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Elections Plagued
By Setbacks

By Stephen Maloy Deusner
Asocia Eitor

Despite improvements in cam-
paign rules and strategies, and despite
a high student turnout, last
Wednesday's RSG elections were
marred by controversy related to bal-
lot tampering. The anonymous group,
Students for a New Chicago, sent out
messages to candidates, claiming they
had "stuffed the ballot boxes" in an
effort to show dissatisfaction with
what they call "a popularity contest."
Further complications with scheduling
forced the run-off elections to be post-
poned from Friday, February 16, to the
following Monday.

Junior Elections Commissioner
Raj Palakshappa announced Wedncs-
day night that 713 students had voted
in that day's elections, "a great turn-
out," he said. With roughly half of
Rhodes' students participating, there
were lines at the voting stations for
much of the day, swelling to its fullest
during lunch. Said senior Joe Sankey,
who participated in the election, "The
turnout is a good sign. It seems to in-
dicate the younger classes at Rhodes
are taking a more active interest in
their community, which is an example
the older classes should follow."
Palakshappa does not dismiss this ob-
servation, but points out that "a lot of

the seniors didn't even know they were
permitted to vote."

Results of the elections show two
categories with the majority required
to win an office: Bryant "Bear"
Benson had the most votes of any can-
didate and beat out Tony Martin for
Honor Council President, and Rob
Robinson took a majority of the votes
from Susie Tully to win SRC Presi-
dent.

None of the remaining candidates
received a majority votes and there-
fore were to be settled the following
Friday in the run-offs. The top two
candidates advanced; they were Mel-
issa Jakeman and J. Frank Day for
RSG President; Damon Norcross and
Paul Kim for RSG Vice President; and
Stephen Hester and Chip Lane for
Honor Council Vice President.

Then three events took place
which shook up what many saw as a
successful election. The day after the
elections took place and the winners
were announced, candidates who ei-
ther lost their race or did not advance
in the run-offs received a letter in their
student mailboxes from The Students
for a New Chicago. Addressing the
letter to "Dear Losing Candidate," The
Students for a New Chicago refered
to the elections as "the St. Valentine's

See ELECTION pagp 6.
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RSG Passes Resolution to Handle Student
Organization Registration

By CanisAnn Rohadel
sf1 Canapotied

The Rhodes Student Government
met on February 13 and passed a reso-
lution that will change the student or-
ganization registration process. Pres-
ently, several student organizations are
unrecognised by Rhodes College due
to the political or activist nature of the
groups. These unrecognized groups
are required to place a disclaimer on
all of their signs, and the groups can-
not receive funding from Rhodes.
Currently, the administration has sole

control over the registration of student
organizations.

The Student Organization Regis-
tration Resolution will change the way
student organizations are registered.
The current registration process does
not give students a say in what orga-
nizations should be recognized. A sur-
vey of other Presbyterian Colleges dis-
covered that 69% of the institutions
that responded allow their student gov-
ernment an official say in the registr-
tion process. The new resolution
points out that students are already
trusted with many other aspects of

campus life that affect all students, and
by being entrusted with the Student
Organization Registration process, stu-
dents will benefit from the skills they
gain in the process and student orga-
nizations will benefit from the ability
to deal directly with their peers in the
registration process.

In order to be a registered student
organization under the new policy, stu-
dent groups will have to submit a con-
stitution to the RSG for approval. In
their constitutions, the organizations
will be required to state the purpose
of the group, the officer positions, and

include a non-discriminatory state-
ment (that the group is open to all stu-
dents on campus). The constitutions
of each organization will be kept on
file with the RSG, which will act as
the representative of all recognized
organizations to the Administration.
The Resolution will give sole control
of the Student Organization Registra-
tion Process to the RSG. The Resolu-
tion must be submitted to and ap-
proved by the Administration before
it can go into effect.

The original resolution presented

me RSG, pae'

Andrew NieeerlSou'wester
A grieving Shelly Miller recleves a hug from a friend following the memorial service for
Rhodes College sophomore Brian Christopher "Chris" Hall on Monday. Hall was fa-
tally wounded Thursday In a car accident in West Memphis while driving home to Ute
Rock, AR. See story, pg 3.
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Not only are there no leads as to the perpetrators of this incident, but
there also appears to be no justification for such an act.

We will not dismiss destruction of property entirely, for it may apply
aptly in some circumstances; however, in this case, notonly was it com-
mitted half-heartedly, but it also sends no cogent message.

Rather than sending a clear statement to the party in question, these
protesters created only disorganization.

We are left to wonder why individuals would expend such time and
%f.9d without producing any constructive results, which are the only

fo aprtetrofany substance.

JAME BOGNER
STRAIGHT, NO CHASER

The events of the last ten days have put quite
a strain on the nebulous thing which we call the
Rhodes "community."

Every year at student election time, the com-
petitive spirit in Rhodes students shows it's ugly
face, and the campus is
wailpapered in assorted
colors and slogans. The
slogans are recycled
yearly- honesty, integrity,
leadership, and experi-
ence are all common
themes, and the candi-
dates running under these -

slogans are for the most par i
part interchangeable. Of
course there's always the sly and witty candi-
date whose slogans bear on his/her qualifica-
tions in no way at all-the Archetypal "more-
ironic-than-thou" candidate who tries to gain
votes by parodying the system that they are im-
plicated within.

The funniest thing to witness this year was
the sign competition, in which the length of each
candidate's butcher paper sign had to exceed that
of their competition. A cynic might criticize the
showiness of this type of election, but unfortu-
nately this is simply politics on a small scale.
Content is not king when running for office-
hype is. I shouldn't expect candidates to sacri-
fice the size or number of their signs for my
personal aesthetic concerns, or in the name of
environmental responsibility.

However, I would like to think that students
have enough common sense to realize that can-
didates who engage in massive publicity cam-
paigns have a reason for doing so. Actions speak
louder than words, and candidates that have to
make their signage bigger are most likely try-
ing to make up for something.

