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Rat Thefts Heigihten Awareness
By Jeff Ehnsn
Staff Writer

"There really isn't much to say,"
said Rhodes junior Nicole Albers. "I
just put my bag in a cubby in the Rat
on Wednesday at about 4:45. I went
back to get it at 5:05, and it was gone.
I have no idea where it went, and I
have yet to receive any information
regarding it:'

Recent incidents involving sto-
len backpacks have given rise to
doubts regarding the validity of the
student Honor Code. Almost any
guide to colleges will mention it as
one of the defining and most unique
characteristics of Rhodes. The an-

nual ceremony at Evergreen Presby-
terian Church designated for its
recognition and continued fulfill-
ment shows the solemnity of the oc-
casion, and the depth of its
significance to our community.
"Within the honor system" the Stu-
dent Handbook reads, "Rhodes stu-
dents have found a moral ideal by
which to guide their actions. This
ideal is absolute honesty to oneself
and to others in all aspects of life. It
is not only a guide for college life; it
is a principle which Rhodes students
believe to be fundamental in ethical
life, both during and after college."

Cautioning flyers have been
posted on dormitory doorways and
on the walls of the Rat, among other
colorful flyers pleading for anyone
who has stolen a violet backpack to
replace it whether they keep the wal-
let or not, and memos requesting

that a backpack "mistakenly taken"
be returned. In the past ten days,
Campus Safety has been notified of
at least three incidents of stolen
backpacks. Ironically, the example
most frequently given in support of
the Honor Code during this year's
orientation was the fact that students
could feel secure leaving their be-
longings unattended while eating
meals, or take a break from their
studies in the library and return to
find their materials untouched.

According to Sherry Sasson,
eight-year Campus Safety Sergeant
and Crime Prevention Coordinator,
Rhodes' historic Honor Code is still
very effective. But being within the
ivy-covered stone walls and gates of
the campus does not separate us
from "the real world." As a rule, no
matter where one is, it is never wise
to leave belongings unattended, cars

ioto By tadye Jane Vickers/Sou'wester

unlocked, or windows rolled down.
Although it is comforting to think
that the existence of an Honor Code
ends the need to worry about such
things, the truth is that temptation
exists and crimes will occur.

Compared to other metropolitan
colleges, Rhodes' statistics are still
above average when it comes to is-
sues of safety. Throughout 1996,
thirty-six crimes were reported per
every thousand students, most of
them petty theft. So far this year,
there have been no reported auto
problems on campus.

Twelve officers, four on each of
three daily shifts, work to ensure that
things are running smoothly, some-
times pestering slightly offended stu-
dents for ID, but doing a thorough
job. The Campus Safety Building is
open and staffed twenty-four hours

See Theft on Page 6

Safety Concerns Bring About C]
B3y Anjola Greeley McCoy lot, the gym lot, and the Bellingrath, Glassel, and even
Sf area near Rohinsnn &, the Rri s Stewrt to the onnosite end of

First-year students have a new

incentive to bring cars on cam-
pus-they no longer have to
launch expeditions to reach their

r cars. As the upperclassmen have
probably noticed, the parking
rules were altered.

First-years are now allowed to
* park in all "general parking" ar-

eas of the campus. These areas
are, specifically, Phillips Lane, the

Student Center.
The concept of changing the

first-year parking priviliges came
from last year's Social Reguations
Council, who brought the issue
before Dean of Student Affairs
Melody Hokanson Richey and
Director of Campus Safety Ralph
Hatley.

In the past, first-year students
were required to walk from

campus in order to reach their
cars, and Campus Safety cannot
be omnipresent to ensure their
safety while travelling to thier ve-
hicle.

As a result of safety concerns
from parents and students (in-
cluding upperclassmen), this re-
vision was implemented at the
beginning of the fall semester.

The student body's reaction to

Rhodes Professors
Rank Tenth In
Princeton Review
Iy Seth Jones
Staff Writer

When students across the
country were asked the question,
"Are your instructors good teach-
ers?" Rhodes ranked tenth among
U.S. colleges.

The survey was administered by
the Princeton Review, one of the
largest providers of SAT prepara-
tin courses to high school stu-
dents. The results are published on
the Princeton Review's web page
(www.review.coi), and in the
books, The Complete Book of Col-
leges and The Student Advantage
Guide o the Best311 Colleges.

Commenting on the ranking,
Dean of Admissions Dave Wottle
said,"Students who look at Rhodes
do use the guidebooks, so being
ranked by the Princeton Review in
such an important category is defi-
nitely to our advantage."

At the top of the "Professors
Bring Material to Life" list is Deep
Springs College. Before everyone
starts filling out applications to
transfer toDep Springs, students
should be aware that the college
is all male, is located in the wil-
derness outside of Dyer, Nevada,
and has a student population of
twenty-five. Women, television,
alcohol, and trips off-campus are

forbidden; students pass the time
studying and working on the
school's cattle and alfalfa ranch.

Second on the list was
Carleton College, located in
Northfield, Minnesota, about
thirty-five miles south of Minne-
apolis. Sarah Lawrence College,
a visual and performing arts
school in Bronxville, New York,
placed third. With only 438 stu-
dents, St. John's College in An-
napolis, Maryland was ranked
fourth, while the even smaller
Marlboro College, population
260, in Marlboro, Vermont came
in fifth.

