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Pikayev Reveals Future
Of Former Soviet Union

Former Rhodes Professor Ed Allen read some of his recent fiction in a seminar last Thursday.

Ed Allen Returns To Rhodes
by Chris Pollette

Arts Editor
This past Thursday, Professor Ed

Allen returned to the campus he left
two years ago to give a reading from
some of his latest fiction. The Orgill
Room was filled with people, most of
them English students and professors,
who gathered to hear Professor Allen's
work. For the first half of the hour,
Professor Allen read one of his short
stories, entitled "Ralph Goes to Mex-
ico," about a woman who feels that
her cat Ralph, who has feline
leukemia, should visit Mexico before
he dies, after which she will have him
made into a hat. The story was, frank-
ly, a little morbid for some people,
judging from the reactions I heard
from the crowd, but in my opinion, I
found the story funny. The parts that
were emotionally disturbing were
treated with humor, and I think Pro-
fessor Allen was forgiven by anyone
who felt that his story was too gross
for their tastes.

In truth, the reaction of the crowd
was very helpful, because Professor
Allen said that this particular story
hadn't yet been published and he
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"wanted to find out why." All night
long the crowd was into Professor
Allen's reading, and undoubtedly, this
reading had to be the most emotional
reading I have ever been to, because
five minutes didn't go by without
someone laughing at one more of the
comedic things in the stories.

Professor Allen also read excerpts
from his new book, Mustang Sally,
about a professor and his life. Or lack
thereof, if one is to believe Professor
Allen's synopsis of the plot. Professor
Allen read from the first chapter of the
book, and the crowd found it entertain-
ing. One reason the crowd identified
with the storyline is because it was
peppered with details that could very
easily have been taken from Professor
Allen's time here at Rhodes. For in-
stance, the lead character mentions
political correctness, and the changing
of classes from the traditional
"junior" and "senior" to "third-
year" and "fourth-year" because of
the less demeaning nature of the terms.
Also, he mentions the fact that all
alcohol has been banned from the cam-
pus, because he says that there's
something wrong about a college

without beer. Sounds like the Rhodes
of two years ago, when Professor
Allen taught here.

Later in the novel, there is a
reference to a small college in Ten-
nessee. Some people on campus have
been commenting that this college may
be a reference to Rhodes, and Pro-
fessor Allen does not deny that that's
what it is. "His university is not a
disguised version of Rhodes," Pro-
fessor Allen says of the lead character.
"There's a veiled mention of Rhodes,
sort of, in the middle of the text, and
you might catch that somewhere." He
said that if his book really were tak-
ing a shot at Rhodes, he "wouldn't
feel right about coming back here."

If you get a chance, you might try
picking up a copy of Professor Allen's
Mustang Sally. I haven't yet, and if I
ever find some money, I might. But
from the reading he gave last Thurs-
day night, the book sounds like a good
read. Professor Ed Allen's return to
the Rhodes campus was an outstanding
success, and judging from his writing,
it looks like he's got a successful
career in front of him, as well.
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Tuesday afternoon, February 9, Dr.
Alexander Pikayev, research director
at the Moscow-based Center for
Geopolitical and Military Forecasts,
spoke in Blount Auditorium in
Buckman Hall. At the center, which
is a nonprofit, independent research
institution, Dr. Pikayev and his col-
leagues work on national security
issues, particularly those of the Rus-
sian state. Dr. Pikayev represents a
new generation of Russian scholars
and experts on international security
matters.

The title of Dr. Pikayev's lecture
was "The Future of the Russian State:
From Russia into What? Shifts in the
Kremlin's Security Policy." Dr.
Pikayev opened his speech with a
description of the Russian flag replac-
ing the Soviet flag on the Kremlin on
Christmas Day in 1991 to illustrate the
changes in the former Soviet Union.
From that point forward, lots of
predictions have been made about the
former U.S.S.R., among them the
possibility of conflict and nuclear war.
However, Dr. Pikayev went on to
clarify that only the conflicts that
began during Soviet control continued
and that no new military conflicts
began.

Dr. Pikayev discussed comparisons
between Russia and Yugoslavia as
models of disintegration. In Yugo-
slavia, nationalist republics thrived
and tried to leave communism, as the
Baltic states in the Soviet Union
became fed up with communism and
desired to escape communism in 1991,
and the Russian federation's system of
communism collapsed.

Despite this occurrence, some re-

publics resisted democratization in the
Soviet Union, according to Dr.
Pikayev, and some republics strived to
escape, such as Russia. One of the
conflicts that became an issue to the
former Soviet Union was the fact that
6 republics remained nondemocratic.
Trying to establish a confederation
with nondemocratic leaders posed
many potential problems to the Rus-
sian federation. It was finally Boris
Yeltsin who decided to create an in-
dependent Russian federation and to
break up the U.S.S.R.

Dr. Pikayev continued his point
about current problems for the former
Soviet Union and for Russia since the
demise of communism. He stated that
the main problems facing Russia are
the remaining ethnic minorities and
classes under new systems and the
possibility of nuclear conflict with the
Ukraine. The Ukraine has more
nuclear capability than France and Bri-
tain combined and is the third largest
nuclear power in the world since the
disintegration of communism in the
Soviet Union.

The new Russian government also
faces the problem of the autonomous
republics located in the center of Euro-
pean Russia. These republics could
potentially split Russia into European
and Asian parts if they strive for in-
dependence. Risks for Russian na-
tional security include the need to
establish a close partnership with the
west, and the growing economic
power and the nuclear capability of
Russia's eastern neighbor of China.

Dr. Pikayev ended his lecture with
the comment that there is not a new
world order, but a new world disorder,
and it depends on Russia's avoidance
of major hostilities.

Student Assembly News
by Emily Flinn

Staff Writer
The Student Assembly met as usual

last Wednesday to discuss news of the
campus. The two most important items
were the resignation of an Assembly
member and the availability of teacher
evaluations to students.

Assembly Parliamentarian Vo
Johnson resigned by letter from the
Assembly last week. Drew Henry read
the letter to the other Assembly
members. Johnson seemed to feel that
his position was unnecessary and that
the Assembly needn't get another
Parliamentarian. The Parliamentarian
ensures that the Assembly follows pro-
per parliamentary procedure. The
Assembly then discussed whether to
get a new Parliamentarian or not for
the interim period until the next elec-
tion. This would only be a period of
about four weeks. it would also in-

volve a lot of procedures and paper-
work. However, the Assembly Con-
stitute states that a new one must be
procured.

The Assembly also discussed a stu-
dent request, that the standardized
teacher evaluations be made available
to the students. Many schools publish
these results so that students can con-
sult it when enrolling for courses. It
would help in choosing professors to
see how other students felt about the
class. The blue free-response sheets
would not be published under this
plan. This subject was looked into last
year. Dean Dunathan was not oppos-
ed to the idea, but said that Rhodes
could probably only publish some of
the statistics and not go into such depth
as the other schools. This was never
followed up last year, but the
Assembly plans to look into it further
now.
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Interview

Daughdrill Appointed To National Advisory Committee:
Moberlv I understand that y

been appointed to serve on a
the National Advisory Comn
Institutional Quality and In
This is a great honor for you
school. I was wondering if you
served on a similar committee

Daughdrill: I've been on a
committee, also appointed
secretary of education, Lami
ander, among other things, b
a member of it, not the chaii

Moberly: So this is the first
tee of its kind?

Daughdrill: Well, it's the
under the new act - under I
Higher Education bill of 199

Moberly: The Education 2(
Daughdrill: 2000 is part oft

program. primarily for the
schools. Mine is in higher ed
it's an advisory committee fo
education. I was one of al
members of a committee last y
he appointed only 4 returning
new ones, and he asked me t
chair of the committee.

