
COURSE INFORMATION 
GERMAN 201 (INTERMEDIATE GERMAN) 

Fall 1999 
  
Instructor: Sabine Schmidt      Office: 515-C Rhodes Tower 
Phone: x3763        E-mail: schmidt@rhodes.edu 
Homepage: http://schmidt.forlang.rhodes.edu/home.html 
Office Hours: M 3-4:30, W 9-10, F 9-10, and by appointment 
  
Required  
Textbook Deutsch - na klar! (second edition)   
Tape Sprechsituationen (Take a blank 60-minute tape to the Language Center for a copy)   
 
Recommended 
Zorach, C., and C. Melin. English Grammar for Students of German. Ann Arbor: Olivia and Hill, 1994 
Workbook, Lab Manual, and accompanying tape (Take a blank 90-minute tape to the LC for a copy) 
 
Course Outline 
In Deutsch - na klar! we will cover chapters 11-14 and the "Übergang" chapter. Time permitting, we will 
discuss additional materials such as fairy tales, short stories, poems, CDs, and films. Two class periods 
are taken up by tests, allowing about seven sessions for each chapter. Expect the first test in early 
October, the second one in mid-November. The exact dates depend on the pace we establish. The 
course continues to emphasize all four language skills: speaking, listening, reading, and writing. 
     The weekly conversation classes are designed to reinforce the listening and especially the speaking 
component of this course through additional exercises and group activities. We will also incorporate 
authentic materials such as episodes from Alles Gute, Deutsche Welle and SCOLA broadcasts, and 
other sources. 
     Learning a foreign language is cumulative. Each new lesson builds on the preceding ones. The 
learning process also requires constant practice. It is essential that you come to class, are prepared, 
participate, and always keep up. Regular work with the tapes and other materials will provide additional 
practice and reinforcement (Check with me for possible extra credit). A tutor is available in the 
Language Center for about two hours per week (times tba) to help with any course-related problems. 
 
Grading 
1/3 Quizzes--frequent, often unannounced (at least one per week). The lowest quiz grade can  

be dropped. There are no make-up quizzes.  
1/3 Active attendance in all classes, including the conversation classes; oral final; completion of  

written and oral assignments. All written homework may be resubmitted for a better grade.  
1/3 Two hourly tests and the non-comprehensive final. All count equally. 
 
Absences 
Please inform me beforehand about school events that force you to miss a class. Get in touch with me 
as soon as possible in case of an illness. You can call or e-mail me or have someone else do that for 
you. I may ask for proof of illness (doctor’s note) or of a school-sanctioned absence (professor’s or 
coach’s note). Three unexcused absences (in 201 and 203 combined) will bring your final grade down 
by one letter. 
     There are no early or late tests. Make sure your travel plans do not interfere with the test dates, 
particularly the dates for the final, which are: 
 
C-hour: Monday, December 13 8:30-11 
D-hour: Tuesday, December 14 8:30-11 
 



 
Practicing your German: Additional Materials 
 
The Language Center archives many video, audio, and computer resources. One hour of German TV is 
taped there daily. You can check out German feature films overnight; many of them have subtitles.  
 
The catalogue is available in the Language Center or on the LC homepage at 

http://server.forlang.rhodes.edu/LCenter/LangCtr.html 
 
 
Several interactive CD-ROMs are available for use in the Language Center: 
 
McGraw-Hill Electronic Language Tutor. Single-response exercises from the text. Manual  
available in the Language Center. 
 
MacDeutsch. Independent of the textbook, the software contains exercises appropriate for it;  
manual available in the LC. 
 
Vocabulary Builder. Interactive exercises to build up a vocabulary of 2,300 words. Independent of the 
textbook, manual available in the LC. 
 
Pronunciation Tutor. Interactive exercises, helpful with those umlauts. Many interesting details on how 
language works. Independent of the textbook, manual in LC. 
 
Telephone Talk. Practice phone skills in German, using various real-life scenarios. 
 
Wer ist Oscar Lake? Interactive detective game that practices vocabulary, pronunciation, and grammar 
skills. 
 
 
Most German newspapers, TV stations, publishers, record companies, tourist offices, government 
agencies etc. have web sites.   
 
For information and useful links specifically for students of German at Rhodes, visit  

http://schmidt.forlang.rhodes.edu/home.html 
 
Of particular interest are the daily news service GermNews and the search engine Paperball. 
GermNews offers transcripts of German radio news broadcasts. Paperball allows you to search close to 
100 German newspapers for articles on various topics.You can find links to these and other online 
media sources at  

http://schmidt.forlang.rhodes.edu/media.html 
 


