
By NeNe Bafford
News Editor

On January 8, 2009, the Princeton Review 
named Rhodes College as one 
the top 50 “Best Value” private 
colleges and universities.  

The selection criteria 
for the ranking included the 
school’s academics, cost of at-
tendance, and financial aid 
packages. Students and admin-
istrators from more than 650 
colleges and universities were 
surveyed for the review, which 
was published in USA Today.

Eighty percent of Rhodes 
students receive some form 
of financial aid.  On average, 
those students who qualify for 
need-based financial aid have 
approximately 82 percent of 
their need met.  In the class 
that entered in 2008-2009, 51 
percent received a four-year 
scholarship, fellowship, or 
grant.

“Providing financial aid 
will continue to be a budget 
priority for Rhodes.  It is the 
cornerstone for our campaign 
for Rhodes,” said Rhodes presi-
dent, William Troutt.

In the past Rhodes has 
been recognized by the Prince-
ton Review as among the “Best 
368 Schools,” and “Best South-
eastern Colleges.”

“We are always pleased when others recognize 
the exceptional value of the education Rhodes pro-
vides,” said Troutt.

A tasty round-up of restrau-
rants within a 5-miles radius.
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Rhodes named ‘best value’

Upcoming Sporting Events on Campus
Friday, Feb. 6
Men’s Basketball vs. Centre College-6:00 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. Centre College-8:00 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 8
Men’s Basketball vs. DePauw University-12:00 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs. DePauw University-2:00 p.m.

As current Vice President of 
RSG I have enjoyed the pleasure 
of working for the student body. 
Now I’m excited about the possi-
bility to serve you as President & 
Student Trustee of RSG.  During 
my time as VP I have built solid 
relationships with administrative 
and faculty stakeholders. As the 
most qualifi ed and experienced 
candidate I bring the knowledge 
of the inner workings of the col-
lege along with personality to 
the position.  I am running for 
you. Transforming Rhodes back 
to a student focused institution 
can happen but it takes a good 
leader to do so. Remember a vote 
for me is a vote for your voice.

My name is Dan Schrader 
and I am a third year senator on 
Rhodes Student Government 
looking for your vote to become 
President of RSG.  I believe ex-
perience is a key element to be-
ing able to lead.  While on RSG 
I have been a member of the 
Student Services committee and 
Food Committee chair.  � ere 
is a necessity on RSG to be able 
to be organized and responsible 
and I feel that I have been able 
to develop these skills during 
my three years at Rhodes.  It is 
a priority of mine to listen to all 
opinions and work my hardest to 
please everyone.  As president, I 
would do that for you.

Aaron Fitzgerald

Dan Schrader

Candidates for RSG 
President

See more candidate profi les 
on page 4-5. And remember to 
vote on February 5. 

Honor Council President 

 I ask you to vote for me for Honor 
Council President because not only 
has my time on the council proven to 
be the most meaningful way for me 
to serve our Rhodes community, but 
my experience as a council member 
and my understanding of the honor 
system’s multi-faceted nature at work, 
means I can serve you well and imple-
ment important progress. My experi-
ence is important as it not only speaks 
to my commitment, passion, ability as 
a member, and understanding of the 
system, but also informs me of where 
the council needs to go. As president, 
my number one commitment would 
be the Rhodes community and each 
individual within it.

Bridget McCall

My name is Clarke Wise, and I’m a ris-
ing senior candidate for Honor Coun-
cil President.  I’ve served in a variety of 
campus leadership positions including 
VP of Kappa Sigma, IFC Chief Justice, 
and a member of “� e Big Diehl”, but 
serving on Honor Council has been the 
most eye-opening and most serious of 
the offi  ces I’ve held.  � e Honor Code 
is perhaps the richest tradition here, 
but it only works if the students believe 
in the system and commit to preserv-
ing a true spirit of fairness, honor, and 
integrity.  Having heard many cases, I 
can say with absolute certainty that I 
always listen thoroughly to the accused 
student before forming an opinion. 

Clarke Wise

Rhodes fi nances: 

Students who received Financial Aid Students who paid full tuition

Students who recieved fi nancial 
aid (approx 85%)

Students who paid full 
tuition (approx 15%)

...to the operating budget....
Total operating budget from 2006-2007: $58 million
Amount raised from tuition and  fees in 2006-2007: $29 million
Total spent per student in 2006-2007: $34,600

...to expenses.

Instruction Academic support Student services

Auxiliary Plant operations Institutional support

Plant Operations 
(18%)

Auxiliary (9%)

Student services (16%)

Academic support (10%)

Instruction (34%)

Institutional support (13%)

Upcoming events at Rhodes:
Feb 5-7: Vagina Monologues
Feb 9: Performance by Jazz 
musician Kirk Whalum
Feb 10: lecture by Marshawn 
Evans

From tuition....



By Paul Yacoubian
Opinion Editor

Jim Cramer has been absolutely wrong on some things and absolutely 
right on others.  While it may have been a lucky guess, he was unmistakably 
shaken when, in 2007, he yelled in reference to the looming financial crisis, 
that “Bernanke has NO IDEA!”. Ben Bernanke, Federal Reserve chairman, 
kept rates artificially low in order to stimulate the housing sector. 

The concept of “irrational exuberance,” as coined by former chairman 
Greenspan referrring to the tech-bubble, has been used by the Federal Re-
serve to propel a dead economy with 
debt financing. Bernanke and the Fed-
eral Reserve borrowed money to keep 
interest rates artificially low in order to 
stimulate invariably bad investments. 
Now our government ,which caused 
much of the problems we are facing 
today, including outrageous deficits, is 
being called asked for help by taxpay-
ers. In what amounted to maxing out 
the family credit cards, the government 
has outspent the ability of taxpayers to repay these debts and our country is 
spiraling downward.  So what really brought us to this point?

Say you worked hard all of your life and saved wealth to be invested. 
Would you invest it with a rich man who has made money for himself by 
making smart decisions for others, which created employment opportuni-
ties for those in need of work? Or would you hand it out to people in need, 
and possibly starving, in order to solve their short-term problems and run 
out of money quickly? I would prefer to invest my money where I get the 
most benefit, but our government likes to cure effects but not causes.