Moberly: Tell me abo
committee-tell me about the
board member. Is she or he a
president like yourself?

Daughdnll: As a matter of i
very diverse. There are - this
recollection - about 3 col
university presidents, about
fessors from colleges or univ
and about 5 or 6 people who
in education at all.

Moberly: What's the functic
committee?

Daughdrill: I think the chii
tion is in accrediting the accr
Colleges and universities in di
try are accredited by regia
crediting groups. For instanc
ten years. Rhodes has to go
a re-evaluation that is conducte
Southern Association of Collc
Schools. Well, the Southern P
tion and the Mid-Western Ass
and the Western Association
those are the accrediting agents
they say you are accredited, th
key to getting federal
Therefore, the federal governn
a responsibility to evaluati
accreditors.

It is a highly political kind of
sibility. I didn't know that th
as much controversy about ac
tion as there is. The idea-let
you an example-is that we
have one accrediting group fc
professional organization. T
National Association of Chiro,
It's good to have only one chi
tic accrediting association. Wt
come all these competing gro
can't even agree among the
about what the practice of chi
tic is. We have to listen tothen
use good judgement - we're c
ly not experts - based on whe
think it's just a political move
it really bode well for educa

Moberly: What are the
sibilities ofthose who siton tht

Daughdrill: Well, it's to ad
Secretary of Education. We
have any legal authority. W
have legislative authority. We
visors. Since many of thesetls
somewhat political, itdos ho
feet of being a public hearing
fair way of getting things i

An Interview by Brent Moberly
ou have system of the department of higher yet, th
uld chair education. money-
iittee on Moberly: What additional respon- The p
itegrity. sibilities do you have as chair? schools
and the Daughdrill: Well, it's mostly the standar
've ever responsibility of keeping the meeting they're
before? going. You're always torn between banks si
similar having unlimited time to get lots of in- a guarat
by the formation versus being able to get on governi

Ir Alex- the business of the committee. loan. 'f
at I was Generally, it's things like this: if you go out
r of it. know that there are going to be four iness of
commit- opposition groups to this next group not cre4

that you're going to hear, then you'll wouldn
irst one allot so much time to them and then first pl
the new ask them within their own groups come in
3. whether they'd rather have four peo- sible be
00 act? pie up there and eight minutes each or lect ov
he Bush 2 people up there and sixteen minutes turn, sa

public each. It's all those kinds of logistics, their a
ucation: It's just the parliamentarian, time credit w
rhigher keeper, function, and its really kind of lunch v
bout 15 difficult to try to be fair and expedient. ty. We
ear, but Moberly: Has your committee met trying I
and 11 already? respons

o be the Daughdrill: No, not with me as the control.
chair. I haven't talked with the Mobc

'ut the Secretary. I don't know when our first goals ft
average meeting will be. They're still going from y
college through the appointments. The Clin- Daug

ton transition team wrote to all the ap- improvi
fact; it's pointees on the committee and asked technoli
is from them to be cleared out by the inaugura- educati

lege or tion. But they haven't made their own a few di
5 pro- appointments. I'll talk to the secretary to go i

ersities, soon and find out. capacity
are not Moberly: Has the replacement of the ty. Widh

Bush administration with Clinton ad- - visui
on of the ministration changed the purpose of literally

your committee at all? culture
of func- Daughdrill: The role of the commit- We hay
editors. tee has changed because of the Higher yet -
e coun- Education Act of 1992, but not educati(

onal ac- much-mostly technical things. The tions fc
e' every appointees are still all of those ap- science
through pointed by Lamar Alexander who is writing
d by the now the former Secretary of almost
ages and Education. from tim
Associa- Riley. the new secretary, has been technol
nciation a very good education governor just draggin
-all of like former Governor Alexander-he Anot
. When was governor of this state. He was ap- tion is a

at is the pointed Secretary of Education by know w
noney. Bush, and he was a very good educa- what yo
rent has tion governor, and Riley is the same in part r
e those kind of person. He's accomplished a feel like

lot in education for South Carolina. and thi
respon- Moberly: What are some of your when st
ere was goals for your committee? to sacri
credits- Daugldrili: I would like to be able to ati
me give to streamline the accreditation process. sacrifice
like to Accreditation is a very costly project, with tuil

or every and there are not many schools that are how m
ake the not accredited. I hope that we will be college
ractors. able to recommend that standards be do with
roprac- raised for accreditation, and also that if we sa
:l, here we can cut out a lot of the red tape in expensi
ups that the process. just don
nselves A second one is that we can get a pay as
roprac- handle on the high default rate on stu- do-it's
all and dent loans. Some accrediting groups ifotheri

obvious- have a default range as high as 45 or then otk
ther we 50 percent - Beautician schools, for ing mo
or does instance. There are abuses, terrible more a
ion. abuses. For instance, someone may just the
respon- operate a proprietary school - this is dability
tboard? a for profit school. They will adver- most dii
vise the tise that they can give you these awful 1
do not corses and that you will be surto get student
e don't a wonderful job and have all this In- rtal
are ad- come - in other words, over adver- physical

ings are tise. They'll get tese students in and and an
etheeid they won't spend much on their todowi

It is a teaching. The students drop out uocial
nto the because they've been oversold, and It has tc

ese schools keep government
-taxpayer's money.
problem is who is at fault? The

still meet the accreditation
ds. The accreditors say that
not collection agents. The

sy that they're not, because it's
oteed student loan-the fedeal
nent guarantees the student
he banks say that they can not
md measure the credit worth-
these students, because they're
lit worthy. If they were, you
't have needed that act in the
ace. Then the state agencies
and say they can't be respon-

cause they can't go out and col-
erdue debt. The schools, in
y that they admit students on
dmission standards, not on
worthiness. Everybody is out to
when it comes to responsibili-
are having a very difficult time
to find out who we can hold
ible to get these loans under

'rly: What are some of your
or education in general-apart
our committee?
hdrill: I think that we need to
e the use of technology, to use
ogy in a way that improves
on. Now all schools are doing
ings, but we are getting ready
.nto an era where computer

is being called virtual reali-
all of these interactive things

al sound, etc. ... - you can
yimmerse yourself in another
for as long as you have time.
e never - or, we're not ready
ken advantage of that in higher

on. I think it has great implica-
or the teaching of languages,
:s, mathematics, creative
- in fact, everything. There's
nothing that you can exclude
tt. I think this is a big one. The
ogy is here, but education is
g its feet on the use of it.
A er big problem I see in educa-
affordability, because we don't
hat affordability is. It's not just
u're tuition is. Affordability is
perceived. Parents and students
e they can afford something,
It changes. There are times
udents and parents are willing
fice less. I think we're coming
ie when people are willing to

less. Affordability has to do
tion level, federal and state aid,
ach student financial aid the
can afford, and it also has to
what other colleges are doing.
y that we want to be much less
ve, then we can do that. We
't buy as many books and don't
much salary. That's simple to
snot easy, but it's simple. But
oare providing those services,
er institutions are seen as giv-
e value. They are, therfore,
afordable. Affordability is not
price, it's value; it's affor-
for the value, and that's the

dicult thing. We have added an
it of expense at Rhodes. If a
wakes up inte morning with
n concern. If that concern is
I, we haves nurse practitioner
minot medical center; if it has
ith a rocutmo te, we have dorm
i as-one mok, one female. If
tdo with psychological prob-

lems, we've got psychological
counseling; if it has to do with faith,
we have a chaplain; if it has to do with
alcohol, we've got alcohol counseling.
The question is how much to people
want to afford. I had some requests to
have an additional doctor in the health
center. In the past, I've had requests
for a dentist. There's no limit to what
we can provide. I'll tell you this: we
want to provide everything that
students are willing and able to pay
for. But we can't overprice a Rhodes
education.

