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Faculty Deliberate Tenure Procedures
-~ r- w.

by Erin Riches
Editor-in-Chief

facultyw
as a grou
will speci

A statement made by associate BlountA
professor of math and computer sci- Gadi
ence Steve Gadbois addressing an "Some C
administrative decision that granted Rhodes",
tenure to ajunior member of the fac- College's
ulty during the summer stimulated newable,
extensive discussion and controversy for som
at the monthly faculty meeting in spring of
Blount Auditorium Sept. 18. of tenure

Acting Dean of Academic Affairs formal r-
John Planchon recommended ter- and Pron
mination of the two-hour meeting in the R
when meeting attendance had dis- 1996-199
integrated to the point that there to the sts
were not enough voting faculty bilize te
members present for quorum. sence of

A portion of the statement re- "Prol
garding tenure presented by Gadbois ously ci
was delegated to the faculty Tenure Llewellyr
and Promotion Committee for fur- losophy,

the discussion. As of press time, the to make

ADA Task
by James Spears The
Managing Editor egation to

Educatio
In the fall of 1995, Chancellor ence, hel

Harlow assembled a task force, un- mer, to I
der the supervision of Dean Mel specialse
Hokanson, to bring the college into cial need
compliance with the American Dis- Peggy Hs
abilities Act, previous campus vio- Coordin
lations of which were documented which sti
in a story by this newspaper last year. address s

The Task Force has been work- "We
ing over the summer to improve ac- playing i
cessibility of the campus and to this offi
educate and raise the awareness of we're tay
the students, faculty, and adminis- paofessoi
trators to the special needs of stu- side part
dents with disabilties. Director of Kath
Campus Safety Ralph Hatley, in con- who sea-
junction with Physical Plant's Brian tional Pr
Foshee, developed a parking plan for Academ
the campus that allowed for better taught at
parking and closer proximity for ministral
people with physical disabilties. affected

Newer buildings, such as Richards
Buckman Hall and the Campus Life tion with
Center andAthletics Compl, were, and actc
by law, designed to meet the needs "Ithi
of the physically disabled. years of

ere scheduled to reconvene
up in a special meeting that
ifically address this issue in
Auditorium todayat 415 p.m.
)ois' statement, entitled
Concerns About Tenure at
addresses two issues: the
initiation of long-term, re-
non-tenure track positions
e faculty members in the

1996; and the conferment
this summer, without the

eview process by the Tenure
motion Committee detailed
hodes College Handbook
7. These events, according
itement, "effectively desta-
iure at Rhodes in the ab-
a viable alternative."
fessor Gadbois had previ-
rculated a memo," Bob
L, associate professor of phi-
said. "He asked permission

it official - it was granted."

Force
Task Force also sent a del-

the Association of Higher
n and Disabilities confer-
d in New Orleans this sum-
earn more about offering
svices to students with spe-
s. Also, the appointment of
rlow as Disabilities Service
ator creates an office to
udents with disabilities can
pecial concerns.
tried to make it an even
feld for the student [with
c]," Hokanson said. "And
sag to involve them with the
rs, instead of having an out-
y do everything for them."
erine Owen Richardson,
res as Director of Interna-
ograms and Assistant to the
ic Dean, has attended,
, and now serves as an ad-
tor for Rhodes, and also is
by a physical disability.

on expressed great satisfac-
the Task Force's direction

ws.
nk the Task Force has made
headway in less than nine

procedure cannot always be fol-
lowed."

Approximately forty minutes of
discussion followed Cullen's argu-
ment during which faculty members
discussed numerous possible
amendments to the statement.

"We got ourselves into a proce-
dural nightmare, Llewellyn said. "It
was difficult even for the close ob-
server to know what was actually
being voted on. I pointed out that
we had lost our focus on the issue.

"After I was told that I could
make a motion to clear the decks,"
lew4ladded, "1 made the motion
to send the document to the Tenure
and Promotion Committee. The
committee could advise the faculty
on any recommendations that
needed to be made to the adminis-
tration and the Board of Trustees."

Sandra McEntire, associate pro-

fessor of English, concurred with this

Inside this Ismu

decision.
"The statement was turned over

to the Tenure and Promotion Com-
mittee as the most appropriate com-
mittee to be commenting on this
dilemma, she said.

Peter Ekstrom, associate profes-
sor of anthropology, made the mo-
tion for the faculty to reconvene
today.

Llewellyn noted, "Quite a few
faculty members believe we have a
serious matter here, and something
needs to be said to the Board of
Trustees quickly, but I do not think
every faculty member agreed... I am
not sure that anything needs to be
said to the Board of Trustees based
on what we know now.

Procedure for granting tenure is
stated in Rhodes College Handbook
1996-1997 (chapter 3, section x, page
(the other college) an answer.

See Faculty, page 2

"I had the hope that the faculty
would have amended it and voted it
up or down Gadbois said.

Dan Cullen, associate professor
of political science, raised two objec-
tions to the statement. The first per-
tained to language used in the final
paragraph of the statement.

His second objection, however,
addressed the second part of the
statement that addressed the sum-
mer award of tenure. Cullen noted
that emergency situations may arise
in which standard procedure for ten-
ure cannot be followed and advised
against any resolutions that-would
restrict exceptions to standard policy
in similar cases.

"One of the reasons I disagreed
with the tone and substance of the
statement was that it was commit-
ting us to an impossibly rigid
proceduralism," Cullen said. "There

are emergency situations in which

Update
months' time," Richardson said.

Hokanson believes the Task
Force's greatest achievement is in the
heightened awareness of faculty and
students when dealing with students
with disabilities.

"The response has been great,"
Hokanson said. "Students and fac-
ulty have been volunteering to be-
come more aware to the special
needs of a student with disabilities."

Both Hokanson and Richardson
believed that the campus has gone
through a period of change with the
introduction of the Task Force and
more information about people with
disabilities, adding diversity to a
mostly homogenous, in terms of lack
of physical or mental disabilities,
community.

Continued improvements to the
campus are currently being initiated
or in the planning stage. Both
Richardson and Hokanson were op-
timistic about the future.

"I no longer shake my head in
dismay at the [limitations of the]
campus anymore," Richardson said.
"I'm very pleased with the progress.

by Henry Murphy
Associate Editor

Tonight, at 9 PM in Tuthill, the
GSA will welcome Rhodes chaplain
Billy Newton into its public meeting,
to discuss and inquire into the cur-
rent trends of thought, and belief,
concerning homosexuality that are
prevalent in the Presbyterian
Church. According to Newton, who
attended the Church's General As-
sembly this summer, there is division
within almost all of the church's

structures. The question of how to
treat and define homosexuals has
been an issue of increasing urgency
and significance in all major reli-
gions in recent years, and even
Rhodes has its own controversy.
Chaplain Newton's main focus will
be to expose Rhodes students to the
differing, even competing, attitudes
that affect Rhodes directly, due to the
college's Presbyterian affiliation.
According to Jason Bishop'98, a co-
director of GSA, this forum was
Newton's idea
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So'wester Staff Editorial cards to obtain food. Also, building food acquirement a student over ioo

security s tightening and access is years later would enjoy while draw-
Recently ThCommrcialAppel more restricted in the past for rea- ing the Honor Code up, but perhaps

has praised the Honor Code at sons of safety. Andlast but not least, they wanted to promote a sense of
Rhodes, citing the maturity and the new Campus. Life Center and academic integrity and a tradition
strength of character reflected in Athletics Complex will require stu- that would garner the praise of the
such a policy. This is all well and dentstoshowproofoidentification outside community. Have they suc-
goodbutwe have toask ourselvesif if theywish to be allowed access. ceeded? Well, the Commercial Ap-
there really is anything present un- The question of trust certainly is peal would believe so. But what
derneath the mantle of the Honor raised, but ther is also the question about the people who promote the
Code. of responsibility and of focus. Honor Code to the community?

