
By Matt McCulloch
Staff  Writer

� is past Friday marked the opening of the 
Clough-Hanson gallery’s exhibit titled “Memphis World 
Exhibition.”  � e collection showcases photographs of 
everyday African American culture from the 1950s and 
60s that are excerpted from the newspapers Memphis 
World, Tri-State Defender, and � e Commercial Ap-
peal.

Art professor David McCarthy called the project 
“a unique opportunity to be able to research the history 
of people where you live.”  

� e project began when a collector who had ob-
tained several historically signifi cant photographs ap-
proached his wife Marina Pacini, Chief Curator of the 
Brooks Museum.  Professor McCarthy decided to de-
vote a seminar class to researching and preparing this 
project for presentation and publication.  � ey worked 
with a team of students over the past year to transform 
newspaper clippings, photographs, and interviews into 
an art exhibit and catalogue.

Pacini called the undertaking “an opportunity for 
a large percent of the population to learn something 
they knew nothing about.”

� e photographs showcase both well-known indi-
viduals like W.C. Handy along with unknown citizens 
of mid-twentieth century Memphis.  Others include 
Parisian model Dorothea Towles and former Supreme 
Court Justice and NAACP lawyer � urgood Mar-
shall.

Each student heavily researched about fi ve photo-
graphs each.  “It’s a long process of writing and rewrit-
ing”, says Art History major Lasondria Ward.  “You 
have to go to the library every day and force yourself to 
focus—other people are going to see [your work].”

Art History student Elizabeth Welch called her 
work on the project a “great practical experience.”

Pacini hopes that the exhibit will function as a 
“corrective to what was happening in white papers” at 

the time.”  She also sees it as “an opportunity for Afri-
can Americans to revisit [their past culture].”

Some students succeeded in meeting with people 
in their photographs.  Student Rachel Touchstone met 
with the cousin of James Meredith, an important civil-
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By Tenedra Baff ord
When the Burrow Library closed 

three years ago, students did not ex-
pect it to be renovated into a center de-
signed especially for them. Now, three 
years later, the fi nal changes to the 
Burrow are being completed, and over 
winter break it will emerge as modi-
fi ed student services center.

When President Troutt learned 
that the Paul Barrett Jr. library was 
opening in summer of 2005 he estab-
lished a steering team to investigate 
what students liked about Rhodes 
College.  � e steering team, which 
included Carol Casey (the Dean of 
students) and six other members, dis-
covered that getting information was 
a diffi  culty, and that help was some-
times hard to fi nd. “Students thought 
that Rhodes was helpful,” said Dean 
Casey, “but mentioned that they did 
not always receive help.”  � e Burrow 
was designed with this information in 
mind and now the six fl oor building 
has been turned into a center where 
students will be able to receive help in one building without having to run all over 
campus to receive the information they need.

 “� e thing I am most excited about is having more access to Career Servic-
es.  Currently they are in the back of the freshman lot, someplace I do not go very 
often”, says Dan Schrader (class of 2010).  “I think they will defi nitely be helping 
more students when they move into Burrow”.  Schrader is one student who has 
stayed informed about the Burrow renovation because he is aware of how benefi -
cial the Rhodes Center for Student Opportunity will be for Rhodes students.  

� e basement fl oor of Burrow will be home to career services and interna-
tional programs.  � ere is also a reading area, lounge area, and conference room 

Renovation update

Art department showcases 
real Memphis World

Rhodes Radio turns up volume

Rhodes president 
signs Initiative

photo courtesy of Irving C. Smith

This image of Dorothy Towles is one of the 
many vivid photos in the “Memphis World 
Exhibit” running now through October 4th in 
the Clough-Hanson gallery.
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Burrow Library has been 
undergoing renovation  for 
several years and will be open 
to the college next semester.

By Rebecca Bates
Rhodes Radio, a relatively new organization on cam-

pus, has struggled since its inception in fall 2007. Several 
attempts were made within the last few years to start an 
offi  cial station, but all failed to get off  the ground. Last 
year, Jen Gaff ney, along with several students and the 
support of faculty and staff  successfully established Rho-
des Radio on campus. 

Until this summer, listeners had to stream the sta-
tion through either iTunes or Windows Media Player 
from the Rhodes Radio website (www.rhodesradio.org). 
In June the station became an offi  cial iTunes radio sta-
tion, giving Rhodes Radio the potential for the same 
listener-ship as larger, more established college stations. 
Moreover, now students and staff  on campus, as well as 
residents of neighborhoods surrounding Rhodes, can 
tune into the station’s broadcasts at 92.1 FM. 

“� e process for purchasing an FM transmitter was 
a long and tedious one; it took us just under a year to get 
it,” said General Manager Jen Gaff ney. “But I’ve already 

heard people off -campus are listening to it in their houses 
and in their cars.”

� e changes at Rhodes Radio are aimed at augment-
ing the school’s dedication to fostering a relationship with 
the surrounding city.  Gaff ney hopes this will help make 
the station a bigger part of the Rhodes vision.

“What the transmitter’s really going to do for Rho-
des is connect us more directly to the Memphis commu-
nity,” Gaff ney said.

� e next big step for the radio station is purchasing a 
subscription to the College Music Journal, which Music 
Director Scott O’Hara hopes will better legitimize the 
station.

 “A subscription to the CMJ would facilitate the en-
trance of Rhodes Radio into the college radio commu-
nity,” O’Hara said, “and would put us into a greater dia-
logue with other college radio stations.” A subscription to 
the CMJ would also help the station establish communi-

By Allyson Pellissier 
� is summer, Rhodes drew me-

dia attention as President William 
Troutt joined college and university 
presidents nationwide in signing the 
Amethyst Initiative, a project which 
seeks to foster conversation about 
the current drinking age. 

Congress has yet to pass legis-
lation that nationalizes a minimum 
drinking age directly; instead, it 
has bound the states to conformity 
by threatening a 10% reduction in 
federal highway funding on any 
state which legislates a drinking 
age of under 21, under the Na-
tional Minimum Drinking Age Act 
of 1984.  Since then, those in the 
realm of public opinion have shied 
away from openly questioning the 
deontological foundations and con-
sequential implications of such leg-

islation, preferring instead to let a 
21-year-old drinking age become a 
matter of national mindset.

In 2007, Dr. John M. Mc-
Cardell, Jr., the President Emeritus 
of Middlebury College, founded 
Choose Responsibility to act upon 
ideas he presented in his New York 
Times article “What Your Col-
lege President Didn’t Tell You” 
(09/13/2004).  Few people have ar-
gued that a drinking age of 21 has 
eliminated alcohol consumption of 
those still counting down until their 
21st birthdays.  Both supporters 
and dissenters of Choose Respon-
sibility openly acknowledge that a 
signifi cant percentage of college-age 
students (and other adults, for that 
matter) consume alcohol irrespon-
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By Thomas Cull
The announcement of McCain’s VP pick 

surprised everyone, including Sarah Palin. Palin, 
the current Governor of Alaska, was not even 
considered to be serious contender by most po-
litical pundits. Her name was all but forgotten 
among GOP frontrunners Mitt Romney, Tim 
Pawlenty, and Tom Ridge. On August 29th, Mc-
Cain shocked the pundits and named Palin as his 
VP; business as usual for a “Maverick.”