Two women's colleges,
Randolph-Macon Women's Col-
lege in Ashland, Virginia and
Agnes Scott in Decataur, Georgia
placed sixth and seventh, respec-
tively. Washington & Lee in Lex-
ington, Virginia came in eighth,
and another women's school, Mt.
Holyoke College in Hadley,
Maryland was ranked a notch
above Rhodes at number nine.

The Princeton Review placed
Rhodes at tenth, commenting
that "Rhodes is one of the best
kept secrets in higher education."
Rhodes received an 89 percent
rating in academics, anda 91 per-
cent rating in quality of life.

hanges In Parking
this change seems to vary. Some that the "red zones," those areas
upperclassmen are quite upset- reserved for sophomores, juniors,
they were parking in the freshman and seniors, remain unchanged;
lot as recently as last year, and they are the Trezvant, fraternity
moreover, this new system brings row, Glassell, and Stewart lots, as
about greater competition for well as the northernmost half of
prime parking spaces. Others, the Buckman parking lot.
however, are pleased with the new As a final note, Campus
rule despite the fact that, as one Safety performs daily parking
student explained, "It seems to be audits . According to Hatley,
creating a lot of chaos." there are about four legal park-

Naturally, it will take some ing spaces left vacant for each il-
time to adjust, but keep in mind . legally parked car they find.



Opinion
Page 2 SO' R Wednesday, Sptember 24, 1997 ,

Redaiming Our Right To Be
NEETA hasn't answered questions posed in scale of logic and language sophisti- headed in a different
VENEPAL i i class becausewe think that there are cationoftenstructuredbythosewith It'staken metwol
DOUBLETHINK others that know more and could say more authority and'knowledge" than to realize how little I'v

it better and our'ignoranel would us. ingmyownexperince
then be garingly visible for all to dis- Though this method ofcritical cationandespecially
cuss? thinking' is theessence ofaliberal arts that might run count

I think back to first year, and all I
remember is sitting in Search class,
utterly floored by the shee volume of
everydungmyteacherseemedto know
and effortlessly recall. His language,
his ideas, his experiences, his ready
answers to questions we hadn't even
asked ourselves yet..How could 1 pos-
sibly compete? What did I have to
offer, excepting my own radically un-
developed, painfully incomplete
thoughts and experiences? What
would I have to offer anyof my classes
in any of my four years here?

As much as I learned and grew my
first two years, both intellectually and
experientially my assumptions of le-
gitimacy structured my personal de-
velopment. How could I genuinely
claim legitimacy for my own views
when I still had so much more to ex-
perience, and read, and ask about?

I believe that this is the norm for
many of us, as students. Who among
us hasn't deferred their thoughts, their
questions and answers to those with
seemingly more? Who among us

This seens justifiable with certain
disciplines of academia, and compat-
ible with an educational system that
for the most part views students as'in-
completetobe filled' with knowledge
and experience by the professor.

For example, I believe the way in
which most students learn organic
chemistry is impacted less by what
viewpoints and experience they bring
to the class than by their ability to as-
similate information.

But what about issues of faith or
questions of belief that might not be
as grounded in empirical truths? T.H.
White writes "there was a time when
each of us stood naked before the
world, confronting life as a serious
problem with which we were inti-
mately and passionately involved ..
.when we wondered with all our souls
what the world was ... what we were
ourselves... .

As college students we are so of-
ten asked to place our personal beliefs,
our innermost convictions to the 'test'
by defending it to the class from a
critical position. The strength of those
convictions is then weighed against a

education, the positioning of students
and professors in the classroom makes
it easy and natural to assume the va-
lidity of the professor's authority at the
cost of faith in our own beliefs and
experiences. Though they are con-
tinuously developed through experi-
ence with new information, ultimately
they cannotbedisproven byan exter-
nal source of authority with three de-
grees, more 'life' experience, and an
incredible vocabulary.

On a more concrete level, can you
count the number of times you've
turned in a papa, knowing the hours
you spent in conceiving and writing
it, and still were not sure of how you
'did' until you received your grade?
Or, how about the number of times
you've had an incredible idea to
present in class, but didn't, because
you weren't sure if that was what the
professor was 'looking' for, if it was
'phrased' right, if it was'good' enough?

Or, most importantly, can you re-
call the number of times when you've
given up on even asking the impor-
tant questions, let alone finding the
answers, because everyone else is

direction?
years at Rhodes
e been privileg-
, my own edu-

my own beliefs
er to class, two

years of giving away my right 'to be'
to others.

I've almost forgotten how and for
whom I'm developing a personal
comprehensive philosophy of life.

This means I only have two more
years to reclaim my thoughts and be-
liefs and questions, as 'incomplete' as
they might be, and passionatdysearch
out my own experiences and their in-
trinsic meaning.

Rainer Maria Rilke once wrote to
a young poet: "You ask whether your
verses are any good You ask me. You
have asked others before this... I beg
you to stop doing that sort of thing.
You are looking outside and that is
what you should most avoid right
now...here I feel that thereis no one
anywhere who can answer for you
those questions and feelings which, in
their depths, have a life of their own'

And it is this realization, of ap-
propriating for ourselves the power
to grant legitimacy to our beliefs, of
reclaiming our right, as students, to
be, that is the starting place for our
true education from Rhodes
College.

