, or 
we haven’t done enough re-
search to determine why we 
should do this in the fi rst place. 
So what I think the article may 
have been addressing was a 
draft resolution that exists only 
insofar as it was actually draft-
ed. It was never shown to the 
administration. It was never 
shown to the Senate itself.” 
Approving an RSG proposal 
is a multi-step process: calling 
new business, motioning to 
consider, moving to approve, 
seconding the approval and 
then a debate on it that can 
sometimes lead to “between 
10 and 20 amendments,” all 
of which must be approved 
by the majority of the Senate. 
Mitchell said this is “the most 
important part of this process. 
It’s where we say ‘okay I’m glad 
you wrote this but here’s what 
I would change.’ It ends only 
when we determine that we’ve 
debated all of the possible pros 
and cons of it, only then do I 
call for a vote.” � e resolution 
is sent to the Rhodes College 
President’s Staff  only after it 
has a majority senate vote and 
the President and Vice Presi-
dent sign it. If the resolution 
calls for action from the ad-
ministration, they make note 
of that and explain moving 
forward what they would like 
to see progress.
   Continuing in the interest 
of clarifying misinformation, 
we turn to the Facebook com-
ments under WMC Action 
News 5’s link to the article. 
Linda Bly writes, “you’re free 

from deportation if you’re not 
an illegal Islamic extremist. are 
you harboring extremists in 
your school? It is important to 
inform the students of the ‘cor-
rect’ information. what kind 
of role model are you for our 
youth if you tell them you will 
not obey the laws we have on 
deportation? you will be arrest-
ed on harboring criminals. you 
do know what the term illegal 
means?” � ese questions are 
seemingly aimed at the Rhodes 
College administration. We 
would like to again acknowl-
edge that neither Rhodes, nor 
RSG, has made any proposals 
in regards to this topic. How-
ever, we- Katie and Saneela- 
would like to answer some of 
her questions. No, our small 
liberal arts school is not har-
boring “extremists.” Yes, we are 
quite sure that our college-ed-
ucated school leaders know 
what the term illegal means. 
   Bly’s purported concern for 
the safety of our school is ad-
mirable but there are a few 
concepts here that we would 
like to interrogate. Usa.gov 

states that deportation is “the 
act and process of formally 
removing foreign nationals 
from one country and return-
ing them to their country of 
origin. � e United States will 
deport foreign nationals if they 
violate U.S. immigration law.” 
According to Politifact, in the 
past 15 years no deadly US ter-
rorist attack has come from a 
person from these Muslim-ma-
jority nations. So no, you are 
not free from deportation even 
if you are not an “Islamic ex-
tremist.” � e term “Islamic 
extremist” is in itself an oxy-
moron. � e word “Islam” itself 
derives from the word “peace.” 
Confl ating terrorism with the 
entire religion of Islam is not 
the way to prevent violence.
   Of course, it would not be a 
disgruntled rant about Rhodes 
College without a reference to 
our “radical Professor.” Rich-
ard Pearce wrote “... And they 
have a disgusting radical Pro-
fessor there. Look it up. Cp” 
� e professor he is most like-
ly referencing, Professor Yasir 
Qadhi, is actually a critic of 

extremist violence, and be-
lieves terrorism is directly op-
posed to Islamic values. Some 
of his speeches over the years, 
however, have been spliced 
together and made into You-
Tube videos that misconstrue 
what he originally said. He has 
been vocal about the problem-
atic nature of extremists using 
religious claims to justify vio-
lence. In fact, Qadhi received 
death threats from the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria. ISIS 
threatened to murder him and 
other Western Islamic scholars 
after they denounced them in 
the April 2016 issue of Dabiq 
Magazine. 
   Most of the other comments 
suggest that our school ought 
to be defunded, shut down, or 
torn down to put the Rhodes 
College “liberal snowfl akes” 
in their place. As always, there 
were a few comments, most-
ly memes, posted by Rhodes 
students and well-wishers that 
attempted to shine a positive 
light on Rhodes campus, and 
attempted to dispel the overall 
negativity.
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“So don’t you worry about me 
I’ll be okay
I’mma do my thing, ‘cause 
I’mma do my thing” -Miley 
Cyrus from Do My Thang

