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Professors Leave Rhodes

rnor oy valene vvirre

Writer Shiart Dybek talks to members of the Rhodes community
after his reading on Thursday night. See Dyhek story page 5.

By Valerie Witte
News Editor

Professor Steve Gadbois of the
Mathematics Department and Profes-
sor Bruce Abedon of the Biology De-
partment are leaving Rhodes.

Gadbois, who has taught at
Rhodes for 14 years, spoke of the fac-
ulty evaluation process as influencing
his decision.

"The faculty has made its wishes
known concerning evaluation many
times over the years I've been here and
with little success," he said. Specifi-
cally, Gadbois suggested the evalua-
tion forms include validity checks,
questions that determine "if the stu-
dent filling out the form is really pay-
ing attention:' Such checks would
"make sure the student is taking the
process seriously."

Dean of Academic Affairs John
Planchon explained that in a faculty
ad-hoc committee meeting in Octo-
ber, "There was a proposal [for valid-
ity checks] as part of an alternative
evaluation system. But that alternative
evaluation system was disbanded as a

result of a unanimous faculty vote.
"The faculty have spoken:'
Gadbois admitted that the faculty

are not entirely blameless but hoped
that a new system will emerge in the
future.

Professor Abedon has been at
Rhodes for two years. As a result of
poor scores on his SIR evaluations, his
long-term renewable contract has not
been renewed.

"The evaluation instrument is
supposed to be entirely objective so
that you come up with a number, but
the problem is it's based on students'
opinionsof the teacher...which [are]
subjective," said Abedon.

"Students should be more aware
of the impact that evaluation scores
have, and they should take them very
seriously."

Gadbois also voiced concern over
the prevalence of long-term renew-
able non-tenure track contracts at
Rhodes.

"I'm convinced we're losing good
people... because they do end up
finding a tenure track position else-
where," said Gadbois.,

Planchon stated that long-term
renewable contracts provide flexibil-
ity. For instance, they enable a depart-
ment to add another section of a class.
He also mentioned benefits which
accompany non-tenure track posi-
tions, such as guaranteed sabbatical
and higher financial compensation
during sabbatical.

Abedon agreed that there are ben-
efits which accompany non-tenure track
contracts. However, he said that profes-
sors sometimes leave Rhodes if they find
tenure track positions elsewhere.

"I'm somewhat disappointed to
hear professors talk about how we're los-
ing'good' faculty because of long-term
renewable contracts," said Planchon,
"because there are many truly outstand-
ing professors at Rhodes who are on
long-term renewable contracts, and I
fear those comments could be taken as
disparaging of them:'

Gadbois has obtained short-term
work for the summer and is looking
forward to having more free time.
Abedon is currently seeking a teach-
ing-research position at Dartmouth
University.

Students Still Waiting For Housing
y e Ulas advantage of that option.

Staff Wlter "We arestill releasing those folks.
All they need to do is call me," said

Concrete solutions to the housing Casey
problem have yet to appear for many "We are preparing for the possi-
students as the June 30 deadline for bility of securing housing near cam-
housing deposit refunds rolls closer. pus for students who are not assigned

The waiting list still holds 85 stu- a place on campus and who are not
dents, equally divided between men able to find an apartment off campus
and women. Most are rising juniors, on their own," former Chancellor
but a few are rising seniors who did David Harlow said in a letter sent to
not turn in their housing deposits on parents of all students placed on the
time, according to Director of Resi- waiting list
dence Life Carol Casey. "We're still pursuing [this op-

Risingsophomorescanstillbere- tion], and we're seeing how things go
leased from the residency require- withstudentsonthewait list...Atthis
ment, enabling more students to find point we don't have any contractual
campus housing space. Initially, Resi- arrangements set up, so I can't say
dence Life received about 35 calls how, but we do intend to do it," said
from students who expressed inter- Associate Dean of Student Affairs
est in being released from the resi- Charlie Landreth.
dency requirement. To this point, There are two goals of this assis-

-only about 10 to 15 pleplew* take.. -tance: dealingwithtransportation is-

sues for some students and securing
reasonably priced housing for those
who request it, said Casey. She said
anyone who desires assistance in find-
ing housing should contact the Resi-
dence Life office immediately.

