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Interviewer 1:
– anymore, so begin recording.  Can you tell your name for the –?

Speaker 1:
My name's Patosha Barnes.

Interviewer 1:
Patosha Barnes.  How old are you Miss Barnes?

Speaker 1:
I'm 32.

Interviewer 1:
Thirty-two – and do you have any children?

Speaker 1:
No ma'am.

Interviewer 1:
No kids.  And how long did you stay at Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
I was actually born in Cleaborn Homes.
Interviewer 1:
Really?

Speaker 1:
When I was born, we lived at 641 McKinley, Apt. A, and then my mom moved to 607 Handy Mall, Apt. G.  So I practically grew up, my whole childhood, living in Cleaborn Homes.
Interviewer 1:
So you know everything there is to know about Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
You're an expert.  Wonderful.  And what year was that when you were born there?

Speaker 1:
I was born in 1978.

Interviewer 1:
1978 – and did you stay there until the relocation, or how long did you guys –

Speaker 1:
We was gone a little bit before the relocation, but yeah, my childhood – was the childhood, yeah – was in Cleaborn Home.

Interviewer 1:
And how did you come to live there?  How did your family come to live there, I guess?

Speaker 1:
Well, they had the Memphis Housing Authority, so my mom, she just applied 'cause my grandma lived over there first, and then, my mama, she applied, and they gave her an apartment.

Interviewer 1:
Great.  Did you get to live close to your grandma?  Your apartment, was it close to your grandma's apartment?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.  Yeah, then my grandma, she moved out.  She moved away because she had got a better job working for the city, and she moved into a house over in the Orange Mound community.  And my mom, we stayed over there, and my mom moved like '05.

Interviewer 1:
And so you lived in the apartment with your mom.  Did you have other people who lived in that apartment?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, my sister, my mom – it's six of us.  I have a sister, Lawanda; a brother, Willie; a brother, Rodriguez; a sister, Betty; and a sister, Janesha.  So all six of us lived in Cleaborn Home.

Interviewer 1:
That's great.  And so what was it like when you were growing up there?

Speaker 1:
It was good.  We had the community center where we went and did things.  Then the Emmanuel Center played a big part in it.  We went there every day, like after-school programs, and they took us on trips, and not only trips.  We did our homework there.  They helped us.  They took us to a lot of educational things.  We went to church around there.


We had like, in the summer, other than the church, Emmanuel, we had the park, which is L.E. Brown Park.  We used to go up there, and it just was a lot of good things for the kids, which you know, of course, there's a lot of kids that didn't participate.  But it was a great experience for me.
Interviewer 1:
Great.  So you got to participate in all kinds of stuff?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, all kinds of stuff.

Interviewer 1:
That's good.  Where did you go to church at when you were living in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Well, we used to go to the Emmanuel Center, but I went to church with my grandma.  We went to church at Lake Grove Baptist Church over off Leath.  That's where we went to church at.

Interviewer 1:
That's good.  So how did you feel about living there?  I mean, it sounds like you had a good experience.

Speaker 1:
I loved it.  I even was trying, three years back, I was trying to get me an apartment over there, but about me not having any kids, they had like – you know, I had did my paperwork, but they had sent it to like the – it was called  like the family something.  But it was because I didn't have any kids, they sent my files like not to the Memphis Housing.  They sent it to like Uptown Square or stuff like that, but I wanted to live in the Cleaborn Homes because that's where I was born and raised at.  But unfortunately, I didn't get me in one of those apartments.

Interviewer 1:
Can you talk about – I mean, you were there for a while – so can you talk about how you saw it change over time, like if you thought it was different when you were growing up vs. when you were older and living there?

Speaker 1:
Well, yeah, you know, when – I'm 32.  It was a lot better than it is now because the kids – you know, these kids now, you can't say too much to other people kids.  Like when I was growing up, everybody was family, and if my friend mom said something, that's what you mean.


Nowadays, you just can't come right up and say things to people kids because half of the people don't want you to say nothing to their kids, or the kids, they don't listen  because that's how they been brought up, that they don't have to listen to other people parents.  When in a community, everybody should be like a family.  But yeah, it's a lot different because a lot of it is – you know, the kids got them self in gangs and all that, but it wasn't so much like that.

We came outside every day and played with all kids, but it was a little better then because you didn't have all that.  It was a lot of fun, and nowadays, when it get dark, you need to get your kids indoors.