   We would all be kidding 
ourselves if we were to pre-
tend that there isn’t a certain 
set of ideals and precon-
ceived notions associated 
with college. To most, these 
ideas include a distant, uto-
pian-esque setting where we 
all grow as people, academ-
ics and thinkers. With this 
being said, it is easy to trick 
yourself. It is easy to look at 
where we are and pretend 

like our surroundings are 
exclusively filled with cre-
ative energy, active minds 
and forward thinkers. These 
same myths that potentially 
excite or motivate us for col-
lege are exactly what breeds 
our contentment; we enter, 
want to see life a certain way, 
eventually view it that way, 
convincing ourselves that 
things are precisely as they 
should be. 
   With a single reflective 
moment, it is obvious that 
college is often monoto-
nous. By the time you reach 
your 2nd or 3rd year, every-
thing stops being new. The 

material you learn suddenly 
reveals itself as the surface of 
the knowledge deep within 
your chosen area of study, 
and professors admit to you 
that, oftentimes, the only 
way to achieve a compre-
hensive grasp in one’s area 
of study is to go to graduate 
school. The shiny, new peo-
ple you met establish rela-
tionships and patterns that 
seldom vary from year 1 to 
year 4. Some people grow 
up, but most don’t until the 
reality of post-graduation 
sets in. 
   Aha! So, it must just be the 
way college is. Talk to any 

working-class adult; 9 out of 
10 will tell you they’re bored 
with their jobs, families and 
friends even if they’re not as 
blunt about it. How dim the 
future seems. 
   But alas, what about a 
shifted lens? A lens that we 
propose is creative rather 
than reductive, inventive 
rather conformist. We’re not 
saying that we do this all the 
time; if we did we would 
probably be doing cooler 
things than we are now (ex-
cept for the paper, since it’s 
hella fly, yo). However we 
do think it’s worth noting 
that approaching what we 

typically think of as obliga-
tional as opportunistic or as 
a potential creative endeavor 
can help alleviate the hum-
drum of everyday life. Next 
time you’re faced with writ-
ing a paper, instead of just 
regurgitating exactly what 
your professor muttered a 
few days earlier, try coming 
up with something that not 
even you expect. Change 
things up. 

Let’s link and build.

Le Editors

RSG Election Announcment:
On The Sou’wester Facebook page, we have posted the videos from the Town Hall. Please feel free 

to watch them so you can understand the positions and views of Thomas Mitchell ’18 and Spencer 
Beckman ’19.

We are looking forward to the election and we believe Thomas and Spencer will represent us well. 

On that note, The Sou’wester is looking for a writer for a new position:

RSG Beat Reporter
As a beat reporter, you will be responsible for keeping up with the Rhodes Student Government 

and ensuring the Rhodes community is informed. 
If interested, email rhodescnews@gmail.com
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Following 
The Way
By Antonin Scalia ’18
Columnist

   “Humbly ask God to increase your 
faith. Then, with new lights, you’ll 
see clearly the difference between 
the worlds paths and your way as an 
Apostle.” –Saint Josemaria Escriva, 
The Way (580)
   As the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. once wrote, “Faith is the first 
step.” This holds true in all aspects of 
life, particularly in the daily practices 
of Christianity. It is difficult to run 
the race prepared for the followers 
of Christ, especially in our society, 
which would so readily ridicule and 
attempt to discredit those of faith. It 
seems all the more apparent, unfor-
tunately, that ours is a society which 
would stray farther from the way we 
are called as an apostle of Christ, a 
society which has worked tirelessly to 
drive the values of Christianity from 
the public square. In order to fully 
grasp this and work to stay along the 
straight and narrow, it is imperative 
that we are strong in our faith. 
   First, so that we are given the gift of 
wisdom to discern both the world’s 
path and our apostolic path (as Saint 
Josemaria distinguishes the two). 
Discerning the two paths through 
the thicket is, unfortunately, the easy 
part in this journey toward eternal 
salvation. It is not enough to mere-
ly recognize the difference between 
what are called to do as followers of 
Christ and what the world would 
have us to, no, we must, through 
Faith, be willing to take the first 
steps down that righteous path. This 
is no simple task, for as it is writ-
ten in Matthew 7:13-14,  “Enter 
through the narrow gate. For wide is 
the gate and broad is the way that 
leads to destruction, and many enter 
through it. But small is the gate and 
narrow the way which leads to life, 
and only a few find it.” 
   It is no coincidence the gate to de-
struction is wide and broad and the 
path easy, for this is the path of the 
world, and is not the path we are 
called to follow as Christians. Going 
forward, let us pray to God in deep 
humility for an increase in our faith, 
so that we might better recognize the 
path of the Apostle and forge for-
ward bravely, spurred on by faith.  