The idea is that if we let the banks fail, then we allow investors to realize 
that all of their investments are subject to 100% losses. This should make 
them more cautious when investing and make them more likely to conduct 
due diligence research before putting money with the financial “banksters”. 

The more oversight there is for financial firms, including banks, the better 
off the entire economy is in a way that ensures sound decision making in a 
competitive environment. If I knew that my competitor was better than I 
at a specific task, then I would not want a handicap from the government 
in order to compete. I would appreciate the government allowing everyone 
to do what they do best. This theory of specialization ensures low costs to 
consumers at the best qualities. 

As for the auto industry, let me compare it to similar situations in the 
computer industry.  eMachines makes computers that suck. They may be 

cheap, but the inconvenience of poor 
reliability is a hidden cost that makes 
it not worth the cheap price. The com-
pany should lose customers and does 
to Sony and Apple who make superior 
products and offer customers more val-
ue for the money. Would you support 
eMachines through your tax dollars to 
the government in order to give eMa-
chines the ability to continue to make 
bad management decisions, or would 

you instead recognize the superiority of the better products?
My point is that we should let the consumer decide. Let every taxpayer 

on their tax return allocate any amount of money that they see efficient to 
help bail out these failing companies. I assure you that people would agree 
that seeing these companies succeed is a priority, but they would not support 
it with their own money. In deciding against buying a Ford and instead a 
Honda I placed my money where my priorities lie. Poorly run companies 
with non-innovative products, which push consumers in the wrong direc-
tion that satisfies these new needs, should not be given crutches and life 
support.  

The real mistake will be in bailing out investors who do not demand 

“Bankruptcy serves as a high-
ly effective market mechanism 

to punish bad decision making.”
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TheAnalog or digital: What’s the verdict?

By Dean Galaro
Staff Writer

All of the obnoxious digital transition com-
mercials over the past few months might become 
bunk if Congress can agree on a date to switch 
to a mandated all-digital broadcast for televi-
sion broadcasters. The debate has been raging 
ever since Obama took office and called for a 
delay of the previously set February 17th date to 
June 12th, opening a partisan rift in the House 
where—as of the writing of this article—Repub-
licans refuse to pass the transitional bill which 
has already been passed by the Senate. The pub-
lic and lobby pressure to push this initiative back 
will most likely force the House into agreement 
and the bill should pass soon. Disregarding all of 
the D.C. politics that have snuck their way into 
this fiasco, the issue is really quite simple: it’s now 
or never.

While not an obvious question for most, 
some might be wondering what Congress has to 
do with broadcasting companies wanting to drop 
their antiquated analog signals in favor of adopt-
ing the modern digital television signal. Broad-
casts do come from private companies to indi-
viduals who pay for the service, but the airwaves 
they travel across are owned by the government. 
This means television signals fall under the juris-
diction of the FCC, which monitors and controls 
the invisible broadcast spectrum, and according 
to Congress this shutting down of analog broad-
casts will free up room in the radio spectrum for 
use with emergency services and the like whose 
communications are currently cramped. Most 
of the analog spectrum that will be freed up has 
already been sold for a government profit of $19 
billion.

So, since television broadcasting falls under 
federal jurisdiction, the government oversees the 
dropping of analog television and has, at the very 
least, bungled it up. The ongoing debate surround-
ing the delay of the transition is for two reasons: 
the fact that there are still millions of people who 
are unprepared for the switch (i.e. they have yet 
to either buy a converter box or a digital television 
subscription), and the fact that there is no money 
left to provide coupons for the aforementioned 
converter boxes. The $1.5 billion coupon project 
has been overrun by the “unforeseen” recession, 
which created higher-than-expected demand, 
leaving millions of people without coupons to 
purchase their own converter box.

This leaves us where we are now, as Congress 
debates shifting the transition back a few months 
to give a couple million people time to keep pro-
crastinating about buying their own digital con-
verter box. Honestly, if people have not gotten 
their households ready for the transition, it means 
one of two things. Either they do not watch TV 
at all or they watch it so little that they missed 
out on the commercials for the transition, mean-
ing if they lost their analog signal it would hardly 
be the end of the world since they didn’t watch 
it much to begin with. The second reason would 
be that people simply do not have the money to 
buy a converter (meaning they can’t spare $40 
per television set). If this is the case, then that 
household is probably in some dire straits, which 
means being able to watch Wheel of Fortune is 
the least of their problems right now. I completely 
understand the appeal of television, but honestly, 
there are more important things—such as food, 
clothing, and heat—that will preempt spending 
on television, meaning many people will chose to 

lose television service. 
Current thinking about the transition is 

flawed since the date is dependent upon making 
the now-standard digital signals accessible to ev-
eryone. It may be an admirable goal, but it is im-
possible. Also, as mentioned before, television is 
hardly an essential part of anyone’s daily life. The 
three main technologies that households pay for 
are phone, television, and internet; with television 
being the least important as phones are impor-
tant for communication and the internet, while 
also marginal, is important for both communi-
cation and information. Let’s remember though 
that no one truly needs television (or the internet 
for that matter). Television is a luxury product of 
the evolving age of technology and is only a part 
of our lives because it benefits our lifestyle, one 
full of quick access and instant gratification.

The digital transition is a good thing be-
cause it is a step forward from the antiquated to 
the new standards. It is also beneficial in that it 
will act as a filter for people who either do not 
care for or cannot afford television, forcing them 
to reconsider what part television plays in their 
life and how much they are willing to sacrifice to 
keep themselves attached to it. When millions of 
people are still not ready to get digital television, 
it would seem to indicate that millions of people 
do not really need television, especially against 
the current economic backdrop. The economy is 
tanking, but we’ll be damned if people go with-
out television. Delaying the digital transition is 
costing taxpayers and broadcasting companies 
millions of dollars and sapping away Congres-
sional time and effort that should be put towards 
more pressing agendas. It’s time to make the 
switch and move on.