Certainly there is convenience. Honor Code violations do occur, They remind us of the rules, but not
The privilege to complete exams and they reflect upon the commu- of the academic integrity and the
without a proctor, the privilege to eat nityas a whole. It is the responsibil- sense of unity that might be a better
meals without the use of a meal card, ity of the community to act in a way to unite a community rather
and the unrestricted (so to speak) manner in which it wishes to be than that of ethnicity, degrees of af-
access of campus facilities are all treated. This is not a moral plea, but fluence, Greek afliation, or a num-
made available under the Honor rather an explanation of attitude. If ber of the other ways in which this
Code. Simply put: with trust there you choose to break the Honor community is homogenous. They
is a certain amount of privilege. But Code, Social Regulations Code, or speak of the penalties for infractions,
is this the full-force of the Honor even something mundane such as but not of the possibilities for a per-
Code. Certainly the signs around parking violations, you will be held sonal growth within a system specifi-
campus, the signs reminding you to accountable. This sounds like alec- cally designed for that purpose.
"Know the Code," would make it ture, but is a simple application of Whether or not the system is out-
seem that way. For practical reasons, the responsibility and repercussions dated, effective, or even 'right,' is not
the Honor Code is being re-evalu- at work in a functioning society like the question, that is a personal deci-
ated. Honor Code violations are ours (i.e. the 'real world'). sion. However, perhaps it should be
being committed, and the number But more importantly, there is reevaluated as to what the mentality
is steadily rising over the years. Per- the question of focus. As stated ear- for following and promoting the
haps the biggest source of contro- lier, is freedom and trust all the Honor Code is. Perhaps it does the
versy is the refractory, and the Honor Code embodies? Or is there Honor Code more of a disservice to
stealing of food. A plan is being con- a deeper meaning? The founders of look at it for the superficial, super-
sidered in which the refrectory the Honor Code probably did not fluous reasons than it does to break
would require students to use swipe envision the freedoms concerning it or disregard it all together.
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Minimum Wage Nightmares
MARY MCoY
THE UTTLE
HEMINGWAY

William Faulkner once said,
"You can't eat for eight hours a day
nor drink for eight hours a day nor
make love for eight hours a day- all
you can do for eight hours is work.
Which is the reason why man makes
himself and everybody else so mis-
erable and unhappy." It's a sobering
thought. Does this mean that it
doesn't matter whether we have edu-
cation, whether we work within our
field, or whether we choose a job for
love, for money, or for the gratifica-
tion of our parental units? Between
studying and class at Rhodes we all
work eight hours a day, and most of
us probably enjoy it in a sick way, but
I have a sketchy feeling that it's not
quite the same thing as the bad ole'
world.

This summer, I was a maid at

what I believe to be the sleaziest
Howard Johnson's in western Penn-
sylvania. I walked in on naked men.
I touched foul bodily fluids with my
bare hands ("Wait a minute.... that's
not snot on the bedspread"). I saw
first hand the glistening, sticky un-
derbelly of human nature. And that
was just the job itself. If it was only
a matter of making beds and scrub-
bing toilets, I could probably do it
again if I had to. But the thing that
made the job truly unbearable was
my co-workers.

I was not the typical HoJo maid,
and my co-workers blatantly de-
spised me because they knew I was
escaping to Memphis at the end of
summer. I worked with older
women who had been stuck in the
same job with the same minimum
wage pay for five to six years. It's
scary to see people who have lost
hope, people who simply won't try
to find a better job because they've
fallen into a masochistic love of
bitching about their situation. Then

there was the backstabbing, the co-
matose chain-smoking, the temper
tantrums. We each dealt with things
in our own negative way, I suppose,
because when your boss swears at
you, the guests assume you're stupid,
and even the employees at the
McDonald's across the street smirk
when you order a Big Mac in your
HoJo uniform, there's just no real
incentive to get all of that hair out
of the shower.

I go into this extensive detail
about my summer job for two rea-
sons. First, because I'm still psycho-
logically damaged from it, and I need
to get my hostilities out while I have
a captive audience; and second, be-
cause I have a distinct feeling that
most Rhodes graduates will never
have to work as a HoJo maid. I say
these things because I had the op-
portunity to live a life this summer
that I do not want to live in the fu-
ture. It was a wake-up call, if you
will.

Am I waxing elitist? I don't think

so. I would go into a spiel about why
we should not take for granted the
opportunity for higher education
and the fact that our families are
willing to spend all this money to
keep us here, but then I would feel
like a tool. Even th6ugh having a
college education eliminates many of
my minimum wage worries, it's not
enough.

Here's the thing. Even with edu-
cation, how many of us are going to
wind up with jobs we hate? My
parent's friends would tell me this
summer, "You hate your job? That's
why you're going to college." Yes, I
want a job that is cerebral, a job that
doesn't require me to detach myself
and sing Tom Waits songs in my head
all day to keep entertained, but then
why do I know so many intelligent
adults who hate what they do? Or
worse, the adults who exchange their
time and labor for money with com-
plete indifference to what their time
and labor is worth?

These questions scare me, and

there are no quick answers. Work is
real, and work is in the damn near
future. Once a high school English
teacher said to me,"Mary, the morn-
ing that I wake up and don't want to
be here, I'm quitting." This seems to
me the only way to think about work:
as an exercise of free will. But ay, here's
the rub. It requires something of us,
a certain amount of courage and self-
respect to be able to walk away from
what is stable and certain and giving
us a weekly paycheck and health ben-
efits. For many, these things gradu-
ally become more important than
idealistic notions of a perfect job, but
frankly, my dear, I'm just not ready to
contribute to Faulkner's view of man
(and woman) kind. Our education is
preparing us to make a lot of money,
not to love what we do. The decision
to do it for love is a personal one, but
to be in it for the money, whether mo-
tivated by good intentions, fear of in-
stability, or sheer greed is just a form
of prostitution. Heavens, children ...
we're above that.

'Pott-holes' On The Information Super-Highway

BRADY POTTSTHE
MACHIAVEWAN

Personal computers, it seems, are
a lot like the British Monarchy. They
never work and sometimes it's hard
to imagine a use for them other than
window dressing. Wondering exactly
why I spent the profits of a two-job
summer on my own personal 'HAL

I set out to find a valid use for my
large electronic paperweight, other
than lining Bill Gates' pockets. I fi-
nally came to the conclusion that
there are just two basic uses for this
giant calculator on my desk.
Option Number One:

Word Processing-Up until
college, I had written any papers on
a typewriter. Since using computers
regularly, I've lost a few papers due
to ill-placed surge protectors, and
programs with a nasty tendency to
freeze the entire setup; and after my
friends restrained me from putting
a few feet of lead piping through the
overgrown abacus, I've had to redo
each one. (Say what you want about

saving your work often, but if it was
such an easy thing to do, why do the
newer versions of most word pro-
cessing programs have an autosave?)
Option Number Two:

Keeping one from doing one's
homework, housework, or paper-
work - basically, from anything pro-
ductive. Aye, there's the rub. Were it
not for Pole Position, I'm sure I could
get more done. If you had to choose
between DigDug and Anthropology,
which would you choose? Be hon-
est. Don't even get me started on
Doom. And even if I wiped every
single one of them from my hard
drive, I would still be able to spend a
whole afternoon, as I did last Satur-
day, recording Beatles songs and
playing them backwards on some
sound utility - yes, Paul is dead - or
mucking with my system setup un-
til my computer thinks it's Shaft. By
the way, my computer really does
think it's Shaft. I wouldn't mind so
much if it would quit telling me "Cut
the crap, man" and "Git off my back."
Then it struck me.

The Internet! Cyberland,
Gatesville, the new frontier, the In-
formation Superhighway, wave of
the future and all that crap. And

where better to see the possibilities
of the information age than on our
own student server, the Colossus at
Rhodes College, where the best and
brightest denizens of the Net congre-
gate. (Okay, that last bit was push-
ing it.)

After an hour of surveying ev-
ery single page of the Student Web
Sites, two words kept running
through my head.

Dear God. (At this point it's only
fair to say that had I not been locked
out of my room wearing nothing but
a robe for about 45 minutes before I
sat down to write this, I might have
been a little more forgiving.)

Web pages have a potential for
ego extension exceeded only by, say,
newspaper columns. (And despite
what some may say about the info-
dispersal capabilities of the Net, I can
assure you that more people will see
any issue of a print publication
around here than "So-and-So's
Hotlinks!") The question that any
potential Webber must ask him or
herself is,"Does anyone really care?"

And if the ostensible purpose of
the Internet is to spread information,
here's a thought: "Let's keep it use-
ful, or at least not painful, okay?" If

there is in fact an Information Su-
perhighway, then we are currently
bums living underneath an overpass
in cardboard boxes, cooking pigeons
and humming "Dueling Banjos,"
while the average web site is a pot-
hole.

As far as the appearance of these
potholes: The layout designs for the
most part had the aesthetic qualities
of either Spam or the "brown acid"
that caused such a brouhaha at
Woodstock. Lines of text, followed
by the amount of exclamation points
usually reserved for dialogue in
"Cathy". I have seen the future, and
it is tacky.