Rhodes to Nowhere
by Justin Baker

This is to remind you that you haven't received any mail in over two weeks
and are, indeed a loser."
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Competition, Communication, and Community
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Ht..w MURPHY
G.O.A.

You probably noticed the signs
around campus that announced
the inspiration and activation of
an "alternative" newspaper, a
project brought to public life by
professor of economics Ben Bolch.

I don't want to write this col-
umn about Bolch or, for that mat-
ter, the newspaper. As the
professor himself pointed out to
me, the people really in charge of
firing up another newspaper are
the students he has managed to
gather into a coherent group; ac-
cording to Bolch, they've met
twice already, and I am scheduled
to meet with them, as a group, on
Wednesday, so that they may speak
for themselves.

In a related surprise, applica-

tion for student positions on the
Chancellor's Roundtable were
much higher than years past;
twenty-eight people applied for
sixteen openings. Student inter-
est in public life appears to have
increased dramatically. Similarly,
Bolch's interest in starting the
newspaper was to bring some stu-
dents up to an active level in the
public sphere of the campus, and
an unprecedented level to boot.

He informed me that his inter-
est was in promoting "competi-
tion," that key phrase for
hard-core classical economists.

Admittedly, I am skeptical of
the actual contemporary meaning
of competition. However, this
newspaper could be an invigorat-
ing element in the upcoming
school year's public, social, and
private discussions, thanks mainly
to the atmosphere it will be
breathing: the highly maintained
academic culture of Rhodes.

When I write of the "academic
culture" of Rhodes, however, I do

not mean the technical learning
that we undergo at the hands of
our professors and classes. I think
that one of the great strengths of
Rhodes, and college life in general
(especially on such a small cam-
pus), is the many chances each stu-
dent has to participate in a
complex social unit, with its many
different systems of knowledge,
awareness, political practice, and
interpretation.

At Rhodes, you can work on
media and publications, while si-
multaneously assisting a recycling
program and doing volunteer
work for a church. The environ-
ment provided is such that those
activities should be, if not actually
are, encouraged and provided to
students. What's more, such ac-
tivities are provided in a culture
which supports such testing of
boundaries and interests.

Ultimately, I think, what the
environment should make us most
aware of is the need to form co-
herent and confident social bonds

in private and public life. You may
not be involved in the Rhodes Stu-
dent Government, but you know
someone you can talk to who is.

The importance of these bonds
lies in our motivation to spread
and strengthen them. Students
should inform and support other
students: we should practice
building up our own community
before we present it to anyone
else's. A show of confidence (I am
intentionally avoiding the use of
the word "strength") is an impor-
tant aspect of public interaction.

For me, the term "public"
means official channels of dia-
logue and discussion, such as
Roundtable. Students should be
able to formulate and communi-
cate, primarily with each other and
eventually to faculty and admin-
istration, arguments and consid-
erations on whatever issues arise.

But public interaction should
not be our only focus. We should
also integrate, and at the same
time maintain the independence

of, the social life of campus - the
personal convictions that form
and hold together groups such as
RCF and Women's Forum.

Such student groups are sym-
bols of solidarity and concern, and
contribute a level of resistance to
the hierarchical forces on campus,
those which seem to descend from
outside our community of stu-
dents, faculty, and adminstration.

This resistance is highly prag-
matic, because of the ultimate im-
portance of student interpretation
of overriding actions (such as the
Board's vote on the amendment to
the Mission Statement).

So Dr. Boich is doing what is
done best around here: providing
well-informed guidance and ad-
mirable inspiration to those who
wish to contribute to the campus
community.

The building and maintenance
of community is one of the most
important sources for the tactics
of living anywhere, at any time,
with any strength.

LETTER-TO-THE-EDITORS

To the Editors of the Sou'wester:

I am writing in response to assumptions implied about the Block Stu-
dent Association (BSA) written last week in Matt Marcotte's column
[A New Oath For The Rhodes Community].
The purpose of BSA is to promote unity within the African-American
community and create harmonious relationships among people of dif-
ferent cultures and backgrounds.
Membership is open to all students of Rhodes College. BSA should
not be dismissed as just a "faction" of black students. The member-
ship of BSA represents several different ethnicities and cultures.
Also, the BSA co-sponsors events with other organizations on cam-
pus and by doing so actively participates in campus life.
BSA provides a service to Rhodes by exposing the campus commu-
nity to the diversity that is present here. Events such as Gospel Ex-
travaganza and the Kwanza Celebration allow all students to learn
more about African-American culture.
All students should support and appreciate the tremendous effort BSA
gives to Rhodes College. I invite all students to attend a BSA meeting
to learn more about it and to eliminate any misconceptions.

Ebony Woods ('00)

t---------------------- i
j Subscriptions to The Sou'wester are now being taken.

I .One year's subscription is $30.00, and includes 18 issues j
I for the 1997-1998 academic year. Just clip this order
I form and either mail or fax it to us at:

The Sou'wester _ _____
Addrew I

Rhodes College I
2000 North Parkway I
Memphis,TN 38112 Phone: I

No. of SubscrIptions:, -

Fax (901) 843-3409
L - - - ---------- -------------

at Rhodes College that use utom-
biles the most.