Government failure and Stockholm Syndrome

Failure, continued on Page 3
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Bong-hit wonderkid a suspect eSolutions 
for global 
poverty

By Benjamin Lyon
Staff Writer

In an age defined by both instant grati-
fication and increasing global awareness, an 
incredible demand has risen for convenient, 
non-taxing services that can quickly connect 
assets and individuals around the world. Not 
surprisingly, of all the potential avenues for 
those services, the internet has proven to be 
among the most affective. Blending altruism 
with the path of least resistance, it has enabled 
concerned citizens worldwide to affect the lives 
of the global poor (and vice versa) with just the 
click of a mouse.  

Whether it is with a one-minute PayPal 
transfer, or a ten-minute vocabulary session 
at FreeRice.com, computer users can now in-
stantaneously transfer significant assets across 
the globe. And by taking advantage of sites like 
GlobalGiving.com or ManosDeMadres.org, 
an activist in New York can give seed capital 
directly to a micro-entrepreneur in the middle 
of the Sahara Desert or the Andean Mountains. 
Furthermore, if that same individual wants to 
save money while simultaneously helping the 
poor, they can give a no-interest loan to almost 
anyone in the world through Kiva.org.     

Of course, the transfer of money and food 
alone will not put poverty into a museum; 
knowledge, too, has to be dispersed.  With 
ever-expanding archives of (sometimes ques-
tionable) knowledge available through web-
sites like Wikipedia.org, even the poorest slum 
dweller can have the world at their fingertips. 
For example, teachers in the remotest low-
income countries can go to LessonWriter.com 
and make comprehensive ESL lessons in five 
minutes or less.      

And then there is the Blogosphere. Through 
websites like Sokwanele.com and FreeBurma.
org, the idea of free press is beginning to take 
hold in despotically ruled countries. By visit-
ing these websites and learning from the up-
to-the-minute reports of citizen-journalists 
around the world, activists in Salt Lake City 
or Chicago can petition against dictators like 
Robert Mugabe or fund (arguably) democratic 
opposition movements like the SPLM.  

Despite the seemingly endless potential 
of the internet, however, it is not a panacea.    
Global poverty is, and will always remain, 
both multifaceted and complex. Consequent-
ly, there will never be a silver bullet. Countries 
like China, aware of the fact that knowledge 
is power, will continue to censor Google.com, 
and countries with tightly controlled state 
banks will unerringly refuse to accept PayPal 
transfers. The internet means nothing to peo-
ple who have no reasonable access to a com-
puter, or who are trapped by natural disaster or 
political turmoil.  

For all its wondrous potential, the infor-
mation superhighway is still full of potholes, 
and there will always be detours and prover-
bial car wrecks to prevent the smooth flow of 
global traffic. Nonetheless, the promises made 
possible by the internet are nothing less than 
remarkable. And, with time, it can only get 
better.  

By Rami Abdoch
Staff Writer

Over the weekend, pictures surfaced on the 
internet showing Michael Phelps smoking out of 
a bong at a University of South Carolina party in 
November, just weeks after the Olympics ended. 
Supposedly, he was there to visit a girl with whom 
he was involved. One partygoer was quoted as 
saying, “He [Phelps] was out of control from the 
moment he got there.”  

If rumors are true, this news will tarnish his 
career, if not destroy it. In one fell swoop, Phelps 
has put in serious jeopardy his numerous sponsor-
ships ranging from AT&T and Speedo to VISA 
and Hilton. He netted these and six other major 
corporate sponsors before even winning his 8th 
medal at the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. 
His annual income on just these sponsorships 
alone ranged from approximately $3 million to 
$5 million. 

He could have lived quite comfortably off 
of these sponsorship proceeds and maintained 
his hero status. Not out of pride or vanity, but 
rather out of a willingness to offer encouragement 
to those who look up to him. He is still an ex-
ceptional athlete, arguably the best in the world, 
and no one questions this. The problem is that, 
in being situated in the position of role model, 
whether he wanted to or not, he has tainted his 
status in a way that can never be fully repaired. 
He has, essentially, neglected the responsibility 
that comes with such status. People may object to 
this and argue that “nobody is perfect” or “it only 
happened once” or what have you. 

The action itself – smoking marijuana – is 
not so much the issue, as him being seen doing 
it and how that affects the mainstream percep-

tion of doing drugs in general, given his star sta-
tus. This is why I urge the reader to look at this 
holistically, in light of the context we are dealing 
with, and not just a single act of some guy tak-
ing a hit. Furthermore, this is not the first time 

he has been caught in a compromising situation 
after a moment of glory. After the 2004 Olym-
pics in Athens, the star swimmer was arrested on 
a drunken driving charge – he was only 19 at the 
time. Even if he was going to go out and do these 
actions, the least he could do is present a measure 

of discretion, as opposed to entirely patent, even 
gaudy about what he did. 

I would ask this, however: are his actions 
really that surprising? This is the reality of a su-
perficial culture that glorifies image and has lost 
any sense of morality. Why should Phelps bother 
trying to act as some type of a responsible moral 
person if he is content with running damage 
control and making sure he can maintain most 
of his sponsorships? He ought to work to prove 
his sincerity through his apology, in one way or 
another. The sponsors themselves are only in it 
for the money to begin with: if they think they 
can still make money despite Phelps battered im-
age, they will continue to sponsor him regardless. 
One finds that there is rarely any serious ques-
tioning of celebrities or prominent figures in gen-
eral when they perform disparaging actions, even 
if those actions are against the law. More weight 
should be placed on these figures because they 
are viewed in the public eye – unjustifiably so in 
most cases – as people to be imitated. Their ac-
tions have consequences above and beyond just 
a fine here, or a probation there. And even when 
people do speak out against him, it is usually only 
out of some base desire to maintain a surface 
morality. They will only criticize Phelps only as 
far as he is considered, not bothering to internal-
ize what they have said and put a check on their 
own actions. This is blatant hypocrisy, and this is 
why the status quo remains as such. If society, as 
a whole, were to sincerely foster people in critiqu-
ing others in a constructive way, (not just trying 
to tear them down), perhaps there is a way to ben-
efit from their experiences, so as to make better 
choices in the future as an individual. 

