
A-t.·t.~ 
Council Will 
Reconsider Vote 
For Change 

Mayor Henry Loeb today 
called for construction of the 
east-west expressway as 
proposed through Overton 
Park despite a new stand by 
City Council to have it 
moved. 

Councilman Jerred Blan
chard, meanwhile, reversed 
his position on the rerouting 
and asked that council mem
bers reconsider their new 
position next Tuesday. 

Council unanimously ap
proved a resolution yester
day asking the federal •gov
ernment to move the east· 
west expressway from its 
designated Overton Park 
route " if ·possible." 

Resolution 

The C o u n c i I resolution 
said: 

"It is the decision of the 
Memphis City Council that 
the expressway through Ov
erton Park be not routed 
through the park, but anoth· 
er feasible route selected. 

"If ·the route cannot be 
chanJed, it is suggested that 
the toute be mov.ed to the 
north J)lliineter of the part 
alq R~ ·Jitlrk'way," It wu 
not elear whether tbiJ WOI1Id 
e :N JaWa • 

r, Blaooh 
reconsideration tftft,~• •ll'· 

'1 voted for it yesterday. I 
w ke up this mondng and I 
ratized we hadn't hE:ard a 
word from either the state 
or the City of Memphis. I 
tried to see Tom Maxson 
(city engineer) yesterday 
but he was out aJld I didn't 
have a chance to tlt1k to him 
•before the strike took ·over 
everything. 

MORE EXPE.IIJSE 
"I called Maxson this 

morning, and he said that 
the change would require a 
lot of expense and d_elay 
and would take more treea 
out of the park than the 
present route." 

Blanchard added: 
"Maxson said people in 

the path of the expressway 
have now bought other 
homes and some of them 
would have two houses. I 
realized I had made a .mis· 
take. I want to rectify this 
and take a new look at the 
situation. It seems it is too 
late to tinker with the route 
now." 

LOEBPOSmON 
Loeb !had previously made 

clear his support for con
struction of the expressway 
as soon as possible along the 
route adopted by the Tennes
see Highway Department 
and U.S. Bureau of Publdc 
Roads. The route is along 
the transit route through the 
park, on the south side of the 
zoo. 

"My p o s it I o n s un
changed," Loeb said today, 
adding: "This is based on 
the facts that there have 
been many hearings, a lot of 
right of way has been pur
chased, there is a problem 
of where to put it that mini· 
mum damage to be done to 
the pll'l'k and, most impor
tant, the need of express· 
ways to help our traffic situ· 
ation." 

Mrs. Gwen Awsum •b, 
Coun01I member who mtro= 
duce the resolution yes r
oay;-said she' iSin favor o! 
the rerouting ~'since it is 
ossible to do it without lns,-

jng_ the · _e;icpressway." She 
added: 
~ ai: not in favor of fur
t~er e ~nsiVeaeTays-or ·ex:
tensive costs. If we COUld 
nave JUl atteriiale ~ 

.A!!mg_ the _ northern perime-
ter of the park without too 
mUch- dela{ or em::. 

(j)ense I ,wo ld JjQi)e 
P-Ie bt charge would give 
heed to this, because I have 

I 