Governor Palin spent most of her early ca-
reer as mayor of a town with less than 7000 resi-
dents. After serving four terms, she was elected 
Governor of Alaska, where she pushed for 
strong social conservatism and family values. 
      While Palin holds true to many conservative 
principals, she is considered a nonconformist 
within the Republican Party for pushing ethics 
reform and a “GOP cleanup.” The governor has 
even waived on projects such as the “Bridge to 
Nowhere,” a 400 million dollar earmark project 
for a bridge to an empty island.

The reason for choosing Palin is clear: to 
pull Hillary supporters off the fence and into the 
McCain camp in order to energize the ticket. 
   The first term governor certainly doesn’t add ex-
perience or foreign policy credentials to the ticket 
(not that McCain needs any more foreign policy 
credentials). She does, however, appeal to dis-
gruntled democrats. According to some reports, 
as many as 12%-16% of Hillary supporters may 
defect to the Republican Party in November. If 

McCain can capture even a third of those voters, 
it’s a whole new race; he would effectively wipe 
away the five-point lead Obama currently holds. 
    Democrats are raising questions about Palin’s 
record as mayor, though. After she was elected in 
1996, Palin hired a lobbying firm to raise federal 
money for her town. The firm, led by the recently 
indicted Ted Stevens, raised nearly thirty million 
dollars.  Per capita federal spending in her district 
was 40 times the national average. Senator Ste-

vens was indicted on seven counts of corruption 
earlier this year as his prolific political career be-
came engulfed in disgrace.

Palin also  directed  a  controversial  527 start-
ed by, once again, the recently indicted Stevens.  
  After she was elected governor, Palin fought 
against the same earmarks and wasteful spend-
ing that she raised and accepted with Senator 
Stevens. 

Oh, and Ted Steven’s “Bridge to Nowhere” 

pork project that she viciously attacked? It turns 
out that she supported it as well and, in reality, 
actually received the money for the project for her 
state without an “earmark” allocating the funds 
to a specific use.

The emergence of these facts may tar-
nish Palin’s reputation as a whistle-blower and 
maverick. The question remains whether Hil-
larians will overlook these serious questions.  
    Besides estrogen, Palin and ex-Hillary support-

ers don’t have much in common. Palin is an avid 
pro-lifer, a lifelong member of the NRA, a strong 
supporter of drilling in ANWR, and a firm be-
liever in teaching creationism in public schools.  
      When election time rolls around, the real 
$398,000,000 question is: are women voters 
more interested in supporting a candidate es-
pousing their political views or setting historical 
precedent by electing a woman as vice-president?

By Ryan Costello
Now the speculation has ended. Political 

analysts have stopped making predictions about 
potential Vice-Presidential picks. First to choose 
was Democratic Presidential nominee Barack 
Obama as he introduced Joseph Biden as his 
running mate in Springfield, Illinois.  This end-
ed a two-month long search and vetting process, 
conducted almost entirely out of the public eye. 
But many people wonder exactly who Joe Biden 
is, if not a household name. 

Biden has been a Delaware senator since 
1973, taking office at the minimum age of 30. 
He currently is in his sixth consecutive term as a 
Senator and serves as chairman of both the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee and the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. His job on these committees 
includes working on resolutions for the Iraq 
War, drug policy, and crime prevention. He has 
had two unsuccessful campaigns for the Demo-

cratic Presidential nomination, once in 1988 as 
well as this year. Biden withdrew from this race 
after disappointing results at the Iowa caucus. If 
elected, Biden would become both the first Ro-
man Catholic Vice-President and the first Vice-
President from Delaware.

Biden offers the Obama ticket many years 
of experience in foreign policy and national 
security, considered an Obama weakness by 
critics. Obama cited Biden’s appeal to the mid-
dle-class and blue collar workers, who Hillary 
Clinton overwhelmingly won the support of in 
the Democratic primaries. Biden is known as 
a savvy debater, with an impregnable fighting 
spirit. However, his speeches usually include 
long-winded and self-absorbed phrases, and he 
is known for rambling off topic, a weakness of 
both Gore and Kerry. In 2007, Biden character-
ized Obama as a man not ready for the Presi-
dency. In addition, Biden originally supported 

the Iraq War; Obama opposed it from the be-
ginning, a sticking point for many Democratic 
supporters. 

Despite Biden’s strengths that appeal to 
conservative criticism, Obama violated his 
own campaign slogan with the Biden selection. 
Obama has run his campaign on the principle 
of change through the slogan of “change we can 
believe in”. But how can a Washington insider 
be considered a catalyst for change?

Time will only tell if this pick was wise. 
Will Obama be able to attract the Hillary Clin-
ton supporters who feel concerned that her name 
will not appear on the Democratic ticket? How 
will Obama try to gain the support of women? 
Will Obama be able to bring the Democratic 
Party together in order to claim the White 
House? Or will these voters simply transfer their 
loyalty to McCain? These questions and more 
will be answered within the next few months.  

By Daniel Jacobs
Editor-in-Chief 

 “Whoa!” you just exclaimed. “The Sou’wester 
available from an actual newspaper stand? This is 
the best thing since sliced bread!”

And it’s true, it is the best thing since sliced 
bread was invented in 1928 by Otto Frederick 
Rohwedder. 

But despite how excited we are about no lon-
ger seeing our newspaper scattered across some 
table, the metal stands represent only a small part 
of the changes we are making to The Sou’wester 
this year.  

In the past we have sometimes become 

bogged down in covering events that you could 
read about on the Rhodes website or publish-
ing anything that had real words in it just to fill 
space.  

This year, we are committed to printing sto-
ries that are relevant, significant and informative 
for the entire campus community. 

A major part of this initiative is that we are 
going to publish a total of five feature issues this 
semester, in which the news and opinion sections 
will focus on a single issue that is of importance 
to the campus. We will begin next week with an 
issue focusing on religion at Rhodes. 

Finally, you may notice some changes to The 

Sou’wester staff this year. Noelle Smith (2010) will 
be taking over the position of photography edi-
tor and Paul Yacoubian (2009) will be our new 
opinion editor. 

In addition, William Bruce, our former 
executive assistant, is taking over as news editor 
and Ralph Macdonald, our former sports editor, 
is moving to the A&E position. We are also at-
tempting to give more credit to our hard working 
writers this year. In the future, anyone who has 
“Staff Writer” underneath their byline is an of-
ficial member of The Sou’wester staff.  Thanks for 
your support and enjoy.

Obama picks Biden to please McCain

A new year for The Sou’wester

McCain seeks woman. Palin available.

“The emergence of these facts may tarnish 
Palin’s reputation as a 

whistle-blower and maverick.” 
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By Paul Yacoubian
Opinion Editor

Watching John McCain’s speech re-
minded me of a George Bush speech for 
some reason. Maybe because it was written 
by the same person.  I respond, in my own  
words.

McCain: “And after we’ve won, we’re 
going to reach out our hand to any willing 
patriot, make this government start working 
for you again, and get this country back on 
the road to prosperity and peace.” 