The catch-22 is that if we turn
around and give back to students 40%
of every tuition dollar that we get-
which is about what we do-then that's
40 % that we can't spend on their
education when they get here. The
higher the tuition, the higher the need,
which means the higher the tuition has
to be in order to meet the need. I think
affordability is the biggest concern for
the private selective colleges in the
United States.

Moberly: What advice would you:
give a student enrolled in some sort of
higher education-for the average
Rhodes student?

Daughdnill: Take what you are in-
terested in. So many students worry
about some kind of vocational direc-
tion. A liberal arts educational is not
one that helps you get the first job, but
helps you as you go along. For in-
stance, I majored in English, and I
went into the textile business for about .
ten years. I was a minister for about
three years, and I was secretary of
stewardship for the denomination,
Presbyterian Church USA for three
years, and I've been here for twenty.
I majored in English because I loved
the sound of language and the people
who used it with facility and creativi-
ty. I'm glad I majored in English. I'm
glad I didn't take textile engineering. '
It would've helped me out the first ,
year of my first job, but after that, I
learned it anyway. Then I knew things'
that people who studied textiles didn't,
know. My advice is to take things you
enjoy. That way, you'll spend more
time on it.

If our students want to succeed and
lead, they will. They are already,
outstanding. I don't have to scold or
push or anything. The bestthing is to
have a little more fun.
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LETTER FROM UNDERGROUND by Clay Combs

A Lost Dialogue Of Plato, Or, All The Answers To The Quiz Of Life
A recent excavation unearthed a tat-

tered copy of a heretofore unknown
dialogue of Plato. Archaeologists
discovered it in a corner of what they
believed to be the media center of the
great library at Alexandria. Apparent-
ly, one of the work-study students had
been looking over the document while
shelving videotapes. It was sandwich-
ed between copies of Casablanca and
Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream
House.

(The discovery has led to new in-
quiries into the production dates of
those films. Gene Shalit has been
quoted as saying he "[didn't]
remember them coming out that long
ago," but some experts doubt he was
actually in Alexandria at the time. He
assured the interviewer that, at any
rate, he loves the films and recom-
mends that everyone go see them.)

The dialogue records a bus station
encounter between Socrates and Bub-
ba the Most High, a Zoroastrian guru.
In the main, it concerns the role of the
teacher and the mutual obligations of
students and teachers. Here is an
excerpt:

BMH: What's new, Socrates?
S: I think I'm washed up, Bubs.
BMH: Come on, Doc. What are you

saying?
S: I've run out of questions to ask

my students.
BMH: It's no problem. You must

simply begin to lecture.
S: I don't know, Bubs. It's not really

my style. Besides, I've got a reputa-
tion to look out for. I'm the Question
Prof.

BMH: Lecturing has become much
easier with the new technologies.
Order some videos, slides, records.
Keep the kids occupied. That's all they
want anyway.

S: I don't know, Bubs. I want to
keep teaching the kids to question.
That's how they learn to shake off the
constrictions of their socialization and
see things with enlightened eyes.

BMH: But you are running out of
questions.

S: Yes and no. I have about nine or
ten semesters of questions in me. I can
teach kids new things through ques-
tions for about that long.

BMH: And the degree program runs
how long?

S: Eight semesters.
BMH: You have no problem. In the

time it takes a student to get a degree,
you can keep asking questions he
hasn't heard before. Just recycle the
questions.

S: I've been doing that for years,
Bubs, but there's a disturbing trend
afoot. More and more kids are stay-
ing in my school for longer than eight
semesters. Some kids have been in my
classes for ten, elevent semesters or
more.

BMH: The economy, stupid. It's
getting harder and harder to find jobs
nowadays, so people are staying in
school where it's safe.

S: I wish it were that, Bubs. I fear
the simple fact is, most of my students
aren't too bright.

BMH: Bears of Very Little Brain, eh?
5: Bingo, Bubs. They just stay in

school, hanging out and not learning
anything. Their parents keep paying
for it.

BMH: You need to weed them out
somehow.

S: I guess so. Otherwise, I'll have
to either get some new questions, start
lecturing, or repeat myself. If I can't
find any new questions, I'll either lose
my reputation as the Question Prof or
the students will lose faith in me when

they hear me repeat myself. For now,
they think I'm great.

BMH: You can't afford to lose your
reputation. It's your calling card.

S: Oh yeah, I've been milking it for
years now. Plus, it's safer than lectur-
ing. If Ijust ask questions, I can claim
I never really actually taught anybody
anything. That way, if anyone ever
brings me up on civil charges for, say,
corrupting the young men of Athens
by teaching them to question the sanc-
tity of the local government, they
won't have a leg to stand on.

BMH: Good thinking.
[They sit a while, watching people

pass and making up stories about
them.]

BMH: Hey, Doc. I figured out a
way for you to get rid of the tenth-
semester seniors.

S: Roll with it.
BMH: You just tweak their brains.

Give them a test they can't pass.
S: Such as?
BMH: The Quiz of Life. You and

I know there are no answers to the Big
Questions, right? They don't know
that. They probably still think you can
help them answer the Big Questions.
Ha!

5: I get you, Bubs. I just ask them
What's the meaning of life? The sharp
ones will hand in a blank paper
because they know when you try to
answer the question, you only get fur-
ther away from the answer.

BMH: The dopes will give you a
twelve-page treatise. F-minus! Ha!

[They give a high-five and laugh
uncontrollably.]

The full document will be publish-
ed by Penguin in the Fall. Tri-Star Pic-
tures has already paid the Greek and
Egyptian governments a reported $25
million for the movie rights.
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Arts

Springfield Lecture Brings
Lundquist To Rhodes

by Chris Pollette
Arts Editor

Thursday night was a busy night last
week. Not only was Ed Allen here to
do a fiction reading, but an amazing
woman was here on behalf of the
Springfield Music Lectures. This is the
second year for the lectures, a program
funded in order to bring more musical
education here to Rhodes. Barbara
Reeder Lundquist, professor emerita
at the University of Washington, was
in Hardie Auditorium talking about the
future of musical education. Her lec-
ture, entitled "Musical Education in
Our Culturally Plural Nation:
Paradoxes and Possibilities," examin-
ed the ways that we can use other
musical styles from around the world
in order to enrich our musical educa-
tion programs.

One of the first things Ms. Lund-
quist pointed out is that as a nation, the
United States is made up of many
diverse cultures. These cultures have
come from all over the world, and
from all kinds of musical
backgrounds. The music of the US, as
well, is made up of music from all
over the world. In today's society,
where technology has done is to bring
people together from all kinds of
cultures. It becomes necessary, then to

study all kinds of music, just as it is
to study all kinds of languages, a pro-
gram already in place in today's
schools. Ms. Lundquist played music
from a lot of different places in the
world, and pointed out some of their
fundamental differences. She also
played music that one might find in
certain parts of the world, but was ac-
tually from another culture entirely.
This example was a piece of latin-
sounding music that was played by a
band from Japan. This enforced Ms.
Lundquist's point that the music of dif-
ferent cultures is spreading rapidly all
over the world. All in all, Ms. Lund-
quist showed her worldly knowledge
of music and how easily it could be
taught to others.

As a student of music myself, I was
very interested in Ms. Lundquist's talk
Thursday night. I found the topic
entertaining, and the way she
presented it was very nice as well,
because it would have been easy for
her to make this a boring lecture, but
instead she made it interesting for the
audience. She was concerned with the
musical differences in cultures, and the
general ignorance that people have of
the other kinds of music in the world.
Ms. Lundquist is saying that the wave
of the future, a worldwide knowledge
of music, should be the wave of now.

Barbara Reeder Lundquist was on campus last Thursday to speak on musical education.