Granted, the RSG has taken steps to add
more substance to the election process by insti-
tuting campaign forums in which students can
question their future leaders on real issues, and
I wholeheartedly support this election reform.
Where else could we see candidates really pan-
dering to the voters using pet issues like the Ac-
tivities board, and where else could we hear can-

didates speak with conviction about how they
felt their position was a part of the executive
branch of Student Government?

One thing can be said for the increased pub-
licity surrounding the elections- it increased
voter participation in a huge way. The students
of Rhodes turned out in record numbers to vote
in the executive elections, and approximately
half of all students voted. Compared to national
averages, or to past percentages here at Rhodes,
that is a very good rate of voter turnout.

In the midst of this successful election year
once again a group of brainless and spineless
students claimed to have stuffed the ballot boxes
with false votes, possibly rigging the election.
While the elections commissioners have deter-
mined that this is just a ruse, it still leaves me
with the question, "why?' I'm still at a loss as
to why someone would rig elections to prove -a
point. The elections system is, for the most part,
a good one, or as good as any elections process
can be. And beyond that, we live in a commu-
nity under the HONOR CODE. I don't want to
go to a school where I have to worry about
whether my backpack is going to get stolen in
the dining hall. In the same way, I don't want to
go to a school where the elections are conducted
under extreme suspicion of each voting indi-
vidual.

That sounds a bit idealist, I know, but as a
community, we have joined together under
something we value (the Honor Code), and as
members of that community, we should fulfill
our obligations to the other members of this
community by following that code. If someone
decides that they do not wish to subscribe to
that code, then they need to leave this commu-
nity. Certainly there are a number of people who
will attempt to use the good faith of the other
members of the community by abusing their
privileges under that system (i.e. the "Students
for a New Chicago"). But our response cannot
be to eliminate our system.

Our community values are in a constant state
of negotiation. They only exist because we as a
community agree they exist. If anyone wants to
effect real change, it has to be through dialogue
and debate, not through petty tampering with
small but important things like elections. If
you've got a point, come out and say it.
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Brian Christopher Hall

A Special Tribute by Rob Marus
February 18, 1996

ttdw, ord 9yofL w 1urcot, it has been three
days since Chris Hall's passing. Like many of my
friends and other Rhodes students, I have been
searching, ever since I received the surreal news on
that Thursday evening, for some sort of meaning or

purpose in an event seemingly so devoid of both. This is the product of
a weekend of reflection--the kind of compulsory, unwelcome reflec-
tion that goes on when you are in bed late at night, trying to sleep, and
thoughts and images assail your brain, and only the dark walls and God
are there to listen. I spent several hours of the past weekend in that kind
of reflection. Here's what I know, at the core of my soul.

Chris Hall was a friend of mine.
We were not close friends; we did not hang out together very often, Andrew

but I nevertheless feel connected to him in a very real way. I was lucky
enough to share two things in common with him-my hometown and
my faith-that opened wide the doors of communication between us course not! He was not one to simply accept life
ever since the beginning of his freshman year at Rhodes. I was able to with a roll of his eyes and a c 'est la vie. He would be
share several real and meaningful conversations with him about life appalled if we did.
and God and the world in the short time that he was here-not some- Every day of his time here, Chris Hall was con-
thing that happens very often at Rhodes, except among the closest of stantly taking his life-and the collective life around
friends. Only now do I realize how fortunate it was that Chris was not him-and changing it for the better. He spread his
too shy to talk to someone-someone whom he barely knew-about faith. He loved his friends. He acted on his beliefs.
matters beyond the fleeting and temporal. He was never ashamed or He cared for those less fortunate. Whether or not
abashed to talk about his faith or his other ideas, even when they were you agree with his evangelical, Christocentric ap-
in conflict with mine. He was a man of deep and abiding faith, ajoyful proach to life, you cannot say that Chris Hall took
disposition, and a strong will, and he was known G~)f* F life sitting down. He stood
and loved by many, many people. up and met it squarely. Not

However, Chris Hall is gone. His memory many people in this world
lingers for those of us who knew him, but no can, on their death-beds,
amount of tears--o questions, or angry tirades boast that accomplishment.
at God--will ever bring him back. Never again So, why should we do
will he he sitting next to me, distracting me from Professor Rollosson's less? Whether you knew Chris or not, you can real-
econ. lectures anymore. He will not be able to referee the KA-ATO ize fr0m his story that life is fragile and fleeting, and
football game again. He will not be able to lead his Young Life club at at the whim of a force more powerful than ourselves.
Briaerest High School next Monday night He will no longer help He was just going home for the weekend, driving the
cook and serve mls to the needy at Rhodes' Soup Kitchen evay Tues- route that we Little Rock folks have traveled so many
day afternoon. He cannot play soccer with the Snowden School kids times it seems that we know it like the backs of our
anymore. He will not graduate with the Class of 1998 and go on to be hands. He only took his eyes off the road for a frac-
a successful politician or teacher or doctor or minster. Chris Hall is tion of a second to adjust his rear-view mirror, when
gone forever from this campus, and from this tempoal world. it all ended. His is no special case. Tomorrow you

But we are still here. could be shot and killed for your car or your wallet.
So what do we do, then? Do we just put his memory neatly away in Next week the earthquake could hit and we could all

a corer of our minds labeled "Loved Ones Who Have Passed On" and perish. Listen to Chris's legacy: we cannot just sit
go on with business as usual, saying "Surely we will have to go through around and wait for life to happen to us. We must
this again and again, with other friends and relatives, before we die too. happen to life.
We might as well getaed toitandjustaccept itas apartoflife..."? Of So do justice to the memory of Chris Hall. Put

Members of the Rhodes commu-
nity gathered with family and friends
of the two students at a memorial ser-
vice for Hall at Evergreen Presbyte-
rian Church on Monday.