Courtesy Paul Yacoubian

Artist’s rendering of how event  
transpired that November night.

the highest standards for management of the companies, including direc-
tion and focus. When investors stop placing money with these bad bets, the 
stock price will reflect it accordingly. The market will do its job. 

When banks “go under” after making bad loans and buying into a 
bubble by making bad assumptions, the banks should fail. The problem 
with banks has been that owners of banks are those who invest their money 
in the banks, nearly every citizen of the United States.  Iceland has already 
seen the effects of an entire country invested in the banking sector. In order 
for owners to see their investments fail and for the market to work accord-
ingly, there will be inevitable pains to bank depositors. I am not exactly sure 
how many bank panics it is going to take before EVERYONE realizes that 
banks are NOT risk-free options to investing wealth.  

This year, nearly 33% of all federal taxes collected are going to go to 
companies who failed. Does this seem like a good idea in terms of long-term 
sustainability? At a time when everyone is doing so poorly because of these 
firms, does it seem wise to give them more money to waste? This is a funda-
mental flaw that these failed companies are using to their advantage to risk 
more money. After being bailed out, AIG employees lost an additional $10 
billion in bets made that were nearly worthless. Without consequences to 
for failure, logical actions become irrational. At the promise of government 
subsidies on “toxic” mortgage assets, banks ceased trying to sell their assets 
and the markets failed. The “Too Big to Fail” flaw of inevitable government 
intervention will continue to plague our economy and government so long 
as we let it.

The inextricable linkage between commercial, consumer and govern-
mental transactions lead me to believe that without a foundation of behav-
ioral economics, we can never find the true cause of whatever problems we 
may be facing. Additionally, the market failures that caused these problems 
must be corrected at the foundation in order for the financial system to re-
cover. Just as House would rather spend time looking for the cause and not 
the symptoms, we must seek to get to the bottom of the nation’s troubles.

When a private corporation mismanages the resources of the own-
ers, it declares bankruptcy. Bankruptcy serves as a highly effective market 
mechanism to punish bad decision making. However when our govern-
ment makes bad decisions, like altering market interest rates to stimulate 

unnecessary homebuilding, it has true stimulating consequences. While we 
may all appreciate feel-good stimulation, it often comes at an inappropriate 
time. Without government intervention, market forces correct themselves 
to a large extent, especially now with rapid electronic trading vehicles. 

Finally, I must say, “Do not let the government fool you.” As the late-
great Milton Friedman put it, we cannot count on government to make 
good decisions with our money for the reason of four types of spending. The 
following examples are not all original to me.  

The first type of spending is a person spending money on his self. The 
choices that he makes are as good for him as possible, and he gets what he 
wants.

The second type of spending is a person spending his own money on 
someone else.  Think of all of the gifts you have gotten. I doubt you would 
have bought the same things for yourself. When I buy gifts for someone else, 
I have imperfect information as to what they really want, so I make a guess 
and go with it.

The third type of spending is when a person spends someone else’s 
money on himself. This is equivalent to going to lunch on the company 
credit card. People tend to spend more than when they have to pay for it 
themselves. Other examples include current stories on excessive spending by 
company executives involved in the bailout. Lavish parties, expensive toilets, 
and drapes are all examples of a person spending someone else’s money on 
himself. This spending, in my opinion, is even less effective than the second 
type since there is no caution on the amount spent. 

The fourth type of spending is when a person spends someone else’s 
money on other people. Not only is it not his money that he is spending, 
but he has no idea how it will benefit these other people: this is government 
spending. This is why our government is as bloated and as out-of-touch as it 
is. We are now seeing our elected senators spending tens of billions of dollars 
without batting an eyelash. It is not surprising that these people are willing 
to give friends multi-billion dollar government contracts for unnecessary 
projects while others such as three of Obama’s appointees have cheated on 
their own taxes. Because we cannot prevent this fourth type of spending, we 
must find popular support to limit the size of our government. If only we 
didn’t have to rely on the government to rescue us from problems that they 
created, then we would not all be the victims of Stockholm Syndrome.

Failure, continued from Page 2
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I am a junior and I have served on the Honor Coun-
cil as a class representative since 2007.  Since coming 
to Rhodes after almost 20 years in a different coun-
try on a different continent, representing students 
on the Honor Council has been one of my most 
meaningful and defining experiences.  I believe 
that the Honor Code is one of the social glues that 
hold together the entire community of students and 
faculty, and it is one of the things that really makes 
Rhodes an institution, rather than merely a school 
to get your diploma from. I promise to be as fair and 
dedicated member of the Honor Council as I hope 
have always been.

Hello everyone!  I am Kelly Gillean and I’m run-
ning for Honor Council Vice President.  I’m from 
Little Rock, AR and the Honor Code was a large 
part of why I was drawn to Rhodes two years ago.  
I’ve served on the Council as a voting member for a 
year and seen a number of cases from every end of 
the spectrum.  I’ve helped the current Vice President 
Liz Sharpe, to maintain the Honor Council bulle-
tin board in the mail room, and am well versed in 
the duties and responsibilities of the position.  I am 
certain I would do a great job and I would really ap-
preciate your vote on February 5th.  Thanks!

 The Vice-President is responsible for oiling the gears 
of the Honor System so that they continue to func-
tion in a just, responsible, efficient way. I am the 
perfect candidate for this position, because of my 
experience, background, and passion.I am a zealous 
member, serving the council in every role available to 
me, and I frequently engage fellow students, faculty 
and staff in discussion about the honor code. I have 
a full year’s more experience on the council than two 
of my three opponents.  When it comes time to cast 
your vote, please choose me, Allen Pierce for your 
Honor Council Vice President. 

I am running for the position of Honor Council 
Vice-President in order to continue my service to 
the Rhodes community.  Of all my involvements 
at Rhodes—including my position as treasurer of 
the Interfraternity Council, my job in the library, 
and my participation in RUF and Tuesday fellow-
ship—my membership on the Honor Council 
is the activity of which I am most proud.  I have 
been privileged enough to serve on the Council this 
year, and I take the ideals of the Honor Code very 
seriously.  I am running for the position of Vice-
President only because I feel that it is in the best 
interest of the college to do so.  I would very much 
appreciate your vote.