Yacoubian: “When many people called 
me unpatriotic and un-American for pro-
testing the Iraq war in February 2003 I did 
not falter.  Who was being more patriotic?”  
“How do you explain your 2008 voting re-
cord agreeing with President Bush 100% 
along with your call for change?”  “When 
was the last time you voted and fought for 
peace in a confl ict involving the United 
States?”

McCain: “I’ve fought the big spenders 
in both parties, who waste your money on 
things you neither need nor want, and the 
fi rst big-spending pork-barrel earmark bill 
that comes across my desk, I will veto it.” 

Yacoubian: “What do you say to those 
that criticize your running-mate for hiring 
a lobbyist for Wasilla in order to receive fed-
eral spending amounting to forty times the        
national average per capita?” 

McCain: “And when we tell you we’re 
going to change Washington and stop leav-
ing our country’s problems for some unluck-
ier generation to fi x, you can count on it.” 

Yacoubian: “What are you going to do 
about defi cit spending and tax cuts that 
carry over from your generation to my par-
ent’s generation? Estimates by the Tax Policy 
Center place an annual defi cit from your tax 
cuts alone at $570 billion.” “What are you 
going to do to balance the budget against 
that?”

McCain: “I’ve fought tobacco compa-
nies and trial lawyers” 

Yacoubian: “I thought the trial lawyers 
sued the tobacco companies. Am I wrong?”

More Questions from Yacoubian: “Why 
did you vote against Veteran’s benefi ts?” 
“Why were you absent during all fi ve sessions 
of your committee meetings on Afghanistan 
after 9/11?” “Why is a former Bush Speech-
writer writing the speech I just criticized?” 
“Can I get a real interview with you, or are 
you going to get snippy with me like you did 
reporters from Time Magazine?” “Do you 
think the media has an obligation to keep 
our politicians in check?” “If so why aren’t 
you and Sarah sitting down to answer impor-
tant questions?” “Can we rely on our media 
to ask the tough questions or is Jon Stewart 
going to have to moderate the debates?”

By Kristen Marchell
38.9 million people tuned in to see John Mc-

Cain accept his party’s nomination for president, 
according to the Nielson ratings. � is number sur-
passed Barack Obama’s 38.38 million, despite Mc-
Cain’s speech being carried on two fewer channels. 
In a campaign in which his opponent’s oratory 
skills are already legendary, McCain’s large view-
ership shows that the characterization of him as a 
fi ghter plays out well in his campaigning. While 
not as stylistically refi ned, smooth, or as riveting 
a speaker as Obama, McCain’s speech focused on 
his own narrative and traits that played well to his 
advantage. 

In a hall fi lled with the most devoted and 
loyal Republicans, McCain did not run from his 
reputation as a maverick. Even with an acknowl-
edgement that the term wasn’t always a compli-
ment, he embraced it.  He included his own party 
in his criticism of Washington, explaining that the 
GOP lost the public trust when some members fell 
to the temptation of corruption.  Along with the 
Democrats, they grew the government instead of 
reforming it, choosing power over principles. “I 
don’t work for a party. I don’t work for a special 
interest. I don’t work for myself. I work for you,” 
McCain declared. 

Still, despite a few discrepancies with the strict-
est party line, McCain’s message was classically 
Republican, stressing lower taxes; spending disci-
pline; a strong defense; the values of family, faith, 
and community; and freedom from the tyranny of 

government bureaucracy. He also emphasized the 
importance of a comprehensive energy policy con-
sisting both of immediate drilling and investment 
in alternative sources.  Also, McCain focused on 
the need to update much of government to meet 
modern needs and the global economy that can-
not be “wished away”. With this mix of criticism 
of his party and appeal to its best-loved values, Mc-
Cain hopes to reach out to independents, while 
maintaining the crucial support of the Republican 
base. From the sound of the crowd, it appears he 
was successful.

� e most powerful part of McCain’s speech, 
however, was not policy, but personal. As he re-
counted the story of his stay in the Hanoi Hil-
ton that broke him as a proud young man, as his 
weakness was demonstrated in the cruelest of ways 
and he endured true torture.  Voters were given a 
glimpse into his most formative experience, which 
gave him humility, a greater love of his country, 
and a call to service. A tale like that stands alone.  
Perhaps it is telling that McCain only felt the 
need to name his opponent 6 times in his speech. 
Obama named McCain 20 times. 

McCain’s hair is white and his shoulders are 
stiff  from his war injuries. His tone is simple and 
direct. While his speech will not receive the ac-
claim that his opponent’s did, his appearance and 
manner still portray the benefi ts of his experiences 
and his strong personality.  Overall, these attributes 
may make the diff erence when voters choose the 
next leader of the free world on November 4th.

The real McCain. 
The hero. The legend.

Questions for McCain, Palin, 
Republicans, anyone?
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that students will be able to use. � e main fl oor 
will be the ground fl oor, which will be home to 
the Admissions Offi  ce and Financial Aid.  On this 
fl oor, students will be able to use a new function 
called Rhodes Express, which will allow students, 
staff , and faculty to have the ease of one-stop shop-
ping.  � e third fl oor will only be used for student 
organizations, which will allow them to be able to 
access student workspace 24 hours.  Student De-
velopment will be housed on the fourth fl oor and 
aims at being able to answer a broader amount of 
questions to prevent students from having to run 
all over campus to get an answer.  � e fi fth fl oor 
will be home to Data Services, which will serve 

as a back offi  ce function that will deal with all of 
the paperwork, such as add/drop forms and mass 
mailings. Finally the sixth fl oor will be used for 
storage in the building.  

Burrow is scheduled to open over the winter 
break. “Personally, I am very excited about it, I 
like learning about student services because you 
can’t segment a student’s life”, added Dean Carol 
Casey.  “I think it’s good all the way around.”  All 
of the members responsible for this project hope 
that the student services center will help students 
use the facility with ease and take advantage of 
what Rhodes has to off er.  “� e Burrow is de-
signed as a student services center”, said Dean 
Casey, “the ultimate customers are the students.”
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CampusSafety
August 31 - September 6

  
08/31   
8:25 am: Student reported the theft of her purse after attending an off -campus bus party 
at Stop345.  
12:20 pm: Student reported the theft of her purse, also, after attending an off -campus 
bus party at Stop345.
10:42 pm: A discarded backpack was turned in to Campus Safety; found in the Lynx 
Lair.
11:05 pm: Alcohol violation report fi led.

09/01
3:36 am: Fire alarm in Stewart Hall, offi  cer dispatched to investigate; false alarm.

09/02
 6:45 am: Student cited for alcohol violation.
 9:42 am: Wallet turned in to Campus Safety by a groundskeeper. 
 2:21 pm: Residents contacted Campus Safety Director concerning students.
 3:00 pm: MPD dispatched to an accident call on North Parkway; no injuries involved.

09/04
8:59 pm: Fraternity houses are open tonight and through the weekend for Rush activi-
ties.

09/05
10:27 am: Fire alarm was accidentally set off  in Barret Library, offi  cers dispatched; alarm 
reset.
 2:18 pm: Ambulance dispatched to transport student to the hospital.
 6:34 pm: Report of a suspicious white male, dressed in all black, hanging around Bell-
ingrath Hall. Offi  cers dispatched to investigate this location; no one matching this de-
scription was found. Offi  cers stayed vigilant in this area.

