
Professor Michael R. Drompp 
Clough 309 
(843) – 3655 
 
Office hours: Mon. & Thurs. 11:00-12:00, Tues. & Wed. 1:00-2:00, and by appointment 
 

HISTORY 482: Modern China 
CRN # 17407 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30 - 10:45 AM, Buckman 330 
 
Required texts for purchase:  
 
 Spence, Jonathan. The Search for Modern China, 2nd edition 
 Cheng, Pei-kai and Michael Lestz, The Search for Modern China: A Documentary Collection 
 Pruitt, Ida. A Daughter of Han: The Autobiography of a Chinese Working Woman 
 Dai, Sijie.  Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress 
 Zha, Jianying.  China Pop: How Soap Operas, Tabloids, and Bestsellers Are Transforming a  
  Culture 
 
This course examines China’s transformation from the traditional society of the late imperial period 
to the revolutionary society of the modern era to the post-revolutionary society of today.  Beginning 
with an overview of Chinese traditional society prior to the nineteenth century, we will then explore 
the intrusion of Western powers and the collapse of China’s imperial system.  This will lead us to the 
study of China’s attempts at integration and stabilization in the face of regional warlordism and 
foreign invasion.  Finally, an important focus will be China’s civil war and the history of the People’s 
Republic to the present day.  Throughout the course we will consider significant patterns of tradition 
and change that have shaped events in the history of the world’s most populous nation. 
 
Requirements for the course include: 
 

• Regular class attendance and alert participation 
• Evidence of thoughtful, serious reading of assigned materials and intelligent assessment of 

audiovisual resources 
• One short paper (a minimum of 1300 words in the paper’s text), either Option A or Option B 

(see syllabus) 
• One research paper (a minimum of 6000 words in the paper’s text, not including footnotes or 

bibliography) 
• Two examinations (a midterm and a final exam) 

 
Additional quizzes (including unannounced quizzes) and short writing assignments may also be 
given.  Exams will cover the assigned texts as well as materials presented in lectures, handouts, and 
audio-visual materials.  Papers are due in class at the beginning of the class period.  Late work will 
receive a grade of “F” but will count towards fulfillment of the course requirements.  For papers, 
correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation are essential, as are correct forms for endnotes and 
bibliography.  Be certain to use proper form in your papers.  Errors of this type will be penalized.  If 
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you use a computer to write your papers, be certain that you know how to use it before entrusting it 
with your paper.  Computer malfunctions are not acceptable excuses for sloppiness or tardiness.  
Always keep a hard copy (a copy on paper) of each draft of your paper.  Each paper should have a 
title page with a meaningful title, your name, and the paper’s final word count.  All papers should 
include page numbers.  Your short papers may use parenthetical annotation; your research paper 
must use footnotes in proper format and contain a bibliography in proper format. 
 
Thoughtful classroom participation is encouraged and will constitute a substantive portion of your 
final grade for the course (see below).   Discussions of assigned readings, particularly those 
regarding the analysis of primary sources, are especially important.  If you do not participate in such 
discussions through thoughtful comments based on careful reading of the assigned texts, your 
classroom participation grade will suffer.  In order to facilitate such discussions, you will be called 
upon at random to deliver a brief (no more than three minutes) commentary on assigned readings 
from the Cheng & Lestz book of documents.  That is, I will call on at least one of you to comment on 
each document (asking you to consider questions such as: Who wrote this?  Why?  What does it 
illustrate about China’s history?  How does it relate to the information in Spence’s book?).  You 
should be prepared for this.  The best strategy is to make brief notes on each document so that you 
can refer to those notes in class if you are called upon.  You will also be expected to be able to 
comment on the other readings as well, since the documents relate directly to our other readings.  
For this reason you should be able to point to the most important themes/ideas presented in the 
various assigned texts when called upon to do so.  Again, a good strategy is to make brief notes on 
your readings and have them with you for the classroom discussions. 
 
Excessive absences and/or disruptive behavior in the classroom will result in a lower grade for 
classroom participation.  Two absences are allowed without penalty; excessive absences (i.e., six or 
more) will result in the student being dropped from the course or in an “F” for the final course grade.  
A good rule of thumb: Do not expect to get a final grade higher than the percentage of classes you 
attended (e.g.: If you attend 80% of all scheduled class meetings, you should not expect a final grade 
higher than 80% – a B-).  Respect for all persons in the classroom is essential.  For that reason, you 
should avoid disruptive behavior such as arriving late, leaving early, or stepping out of the classroom 
during class.  Cell phones and beepers should be turned off before entering the classroom.   
 