Perhaps a solution to the pob
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Improvements In Campus Security Are In The Works
By Steele Means
Staff Writer

"Nobody wants to deal with
Campus Safety unless they need them
when there is a problem," said Ralph
Hatley, Director of Campus Safety, as
he summed up Campus Safety's im-
age problem.

Most Rhodes students deal at
some point (or many points) in their
years at Rhodes with the annoyance
of a parking ticket. If a student's sole
interaction with Campus Safety is that
of receiving and paying for parking
tickets, then it seems understandable
that a student could have an overall
feeling of animosity towards Campus
Safety, rather than gratitude for its

protective function. Students some-
times take the relative safety of the
Rhodes campus for granted, and con-
sidering the number of illegal parkers
on campus, it is easy to see how Cam-
pus Safety may not garner the great-
est of images.

However, there is clearly a vital
need for security at Rhodes. Recently,
several warnings have been posted
around campus, both cautioning stu-
dents to watch their belongings and
to beware of carjackers who are re-
portedly pperating in the area. There
have also been incidents where the
physical safety of students while on
campus, even within their own dorms,
has been threatened. For example,
Hatley related one recent incident

when a man attempted to assault a
female student in Bellingrath. The stu-
dent wassuccessful in fighting him off,
and Campus Safety apprehended him
shortly thereafter.

The necessity of Campus Safety
comes into focus sharply when these
possible dangers are taken into con-
sideration. However, Hatley does re-
alize that security can become an
annoyance in normal day-to-day life
because it restricts people's freedom.

"Students view security as a nec-
essary evil to fight a greater evil, said
Hatley

Some of the other complaints
which students have voiced about
Campus Safety are also areas of con-
cern for Hatley.

"They seem understaffed, Josh
Lawrence ('98) said. Mike Johnston
('99), cited another weakness.

"The security posts are not
manned at times when they should
be," Johnson said. Campus Safety
plans tocorrect these, and other prob-
lems, over the next three years.

Hatley said that the administra-
tion has responded quickly to these
concerns and has provided funding
for a three year action plan. This plan
consists of three phases; the first phase
being scheduled for completion by the
end of the 1997-98 academic year.

This first phase includes lighting
upgrades for StewartlSpann, the
Bellingrath quad, the McCoy Theatre,
the gym lot, the former first-years

parking lot and the Townsend/
Voorhies/Williford area. A new po-
sition - special event coordinator
- has also been created and filled.
This position will handle security
concerns during campus events
such as sports matches, allowing the
other officers to continue with day-
to-day security functions.

Phase one also includes 24-hour
staffing of the security posts at the
gates, a facet of the plan which
should be in place before the end of
the academic year. Other important
parts of the three year plan include
the creation of three new officer po-
sitions and the implementation of
a card access system for the dorms.

See Improvements Page 6
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ROO: Outdoors or Outback?
By Ford Baxter
Staff Writer

The Rhodes Outdoor Organiza-
tion (ROO) is continuing its mission
to fill the void left ontheRhodesnatu-
ralist scene by the demise of COM-
MUNE. ROO sees its purpose as
providing the campus with an out-
door organization incorporating ser-
vice and education into its activities.
Rhodes students who
want to enjoy the great
outdoors and do "Stud
somethingpositive for
the Memphis cor- trip. W
munitywillbe thank- high qua
ful, but many will be
wondering whatever -WI
happened to COM-
MUNE. Rhodes O

COMMUNE
(Committee for the
Organization of Mental and Meta-
physical Unity in a Natural Environ-
ment) had been in existence since at
least 1988, according to Director of
Student Activities Cindy Pennington.
Enrique Espinosa ('97), former
COMMUNE president, said he had
wished the club's name had been
changed to Rhodes Outdoors to pre-
vent any misconceptions.

COMMUNE existed as a purely
recreational club for Rhodes students

. to hangout, relax, and see some scen-
ery in the process. Their activities
were limited by funding, which re-
mained low even though the organi-
zation collected semester dues of $10
per person. The RSG Allocations

y Board provided only $400 per year, ac-
cording to Espinosa.

"You'd be surprised how much a
canoe costs, Espinosa said, adding
that the RSG money only covered the
cost of a sleeping bag.

At its peak, COMMUNE had 35
dues-paying members who went on
8 to 10 trips per year. Those trips in-
cluded camping, mountain biking,
rock climbing, and rappelling in Illi-
nois, west Tennessee, and Mississippi.
A few of these outings were day trips.

Espinosa is not against the new
organization, but cautions that
Rhodes students already have many
service outlets, which, combined with
their rigorous classwork, leaves them
little time to simply enjoy life. Cau-
tioning for "quality, not quantity;"
Espinosa thinks there should be a

minimummembershipbeforeanyor-
ganization is recognized at Rhodes.

Pennington says that while the
college recommends 5 to 10 members
to get a club going, there is no set
membership requirement.