Alex Bahnev

Kelly Gillean

Allen Pierce

Evan Tyler

Matt McCullochI’m running for RSG Vice President because I want to 
make RSG a more communicative, efficient body.  I 
hear so many students asking, “what does RSG even 
do?”  As Vice President I will hold Senators & Offi-
cers responsible for their actions—and lack of action.  
I also want to be a representative to the administration 
of student opinions concerning social policies.  I feel 
that my experience as RSG Campus Outreach Com-
mittee Chair has prepared me well for this position.  
Moreover, I feel that my relationships with Indepen-
dents as well as Greeks give me a balanced perspective 
on Rhodes’ student life.

RSG Vice President 

Grace Weil
Hi y’all! My name is Grace Weil and I am running 
for Vice President of RSG. I currently serve as RSG 
Secretary, member of the RSG Internal Affairs com-
mittee and Rhodes Activities Board (RAB), and Vice 
President of Alpha Omicron Pi. I was the President of 
Student Council at my high school, which had more 
students than Rhodes. Because of my experience in 
various leadership positions, I believe that I would 
make an excellent RSG Vice President. As RSG Vice 
President this opportunity and position mean the 
world to me, and I promise that if I am elected, I will 
do my best to make Rhodes as amazing as possible.

SRC Vice President 

Grant Monda 
My name is Grant Monda, I am a current junior and 
I'm asking you to re-elect me for SRC Vice President. 
Over the past year I have had the honor of serving 
Rhodes in this capacity. I am prepared to continue 
to uphold the traditions of the Constitution that we 
all hold so important while still being considerate and 
understanding of others. During this past year I have 
focused my efforts to help ensure that the SRC is fair 
and balanced in every decision we make. Based on 
last year and through my involvement on campus I 
will positively serve Rhodes as the SRC Vice Presi-
dent. Please re-elect Grant Monda for SRC Vice Presi-
dent, thank you.

I am a sophomore and I am majoring in interna-
tional studies and history from Tupelo, Mississippi. 
I care about other people and I am willing to work 
hard. I have been part of the SRC since freshman 
year and I want to become the vice president of SRC 
because I make logical but thoughtful decisions. I 
understand that when students come to the SRC 
that our decisions can really affect students and I 
will not take the responsibility lightly. Beyond this 
I am funny guy who has a passion for all kinds of 
food, and rarely get a chance to sleep. Vote for me if 
want a change.

Jon Schwartz

Honor Council Vice President 
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CampusSafety
January 25-31, 2009

01/25 
12:24 am: Campus Safety responded to a suspicious person call in East Village parking 
lot.  Upon arrival, no one found.
 4:47 am: Report to Campus Safety of a damaged door in Robinson Hall; Campus Safety 
responded.

01/26 
12:08 pm: Suspicious person observed on University looking into cars.  Subject was 
followed by Campus Safety and observed on surveillance camera entering Evergreen 
Presbyterian Church. 
12:25 pm: Call from an employee of Evergreen Church stating that her cell phone had 
been stolen.  � is  employee stated that a person had entered the church soliciting and 
was suspected of taking this home.  MPD notifi ed.
12:35 pm: � eft suspect observed and detained by Campus Safety in area. Victim’s cell 
phone in his possession.  Subject turned over to MPD. 

01/28  
8:53 pm: Call from a student requesting assistance with a frozen door; offi  cer respond-
ed. 

01/29
11:28 pm: Report of a broken window in the southwest corner of the BCLC sports com-
plex; worker order fi led and maintenance notifi ed.

01/30
10:05 pm: Suspicious person riding a bicycle on University Street looking in car win-
dows; subject followed by Campus Safety until he was clearly out of the area.

SRC President: Peter Zanca 
I’m Peter Zanca, and I would like to be your SRC President for the 2009-2010 school year.  After serv-
ing on the SRC for nearly three years now, I believe I have gained the experience necessary to lead the 
council as President in the coming year.  

2010 Class Council President: Whitney Faust 
I’m Whitney Faust, and I’m a junior International Business major.  I’m from Slidell, Louisiana.  
� roughout my time here at Rhodes I have been active in Academic Advisory Council, Peer Minis-
try Council, Chi Omega, the Envision leadership program, and the Rhodes Student Associates Pro-
gram.  

2010 Class Council Vice President: Priyanka Chatterjee
My name is Priyanka Chatterjee, and I am running for 2010 Class Council Vice President.  I am a 
member of Chi Omega, the secretary for RICE and HOLA, and a Chemistry Lab TA.  

2011 Class Council President: Bill Bell 
My name is Bill Bell and I am running for 2011 Class Council President. I currently serve as sopho-
more president and have enjoyed watching the council take shape since mid-November. 

2011 Class Council Vice President: Stephen Spainhour
My name is Stephen Spainhour, and I hope to continue to represent the class of 2011 by serving as the 
Vice President for our class on the class council. I have participated in student government previously, 
and was the Vice President of the class of 2011 for the 2008-2009 academic year. 

2012 Class Council President: Max Hardy 
Hi, my name is Max Hardy and I am running for reelection into the presidency of the 2012 Class 
Council. I am looking to bring to Rhodes the skills I acquired in high school. 

2012 Class Council Vice President: Adam Rivkin
My name is Adam Rivkin and I am running for the position of 2012 Class Council Vice President. 
During high school, I was the president of several clubs, a frequent contributor and editor for my alma 
mater’s literary and arts magazine, and was involved in the organization and execution of several large-
scale community service projects. 

Profi les for uncontested positions
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At some point during this semester, we will all get � e Hunger.  � e thought of the Rat or the Lair and the same routine, laxative-laced food we receive from both will make us shudder.  
McDonald’s, Wendy’s, Burger King, KFC—nothing from these menus will solve � e Hunger slowly working its way from the pit of the stomach to the heart of the soul.  � e Hunger needs 
something diff erent, something new that will dance on the taste-buds that have been downtrodden by monotony and free us from the chains of our own experience.  