Final grades will be based approximately on the following formula: exams, 500 points (250 points 
each); short paper, 100 points; research paper, 500 points; classroom participation, 500 points.  
Extra credit will not be permitted.  Make-up exams will be given only in cases of legitimate, 
documented reasons; if you are wondering if your excuse is legitimate, it probably is not.  Failure to 
complete any graded assignment will result in a failing grade for the course.  Note that a “W” 
(Withdrawal) will be given only when the student has followed official withdrawal procedures by the 
stated deadlines.  
 
All students are expected to abide by the Rhodes honor code.  Infractions will be dealt with according 
to the rules of the college.  In your papers, be certain to avoid plagiarism (the use of someone else’s 
information/material/ideas without properly citing the source(s) of the information/material/ideas in 
question).  Plagiarism is a violation of the honor code, and will result in a grade of “F” for the course.  
Note that the Rhodes Honor Council’s constitution states: “A student must give credit to the 
originality of others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever he or she does any of the following: 
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(1) quotes another person’s actual words, either oral or written; (2) paraphrases another person’s 
actual words, either oral or written; (3) uses another person’s idea, opinion, or theory; and (4) 
borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative material unless the information is common knowledge.” 
Such credit is done through proper documentation in footnotes.  Consequently, in all your papers, 
you must indicate the sources of your information and ideas through proper citation, whether the 
source is quoted directly or not.  Also, be certain to avoid the appearance of collusion in written 
assignments and exams.  Studying together can be an excellent way to learn, but can (in extreme 
cases) lead to disconcerting similarities.  Extreme instances of similarities in exams or papers may 
result in a lowering of the grade for that assignment. A final note: The internet can be a useful means 
of locating information.  It also is not refereed in any way, and consequently is the home of much 
misinformation as well.  Therefore, internet sources are not to be used in the writing of your paper 
unless you have cleared them with me in advance.  The majority of your sources should be either 
print sources or electronic versions of print sources. 
 
You should begin thinking about your research paper, which is due on 14 November, as soon as 
possible.  To assist you in your formulation of a topic and your research, the following research tools 
(for your research paper) are on reserve in Burrow Library.  Please note that many of them employ 
the Wade-Giles Romanization system.  Spence’s The Search for Modern China has a handy 
conversion chart (Pinyin to Wade-Giles) on pp. xxxii-xxxiii. 
 
On reserve: 
 
 R. Keith Schoppa.  The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History. 
  This guide contains many useful features, including a guide to important resources.   
  This is an excellent starting point for your project, to help you establish a topic and  
  consider its viability in terms of available resources. 
 
 Immanuel C.Y. Hsü.  The Rise of Modern China 
  This general history is much like Spence’s book.  Its advantage is that at the end of  
  each chapter there is a substantial bibliography – a good place to start once you  
  have chosen a research topic.   
 
 The Cambridge History of China, vols. 10-11 (Late Ch’ing), 12-13 (Republican China), 14-15  
  (The People’s Republic) 
  This work covers almost the entire period that we are considering in class, and is an  
  excellent research tool that provides an overview of recent scholarship on many  
  topics.  
 
 Arthur W. Hummel, ed.  Eminent Chinese of the Ch’ing Period 
  This large biographical dictionary uses the Wade-Giles system exclusively, so that, for  
  example, Lin Zexu would be listed under Lin Tse-hsü.   
 
 Lo-shu Fu, trans.  A Documentary Chronicle of Sino-Western Relations, 1644-1820 
  This is a collection of documents, translated into English, dealing with the Qing  
  dynasty’s relations with Western powers up to 1820.  These documents are  
  important primary sources for this topic.   
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 Harold H. Hinton, ed.  The People’s Republic of China, 1949-1979: A Documentary Survey (5  
  vols.) and The People’s Republic of China, 1979-1984: A Documentary Survey (2  
  vols.)  This is a huge selection of documents, all translated into English.  It will be  
  very useful to those doing research on China from 1949 to 1984.  This is particularly  
  important in that it provides primary sources.  The 1949-1979 volumes have  
  subtitles to facilitate research: 
   vol. 1: From Liberation to Crisis 
   vol. 2: The Great Leap Forward and Its Aftermath 
   vol. 3: The Cultural Revolution, Part I 
   vol. 4: The Cultural Revolution, Part II 
   vol. 5: After the Cultural Revolution 
 
 Michael Schoenhals, ed.  China’s Cultural Revolution, 1966-1969: Not a Dinner Party 
  This is a documentary history containing translations of 72 important documents  
  (again, primary sources) dealing with the early years of the Cultural Revolution, and  
  so can be used as a supplement to the Hinton collection. 

 
SYLLABUS 

 
The syllabus tells you which pages are to be completed prior to that day’s class. 