Interviewer 1:
Fresh air.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
So that's different.  Talk about how people took, kind of, responsibility for raising each other's kids.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
That was sort of how it was when you were growing up, like people would tell you to mind and do certain stuff?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, yeah, yeah, nowadays, people don't want you to say anything to their kids.

Interviewer 1:
That's interesting.  What about the physical conditions, like of the buildings and the grounds and stuff like that?  Did that change?

Speaker 1:
Well, you know, a few years ago, they had come and started remodeling the Cleaborn a little bit, so it was a little better.  They had got the central heat in it, but it didn't get any air, so you had to go an air-conditioning unit, and the apartments were a lot bigger when I was little.  We had pantries, you know, like pantry-like.

When they remodeled it, they didn't have none of that.  They kinda broke it down a little bit smaller, but they was nice, but it still – I think it was better the old way.  But they come and started remodeling it, and a lot of that just really didn't work because of the, I guess, the frames, and the apartments weren't as steady as they were the first time.


But it was nice at the beginning until those kids tear things up, but some parents, they allow the kids to tear it up, so – but it was still so-so, but it wasn't as much as like when I was little, you know, had all the things they had for the kids.  I guess the cost of living, that's went up, everything, you know, people volunteered and did things.  It changed a lot because like my little nieces and little cousins and stuff, they go to the Emmanuel Center still, now.


A lot of the things, they're not able to pay for like they used to do when we went.  When we went, everything was free.  We even went to Camp Sudan and all of that, and everything was free.  But you know, now, it's kinda the parents have to try to pitch in some, so you got some that don't go.  Like one of my sisters, she always volunteering, and she go.  So she'll try to help out with paying for some of the little kids that be there.


But I work, but now I don't work in the daytime.  I just work part time at night, so if I get a chance, sometime, if I found out they going somewhere, we can go and volunteer.  It's a nice place to be.  Emmanuel is good for the kids.
Interviewer 1:
Yes, that's what we hear.  We get a lot of good things about the Emmanuel Center.  Can you talk about your relationship with the police in the neighborhood?  Do you feel like they came around more when you were younger, or not really, they sorta came out more later?  Anything like that?

Speaker 1:
Well, when I was younger, yeah, we had a lot of officers there we seen, and we know like it's some now, but it's so – you know, everybody aren't understanding they might be afraid or – 'cause these kids, they are just – they just very ready to jump off of anything that happen.  You know, not all the kids did.  I know kids that I don't know.  You know, you might hear things about 'em.


So the police, they do have to protect they self, so they just try to be _______, you know, not rush into nothing because you can get a lot of trouble like that.  You don't really be knowing what be going on.  There's always something with the kids fighting, but instead of the parents coming together, they – you know, how a lot of 'em, "Don't put your hand on my child," instead of coming to the situation and find out what is really going on.  So it's pretty much different from when I was growing up.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah, sure, that sounds like it.  What about your relationships with people in Cleaborn Homes?  Did that change over time?  You mentioned that your grandma lived there when you first moved in.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
What about, over time, I mean, did your family out, or did you still feel like you had a lot of good relationships with people?
Speaker 1:
Yeah, because a lot of my friends still lived over there.  As we moved on, their parents still lived over there, so I came over there a lot.  Then I had two – three cousins that lived over there, so I did.  I still came over there a lot.  Like if I worked in Monday through Friday – you know, both my little jobs – the weekends I was off, I went over there.  I always went over there.


My best friend, we been friends since we was 12 years old.  She's still – well, they live in the Foote Homes now, but they lived in the Cleaborn Home, and I used to go they house every weekend.  We'd sit on the porch.  There's still a lot of people from over there that I knew after we moved that, you know, I still went over there.

Interviewer 1:
So you mentioned that you had a job while you lived in Cleaborn Homes.  So you worked a job?

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma'am.  I used to work at Subway, and my mom stayed in Cleaborn Homes.  So I had to go – you know, once I turned 18, had to get on the lease, saying that I worked there, you know, to go toward the rent.  But yeah, I –
Interviewer 1:
How did you get to work at Subway while you –

Speaker 1:
I used to catch the bus.  I used to catch the MATA.
Interviewer 1:
Okay, and how long of a ride was that for you?

Speaker 1:
It wasn't that far because I worked there right on Union, so I actually just took two buses a day, like go downtown to the terminal.  Then I transferred to like the 34 or the 56 – whatever's going down to Union – and went to work.
Interviewer 1:
That's good.  That's not bad.