          

By Sean Mattheisen ’18
satire Writer 

   Rhodes Student woke 
up today wondering how 
Rhodes Student was already 
so behind on homework by 
Tuesday. After some time in 
the library, in class and at 
work, and due to the rain, 
Rhodes Student decided to 
go home and nap instead 
of going to the grocery 
store. There is a scene in 
The Grand Budapest Hotel 
where M Gustave H, after 
being rescued by a young 
man he had befriended 
when they were younger, 
remarks “You see, there are 
still faint glimmers of civi-
lization left in this barbar-

ic slaughterhouse that was 
once known as humanity.” 
Rhodes Student must have 
felt a similar way upon find-
ing the pizza in the freezer.

   Rhodes Student un-
wrapped the pizza and even 
did some homework while 
the pizza was in the oven 
and, after 20 minutes of 
reading, Rhodes Student 
was able to eat a vaguely 
real meal. I sat down with 
Rhodes Student to discuss 
this outlook shattering 
event.

SW: So how did you envi-
sion this week earlier today?

RS: It wasn’t pretty. I was 

wearing shoes that were 
pretty slippery in the mud 
so I figured I’d play it safe 
and elect not to go to Kro-
ger today. When I got home 
and realized I was out of 
snackfood though, I regret-
ted it.

SW: So you didn’t initially 
notice the pizza?

RS: I didn’t look in the 
freezer. I was out of town 
for a little and my bread was 
old, so I figured anything 
I’d bought would be bad. 
But I forgot pizza is forev-
er. I opened the freezer to 
get some ice and I saw two 
Red Baron boxes just sitting 
there.

SW: Pizza is forever. What 
an uplifting story! And you 
heard it here first, on The 
Sou’wester. Back to you 
Lisa.

   At press time we explained 
to The Reporter that in 
print news there is never re-
ally a reason to say “Back to 
you,” and The Sou’wester’s 
editorial staff asked “Who is 
Lisa?” Rhodes Student has 
reportedly elected to make 
the second pizza to “mus-
ter the energy to finish my 
homework,” stating that 
Rhodes Student has not 
made much progress, but 
feels as though the second 
pizza will really help.

          

By Meaghan Pickles ’19
satire editor

   U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection officers were left 
puzzled on Thursday when 
faced with either a very dan-
gerous or very tan individual 
attempting to be processed 
at port of entry. Upon step-
ping off the plane, the man 
was described by various 
conflicting sources as both 
“a bronzed god with that 
special summer glow,” and 
“someone we need to keep 
an eye on.” 

   When questioned, the 

particular officer was so be-
fuddled that he was unable 
to immediately remember 
whether the man was travel-
ing from Croatia, Latvia or 
the Czech Republic, but in 
any case it was one of those 
dicey gray-area countries 
where you couldn’t really 
determine if someone had 
diabolical plans right off the 
bat. 

   The officer was thrown an 
additional curveball upon 
discovering that the individ-
ual had spent time in both 
Italy and Lebanon, making 
it all the more difficult to 

determine whether the man 
had simply developed a nice 
solid base tan while vaca-
tioning with his wife in Ca-
pri or if there was something 
more sinister at play. 

   “It would have been 
much easier to determine 
if there was danger afoot if 
he arrived with some sort of 
headpiece,” said the officer. 
“If he had worn a Dodgers 
baseball cap or knit bean-
ie, for example, I would 
have been immediately put 
at ease and all this trouble 
would have been avoided.” 