According to Casey and
Landreth, the cause of the shortage
is a 25% increase in housing depos-
its by this year's rising juniors,
whose class had an unusually high
90% retention rate, as well as a very
low no-show rate at housing selec-
tion. If the demand for housing
among juniors had remained con-
sistent with the demand in years
past, the problem would not have
occurred.

Erin Henderlight ('01) is not op-
timistic about her chances of find-
ing on-campus housing. She has
been in contact with Residence Life
and feels she has almost no hope of

finding on-campus housing. She is
also doubtful about being able to
find a roommate and mentioned an
"everybody for yourself" mentality
among students on the waiting list
due to the havoc created by the hous-
ing shortage.

She also cited additional finan-
cial burdens for students who have
off-campus housing, including
Internet fees of $20-S25 per month,
the cost of furniture, and the price
of rent without a roommate.

If given a choice, Henderlight
would prefer to live on campus due
to its convenience and because some
people who live off campus "just sit
in their apartments watching TV."

"I think Carol Casey's doing the
best job she can, but I would really
like to get a straight answer from
somebody [about the housing situ-
ation]," said Henderlight.

"In the long run I'm glad more
people are choosing to live on cam-
pus. In the short term it could be a
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LETTERS To THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
One of the drawbacks of free

newspapers is the total reliance on
advertising dollars to fund publica-
tion. Because of financial concerns,
it can sometimes happen that a ma-
jor component of the publication -
the advertisements - reflects the
agenda of an outside entity rather
than the values of the community for
which the paper is primarily in-
tended. We sincerely hope that this
is the case in the inclusion of the En-
tertainment Weekly supplement with
the April 20, 1999 issue of The
Sou'wester.

This glossy, 22 page minimag
revolves around a cover story about
Bijou Phillips and includes several
photographs which we, the members
of the Executive Board of Women's
Forum, find about as amusing as the
salary gap. The cover is occupied
by a picture of Phillips dressed as a
Playboy bunny and the absolutely
inane interview with the obvious brat
is highlighted by a picture of Phillips'
bare bottom (with a tattoo we won't
even grace with a comment) and a
half-page photo of Phillips wearing
pasties, as if to cast her as a strip-
per. Ironically enough, in the inter-
view, Phillips makes a vacuous
statement in the language of femi-
nism: "I want to fix the way women
are treated in society. It can get re-
ally difficult being a chick."

Thanks Bijou. You sure are
doing a great job at improving the

status of women. It sure is a state-
ment of girl power to pose for photo
graphs dressed as a subordinated
sex object. Also, thanks for express-
ing your worries about getting fat.
There's nothing quite like the female
solidarity produced by a healthy
dose of good, old-fashioned nega-
tive body image.

In case you didn't realize it, that
was a joke.

It is images and statement like
those in the Entertainment supplement
that help to uphold the current sys-
ten of gender definitions and rela-
tions that make it "really difficult to
be a chick." As long as women are
infantilized, degraded, and pre-
sented solely as sex objects by the
popular media, our struggle to win
the rights of self-determination and
political and social equality will be
impeded. If Phillips, or Entertainment
Weekly, sincerely wanted to "fix the
way women are treated in society,"
then they would present the public
with images of real women acting
like real women instead of some male
fantasy composite of a teenage nym-
phomaniac. Perhaps the most dis-
turbing aspect of this magazine is
Phillips' own willing complicity in the
perpetuation of a definition of
women that has real, damaging con-
sequences to so many young women.
Phillips will probably never have the
experience of being denied a job
because she is a woman. However,
many of us will.

All of this is not to lay the blame
for women's subordinated status on
Philips' unclad shoulders alone. It is
however, calling her - and Enter-
tainment Weekly - out for complic-
ity in a system that does so much
harm to so many women. This is
also not to say that women should
deny their own sexuality in the name
of equality. Healthy expression of
individual sexuality is powerful and
positive. However, unthinking dupli.
cation of the male-defined sexuality
that is imposed upon women is lust
plain bad far all of us.