09/06   
9:25 am: Trouble alarm, East Village B; offi  cers dispatched, located a breached pull sta-
tion; reset.
2:13 pm: Accident on University in front of Stewart involving Rhodes students, no in-
juries; MPD notifi ed.

By William Bruce
News Editor

Since 2003 anime club has been one of Rhodes College’s primary sources of insight into the world 
of Japanese animation and culture.  Although many might stereotype the club as being an excuse to 
watch anime, its members often engage in a number of diff erent activities that familiarize them with 
many diff erent aspects of the Japanese traditions.    

� e anime club has weekly meetings from 7:00pm-10:00pm every � ursday during which time 
they watch Japanese animation that generally has not been introduced to the United States, usually 
subtitled and still displaying a high level of Japanese culture.  According to Michael Pluta, a sophomore 
member, when a Japanese show is adopted by the U.S. many of the aspects that display Japanese cul-
ture are fi ltered out to have it better appeal to the American audiences.  “We basically pick fi ve shows 
we want to follow”, say Pluta.  “We just comment on the shows and actually learn a bit of Japanese 
while we do it.”  

One of the shows currently being watched is a Japanese show called Soul Eater, and like most of 
the shows it hasn’t been translated or edited to better appeal to American audiences.  “What separates 
these shows from American cartoons is the strong plot connection between episodes” says Joy Martin 
(class of 2010), a member in good standing.  “You really get attached to the characters and can’t wait 
to see what happens next.”  

In addition to simply viewing the shows and culture, many of the members try to immerse them-
selves into the Japanese culture that exists in the surrounding community and beyond.  Every other 
Friday its members participate in a diff erent activity that familiarizes them with Japanese culture in a 
diff erent way.  In the past some of these activities have included: going out to Sushi bars, singing Ka-
raoke, and going to an Asian market on.  “You can actually learn a lot of things from the anime club”, 
says Pluta.  Some people may have inadvertently become familiar with the anime club after witnessing 
some of its members sword fi ghting at the recent S.A.C.K. fair while wearing Japanese attire.  “We 
sword fought to show that we’re not just about Anime” says Pluta.  “We just try to immerse ourselves 
into the culture.”

One of the most anticipated events for the anime club members are the anime conventions that 
are held at diff erent times throughout the year.  � e conventions have showings of anime, display and 
sell Japanese paraphernalia, and host a number of other things that acquaint people with Japanese cul-
ture.  “We’ll be travelling to one in Georgia that opens on September 19th and goes through the 21st”, 
says Pluta.  “We’ll just take separate cars and spend the weekend in Atlanta.”  Last spring the club trav-
elled to a convention in Nashville Tennessee and Michael says they plan on doing it again this year.

What some members consider to be most exciting is the fact that funds have been granted to their 
cause by the allocations board with which they will be able to hold a smaller convention on the Rhodes 
College campus.  “We want to have mahjong, Video games, karaoke, and many other things” says Joy.  
“We’re not sure if it will be this semester or next semester.” 

Club expands program

Noelle Smith/The Sou’wester

Rhodes Radio looks forward to an exciting year in its new location.

cation with record labels, thus broadening its 
music library.

Once the CMJ subscription is purchased, 
all that will remain is for the station to select 
Gaff ney’s replacement as General Manager. All 
those interested should keep their eyes open in 
the near future for information pertaining to 
the application process.

But what about Gaff ney’s own vision in 
her last year for the station? 

“Eventually I would like us to become 

a real radio station that broadcasts to all of 
Memphis,” Gaff ney says. “We would need 
to get an FCC license and an antenna, and 
it would require a heavy duty commitment.” 
� is commitment is one that the Rhodes com-
munity seems ready to make. Between this and 
last year’s SACK fairs, Rhodes Radio acquired 
more than 360 signatures of interest, and now 
has over eighty offi  cial staff  members. With a 
diversity of shows and a full program schedule, 
Rhodes Radio is on the rise and hopes to be a 
permanent fi xture on the Rhodes campus.  

SUDOKU
Insert the

numbers in the 
boxes to satisfy 

only one
condition: each 

row, column, 
and 3x3 box 
must contain 
the digits 1-9
exactly once.
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sibly.  � e diff ering conclusions, then, stem 
from divergent opinions regarding causality: 
While Choose Responsibility’s critics contend 
that irresponsibility necessitates a compara-
tively high drinking age (using other nations’ 
drinking ages as points in reference); the orga-
nization argues that the current drinking age 
actually encourages risky drinking behavior.

As a byproduct of Choose Responsibility, 
McCardell has launched the Amethyst Ini-
tiative, a development which seeks to foster 
candid discussion about the unintended con-
sequences of the National Minimum Drinking 
Age Act.  Only a few months after its incep-
tion, 129 college and university presidents 
have already signed the Initiative, including 
Rhodes’ President William Troutt. 

 “I was motivated to sign the initiative 
because I believe it is a serious issue that calls 
for honest conversation and collaborative 
solutions,” explained President Troutt.  “Be-
cause dialogue is a hallmark of the residential 
liberal arts college, one of our most impor-
tant responsibilities is to provide a safe venue 
where discussion can occur.”

Already, several groups have lambasted 
the Initiative as a shameless endeavor to re-
peal current drinking age policies, despite the 
Initiative’s attempt to remain policy-neutral 
in its formal rendering.  

According to its own website, “� e state-
ment as fi nally drafted does not, by design, 
prescribe a particular policy change. It does, 
however, state clearly the signatories’ belief 
that […] it is time for a serious debate among 
our elected representatives about whether cur-
rent public policies are in line with current re-
alities.”  

Prominent members of MADD have so 
far proven the most outspoken critics, arguing 
that the current drinking age has signifi cantly 
reduced the number of drunk-driving fatali-
ties; they claim that the Initiative unnecessar-
ily questions lessons we already should have 
learned.  

McCardell has retorted, “Hold your fi re 
about drunken driving. I am a charter mem-
ber of Presidents Against Drunk Driving. 
� is has nothing to do with drunken driving. 
If it did, we’d raise the driving age to 21.”  

In rebuttal, the Initiative cites confl icting 
maturity implications, risky alcohol behavior 
(e.g. underground binge drinking), and the 
“eroding respect for the law” via fake IDs as 
unintended –and often unmentioned—con-
sequences of current policy.  

Furthermore, Choose Responsibility 
adds that underage citizens often fail to ob-
tain medical assistance for excessive drinking 
out of fear of legal penalties.

“I had a very good conversation with the 
Tennessee head of M.A.D.D.,” says President 
Troutt.  “We actually share many of the same 
concerns, but they want to be certain that the 
solution is not a return of the drinking age 
of 18.” 

 “A lower drinking age would alter life 
on campus, but I believe many issues we cur-
rently face would remain.”  Marianne Luther, 
Director of Residence Life at Rhodes com-
mented.  “It wouldn’t change how we look out 
for students’ health and safety.”