   The man’s racial ambi-
guity proved to be a sort 
of Catch-22 scenario, as 
it would have been disre-
spectful and terribly embar-
rassing to ask a white man 
if he was white. The officer 
attempted to glean informa-
tion by turning to customs 
paperwork, which asked 
questions about whether the 
individual had ever played 
a game of corn hole, ex-
claimed “I’m stuffed!” after 
a hearty meal, or thrown a 
birthday party for their dog. 

Immigration Official Unable to 
Determine Whether Man a Security 
Threat or Just Really Tan

Small Miracles: Rhodes Student Finds 
Frozen Pizza in Freezer, Realizes 
Everything Is Alright



Page 4 February 17, 2017Within the Gates

pdfcrowd.com

People of Rhodes (and Memphis)

Across Down

1 2

3

4

5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12

13 14

15

16

17

18

19

3
5
6
8
9
10
13
15
16
17
18
19

Football and Columnist

EiC

Prez Candidate

Ms. Rhodes

Bio Professor, also now a worm

Mr. Rhodes

Student Leaders love him

Blank on your collar

Singing Stockings

Prez 2017-?

Sitting on the stoop of Palmer

Outgoing Prez pt. 2

1
2
4
7
11
12
14

Lacrosse Player, SAA Player of the Week

Funny stories, or preserved in vinegar

C-SPAN Famous, History Professor

Lacrosse player, SAA Player of the Week

He runs this city

Z-BO

Grit and Grind

Cross Word Puzzle:
Humans of Rhodes (and Memphis)

Dr. David 
Weiman: 
Econ Prison 
Talk
By Jack Patton ’18
Staff Writer

   Not only do prisoners have to 
spend time behind bars, but also 
upon their release they face a 1/3 re-
duction in their average hourly earn-
ings on average. This goes to show 
that, although not all sentences are 
for life, the consequences typically 
are.
   Last Thursday night, Dr. David 
Weiman, Professor of Economics at 
Barnard College, spoke about how 
mass incarceration in the United 
States lessens ex-prisoners’ chanc-
es for success in the labor market.  
He explained how imprisonment of 
young people prevents their “transi-
tion into adult employment.”  Those 
who avoid prison get promoted to 
higher positions with better pay 
and hours, while ex-prisoners fall in 
and out of dead end jobs.  Going to 
prison makes young people miss a 
“pivotal labor turning point.”  As a 
result, ex-prisoners’ employment re-
cord often looks the same as it did 
earlier when they were in their late 
teens.
   Going to prison greatly reduces 
a job applicant’s chances of success 
and this is especially true for black 
men. Weiman found that firms that 
check job applicants’ criminal back-
ground are more likely to hire young 
black men, attributing this to racial 
profiling. 
   At the end of his talk, Weiman 
pointed out two ways to combat 
these issues– First, mandatory min-
imum laws – that require imprison-
ment – and sentencing guidelines 
need to be fixed so that less non-vio-
lent offenders go to prison.  Second, 
there needs to be more investment 
into prison programming, which 
has been shown to work.  Specifical-
ly, work release programs that allow 
prisoners to work during the end of 
their sentence, thereby easing pris-
oners’ transition into the labor mar-
ket need to be instated.  
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By Anu Iyer ’20
and  Sam Naids ’20
Staff WriterS

   A cerebral soup served with 
a side of simmering Seussian 
sorbet, Louis Malle’s Black 
Moon will maul your melon, 
beat up your brain and gen-
erally spruce up any evening. 
The movie opens with a shot 
of a cute badger crossing the 
road which promptly gets run 
over by the antagonist named 
Lily. Our intentionally an-
drogynously dressed heroine 
smashes through a checkpoint 
where women soldiers are 
mowed down by men in gas 
masks, and shortly after wit-
nesses female soldiers torturing 
a male soldier. She then lies in 
the grass and looks at bugs, 
and subsequently gets her car 
stuck, all to eventually run into 
a mysterious horse-rider. As if 
it were not weird enough, this 
was followed by her spotting a 

