
 
 Research Methods  
 
Professor: Carla Shirley      ANSO 261  
Office: Clough Hall, 103      Fall 2003   
Office Phone#: 843-3934      MWF 1:50-2:50pm   
E-mail: shirleyc@rhodes.edu      Class: Clough 100  
Office Hours: MW 3-5pm; T 1:30-2:30    Lab: Buckman 212 
 
 
Course Description and Course Objective:
 
This is the first in the Anthropology-Sociology two-course sequence in Research Methods. This 
course provides a general introduction to the research process by addressing issues on research 
design, data collection, basic analysis of data, and interpretation of results.  We will cover a wide 
range of methodological approaches, including surveys, historical and archival techniques, 
experiments, content analysis, intensive interviewing, and field work.  During this course, 
students will read materials describing and employing these methods; conduct social research 
using several of the methods; and write reports on consuming, conducting, and critiquing social 
research. 
 
Course grades will be based on exams, writing assignments, and lab exercises. Daily attendance 
and active participation in both class and lab are mandatory and will be taken into account in 
determining the final course grade.  
 
Readings
 
Instead of assigning a dry methods text, I opted for a collection of research articles that 
demonstrates the different concepts and methods we will cover.  As a result, we will spend some 
time each week addressing the assigned material.  Therefore, you should come to class prepared 
to discuss the readings in relation to the lecture material.  I understand that some of these articles 
are statistically and/or theoretically complicated.  In these cases, I urge you to simply do your 
best and to see me if you have any questions. 
 
 
Grading
 
Writing Assignments   25% 
Presentation      5% 
Labs Exercises   10% 
Exam I     20% 
Exam II    20%  
Exam III    20% 
 
Grading Scale
 
A+   98-100  B+   87-89  C+    77-79  D+    67-69         F    59 or lower      
A     93-97  B     83-86  C      73-76  D      63-66 
A-    90-92  B-    80-82  C-     70-72  D-    60-62 
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Course Requirements
 
1.  Attendance and Participation: You are expected to attend and participate in class and 

in lab.  You can miss up to 3 days of class or lab for any reason with no penalty.  
Regardless of the reasons for absences:  For every class or lab missed after three 
absences, students will have 3 points subtracted from their final grade.  

  
2. Assignments: There are three writing assignments that will build upon each other to 

comprise a research proposal.  Guidelines for the assignments will be handed out in class. 
The first assignment is due September 29th, the second assignment is due November 
24th, and the third assignment is due December 5th; turn in all assignments at the 
beginning of class.  You will also do a class presentation on your research proposal at the 
end of the semester.  Guidelines for the presentations will be handed out in class and the 
presentation dates will be assigned. 

 
3.   Lab Exercises: You are required to attend lab each Friday.  There will be no labs during 

the week of exams.  These lab periods will give you a chance to apply and practice the 
concepts and methodologies we have discussed in class. Some of the lab exercises will 
provide you with an introduction to data analysis with computers and the opportunity to 
familiarize yourself with SPSS, a common statistical package for social science research. 
You will need to bring a 3.5 inch disk to class each lab.  This disk will contain data files 
that you will need to use in lab.  Each lab, you will complete short exercises during the 
lab period and hand them at the end of lab to be graded. The exercises will be handed out 
at the beginning of each lab.  You must complete these exercises even if you are absent 
on lab day. 

 
4.   Exams: Exam I will be on Wednesday, October 1st, Exam II will be on Monday, 

October 27th and Exam III will be on Saturday, December 13th.  The exams will 
consist of multiple choice, short answer, identification, and essay questions. The exam 
material will cover the lectures, readings, films, and guest speakers. The last two exams 
will not be cumulative in terms of the readings, films, and guest speakers, but they will 
require some knowledge of the lecture material from the first part of the semester. 
 

   Make-up exams will only be allowed in the event of a documented emergency.  If you  
      cannot take the exam for any reason, you must contact me prior to the exam.  Failure to 

do so may mean that you will not be able to take a make-up exam. 
 