To learn more about the Initiative, visit 
its website at http://www.amethystinitiative.
org.
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CampusSafety
August 31 - September 6

  
08/31   
8:25 am: Student reported the theft of her purse after attending an off -campus bus party 
at Stop345.  
12:20 pm: Student reported the theft of her purse, also, after attending an off -campus 
bus party at Stop345.
10:42 pm: A discarded backpack was turned in to Campus Safety; found in the Lynx 
Lair.
11:05 pm: Alcohol violation report fi led.

09/01
3:36 am: Fire alarm in Stewart Hall, offi  cer dispatched to investigate; false alarm.

09/02
 6:45 am: Student cited for alcohol violation.
 9:42 am: Wallet turned in to Campus Safety by a groundskeeper. 
 2:21 pm: Residents contacted Campus Safety Director concerning students.
 3:00 pm: MPD dispatched to an accident call on North Parkway; no injuries involved.

09/04
8:59 pm: Fraternity houses are open tonight and through the weekend for Rush activi-
ties.

09/05
10:27 am: Fire alarm was accidentally set off  in Barret Library, offi  cers dispatched; alarm 
reset.
 2:18 pm: Ambulance dispatched to transport student to the hospital.
 6:34 pm: Report of a suspicious white male, dressed in all black, hanging around Bell-
ingrath Hall. Offi  cers dispatched to investigate this location; no one matching this de-
scription was found. Offi  cers stayed vigilant in this area.

09/06   
9:25 am: Trouble alarm, East Village B; offi  cers dispatched, located a breached pull sta-
tion; reset.
2:13 pm: Accident on University in front of Stewart involving Rhodes students, no in-
juries; MPD notifi ed.

rights fi gure.
Pacini admitted, “My only regret was 

that I wish I had another year to get more in-
terviews.”

McCarthy enjoyed that “students can 
walk away” from this  “feeling like they’ve 
done a good job.”

� ese vignettes of African American cul-
ture will be on display in the Clough-Hanson 
gallery until October 4th.  At that time, it 
will move to the Brooks Museum, where an-
other 60 photographs are already on display, 
until January 9th.  � e exhibition catalogue, 
titled Photographs from the ‘Memphis World’, 
can be purchased in Rhodes Bookstore and at 
the Brooks Museum.

This image, entitled 
“Lucky Sharp,” is one 
of the photos on ex-
hibit in the Clough-
Hansard gallery. The 
collection show-
cases photographs 
of everyday African 
American culture 
from the 1950s and 
60s that are excerpt-
ed from the newspa-
pers Memphis World, 
Tri-State Defender, 
and The Commercial 
Appeal.

photo courtesy of R. Earl Williams

Amethyst, continued from Page 1
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NATIVE FRENCH SPEAKER 
(without accent) can earn $11/hour 
for conversations in French during 
rapid walks with UM professor.  
Two hours daily, 6-7 days/wk.  Pre-
vious studies in literature or philoso-
phy desirable.  Leave message with 
Dr. Lomax at 458-9125 or herrhd@
yahoo.com.

Looking for a fun, flexible job this 
fall? Elmwood Cemetery needs 
youth education tour guides Mon-
day-Friday mornings September-
November. We will work with your 
schedule.$10 per hour. Call Linley 
774-3212 or email linley@elmwood-
cemetery.org

Are you looking for some part-time 
work after classes?  We are in need 
of a motivated individual to work in 
the afternoon as an optical assistant.  
Contact lens experience is helpful 
but not necessary.  Please email to 
the attention of Angela, insurance@
drcarlflinn.com

Job Classifieds

By William Bruce
News Editor

Conveniently located on Poplar Av-
enue Corky’s offers quality Memphis-style 
barbecue that transcends its “tourist trap” 
label earned over the years.  Though it ap-
pears small at first glance, the quality of 
the barbeque and atmosphere surpasses 
that of many of the larger chains in several 
different ways.

When entering the restaurant one 
juggles between the pleasing aroma of the 
food and the collection of photographs that 
catalogue the many celebrities that have 
stopped by over the years.  Many would be 
surprised that Jack Nicholson and Kathy 
Bates stopped by to savor some ribs.

The customer service is also spectac-
ular, combined with a 50’s environment 
which provides an engaging atmosphere 
that keeps the customer entertained, 
whether they are alone or with a group of 
friends.  Once seated the waiter insisted 

that the dry ribs were fantastic and said 
she would happily bring something else 
out if we weren’t satisfied.

The food exceeds expectations; the 
ribs are especially tender and display the 
level of personal attention the chefs pay to 
each order.  I was interested but not sur-
prised to learn from our waiter that the 
ribs take seven hours to cook and then are 
handled by hand to select the best portions 
to serve.  The sauce deviates from a typical 
Memphis BBQ sauce since it is a little less 
sweet, but it doesn’t compromise quality of 
the f lavor in any way.  The price of a meal 
varies from $10 to approximately $30. 

All things considered I give Corky’s 
BBQ a 4 out of 5.  The only negative 
criticism is that because of its small size 
combined with its popularity; quite a few 
customers are often waiting for a table.  In 
addition, the parking lot is very small and 
it’s not uncommon to not find a parking 
spot nearby.      

Adam Teer
Former A&E Editor

If you have been in Memphis for more than a 
year and you have not heard of Bar-B-Que Shop, 
then you are probably living under a rock.  Bar-
B-Que Shop is one of the most popular barbeque 
lunch stops in town.  It is located on Madison, less 
than a block west of McLean, making it the closest 
to campus of any of the other reviewed restaurants.  
Parking is kind of a pain to find however.

The shop has a very homey feeling and seems 
much bigger than it really is.  It seems like a picnic 
that happened to be moved inside.  Besides the 
familiar feelings of home, Bar-B-Que Shop has a 
very courteous staff that will bend over backwards 
to get you what you want. 

For being one of the most popular BBQ res-
taurants in Memphis, Bar-B-Que Shop’s pork sand-
wich is mediocre.  The meat is cooked well, but not 
to perfection. The place the sandwich goes wrong is 
also the most important part: the sauce. BBQ Shop 
touts its Dancing Pigs Bar-B-Que Sauce as some of 
the best in the state and sells it at Piggly Wiggly and 
Kroger.  After several bites of the sandwich, I just 
started noticing the flavor of the sauce.  I ended up 
having to spray about three quarter-sized blobs of 
sauce on one bite of the sandwich to really taste the 
flavor, which is not that phenomenal to begin with.  
It lacks a full-bodied flavor like Central or Cozy 
Corner has.  It had zero kick and was not very sweet 
at all.  It tasted like a watered down Kraft BBQ 
sauce.  To me there is no point in eating a pulled 
pork BBQ sandwich if you cannot taste the sauce.  
The sauce should make the sandwich, and at Bar-
B-Que Shop, it does not. This was my second visit 
to the Bar-B-Que Shop and my conclusion on the 
sauce is the same as it was last time.  

The rest of the food is about at the same level. 
The coleslaw was good and the beans were just aver-
age.  One upside to the restaurant is the range of 
options for both barbeque and beer.  The side op-
tions are a little more limited than I wanted them 
to be however.  