The saving grace of a web page
has got to be - now listen carefully -
a front page that lets you choose what
you want to see. Novel concept,
right? Let me decide if I want to learn
all about your major. Because quite
frankly, I doubt that very many
people do. (Am I being harsh? Don't
worry, I wasn't referring to your
page.) That way I can skip learning
about your nicknames and favorite
line from "Pulp Fiction" or "The
Princess Bride" and get straight to
the software and weird links, like the
Shakespearean Insult or Random

Eighties Lyric servers. Now that's
entertainment. Some sites, in a
stroke of genius, even went so far as
to subdivide their links into catego-
ries like 'Useful, "Funny,' 'Computer
Related, 'etc. Now if we could get the
Colossus staff to do that with the web
pages, we'd be getting somewhere.

However, far be it from me to
give a blanket condemnation to all
of the Rhodes student sites. A num-
ber proved interesting, a few useful,
and a couple of them even worth a
giggle or two. To my great joy, there
seems to be a jihad in the making
against the squirrels around here.

This ill-founded belief that the
Internet will be a technological boon
and a forum for important discus-
sion seems to be a load of hot
Pentium chips around here, unless
you consider the "Ross and Rachel"
debate something that deserves
bandwidth. Still, there was at least
one site that gave me hope for the
future of the Internet. The author
simply said, "This would be the
obligatory personal information that
you don't give a damn about, if I'd
bothered to write it. But I didn't.
Neener-neener-neener." I think that
says it all.

Visit the Sou'wester Online at www.students. rhodes. edu/sw
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EVERYONE WILL GIVE YOU
THEIR TWO CENTS WORTH, BUT WILL

THAT BE ENOUGH TO RETIRE ON?

Today there seems to be an investmentexpert or financial advisor almost every.

where you turn. But just how qualihed are alt

these experts?

Peace of mind about your future comes frons

solid planning. From investments and services

designed and managed with your needs and

retirement security specifically in mind. The kind

of investments and services TIAA-CREF has

been providing for more than 7S years.

WE'LL HELP YOU BUILD
A REWARDING RETIREMENT.

Our counselors are trained retirement profes-

sionals who have only you and Your uture in

mind. So you're treated as the unique person

you are, with special needs and concerns about

retirement. And that makes for an understand-

ing, comfortable relationship

With TIAA-CREE you have plenty of :hoate

and flexil61lit in building your retirement nest

egg- from TIA's guaranteed traditional annuit

to thte investment opportunities of CREF's seven

variable annuity accounts. And we're nonprofit.

so our expense charges are anong the lowest in

the insurance and mutual fund industries. That

means more of your money is where it should

be - working for you.

TIAA-CREF in nos the largest private pension

system in the world, bases on assets under man-

agement - managing more than S150 billion in

assets for more than one and a half million people

throughout the nation.

TIA-CREF:
THE CHOICE THAT MAKES SENSE.

Its tough to wade through all the -advice" to find

a reliable pension plan provider. But as a member

of the education and research community, your

best choice is simple: TIPA-CREF Because when

it comes to helping %ou prepare for retirement, our

annuities sill add up io more than spare change.

For more information about how TIAA-CREF

can help ou prepare for the future, call our

Enrollment Hotline at I 800 842-2888.

Ensuring the future
for those who shape it.'

". ,xr rll l ., ..«el "m I Ir.. , lhrr~~r

Kennedy Urges Protection
of National Parks
by Steven Perry
Staff Correspondent

Roger Kennedy, director of the National
Parks Service, visited Rhodes last week as
part of the annual Gilliland Symposium.
His address, given last Tuesday night in
Hardie Auditorium, dealt with the problems

generation to generation. This is accom-
plished by protecting the natural beauty of
a place such as Yosemite for our children to
appreciate, or by setting aside the "hallowed
ground" of a place like Gettysburg to re-
mind us of the errors of our past. As a re-
sult, the parks are not just a common
patriotic bond, but also a shared reminder

that we have re-
sponsibilities to
our children, our
natural resources,
and our nation.

His speech
also dealt with the
various policy
concerns facing
the Park Service.
Kennedy 'de-
scribed the vari-
ous problems that
cloud the future
of the parks, the
most pressing of
them being the
simple lack of
funds. Due to this
lack, historical
sites have deterio-
rated and parts of
some of the na-
tional parks have
had to be closed.
He candidly ar-
gued that taxes
would have to be
increased and fees
raised to help pay
for the much
needed repairs.
He pointed out
that during the
Great Depression

the parks received
twice as much

Roger Kennedy, director of the National Park money in propor-
Service, lectured at the annual Gilliland tion to visitors as

Symposium. they do today.
facing the National Parks and the prospects With over 270 million visitors to the
for dealing with them, parks annually, Kennedy reminded the au-

He began by telling the audience why dience, there is obviously enough public
we have national parks to begin with. interest. It is only a matter of pointing out
Abraham Lincoln, who created Yosemite the financial needs to the public and tap-
National Park, felt, said Kennedy, that parks ping into this group of interested people to
could be a part of the "pursuit of happiness" create legislative action.
that the Founders envisioned when they es- Kennedy went on to cover several
tablished this nation. As Kennedy put it, other issues, such as a call for saving the
parks were to be a "Sabbath in space, not Everglades, as well as ideas for changes
time". He continued by saying that the parks to the c.urrent parks operations.
were the best of our lands, set aside to serve Kennedy's hope is that our National
as a common bond for all of us, a great, Parks can be protected for the genera-
shared pride in our nation and its natural tions that succeed us. If this happens
beauty. and the parks are saved, says Kennedy, we

Kennedy went on to say that the parks will be not only handing down to our
were a part of "sustaining the American children these parts of our American
heritage and the American community," a landscape, but our sense of responsibil-
way of preserving a part of'ourselves from ity and good stewardship as well.
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Change and Anti-Hazing Prevention
Mark Men and Women's Rush
by Allison Lasiter
Layout Editor

This fall, formal Rush underwent further
change and, hopefully, more improvement.
These changes, which affected sororities more
than fraternities, were discussed as early as
February of last semester when the
Panhellenic Council met with the elected
Panhelienic representatives from each soror-
ity and discussed possible changes and im-
provements to the women's Greek system.
According to Ceatriss Smith, Vice-President
of Panhellenic Council and of Panhellenic
Rush, these changes the Council discussed
resulted in a more open and diplomatic spirit
between the sororities.

One of the most noticeable changes made
in rush was the elimination of informal out-
ings. These casual rush activities had been
seen as a part of formal rush, and as such were
excluded from the rush schedule as a result of
approval from each sorority on campus.
Smith said, "The absence of informal rush
activities was most beneficial to the rusbees.
[Feedback from sororities] told us that infor-
mal outings made the rushees feel uncomfort-
able in conversations [with actives]." The
exclusion of these informal outings resulted
in a shortened formal rush, lasting one week,
as opposed to the two and a half week period
in previous years.

Other changes included limiting the num-
ber of sorority members that could be in a
car with a rushee at one time, developing an
upperclassmen quota, and limiting the
amount of sorority members of the same
house that could talk to a rushee at one time.
These rules, discussed and voted on by each
sorority, were a result of Greek students' con-
cerns expressed at a rush informational forum
held last semester.

In order to produce more accurate bid-
ding and in-between formal party results for
each house, a new computerized tally system
was used. This system enabled the Panhellenic
Council to spend more time planning
Panhellenic events during rush and allowed
rush counselors to spend more time with the
students participating in rush. Also, tabulat-
ing votes from the houses and gathering
rushee preference results required less time.

On Women's Bid Day, September 7, all
Greek women were required by National
Panhellenic Laws to remain with their respec-
tive sororities until midnight, as well as re-
frain from any activities that involved males
or the consumption of alcohol until noon the
next day. According to Lizzy Lokey, President
of the Panhellenic Council, this rush was the
first time that Rhodes' sororities were required
to adhere to the National Panhellenic policy
regarding Bid Day. Lokey said "Enforcing this
new rule was solely for the benefit of new so-
rority pledges and the sororities as a whole.
This way, Bid Day was specified as a time for
girls to be together as a sorority and spend a

significant amount of time together with the
girls they had just extended membership bids
to."