Interviewer 2:
How many like minutes from the time you left your house going to the station, taking the bus?  Like do you remember?
Speaker 1:
Just say I had to be at work like at 10:00 AM.  I used to leave home – I used to get on like the 8 – down, right there on Vance and Lauderdale – I used to get on the bus like no later than like 8:40, right there, and I used to be at work before 10:00.

Interviewer 1:
That's good.  That's not bad.

Speaker 1:
So it wasn't that much to get there because me and my best friend worked there together, so we used to walk to work – go up toward _______ and walk on up.  Some days we did that.  Like if we missed the bus, or the bus was running late, or we was running late, we walked on to work.
Interviewer 2:
How far a walk was that, then?

Speaker 1:
It wasn't that far.

Interviewer 2:
Do you remember like –

Interviewer 1:
On Union and where's –

Speaker 1:
Right by Methodist.

Interviewer 1:
Methodist?  Oh, yeah – 

Speaker 1:
You know, so it –

Interviewer 1:
Yeah, it's not that's far – maybe a couple miles, something like that.

Speaker 1:
Yep, three miles, but yeah, we used to walk.  Like some cool days, when we got off work, we would just walk home, you know, just to walk.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah, that sounds good.  How did you get the job?  Through your best friend or did she get the job through you, or how did you get –

Speaker 1:
She got on through me, but it was just, I went out, was doing some applications 'cause I had graduated from school – should've went to college, but you know – and I just went, and we started working.  I started working first.  Then she was asking me was they hiring, and she did her application, and she started working.

Westiny:
Hi, Osha.

Speaker 1:
Hi.

Westiny:
My grandma said, "Can you get me some milk?"
Speaker 1:
Some milk?  Okay.  This is one of my little cousins.  Her name is Westiny.

Interviewer 1:
Hi.

Interviewer 2:
Hi, Westiny.

Interviewer 1:
How are you?

Speaker 1:
Say, "Hi."

Interviewer 1:
Tell them how you doing.

Westiny:
Fine.

Interviewer 1:
Did you join a union while you were working your job, or did you have any experience –

Speaker 1:
We didn't have a union.

Interviewer 1:
No unions.  I didn't think that Subway had unions, but maybe.  So how did you balance your job and taking care of your household responsibilities? 

Speaker 1:
Well, I had to be at work at 10:00.  My mom used to have to be at work, like 7:00 AM, so I got up.  I did a part of the house chores that I had to do before I went to work, and my other siblings was in school, or the babies was like in day care 'cause I'm like 16 years older than my little sisters.

Interviewer 1:
I was gonna ask if you were the oldest.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, I'm the oldest.

Interviewer 1:
So you sort of had to take care of your brothers and sisters when you were growing up?


[Crosstalk] 

Speaker 1:
Yeah, help – yep, help with that.  Yep.

Interviewer 1:
So I bet that was hard to juggle with the job and trying to do that, trying to –

Speaker 1:
Yeah, 'cause my workeded two jobs, so yep.  It was quite a little time, but it was – it was hard, but it's fine, you know?

Interviewer 1:
Did people help you out, other people who were like your neighbors and stuff?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, we had a neighbor that like if me or my mom hadn't made it, you know, she would get my little sisters off the day care bus and watch 'em till we come.

Interviewer 1:
Oh, that's nice.

Speaker 1:
But yep, it was real good.  My mom, she was real good with the community.  That's the one you was saying 'cause she had lived – yeah, she used to cook, and I mean, like people used to come and sit in our back yard for hours at a time.  I mean, they would be like, "Can I go buy me a pack of chicken for you could fry it for me?"  You know, 'cause she used to just cook 'cause our family, they did.  They came to my mom's house, and we used to ________, and everybody, I mean, every day, if she didn't have to work or something, everybody was in our yard.

Interviewer 1:
Wow, that's good.  So it sounds like you had a really good community.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, we had a good community.

Interviewer 1:
Can you talk a little bit about that?  Like what was it that – I mean, you talk about cooking and eating together, things like that.  Were there other things that helped to build this community?

Speaker 1:
Well, it was – let me see.  Yeah, besides the cooking and the helping, we just – everybody mostly, where we lived at, looked out for one another.  They really did, and they – I don't know if because we had a big family, because my family beyond my mom kids, we had a big family, and it's just – I guess we just drew people in 'cause everybody used to come and sit in my mama's yard.  She used to have a picnic table.