 
Course Guidelines
 
1.   Please avoid disrupting class by arriving late or leaving early.   
 
2.   You are responsible for all announcements and assignments made in class. 
 
3.   You are required to check your e-mail once a day for any updates from me. 
 
4.   If anyone has special needs that require modification of seating, testing, or other class      

 requirements, please contact me in the beginning of the semester and provide 
documentation from disability services, so that suitable accommodations can be made. 

 
 



   5.     Make-up exams will only be allowed in the event of a documented emergency.  If you  
       cannot take the exam for any reason, you must contact me prior to the exam.  Failure to do so  
          may mean that you will not be able to take a make-up exam.   

 
6.       Academic misconduct and dishonesty (such as cheating or plagiarism) will not be 

tolerated and will be dealt with according to the Honor Code.   
 
7.   The following reading and lecture schedules are subject to revisions, however, the exam 

dates and the assignment due dates will remain the same. 
 
 
Class Schedule     
 
Date   Topic 
 
August 27  Introduction to the Course 

 
August 29  The Research Design 
 
September 1  No classes:  Labor Day 
 
September 3,5,8 Measurement 

Bianchi et al.: “Is Anyone Doing the Housework? Trends in the Gender 
Division of Household Labor”  

 
September 10, 12, 15 Causality 

Pavalko and Artis: “Women’s Caregiving and Paid Work: Causal 
Relationships in Later Midlife” 

Stack and Gundlach: “The Effect of Country Music on Suicide” 
 
September 17, 19, 22 Sampling 

Wright: “The Mentally Ill Homeless: What is Myth and What is Fact?” 
Snow et al.: “On the Precariousness of Measuring Insanity in Insane Contexts” 
Piliavin: “Estimating Mental Illness Among the Homeless: The Effects of 
   Choice-Based Sampling” 

 
September 24, 26 Research Ethics 

Ellis: “Emotional and Ethical Quagmires in Returning to the Field”  
Allen: “Spies Like Us: When Sociologists Deceive Their Subjects” 
 (Copy on reserve at Library and in the department.) 

 
September 29  Assignment #1 due at the beginning of class. 
 
   Review 
 
October 1  Exam I 
 
 
 
 
October 3, 6  Experiments and Quasi-Experiments 
   Editor: “Employment, Marriage, and the Deterrent Effect of Arrest for  



Domestic Violence” 
Sherman et al.: “Crime, Punishment, and Stake in Conformity: Legal and 

Informal Control of Domestic Violence” 
 
October 8, 10, 13 Survey Research 

Lottes, Weinberg, and Weller: “Reactions to Pornography on a College  
Campus: For or Against?” 

 
October 15, 17  Secondary Data Analysis 

Freese, Powell, and Steelman: “Rebel Without a Cause or Effect: Birth 
Order and Social Attitudes” 

 
October 20  No classes:  Fall Break 

 
October 22, 24  Historical and Archival Research 

McAdam: “The Biographical Consequences of Activism” 
 
   Review 
 
October 27  Exam II 
 
October 29, 31, Field  Research 
November 3  MacLeod: Appendix in Ain't No Makin' It: Leveled Aspirations in a 

Low-Income Neighborhood  
 
November 5, 7, 10 In-Depth Interviews 

Berkowitz and Padavic: “Getting a Man or Getting Ahead” 
 
November 12, 14 Focus Groups 

Fingerson: “Active Viewing: Girls’ Interpretation of Family Television 
Programs” 

 
November 17, 19, 21 Content Analysis  
   Coltrane and Messineo: “The Perpetuation of Subtle Prejudice: Race and   

  Gender Imagery in 1990s Television Advertising”   
 

November 24, 26 Assignment #2 due at the beginning of class on the 24th. 
 
   Standpoint Methodologies 

DeVault: “Talking Back to Sociology: Distinctive Contributions of 
Feminist Methodology” 

Anderson: “Studying Across Differences: Race, Class, and Gender in         
Qualitative Methods” 

 
November 28  No class: Thanksgiving Holidays. 

 
December 1,3  The Uses of Social Research 
       Gans: “Sociology in America: The Discipline and the Public” 
 
 
December 5  Assignment #3 due at the beginning of class. 
 
   Presentations 



 
December 8  Presentations 
 
December 10  Presentations 
 
   Review 
 
December 13  Exam III, 1-3:30pm.  
 
 
 