According to Frank Farmer, President of
the Interfraternity Council, important
changes were made to men's rush as well. In
the annual review of the Ipc's bylaws, the
council moved to change a number of things
in order to make rush more enjoyable and ap-
pealing to prospective new members of all fra-
ternities. Those that were implemented
included allowing all interested students to
rush without having to pay a fee mandated
by the 'PC, and dropping the maximum quota
standard that has been used in the past. In
addition, all fraternities were able to accept
as many new pledges as they wished, and the
number of men a fraternity could extend a
bid to was not determined by the Isc. Mitchell
Klink, Vice President of IFc and head of Rush,
said, "The quota in the past has served more
to the deficit than the benefit of the Greek Sys-
tem, essentially limiting the total number of
Greek [men]." In addition, Klink said that
"the quotas and the plan of each house con-
trolled the number of pledges, not the Iec."

IFC continued to uphold its policy of a
"dry rush," which meant no alcohol was to
be consumed at formal rush activities, walk-
throughs, or rush parties that occurred dur-
ing the fraternities' three week formal rush
period. Klink said, "Because of the high-
profile atmosphere for the Greek system
during rush, it is especially important for
the fraternities to put their best foot for-
ward, show their true purpose, and correct
any false impressions people might have. To
this end, the fraternities agreed to hold
events during which neither alcohol nor
women were present." Although there was
no policy regarding dry rush at weekend fra-
ternity parties off campus, rush counselors
from every fraternity were present at fra-
ternity rush parties to make sure the rules
were being upheld.

Bid Day, September 13, marked the end
of men's rush. Unlike Greek women, men
did not have to adhere to specific rules for
the twenty-four hours following their Bid
Day.

With new pledges now in the fraternity
and sorority houses, both men and women
will be conducting a series of pledge train-
ing and membership activities before their
new members' initiation into the group. It
is in these pledge activities that hazing could
occur, and from incidents that have taken
place within Greek groups, hazing is still
seen as a problem. However, both men and
women's Greek groups have strict policies
regarding hazing of new pledges, and mea-
sures were taken at the conclusion of rush
to re-emphasize these policies.

Men's anti-hazing policies were summa-
rized and presented at a session sponsored
by Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity on Mon-
day, September 16, in which all men pledg-

ing in fraternities were required to attend.
"Since a Tennessee state law has been passed
declaring hazing activities a felony, we were
concerned with making sure the men in
Greek groups were aware of this [law] and
the consequences of breaking it. We had a
very good turn out from the fraternities,
and I think everyone benefited from know-
ing the information, Farmer stated. Rhodes
College also has policies that concern the
treatment of hazing at Rhodes and contin-
ues to uphold its position in accordance
with the Tennessee state law.

Women were also required to attend a
hazing policy session, sponsored by Student
Activities, Gamma Phi Beta, and
Panhellenic Council, held on September 9.
New sorority members were reminded of
the college's policy on hazing as well as the
state law. Smith remarked, "It was impor-
tant that people knew the specifics. There
are incidents that most people don't know
about that are considered hazing and
needed to be brought to their attention." In
the week following the session, active mem-
bers of each sorority were required to sign
a statement verifying that they were aware
of the consequences of breaking these anti-
hazing laws and the school's policy, and that
they agreed to adhere to these rules.
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Iowa Poetry Prize Winner
Burns Reads From Collection
By Elizabeth Nichols
Staff Correspondent

On September 18, Ralph Burns,
editor of the distinguished literary
journal Crazyhorse and the 1996 win-
ner of the prestigious Iowa Poetry
Prize, gave an emotionally-charged
poetry reading to a group of Rhodes
faculty and students.

Reciting a varied array of his
works in a soft, measured tone,
Burns spanned the range of human
emotion, delving into such difficult
issues as the tenuous strength of
family bonds, the motivation of ran-
dom violence, the awakening of
adulthood, and the fallibility of the
Christian tradition.

Burns said that he does not ap-
proach his thematic choices pur-
posefully, but that they "come out of
the poems" as his work progresses.

When questioned about his in-
fluences, Burns expressed a great ad-
miration for Milton and
Shakespeare, and admitted the im-
pact that American poets such as
Frost, Whitman, and Dickinson had

on his development as a writer.
Burns' poems express a human

bareness and honesty that is remi-
niscent of the work of such innova-
tors.

He opened the reading with
"Stella," a poem exploring the almost
mythical relationship that Burs had
with his grandmother. Burns fol-
lowed with several poems from
Swamp Candles, his most recent col-
lection. These included "In the Bath-
room Mirror," "First Flight,"
"Swimming Pool," "The Happy
Story," and "To My Father in
Heaven."

Burns surprised the audience by
sharing several new works that he
had recently completed. "Wildflow-
ers of the Western World" was a tum-
bling play of words that evoked
crystal-clear visions of varied plants,
and "Comfort Inn" cast an ethereal
atmosphere over the mundane
events of everyday life.

Burns also commented on the
structure of his poems, saying that
although most do not hold to the
conventional rules of rhyme, he oc-

casionally employs traditional
methods to convey a needed tone,
as in the acrobatic "Two Birds;' or
stylistic methods, such as long sen-
tences.

"I like to write as many long sen-
tences as I can get away with," Burns
said.

"Force, a poem that describes
the random abduction of an inno-
cent woman, consists of only one
sentence, adding to its emotional
impact.

Though Burns admitted that the
material was shocking, he chose
such heavy subject matter 'because
these things really happen."

Overall, Burns' reading demon-
strated his adept understanding of
human motivation and his ability to
capture the essence of often complex
situations in a few words. His dis-
tinctive rhythm and fascinating con-
tent made the session an engaging
treat for lovers of poetry.

Burns is currently a professor of
creative writing and English at the
University of Arkansas and lives in
Little Rock with his family. His
works have appeared in The Ohio
Review, The Gettysburg Review, The
Indiana Review, and The Graham
House Review. Swamp Candles is
available for sale at the Rhodes
Bookstore.

"The Tall Man" was one of many entertainers featured
at the Mid-South Fair. Other attractions included
carnival games, rides, live music, and arts and crafts
by artisans from Memphis and the surrounding area.

by Elizabeth Watt
Staff Correspondent

On Sunday September 15, rain
darkened the day and forced the
McCoy Fest to move from the
amphitheatre to inside the Rat. The
McCoy Fest is an annual event that
encourages students to support the
theatre by buying subscriptions for
the McCoy Theatre season, and is
usually the event that generates
most student ticket sales.

The event is normally held in
the spring to promote the sale of
tickets for the following season, but
this year it was pushed to the fall
because of time constraints.

"Even this fall it was a rush to
get things finished with many stu-
dents juggling two rehearsal sched-
ules and classes," said senior
Heather Tyler, who organized the
entire event.
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The McCoy fest was held dur-
ing the dinner hours, between 430
and 6:30 PM Senior Scott Miller
and his band, Elysian Fields, vol-
unteered to play for the evening,
and the fest rocked with the acous-
tic sounds of various alternative
covers and original songs.

Pieces of a large cake honoring
the McCoy were handed out to all
new subscribers. The cake drew the
attention of many prospective buy-
ers, but few were prepared to pur-
chase subscriptions, and slices were
handed out to only fifteen new sub-
scribers, a less productive turnout
than what was hoped for.

"Even though it wasn't as suc-
cessful as in the past, it generated
interest and awareness among stu-
dents as to what was going on with
the theatre. And we are thankful to
Elysian Fields," said Tyler.

Students may still buy subscrip-
tions for this season for X16 and are
encouraged by the McCoy to do so.
The McCoy plans to have an excit-
ing year with its four shows, "Pip-
pin," 'The Shadowbox," 'Our
Country's Good," and "Ernest in
Love.'

McCoy Fest
Rained Into Rat
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Rhodes Still Waiting On Bryan Campus Life Center
by Brendan Minihan "I want to get this place running," sistants. campus than the old gym ever did. For more information on the
Sports Editor says Dean, "We're frustrated, but re- Dean is glad that about 6o% of Dean is confident that once construc- Campus Life Center, contact Matt

alistic that every project has delays." the Center work force is made up of tion is completed Rhodes will be Dean at 726-3940.
The entire Rhodes campus awaits So, when will the frustration be athletes proud of its new facility.

the completion of the Bryan Campus
Life Center.

Students can not wait to finally
use the indoor track, pod and other
promised recreational luxuries. Or-
ganizations are drooling over the idea
of a newballroom to throw parties in.
Michael Leslie, English professor, can
not wait to see how the colossal,
Gothic structure affects the landscape
of the campus.