It was just – it was a lot of fun for me, and it's not just really like that anymore.  We don't just see that a lot, but other than that, we had a lot of fun times.  If times got hard, the Emmanuel Center, Father Hubbard, he would help you, but I don't care what it like for us.  Just say one time, my brothers, them – one of my little brothers used to use the restroom a lot, so he had used to pee in the bed and cover it up.

So one time, they had got a lot of little bumps and stuff, so my mom took them to the doctor, and they was like, whoever, they gotta be using – you know, urinating in the bed, and so it was some kinda scabies.  And I mean my mom had to throw everything out in their room.  Father Hubbard, he bought beds, you know.  He was just a good help for the community.

He'd buy beds.  He'd help with whatever you needed to be helped with.  He was just there for us.

Interviewer 1:
Wow, that's great.

Interviewer 2:
That's – yeah.

Interviewer 1:
Do you remember any kinda like festivals or block parties?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, and we used to have a lot of those, and that was like Miss Askew was living.  That was one of the ladies who used to be the resident manager in the Cleaborn Homes.  And at that community center, we used to have little carnivals and little fairs and all that.  Yeah, we used to have all that.  Once a year in the summer, they used to take us to Libertyland, and we used to go free, and we used to do all that.


But yep, we had block parties.  Like Betty Isom, she does 'em now – have block parties for the Cleaborn Home community.  She lives up on Tate Street.  She have 'em now.  So yeah, it's been going on in my whole time, and she worked for the Emmanuel Center.  So Father Hubbard is a part of that.

Interviewer 1:
So you remember being raised in that sort of –


[Crosstalk] 

Speaker 1:
Yeah, a lot of good memories.

Interviewer 1:
What about like holidays?  Did you guys celebrate holidays together, have big holiday get-togethers, and stuff like that?

Speaker 1:
Yep, especially the 4th of July.  I mean they used to turn their driveway – we had cleanup afterwards 'cause our stuff was everywhere.  See now, they have people that work there.  They come and clean up every day in the projects, developments, but we didn't just really have those when we growed up, so it was basically up to us to keep the community kinda clean.

Interviewer 1:
Wow, that's great.

Speaker 1:
So it's kinda progressing.  They got people that is they're job, and that's a good thing because somebody needs a job, and the paper and the debris has to be picked up –

Interviewer 1:
That's true.

Speaker 1:
– to make it look better.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah.  Can you talk about – were there people that you trusted?  I mean, you've talked a lot about these people who – especially Father Hubbard – but other people that you trusted in the community who you relied on for support and things like that?

Speaker 1:
Well, basically, other than that, like if we really, really needed it, but we had a big family, so we had – my grandma – my grandmamma, I mean, she's a strong lady, and she has been there for us through everything – I mean everything.  If I'm without something, my grandma is the first person comes to mind, and she's gonna make a way for us.  She made a way for us for whatever.  It didn't matter.  She made a way for us.
Interviewer 1:
Where is she staying out now?

Speaker 1:
My grandma stays at 1507 Buntyn.  That's like in Orange Mound, but she was over here, but she's gone now.

Interviewer 1:
So do you go visit her very often or –

Speaker 1:
Yeah, she comes over every morning.  We see her every day.

Interviewer 1:
Oh, do you?  That's great.

Speaker 1:
Matter of fact, we work together at night.  Like we work for ABM Janitorial, so we clean buildings – me and my grandma, my mom, one of my cousins, and one of my aunts.  So we have a big family, and we mostly see each other.  Like these apartments, where we live in, I've been here since like February.  

My mom been here like two years.  My aunt been here about two.  It's like my whole family basically lives up here where I living now.  But all of them had lived in the Cleaborn Home.
Interviewer 1:
Wow, okay, can you remember if you ever traded gifts or services with one another, like  people do each other's hair or –?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah?

Speaker 1:
Of course.  I got about three cousins that do hair, and then I have some friends that do hair.  They all do each other hair, do my hair, or – you know.  Yeah, we did.

Interviewer 1:
So you mentioned your mom liked to cook.  So would she ever cook for people in exchange for them doing or her hair or anything like that, like kind of exchanging – rather than using money, sort of give someone a service, and they give you something?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, lots of times.  Like they may be having a party or something or just a little get-together.  My mom'll cook for them.  They may braid one of our hair or something.  It's always been like that to keep from having to spend money.  Yep, we always found a way, managed to find a way to make it.

