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Overton I-40 -ecisiori 
Reportedly Is Imminent 

Federal Highway AdmiDlstrator William 
Cox' report on the proposed construction 
of Interstate 40 . through Overton Park has 
been completed and a decision f~m S.Cre
tary of Transportation Brock AdamS is im-' 
minent, an informed souree said yester
day. 

Adams was said to be ~efully consid- . 
ering Cox' recommendation, whiclt was not 
revealed, and the transportation Secretary 
even slipped secretly into Memphis Tues
day to take a first-hand look at the park, 
the source said. , 

City and area adwcates of the· express-, 
way. said last night they were not aware of 
Adams' visit, and · the 99urce said atate 
transportation officials did not even know 
of it "until after he had been and gone." 

Adams, the souree . ~4, fi~ ·to Mem· 

\ 

phis in a Federal Aviation Administration 
airplane that was parked at Memphis In
ternational Airport from 9:30 a.ni. to 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday. Airport officials could not 
be reached last night to confirm this. · 

However, a transportation source said 
Adams, accompanied by his general coun- · 
sel, indeed made the unannounced trip, · 
and actually took an unguided tour of the 
park area. 
· "I understand his purpose was to look at 

Overton Park first-hand," the source Said. 
State transportation officials have been 

aware that Cox had completed his report 
since last week, and that his recommenda
tion ·"was on the secretary's desk," the 
source said. He Said speculation was that 
Adams' decision was likely to be made late 
this week or early next week. · 

"I would say it's pretty close," the 
saurce said of Adams' choice of approving 
or disapproving the proposed 3.7-mile seg
·ment, which would cost $33 million and is 
designed as a sunken and partially covered 
roadway through the park. 

"If he's down here with his attorney, 
who is going to have to draw up the legal 
defense for whatever decision he makes, 
Uten I ·would. say the decision could go ei
ther way," the source said. 
· During his visit to Memphis Tuesday, 
Adams apparently did not notify parties 
involved in the park controversy. 

Henry Evans, the city's chief adminis
trative officer, said, "To my knowledge, 
none of us were aware. of it. I'm not aware 
of any of our people that were there with 
him." 
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