"The organizations themselves
don't benefit;' Espinosa said. "With
students stretching themselves to the
limit, they end up givinga little to each

ing and rappelling, whereas ROO
plans to incorporate more canoeing,
camping, and hiking in conjunction
with rock climbing. If the CLC in-
stalls a climbing wall next year, ROO
will take full advantage of it

Furthermore, ROO plans to offer
educational programs in leadership
development and basic naturalist
skills such as tent set-up, packing and

fire starting. ROO will
publish a booklet contain-

ents don't have to go on every ing basic outdoor infor-
mation along with

re expect each activity tobe a requiredinsuranceforms
lity. event that people plan for." for trip-takers.

As their first order of

. Johnson ('99), founding member of business, ROO will have
to tackle the same di-

Iutdoor Organization

organization and accomplishing very
little in the end."

ROO is seekingto fill the gap that
COMMUNE left, but it is also adding
some of the service substance to which
Espinosa thinks students are likely to
overcommit WT. Johnson, a ROO
founder, says he disagrees with
Espinosa and is committed to diverse
means of service involvement for the
Rhodes campus, adding that never in
Rhodes' past has it had an outdoor
service organization.

ROO founders Bonner Scholar
Gory Perrin ('98), Birch Scholar Jer-
emy Boyd ('01), and Resident Assis-
tant W.T. Johnson ('99), are
committed, according to Perrin, to
giving Rhodes "more than a recre-
ational club' Johnson notes that
ROO will not have many meetings,
but will instead be centered around
its activities.

"Students don't have to go on ev-
ery trip;' Johnson said. "We expect
each activity to be a high quality event
that people plan for:'

The group's goals include running
a program that will bring Memphis
youth outdoors, providing them en-
vironmental information without
skimping on the fun. Johnson, a Si-
erra Club member, hopes the organi-
zation can associate with the Sierra
Club for environmental programs,
and with Inner City Outings for
ROO's youth outreach.

Perrin notes that COMMUNE'S
activities centered around rock climb-

lemma that discouraged
COMMUNE members
enough to disband -- a

lack of equipment Espinosa reports
that over the years COMMUNE col-
lected a healthy inventory of equip-
ment, induding tents, sleeping bags,
and rock climbing gear. As the only
campus organization that was not
given storage space in Tuthill, COM-
MUNE suffered the consequences in
the summer of 1996 when Robb,
White, and Ellett were wired for the
internet. The equiptment may have
been misplaced during the renovation
period. According to Allocations

Board Chair David Wells, Rhodes
has no insurance policy for the ma-
terials of campus groups stored in
dormitories.

ROO has rummaged through
storage spaces in Robb, White, and
Ellett, uncovering empty gear boxes,
broken backpacks, and ripped tents.
Perrin has requested help from any
faculty or staff who may have a lead
on the whereabouts of
COMMUNE's gear.

The group's funding plans cen-
ter on securing an RSG Allocations
Board grant, which should come
soon after their constitution is sub-
mitted to the Board at the end of this
month.

Johnson recognizes that equip-
ment is very expensive, and he
knows he cannot count on a lot of
funding from the allocations pro-
cess. However, ROO, unlike COM-
MUNE, has a faculty advisor.
Satisfying this Board stipulation
should guarantee more funding
than COMMUNE received. Perrin
hopes that ROO can coordinate a
successful fund-raising program
this fall if necessary.

Already eliciting support from
the faculty, ROO has had at least 12
requests from faculty members
wishing to be added to the
organization's e-mail distribution

ROO's first campus-wide meet-
ing will be next week. Johnson says
that the meeting is essential to gauge
the direction in which students want
to take the organization.

"We will start out focusing on
recreational activities," Johnson
said. According to Johnson, ROO
will then "branch off" into the
organization's other two commit-
ments, service and education.

The founders' plans for this year
include Ocoee River rafting, hiking
in the Ozarks, and Appalachian Trail
blazing. The first trip, tentatively
planned for fall break, will probably
have to be inexpensive, requiring
only tents and backpacks.

For an organization that was
founded the week after Orientation,
ROO founders have done a lot.
They have divided their efforts,
Perrin focusing on the equipment
problem, Johnson securing the
organization's club sport status, and
Boyd working on the constitution.

Discovering that COMMUNE's
equipment would not be available
to them was a great blow, but ROO
founders are not letting it set them
back, focusing instead on their ex-
citement about giving Rhodes
something unique and much
needed.
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EXTRA INCOME FOR '97
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People You Should Know: RSG First Year Senators
Iy Jnnifsr Durovchic
SllffWrihw

Many of the new freshman RSG
senators are interested in the recy-
cling program, laundry facilities,
food at the Rat, and making sure stu-
dents have a voice.

"I want other students to come
up to me at any time to tell me what
they want to see changed, what
they'd like to see more of, or any
other ideas they have" RSG Senator
Adam White of Memphis said.
White also stated he will have a note-
book with him at all times to write
down any ideas he has or any other
students have.

"My main goal this year is to be
the senator that the freshman class
knows. As the year goes on, I want
to be there for the students to talk
to when they have conflicts," Sena-
tor Tara Parchman of Jackson, TN
said. "I would like to see change ma-
chines in the laundry room, and
more computer help for first years."

Jeremy Boyd is also interested in

Thefts
Continued from Page 1

a day, seven days a week, available
to provide escorts if requested or
look into suspicious incidents.