Interviewer 1:
That sounds good.  How did you get the news or like the gossip from the community?  Who – people just talk or –

Speaker 1:
We had a lady named Miss Shirley, and she sat on the porch all the time, so whatever was going on, when I came home, off the bus, or whatever, she'd be sitting out there, "Girl, let me tell you."  So she was gonna tell you everything –

Interviewer 1:
She did?

Speaker 1:
– that happened, so by the time I made it on to the porch, they laughing at me because I already know because I just passed Miss Shirley.  Miss Shirley was gonna tell us what was going on in the neighborhood.

Interviewer 1:
Miss Shirley.

Speaker 1:
And I used to be like, "How does she know?  She sits on her porch."  I used to be like, "Do she got a scanner?  Does she have a police scanner?  Does she have anything?"  Because she knew everything about everybody – whatever.  "Oh, the police are looking for such-and-such.  They around there."  You know, she just knew things – 
Interviewer 1:
She knew everything.
Speaker 1:
– that you're like, "How does she know?"

Interviewer 1:
That's so funny.

Speaker 1:
That's the one thing with ______.  You weren't going in her house.  I'm like, "I don't know how she know everything."  Ain't nobody in her house but her, but she was a sweet lady.

Interviewer 1:
That's good.  So other than her and your mom, who cooked for people, can you think of other people who are sort of leaders in the neighborhood, people who stand out, and maybe Father Hubbard, other people who were positive leaders in the Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Well, okay, other than Father Hubbard – Streets did a lot of things for the kids over in the Cleaborn Homes, also.  Matter of fact, the little boy that they has on the picture up there is my little brother.

Interviewer 1:
Oh, really?

Speaker 1:
He was one of the first kids that went up in Streets.  You know, at first it was just ________ was doing things with the grownups and all that, but he's on a picture when you walk into Streets Missionary, and he was one of the first little boys.  Ken was like – he always tell us the story – he's like, "Your little brother came here.  He was like he wanted some water.  First thing he said –" he was like, "Come on in.  Get you some water."


He said he was like, "I wanna come back and stay in here."  He's like, "Well, whatcha gonna do?"


"I'm gonna do whatever you want me to do.  I'll clean up.  I'll do whatever," so they started letting the kids come up there, but yeah, Streets, Mr. Ken, he did a lot of things, also.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah, that's good.  Did you feel safe when you were living in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
The whole time?  You didn't feel like that changed at all over time?

Speaker 1:
When I turned like 18 – 19, that's when it really ______ parts about gang-related.  So at night, sometimes, we used to hear a lot of shooting and all that, but so far, the people that they did used to be saying were in gangs, we kinda knew them, and they did _______ with our family and stuff, so I never felt threatened by it.  But you know, we went through the trials and tribulations with the gang, you know, you can't sit out because they shoot, or these people into this side of the street.


But other than that, I didn't feel a threat toward me or my family because a lot – our family is big, and we got a long with a lot of people, and we just – really just didn't have a lot of problems like that 'cause we just tried to get along with everybody.  But we had them days where my mom was like, "I don't wanna try to go out there because this is happening.  These people arguing with these people.  They were shooting last night.  I want y'all to stay in."


You know, I've been through that, but just being afraid, no, I just wasn't really afraid – you know, afraid just – you know, to wake up the next day and be like, "I wonder who got hurt.  If they did get hurt, I hope they're not dead," but just to be just afraid, no.  I loved it.  I was trying to move back over there before they closed it down, when they were doing the remodeling.  You know, before they knocked 'em down, I was trying to get me an apartment over there.

Interviewer 1:
We've heard a story about a little girl – it was really tragic – got stuck in the crossfires of one of the fights and died there.  I mean were there stories like that that you remember, that you recall violence, and that sort of going on?
Speaker 1:
Yeah, a lot of times, boys that we knew, we'd wake up the next day, or maybe we was outside, and the shooting, you know, everybody ran in the house.  And then you go back, and you see that they have been gunned down.  It was a lot of different incidents like that.


A lot of boys that I went to school with, they got killed over there, was born raised over there, and it all was about stupidity.  They argue with this one about this, or he got in a gang, and he don't wanna be in a gang, and they got into fighting, and somebody get killed.  Yep, there have been a lot of incidents like that.

Interviewer 1:
But you felt your family was sort of so big and, like you said, friendly, and so people weren't gonna mess with you guys as – like you didn't feel threatened because you felt like people knew your family, is that right?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, mm-hmm.