Good As I Been To You
by Jim Lomplugh

Bob Dylan's new album, Good As
I Been To You, is every bit as fine as
the title suggests. And that really says

something when you stop to consider
that unlike his last really good studio
album (for me, it was Oh Mercy from
somewhere around 1990), there are no
original songs on this one. But that's
Dylan for you. Just when you think he
may never again release anything that
comes up to his old standards, he puts
out two excellent albums in just a few
years time.

And just when it's again become
fashionable for artists to play their own
electric songs acoustically, Bob Dylan,
perhaps the greatest American
songwriter of his era, gives us an
album of acoustic songs that are all
either traditional or by other artists, an
album that harkens back to what was
arguably one of his most creative
periods as a songwriter and folk
singer. At long last we can hear Dylan
(as he must have been once) with only
a guitar and harmonica to remind us
of just how good.he can be and allow
those that can remember the early six-
ties to recall him at his best.

And in fact, all of these songs are
more reminiscent of his early style
than of anything he has written in
years. Although one can hear the strain
of the many years in his voice, no one

Bob Dylan
who has grown fond of his unique
vocal style should be disappointed.
One could go so far as to say that his
voice is even better suited to this old-
style folk-blues than to his later-day
electric music.

Perhaps the best thing about this
album is that it has no second-rate
songs. My personal favorites include
"Step It Up and Go," and up-beat tune
with elements of both folk and early
rock; "Tomorrow Night," a bluesy
romantic ballad that demonstrates that
Dylan still has his romantic soul intact;
"Sittin' on Top of the World," which
suggests the vintage Mississippi Delta
style; and the oddball "Froggie Went
a Courtin'," a children's song.

Perhaps Good As I Been To You
signals that Dylan is moving on by
returning to his roots. Perhaps it is a
just preview of the new-old Dylan. Or
maybe it's only a momentary breather
from his electric career, a chance for
him to break the jinx of his more re-
cent mediocre output and hopefully
write the songs of a new generation.
However, in any case, if you like
solid, well-performed traditional
music or if you just like Dylan, this
album is well worth your time.

CLASSIFIED
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Steele Ford winds up to pitch at a recent baseball practice.

I Rhodes College Basketball as an
Analogy for the Star Wars Trilogy

by Thomas Johnson
The Star Wars trilogy took place a

"long, long time ago in a galaxy far,
far away." But this winter you can see
almost that exact same story taking
place in the form of Rhodes College
basketball.

Star Wars was a conflict between
good and evil. The good guys were led
by an old Jedi Knight and holder of the
mysterious and powerful "force, OB-1
Kenoby. Similary, Coach Herb
Hilgeman serves as a mentor and ad-
visor to his Lynx Cat basketball
players. In Star Wars, Yoda also serv-
ed as a teacher to young Jedi knights,

' just as in Rhodes basketball, assistant
coach Tom Robinson serves as a
teacher to young college hoops
players.

Luke Skywalker was the leader of
the rebels who fought against the evil
forces of the dark side. Mike Gonda
is the leader of the Lynx Cats who
fight against the villanous teams of the

* SCAC basketball conference. Gonda
is helped in his heroic struggle against

' evil by the two Johnson brothers,
k Thomas and Albert. The Johnsons

play the parts of the two robots who
, help Star Wars' Luke Skywalker along

the way. Thomas is C-3PO since he
is taller and Albert is R2-D2 since is

* the shorter one. Also helping Luke
along the way was the hired mercenary
and soldier of fortune, Han Solo. This
year's Rhodes basketball team brought
in Ronnie Robinson as a transfer to

. help win games. And just as Harrison
Ford was not the first choice of actors
to play Han Solo, Ronnie Robinson is

* not the first transfer basketball player
Rhodes has brought in. He was

' preceded by failure transfers James
. Burden, Coke Whitworth, and Charlie

Bauer. Chewbacca was the rookie
friend and co-pilot of Han Solo. Duane
Robicheaux, a freshman, is the Rhodes
basketball player most like Chewbac-
ca since they both have about the same
amount of hair on their backs. Center
Carlton Austin plays the part of Star

. Wars good guy Lando Colrisian.
It was a little harder to find a Lynx

Sbaslketball player similar to Star Warsn'
. Princess Leia, but new statkeeper Lib-

by New filled the role nicely when she

began traveling with the team on road
trips and joining the players in their
motivational huddles.

Luke Skywalker and his band also
received help from such strange
creatures as those little furry Ewoks,
just as Mike Gonda and his team get
support at games from those strange
KSA guys with basketballs on their
heads who cheer for the team. And
finally, Mallory Gymnasium, where
the Lynx play their home games, is an
exact parallel with the Millenium
Falcon, the spaceship in which the
Stars Wars good guys live.

In the Star Wars movies, the bad
guys are led by the treacherous Dorth
Vader. Vader had once been a good
Jedi knight who then turned to the dark
side. In the same way, former basket-
ball player Mike Fulton was once a
member of the Lynx Cats, but quit the
team. He turned instead to the dark
side of Rhodes' campus, engaging
himself in various leisure activities
other than basketball. Just as Darth
Vader was protected in the Star Wars
trilogy by his army of Imperial Storm
Troopers, Fulton is supported by his
followers who have also quit the
basketball team and gone over to the
dark side. Imperial Storm Troopers at
Rhodes include Chad Davidson, Jason
Peters, David Rayfield, Bernal Smith,
Chris Cardwell, Josh Morris, Mike
Wilson, and Tom Ramsey.

Star Wars also had characters like
Jabba the Hutt and Boba Fett, bounty
hunters who took money to harrass
Luke Skywalker's rebels. And while
Matt Hutchinson is not directly related
to Rhodes basketball, he is a good
bounty hunter screwing up the Lynx
Cat team.

For example, he roomed with two
former basketball players in the
Cabanas making Mike Webb fat and
Henry Lindeman lazy, and he took
former player Chris Cardwell as his
fraternity little brother, making him
stupid.

Thus, Rhodes basketball is in fact
Star Wars relived. But please come out
this weekend for the two big games in
the Death Star, I mean SCAC, against
Pisk and Centre College.

I BRD's
I BEE VIEW

by Chip Riggs strange re
Sports Editor leave terr

Are referees just naturally blind, or all, I wen
is it a disease they acquire when they played in
don the black-and-white striped suit? could onl
This is one of the more profound ques- barrel refe
tions that fans ask about sports. I the big tin
believe that I have the answer. course)-

Referees changing from their nor- lights, big
mal clothes to their zebra suits is like (About re
Clark Kent changing from his three- The zet
piece suit into his blue tights, but with Johnny w
reverse effect. They go from normal, picks up a
respectable, everyday businessmen or and walk!
lawyers or bus drivers or whatever to other, an
bumbling idiots who can't see past the player gel
end of their collective nose. called. Of
Back in my high school days, we had other extr
a referee named Johnny (last name the floor,
omitted). During the day, he was prin- Then th
cipal of a local high school. He was referees.
more or less respected and more or the NB
less good at his job. He was clean- TIME-c
looking, had a nice haircut, and had who are f
a nice job. By night, he donned the Last wt
100% polyester referee uniform and Miller ma
made the lives of local high school fighting
basketball coaches miserable. He was Jordan. M
possibly the worst referee whoever liv- more elbc
ed. Possibly. He could turn a dunk into receive. J
a travel and an offensive foul faster a punch
than anyone around. match ens

When I left high school, for some Miller-b

WHY ARE REFEREES BLIND?
ason I thought that I would
ible referees behind. After
t to a small high school that
a small classification that

y afford the bottom of the
rees. Now, I was leaving for
ne (as a fan, not a player, of
college basketball. Bright
city, good referees. Wrong!
ferees, I mean.)
bras here are just as bad as
as in high school. A guy
I suitcase and the basketball
s from one sideline to the
d he gets nothing. But, a
ts sneezed on and a foul is
course, some refs lean to the
eme. No brains squishing on
no foul called.

ere is the matter of the NBA
You really would think that
A--FANtastic, SHOW-
ould afford to buy referees
air and sighted. Wrong.
eek, Indiana Pacer Reggie
ade the gigantic mistake of
with His Airness, Michael
iller apparently gave Jordan
iw than he really wanted to
ordan got angry and threw
at Miller. Then, a shoving
ued. When the dust cleared,
ut not Jordan-was ejected

from the game, even though Jordan
threw the first punch. This raises two
questions. First, are the refs really so
blind that they didn't see Sir Mike try
to deck Miller? And second, is there
that large of a double standard in the
league that superstars like Jordan get
protected, even if he does his best
Mike Tyson imitation?