But where do we go?  We have thin patience and even thinner wallets, and � e Hunger is not something that rests easy on the mind.  Personally, I always end up at Subway with a Chicken, 
Bacon, Ranch toasted sub, broken by my aching stomach and lack of imagination when it comes to restaurant selection.  To keep you from weeping over your fi ve-dollar foot-long, here are six 
nearby restaurants to help you fi nd that new place that will sate your Hunger.     

I would walk 5(00) miles to fi nd a new place to eat

THERE IS ONLY ONE 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI MBA. 

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS TO GET THERE.

www.olemissbusiness.com/mba
contact Bethany Cooper 662.915.5483

on-line, part time & evening classes available

A PROGRESSIVE APPROACH 
TO TRADITIONAL BUSINESS

The University of Mississippi
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

MBA PROGRAM

Rhodes bike ad:Ole Miss Bike Ad  1/26/09  5:26 PM  Page 1

3 out of 4 Rhodes students drink 
once a week or lessFACT:

Core Alcohol and Drug Survey, Fall 2007 n=554

“THERE’S SO MUCH I WANT TO  
SEE AND D0  

AROUND MEMPHIS,  
A N D  T H E R E ’ S  A L W A Y S  

SOMETHING HAPPENING  
ON CAMPUS.

2390 Summer Ave.
.76 miles from Rhodes

By Janie Logan
Staff  Writer

Best Wings of Memphis 
is a restaurant that is very 
upfront about its strengths.  
Sure, they have other stuff  like 
burgers and fried catfi sh, but 
it was crowded with people 
when I went for lunch.  � ey 
were all ordering wings.

� ese aren’t the tiny, fi n-
ger-sized wings, either.  It’s the whole wing.  � ey are served soaked in the 
sauce of your choice—hot BBQ, hot honey, honey glaze, etc.—with a side 
of ranch dressing, carrots, and celery.  I myself had the honey glaze (I’m 
weak when it comes to spicy foods), and they were delicious and messy.

� e restaurant itself is not much of a restaurant.  It is more like a 
concession stand.  � ere are a couple tables, but most people seemed to be 
taking their food to go.  � e food is inexpensive and unassuming, delivered 
to you in a Styrofoam box.

� e point is, Best Wings of Memphis knows what it does well and 
sticks to it.  � ey have listed on the menu their party sized trays with any-
where between 50 and 700 wings.  � is place is clearly a neighborhood fa-
vorite (it is located on Summer next to the Subway and the Family Dollar), 
and if you like wings, you are sure to enjoy.

Ralph MacDonald/The Sou’wester

1. Best Wings of Memphis
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2946 Poplar Ave.
2.56 miles from Rhodes

By Janie Logan
Staff Writer

Pho Saigon offers Vietnamese cuisine, aspects of which taste good, but on the whole, this restaurant is just a confusing experience.
For starters, most of the staff does not speak English.  My waiter had to keep coming back and forth from the kitchen with a menu 

to point out to me what was available.  I thought I should order the “pho,” a beef noodle soup that was the specialty there.  What I failed 
to understand from the menu was that the soup comes out in a gallon bowl that could feed an entire army.  So, in addition to what I 
ordered for my meal, it was way too much food.

The entrees there are pretty cheap—you can get almost anything for less than $8.00.  They have a wide range of soup, noodle, and 
rice dishes with various types of meat.  I had rice with pork.  The pork was fantastic and flavorful, while the rice was strange and slimy.  
The plate was also piled with bean sprouts, cucumbers, jalapenos, and lemons.  I had no idea to do with all that stuff, so I left the res-
taurant having eaten little more than the pork and a few sips of the soup.

Located on Poplar next to the McDonald’s I would say, go there if you know how to navigate your way around a Vietnamese menu.  
Otherwise, stick to someplace a little more straightforward.

Ralph MacDonald/The Sou’wester

1354 Madison Ave.
2.28 miles from Rhodes

By Ralph MacDonald
Associate Editor and A&E 

Editor
The first thing I noticed when 

walking into Bruno’s was the mid-
day sun shining onto the hideous 
yellow walls, sending my mind 
reluctantly back to the horrible 
diner on the ground floor of a Bir-
mingham nursing home where we 
always took my great-great Aunt 
Nona before she died.  Bruno’s is a little more kid-friendly, at least as far as the drawing on 
the table situation goes, and the restaurant in general seems to be geared towards family 
dining.

Virtually every entrée is under ten dollars and comes with soup/salad and some quality 
breadsticks.  My soup tasted like warmed-up Hunt’s with vegetables thrown in, and given its 
preparation time, I would not hesitate to guess this was the case.  However, my lasagna won 
high marks for presentation and was delicious in its massive glory.  Despite the relatively 
low prices, Bruno’s does not skimp out on portion size.  It was all I could do to come even 
close to finishing off my meal.

Ralph MacDonald/The Sou’wester

5. Bruno’s Italina Restaurant

2013 Madison Ave.
1.66 miles from Rhodes

By Ralph MacDonald
Associate Editor and

A&E Editor
The exterior of Kwik Check 

Food Store (located next to Wiz-
ard’s on Madison) is unimpres-
sive enough to keep nearly any 
uninformed hungry person mov-
ing.  However, inside is one of the 
more surprisingly good delis in the 
town.  It may seem odd ordering 
sandwiches in what has every look 
of the inside of a gas station, but in 
a strange way the lack of décor makes the sandwiches that much better, in the same way one 
might idolize a new favorite singer they found at Newbies.  

Famous for their gyros, the deli has twelve different types of specialty sandwiches, all 
of which comes with a wealth of different ingredients.  I personally sampled the Reuben, 
which was surprisingly good considering that it cost only five dollars.  All of the ingredients 
tasted fresh, the sandwich was perfectly toasted, and I had my food in about ten minutes 
after waiting behind five other costumers.  Asking around, it appears that Kwik-Check has 
a pretty solid base of devoted costumers, and my experience affirms what they tell me: great 
sandwiches for next to nothing—a very easy concept to get behind.