Interviewer 1:
That makes sense.  Did you go to high school at Booker T. Washington?

Speaker 1:
Yes, I graduated class of '96.

Interviewer 1:
Before Barack Obama came there?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
That was really cool.  So what kinds of activities did you do with your family when you were living in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Well, like I said, I went to work after I got old enough to work, you know, to help my mom, but all they did in my family, we sit out there.  I mean, I can show you pictures that we just – we always was right there.  We did things.  We had something almost every weekend as far as like cooking and stuff like that.  We did a lot of that.

Interviewer 1:
That's great.  All right, ________.  What did you like best about living in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Well, I guess the fact that you wake up, and a lot of the older ladies you got a chance to see.  They seeing you grow up, and it's just – this was – you know, bring happiness to me because I'm like I'm praying to get their age, and they sit down and talk to you and tell you, "Try to stay outta trouble, and stay positive because good things come.  You just can't rush things."



That was a pleasant thing for me – just sit around and see – 'cause they always told me, "You act like old lady."  I'm like, "I'm not a old lady," but I just – I've always been just down to earth.  I just wasn't wild and out and all that, but it was great for me.

Interviewer 1:
That's great.  So you liked the, sort of, generational relationships ___________.


[Crosstalk]

Speaker 1:
Yeah, yeah, relationships like that.  Yeah, I'll try to get along and do things positive because the way things going now, it's just these kids, they don't have nobody to talk to 'em, and then you have people in the community, like Father Hubbard and Ken and all, Streets, and _________, and they try to help 'em.  But you can only do so much because they can wanna listen and want the help or don't want the help.
Interviewer 1:
Right.  That's right.

Speaker 1:
You can't make 'em do nothing.  They can try.

Interviewer 1:
Just provide the opportunity, but you can't force them.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, and you got to accept it or – you know.

Interviewer 1:
Definitely.  Do you feel like Memphis Housing Authority provided the necessary support that you and your family needed while you were in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, because it was low-income apartments.  It was – my mom had somewhere for us to stay.  It was reasonable for her to pay for us to live there, and our house was up in good standard.  If anything happened, they did come and fix it.  Sometime, it may have took a little longer than you wanted it to, but it was – we made it work.  It was manageable.

Interviewer 1:
They took pretty good care of you.  Do you ever feel like there were people who came into the community and sort of meddled there, like they didn't belong there, maybe like preachers or researchers, people who were sort of from the outside who would came in, hang around in the community?

Speaker 1:
I didn't, too much, see that a lot because, like I told you, sometime, when people – you had the people that called them self in gangs or whatever; it just didn't happen a lot, that people that weren't supposed to be there was there.  It just – it was a good experience for me, but some people experience be better than others, you know?  I just didn't see too much of it.

Interviewer 1:
I understand, yeah.  Good.  How did you feel when you learned that they were gonna demolish the Cleaborn Homes?
Speaker 1:
Oh, I was so heartbroken.  I was sad.  I was like, "Why?  Why they gotta tear down where we grew up in?"  And they were like, "You know, Cleaborn Home old.  It's raggedy."  I was like, "It is not.  It is not raggedy."  They be like, "Yes, it is."  I was like, "No, it's not."

Interviewer 1:
You're like, "I'll move back in there."

Speaker 1:
Yeah, no, I'm like, "I'll move over there," 'cause you know, everybody, "I wanna go in Foote's Home 'cause they got central air.  They got central heating."  I was like, "But ________ to central air to central heat go out?"  They laughed.  They be telling, "You would go to Cleaborn Homes?"  I'm like, "Uh-huh."

I was like, "If I had to change, yeah.  If they let me move in, I'd move in.  I'm ready now."  They just be laughing, but I loved it over there, and I was heartbroken when they tore it down.

Interviewer 1:
Did you watch it on television?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, I watched the stuff – all that.  I didn't get a chance to go get me a brick, though.  

Interviewer 1:
Yeah, I was gonna –

Speaker 1:
I was mad about that.  I was mad about that 'cause I was at work when they was doing it.

Interviewer 1:
I understand.  Like if you had the opportunity to move back after the renovation, would you wanna move back over there?

Speaker 1:
Yes, I wanna apply as soon as they start.  I wanna live over there, yes.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah, that's good.  Do you feel like you – well, you weren't part of the relocation, no?