What makes the whole situation
even worse is that the league suspend-
ed Jordan for a game because of the
incident. That's just as good as say-
ing that the referees really screwed up.

My theory on the whole thing is just
that the referees in the Jordan situation
are, just like every referee in the
world, completely and utterly blind.
It's something that they can't avoid.
You put on the zebra suit, you go
blind. I'm sure there's a psychological
test for this somewhere, but, if not,
there should be.

So, to get back to my original
question-why are referees blind? I
think there must be some chemical in
the polyester that sets off a blindness
hormone in the body. Of course, if that
were the case, the entire decade of the
seventies would have been spent in the
dark. Now that I think about it, it had
to have been for them to have spent
the whole time dancing like they did.

It's Showtime! !
Basketball Fest '93 is coming!!

FEBRUARY 19th and 21st

Here are the necessary details:
We will have prizes from Subway Sandwiches and Salads, Domino's Pizza, Holiday Inn,
Romeo's Pizza and Subs and Blockbuster Video.

What you need to do to win the contest
Your group must have the most people in the gym on Friday night and/or Sunday afternoon.
(Example: If SAE has 70 people in the gym, Tri-Delta has 65, and BSU has 50, then they
would win the Pizza or Subs .. .it's that simple.) (Note: if your brother or sister are in town,
or if you have a "pro-stud," they also can count towards your group total, but you may only
be counted in one group. The contest will be held on both days. (Technically your group could
win both days). There will be prizes awarded for the top three groups in attendance, both
days. When you attend the game you will sign in on a special form, and at halftime, the win-
ners will be announced.

If you don't have a lot of people rounded up, you can still win .. .
We also have gift certificates from Malco Cinemas, Blockbuster Video, and TGI Fridays that
will be given away in a random drawing at halftime each day.

WIN A CAR!!

NEW DEVELOPMENT!!!

Chuck Hutton Chevrolet is going to give 10 people-5 Friday night
and 5 Saturday afternoon-a chance to win a '93 CORVETTE.

All fans entering the game will be given an entry in a halftime
drawing. The 10 lucky people will then shoot baskets for the CAR.

, Wednesday, February 17, 1993 Sports
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Editorial:

Rift Ends Honeymoon
by Gayla Bassham, Editor

Be careful what you ask for: you just might get it.
Bill Clinton has reason to ponder those words. This has not been

the first month in office that he, or his supporters, envisioned.

Governmental gridlock was supposed to end. Instead, battles over
Attorney General-designate Zoe Baird and the ban on gays in the
military have made it easy to forget that Clinton and the majority of
Congresspersons are members of the same party.

Clinton, who ran his campaign so well, has gotten off to a rocky
start with his presidency. After two weeks as President, he had the
highest disapproval rating of any new Chief Executive since Gallup
began keeping track of the public's opinion of the President. Zoe Baird's
nomination, approved hastily in a rush to keep a promise to have the
Cabinet in place by Christmas, was a political disaster for Clinton.
Hours into his presidency, the honeymoon was over before it began.
Outraged calls flooded the Senate; the public demanded to know how
a woman who had flagrantly violated the law could be an effective At-
torney General.

Even Democrats who desperately wanted to support the first Presi-
dent of their party in twelve years found it difficult to do so. Clinton
ignored the furor for as long as possible, making diffident statements
of support for his nominee when asked. Not until Baird had faced stiff,
embarrassing questioning at the Senate confirmation hearings - ques-
tioning that damaged both Clinton's political capital and Baird's pro-
fessional reputation - did he finally convince her to withdraw.

The ban on gays in the military was an even more volatile issue.
Democrats such as Senator Sam Nunn, chair of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee, openly fought Clinton on the overturning of the ban.
Nunn spent nearly half an hour on the Senate floor demanding answers
to 42 contemptuous questions before he could support Clinton's action.

No one distinguished themselves in this episode. Conservatives such
as Nunn made themselves look foolish on anything. One of Nunn's
pressing questions, for example, was "What restrictions should be plac-
ed on displays of affection while in uniform, such as dancing at a for-
mal event?" - as if two men holding hands were a matter of national
security.

Clinton's support for overturning the ban, like his support for Zoe
Baird, was half-hearted. The compromise that Clinton and Nunn reach-
ed - to suspend the ban temporarily and to cease asking recruits about
their sexual orientation but to put off the actual lifting of the ban until
at least July - pleased no one.

Clinton has qualities that could make him a very good President. His
innovations and political acumen have made for great achievements
in Arkansas, and they could make for great achievements in the na-
tion. But first, Clinton must decide what his convictions are and stand
by them. Clinton was a wonderful campaigner; let us hope he is as
good a Chief Executive. He asked for the Presidency, and now he has
to do something with it.

Well, I'm very excited about this
future project. Mr. Daughdrill has allotted
the College Relations department several
thousand dollars from the tuition and the

discretionary funds. We've eliminated all
,together the need for prospective students
"to even visit the campus. Instead, they will

receive in the mail a three-di mensional
hologram-video that presents a real-life

environmental image exactly like the
previous Admissions video. The viever's

living roorn vill actually become a
representation of the campus.

ON
TMMOicott

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor:

I'd like to remind our campus com-
munity that Stewart Hall was com-
pletely renovated in the summer of
1989. The project included underpin-
ning of floors, renovated bathrooms,
a new heating and air conditioning
system, an upgraded fire alarm
system, reroofing, storm windows, at-
tic insulation, carpeting and new fur-
niture. Security bars were installed on
the windows at the request of students
as an added security measure. Carpet
was installed throughout the halls to
help soften sound transmission. Of
course, a 70-year old wood frame
building can be expected to have
"creaks" and it is true that some of
the floor areas are uneven, but the
building is structurally sound.

The concern about exterior lighting
has already been addressed with
brighter lights installed on all four
sides of the building. Problems with
the showers have been temporarily
repaired pending major work and per-
manent repairs that must wait until
summer when the building is not
occupied.

The issue of no parking on Snowden
and adjoining side streets has been en-
forced by Campus Safety for several
years pursuant to an agreement with
Rhodes' neighbors. Although it is
located across the street, there is am-
ple parking space in the gym lot.

There seems to be a myth on cam-
pus this term to the effect that Stewart
Hall is overrun with pests. Actually,
we have received only a few work
orders this year regarding mice or
spiders in rooms and our pest control
company has moved quickly to resolve
those problems. Stewart Hall was in-
spected on the morning of February
4th and found to be clean and orderly.

Let us remind all students that the
Physical Plant department performs
maintenance through a written work
order system. Work orders are
available from RA's, the Campus
Safety office, or the Physical Plant
office.

The housekeepers assigned to
Stewart Hall take great pride in keep
ing the hall clean and in assuring that
hall damage and needed repairs are
reported. The Physical Plant is very
proud of their efforts and ours to pro-
vide Rhodes students with a safe and
comfortable environment in which to
live and learn.