Organizers said that they wanted
to service to celebrate the life of Hall
and what he gave to those around
him. His roommates and friends re-
flected upon the many ways in which
Hall had touched their lives, specifi-
cally remembering his faith and self-
lessness.

Melissa Jakeman comforts
Amy Riddle after Hall's me-
morial service Monday at
Evergreen Presbyterian

liesenlSou'wester Church.

aside petty jealousies, and hatreds and grudges, and
angry thoughts, and complacent attitudes-and make
a difference. Speak up for the right. Don't shy away
from action. Tell your parents how much you love
them. Serve a meal to the homeless. Write a letter to
the editor. Vote. Care for an AIDS patient. Act on
your most deeply-held beliefs, whether they be based
on faith or service or humanitarianism. Don't forget
the way this sorrow has affected you and this cam-
pus. Don't pause and then go on with business as
usual. Let Chris Hall's death be the spark that ig-
nites you to truly live.

If you want to decipher some kind of meaning
behind what happened on February 15, 1996, then
this is all I know to say: We all must be doing God's
work every minute, so that the words of Paul in his
first epistle to the Corinthians ring as true today and
tomorrow as they did at the Resurrection:

You, not Death and the Grave, hold the answer to
these questions. Make sure you respond well-with
all of your heart, and all of your mind, and all of your
soul.

To Chris Hal:
Requkescat in Pacem.

Ac~cldnt Kills Rhodes
Student, Injures Another

Student Body
Mourns Loss

By Eric May
San. Edho

A Rhodes student was killed and
another injured on Thursday in an ac-
cident that occurred on Interstate 40
outside of West Memphis.

Christopher Hall, a sophomore
from Little Rock, was traveling
westbound when he lost control of
his Ford Bronco and the vehicle
rolled over. Both Hall and his pas-
senger, Michael Graziano, also a
sophomore, from Fort Walton
Beach, Florida, were thrown from
the car. Hall later died; Graziano is
recovering at Baptist Hospital.
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Hutcheson, Jones Exhibit Opens
By Mkdody Bamst

The Betty Leigh Hutcheson/Terri Jones
exhibit currently showing in Rhodes' Clough-
Hanson Gallery is a stimulating and insight-
ful viewing experience. Step inside the frame-
enter a place where the visible and the invis-
ible, the simple and the complex, reality and
reflection combine to create a unique environ-
ment for the viewer to explore.

Betty Leigh Hutcheson is currently en-
rolled in the master of fine arts program at
Bard College. She holds a B.F.A. in photog-
raphy from the University of Memphis. Her
photographs flank the entrance to the gallery
and are the first steps of drawing the viewer
into a world where the invisible speaks.

From a distance, the vivid color and fluid
forms of these works seize the viewer's atten-
tion. Some images are clear-cut and defined,
such as the apple core, half-burnt cigar, and
alarm clock on the table of Guardian. But it
is impossible to fix one's concentration on a
single aspect of one of these scenes - each ob-
ject is surrounded and complimented by an
undercurrent of smooth, shadow-like colors,
such as the chair and painted wall of the same
photograph. Despite this contrast between fo-
cused and faded, there is no "background."
Each element depends on other elements
within the piece to achieve significance; the
presence of the chair and the absence of its
occupant are intimately bound to the more
concrete figures (the apple core and unfinished
cigar) that were left behind. These photo-
graphs do not focus on action. Instead, they
offer a look at the aftermath of an opinion, the
remains of a situation. The mind of the viewer
is left to fill in the invisible details.

Hutcheson's works consistently manipu-
late the tangible and the abstract, placing eas-
ily-recognizable and symbolically suggestive
objects within strikingly surreal contexts.
Parade floats from its frame like a dream;
Huddle plays across angled mirrors. The
placement of mirrors such as these adds a strik-
ing dimension to Hutcheson's photographs.
They are expressive of her perception of "pho-
tography, not being an objective truth, but a
mirrored reality."

The photographs in the main gallery rep-
resent examples of Hutcheson's work during
1994-95. Viewing Hutcheson's wonderfully
unique and beautifully composed photographs
is not only a stimulating experience, but a
humbling one as well - my pictures never turn
out that well.

Variations on gender themes run through-
out Hutcheson's work. High-heeled shoes, ci-
gars, roses, and apples (suggesting a reference
to Adam and Eve) appear in various combi-
nations and contexts. Chairs are also featured
frequently, alternating as centerpieces and
highlights of the scenes.

"Sometimes the chairs are male or fe-
male," said Hutcheson; in her photographs,
they represent a position of power, an over-
seer, or a simple presence or absence.

Hutcheson's themes often evolve as her
designs are created. Sometimes her pictures

begin with an idea, sometimes ideas grow
from found objects. This exhibition of her
work opens the viewer's eyes to still-life
frames of undefinable relationships between
humans as read through material statements.
While the scenes are strikingly original and
often surreal, they accent the art created by
the ordinary process of living.

The experience of passing from
Hutcheson's photographs to Terri Jones's
drawings is not that of passing from color to
black-and-white, nor is it the ending of one
story and the beginning of another. Jones, a
multi-media artist, holds an M.FA. in paint-
ing from the Atlanta College of Art. Her draw-
ings exhibited here operate in much the same
way as Hutcheson's photographs, filtering the
understanding of gender and human relation-
ships through a highly symbolic and expres-
sive medium. She runs a swift current of un-
derstatement through her delicately simple flo-
ral drawings to speak to the reader on an inti-
mate level. The graphite drawings on the
softly glossed surfaces of the vellum are barely
visible from across the room. They demand
closer inspection - Jones says she wanted to
"move beyond the frame" with this installa-
tion. By her careful arrangement of the small
plaster frames she has actually brought the
viewer within the frame of a new world of
experience.

Steel brackets hold the frames poised in
mid-air at varying heights and angles. Jones
created this installation with the Clough-
Hanson Gallery specifically in mind - these
drawings and their positioning represent her
first creation of this kind. As the viewer bends
down or moves in to examine the individual
drawings, he or she is playing his or her part
in the exhibit. And while the drawings them-
selves are individual statements and voices,
they must also be viewed as part of a much
larger whole.