unicorn…in the FIRST ACT 
(which is devoid of any spoken 
dialogue by the way). Later our 
character finds herself trapped 
in the perversely strange farm-
house of two siblings (also 
named Lily) and their confus-
ingly omniscient, bed-ridden 
mother (who takes her nour-
ishment LITERALLY from the 
teat of Lilly). As time goes on, 
reality is further and further 
warped and distorted. We do 
not really know for sure what 
went on but there was enough 
inappropriate consumption of 
meat and dairy products to 
make these authors vegan (or 
remain vegan). 
   Now what must be under-
stood going into the film (if 
that summary didn’t give a 
clear enough indication), is 
that you’re probably not going 
to understand anything going 
on but that is okay, because 
unless you are one of the vast 
majority of characters in the 

film, you are most likely hu-
man. But then again, if you are 
one of the menagerie of poor-
ly anthropomorphized, exotic 
creatures featured in this film, 
please contact us. Be you the 
well-fed-Babe-grown-up, the 
piano-playing cat or the I shit-
you-not-talking unicorn, we 
have so many questions. First 
and foremost: why? We can see 
the heavy-handed symbolism 
of the violent divide between 
the sexes (as evident by the 
LITERAL war between men 
and women which introduces 
the movie and pervades it be-
neath the ethereal superstruc-
ture of the Old Woman and 
the country house) but the 
sheer bulk of weird and wonky, 
which constitutes the vast ma-
jority of running time, mud-
dles the message. 
   Not only did we feel bom-
barded by the multi-sensory 
overload of “talented” crea-
tures, we genuinely began to 

question the possibility of this 
film being ethically produced 
without some form of animal 
abuse or exploitation from the 
very beginning scene in which 
a badger is pancaked on the 
road by our beautiful Alice in 
Wonderland lead.  Viewing 
scenes of the Sister/Brother 
Lily pair consuming the freshly 
cut genitals of a lamb (which 
was bleeding out, but still alive 
on film), a talking pig forced 
to sit in a high-chair, and a 
fully-grown falcon trapped in 
a tiny room (decapitated soon 
after its entrapment) brought 
that evening’s tofu stir-fry 
brimming, but we managed 
to keep it down. The tipping 
point, though, had to have 
been the utterly horrifying mo-
ments of sexual confusion that 
our main character experiences 
as she 1) attempts to breastfeed 
a withering grandmother and 
then cradles the elderly wom-
an like an infant, 2) is vaginally 

penetrated by a live snake and 
3) ends the movie by breast-
feeding the aforementioned 
talking unicorn.
   For a small-scale, indepen-
dent production, we have 
to say that we were not high 
enough to watch this film. 
Although several scenes were 
followed with hearty laughter 
from the miniscule audience, 
there were a few attendees that 
maintained Stoic facades and 
a seemingly profound appre-
ciation throughout the entire 
screening. We want to thank 
the Brook’s Museum for host-
ing such an otherworldly ad-
venture (the term “movie” can-
not fully do it justice) but we 
question their intent. Come 
on guys, it must have been 
some elaborate joke. Or was 
it a warning of our impending 
fate of talking unicorns and 
friendly rats named Humphrey 
in the next four years of this 
nightmare presidency?

Black Moon Encapsulates Your Best and Worst 
Fantasies; View at Own Discretion

Photo by Sara Smith

By Ty Georgeadis ’20
Staff Writer

   If you managed to stop by 
Sweet Noshings last Saturday, 
you were probably disorient-
ed by a swell of sorority sisters 
and enthusiastic college stu-
dents picking at various jarred 
candies. Despite this seeming-
ly accidental concurrence of 
events, candy shops are still not 
the place to meet girls; instead 
the result was due to our very 
own beloved Kappa Omicron 
chapter of Alpha Omicron 
Pi– teaming up with the local 
Overton Square sugar cabin 
in order to raise money for ar-
thritis. Sweet Noshings agreed 
to donate 10% of the proceeds 
from people who said they 
were here for “AOII Goes Blue 
for Arthritis” to the Arthritis 
Foundation. 