As stated earlier, the environment and staff are 
the two biggest pluses.  The price is not too bad ei-
ther. The price for the regular BBQ pork sandwich, 
coleslaw, and beans totaled just under eight dollars. 
The regular size sandwich was not quite enough for 
me, but I am a heavy eater.  If coupled with some 
sides, the regular should be just right for most pa-
trons.

In summary, Bar-B-Que Shop is an okay place 
to grab lunch near school.  The most important part 
of any BBQ, the sauce, is definitely lacking in qual-
ity at Bar-B-Que Shop. I would personally take my 
money to Interstate or Central.  Also, fun fact: Bar-
B-Que Shop is closed on Sundays.  

Corky’s wins our hearts

By Ralph MacDonald
A&E Editor 

The riddle around Central is which came first: the tie-dye uniforms or the employee’s 
beards and laid back demeanor?  Either way, the Central kitchen is a very pleasant place to 
sample psychedelic drugs and simply watch the employees scurry about.  And they usually do 
scurry, on account of the fact that Central serves some of the best barbeque in town and cos-

tumers often line up out the door in order to 
get their fix.  

The Central setup is very homey, with 
Memphis paraphernalia all over the walls, a 
wooden porch for outside dining, and walls 
made of brick and wood.  The barbeque is 
cooked in a wood-fueled oven.  The wood 
stove makes for fantastic tasting pork and the 
sauce could even make Tops barbeque taste 
good.  Nice atmosphere, plenty of company, 
and great food make Central my favorite 
barbeque place that I have sampled on or off 
of the Sou’wester’s expense account.

Central Barbeque

Bar-B-Que Shop: local but is it tasty?

Tops BBQ
By Ralph MacDonald

A&E Editor
As with any good Memphis barbeque 

joint, Tops BBQ has its mandatory pic-
ture of Elvis.  The picture is on a wood-
paneled wall that along with a blue-collar 
clientele gives Tops the feel of a country 
barbeque shop in the middle of Mem-
phis.  Furthering the rural qualities of the 
restaurant is a kitchen that almost com-
pletely visible from the ordering counter.  
The open kitchen means that a customer 
is immediately greeted by the smell of 
burning pig f lesh.  As for the food, the 
barbeque is hastily prepared, meat and 
sauce is slammed between two buns and 
held together with a toothpick.  I person-
ally felt that my sandwich was light on 
the sauce, although frankly it is possible 
that it was just unequally distributed in 
the frenzy that was its preparation.  The 
pork was pretty dry, but fairly good, and 
at the price of two sandwiches for five 
dollars I could hardly complain.

Noelle Smith/The Sou’wester

The BBQ shop is located at 1782 
Madison Ave. 

By Daniel Jacobs
Editor-in-Chief

The Memphis barbeque reviews reveal that 
the Neely family runs the ultimate bbq cartel in 
the most hallowed of American bbq cities.  Four 
bbq establishments bear the Neely family name; 
but Neely’s Interstate and just plain Neely’s are 
owned by two different members of the family.

The self-titled “Neely’s,” located in the “tween-
town” area near the UT medical school, is man-
aged by the most prominent member of the Neely 
family, Pat Neely, along with his wife, Gina. Pat 
and Gina have a show on the food channel that 
showcases their cooking and their family.

But even if he is a celebrity, his restaurant 
serves some fine barbeque. The thing I hate in bbq 
is the thinly sliced, over-sauced pork that seems so 
standard at most restaurants. But Neely’s serves a 
pulled pork sandwich that has juicy, thumb-sized 
cuts of meat that make you wonder what you were 
doing at those other restaurants in the first place.   

Neely’s features more of a nice sit-down din-
ner feel than many bbq restaurants. Their menu 
has an assortment of options for those who are 
looking for more than just pulled pork.

Neely’s devotion to dining finer than your av-
erage bbq joint is reflected in its atmosphere.  The 
large dining area has the dark, slightly creepy feel 
that is standard in most bourgeois restaurants.  As 
with any fancy restaurant, the service is a little slow 
and this problem was compounded for us by the 
Sunday after-church crowd.

Large portions should never be complained 
about in a Memphis bbq establishment, so I will merely mention for the record the gargantuan size of my 
regular sandwich and how it overfloweth with sauce.

My sandwich overfloweth

Noelle Smith/The Sou’wester

The Neelys are the most prominent 
family in Memphis BBQ with a total 
of four different restaurants (under 
two set of owners) bearing that 
name. 
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Memphis BBQ Round-up

Neely’s BBQ: 8.5 
The panel says: Tender, good sauce, and a 
little smoky.
Price: A large pulled pork sandwich for 
$5.49.
Located at: 670 Jefferson
Phone: 901-521-9798

Central BBQ: 6.5
The panel says: This sandwich was as smoky 
and satisfying as sex with Lindsay Lohan.
Price:  A large pulled pork sandwich for 
$5.50.
Located at: 2249 Central Avenue
Phone: 901-272-9377

The BBQ Shop: 4
The panel says: This sandwich is the “Yugo 
of BBQ”
Price: A large pork sandwich for  $5.19.
Located at:  1782 Madison Ave.
Phone: 901-272-1277

The Pig on Beale: 3.5
The panel says: A fatty sandwich with store 
bought sauce that caught a better rating than 
it deserved only because it came after Top’s 
BBQ. 
Price: A regular pork sandwich for $5.25. 
Located at:  167 Beale Street
Phone: 901-529-1544

Top’s BBQ: 1.5
The panel says: Campus Safety Officer Robert 
Smith compared this sandwich to a “wrecked 
Pinto.”
Price:: $2.60 for a regular sandwich.
Located at: 1286 Union Ave.
Phone: 901-725-7527

Cozy Corner: 1
The panel says: Chef Alan Kimbel, with 12 years 
experience catering to NASCAR events, the Ken-
tucky Derby, PGA tour, hotel restaurants and 
Rhodes students wrote a one word review of this 
sandwich: “horrible.” This sandwich does to bar-
beque what Tyler Perry does to comedy. 
Price: A spicy sliced pork sandwich is $4.95.
Located at: 745 N. Parkway
Phone: 901-527-9158

A hastily assembled crew of 6 men took place 
in the first annual Rhodes College BBQ chal-
lenge.  The sandwiches were picked up at various 
times, which we are obligated to confess might 
have skewed the results ever-so-slightly.  It should 
be noted that Cozy Corner, the consensus choice 
for “most ungodly thing to touch to one’s tongue,” 
was probably the least fresh of the sandwiches.  The 
judges were:
Robert Phelps—a self-proclaimed master taste-

tester.
David Pardhim—An avid BBQ eater, David 
Pardhim also doubles as the Assistant Director of 
Campus Safety.
Allan Kimble—Associate Location Member at the 
Lynx Lair.
Robert Smith—A Campus Safety Officer.
Ralph MacDonald—Current Sports Editor, future 
Arts and Entertainment Editor, Ralph claims to be 
a direct descendent of Elvis.

Cozy Corner dishes it out 
By Daniel Jacobs
Editor-in-Chief

As soon as you walk into Cozy Corner 
it’s obvious that this is a restaurant with a little 
bit of character. Maybe it’s the sign on the wall 
that says “No Illegal Smoking,” or the blue 
and red florescent lights on the ceiling or, most 
importantly, the spicy, smoky and tangy smell 
wafting from the kitchen, but Cozy Corner is 
definitely miles away from some typical chain 
BBQ restaurant.