These flower and seed drawings are based
on a 1736 broadside of Linnaeus's system of
plant classification. Linnaeus divided plants
into twenty-three basic forms and described
them in terms of human sexuality as perceived
at that time. Jones uses a similar style to dem-
onstrate that such perceptions are constantly
changing, and human relationships are too
complex to be classified in simple terms.
Some of the small, fragile drawings have been
lightly, but deliberately, smudged, while oth-
ers have been erased altogether. The result is
a series of floating and fading images that call
the viewer to question their inclusion: Why
are they important? What do they represent?
How are they changing? Jones was asked
what she wanted the viewer to take from this
exhibit. The answer came as simply as the
drawings themselves: "Questions, mostly."

The side gallery features more recent
works from Hutcheson, Hopscotch and a se-
ries of prints, and a Civil Rights-based series
of drawings by Jones called Merging Histo-
ries . The exhibit runs through March 22.
Come experience the worlds of these two vi-
sually articulate and innovative artists for
yourself.

Dr. Robert Stranburg, pro-
fessor of psychology, stud-
ies one of the works at the
opening of the Hutcheson
and Jones exhibits in
Clough Hanson Gallery.

Enrique Espinosa/Sou'wester
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RSG Constitutional Amendments
Amendment 1:

The following titles shall be added to the Articles of the Constitution:
Article I. Rhodes Student Government Purpose
Article II. Executive Branch
Article III. Executive Committees
Article IV. Rhodes Student Government Senate
Article V. Board of Trustees
Article VI. Membership
Article VII. Amendments
Article VIII. Implementation

Amendment 2:
In all articles and sections of the Constitution change Student
Government Associations (SGA) to Rhodes Student Government
(RSG).

Amendment 3:
In all articles and sections of the Constitution change
"Representative" to "Senator."

Amendment 4:
In Article II, Section II, line 4, strike "she or he" and insert "he or
she."

Amendment 5:
In Article II, Section II, line 12, strike "the" in "as the means."

Amendment 6:
In Article II, Section III, line 3, after "... ad hoc committees."
insert the following:

The Vice President shall appoint a chair, which is
subject to approval by the majority of the Senate, to oversee
the established ad hoc committees. Ad hoc committees shall
continue their activities until they are disbanded by the Vice
President.

Amendment 7:
In Article II, Section IV, after "byApril 15" in line 4, insert "or two (2)
weeks after the Treasurer has taken office, whichever provides
the treasurer more time to establish the budget.

Amendment 8: •
In Article II, Section II, strike "resolutions passed by the Senate" in
lines 6 and 7 and insert "all actions of the Senate."

Amendment 9:
In Article III, strike Section IV. Insert the following:
Sections IV.

The Elections Commission shall consist of two (2)
commissioners, the Parliamentarian, and one Senator from
each class. Each class shall be responsible for selecting a
fellow Senator to serve on the commission. The Elections
Commissions shall be responsible for RSG elections. They
may administer other campus-wide elections at the
discretions of the RSG President and the members of the
Elections Commissions.

Amendment 10:
Article IV, Section IV, Line 2, strike " and interpret the constitution
of the SGA," insert the following:

He or she shall interpret the constitution and standing rules
of the Senate.

Amendment 11:
In Article IV, Section V, strike lines 1 and 2 and insert "The Senate
shall have five standing committees:

Student Life, Academic Affairs, Administration and Finance,

DaSLE
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Internal Affairs, and Steering Committee.
Also insert number (5) at the end of the Section:

(5) The Steering Committee will consist of the Vice
President, the chairperson of the RSG standing committees,
the Recording Secretary, the Parliamentarian, and any
current ad hoc committee chairperson. The committee shall
set the agenda of the Senate meetings and discuss any
issues related to the agenda. Any cabinet member, standing
committee chairperson, or ad hoc committee chairperson
may submit agenda items to the recording secretary of the
Senate.

Amendment 12:
In Article VI, Section I, line 4, after".., one time," insert "and each
office may be held by only one person, unless otherwise specified
within the constitution. This amendment will take effect after
tumover for the 1996 academic year.

Amendment 13:
In Article VI, Section II, line 5 strike "missed a fourth meeting" and
insert "exceeded three (3) absences."
Also strike "She or he" in lines 5 and 6 and replace with "He or
she."
In line 7 strike "She or he" and insert "He or she."

Amendment 14:
In Article VI, Section III strike the first and second sentences, ending
in "... officer from office" and insert the following:

"The students may call for the removal of the President,
the Vice President, or any appointed member of the
Executive or Legislative Branch with a petition containing
twenty-five percent (25%) of the Student Body's signatures,
at which time a three-fourths (3/4) vote of the Senate shall
remove the officer from office."

Amendment 15:
In Article VI, Section V, Number 3, line 1, strike "he" and insert
"the:"

Amendment 16:
In Article VI, Section II, line 4, after "... are adjoumed" insert the
following:

"Executive branch members required to attend Senate
meetings are subject to the same absentee policy as
Senators. If the executive members do not comply, they
shall be removed from office."

Amendment 17:
In Article IV, Section I, line 4, strike "during the course of each
semester" and insert "when school is in session"

Amendment 18:
In Article IV, Section IV, in lines 1 and 2 underline Robert's Rules
of Order

Amendment 19:
Strike Article II, Section I and insert the following:

Section I: Tide Executive branch of the Rhodes
Student Government shall consist of the President of the
Student Body, the Allocations Board, the Activities Board,
the Publications Board, the Elections Commissions, the
External Services Commission, and the Presidential Cabinet,
which includes the Vice President of the Student Body, the
Treasurer, the Executive Secretary, the chair of the Activities
Board, the Elections Commissioners, and the Extemal
Services Commissioners.