The fence containing the
Rhodes community was com-
pleted in 1991, in order to control
who could have access to the cam-
pus and making surveillance easier
for those in charge of campus
safety.

"Students complained about
the screening [at the gatehouses]
at first, but now they like to see us
monitoring who comes through"
Sasson said. However, it is evident
that the consistency with which
the gatehouses are tended is some-
what sporadic, and the thorough-
ness of the keepers sometimes
questionable. Returning from the
opera late one evening, Jennifer
Dickerson ('99) said, "he didn't
even look at my decal - he just saw
me wave." But students can rest

change machines in the laundry
room and having "fruit juice avail-
afle at all meals in the Rat." Boyd,
who is from Memphis, said, "I have
also met a student who is very in-
terested in developing a student ra-
dio station. I'm interested in
helping that to develop."

Both senators Amy Tidwell of
Atlanta and Alison Lundergan of
Lexington are interested in improv-
ing the food at the Rat. Tidwell
would also like "to incorporate the
freshmen into the rest of the school
and get them involved in the activi-
ties going on especially with RSG."

Lundergan is also interested in
"upgrading the laundry facilities,
and looking into retreat programs
for the freshman class."

Lundergan summed up the feel-
ings of most of the freshman sena-
tors. "All the freshman RSG
senators are elated to be elected as
officers. We still want to hear the
freshman student voices about con-
cerns that they have. We are always
here to listen," Lundergan said.

assured that gatehouses are gener-
ally staffed at least 85% of the time,
and efforts are being focused to
keep the Snowden Entrance
gatehouse occupied at all hours.
Plans are being made to hire one
more officer to serve on a 10 am-6
pm shift, to overlap and provide
backups.

The Campus Safety office re-
ceives calls regarding suspicious
persons almost every day. How-
ever, monitoring and screening is
a big deterrent, with gatehouse
control and technology contribut-
ing significantly to a reduction in
problems. Cameras now exist in
the well-lit parking lots, making it
possible to view various parts of
the campus from the safety center.
Student awareness, according to
Sasson, is one of the key factors in
maintaining a safe environment at
Rhodes.

"By all means," Sasson said,"if
you think a person seems suspi-
cious, call our office. We would

rather take ten calls and have them
turn out to be all right than to have
one that does turn out to be a
problem not phoned in."

Returning to the issue of back-
packs, Sgt. Sasson offered some
valuable advice that cannot be
taken lightly. The problems are
still under investigation, but the
safest bet would be to simply take
responsibility for one's belongings
and be conscious of what is going
on.

"I really rely on students to be
aware, Sasson said. "It helps the
department asawhole to get student
feedback, and is really your best de-
fense to avoid becoming a victim"

Improvements
continued from Page 4

Hatley said he "couldn't be
more pleased with the attentive-
ness of the administration" with
regard to security matters, and
added that he is very grateful
since other colleges of compa-
rable size have scant security re-
sources.

Those students who have
heard of the three year plan are
very pleased. Kate Bishop ('99)

said that she had "no complaints
about Campus Safety now that
their three year plan is up and
running"

"Security is a 50/50 relation-
ship" Hatley said. "Students have
to take some responsibility for
their safety" He said that remem-
bering to lock one's car doors and
room doors is a good example of
this kind of responsibility.

If you know of a story that you feel
could use highlighting contact Brandon
Barr by e-mail at barbthodes.edu.

Child Care -C-
Family looking for intelligent, enthusiastic,
friendly student for childcare, driving and running
errands. Must have own car and be a non-smoker.
Three children ages 6-3. Can guarantee 20-30
hours/week on a flexible schedule. 763-4333.

COSTA RICA
Study Paradise this Spring

The Organization for Tropical Studies in partnership with
Duke University offers a field-oriented semester abroad program
in tropical ecology and Latin American culture. Students earn 16 credit

hours in biology, environmental science, and Spanish language & culture.
Credits may be transferred from Duke.

hands-on biology * cultural immersion " field trips
independent projects * remote field sites

research " exotic wildlife

For brochure and application materials, contact
Organization for Tropical Studies, Duke University

box 90633, Durham NC 27708-0633
Tel: (919) 684-5774; E-mail: <nao@acpub.duke.edu>

http://www.ols.duke.odu

Application deadline For 1998 Spring semester is October 15, 1997.
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Opera Memphis Presents An Emotional Madame Butterfly
By Kate McWhorter
Arts and Enlertainment Editor

Over 100 Rhodes students at-
tended the opera MadameButterilyat
the Orpheum Theatre Saturday, Sep-
tember 20, and a fair number of those
100 left teary-eyed. From the begin-
ning of the story, the tragic ending
could easily be predicted, but was
painfully drawn out through the next
two acts and two intermissions, leav-
ing the audience to wonder if a turn
of events would somehow lead to a
happy ending.

The story began with the joyous
wedding festivities of Benjamin F.
Pinkerton, played byAdam Klein, and
his Japanese bride Cio-Cio-San,
known as Madame Butterfly, played
by Marie Plette. At this point, the
music was lighthearted and fluttery,
but almost overpowered the singers.
The most distinguishable voice was
that of Pinkerton. His dear, robust
sound carried easily to the balcony.
The character of Goro, the marriage
broker, played by Dean Anthony,
added spice to the performance as he
wove back and forth across the stage

trying to persuade Pinkerton that But-
terfly was the perfect bride.

