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Blanton Voices Doubt. 
Bv MORRIS CUNNINGHAM 

'tie t:ommerclal Appeal 
oton BurNu 

SHINGTON - U.S. Transportation 
tary William T. Coleman Jr. gave a . 
1 light Tue:sday to tentative plans for 
l9-milli0n cut·and-cover tunnel to 
Interstate 40 under· Overton Park in 

>his, but-Tennessee Gov. Ray Blan
:ill questioned the practicality of the 

tilation buildings, one at eacn end of the 
tunnel, would cost about $89.6 t!'Jllion, the 
approaches to the tunnel about $25 mil
lion, and . full cloverleaf interchanges at 
each end about $4 million, or a total of 
$119 million. 

The figures were supplied by Russell 
McFarland, a systems engineer in Cole
man's office, and were confirmed by : 

which would be ·a state expense - and ~ . ~ -
also whether the project can be kept ade- - ·
quately prained. 

The ·., governor said that after ..: ~;..;.;;..;;;. __ _, 
Wednesday's meeting in Nashville the 
.state will make a counter proposal for a 
park traverse -with eastbound -and west- . 
bound roadways side-by-side;!ather than ._ 
stacked, and witil a lesser penetration of . 1-

the soil. · 

~ 48 Pages Pri~ 15 \_; 

_ -Staff Map By Rick A le, 
Erwin Toperoff of the New York engi· 

: plans, to be presented to Tennessee· neering firm, Singstad, Kehhart, Novem
:portatio~· eommissioner Eddie Shaw ber and Hurka, which made the $132,500;. 
Dther s~te officials- in Nashville ·. study that produced the tentative plans. 

"Stacking _these Janes,", the governor -
said, "means· a penetration of 70 feet. That 
is 45 to so_Jeet below the water table. z
wouldn't say it would flood out of the 
ground, but I would say it would be the · 

· Engineers' Design:For· Overton Park Tunnel And,: Approaches --! 
.-' 1-. ' ' . ' ~' .• ... . . • .... 

esday nioming, ·tall for slurry wall . . " 
ruction and:two three-lane roadways Blanton, here for the annual Democt:atic 
ed one on top of the other in a 5,100- Governors Conference, strongly question
unnel. · .- ~ ,ed the projected $450,000 annual mainte
' tunnel1111d two lully-equipped ven~ _ nance . cost of the completed project. -..., , . r.,.. 

world's longest swimming pool. ..; 
"It couldn't be drained by : gravicy. It 

would have to be· with a pumping station . 

You'd have to have a pumping system,_ 
and pipes to pump the water through. -· · · 

"I know Memphis. I know the W{lter 
tables, and I know the soil conditions. 1 
know· something about construction work. 

I don't feel it is feasible, and I don't think 
$450,000 a year Will cover the cost of 
maiqtenance." -

., · ... - ',' 

"I want to complete this lint in Inter-· 

state 40," he ~d, but added; "I just can· 
imagine this approach being feasible, .. 
I think it will coSt more than hev 
They'lLhave to give me some . 

(~~O.Pipl) 



ay, vee. "r 1:11 iJ ••••lfl .u , 1e;so 
--------~~~~----~~ 

( (ioy~r~9r_ Sats 
·St~~(!_ :.T~ Offer 

·: · .Alltemative 
~ale and detail tu make me beliiv~ ~e·~~~ · I 
afford to maintain it and that it is even 

:' ' practical. Maintenance could run more 
than Sl million a year" under state 
estimates. . 

Blanton's reaction fs •critical btcause -
- - construction of federal aid highway 
,~·:· projects is left to the initiative of· the 
· /,t states. The Federal Highway Administra

tion, an 'agency of the U.S. Transportation 
Department, approves the state's plans 
and reimburses the federal share of the ' 
cost - 90 per cent in the case of inter· 

· state projects. · . 
The federal government is involved to 

an un'usual degree in the Overton Park 
project because federal environmental 
laws;-equir~ a-finding by ·the U.S. ~ecre~ 
· tary ·of · transporation that there is: · no 

'·.••trrudent and . feasible" alternative before · 
. a .Jede"ral aid. highway may ·be. built 
through a. public park. · • · 
~oleman called for the slurry wall, cUt·· 

jmd-co~~ tunnel study last Ap~l21 a_t the , 
I same time he rwed that, "It IS my JUd~-
' ment that there ·1s no '~Jrudent and . feasi- ' 
' ble' alterrtative;~to .• rofite· under the park." ..... ··. . ' ·.·~-. . . 

, , ·McFarland l,;'!d C~lem-.a bad ~e~ ad~ ·, 
vised of the results o(, the stl!dy, that he 

1 , had , tieen ' told it showed the slurry wall 
··;,construction method ·to be feasible in 
· Overton .Park, that the cut could be held · 
: to 80 feet in width, and that, "We can be · 

· ~ in and out of the park In one year." · 
~"-'· Colem~h's response, McFarland said, 
"¥was, "go out~nd build it." .·• ). · .·. 
" '. B~nton SJid the state's counter proPc>s· 
: al, while not yetJully defirted, .will calf for 

·,, a penetration otlooly about 20 feet which·. , , 
' be. >eaid . womd ' be. above the water .. table :' 

an'd would . minimize' drainage . probl~tns ., 
• arid e~pense.: I • ~. • ' • • /' . ' 

· He ·was· unc~rlain whether ;'the sta~s· 1 
•• 

. proposal will tall for open or covered . 
..t ro~dways ~ · if,.the latter, the i>rpject .. '· 
· ~.our. d be. a tunnel but wo. uld be closer to 1 I 
the·~ sqrfa~ · than , the ~>¢nding proposal. : ' 

--"~e want S(!m.~t}iiog- ' we. ~an maintain,'; 
. · . ttie·governQr said,.~ .. · . · · I· 

. . 1,. J~l.a_otnn s~tl the st~te also will explore''; 
t ~he tdea of the federll government'S pay- ' 

·, l~ , 'mg for Ole whole;project, rather than only 
~~:·11 90 per cen.t of it. "1\ey might be able to 1' 

·' ~. · ppy· for it un,der .~eir,..r~search and devel- · 
·,., , c)pm~nt pregram, he wd~ . 

' ~ · ; • \ • I ' l 

~.: : ;;~ · ' ., M~F~~ a~ the f~eral Hipway ~ 
~· ;r/ .. · ,, Adrtnntstr~tt~n h~~ au~nty t~ pay all of 
;_~ · .. , ,t the COS~$ . In' the· ImplementatiOn of new • 
t:· / "' -~ technology. 
. . · · The slurry wall construction method, 

;1 '';''~'' · .)commol\ in Europe but used less frequent· 
1 .. ",:/ ~· }Y in the United States, might well qualify 

• ._.' 
1 

• . J~ . ~~ -new technology, he indicated, though 
this would be a decision f~r the Federal 

' Highway Administration. The method· en· 
tails the construction of deep trenches 
which are filled with steel and cQnCrete 
and become the outside walls of the tun· 
neJ. ·, J 

. ' "· . 
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