Most of anyone though, Matt
Dean, Campus Life Center Director,
is ready for construction to end.

"We're all anxious," says Dean, "I
feel I am speaking for the entire [ath-
letic] staff when I say that we feel bet-
ter because Building B is complete."

Building B is the addition to the
old Mallory Gym. The training room
and weight rooms occupy the first
floor, and the coaches' offices are on
the second floor.

"The students have been great
putting up with the delays,"says Dean.
"We appreciate their patience! -

Dean admits that there are incon-
veniences with the delays in construc-
tion.

by Grant Gandy
Staff Correspondent

While last year's second and third
place finishes for the Rhodes women's
and men's cross country teams in the
Division II Southeast Regional meet
were the best in the history of the re-
spective programs, Coach Robert
Shankman and his teams are not
about to settle for merely being
"good!' Thisyear's goal for both teams
is simple qualify for the national meet
by being the best team in the south-
east.

The University of Memphis Invi-
tational marked the first intercolle-
giate race of the season. Faced with a
deep Division I talent pod, the Lynx
were undeterred as they finished
fourth overall for the women and sev-
enth overall for the men, with both
teams finishing first among Division
III schools. Individual standouts were
Nicole Horvath (7TH mLAcs, =6 for
two miles) and the trio of Dave
Thomasson, Peter Quigg, and
Brendan Minihan (3RD, 24TH, 25TH;
=2237,2=40, 22:41 for four mile).

This past weekeWn the Lyx
travded to Nashvile for the Vanderbilt
Invitational Intermittent rainall and
a waterlogged course produced slick

hilk a fewwater crosings, poor foot-

over?
According to Brian Foshee, direc-

tor of Rhodes Physical Plant, the cen-
ter will be completed by December i,
1996.

Mast Dean is not as optimistic,
projecting absolute completion by
January, except for the outdoor pool
area, which will not be open until
Spring of 1997.

Dean hopes that the Lynx Lair, a
grill and social meeting place, will
make the students forget about the
frustrations they had prior to its
completion.

Dean is excited about the poten-
tial of using the new bar-coded iden-
tification cards distributed this year as
debit cards in the Lynx Lair.

"You can come over and charge
food or beverages to your account,"
says Dean. "The Lynx Lair will make
[the student center] the focal point of
the Rhodes community."

One promise Dean has fulfilled is
the amount of work-study jobs avail-
able in the Center. According to Dean,
89 positions have been filled by stu-
dent workers, including u trainer as-

ing, and slower times.
"[The course was] absolutelymis-

erable, I felt like I was running in a
fish tank at times," said first-year
Michael Richardson.

The men topped Vanderbilt by
one point to finish third overall be-
hind Belmont U. and the Univ. of
Memphis.

"We were hoping to beat Mem-
phis and Belmont, but we are still
psyched to have knocked off
Vanderbilt," senior Dave Speas, co-
captain, said.

Peter Quigg led the way for the
men's team finishing the five miler
eleventh overall with a time of 28:oo. -
Senior co-captain Brendan Minihan
was eleven seconds back in 15TH place,
followed by Dan Spinnenweber
(25TH, 28:54), Grant Gandy (26TH,
28:55) and Mike Wottle (28TH, 29:02).

The women fared well, too, beat-
ing cross-town rival Univ. of Memphis
en route to a small schools division
title and a fifth place overall finish.

Senior Nicole Horvath set the
pace in the three miler for the
women's team with her ninth place
finish in 19:35. She was joined by
temmates Diana Blythe (34T , ==),
Anne Hardwick (42m, =38), Emily
Ferguson (45TH, 21:44) and Megan
Emery (.48'1, 253).

"Athletes know more about the
building, and about what's going on
[with sports]"so it helps having them
in the gym, according to Dean.

Another bonus of the Center is
the membership plan for recent
Rhodes graduates.

Memberships are currently lim-
ited to Rhodes students, with a grand-
father clause for the graduating classes
of the past three years.

The Classes of 1994 and 1995 re-
ceive discounts on alumni member-
ship, paying annual charges of $i8o
and $2oo, respectively. The Class of
1996 is allowed one year of free mem-
bership. Regular alumni membership
is $300 per year

Students, faculty and student or-
ganizations will have to wait another
several months before the center is fin-
ished, but Dean stresses that the cur-
rent building is offering more to the

Former N.F.L. Giant Mullady Inspires F.C.A.
by Anna Pinchak Buffalo Bills and the New York Gi- alized I didn't know him," Mullady
Staff Correspondent ants. said.

What lies inside the heart and
mind of an athlete? Many athletes
themselves often find this question
difficult to answer.

Last Monday evening, Tom
Mullady, the only Rhodes graduate
ever to play in the National Football
League, shared some of his struggles
and triumphs from a spiritual
standpoint at the weekly Fellowship
of Christian Athletes meeting in the
Orgill Room.

When he was twelve years old,
Tom Mullady had a dream. He
dreamed of playing in the NFL. Foot-
ball had always played a central role
in his life, according to Mullady, and
upon graduating from Southwest-
ern at Memphis in 1979, he realized
his dream and signed with the Buf-
falo Bills. He maintained the posi-
tion of tight end throughout high
school, during his years at South-
western and while playing with the

Mullady says that although he
had achieved his goal of playing in
the NFL, he was still not content.
"Football had become the focus of
my life, and on that day, football was
not there for me," Mullady said,
speaking of a day when he allowed
an interception that would change
the momentum of the game and
create a loss for his team.

Mullady decided that his life
needed to be re-prioritized. He and
his wife, Cynthia, whom he had met
during freshman orientation at
Southwestern, were living from
week to week, according to Mullady.
"My future was being decided based
on my performance in each football
game."

Upon reflection, Tom Mullady
discovered that he"had been follow-
ing the wrong thing." He says he
knew that he needed something real
in his life.

"I looked to the Lord, and I re-
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Mullady read, to a group of over
twenty, Revelations 3:20:

"Behold I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will enter his house
and dine with him, and he with mef

According to Mullady, he saw an
image of Christ knocking on his door

"He wasn't forcing his way into
mylife. He was asking me to open the
door' said Mullady.

After making the conscious deci-
sion to place God first in his life,
Mullady was able to refocus and
maintain his faith.

Mullady enjoys giving speeches to
young athletes because he remembers
his sports idols of his era speaking to
him. He knows that when he was
young, he gained much from the en-
couragement adult athletes gave him

Mulladyworksin the Human Ser-
vices Department of Federal Express,
Memphis, and is an active supporter
of Rhodes football games.
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Where Am I? Perspectives From The Class of 2000
by Melody Barnett
Scene Editor

This year, the Scene page will be
focusing on different aspects of the
Rhodes identity. In order to form a
more accurate picture of life at
Rhodes, Scene will address a variety
of questions: Who are we as a col-
lege? What makes Rhodes unique?
Who are the students? What are
their concerns? In our first Scene
feature, members of the Class of
2000 were asked give their first im-
pressions of Rhodes. Discovering
why these students chose Rhodes
over other colleges is the first step
towards uncovering the elements
that make Rhodes unique.

"They treated you like a person
rather than a number," said John
Wayne McCants "I got a better feel-
ing for the community [at Rhodes] "
During his college search, McCants
regarded the Honor Code as a fea-
ture unique to Rhodes. "I saw that it

worked at Rhodes, was important at
Rhodes. I wanted to help keep it
working." McCants was elected to
the Honor Council last week.

"What really brought me here
was the campus, and how beautiful
it was,' said Heather Wright, a first-
year Rso senator.

"Everybody was really nice, so I
didn't feel as intimidated as I might
have felt somewhere else," said
Wright. Like McCants, Wright
wanted to get involved in some as-
pect of student government during
her first semester.

Amy Killebrew was also im-
pressed by the campus community.

"When I stepped onto the
Rhodes campus, I knew that this was
where I wanted to go:

Killebrew said. "The classes, the
students- everybody was so nice."

Campus tours and interviews
played a large part in helping many
of these students develop an idea of
what to expect at Rhodes, both aca-

demically and socilly.
"[Rhodes] is more liberal than I

expected," said Wes Meador. 'I
thought it would have had doser ties
to the Presbyterian Church." While
Meador indicated that these two
conditions differed from his expec-
tations, he said that he did not re-
gard the difference as necessarily
positive or negative, but was com-
mitted to staying.