The most moving part of the first
act came when Butterfly was re-
nounced for denying her religion in
order to marry Pinkerton. A chorus
of wedding guests mercilessly con-
demned her with shrill, piercing
voices.

The audience also learned early
on that Pinkerton did not intend to
honor his marriage vows and planned
to leave Butterfly to find a "real"
American wife. Nevertheless, the act
concluded with an emotional duet in
which both Pinkerton and Butterfly
professed their love to one another.
The duet almost succeeded in fooling
the audience into believing that both
were genuinely in love; but the recol-
lection of Pinkerton's unfaithful heart
prevented a genuine celebration of the
union.

In the second act, Butterfly's at-
tempts to explain her husband's three-
year absence added a humorous
element to the heartbreaking story.
Since Pinkerton said he would return
"when the robin builds its nest' But-

terfly justified his extended absence by
proposing that "robins nest less often
in America." More comic relief came
as Butterfly refused the proposal of
Prince Yamadori, who tried to con-
vince her to remarry. Butterfly replied
wittily, "The only problem is I don't
want to [marry you]."

The lighting throughout the pro-
duction was superb. It faded gradu-
ally to create a sunset effect and
increased gradually for the sunrise.
The changes were so slow and smooth
that even small changes in brightness
could not be detected.

Though the singers were not Japa-
nese, their makeup and hairstyles suc-
ceeded in making the Japanese
characters believable. The costumes,
though brilliantly colored and au-
thentic-looking, seemed very heavy.
Madame Butterfly's red costume
struck me as too flashy for her inno-
cent character. But the slightly ques-
tionable costuming did not detract
from the overall effect or authenticity
of the characters.

By far the most dramatic scene
came in the final act when Butterfly

Photo Courtesy of Patricia Gray
Jason Bishop ('98), Fredrico Carpenter ('98), and David Wheat ('99) attend the
Opera Memphis performance of Madame Butterfly last Saturday.

learned that Pinkerton had found an
American wife and had returned to
collect his child and abandon Butter-
fly. Sniffles throughout the theatre
intensified Butterfly's and her
servant's bitter weeping and emo-
tional outbursts. Even though the
ending was dearly foreshadowed, the
effect of Butterfly's death was never-

theless devastating, as the audience
had hoped in vain for some consola-
tion for Butterfly

As usual, Opera Memphis pre-
sented a splendid production of a
well-known opera, bringing to a new
audience the intensity and universal-
ity of opera that has kept audiences
returning for decades.

History Of Opera Class Is
More Than Just History

y, By Kate McWhorter
at Arts and Entertainment Editor

Judging by the turnout of Rhodes
students at Saturday night's perfor-
mance of Madame Butterfly it would
seem that appreciation of the opera
is high at Rhodes. But according to
music professor Patricia Gray, most
of the students in her History of Op-
era class have never seen an opera.

Composed mostly of non-majors
aiming to fulfill their fine-arts re-
quirements,the class is geared toward
raising awareness and appreciation of
opera. It began upon the retiremenit
of classical studies professor Dr. Tom
Jolly, who donated his extensive col-
lection of opera recordings to the
music department. Suddenly inun-
dated with a vast collection of opera
music, the department decided to use
the albums for a course on the his-
tory of opera In the class, students
not only study 15 operas during the
course of the semester, but they also
gain hands-on knowledge of what
goes on behind the scenes of a pro-
duction. Part of Gray's goal for the
class is that students experience op-
era in such a waythat theydo not"just
read about it, but are actually out
there doing it"

Two years ago, students inter-
viewed the director, cast members,

and orchestra members of the opera
Rigoletto and witnessed first-hand the
logistics of putting the production
together. Gray says that students of-
ten see the final product of the crew's
hard work, but they rarely know about
the many details that must be consid-
ered before an opera is ready for pro-
duction. According to Gray, "Opera
Memphis is delighted that we are do-
ing this," because of the publicity and
visibility it brings them.

In addition to the course on op-
era, Gray maintains the Opera Mem-
phis home page on the World Wide
Web, which includes the dates of the
current season's opera performances,
the seating chart for the Orpheum
Theatre, ticket information, synopses
and highlights of the season's operas,
and pictures from several different
productions.

Two interesting features of the
page are the pronouncing dictionar-
ies: one for opera terms in general, and
one for specific operas and compos-
ers. The dictionaries list the defini-
tions of terms, or a tidbit about a
selected opera or composer, and
(thanks to the Rhodes foreign lan-
guage department) provide sound
files that allow visitors to hear the
terms pronounced properly. These
features are particularly useful for

those who are intimidated by the for-
eign names of operas and composers
and for those who are interested in the
musical techniques of composers and
singers.

Because of the large response to
the site-thousands of visitors since
its beginning--Gray considers it a ser-
vice to the Memphis community in
that visitors to the site are informed
of upcoming performances and given
access to a wide array of resources,
such as the dictionaries, information
about upcoming operas, and writings
about some of the historical and criti-
cal aspects of opera. Gray hopes that
the web page, in conjunction with the
History of Opera course will play a
small but considerable role in what
happens to opera in the twentieth cen-
tury, particularly how the "generation
of MTV" will respond to this "time-
less" art form. As in classic literature,
thethemes voiced in opera live on and
apply to generation after generation,
Gray says.