And don’t worry, Cozy Corner backs up 
that smell with the most unique and delicious 
BBQ I’ve tasted. They use a special bbq sauce 
with a very strong herbal, almost cinnamon-
like taste, and a heat that creeps up on you until 
suddenly the idea of another glass of sweet tea 
is sounding very appealing.

But the sauce really isn’t the point of go-
ing to Cozy Corner, it’s the meat. They use just 
enough sauce to accentuate the meat, but not so 
much that it overpowers their juicy ribs or the 
thick slices of pork they lay onto their sandwiches 
(which, interestingly, come on a hoagie style bun 
instead of a regular hamburger style.)

True, some of the sides at Cozy Corner are 
a little lacking. The BBQ spaghetti and BBQ 
corn are lackluster, and while the BBQ bologna 
sounds interesting, you’ll be wasting a trip if you 
order that instead of a BBQ pork or smoked sau-
sage sandwich.

Not that the trip is really that far. Cozy 
Corner (located at 745 N. Parkway) is a straight 
shot down North Parkway if you are headed 
towards the city. The hours are only from 10-5 
on Tuesday-Saturday, but the music is good, the 
atmosphere is unique and it is some of the best 
BBQ you will ever taste. 

Finally, you may have noticed the low rank-
ing that Cozy Corner recieved in the taste test. I 
would advise that you just follow the advice of 
Memphis Mayor King Willie Herenton, whose 
picture is featured behind the counter at Cozy 
Corner, and “shake the haters off.” Cozy Corner 
BBQ isn’t something you should miss out on. 

By Adam Teer
A&E Editor

Most people have not hear of Neely’s Inter-
state BBQ.  Even though it is owned by the same 
guy who owns Neely’s, it is a completely differ-
ent restaurant with a completely different sauce.  
It is about a 20 minute drive south on Danny 
Thomas to get there but the food is definitely 
worth it.  The sauce rivals that of Central and the 
price can’t be beat.  The must-have item to order 
when you visit is the pork shoulder sandwich.  
The meat is pretty chopped up but the flavor of it 
is still amazing, especially when it is coupled with 
Interstate’s magical sauce.  It is very smooth with 
just enough of a kick.  The flavor is evident upon 
first bite, unlike Bar-B-Que Shop’s.  The large 
sandwich, which was pretty big, was topped with 
some slaw for a good cool counter to the slight 
tang of the sauce.  The large shoulder sandwich 
runs a little over five dollars. 

 Interstate offers a good selection of sides 
that also come in 4 different sizes each, so you 
can get exactly how much you want.  I had to 
try the baked beans and the potato salad.  Both 
were phenomenal.  The beans had a large help-

ing of brown sugar with some bacon bits as well, 
culminating in a very down-home taste that is 
lip-smacking good.  The potato salad was better 
than Central’s hands down, which is a feat in it-
self.  I ordered the large shoulder sandwich, a four 
ounce baked beans, and a six ounce potato salad 
for under eight dollars.  I left very full for the 
same money I spent at Bar-B-Que Shop which 
did not exactly fill the stomach.  

The restaurant has a very large dine-in area 
as well as a big take out counter.  The environ-
ment is much like the diner feeling of Cozy Cor-
ner, except it is about 10 times the size.  Interstate 
has a loyal, regular customer base that come by 
to grab some of the best BBQ in town and watch 
Monday Night Football.  All of the employees 
were incredibly courteous and helpful.  The only 
downside to Interstate is its location.  It is a little 
far to just hop over to for lunch.  I would defi-
nitely recommend planning ahead to go out of 
your way to visit my new favorite BBQ restau-
rant in Memphis.  Also, be careful not to confuse 
Interstate with Neely’s.  Interstate is located on 
2265 S. Third St. 

Interstate BBQ: worth it

By Ralph MacDonald
Sports Editor

The Pig on Beale is a throwback in style 
to the 1950’s and 60’s.  The bar has classic red 
swiveling stools, and the floor is colored with 
a red and gray checker pattern.  All along the 
right wall are pictures with classic movies, 
starring Elvis (naturally), Mamie Van Do-
ren, and Marilyn Monroe.  The left side is a 
little more risqué, and features Hell’s Angels 
tributes The Wild Angels and The Born Los-
ers, along with a very suggestive poster for a 
Frank Sinatra movie.  There is a small stage 
for nighttime entertainment and a small sou-

venir booth for t-shirt sales.  
The barbeque was fairly expensive, cost-

ing about fifteen dollars for two sandwiches 
without any sides and water.  Of course, you 
are probably paying for the location as much 
as anything else.  As for the quality of the 
food, the sandwiches were thick and were 
topped with an above average, tangy sauce.  
The only quarrel I could pick with the sand-
wiches was one particular bite where I ended 
up with a mouth full of fat and not much 
else.  But that was the exception and not the 
rule, and on the whole the food was pretty 
excellent. 

The 50’s wannabe on Beale

Noelle Smith/The Sou’wester

Cozy Corner, and this 1970’s era car 
which is typically parked outside, is 
located at 745 N. Parkway. 
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by Peter Zanca
Staff Writer

Hoping to build upon last season’s 6-4 campaign, the 2008 
Rhodes football team will look to continue its winning ways this 
year.  Returning nine starters on the defensive side of the ball, the 
Lynx will rely on a strong defense that has become the team’s call-
ing card over the past two years.  Expect the team’s offense to con-
tinue to develop over the course of the season, as four veterans will 
team with seven new starters.  Led by Head Coach Joe White in his 
twelfth season at Rhodes, the team was voted by league coaches to 
finish fourth in the SCAC as it did last season with a 4-3 conference 
record.  In order to move up in conference standings, the Lynx will 
likely have to defeat any combination of Millsaps, Trinity, or Dep-
auw, while continuing to handle the rest of the SCAC as it has over 
the past two seasons.

Leading the way for the Lynx this season is 2007 team MVP and 
SCAC co-Defensive Player of the Year Desmond Hendricks.  Hen-
dricks headlines a defense that allowed less than 100 yards per game 
on the ground and ranked third in the conference in total defense 
last year.  An All-SCAC selection and two-time Player of the Week, 
Hendricks led the league in sacks with 10.5 and tackles-for-loss with 
nineteen.  Teaming with him at the linebacker position is fellow 
senior Mason Mosby.  Mosby finished second in the SCAC in total 
tackles last season with 106.

The defensive line and secondary return a great deal of experience 
as well.  Seniors Marc Mattioli, Jonathon Holt and David Mooney 
anchor what will likely be one of the deepest and most experienced 

frontlines in the conference.  Senior Tom Oliver and junior Brandon 
Valentine return at cornerback as two of the top pass defenders in 
the league.  Senior free safety Chip Hilley also returns this year after 
racking up 54 tackles and two interceptions last season.