Brian E. Foshee
Director of Physical Plant

To the Editor:
I know that you are quite aware by

now that the actions of one Kappa
Sigma pledge class have offended the
vast majority of African-Americans on
this campus. I will endeavor, however,
to interject some logic into this blatant
display of ignorance. Specifically, I
have two points to convey. The first
concerns the reply of one Michael Hart
in the "Cereal Info." The other con-
cerns the lack of a public response
from Herman Wilkins, the center of
the furor. I certainly hope that all of
the Rhodes community is listening so
that we can avoid this type of ig-
norance in the future.

In the "Observtions" columnm of
"Ceral Info" that I read recently,
Mr. Hart defrended Herman in two

ways. One, he emphasized that it was
not a "White redneck" wearing a
'Malcolm the 10th' t-shirt in order to
express his contempt for the memory
of Malcolm X. On the contrary, this
was a Black man sharing in the inno-
cent joy of an inside joke with one of
his "frat brothers." The second point
of the piece was that people don't
criticize Ice Cube for his disparaging
comments about Arsenio Hall. On the
surface both seem like valid points.
Unfortunately, they are in no way con-
sistent. Herman's pledge name is ac-
ceptable because it is being worn by
a Black man but it is not right for Ice
Cube to use the word "nigga" because
he is Black. It is to the writer of the
above mentioned article that I say:
"Get off the fence!"

My next concern is with the silence
of Herman himself. Silence is ig-
norance's playground. I can't help but
believe that Herman is, at least in part,
admitting guilt since he has not formal-
ly come forward to dispel any and all
nasty rumors. For those who question
my use of the word guilt, I feel that
I must remind you that Malcolm X was
among the many great men and
women who gave their very lives to
the Civil Rights struggle so that Her-
man, and myself, could have the op-
portunity to attend institutions like
Rhodes. However, if the joke is a
harmless one and not meant to make
light of the memory of Malcolm X, I
implore you to speak up and defend
yourself.

I know that the Rhodes community
quickly tires of anything having to do
with race relations. I hope you all

are able to return to your blissful ig-
norance.

Bernard Powers -

To the Editor:
As a resident of Stewart Dormitory,

I would like to express my gratitude
to both the Student Affairs office and
Physical Plant. Several weeks ago, I
asked many of the occupants of my
dorm for their pet peeves about
Stewart, and most were happy to com-
ply. I typed up this list, and Chris
Buchanan presented it to the Board of
Trustees in a committee meeting. An
article in the Sou'wester was also writ-
ten about Stewart, and this prompted
Dean Silien, Johnny Harp, and Brian
Foshee to meet with Stewart residents
last week. They informed us of recent
improvements to Stewart, some of
which had already been thought of
before the complaints were gathered.
They expressed a genuine concern that
we be satisfied with our living ar-
rangements, since this is our home for
nine months of the year. They were
also willing to listen to additional com-
plaints and act upon them. The day
after the meeting I was in my room,
and maintenance men came by to see
how they could fix both the sink and
the window that won't stay open. They
have also started digging drainage
areas near the outside entrances so that
it won't flood when it rains. Brian
Foshee and the Physical Plant are very
committed to making our residence
halls as pleasant as possiuble. He urges
students to call him whenever they
have a problem that is not being fix-
ed. Not all things are possible, but they
will do what they can!!

Amy Taylor

The Sou'wester is the official
student newspaper of Rhodes Col-
lege. It is published every Wednes-
day throughout the fall and spring
semesters with the exception of
holidays and exam periods. The of-
fice is in the basement of Palmer
Hall. Staff meetings are held there
each Monday night at 9:00 and all
students are welcome to attend.

Interested parties are encouraged
to write letters to the Editors, which
may be delivered to the office or
sent via campus mail. All letters
must be signed and include the
author's phone number for confirma-
tion (not for publication). Any letter
for publication may be edited for
clarity, length, or libelous content.

Student publications at Rhodes are
governed by the Publications Board
- the Editor-in-Chief and Asst.
Editor are the elected representatives
of that Board. The opinions express-
ed are those of the editors and con-
tributing writers and do not
necessarily represent the official
viewpoints of The Sou'wester or
Rhodes College.

National advertising representatives
are CASS Communication and
Amein P g.
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| I Random Ramblings

This is going to be my most personal and
honest editorial ever. Actually, it might not really
qualify as an "editorial." It will simply be a
series of observations, comments and opinions.
There won't be any connecting structure and no
single argument. For this I apologize. In order
for you, the reader, to better follow what I have
written, I will indicate changes in thought and
topic.

e I am taking this liberty because at the time
of writing (Sunday night) I am drop-dead ex-
hausted. I have just finished overseeing the Mid-
South Model United Nations Conference, where
about three hundred, seventy-five high school
students from the Memphis and Shelby County
school systems have run me ragged.

It isn't that the conference went poorly. Ac-
tually it went very well. It is simply incredibly
tiring to run back and forth from committee to
committee taking care of crises; answering ques-
tions on everything from "Can I get this resolu-
tion typed?" to "Do you have a cigarette
lighter?"

Throughout this conference I have learned
something very useful. A person can't be too
organized. I have been working on the organiza-
tion of the conference since last June. While I
had planned for what I thought was just about
everything that could happen, I found out that
even then, the unexpected can occur.

* Anyhow, enough of that. What I did this
weekend really isn't very interesting reading
material. I would like to consider the benefits of
a four-day school week. Wouldn't it be nice if
we didn't have classes on Wednesday? It would
allow us, as students, a day to rest, do the assign-
ed reading for all of our classes, do the written
work for all of our classes and to prepare the
papers we are so frequently assigned. We could
have Monday-Thursday classes and Tuesday-
Friday classes, all classes being one and a half
hours long.

I realize that this sounds far-fetched, but the
work-load at Rhodes is often phenomenal. Many
professors have no clue about how much work
their colleagues assign us in our "other" classes.
Some professors seem to think that their students
only have one class-theirs. How many people
have had to read three hundred, fine-print pages
of text in one week for one class and then the
same amount for the next week? Do professors
care if we ever get any sleep'?

* I have come to a personal decision about my
studies. My health is always more important than
my grades. This simply has to be. If I feel myself
getting ill and I don't take care of myself, I will
only get worse. If I don't stay away from class
when I first feel ill, I'll end up missing at least
twice as much class when I get really sick.

* One of the greatest things about Rhodes Col-
lege is the housekeeping staff. These people go
about their work with such a cheerful attitude and
always have a friendly smile and an encourag-
ing word for any student who passes by. Many
a day in my almost-three years at Rhodes has
been brightened by a friendly gesture from one
of these dear women. They represent what is in
my opinion the "Rhodes Way."

* Speaking of the "Rhodes Way," I think that
one of the major components in our education

at Rhodes is learning to be giving of ourselves.
Well, maybe it isn't formally, but it should be.
I really do believe that the Parable of the Good
Samaritan is a story from which we can all learn.
Showing kindness to other people, being helpful
and even just giving a warm smile are things
which make life not only smoother, but probably
also extends one's life.

* On this note, I think that it would be a good
thing for Rhodes to have a required component
of at least one's freshman and sophomore years
(sounds kind of like Search, doesn't it) where
students must do some sort of volunteer work-
maybe three hours a week-for the Memphis
community.

* Life is too short for people to go around be-
ing stressed-out all the time. While this may
sound self-evident, I think that many people don't
realize the truth behind it. I know that I certain-
ly don't always remember it. My stress is often
centered around the fact that I have committed
myself to do just a "little bit too much." But for
others, it is often based on test anxiety, relation-
ships, the lack of curl in one's hair, et cetera.
Nothing is so important than it should keep a per-
son from enjoying life.