Amendment 20:
Strike Article VI, Section VI and insert the following:

Section VI:
The Senate shall be able to remove any member of the
legislative branch, excluding ex officio Executive members,
by four-fifths (4/5) vote of the Senate.

Amendment 21:
In Article IV, Section I, Line 3, after " ... Parliamentarian." insert:

"The President, Treasurer, and the Chair of the Activities
Board will also attend Senate meetings as ex officio
members."

Your Elected
Officals for the

1996-1997
Academic Year

RSG PRE

Michael
Faber

RSG V.P.

Damon
Norcross

Bryant
"Bear"
Benson

HONOR COUNCI. VP.

Stephen
Hester
SC PRESIDET

Rob
Robinson

Sou ~S~
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Elections
from page one

Day Electorial (sic) Massacre" and
further called it a "FRAUD" (their
capitalization, not mine). In the typo-
strewn letter they expressed disap-
pointment in the "Rhodes Student
Government Power Structure," which
is, they state, "little more than a popu-
larity contest." They also sought to
indict the candidates themselves,
claiming that they ignore the real is-
sues in favor of a campaign strategy
comprised of "promising 'more social

By .in Riches
Sports Editor

One hundred-ten fewer students
have submitted applications for the
1996 incoming freshman class after a
record high one year ago. This five
percent decrease in applications, along
with a report on the progress of the
gymnasium and new student center
and a proposed Latin American Stud-
ies major/minor program stimulated
conversation at the monthly faculty
meeting Feb. 14.

"We're not having one of those
good years," David Wottle, Dean of
Admissions and Financial Aid, told the
Rhodes faculty.

"We were five to 15 percent up [in
applications] in mid-January," he said.
"Then, the bottom dropped out."

Lower numbers mean admissions
personnel will have to make greater
use of the waiting list to hold down
the acceptance rate-essential to
maintaining its academic reputation.

"Last year we went from an 80
percent to a 70 percent acceptance
rate," Wottle said. "We're looking at
about a 73 to 74 percent acceptance
rate this year."

Because the yield is so high among
accepted wait list students compared
to that of students accepted by regular
decision, the wait list is a particularly
effective means of holding down the
overall acceptance rate, according to
Wottle.

Just under 20 percent of those stu-
dents accepted by regular decision in
1995 sent in a deposit, while 80 per-
cent of those accepted from the wait-
ing lit matriculated. Wottle predicts
a 75 percent wait list acceptance rate
in 1996.

"If you use the wait list, you do
not have to accept nearly as many stu-
dents to get 10, because the yield is so
much higher," Wottle said later in an
interview.

"t is risky," he admitted, "because
students like to get that first letter.. .
We could lose some students."

One of the factors Wottle cited
which may have contributed to the
decrease In numbers is a decline in the
number of feeder school applicants (a
group of approximately 100 high

events'."
In this letter, The Students for a

New Chicago took credit for stuffing
the ballot boxes with the help of "a
load of drunks [who they urged] to cast
their ballots at every possible voting
booth."

Further, a grievance was filed with
the Elections Commissioners regard-
ing the results of the election for Honor
Council Vice-President.

On Friday, February 26, Elections
Commissioners Raj Palakshappa and
Heather Coleman, along with current
RSG President Scott Brown, released

schools which typically produce size-
able crops of applicants).

Wottle theorized that the tense
campus atmosphere created by tenure
decisions last spring, coupled with The
Sou'wester's handling of the situation
may be behind this drop-off.

"I do not think I have ever in my
years in Rhodes read more negative
articles in The Sou'wester," he said.

Students in turn, perhaps disillu-
sioned by the "negativism on campus,"
may have taken their distaste home and
tipped off potential applicants.

Another factor is poor turnaround
on Bellingrath/Hyde Scholarship
nominees-50 fewer students nomi-
nated for the four full-ride scholarships
in 1996 actually took the effort to ap-

ply.
"It is hard to get a handle on why

students would not apply," Wottle said.
Also unsettling is the dispropor-

tionate decline in the number of eth-
nic minorities who applied for the class
of 2000.

Just 288 minority students submit-
ted applications in 1996 compared to
340 last year, a 15 percent decrease.

Wottle was unable to pinpoint the
causes for wavering interest from mi-
norities but noted that measures would
be taken to rectify the situation.

"Last year minority applications
were up, and we did not want to
change what we were doing this year,"
he said. "Now that we are down 15
percent, we will develop a specific di-
rect mail campaign geared to minor-
ity students."

Admissions has aready purchased
20,000 additional names to increase
their general applicant pool by 33 per-
cent, he said.

In spite of the low numbers, ap
plicants for the class of 2000 do not
lack academic qualifications-the av-
erage student ranks in the top 14 per-
cent of his graduating class (compared
to the top 18 percent in 1995), has a
3.64 GPA (3.49 in 1995) and an ACT
scoe of 28 (27 in 1994 and 1995).

There is also greater gender equity
in the applicant pool as 52 percent are
female, down from 55 percent last
year.

In other business, athletic director

a statement announcing that the run-
off elections had been postponed from
that same day until the next Monday.
In the announcement,they disclaimed
any connection with the Students for
a New Chicago: "this delay is in no
way related to rumored allegations of
election fraud." They go on to say,
"Such allegations were thoroughly re-
viewed and dismissed as unfounded."
Palakshappa had this to say: "We
started with 1200 ballots, and we can
account for all but four ballots, which
could have been lost at any point." He
sees no validity in the claims made by

Mike Clary announced that the basket-
ball court and weight rooms will re-
open for general student, faculty and
staff use this Saturday, Feb. 27. Hours
before spring break will be from 7-10
p.m. weeknights and 1-6 p.m. on
weekends.

"All of Mallory will be available
after spring break, and the cardiovas-
cular machines in Frazier-Jelke will be
moved to the gym balcony," Clary told
the faculty.

Bryan Hall, which will house the
new student center and three basket-
ball courts, is scheduled to open Sept.
1.

