
Prof. Michael R. Drompp 
Clough 309 
(843)-3655 
 
Office hours: M 11:00-12:00, W 3:00-4:00, and by appointment 
 
History 389: East Asia in the Modern World
CRN # 27136 
MWF, 2:00 – 2:50 P.M., PALMER 207 
 
Required texts for purchase: 
 Schoppa, R. Keith.  Revolution and Its Past: Identities and Change in Modern  
  Chinese History  
 Sabloff, Paul L.W., ed.  Modern Mongolia: Reclaiming Genghis Khan 
 Gordon, Andrew. A Modern History of Japan 
 Buzo, Adrian.  The Making of Modern Korea 
 SarDesai, S. Vietnam: Past and Present 
  
This course presents a survey of the modern experiences of five different Asian nations: China, 
Japan, Mongolia, Korea, and Vietnam.  It assumes that each of these nations is a product of its 
particular heritage, but recognizes that they have had in common the need to adjust to a new 
international order, particularly in the period following World War II.  While this course cannot 
pretend to be comprehensive in scope, it does seek to explore important themes common to most 
or all of these nations, particularly the themes of nationalism, revolution, and modernization, as 
well as the role of the past in the evolution of these five nations. 
 
Requirements for the course: 

• Regular class attendance and alert participation 
• Evidence of thoughtful, serious reading of assigned materials and intelligent assessment 

of audiovisual resources, as revealed in class discussion of assigned readings, etc. 
• A map quiz and unannounced quizzes 
• Three essay exams 
• Two papers, each focusing on the modern experience of one of the five nations we are 

studying (note that the two papers may not focus on the same country) 
 
Evaluation for this course is based on a system of 1400 points.  The three exams and the two 
papers are each worth 200 points.  The remainder of the final grade (400 points) will be based on 
classroom participation and small assignments such as quizzes.  Exams will cover the texts as 
well as materials presented in lectures, handouts, and audiovisual materials.  Your papers are due 
in class at the beginning of the class period, and may not be submitted electronically.  Late work 
will not be accepted.  For your paper, correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation are essential.  
Excessive errors will result in a lowering of the grade for that assignment.  If you use a computer 
to write your paper, be certain that you know how to use it before entrusting it with your paper.  
Computer malfunctions are not acceptable excuses for sloppiness or tardiness.  Always keep a 
hard copy (i.e., a copy on paper) of each important draft of your paper.  Extra credit will not be 
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permitted.  Make-up exams will be given only in cases of legitimate, documented excuses; if you 
are wondering if your excuse is legitimate, it probably is not.  Failure to complete any graded 
assignment will result in a failing grade for the course.  Note that a “W” (Withdrawal) will be 
given only when the student has followed official withdrawal procedures by the stated deadlines. 
 
Thoughtful classroom participation is encouraged and will be considered in the calculation of the 
final grade for the course.  Discussions of assigned readings are particularly important.  If you do 
not participate in such discussions through thoughtful comments based on careful reading of the 
assigned texts, your classroom participation grade will suffer.  For that reason it is imperative 
that you read each assignment carefully, take notes on the reading, and come to class prepared to 
discuss the reading.  You should bring each day’s reading with you to class (along with your 
notes on the reading) so that specific passages may be consulted when necessary.   
 
As classroom participation is evaluated in this course, it is necessary for you to attend class 
regularly.   Excessive absences and/or disruptive behavior in the classroom may result in a lower 
grade for classroom participation.  Three absences are allowed without penalty; excessive 
absences (i.e., 9 or more) will result in an “F” for the final course grade.  Respect for all persons 
in the classroom is important to the learning process.  For that reason, you should avoid 
disruptive behavior such as arriving late or leaving early, stepping out of the classroom during 
class, and chatting or passing notes in class.  Please turn off your cell phones and/or beepers 
before entering the classroom. 
 
All students are expected to abide by the Rhodes honor code.  Infractions will be dealt with 
according to the rules of the college.  In your written work, be certain to avoid plagiarism (the 
use of someone else’s information or material without properly citing the sources of that 
information or material).  Plagiarism is intellectual theft and a violation of the honor code, and 
will result in a grade of “F” for the course.  Note that the Rhodes Honor Council’s constitution 
states: “A student must give credit to the originality of others and acknowledge an indebtedness 
whenever he or she does any of the following: (1) quotes another person’s actual words, either 
oral or written; (2) paraphrases another person’s actual words, either oral or written; (3) uses 
another person’s idea, opinion, or theory; and (4) borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative 
material unless the information is common knowledge.” Such credit is done through proper 
documentation in footnotes.  Consequently, in all your papers, you must indicate the sources of 
your information and ideas through proper citation, whether the source is quoted directly or not.  
Note that this applies to all sources, including electronic sources.  Also, be certain to avoid the 
appearance of collusion in written assignments and exams.  Studying together can be an 
excellent way to learn, but can (in extreme cases) lead to disconcerting similarities.  Extreme 
instances of similarities in exams or papers may result in a lowering of the grade for that 
assignment.   
 
A final note: The internet can be a useful means of locating information.  It also is not refereed in 
any way, and consequently is the home of much misinformation as well.  Therefore, internet 
sources are not to be used in the writing of your papers unless you have cleared them with me in 
advance.  All information gleaned from approved internet sources must be properly cited. 
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SYLLABUS 
 

The following syllabus indicates which pages are to be completed prior to that week’s 
classes.  Be certain to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings. 

 
Week 1  
 
Jan.  10    W Introduction to the course and texts 
 12 F East Asia at the dawn of the twentieth century 
 
Plan ahead: Prepare for the map quiz on Monday, Jan. 22.  You must be able to place all 
geographical features on the list (provided during the quiz) on a blank map of East Asia. 
 