* I know that I have talked about this before,
but it comes to mind again. I don't really like
the concept of grades. It isn't that I make horri-
ble grades, but rather that I don't believe in the
philosophy behind them. the thought that there
can be some sort of objective standard placed on
what a person learns or doesn't learn in a liberal-
arts college seems utterly ludicrous to me. Too
many people do things just for a grade. Rather
than learning some material because learning is
exciting or the topic is interesting, it is learned
because of a pending test. This in turn lessens
the significance of the material to be learned,
which is often forgotten after the test anyway.

* Something which I have learned is rather
important to one's life is putting oneself within
a context. By this I mean, understanding how you
as an individual fit into society at large and your
smaller communities in specific. How often does
one stop and consider what it means to
him/herself that there is "ethnic cleansing" oc-
curring in the former Yugoslavia? How about the
fact that President Clinton can't find an attorney-
general? What about the debate over the size and
composition of the Memphis City Council? Or
what about the location of the baccalaureate ser-
vice before commencement or the number of
classes being offered next semester?

I am not saying that a person fully understand
all of these situations or others like them, but we
as people should have a decent understanding of
our opinions on them, the reason we hold these
opinions, what in our lives has shaped these opi-
nions, et cetera. This is a notion I learned from
taking one of Cookie Ewing's classes. In there,
we had to keep a journal at least five days a week
and write down observations particularly deal-
ing with the nature of the class, but also other
things we observed in society.

* I am going to wrap up this week's column
with a comment on the importance of question-
ing the things around us. I don't believe that it
is ever good for an individual to pass blindly
through life accepting anything and everything
which comes along. Instead, we should question
the meaning and significance of everything. Do
we really know the nature of the universe and
the character of our society? I don't think so and
I don't think we ever can fully grasp all of its
complexity. Partial understanding can be had,
however, if we simply learn to question. The
most important thing is when we question even
that which we've held most dear first.

M.T.V.'s One Hit Wonders Save The World
In history certain years tend to stand out from

the others. 1066 and William the Conqueror.
1492 and Columbus. 1776 and the birth of our
nation. To these great dates another year must
be added. It is the year that a force was unleash-
ed upon the world in the form of a squealing,
rapacious swamp sow that made you wake up,
look around, and whisper "Damn" while grit-
ting your teeth. It is a time which took us from
the dark ages of radio boldly into the future of
visual and auditory science. Kids loved it.
Parents hated it. Moral groups wanted to ban it.
It awoke a nation from decades of stony sleep.
The year was 1981, and it marked the advent of
Music Television a.k.a. M.T.V. The appearance
of M.T.V. changed everything.

I was lucky enough to have M.T.V. the day
it came on the air. For those interested in trivia,
the first video of all time was The Buggles,
"Video Killed The Radio Star." It was inherent-
ly a bad song, but the message was clear. I don't
think I can remember all five of the original video
disc jockeys, but I'll try. I aim to please the
reader. There was Martin Quinn, who still shows
up on the channel today during classic M.T.V.
weekends. There was Mark Goodman. The on-
ly thing I can remember about him is that he had
curly black hair, and he looked like that guy on
Fame that played the piano. There was Nina
Blackwood, who far as I recall was a woman.
She had hair too. I'm pretty sure there was an
African American V.J., but don't ask me his
name. Something with initials like C.J. or R.C.
Maybe there was a fifth V.J. Maybe not. You
can see why I am a journalist with my crystal
clear memory. The station had all of about five
videos in the beginning, which they played over
and over. Even today sticking to their roots,
M.T.V. often seems as though they still only
have five videos.

The bands of the early eighties were my
favorites on M.T.V. Bands and individuals like
Madonna, Michael Jackson, The Police, Billy

Idol, and U2 made their careers on M.T.V. The
successful bands are not interesting to talk about.
They've put out an inordinate amount of good
music, but their story is not that interesting. The
bands which fascinate me are the ones that ap-
peared on the scene, became famous, and disap-
peared into obscurity. These bands are of three
types. The first, is what I'd like to call the damn
near a stars. The damn near a stars had a few
hit songs, had their own fan club, and at one time
opened up for one of the aforementioned popular
bands. Eventually they disappeared forever in the
realm of classic countdowns. Cyndi Lauper, Men
at Work, Culture Club come to mind.

The second group is the milkers. The milkers
are the groups which at one time might have been
quite successful. They continue to tour years after
their last hit song had been recorded, and they
gradually play smaller and smaller values, until
you can potentially hire them to play at your
cousin's eleventh birthday party. The Romantics,
The Steve Miller Band, and Styx are good ex-
amples. I tried to hire Styx one time to get them
to play "Mr. Roboto," but the singer went into
convulsions and called me, "Mother" when I
started humming the tune.

The third group is the most interesting of the
three. They are the one hit wonders. It is the
musical equivalent of fifteen minutes of fame.
These are the bands that use up all their mental,
emotional, and creative power to put out a single
song. M.T.V. thrived on the one hit wonder
bands. I'll list a few of my favorites. Eddie Grant
from his album Killer on the Rampage singing
"Electric Avenue." Men Without Hats con-
sisting of a male lead singer, a female back up,
and a midget dancer crooning "The Safety
Dance." Nena in German and English rising to
the top of the charts with 99 luftballoons.
Dexy's Midnight Runner's wearing overalls
wandering aimlessly on a city street with "Come
On Eileen." And finally The Tubes singing about
a mermaid in a carnival in "She's a Beau-

ty." The one hit wonders vanished in the thin
air, reappearing only in the wee hours of the mor-
ning on syndicated video shows. The real ques-
tion is where did these people go? You never hear
about Dexy wanting to get his band back
together. It's almost as though these people never
existed. Some of the one hit wonder stars are
dead. Others are living in their parent's basement
dreaming of royalty checks. But the vast majority
of one hit wonder stars are on an island off the
coast of Texas collaborating for M.T.V. on a
song which is projected to be the greatest song
of all time. The paltry creative juices of hundreds
and hundreds of former one hit wonders are
flowing together. Every day they get a little
closer to capturing the essence of life into a single
song. It's about love, hate, Big Bird, war,
religion, sex, violence, Elvis, dogs, cats, life,
death, eternity for men and women, Michael Jor-
dan, boyfriends, girlfriends, order, chaos,
Scooby Doo, etc. You name it. It's in there. To
borrow a phrase from Saturday Night Live,
"You'll laugh, you'll cry, it will become a part
of you." The target date for the release of the
song is some time during the year 2006 to com-
memorate M.T.V.'s 25th anniversary. The
singers will leave the island in a Boeing 727 for
Madison Square Garden in New York City for
a single concert appearance. Each singer will
sing their one hit, gradually moving the crowd
into a frenzy, until at the stroke of midnight they
will come together as one on the stage and sing
their new song. The song is tentatively titled
"Stairway To The Hotel Freebird."

Until 2006, we'll have to be satisfied with the
new crop of one hit wonders, damn near a stars,
and milkers which appear on M.T.V. every year.
M.T.V. helped change the face of music in
modern times. Now with their one hit wonder
project on the island near Texas, they will change
the world. I'll end this special M.T.V. article
with the words of an unknown radio announcer
I heard a couple of years back. The song play-

A
Pirate's
Thoughts

Matthew C. Hardin

ing on the radio was "Time After Time" by
Cyndi Lauper. At the end of the song, her voice
gradually gets slower and softer. The D.J. said,
"Don't you love how Cyndi fades out at the end?
Just like her career." Love it or hate it. We are
the M.T.V. generation.
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Top Ten Signs That You're In
Love With Pres. Daughdrill
10. You wait by his parking spot hoping to catch a glimpse of him

9. You actually read his letters to the Sou'wester editor

8. The name Libby makes you sick

7. You don't mind the fact that he once sold carpet

6. Two words: hot flashes

5. You call his house and offer him'a $1.50 a minute to talk dirty

4. Every midnight you sneak into his office and run around naked

3. When your parents ask you how school is, you say, "That Jim
Daughdrill is so fine I don't know if I can take it anymore!!"