Alpha Omicron Pi Hosts  “AOII Goes Blue for 
Athritis” at Sweet Noshings



Page 6 February 17 ,  2017Beyond the Gates

By David Morar ’19,
and Warren Socher ’19
Staff EditorS

   The culinary crusaders ven-
tured downtown again this 
week for the sake continuing 
our search for interesting eat-
eries. Bluefin Cafe, a modern 
sushi bar, was our experimental 
ground this week. This meal, 
compared to others in the past, 

was fairly simple and consisted 
only of yellowfin tuna sashimi 
along with a simple butter cake 
glazed over with caramel icing.  
While this seems underwhelm-
ing, the reality is that a sushi 
establishment needs to prove 
itself through how it develops 
flavor through simple means. 
This seems simple, yet is gen-
erally far more difficult than 
“normal” cooking because in 

many scenarios, chefs can mask 
a poorly cooked pork loin/
chicken breast with a heavy 
béchamel or a very flavorful 
gravy/sauté. In dealing with 
simplistic raw fish, you cannot 
utilize such tools.
   The tuna sashimi was pre-
pared wonderfully; it was 
flashed seared very lightly on 
the grill and covered with a thin 
layer of sesame seeds and gin-

ger. The presentation was mod-
est, but the fish was incredible. 
For that, Bluefin definitely de-
serves praise. Unfortunately, 
the complementary cake was 
horrendous. So bad, in fact, 
that I ended up having to hide 
the half of it that I didn’t eat 
under a napkin on my plate, as 
I was too embarrassed for the 
waitress to come and see that 
I hadn’t eaten the whole thing. 

This is not a proud moment of 
mine.
   Definitely go downtown and 
try Bluefin if you’re into sushi; 
you won’t be disappointed by 
the food or the atmosphere. 
You will be disappointed by 
the dessert, though.  

Review: Head Downtown for Bluefin Cafe

By Warren Socher ’19 and
Will Morrow ’19
SatirE WritErS

Dear John, 

   The nature of the incumbent chief 
executive and his promotion of false 
media and propaganda seems too ee-
rily reminiscent of the Western his-
torical tradition. Remember that fella 
who wanted to Make Germany Great 
Again? Remember how he harnessed 
ineffable amounts of thermal incandes-
cence with Soviet apologist literature? 
Well, in this spirit, your otherwise pro-

gressive journalists of the Sou’wester 
WokeTM News Collective would like 
to metaphorically set ablaze a particu-
larly hackneyed phrase uttered cease-
lessly by students attempting to learn 
the nuances of the disciplines in the 
Humanities. 
   “Society as a whole…” is personi-
fied teeth to a chalkboard to our hy-
persensitive “lib’ral” ears. Welcome to 
our first edition of “Expurgation Sta-
tion”. I even caught my most beloved 
professor inserting this cringeworthy 
locution into a syllabus. Alright, let’s 
dive into the details regarding why this 
is the most annoying word grouping 

ever uttered in an academic context: 
   First, one could simply use the word 
“society” which already implies gen-
erality without having to belabor the 
listener’s ears with four additional 
words of repetition. Secondly, that in-
cessantly outspoken frat kid who tries 
to make it a point to connect with his 
false-sense of Greek identity in your 
upper level Search class typically uses 
this phrase in response to some shit 
Plato or Europhuckidies says about the 
Grecian Polis striving, yet only makes 
feeble progress in regards to intelligent 
articulation.
   So please, spare us. Do not allow a 

phrase that is inherently supposed to 
hold substantive value and make em-
pirically backed judgements pertain-
ing to the state of our society become 
an ineffective cliché. Be courteous to 
those around you and speak with a set 
purpose as opposed to blind, general-
ized conjecture that is more times than 
not inaccurate and ill-informed. 
   Stand tall and carry a fat sack of dank 
memes. 