 
 
Week 1
 
Aug. 24  Th     Introduction to the course and texts, along with some important concepts 
 
Week 2
  
Aug. 29  Tu     The late Ming and early Qing dynasties  
   READING: Spence, xix-xxvii, 3 – 48 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs 2.1 – 2.3, 2.7 – 2.8, 3.1 
 
 31  Th     The “High” Qing 
   READING:  Spence, 49 – 116 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 3.3, 4.1, 4.2, 5.4, 5.5 
 
Week 3 
 
Sept. 05 Tu China’s Confucian society during the late imperial period 
   READING:  Cheng & Lestz, docs. 1.10, 5.1, 8.1 
     “Family Instructions” and “Genealogy Rules” (handout) 
    
 07 Th The crisis with the West: The Opium War 
   READING:  Spence, 117 – 166 
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     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 6.1 –  6.5, 7.1 – 7.5 
 
   OPTION A DUE TODAY: A short paper analyzing this particular  
   conflict between China and the West, based on these readings  
 
Week 4 
 
Sept. 12 Tu     The internal crisis: The Taiping Rebellion 
   READING: Spence, 167 – 191 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 8.3 – 8.5  
    
 14  Th     Restoration and foreign aggression  
   READING:  Spence, 192 – 222 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 9.3, 9.4, 9.6 – 9.8, 10.1  
  
Week 5 
        
Sept. 19 Tu     Dynastic reform and the end of the Qing Dynasty 
   READING:  Spence, 223 – 263 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 10.4 – 10.6, 11.2 – 11.4 
 
   DUE TODAY: Research paper proposal, including your topic,  
   initial outline, and initial bibliography 
 
 21 Th    The Republican Revolution and the problem of warlordism 
   READING:  Spence, 267 – 289 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 12.3, 12.6, 12.7 
 
Week 6 
 
Sept. 26 Tu     Society in early Republican China 
   READING: Pruitt, entire 
 
 28 Th     The urban intellectual revolution 
   READING:  Spence, 290 – 313 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 13.1 – 13.3 
     Lu Xun, “Kong Yiji” and “Medicine” (handout) 
 
   OPTION B DUE TODAY: A short paper on Chinese intellectuals’  
   critiques of traditional society, based on these readings 
 
 
 
 
Week 7 
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Oct. 03 Tu     Ideological divergence and national unification 
   READING:  Spence, 314 – 341 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 14.1, 14.6 – 14.9 
 
 05 Th    No Class – Work on final outline and bibliography 
 
   DUE BY MONDAY, 09 OCT. BEFORE 2 PM.: Final outline and bibliography for  
   your research paper (with at least 15 print sources).   
   Leave this in my mailbox in the History Department office.  
 
Week 8 
  
Oct. 10 Tu    The Nanjing Decade  
   READING:  Spence, 343 – 409 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 15.2 – 15.4, 15.7, 16.1 – 16.3 
    
 12 Th  MIDTERM EXAM (bring bluebooks) 
  
Week 9 
 
Oct. 17 Tu     Fall Break – No Class 
 
 19 Th    The war with Japan  
   READING:  Spence, 413 – 458 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 17.1 – 17.5  
   
Week 10 
 
Oct. 24 Tu     The war with Japan (continued) 
 
 26 Th  The Chinese civil war and the founding of the People’s Republic 
   READING:  Spence, 459 – 513 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 18.1, 18.2, 18.5, 18.6, 19.3 
  
Week 11 
 
Oct. 31 Tu     The early years of the People’s Republic 
   READING:  Spence, 514 – 564 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 20.1, 20.2, 20.5, 21.1 – 21.3 
 
Nov. 02 Th    Ideological divisions and the Maoist backlash 
   READING:  Spence, 565 – 586  
     Cheng & Lestz, doc. 21.4 
 
Week 12 
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Nov. 07 Tu    Life during the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution  
   READING: Dai, entire 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 22.1, 22.3 – 22.5 
 
 09 Th    Mao’s last years  
   READING:  Spence, 589 – 617 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 23.1, 23.3 
 
Week 13
     
. 14 Tu     DUE TODAY BY 2 PM: Final research paper 
    
 16 Th     China under Deng Xiaoping 
   READING:  Spence, 618 – 646 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 24.1, 24.2 
  
  
Week 14 
 
Nov. 21 Tu     China under Deng Xiaoping (continued) 
   READING:  Spence, 647 – 676 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 25.6 – 25.9 
    
 23 Th     Thanksgiving Break – No Class 
 
Week 15 
 
Nov. 28 Tu     China in recent years 
   READING: Spence, 677 – 728 
     Cheng & Lestz, docs. 26.1 – 26.5, 27.2 – 27.4 
 
 30   Th     Changes in modern Chinese society  
   READING: Zha, 3 – 104 
 
Week 16 
 
Dec.  05 Tu Changes in modern Chinese society  
   READING: Zha, 105 – 210 
  
   
Exam week   
 
Dec. 09 Sat 5:30 PM FINAL EXAM (bring bluebooks) 
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