"I had high expectations, but I
just wasn't really sure it was where
I'd want to be," said Meador. "Now I
know I'll be here for four years." Al-
though Meador had visited Rhodes
for a campus tour and an interview,
he was not aware of the "Search" and
"Life" requirements until he filled
out his schedule.

While some students chose
Rhodes for its aesthetics, others, such
as Lisa Bentivogli, selected Rhodes
sight unseen.

"Academically, it's what I ex-
pected," said Bentivogli. "It seems to

be more conservative than I had ex-
pected, though."

Campus tours, interviews, and
view books may help students dur-
ing their college selection process,
but campus life on a page can differ
from life in the dorm. How do ex-
pectations compare with reality,
once you have become a part of the
Rhodes community?

"I feel that the teachers really do
care, that they actually take time out
to show us individual attention:' said
Josh Solomon. "Since I've been here,

I've had the best time. I love the abil-
ity to make friendships here, to ran-
domly say'hi' to anybody."

Mark Anderson is proud to be a
part of the Class of zooo, a class that
he feels "wants to move Rhodes even
doser to being the finest liberal arts
college in the world."

"I'm very happy that I came
here: said Anderson. "The campus
is beautiful, the people are friendly
the professors are challenging. Most
importantly, Rhodes has given me
the opportunity to get involved."
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Shocking Truth Behind Bloody
September Sixth Massacre Revealed
By Steele Means
Rhode'ster Manimal

"Let this serve as a more than fair
warning to those who seek to destroy
the spirit of our brothers and sisters
in the animal kingdom. Vengeance
is ours, saith SAAr" (Society for the
Advancement of Animal Divinity).
Forget the Masons, the CIA and even
the Illuminati as the key players in
conspiratorial designs to subjugate
the world. This distinction now falls
to the heretofore unknown Society
for the Advancement of Animal Di-
vinity. The society's agenda and phi-
losophy have remained hidden to
even the most experienced historian
and researcher for untold centuries.
However, the deadly secrets of SAAD
can now be revealed. In addition to
exposure of the society's overall de-
signs, the shocking truth behind the
November 6TH Massacre will be told
as well as the horrifying evidence it
contributes towards the thought
that the Rhodes community may
well already be under SAAD'S influ-
ence.

On September 6TH, 1996 a
group of Rhodes students gathered
at a home on North Thomas for
what had been termed the "Shoot
the Dog Party". This meant that if
less than sixty people showed up for
this party, the dog pictured on the
fliers advertising the event would be
killed. Apparently, either many
people didn't take this threat seri-
ously or just didn't care, because
well under sixty people bothered to
attend. However, the coordinators
of the party had every intention of
carrying out their threat. This event
had been organized by five members
of the freshmen class, who believed
that this would be their rite of pas-
sage into college life and prove them
worthy to the upperclasspeople.

The party began at approxi-
mately ten o'clock at night. How-
ever, the dog was apparently not
killed until midnight. At first, it ap-
peared to be a normal college blow-
out, except for the fact that two
students, who had objected to any
proposed killing of the animal, had
been fed to the dog as its last meal.
Around the midnight hour, the
freshmen organizers, disgruntled
and dismayed over the fact that only
fifteen other freshmen had decided
to come to the party, decided to
make good on their threat.

The Dog, the gun.

The dog was shot in cold blood,
to the dismay of some and the
drunken delight of others. What
happened thereafter is too ghastly to
imagine. The official police report
of the story-reads that at an unspeci-
fied time after the shooting of the
dog, a group of militant animal-
rights activists burst in and, pur-
porting to avenge the dog's murder,
turned the entire gala into a blood-
bath. The Memphis police depart-
ment has declined comment on this
matter except to assure the parents
of the victims that "All of the stu-
dents died quick and painless
deaths. Hell, they were too drunk to
care anyway."

According to an anonymous
source who recently defected from
the group, "Shooting college kids
crosses the line." According to this
source, SAAD is a secret society
whose central philosophy is that hu-
man beings have usurped control of
the Earth and mocked the divine
entity of the animal kingdom. They
seek to return animals "to their
rightful places as the twenty-six in-
dividual Gods and Goddesses of this
realm."

According to this source, SAAD
has three main organs. The first is
the political wing, whose ultimate
goal is the placement of the family
pets of present world leaders into
power. They are presently engaged
in coercing the leaders of every na-

Disclaimer: No animals were harmed during the shooting of this photo.

tion on Earth to place their pets into
the public spotlight. This is being
done so that these animals, when
they do take control, have an idea
of how to handle the media. The
second is the economic wing, which
is now in the process of infiltrating
the world market by devaluing those
items which make human life more
comfortable, such as automobiles,
while greatly raising the demand,
and therefore value, for certain
'luxury items' for house pets. The
third is the paramilitary force of
SAAD, who bear responsibility for
the September 6TH Massacre. The
directive of this section of SAAD is
apparently to forcibly prevent and
apply retribution to any humans
participating in efforts to subjugate
and/or cause harm to the animal
kingdom. Supposedly, this third
wing has intervened and caused
havoc in animal sacrifices, rodeos,
pet shows, and kennels around the
world.

Despite speculation to the con-
trary, sAAD is apparently uncon-
nected to any other animal rights
organization. "Some members of
PETA (People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals) or the sPCA (Sb-
ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals) will undoubtedly be
charged with the massacre. sAAD's
influence reaches from the um all
the way down to every local govern-
ment in the world. Trumped-up

charges against an easy and visible
target like PETA won't be a problem."'

Evidence of sAAD's influence in
the media and in the economy has
become apparent in the passt sev-
eral yeaars. Our source pointed to
the inordinate amount of media
coverage for Socks, the'First Cat' at
the beginning of the Clinton Ad-
ministration and the marketing of
such items as air-conditioned dog
houses.

"The Rhodes community has
been unknowingly subjugated by
sAAD's minions. They truly have
connections in every corner of the
globe. How else do you think they
knew about this party?" said the
source.

The source pointed out the fact
that there are indications of SAAD'S

influence all over the Rhodes cam-
pus. For example, seemingly in-
nocuous pictures of 'family pets'
grace the desks of various members
of the Rhodes administration. The
idolatry of the lynx as our mascot,
demonstrated by the Lynx Statue as
well as the person who puts on a
lynx costume to rally the fans at
football games, is also suspect. One
can also not discount the possibil-
ity of Rhodes students being in-
volved with SAAD In fact, many
students here sport T-shirts that bla-
tantly idolize the lynx. No member
of the Rhodes community was will-
ing to comment on any of these al-
legations. The only exception was
one young man who made some
sort of secret sign with his hands,
and said, " Go Lynx!"
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Riches Wreaks Havoc InChicago
In NameOf Rebel Democrats
by Rebecca Anderson
Supreme Rhode'ster Goddess

The 1996 Democratic National
Convention showed resemblance to
the infamous 1968 Convention when
riots that broke out on the first night
continued for three days. The cause
of the riots are unknown at pressent,
but speculation points to the pres-
ence of Sou'wester Editor in Chief
Erin Riches as one of the in-
stigators of unrest.

Riches, who gained ad-
mission to the convention on
press credentials that she
'found' the night before, is
suspected to be part of a co-
vert movememt within the
Democratic party. This rebel
faction, known on the inside
as 'Boudreaux, Espinosa and
Erin Riches' (B.E.E.R) is linked
to several other civil distur-
bances within the past several
weeks. It is unknown whether
the incidents, which include
three failed car bombings and
an unsuccesful attempt at
bank robbery are connected to
the groups political agenda.

According to an internally
published mainfesto, BEER is
committed to"The idolization
of Ted Kennedy and all that he E
stands for:' In accordance with this
purpose, states the manifesto, all
BEER meetings are held within the
confines of a sprawling, fence-en-
closed estate and are "cocktail-in-
cluded." To further protect secrecy,
the group's estate, refered to affec-
tionately as "the compound" is
elaborately disguised as a private, lib-
eral arts college and is located in the
heart of an unknown major South-
ern city.

This year's Democratic
National convention was the site of
BEER's first attempt at direct con-
frontation with the rest of the
Democratic party. According to eye-
witnesses, Riches stormed the stage
during a speech by Vice-President Al

Gore. Riches reportedly shoved
Gore out from behind the podium
and wrenched the microphine from
his hands while shouting, "OK, spot-
ted owl-boy! Let's see who's the
tough one now!" Riches then pro-
ceeded to deliver BEER's first public
statement to a crowd of stunned
party officials and delegates.