"It still may be under-construc-
tion," Clary said, "but we are eager to
open it up to the entering class of
1996."

Also at the meeting, the faculty
voted to approve separately the cur-
riculum committee's proposed Latin
American Studies major and minor
programs.

There were concerns regarding
available teaching staff and course re-
quirements.

"We decided not to kill [the pro-
posal] just because we did not have the
staff," Pam Church, Associate Profes-
sor of Business and Economics and
chair of the curriculum committee,
said in the meeting. "The curriculum
committee does not have jurisdiction
over staffing. The college would sup-
port team-taught interdisciplinary
courses."

Several individuals questioned the
rationale for requiring Latin American
Studies majors to spend 20 percent of
their time in the International Studies
department while minors would de-
vote 40 percemt.

"It is a function of the language
classes not required for the minor."
Eric Henager, foreign language in-
structor, said.

Faculty members were uncertain
as well about the rigor of language re-
quirements for the minor which man-
date taking Spanish courses only
through the 202 level.

"We did not want the minor to
overpower students' curriculum at
Rhodes," Mehran Kamrava, Associate
Professor of International Studies.

the Students for a New Chicago.
However, the purpose of the letter

from Coleman, Palakshappa and
Brown was first and foremost to an-
nounce the postponement of the elec-
tions and not to quiet rumors of fraud.
The decision to postpone the run-offs
was due to "the untimeliness of these
elections with other community con-
cerns." Some of the candidates were
not pleased with this postponement
because it prolonged their suspense-
ful campaigns, but they saw it as a
necessary evil, a time to deal with
campus events and with the griev-
ances.

On Monday each of the voting sta-
tions had a sign notifying voters that
Melissa Jakeman, a junior running for
RSG President, had dropped out of the
race. Jakeman had been the front-run-
ner in that race; she had not garnered
the majority of the votes but did re-
ceive a higher number of votes than
either of her candidates. Jakeman says
her decision to drop out of the race
had nothing to do with the controversy
surrounding Students for a New Chi-
cago or with the postponement. "I
have confidence in the election pro-
cess," she stated, "It was a personal
issue, and it has nothing to do with
anything anyone here has done ... It
was just what I needed to do for my-
self. I'm at peace with what I did, and
that's what it needs to be."

One result of Jakeman leaving the
race for RSG President is the election
of Michael Faber, a sophomore who
originally did not make it to the run-
offs. J. Frank Day had the second
highest amount of votes in the race and
was at first running against Jakeman.
When she left, Faber advanced to the

run-offs and received more votes,
coming from third to first place.

According to Palakshappa, 633
students registered to vote, down by
70 from the first election but still what
he calls a good turn-out. The other
winners on Monday were Stephen
Hester for Honor Council Vice Presi-
dent and Damon Norcross for RSG
Vice President.

One concern that was expressed
was that all the elected officials were
males. A total of five women ran in
the first election - Jakeman for RSG
President; Kristen Rauschkolb and
Courtney Spivey for RSG Vice Presi-
dent; Christina St. Clair for Honor
Council Vice President; and Susie
'Illy for SRC President- as opposed
to nine males. Jakeman was the only
one to make to a run-off. She had this
to say in response: "I hadn't even
thought about that ... I think it's al-
ways better to have both women and
men, but in this case, I have confi-
dence in who the voters elected." She
did say the influence of women in
these offices would be missed.

Following on the heels of this tu-
multuous campaign, this week's gen-
eral elections involve the offices on
the RSG, Honor Council, SRC, Ac-
tivities Board, Allocations Boards,-
Board of Trustees, and Publications
Commissioner. Campaigning begins
on Wednesday when candidates' pe-
titions are due and when the Campaign
Forum for RSG, SRC, and Honor
Council candidates js scheduled for
8:00 - 10:00 p.m. The Forum for the
remaining candidates is on Thursday,
general elections take place on Friday,
and run-offs are scheduled for the next
Monday.

Class Of 2000 Applicant
Pool Down Five Percent

From Previous Year

Luke's Tavern aid Phab
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by Scott Brown in the February 6
meeting of the RSG included revi-
sions to the Student Allocations Pro-
cess. The revisions to the allocations
process were dropped from the reso-
lution after many concerns were ex-
pressed about how the revisions
would impact student organizations.
Brown thought that the intent of the
resolution, to turn over the registra-

Take Nole Of A Great

tion of student organizations to the
RSG, was being lost in the debate over
the revised allocations process. The
revisions to the allocations process
were not completely dismissed, but
they will be further revised and dis-
cussed and possibly presented to the
RSG again in the future.

The RSG meets every Tuesday
night at 6:30 in the North Dining Hall,
and all interested parties are invited to
attend.

Oolllity Al Opylrlnd

You'LL BE
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Professor Reflects on
Historic Civil Rights Case

- --

By Ford Baxtr
Sla Coaepont

Last Thursday night Dr.
Whittington B. Johnson, a distin-
guished history professor and cur-
rent Director of the Afro-American
Studies program at the University
of Miami, visited Rhodes and pre-
sented to students and faculty a lec-
ture entitled, "Personal Reflections
on the Impact of Brown v. Board of
Education." Dr. Johnson spoke
about the dramatic impact the 1954
decision has had on his life, and
what it has meant to his growth as
an intellectual. The Rhodes Black
Student Association and the History
Department sponsored the program
in honor of Black History Month.

Dr. Johnson confesses he had a
"Jim Crow background." Experi-
encing segregation firsthand
throughout his education and even
in undergraduate college, things
changed for Dr. Johnson when he
entered the R.O.T.C. For the first
time, he experienced integration.
During a special training session,
Johnson's all-black artillery unit
from the West Virginia School was
broken up, and they were each
placed in a white unit. Johnson re-
calls no bad experiences with this
kind of integration, nor when he
found himself the only black officer
at Fort Stewart, Louisiana.