On the offensive side, the Lynx can count on a deep, experienced 
ground attack as three strong running backs return.  Leading the 
way will be senior Charles Hoggard who led the team and finished 
seventh in the SCAC with 647 rushing yards last season.  Alongside 
Hoggard will be junior Josh McMurray and sophomore Matt Gil-
bert.  McMurray and Gilbert totaled 285 and 109 yards, respectively 
last season.  Also in the backfield for the Lynx will be quarterback 
Matt Ungashick.  After injuries thrust him into the starting position 
as freshman, Ungashick will undoubtedly benefit from the experi-
ence here in his sophomore campaign.

Interesting to watch will be the situations on the offensive line 
and the receiving corps as both areas lost several players to gradu-
ation.  Seniors Bobby Martin and Brad Muller are proven targets, 
while several juniors and sophomores will surely step in to booster 
the receiver position.  Sophomore lineman Joey Hollenbeck returns 
as seniors Joe Crone, Nick Margello, and Will Boehm look to pro-
vide leadership on a young offensive line.

The Lynx open up their season on the road this Saturday at Lou-
isiana College in Pineville, LA.  They will return September 20th to 
begin conference play in their home-opener against Birmingham-
Southern.  Other home games this season include Millsaps on Par-
ents’ Weekend, Washington University for Homecoming, as well as 
Colorado College and Centre.

By Zachary Walker
Usually, predicting the Super Bowl cham-

pion before the start of the season would be a 
legendary feat — the kind of thing you could 
brag to you’re friends about for years. This sea-
son seems different. On paper, at least, picking 
the Cowboys to win it all is about as hard as 
picking Phelps to win a gold medal.

That’s right. Like it or not, alleged stripper-
beater Adam (formerly “Pac-man”) Jones will be 
hoisting a big, shiny trophy above his head at 
the season’s end. That is, as long as he gobbles up 
punt return yards and errant passes rather than 
arrests and accusations. He did a lot of both in 
2006.

But if Jones can stay away from strip clubs, 
the Cowboys have added another dangerous 
weapon to their arsenal. If anyone can remem-
ber, prior to his suspension, Jones was a Hester-
esque punt returner. In fact, in 2006 he and 
Devin Hester tied for the league lead in punt 
return touchdowns.

In other words, the rich probably just got 
richer. And by rich, we’re talking filthy, Don-
ald Trump, golden toilet rich. Last season Dal-
las had 13 pro bowl selections. Not even the 
Yankees can compete with that caliber of star 
power. That’s five more pro bowlers than the Pa-
triots, the next closest team, and three or four 

times more than almost everyone else. 
Most of their pro-bowlers are on the of-

fensive side of the ball, and, in 2007, it showed. 
The Cowboy’s offense put up an average of over 
28 points per game, second only to the Patriots. 
The gaudy offensive numbers were largely the 
result of Tony Romo and Terrell Owens, maybe 
the best quarterback receiver combo in football. 
There’s really no reason to think that these two 
won’t be playing similarly fruitful games of 
catch every Sunday this season.

Then, when teams do decide to focus on 
Owens and put two men on him, Romo has 
the option of dumping the ball off to trusty 
tight end, Jason Witten. He racked up over a 
thousand yards last season, the second highest 
amount for any tight end. Of course, when T.O. 
is doubled, Romo also has the option of com-
pletely abandoning reason, and lobbing it up to 
him anyway. He’ll come down with it.

The Cowboys’ passing game might be even 
better thanks to a change in their running game. 
Last season, Marion Barber was forced to split 
carries with Julius Jones.  Jones would struggle 
through one series, and then, in the next, Barber 
would run less like a man and more like a rabid 
Grizzly bear stuffed into pads. 

But, Julius Jones and his 3.6 yards per carry 
are gone, and now Barber, who averaged over a 

yard more than Jones per carry, will be the fea-
ture back. With at least another hundred car-
ries, Barber will emerge as an elite back this year. 
Defenses won’t be able to focus as much of their 
efforts on stopping the pass. 

With this juggernaut of an offense, all the 
Dallas defense needs to do is hold their oppo-
nents under 30. They’ve got a couple of pro-
bowlers — DeMarcus Ware and Roy Williams 
— and a very strong secondary that just added 
Adam Jones.  They also added former pro-bowl 
linebacker Zach Thomas from the Dolphins.  
The Dallas defense should be more than ad-
equate for the job.

But, the season isn’t decided on paper, and it 
surely won’t be quite so simple for the Cowboys. 
There is, at least, one major question mark: can 
they win in the playoffs? They haven’t done so 
since 1996.

Then again, they are just too stacked this 
year not to take home the trophy. 

They’ll win 13 games in the regular season, 
and cruise through one of the toughest divi-
sions in the league. They’ll finally perform in 
the playoffs, and meet the Patriot’s in the super 
bowl, where a more mature Romo will dissect 
an aging secondary.

*Editor’s note, this article was turned in be-
fore the destruction of Tom Brady’s knee

By Ralph McDonald
Sports Editor

George Steinbrenner thanked God 
that he was senile when Yankee superstars 
Derek Jeter, Jason Giambi, and Johnny 
Damon confessed that they wore black-
lace thongs when attempting to break 
out of a slump.  George was unavailable 
for official comment, as the Yankees dim 
play-off chances have confined him to his 
couch for most of the day, where he sits 
in his underwear and mutters the words 
to “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” in no 
particular order.  His son, Hank, was also 
unavailable as he was in the streets of New 
York attempting to pick fights with people 
who looked and thought differently than 
he did.

The “Madden Curse” was temporarily 
circumvented by putting the retired Brett 
Favre on the cover.  It is an ominous sign 
for the Jets, who now have a 38 year old 
QB who has been relaxing the vast majori-
ty of the off-season, had two mediocre sea-
sons before somehow finding the fountain 
of youth last year, and now has the most 
certain active hex in sports not involving 
a goat hanging over his head.  In a related 
note, the Packers find themselves with a 
hefty surplus of bronze, left over from the 
statue that they will no longer build in 
Favre’s honor.

The state of Texas became consider-
ably more dangerous with the addition 
of guard Ron Artest to the Rockets and 
cornerback Adam “Pac-man” Jones to the 
Dallas Cowboys.  Both players are quite 
possibly the most notorious thugs in their 
respective sports, and perhaps the general 
managers of both teams are counting on 
Texas’s hair-lever electric chair policy to 
keep the two in line. 

Mark Spitz sulked to anyone who 
would listen (nobody) as Michael Phelps 
broke his Olympic record with eight Gold 
Medals.

America won the medal count, China 
kept the most gold at home.  Meanwhile, 
during the games, China’s secrecy and 
censorship teamed with Russia’s invasion 
of Georgia to make me more xenophobic.  
Not exactly the “spirit of the games.”

Chad Johnson got in a fight with Ben-
gal’s management, who refused to give 
him up even for a king’s ransom of two 
first round picks from the league’s worst-
managed team, the Washington Redskins.  
Finding himself without leverage, Johnson 
decided to at least make himself a headache 
for the coaching staff.  Johnson has had 
his last name legally changed to “Ocho-
Cinco” (eighty-five, his jersey number), 
forcing the team to put the ridiculous 
nickname on the back of his jersey.

Football looks to improve on 6-4 season

While 
we were 
away….

New writer proposes bold prediction
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