Ralph MacDonald/The Sou’wester

2. Kwik Check
2097 Madison Ave.
1.82 miles from Rhodes

By Ralph MacDonald
Associate Editor and A&E Editor

Located on Madison Avenue 
next door to Memphis Pizza Café 
and across the street from Studio on 
the Square, Golden India is a small, 
intimate establishment, especially 
compared to other Midtown Indian 
food favorite, India Palace.  Golden 
India’s ambiance is rather lacking 
and the décor consists of simple 
red linen tablecloths and several se-
quined and beaded cloth illustrations 
mounted upon the walls.  However, 
what Golden India lacks in decora-
tive flair, it more than makes up for with its delicious menu, comprised of a variety of 
seafood, lamb, and chicken dishes as well as plenty of vegetarian options and Indian staples 
like naan bread and samosas.  When I went, I ordered chicken coconut korma, specifying 
my preference for mild flavor whereas my dining partner preferred the chicken madras, a 
spicier dish.  The kitchen was very accommodating and both were cooked according to our 
requests and while the portions looked small, they were very filling.  Beyond the traditional 
Indian dishes, the menu also features several unexpected sweet treats including delectable 
rice pudding and pistachio ice cream as well as Mango Lassi, a yogurt-like beverage that is 
an ideal conclusion to the meal.  We were seated promptly and our service was efficient but 
the servers were not particularly inviting, warm, or friendly.  Most entrees cost between ten 
and thirteen dollars but the food is more than worth it.

Ralph MacDonald/The Sou’wester

3. Golden India

237 S. Cooper St.
2.2 miles from Rhodes

By Ralph MacDonald
Associate Editor and A&E 

Editor
Barksdale Restaurant is 

what I would expect to walk 
into if I was in any small town 
in Oklahoma.  Pictures and 
paraphernalia line the nearly in-
visible wood-paneled wall, with 
a giant American flag stretched 
out in the middle of the entire 
collage.  The place was packed 
for Saturday lunch in a way that 
I had previously only seen in 
college town diners.  The food was priced small town-style as well, with a sizeable breakfast 
available for easily less than six dollars.  The food was mainly very solid: their main breakfast 
courses all involve eggs, which were very soft and fresh.  The biscuits were reminiscent of 
home-cooked meals and the bacon was properly charred, at least to my liking.  The only 
complaint I had about the entire meal was my order of cheese grits, which only contained a 
few smatterings of actual cheese, but was still tasty in its own right.  Barksdale has a college-
town, down-home kind of feeling to it that most of Memphis lacks, and is a nice escape to 
the quiet, rural south from the constant activity of the city.     

Ralph MacDonald/The Sou’wester

4. Barksdale Restaurant

6. Pho Saigon 
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By Ralph MacDonald
Associate Editor

1. The BCS has got to go, but real hypocrites 
vote AP. In 2003, an 11-1 USC Trojans team was 
left out of the BCS title game in favor of LSU 
and Oklahoma, both of whom had one loss. LSU 
ended up winning the BCS championship, but 
the Trojans were named the AP champions after 
beating Michigan in the Rose Bowl. Now Utah, 
the only team to finish the year undefeated, is left 
almost completely ignored by the AP poll. Utah 
played non-conference games with Alabama, 
Michigan, and Oregon State to go along with a 
Mountain West Conference schedule that man-
aged to whoop up on the Pac 10 during the regu-
lar season. The fact that Utah was not allowed 
to play for the BCS national championship was 
an inevitable tragedy of a flawed system—the 
reality that their season is not recognized by an 
organization that can and has recognized lesser 
seasons is an example of rampant stupidity and 
big-conference bias.

2.  The Big 10 and Big East are the red-head-
ed step-twins of the entire BCS. West Virginia 
scored possibly the biggest non-conference win of 
the entire season for the Big East by beating 8-4 
North Carolina (take your pick over Iowa, Notre 
Dame, and Navy). With West Virginia having 
a down year and Cincinnati losing to Virginia 
Tech in the Orange Bowl, the Big East now looks 
like the Pac 10 sans USC. For its part, the Big 10 
lost two more BCS games and managed to go 1-6 
overall in bowl play. It is one thing to not be able 
to play with the BCS’ big boys, but the Big 10 
now looks sad from top to bottom.

3.  The Big 12 proved to be tremendously 
overrated. Oklahoma lost. Texas needed a last-
minute touchdown against an Ohio State team 
that usually craps its compression shorts against 
competent teams, Texas Tech got beat by a 
four-loss Ole Miss team, and Oklahoma State 
dropped the Holiday bowl to Oregon—a pretty 
unimpressive record for the top of any league.  
Some leagues are built on the weakness of the 
bottom rather than strength at the top, and that 
was clearly the case with the Big 12 this year.  

4. We should not be overly impressed with 
the Pac 10’s 5-0 bowl performance. The only 
nearly-impressive game was USC’s first-half romp 
over Penn State—a team that everyone knew had 
coasted on an easy schedule and was a double-
digit underdog going into the Rose bowl. When 
your conference’s weak, regular season leaves you 
with only five bowl-eligible teams, one premier 
bowl appearance, and a contractual obligation to 
play a Big 10 team in the BCS, then you cannot 
salvage fourteen weeks of wretchedness with five 
games.  

5. Alabama gave the SEC a black eye—but 
there still is not a better conference. The SEC has 
now won three consecutive national champion-
ships; and wins by LSU, Georgia, Vanderbilt, and 
Ole Miss helped redeem the oft-maligned middle 
of the league. The Big 12 was proven fraudulent, 
the Big 10 was confirmed as little-league, the 
ACC is only relevant from November through 
March, the Big East continues to be a joke, and 
the Pac 10 continues to be a one-team league.  