When Johnson returned to ci-
vilian life to continue his education,
the Brown decision had already
been handed down. Johnson at-
tributes to the Brown decision,
which precipitated the overturning
of Plessy v. Ferguson in 1956, his
chance for "a new avenue of pro-
fessional advancement." Before
Brown, Johnson could not attend
the Law School at the University
of Georgia. After the Supreme
Court decision, Dr. Johnson earned
his Doctorate in History at Geor-
gia, and was asked to teach there:
"Irony of ironies" Johnson re-
marked. Expecting that he would
eventually obey his urge to teach
at a predominantly black college,
he still accepted the honorable po-
sition as the first black faculty
member at the University of Miami.

Surveying the positive
macrosocietal impact of Brown, Dr.
Johnson believes the decision had
several important results. Firstand
foremost, Dr. Johnson said, it "pro-
vided the rope.eventually used to
execute Plessy v. Ferguson," the
1896 case that made "separate but
equal" law. The decision also

"gained respect for the U.S. Su-
preme Court among African
Americans," respect lost ever since
Plessy had turned the fourteenth
amendment against African Ameri-
cans. State boards of education
could no longer act autonomously;
"no more can the state do what they
want with impunity." Dr. Johnson
views Brown as the "turning-point
in U.S. race relations" that provided
momentum for positive social
change through the passage of the
1964 Civil Rights bill under Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson.

Dr. Johnson recognizes, how-
ever, that Brown and its aftermath
have not been the "panacea for
solving America's problems" that
many had expected. He sees this
in the new types of problems that
face his students. A student once
asked him, Dr. Johnson told the
audience, if she should have at-
tended a predominantly black
school rather than the University of
Miami. Dr. Johnson feels we must
resolve the problem of black stu-
dents feeling guilty for the choices
they make in higher education. To
his student's question Dr. Johnson
responded "so long as you are
happy and comfortable, this is
where you should be."

Black students must take ad-
vantage of the full range of choices
they now have before them: black,
white, small, large, northern, or
southern schools, Dr. Johnson ad-
vocates. "It is not incumbent on
any black student to feel they must
integrate higher education nor feel
that they must go to a predomi-
nantly black school," Dr. Johnson
repeated for emphasis. He believes
we must consider the primary goal
of Brown "to end discrimination,
not to foster integration." Integra-
tion is not always necessary in ev-
ery case where a school is predomi-
nantly black, according to Dr.
Johnson. The "mere presence of
an all-black school should not be
construed to mean that the [school]
system practiced racial discrimina-
tion," he said. Each community is
a unique case; we must seriously
consider the question "is there a
problem?" and not rush to repair a
situation where only harm can be
done. When examining these situ-
ations, nothing should be done if
the neighborhood is middle class
and the school is good, but if not,
"if the reason is discriminatory
housing, if the reason is economic,"
we must repair the situation.

Discover why Oprylond Theniepo, now celkbraing its 25th
Anniversary, is at the top of the charts among our employees
Composed of a grea staff, our exciting, fast-moving atmospheo
creates a weah of opportuntes for individual o tAwfS
the team at Oprykmd and you too wt have somthintg to Ane
aboutl We are currently hiring for the 1996 season, soms+b
fun starts with one of the folowing opportunigsaia
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Using the example of his own
History Department, of which he is
a past Chair, Dr. Johnson described
a means for moderation when con-
sidering multiculural and
multiethnic factors. He stated, "I
don't want to make race, sex, or cul-
ture the primary reason faculty are
hired." Informing the audience that
he was in fact the only Southerner
in his department, Dr. Johnson con-
fided, "I don't believe my depart-
ment discriminates against the
South." First-Year student Betsy
Miller asked Dr. Johnson if he con-
sidered Affirmative Action pro-
grams/quotas in hiring that seem to
pit merit against race as effective.
Dr. Johnson responded that the in-
tent of the department is important,
that their goal must not be to make
up for past injustices, and citing a
favorite quotation, said "even God
can't change the past." Rhodes
Professor of English Vanessa
Dickerson observed, "You're try-
ing to suggest that society is
colorblind enough to take out Af-
firmative Action," to which Dr.
Johnson replied, "I'm not trying to
make a U.N. out of the History De-
partment." Dr. Johnson advocates
just going for "what's best," and
prescribes that discriminating de-
partments must have an outside or-
ganization conduct faculty searches
for them.

Whites suffered in many ways
just as much as blacks before
Brown, Dr. Johnson said, and we
now recognize the loss. White stu-
dents missed out on getting to study
under the likes of W.E.B. DuBois
and Carter G. Woodson. Today, af-
ter Brown, "colleges have been
opened to the best this country has
to offer." Never again will we miss
out on a DuBois. A natural means
of diversity, whereby people earn
positions because they are the best
for the job, is to the benefit of all,
Dr. Johnson believes. Asked
whether, in the light of how nega-
tive the debate over diversity has
become, he is optimistic or pessi-
mistic about the future, Dr. Johnson
proclaimed, "I'm as optimistic as I
can be." Recalling his mother tell-
ing him the story of how she hid
when the KKK marched through
Miami, Dr. Johnson was struck by
the magnitude of difference be-
tween then and now. Today we are
in a situation where "a black man
was being begged to run for Presi-
dent, while in the 50s, blacks in
some areas couldn't even vote."
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(Above) Duane Robichaux drives downcourt. (Right) ; d-David Parker and Robichaux pursue a loose ball.