2. You walk by the AT&T table, hoping he'll notice

1. You come to after being hit with a baseball bat and say, "Forget
about me, how's President Daughdrill?"

Two Rhodes women enjoy one of their many self-motivated orgasms.

The News in Brief

TheRhde'sterEditorfal Female Fulfillment Comes
To Rhodes Colleoe

First of all, I would like to thank
Todd for reading my editorial last
week. I would like to issue a plea to
the student body on behalf of Todd
Bryant. I have heard that several of
you (and you know who you are)
have been planning a mob burning
of Todd's house and the Rat. Listen,
guys, I am just as upset about the
absence of Fruity Pebbles as you all
are, but violence never solved
anything. Killing Todd won't bring
Fruity Pebbles to the Rat. And bur-
ning the Rat will only be directing
destruction onto ourselves. We don't
want to hurt ourselves for an in-
justice that has been served to us.
What good can the burning of the
Rat bring to us, besides getting rid
of toxic food?

Listen to me guys. I know that I
was the one who formed this little
Fruity Pebbles fan club/gang. But,
I've talked with Todd personally.
He's actually a nice guy, and he likes
Fruity Pebbles just as much as any
good American. Believe me, he has
tried everything to bring that belov-
ed cereal to our beloved place of
eating, but ARA won't budge. Don't
blame him.

I hope this plea reaches you before
you do something that you will only
regret. I know that many of you
were so looking forward to seeing

- Todd hanging from the top of
Halliburton Tower. Hey, the thought
brings excitement to me too, but let's
think about Todd here. I don't think
he's excited about dying. So, please
put down those torches, pitchforks,
knives, guns, etc. and bring back
peace to our little community. If you
can't do that, at least direct your
violence to the real enemy ... ARA
Food Services. Let's kill them and
let Todd join the fan club.

Last Monday Rhodes College in
conjunction with the Women's Studies
program invited Leslea Gibson, world
famous sex-therapist and author of the
new book Men: Are They Really
Necessary? to speak on campus. Gib-
son is famous for her revolutionary
sexual technique, the NMNMO (No
Man Needed Multple Orgasm). Upon
hearing that Rhodes College was once
again named one of the top "up-and-
coming" liberal arts colleges in the
country, Ms. Gibson replied, "it
doesn't really look like much of
anything around here is up and com-
ing, but I guess that's why I'm here."
Members of the Women's Studies pro-
gram declined interviews to discuss
Ms. Gibson's lecture. However, many
were convinced that it "Was going to
be damn good show."

Ms. Gibson was scheduled to appear
at 8:00 in a capacity-filled Hardie
Auditorium. Students, faculty and staff
eagerly awaited the demonstration
(especially the audience-participation
part). It was the largest attendance for
any campus activity in the history of

the college. Ms. Gibson's demon-
stration started innocently with slides
and color charts, then all hell broke
loose. Campus Security was alerted
and Security Director Ralph Hatley
later commented, "Well, I walked in
and boy I ain't seen anything like that!!
All these women were screamin' and
hollerin'. Luckily, I had my video
camera so I didn't miss much!" When
the Rhode'ster asked to view the tape,
Hatley declined citing, "personal
reasons."

Overall, the program was deemed a
success as many women left the
auditorium sweaty and weak-kneed.
However, there were a few "orgasm-
related" injuries and one woman got
poked in the eye really hard. Never-
theless, several members of the social
commission have expressed interest in
having Ms. Gibson return for Rites of
Spring.

When asked her opinion of the
demonstration, Mrs. Libby Daughdrill
refused to comment and walked away
singing, Stand By Your Man," or
something like that.

In a follow-up to our story of a cou-
ple of weeks ago, Mike, of Mike and
Vanessa fame, has been arrested for
carjacking in downtown Memphis. A
spokesman for the Memphis Police
Department had this to say: "I don't
think Mike will stay in jail for very
long, because the carjacking wasn't
successful. If he had used a real gun
instead of just his finger, perhaps
things would have been different."
More details will be released as soon
as they are available, or as soon as the
Rhode'ster reporter gets out of the
Menatl Health Center. All well-
wishers wanting to send cards to the
reporter may send them in care of the
Rhode 'ster.

CONGRATULATIONS go to Ed
Allen, former professor at Rhodes, for
the publication of his book, Mustang
Sally. Last week, when the Rhode 'ster
went to interview the professor, he
said, "yeah, I'm really glad to be our
of Rhodes. When I talked to the
publisher, they told me, 'get out of that

nowhere college, or you'll never be
published.' I can't tell you .. .hey, is
that a microphone .. .7" The rest is
garbled on the tape, and once again,
well-wishers may send "get well"
cards to the reporter in care of the
Rhode'ster. "

A REPORTER for the Rhodes
Weakly came by the Rhode'ster offices
last week, in order to interview our
editorial staff about some trumped-up
charge that all our stories are totally
fictitious. Of course, we saw right
through this person, and although we
denied his charges, a small scuffle in-
sued. Little damage was done to the
Rhode'ster offices, although the
reporter for the Weakly was sent to the
hospital. Funeral arrangements for the
four who were killed on the Rhode'ster
staff will be announced as soon as they
are available. Well-wishers may send
cards in charge of the Rhode'ster, and
as soon as we have someone to mail
them to the families, we will. Thank
you.

FREUDIAN CORNER
by Jim Turner

First of all, I must offer my gratitude
to Jennifer Larson for her coverage of
"Still Killing Us Softly," in last week's
Sou'wester article, "Kilbourne Film
Shows Advertising's Shortcomings"
(underlining added). While litwould be
fun to figure out just why Jennifer uses
the word "shortcomings" in her title,
it will have to wait for another week.
This week is devoted to Jean
Kilbourne.

First, the title "Still Killing Us Soft-
ly" gives us quite and interesting peek
into the psyche of this woman. A per-
son killing you is most likely going to
use violence. Violence is never soft.
Softness is much more related to
romance or-can I say it- sex. So,
could the title of this film actually be
just the result of a repressed scrambl-
ing of Ms. Kilbourne's real thoughts?
Is is possible that the title she really

deep-down-inside wanted to use was
"I Want Violent Sex"? Well, anything
is possible.

Secondly, Ms. Kilbourne is attack-
ing in her film the preponderance of
an "ideal female beauty." Oh, come
now! I mean, could she be any more
transparent? Ah don thank sah! (That's
"I don't think so," for the culturally
impaired.) I think that this "ideal
female beauty" is something that has
been bothering Ms. Kilbourne since
way before the advent of her career as
a scholar. I think that Ms. Kilbourne
comes from a family with one older
sister who is very pretty and one
younger sister who was merely "plain
litle Jean." Ms. Kilboura had to trans-
fer her hatred to something that socie-
ty wold deest her for hating. So she
turned to something cotoalled by mn.
Beautifal Not oly is tat hebad social-
ly acceptable, it's even popular! -J.T.

Having trouble enjoying sex?
Do you feel as if something's missing?
Then this book is for you.

Write to: Dr. Ruth's Secret Love Techniques
c/o Rhode'ster
2000 N. Parkway
Memphis, TN 38112-1699

If you feel a little lost when it comes to sex, Don't try
to fix-it-yourself. Go to the expert: Dr. Ruth.

On a Serious Note
I've cheated on my duties for this week because of Valentine's day
activities, so the real editor of this week's Rhode'ster is Eric Dunn-
ing. So, if the Rhode'ster seems to be a lot better this week, it's not
my fault Ts, Rhode'lsr Edi