Speaker 1:
Mm-mmm.

Interviewer 1:
No, so they didn't give you a Section 8 voucher and –

Speaker 1:
No.

Interviewer 1:
No.  When you were living there, did you feel like you trusted MHA to take care of what needed to be done?  Like –

Speaker 1:
Sometimes you had to give 'em a little push – like I said, they like took longer than you think it should.  Because, okay, if water's leaking, that's a big problem.  Now you gonna tell me that I gotta wait till the maintenance people or wait till they put the ticket in.  Well, water's running in the house.


So sometimes, you had to go over their heads, you know, be like, "I'm gonna call down here where I'm gonna get me some kind of assistance because if y'all not gonna help and I know I paid my bills, and it's a part of y'all responsibility."  I could see if it's something that I broke on my own, then you just gotta wait.  But if it's something like a water faucets or the toilets, or the ceiling is leaking, that's a real problem.


So majority of the times, things were handled in a manageable way.  They came as soon as they was able, but some things you had to wait for.
Interviewer 1:
And push 'em a little bit, yeah – 

Speaker 1:
Yeah, you push a little bit.

Interviewer 1:
– to get – yeah.  Do you still keep in contact with people that you knew from Cleaborn Homes?  You mentioned that lots of 'em lived right here.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah, and how often do you see them?  I mean –

Speaker 1:
Well, probably once a week.  Like I said, when I'm not working on the weekend, I'm gonna go.  I go over there and stuff.  Like I went to the church last week.  I went down there with my little cousins, like the little girl that was in – they go to the church.  They had a little day camp for the kids in the summer, so we would go down there and check on 'em and see how they doing – stuff like that.

Interviewer 1:
Great.  Well, thank you so much.  I think that's all the questions that I have unless something –

Interviewer 2:
I have a question.  Did your mom also grow up on Cleaborn?

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewer 2:
So was your mom born there, too?

Speaker 1:
Yes.

Interviewer 2:
So was your grandma the one who moved in there?

Speaker 1:
Yes.

Interviewer 2:
And then she had your mom, and then your mom had you?

Speaker 1:
Yeah

Interviewer 2:
Oh, okay.  So all your aunts and uncles – everyone was just over there?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Interviewer 2:
That sounds really nice.

Interviewer 1: 
And your mom lives upstairs –

Speaker 1:
Yes.

Interviewer 1:
– and she's – maybe we can talk to her next.

Interviewer 2:
And can I clarify one thing?  Who did you say lived in the apartment with you guys?  You had six brothers and sisters?

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewer 2:
How many sisters, and how many brothers was there?

Speaker 1:
It's four girls and two boys.

Interviewer 2:
Okay.  Including yourself?

Speaker 1:
Yes.  Yeah, six of us, yeah. 

Interviewer 2:
And it was just your mom?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, mama ____.

Interviewer 2:
Okay, two boys – and can I ask, if it's not too personal, like, did you ever have a father around in Cleaborn with you or –?
Speaker 1:
Well, no, our father – well, four of us have the same father.  My two baby sisters have a different father.  So their father was around for a while, but our father wasn't.

Interviewer 2:
No?  Okay.

Speaker 1:
My mama raised all four of us by herself.

Interviewer 2:
Wow, that's – 
Interviewer 1:
She did a great job.

Interviewer 2:
Yeah, great job.  It's tough, but that's – yeah, that's great, okay.

Interviewer 1:
How long have you stayed here in this?  You said since February?

Speaker 1:
I've been here since February, yeah.

Interviewer 1:
Do you like it here?

Speaker 1:
It's nice.  It's around my family –

Interviewer 1:
Yeah, close to your family.

Speaker 1:
– so it's good for me.

Interviewer 1:
And family – grandma can make it ________.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, she come here.  I can't believe she's not out there now, but she went back home 'cause she's gonna come every morning.  She gonna come, and we sit out on the steps or whatever in the shade.  Like she might be – what time is it?  She'll be out there soon 'cause we have to be at work at like 4:30.

Interviewer 1:
4:30.

Speaker 1:
So she gonna be over here about 2:00 – between 2:00 and 3:00 – and we gonna sit down for a meeting – you know, everybody, the kids, everybody came from they little daily activities that they go to 'cause they may be at the Emmanuel Center, at Streets, or at Porter.
Interviewer 2:
Wow, there's a lot.

Interviewer 1:
Well, thank you so much.  You've been so –
[End of Audio]
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