"OK. We're BEER and we're here
to say we are not going to sit idly by

rin Riches does Hillary Clinto
and watch this country go to hell in
a handbasket. We used to support
Bill Clinton, but then that whole'in-
haling' issue came out. Besides, we
got really sick of hearing that damn
Fleetwood Mac song ad nauseum in
92. 1 mean, who wants to vote for a
guy with such a lame campaign
song."

Riches then presented a list
of BEER demands to the party. Some
of the items proposed in this 342
page document included tax breaks
for anyone who consumes more
than 200 Martinis each year, the
excecution of the current congress in
its entirety, and increased funding
for higher education.

After stating the arouo's de-

mands, Riches issued a call to action.
She is reported to have tossed a live
nuclear warhead into the crowd and
let out a scream that in the words of If I
one delegate, "sounded like a
scitzophrenic hyena being burned the
alive." cr

Riches' action is credited as the Rh
cause of the ensuing chaos. Accord-
ing to eyewitness reports, the 1M
conventin hail quickly exploded into to

"a seething mass of anarchy." in
Allegedly, violent conflict !ye
among delegates, speakers ho
and members of the press en- ho
sued with each side claiming ! c

S that they were under execu- i

tive order to "kick some ma-
jor ass." nlo

A delegate to the conven-
tion, who asked not to be
identified, described the un- to
expected appearcnce of BEER i
as "just what this convention jcl
needed. Sure, it's nice to be ! I
here and all, but these things
do tend to get a bit dull. A i5c
riot was exactly what we
needed to shake things up." bo

Another delegate con-
curred. Covered with blood 101
and brandishing a sign read-
ing "Alabama loves Bill" this IW
delegate shouted "Now as,

n. maybe thoseRepulicanswill 1pt
get the picture! You can't mess with kn
a bunch of mad liberals!" The del-
egate then beat a concession stand I "
worker to the point of death with his Rk
sign.

It is unclear whether Riches or
any of the suspected members of the
BEER will be issued any crinimal
charges. A special panel composed C.
of top-level presidential advisors is to
currently determining the proper w]
course of action. It is speculated that an
the members of BEER will either be e
appointed to as yet undefined posi- be
tions dealing with National Security,
or all three will be publicly P'
excecuted.
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'The Other One' Speaks
Advice From Jesus' Little Bro'
by James the Nazarean
(Mary McCoy)

Putting in a guest appearance as
this month's Rhodes'ter celebrity ad-
vice columnist, we have a young
gentleman who hails from the little
town of Nazareth. Now, who are we
fooling, we tried to get his brother,
but you know, things fell through
with His people, our people, Yahweh
had Him totally booked. So it goes.
But all things aside, we're happy to
welcome as an honorary member to
the Rhode'ster staff, Jesus' little
brother, James.

A few words about James, since
he has been sorely neglected in the
New Testament, and resultedly, has
become immensely bitter. He hopes
that his appearance in today's
Rhodester will help fuel support for
his research organization, Citizens
Raising Unholy Cain In Favor of
Relatives of the Messiah (caucl-
roaM). James attended Nazareth
Junior College and earned degrees in
tent-making and dental hygeine. He
lives at home with his mother and
works part time at Taco Bell. Some-
times Jesus lets him hang out with
the disciples, but in his spare time
he enjoys hot-wiring cars and dove
hunting. Now, we turn our faithful
readers and their troubles over to
James and his patient ear.

Dear James,
Why is it that a good-looking,

intelligent, sensitive man like myself

sits home on Friday nights while the
chicks go for these jerk guys who
treat them like crap? I have plenty
of female friends, but they all think
of me as'a nice guy' or'a big brother.'
Do women still want to be respected,
to have doors held open for them, to
be taken out to dinner, or am I just
living in the wrong century? Do I
need to change myself to get a girl?

-lJust a Friend

Dear Friend:
Want a little cheese with your

whine? There's nothing on this
planet that drives me crazier than
guys like you. Are you a freshman?
I know you are, so don't bother tell-
ing me otherwise. But believe me, I
know where you're coming from.
Try living with Jesus. The chicks dig
Jesus so hard core. I mean, every-
where we go it's Jesus this and Jesus
that. Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. I feel like
I'm on the frigging Brady Bunch.
And they're all falling all over them-
selves to touch Him. They stand in
line to frigging touch Him. And
there's the ones who really get into
it. I once saw this babe wash His feet
with her hair. Her hair, you dig me?
And here's the thing that's just prize;
he doesn't care. Sometimes I get
chicks, but it's just 'cause I'm Jesus'
brother and all, and they're just us-
ing me to get to Jesus. Don't your
problems seem frigging insignificant
compared to that? Huh? Now, like I
said, stop your whining. It could be
worse. You could be related to Jesus.

Dear James,
I've always dreamed of being a

carpenter, but my father is pressur-
ing me to go into the ministry. What
should I do?

-Confused In Nazareth

Dear Confused:
Very funny, Wiseass.

Dear James,
My boyfriend recently suggested

that I move in with him. I know
what Jesus would say, but I was curi-
ous... What do you think?

-Looking for a Loophole

Dear Loophole:
Kid, there's one thin3 I know for

sure, and it's that Yahweh really has
a thing about adultery. And the
thing is, He goes and makes it more
difficult than it is already. First, it
was just "no adultery." Okay, easy
enough. People were getting off on
technicalities right and left on that
one, until He runs His holy finger
through the Bible and changes all of
the "adultery" to "fornication."
Then, if that doesn't narrow things
down enough, He forms a con-
spiracy with the authors of
Webster's Dictionary to write up a
technical definition of fornication
that basically gets you to the point
where unless you're married-
couple-lights-out-face-to-face-
fifteen-minutes you wind up in hell.
So, as far as I know, there is no loop-
hole. Sorry.

RHODE'STER
The Rhode'ster is a species of carnivorous insect found in
mid-western Arkansas. While deadly poisionous, these
insects are also a delicacy amoung the local population.

Sniffing Glue
Erin Riches

Making Herself Pass Out
Rebecca Anderson

Huffing Gas
Henry Murphy

Horking White Out
James Spears

Smoking Catnip
Allison Lasiter

Ridalin Connections
Melody Barnett, Bryn McDougal,

Rob Cole, Brendan Minihan

Eating Entire Bags of Pixy-Stix
Benji Hughes, Mary McCoy, Steele Means,

Brady Potts, Allison Rantisi

Drinking Jolt Cola

Enrique Espinosa

Theme Song
Inna-Gadda-Davida

Drinking NyQuil
Allen Boudreaux

Licking Frogs
Rebecca Anderson

Sticking Their Fingers in Electrical Outlets
Allen Boudreaux, Enrique Espinosa

The Rhode'ster may cause heart palpitations, dizziness and/or blurred
vision. Do not attempt to operate heavy machinery while under the
influence of The Rhode'ster. Saftey sealed for your protection. Do not
use if printed seal is broken or missing. Do not use for more than
seven days unless directed by a physician. Keep out of reach of ocelets.

Reaching the Rhode'ster
Raise your left hand. Now raise your right. As long as you're

still doing what we say, go get us a turkey pot pie.

Introduction to The Rhode'ster: Section 101
by Reverend Brady Potts
Rhode'ster Spiritual Advisor

... Do not attempt to adjust
your set. We control the vertical.
We control the horizontal. Pre-
pare to be taken to the Outer
Limits of the first amendment,
and the Twilight Zone of Journal-
ism-welcome to the Rhodes'ter
'96-'97 - and in the immortal
words of Pvt. Hudson, "We're on
the express elevator to Hell, go-
ing down!"

Greetings to all ye
freshpersons (We at the
Rhodes'ter are nothing if not po-
litically correct.) In the name of
Grand Bitch Editor Rebecca "I
thought your first name was

Pamela" Anderson (Hey, you suck
up where you work, I'll suck up
where I work.)

Freshfolk, welcome to Mem-
phis and welcome to Rhodes and
classes and out-of-control cam-
pus safety go-carts. Feel free to
stop by our offices in the ever-so-
dungeonesque basement of
Palmer and say "Hi." Love offer-
ings are accepted. Fan letters are
pinned on the wall. Hate mail is
laughed at and then we flood
your email with movie scripts
and dumb forwards. We'll even
let you work for us, if you ask re-
ally nice. It's loads of fun, writ-
ing for the Rhodes'ter, really. In
the immortal words of a malevo-
lent hillbilly,"Squeeeeeel, piggyl"

Actually I think I heard that on
men's bid night while walking
past a certain house, but I'm not
naming names.