-Will and Warren

A Letter to Dear John
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By Ellie Johnson ’20
Staff Writer

   Last week, the football team 
underwent a heavy training 
regimen, which consisted of 
lifting, plyometrics and cardio. 
Within each of these workouts, 
the team held competition ex-
hibitions until there was a sin-
gle champion for each event. 
“For now, we are much more 
focused on building strength 
and improving speed/ability, 

whereas during the season our 
focus shifts towards maintain-
ing that strength and speed,” 
Nino Scalia ’18 said. 
   In only a matter of time, the 
team will be back out on the 
field getting ready for the start 
of next season. “A few weeks 
after spring break, we will start 
our spring training which are 
6 A.M. workouts, four days 
out of the week for the last five 
weeks of school. This consists of 
getting out in the field, getting 

our cleats back on, and getting 
our footwork back down,” El-
liott Tostrud ’18 said. 
   Both Scalia and Tostrud not-
ed the coaching staff is looking 
for accountability amongst the 
players throughout the off-sea-
son to ensure success for their 
future. “There has been a no-
ticeable change in the philoso-
phy of the staff. We are much 
more competition-focused 
than last year, something which 
I feel will pay huge dividends in 

the upcoming season. The staff 
has done a great job holding us 
accountable in these workouts, 
while also providing us with 
the opportunities to improve,” 
Scalia said.
   As for the future of the team, 
big changes are set to come. 
With many new players set 
to join the team, Tostrud is 
hoping the team can estab-
lish a strong leadership base 
for future new players. “Unity 
and teamwork are some of our 

strongest assets right how. We 
have such a small number right 
now—about 55 guys—by far 
the smallest off-season we have 
had in a long time. The coach-
es are looking to bring in about 
40 to 45 guys to build to the 
roster next season. So, build-
ing great leadership and unity 
is important right now for all 
of the players we are looking to 
get,” Tostrud said.

Football Training Begins for Next Season

By Ellie Johnson ’20
Staff Writer

    The men’s lacrosse team 
played a successful first game, 
beating Southwestern Uni-
versity 12-9. Although it was 
a strong start, the team has 
a long way to go. According 
to Ryan Fennelly ‘18, mis-
takes are always inevitable at 
the start of the season:    “We 
played with plenty of passion 
and energy but at times it felt 
like we were almost so excited 
that we forgot how to make the 
simple play.” 

   Despite the team’s errors, the 
players feel confident in their 
performance to kick off the 
season. “It was a great team 
win. There’s definitely areas 
to improve on. Teams come 
prepared for us now, due to 
our exponential growth in the 
past years and we have to come 
ready for them,” Austin Le ‘19 
said. 
   In order to prepare them-
selves for the season, the team 
has undergone a variety of 
training routines. Some players 
insist their training regimens 
are solely for developing their 

physique and attractiveness. 
“We’ve been lifting a lot of 
calves and triceps to prepare 
for this season. It’s not about 
functionality, but to look good. 
Looking good and confidence 
is the biggest key to playing 
well,” Le said.
   Unlike past years, the team 
introduced a new key tactic in 
order to efficiently determine 
what areas they need to im-
prove. “One key difference this 
year, in comparison to previ-
ous years, is the amount of film 
we have been watching. We’ve 
been filming our practices to 

allow us to see our mistakes 
first hand, giving us an oppor-
tunity to work on our weak-
nesses before our first game,” 
Fennelly said. 
   In terms of strengths, Fen-
nelly believes that the 17 first-
year players are an added ben-
efit rather than a hindrance 
to the team. “I think a key 
strength of our team right now 
is our depth. We have plenty 
of players at all positions that 
can step in and contribute. 
Even though about 40% of our 
team are freshmen, they give 
the coaches a chance to play a 

lot of people, which is a luxury 
that a lot of teams we play do 
not have,” Fennelly said. 
   Regarding their weaknesses, 
the team is looking to improve 
their performance under high 
stress situations. “Last year, I 
thought we could have won a 
few of the close games we lost, 
but froze as a team under pres-
sure. I think this is very com-
mon for a young team, but if 
we can just limit our mistakes 
and not let the moment get to 
us, we should have a successful 
season,” Fennelly said. 

Men’s Lacrosse Defeats Southwestern in First Game

Photo Courtesy of Rhodes Athletics



 Page 8 February 17, 2017The Back Page


	Page 1 WMC
	Page 2 letter
	Page 3 Nino
	Page 4 Crossword
	Page 5 Sweet
	Page 6 blue
	New Beyond the Gates - Page 7
	Page 8 Schedule