To access the Opera Memphis
home page:

http://gray.music.rhodes.edu/
operahtms/Opera.html

To access the History of Opera
home page

http://gray.music.rhodes.edul
musichtms/Musicl21 Opera.html
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Injured Lynx Fall
To Austin College
Kangaro
Dy Jason Heller
Staff Write

Last Saturday, the Lynx suffered
a lackluster first half against the Kan-
garoos of Austin College (TX) en
route to their first home loss of the
season. It was disappointing to see
the Lynx, who were coming off one
of the greatest wins in Rhodes his-
tory, play with an incredibly low level
of execution. Three lost fumbles and
an otherwise stagnant first half of-
fense gave the Lynx a 14 point defi-
cit at halftime.

Rhodes put together a fine drive
right before halftime, but lost con-
trol of the ball on the Austin 9 yard
line. By halftime, not only did
Rhodes find themselves behind 14-
0, but they also found themselves
without star tailback Darrell Brown,
who left the game in the second
quarter with an ankle injury.

Emerging from the locker room
was an almost completely different
Rhodes team: a team that was in this

position the previous week, a team
that knew how to come back at
home. They took the second half
kick-off and marched 66 yards in
4:20 to cut into Austin's lead and
make the score 14-7. On that drive,
Brent Keller was 3 for 3, passing for
55 yards. Bernard Quinn handled
the rest of the work, finishing off the
drive with a one yard touchdown
run.

Meanwhile, the Lynx defense
woke up and kept the Kangaroo of-
fense in check for the third quarter.
The defense was led by several out-
standing individual efforts, most
notably free safety Jason Walter (11
tackles, 1 forced fumble), defensive
end Kyle Ryan (7 tackles, 1 sack),and
linebacker Brad Hearne (9 tackles, 1
forced fumble).

The two teams played the field
position game for the entire fourth
quarter. Blessed with the better hand
in that game, Austin College cashed
in and scored the only points in the

Photo ty Lodye Jane Vickers/Sou'wester

John Ferguson ('00) evades the Kangaroo defence during last Saturday's game against Austin College.

final frame via a 51 yard drive.
Rhodes began their final possession
on their own 20 down 21-13. The
offense sputtered in their comeback
bid, as they turned the ball over on
downs up around midfield. Austin
then proceeded to run out the clock

and leave Fargason Field with their
first win of the season.

Rhodes dropped to 1-2 on the
season. Their next game is Saturday,
September 27, at home against
Carnegie-Mellon University at 1:30.
A quick injury update: Senior de-

fensive tackle Matt Smith, who left
the game in the fourth quarter on a
stretcher, is all right after suffering a
mild neck sprain. He will not play
next week. Junior tailback Darrell
Brown is questionable for next
week's game with an ankle injury.

Tough Competition At Vandy

Interested in Rucking
Around?

The Sou'Westerneeds a new sports
editor. If you like sports or you have
an interest in journalism, this job
may be for you. If interseted con-
tact James Spears (spejd) or Melody
Barnett (barmj).

By Grant Gandy
Staff Writer

Facing a bevy of competition
from larger schools, including last
year's men's NAIA national champion
Life University, the Rhodes cross
country teams had their hands full
Saturday at Vanderbilt's Commodore
Classic in Nashville The women fin-
ished ninth overall and first in the
small schools category. The men did
not fare as well, finishing fifteenth
overall and fourth for small schools.

Head coach Robert Shankman
was pleased with the women's team

"Our goal for this race was to run
faster than we did last week on a
tougher course, and as a team we did
that,' Shankman said.

Nicole Horvath showed improve-
ment from last week's race to lead the
women. Horvath was followed by the
pairs of Kelley Thompson and Emily
Ferguson, and Megan Emery and Joy
Johnson. Laura Henderson and Emily
Clark finished sixth and seventh for
the women

Dave Thomasson assumed what
has become a customary position as
top finisher for the Lynx Mike Wottle
and Grant Gandy rebounded from
weak performances at Sewanee to fin-

ish second and third. Kosta
Dalageorgas, Matt Alexander, Rob
Cooksey and Virren Malhotra
rounded out the top seven.

"It was deceptively hot on Satur-
day. I was pleased with the effort, but
the times were not there, Shankman
said, of the men's team. "I think we'll
have a better idea of where we are af-
ter Boston."

Assistant coach Brendan Minihan
('97) ran the meet as an unattached
runner.

"I am in much better shape than
I was in last year Minihan said, "but
my time was not indicative of that"

The Lynx will search for cooler
weather and faster times when they
travel to Boston in two weeks for the
National Preview Invitational.

U RE-DISCOVER THE HIDDEN PLACEI
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Luke's Also Features:
* Over 300 Specialty Beers ($3.00 With Rhodes ID)
" $1.25 Longnecks 3pm- 9pm
" $1.75 Longneckw 9pm -Cse (With Rhodes ID)
* $5.00 60oz Pitchers (With Rhodes ID)