Week 2  
 
Jan. 15 M Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – NO CLASS 
 17 W Nationalism in China 
    READING:  Schoppa, pp. 1-65 
 19    F Political weakness and social fragmentation  
    READING: Schoppa, pp. 66-123  
 
Week 3  
 
Jan.  22 M The Republic of China 
    READING:   Schoppa, pp. 124-161 
   MAP QUIZ  
 24 W Challenges to tradition 

READING:  Schoppa, pp. 162-200 
      Lu, “Medicine” (handout) 
 26   F The decline of the Republic 
    READING:  Schoppa, pp. 201-259 
 
Plan ahead: Your first paper is due on Monday, 19 Feb.  It should be 3000-3500 words in length 
(not including title page, footnotes and bibliography) and consider a political event or movement 
in the history of one of the nations we are studying.  Your topic must be approved by me no later 
than Monday, 5 Feb.  In writing your paper, you should consider the following. 

• Your paper should have an original and meaningful title on a separate title page. 
• Your paper should have a specific thesis, and should provide data to support it. 
• Your paper should make proper use of footnotes (not parenthetic citation) in correct 

form, and should contain a complete bibliography in correct form.  
• Evaluation of your paper will be based on creative, responsible use of your sources and 

sophistication of argument, as well as quality of expression and presentation. 
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Week 4  
      
Jan.  29   M War and revolution 
    READING:  Schoppa, pp. 260-304 
 31 W The People’s Republic of China 
    READING:  Schoppa, pp. 305-345 
Feb. 02    F The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
    READING:   Schoppa, pp. 346-365 
      Chen, “Chairman Mao Is a Rotten Egg” (handout) 
 
Week 5  
 
Feb.  05    M  The Post-Maoist era 
    READING:  Schoppa, pp. 366-392 
 07 W China in the modern world 
    READING:  Schoppa, pp. 393-454 
 09    F CHINA EXAM (bring bluebooks) 
 
Week 6  
 
Feb.    12 M Mongolia and its nomadic traditions 
    READING:  Sabloff, pp. 2-29 
 14 W Revolution and the Mongolian People’s Republic 
    READING:  Sabloff, pp. 32-48 
 16 F Mongolia under Soviet domination 
    READING:  Sabloff, pp. 48-63 
 
Week 7  
 
Feb. 19 M Mongolia today 
    READING:  Sabloff, pp. 66-119 
   FIRST PAPER DUE 
 21 W Japan’s traditional society 
    READING:  Gordon, pp. 1-59 
 23 F Modernization and growth  
    READING:  Gordon, pp. 61-114 
 
Week 8  
      
Feb.  26 M The path to war 
    READING:  Gordon, pp. 115-203 
 28 W  War and Occupation    
    READING:  Gordon, pp. 204-243 
Mar. 02 F Japan after the U.S. Occupation 
    READING:  Gordon, pp. 270-309 
Week 9  
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Mar. 05 M The economic “miracle”  
    READING:  Gordon, pp. 245-269  
 07 W The uncertain dynamo 
    READING:  Gordon, pp. 310-332 
 09 F JAPAN / MONGOLIA EXAM (bring bluebooks) 
 
Mar. 12-16  SPRING BREAK 
 
Week 10  
 
Mar. 19 M The hermit kingdom 
    READING: Buzo, pp. 1-13 
 21   W Korea under Japanese rule 
    READING: Buzo, pp. 14-49 
 23 F NO CLASS – Begin work on your second paper  
 
Plan ahead: Your second paper is due on Friday, 13 April.  It should be 3000-3500 words in 
length (not including title page, footnotes and bibliography) and consider a social movement in 
the history of one of the nations we are studying.  Your topic must be approved by me no later 
than Friday, 30 March.  In writing your paper, you should consider the following. 

• Your paper should have an original and meaningful title on a separate title page. 
• Your paper should have a specific thesis, and should provide data to support it. 
• Your paper should make proper use of footnotes (not parenthetic citation) in correct 

form, and should contain a complete bibliography in correct form.  
• Evaluation of your paper will be based on creative, responsible use of your sources and 

sophistication of argument, as well as quality of expression and presentation. 
 
Week 11  
    
Mar. 26 M The divided peninsula 
    READING:  Buzo, pp. 50-91 
 28 W The creation of two systems 
    READING: Buzo, pp. 92-121 
 30 F Authoritarianism and totalitarianism at work 
    READING:   Buzo, pp. 122-143 
 
Week 12  
 
Apr.  02  M Political change and economic uncertainty 
    READING: Buzo, pp. 144-171 
 04 W Korea today  
    READING: Buzo, pp. 172-197 
 06 F EASTER BREAK – NO CLASS 
Week 13      
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Apr.  09    M Vietnam before colonization 
    READING: SarDesai, pp. 1-31 
 11      W NO CLASS – work on second paper 
 13 F SECOND PAPER DUE in History Dept. office no later than 3:00 PM 
 
Week 14  
    
Apr. 16 M French rule in Vietnam 
    READING:  SarDesai, pp. 33-44 
 18 W Ho Chi Minh and Vietnamese nationalism 
    READING: SarDesai, pp. 45-65 
 20 F U.S. involvement in Vietnam 
    READING:  SarDesai, pp. 67-91 
  
Week 15  
 
Apr. 23 M Victory and restructuring 
    READING: SarDesai, pp. 93-151 
 25  W Vietnam today  
    READING: SarDesai, pp. 153-212 
 27 F   U.R.C.A.S. – NO CLASS  
     
Finals Week  
    
May 02 W 5:30 PM:  KOREA/VIETNAM EXAM (bring bluebooks) 
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