Lynx Find NCAA s .
Crunch TmeBY John Lgdan cal and and a seven-point turnaround for the Majors. The Lynx I

S1l CmapondUt Bolstered by the play of Garbe, Don Proctor and the foul trouble saw the Lynx ju
The Rhodes Lynx men's basketball team had a roller coaster of a that plagued the Lynx front court, Milisaps pulled away and won the of senior forwa,

weekend. The Lynx could not hang on to the their lead as they fell to game 88-82. Albert John
conference leader Millsaps 88-82 Saturday, Feb. 20. In contrast, Rhodes The Majors were led in scoring by Proctor who had 24 points. of 7 from three
took the lead early and never relinquished it as they handly beat Forward Johnny Bnnini added 14 for the victorious Milisaps. Senior performance.
Oglethorpe 89-68 Feb. 21. Albert Johnson led the Lynx with 18. Senior David Parker had 15, and " It was not

In the loss to Millsaps (21.3 overall, 11-2 SCAC). Rhodes (18-6 senior Scott Brown added 14. was the seniors'
overall, 8-5 SCAC) jumped out to an early lead keyed by great offen- Lynx coach Herb Hilgeman was diasppointed in the tough loss. Hilgeman said.
sive execution and the nice play by freshman reserve Zack Moore. -hat one play (Beehan's interfered shot) changed the whole game" Rhodes gos

At halftime, Rhodes led 41-34. The second half saw the Majors Hilgeman said. "Garber and Proctor really hurt us, plus their deep travel toConwa
cut into the Lynx lead down to two, bench played well and made a big difference." Hendrix is

The momentum turned Millsaps' way when Millsaps' John Garber \Sunday's game versus Oglethorpe was senior day as Rhodes' four ond in the SCA
interfered with sophomore Brendan Beehan's layup. The officials did senior starters, Scott Brown, Albert Johnson, David Parkerand Duane III Tournament
not make the call, and Beehan's ensuing argument resulted in a techni- Robichaux, played their final game at Mallory-Hyde Gymnasium. Feb. 28.

Elusive Knuckleballs, Old Houghs Keep TI
By Hchuel Ahu Long the stitches on the side of the ball will create would throw the ball twenty-five feet into
She Corrnpandnt turbulence to bounce the ball around while the air at about thirty miles per hour. It would

it drifts towards home plate. them come down over the plate at a wicked
I just sat and stared at the television in The ball is thrown from the tips of the angle.

amazement while this greasy old baseball
relic named Charile Hough struck out Car-
dinal after Cardinal. This Hough guy
couldn't have been less than forty-five years
old with wrinkles, a loose waist, and a de-
livery that looked like his back had just given
out.

But after the ball had left his hand, magic
happened. It fluttered, dropped, shifted to
the right, shifted to the left, ordered a sand-
wich, grabbed a beer, and went to bed. What
the hell? It couldn't have been going any
faster than sixty-miles per hour (significantly
less than a mediocre fastball.)

The batters were baffled. They went up
there to smack the ball into the stands and
ended up hitting only air. The look on their
faces was a mix of embarrassment, frustra-
tion, and confusion - not too far off from me
at mid-terms.

The tortoise had beaten the hare with a
pitch called a knuckleball.

The idea behind a knuckleball is to throw
the ball with no rotation. If it's done right,

fingers or the fingernails, which are usually
cut square.

The big advantage of the knuckleball is
the fact that it can be thrown effectively at
relatively low speeds. As a result, pitchers
without a fastball can rise to greatness
through this legendary pitch, such as Phil
"Real, Real Old" Niekro, Tom "Hot and
Cold" Candiotti, Tim "Second Best Pitcher
in the American League Right Now"
Wakefield, and Charlie "Bad Hip" Hough.

The big disadvantage of the knuckleball
is the fact that even the best knucklers in
baseball have problems with control. How
can anyone be expected to control something
that can literally be blown by the wind?

Don't ask me.
All I know is that the knuckler is by far

one of the coolest pitches of all time. Prob-
ably second only to a pitch I read about the
other day called the Eephus.

The Eephus was thrown by a guy named
Rip Seweli back in the forties. This kind of
pitch is found today only in softball. Rip

Batters basically had to hit a ball that was
coming straight down at them.

Rip was a young man from Decatur, Ala-
bama who played during the war and ended
with a respectable career record (143W-97L,
3.48 ERA).

Incidentally, in his career, Rip only gave
up one home run - to the greatTed Williams.

Why are pitches like the knuckleball and
the Eephus so cool?

Why can Bruce Sutter develop a "split-
fingered fastball" and gain fame and popu-
larity?

Why can Hideo Nomo find success with
a delivery that looks like someone is stand-
ing behind him with a pause button?

The answer is simple. It brings life back
into the game.

In a day and age where healthy young
athletes with marginal numbers are arguing
over whether or not their salary is five mil-
lion or six million a year, the game has be-
come more commercial than ever.

Everything from Ken Griffey Jr. Bars to

had control of this game from the start. The first half
mp out to a commanding lead led by the hot shooting
i Duane Robichaux, who had 20 points by halftime.
son led the team in scoring with 32 points, including 5
-point range. Coach Hilgeman was pleased with the

hard to motivate the team after the loss to Millsaps. It
' last game at home so I knew they would step it up,"

'bn the road for their final game of the season as they
y,AR to take on Hendrix SaturdayFeb. 27 at 3:00 p.m.
ranked in the top eight of the South Region and is sec-
Z. A Lynx win could land them in the NCAA Division

Tournament berths will be announced the night of

Le Game Real
labor strikes have simply gone to show that
the game of baseball has gotten petty.

Why would someone slide into second
and risk injury when they can strut into sec-
ond and stay clean?

The only remaining interests in the game
seem to be power, personal image, and world
domination.

In this new context of greed, I get no
greater satisfaction than to see Will Clark
with his clean turtleneck and his million dol-
lar smile take an overly pretentious swing at
a knuckleball and fall square on his ass.

The Charlie Houghs of the world have
kept baseball real. They break the mold.
They add color to the game that has so fallen
from tradition and individuality in its attempt
to become more marketable. They are the
rough in the baseball diamond.

Without the little glitches that exist in
baseball, like the knuckleball and the
Eephus, the game becomes nothing more
than a mindless routine.

Cardinal Notebook: The Cardinals just
acquired one of the greatest relief pitchers
of all time, Dennis Eckersley. Let's hope
his experience with the game can add the
leadership it takes to find a winner.