Let me tell you a little bit
about myself and my editor. My
official title is 'Reverend: No, re-
ally, call the ra and ask 'em to
look up my social security num-
ber. We find that it helps when
we're praying our mothers don't
read any of the tripe we regularly
publish. I am a dedicated tool of
the Man, my favorite Power
Ranger is Kimberly, and my hob-
bies include missing deadlines,
using these articles as a vehicle
for my enormous ego, being
snide, and trying to catch who-
ever the hell has been going out

of the fire door on the first floor
of Townsend. (And if you're read-
ing this, I will catch you, and then
Kenny McGhee, Matt LaFevor,
and I will jump up and down on
your head.)

The editor of this rag is the
ever-so lovely Rebecca Anderson.
Her official title is 'Bitch Editor.'
Seriously, she'll even respond to
it. Try calling her that, she likes
it. I don't know any of her hob-
bies, other than theater, sending
me threatening e-mail about the
aforementioned deadlines, cor-
recting her writers' horrid gram-
mar, and chain-smoking Camel
Filters. There are other people on
the staff and had I felt like it I
would have learned their names,

but hey, that's what bylines are
for.

In closing, look forward to a
year of inanity, slander, and sen-
sationalist articles. We will do
nothing short of something to
ensure that you, faithful reader,
have something amusing to read,
our good standing around the
school and financial aid alloca-
tions be damned. (Although you
will notice that we rarely attack
Art'All Heart' Weeden, hallowed
be his name.) The Rhode'ster's
the name, muckraking's the
game, and we won't stop until
we're the most despised group on
campus. And in the immortal, al-
beit slightly paraphrased words
of Socrates, "We drank what?"
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Aliens Bent On PlanetaryDestruction Invade Rhodes
by Benji Hughes
Rhode'ster Special Agent

In a surprise attack by a race fa-
mous for the military might, atti-
tude, and tactical genius of a dead
Ewok, Rhodes College was chosen
last week as the site of their first foray
into terran territory. One of the cap-
tured, interrogated aliens explained,
"We were looking to begin our ad-
vance at one of your world's great
cultural and educational centers.
But there was no parking at the Paris
Theater, and it seemed such a waste
not to attack something, so we just
sorta hovered down the street until
we saw a likely spot. And, inciden-
tally, the phrase 'terran territory'
sounds really silly."

The warlike beings arrived on
campus around 3:oo PM last Thurs-
day, in ships that, despite the obvi-
ous similarities in appearance, bore
no relation to Little Debbie Oatmeal
Pies. They had managed, through
the strategy of waving and smiling
winningly at the Campus Safety of-
ficer on duty, to attract no negative
attention, until a group of physics
majors-trapped on the roof of
Rhodes Tower after the last terror-
ist/alien debacle (which, as regular
readers of the Rhode'ster know,hap-
pen at least twice a week)-spotted
the spacecraft.

"'Huh,' I thought," explains

Joanna Blankner. "'There's a big
piece of melba toast floating there.'
What? Oatmeal pie? Yeah, okay,
whatever. Jeez, I hate reporters":' The
group quickly took action. "We sent
out an e-mail, thinking that anyone

who really prefers the voice mail sys-
tem would be too stupid to help
much," said Tehsin Syed. Soon after,
another major realized that it was
still possible to make real-time calls
with the phone as well, and alerted
Campus Safety to the invasion. They
were fined for being on the roof.

Realizing that they would need

someone of a military bent to repel
the menace, Campus Safety sent a
voice mail ("Typical," said Syed) to
Admiral Harlow, who quickly took
command of the situation.

"He was like a great stallion," said

a spokesperson from the
Chancellor's Office,"noble, majestic,
a velvety sheen of manly sweat cov-
ering his nake-oh, you mean the
Admiral. Yeah, I suppose he was
noble and stuff too. I wasn't paying
attention. Want an oatmeal pie?"

Harlow quickly arranged to
have a fighter plane made available

to him, as well as having his beauti-
ful wife, Peggy, placed under a pile
of rubble at the as-yet-uncompleted
Bryan Hall, feeling it was his duty to
fill the profound lack of pathos and
drama the invasion had thus far in-

spired.
He then called upon members of

last year's Sou'wester staff, wisely
thinking, according a spokesperson
for the Chancellor's office, "that their
experience beating dead horses
would be just what was needed to
turn the tide in Rhodes' battle with
the aliens."

By this time said space invaders
were in Rhea Lounge watching
Cinemax, and bored to tears with the
whole affair. Sou'wester editors and
writers charged the lounge, pausing
only, as one former staff writer put

it, "to kick the tenure issue
in the kidney a couple of
times for good measure."

While the land units
were otherwise occupied
with the newspaper staff
(and a fine Alyssa Milano
feature, Poison Ivy II), sal-
vation came in the form of
Resident Computer Con-
sultant Taylor Armstrong.
The wily junior had been
called to install ethernet
cards on the aliens' ship,
and, upon learning that the
slimy beasts were running
Pcs rather than Macs, he
and the other accs went on
a murderous rampage
within the belly of the craft
itself, resulting in their own
heroic deaths, and the splat-

tering of the aliens and their ship
across Rhodes grounds. Posthu-
mous fines for littering were waived
by the generous, and otherwise
uninvolved, Campus Safety depart-
ment.

It is not yet known how this
will affect the process of granting
tenure.

1996 Bid Day For Women Is A
By Allison Rantisi declined comment. Playing with- Delta pledge Braden Moon, with
Rhode'ster Pledge out pads, and wearing casual wear the help of Alpha Omicron Pi

suitable for being trapped in their pledge, Renee 'Abs of Steel'
In an interesting turn of events, respective houses for extended pe- Montminy, scored an unfortu-

the Rhodes Lynx football team was riods of time, the ladies jumped out nately easy touchdown following
defeated on Saturday, September 7, to an early lead thanks to the pass- an interception by Kappa Delta's
by none other than a group of an- ing ability of Chi Omega pledge newest bone crusher, Dottie Barker.
gry sorority pledges. Originally Shelby Reed. The women of The play was ingenious. Moon cre-
scheduled to play the Washington Gamma Phi Beta shocked the ated a diversion by running up and
University Bears of Missouri, the crowd when they single handedly down the sideline with pork prod-
Lynx were shocked when the mob broke the legs of 12 defensemen. ucts, while Montminy - following
of young Greek women stormed For a moment it looked like the in the athletic footsteps of her
Fargason field just before kickoff. Lynx might just break through the nearly unknown brother, Joe-
The Washington University team- tenacious defense that seemed to pranced (yes, she actually pranced)
eventually found in Williford, confront them at every turn. Ac- into the end zone, where she gently
bound and gagged with beverage tually, it never looked like that. deposited the football and began to
napkins of various origins-has re- What it looked like was a slaugh- sing songs from the musical Annie.
fused to comment, except to say ter, the halftime result of which was: This brought the score to Rhodes
that Greek women are not to be un- Rhodes Lynx-o, Greek women-32. Lynx-still o, Greek women-67.
derestimated, and should be con- Perhaps the most exciting play Further embarrassment came
sidered dangerous. of the game occurred during the for the Lynx when a local senior

Head football coach Mike Clary first minutes of the second half. Tri citizen ladies' club offered their ser-

Bad Day For Lynx
vices as auxiliary members of the hood is like strychnine; it's great
offensive line. Once suited up, the in small doses, while dancing
ladies led the football Lynx to sev- wildly and handling snakes, but
eral near touchdowns, but were too much can really mess with
no match for the barbarous likes your head."
of post-rush Greeks. The final When asked, a Rhodes player
score of the contest was 147-0 in (who, for reasons unknown, asked
favor of the girls from sorority to remain nameless) speculated on
row. the Greek women's prowess in the

The Lynx, however, are not athletically underrated sport of
without reasons to be thankful. beverage consumption: "Theymay
There is widespread speculation have been hot on the field today,
that had the actives been allowed but I've got a keg of Natty that says
to participate, this otherwise they can't out-drink us."
friendly sport would have been It's that kind of sportsmanship
turned into a hellish scene of and motivation which make next
death and devastation. When week's contest against Mrs.
asked to comment, Rhodes cheer- Newcombe's third grade class a
leaders and active Greeks Chris- surefire crowd pleaser. Get your
tina St. Clair and Kerry Kornblatt seats early, and bring your binocu-
said: "Those guys are lucky the lars-those little kids are damn
collegians aren't playing! Sister- hard to see on the field.