By Peter Zanca
Staff Writer

Michael Heisley has duped me once again. 
For what seems to be the millionth time now, he 
has fooled me into believing that he has any re-
mote concern for the welfare and success of the 
Memphis Grizzlies as a professional franchise.  
As the team’s owner and primary decision mak-
er, Heisley has already shown me—for years—
that he has no discernible understanding of the 
game of basketball. However his recent firing of 
Coach Marc Iavaroni and hiring of Lionel Hol-
lins would make even the most casual basketball 
fans scratch their heads.

Let me start with the fact that Heisley was 
right to fire Iavaroni. Despite coming to the 
Grizzlies— his first head coaching job—with a 
great pedigree from the Phoenix Suns, Iavaroni 
was never able to create any sort of identity with 
his young team. Because of his association with 
former Suns coach Mike D’Antoni, Iavaroni 
was expected to bring an exciting, high-scoring 
offense to Memphis that would, at the very least, 
give fans something to watch. What Iavaroni 
found upon arrival was a ragtag group of players 
with very little scoring capability. Shooters were 
few and far between, and only one or two guys 

could create their own shots. With limited re-
sources, of course Iavaroni struggled in his first 
season.

This season, however, has been a different 
story. With a full 82-game season under his 
belt, Iavaroni was expected to have matured 
as a coach. Nevertheless, many of his line-ups 
and his defensive match-ups continued to be 
absolutely baffling. He failed to find a way to 
connect with his players on and off the court. 
Most importantly, he failed to show signs of im-
provement from the previous season, despite the 
marked emergence of rookies O.J. Mayo and 
Marc Gasol. There was no flow to his offense—
just a lot of bad shots by Mayo and Rudy Gay. 
Defense continued to be an issue, in spite of hir-
ing assistant Kevin O’Neill as a sort of defensive 
coordinator.

So Iavaroni had to be let go. He was unable 
to live up to his hype of bringing a high-octane 
offense to Memphis. But then again, without 
the proper players, he essentially had his hands 
tied behind his back. And after Heisley brought 
him here to run and gun, what did he do? Heis-
ley forced Iavaroni to hire O’Neill and focus on 
defense. So as far as Iavaroni goes, his failure in 
Memphis may not totally be his fault. But that 

doesn’t change the fact that he needed to go—
his coaching system was obviously broken be-
yond repair.

Enter Lionel Hollins. A former Grizzlies 
assistant and interim head coach, Hollins actu-
ally has a less impressive résumé than any previ-
ous Grizzlies head coach. In two stints as the 
interim, he went a combined 18-46. It appears 
that Hollins has not been hired because of his 
coaching experience, but instead to connect 
with these young players and forge some sort of 
identity among them. His success will likely not 
be evaluated so much by wins and losses, but 
rather, how much overall improvement the team 
shows night in and night out.

Unfortunately, it looks as if Hollins will be 
faced with the same problems as Iavaroni. In 
hiring Hollins, Heisley has asked him to focus 
on offense and have the team run more. Sound 
familiar? It’ll only be a matter of time before 
Heisley shows his lack of basketball IQ and his 
lack of commitment to this franchise by asking 
Hollins (or his replacement) to focus on defense. 
Of course, at the rate that Heisley’s moves are 
bringing fans into the stands, I can only hope 
the Grizzlies are still around for me to see that 
day.

By Andrew Mullins Williams
Staff Writer

Super Bowl Commercials: Doritos, Budweiser shine among bleak lineup
In case you missed it, Super Bowl XLIII was arguably the best and most exciting game 

ever. Even for those of us with no invested team interest, the game proved to be both entertain-
ing and a valid excuse to not finish Monday’s homework.  

However, now that the actual game part of the Super Bowl is over, the excessive critiquing 
and viewing of the commercials can commence. 

Even with the economy in a recession and record prices of about 3 million dollars, Super 
Bowl commercials 
are still one of the 
most appealing (and 
often times the most 
entertaining) as-
pects of Super Bowl 
Sunday—especially 
since the halftime 
show has lost most 
of its luster in re-
cent years. While 
the overall quality of 
the ads dropped sig-
nificantly this year, 
there was still a good 
handful that made 
watching worth-
while. 

The first big 
winner was Doritos. 
Their “Crystal Ball” ad in the first quarter really got my hopes up for a solid lineup of Super 
Bowl commercials. Although other companies missed the memo, Doritos backed their first ad 
up with their “ATM” commercial, proving that Anheuser Bush isn’t the only company that 
understands how to create a good Super Bowl commercial. 

On that note, both Budweiser and Bud Light beer commercials stepped up to the plate 
and delivered quality performances. Normally, I am not a fan of horses prancing around on 
my television set while I am trying to watch a football game; however, this year Budweiser 
changed it up a bit and made its trademark Clydesdale Horses do more than gallop around for 
30 seconds. 

Bud Light actually had a down year, but so did everyone else—so, by default, they were 
still more entertaining than the rest. While I enjoyed Conan dancing around on a fake Swedish 
commercial, and the man getting thrown out of the building had its moment also, this year 
provided nothing that made me want to spend my Sunday night on YouTube.  

Lucky for us, the game itself stole the spotlight and I suppose that is how it should be. 

Iavaroni out, Hollins in the house Five things 
bowl season 
taught us

By Onalee Carson
Sports Editor

The Lady Lynx were successful in their 
match-ups against Hendrix and Millsaps this 
weekend, while their male counterparts didn’t 
fare so well. The women recorded a 66-62 
win over Hendrix on Saturday and returned 
to Mallory Gym to beat Millsaps 73-65 on 
Sunday.  They are currently 12-8 on the sea-
son and 5-5 in conference play. 

The men, on the other hand, suffered 
two more SCAC losses—losing to Hendrix 
65-83 and Millsaps 79-84. The Lynx current 
record stands at 7-12 overall and 1-9 in confer-
ence games.

Both teams look to liven up their records 
with conference games against Centre College 
and DePauw University this weekend.

Noelle Smith/The Sou’wester

Junior guard Becky Atnip 
drives past an opponent at Sun-
day’s 73-65 win over Millsaps.

Rhodes 
basketball

Super commercials

photo courtesy of youtube

Doritos “Crystal Ball” commercial topped this year’s favor-
ite Super Bowl ads.