Rebecca Anderson ('00)
Cortney Branscome('00)
Teal Baker ('00)
Lisa Bentivogli ('00)
Tara Parchman ('01)
Courtney Umberger ('00)

To the Editor:
Over the post few weeks, I've ob-
served all too many farewells to this
campus from graduating seniors to
faculty and administrators. I want to
share with you five lessons that I have
learned over my four years here-
lessons that may seem obvious, but
that I think are of critical importance.
Lesson 1:Be Yourslf. I am fully
aware that this sounds incredibly sim-
plistic-almost like the first lesson in
one of those really bad self-help
books, but I think it is much more than
that. Regardless of how much you
learn about other people-their his-
tory, facts about them, and the like-
that's not the most valuable
experience you'll have in your col-
lege career. The most difficult and
most important lesson I've probably
learned during my four years here is
who I am. I urge you, while you're
spending time memorizing facts and
figures, to take a moment out and
realize that learning about who you
are is every bit as important as learn-
ing any "academic" subject. Learn
who you are. Be who you are.
Lesson 2: Never Stop Asking
Questions. A while back, I was
talking with a friend of mine who is
a physics major. Someone asked
him why he'd decided to major in
that subject. He responded, "you
know those questions you ask when
you're young, like 'Why is the sky
blue?' Well, I've never stopped ask-
ing those questions." He had a great
point, perhaps not about majoring
in physics, but about asking ques-
tions. Never hesitate, when some-
thing seems odd to you to ask "whys"
And always get a real answer when
you ask these questions. "Because"
isn't a real answer. Nor is "we've

always done it that way." However,
remember that sometimes, "no" is the
right answer, especially when there
are good reasons. But keep on ask-
ing questions. Ask "why?" Ask
"how?" Never be afraid.
Lesson 3: Stand Up For What
You Believe n. I haven't always
agreed with what every person in
this community has said, and I know
every person in this community hasn't
always agreed with what I've had
to say. However, I admire those
people who do take the time and the
effort to stand up for what they be-
lieve in. All too often, plans that
could be wonderful don't material-
ize on this campus simply because
people are too apathetic or cynical
to stand up for them. Be there on
the front lines. Saywhatyou believe.
People will almost certainly disagree
with you. But always remember that
your voice is the most powerful tool
you have to move toward change.
If you don't use it, it's all lost.
Lesson 4: Cherish These Mo-
ments. When I firstcame here, four
years ago, my years of college
stretched out before me like a bound-
less expanse. Now, looking bock,
it's like the day we all waved
goodbye to our parents in Fisher
Gardens was only yesterday. These
valuable four years go by all too fast.
Every moment is to be savored.
Lesson 5: Things Work Out in
the End. Rhodes was not my first
choice when I was applying to col
lege four years ago. I wound up
coming here after being rejected by
all of the schools I valued more
highly. I wasn't even sold on it when
I visited, and even had hesitation
through part of my first year. How,
ever, looking back from this vantage,
I can safely say that I cannot imag-
ine another school where I could
have had a wonderful an experience
as I've had over the past four years.
Had I not come here, I would never
have had the opportunity to meet the
amazing people I've met here-stu-
dents, faculty, and, yes, even admit?,
istrators. Perhaps it was fate that led
me here, as things have worked out
more amazingly than I could have
ever thought.
Forgive me if I've become overly sen-
timental, but I believe these lessons
will serve me well. I know if I had
learned them earlier, I would be a
better person for it. I wish all of you
people the best in the future. May
we meet again in the future and keep
the memories of these years in our
hearts.

Farewell,
Matthew Marcotte ('99)
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Little Hope From Littleton
CURIOUSLY IISTRONG ALTOID
COLUMNIST

The April 24-30 issue of The
Economist characterizes the recent
spate of school shootings as a "gro-
tesque rite of spring" whereby these
tragedies seemingly grow each year
in violent intensity.

Indeed the shootings that tran-
spired last week in Denver claimed 15
lives (including the two assailants),
topping the previous Jonesboro tally
of 5 deaths last spring. As program-
matic as these outbursts of violence
seem in recent years, so too does the
governmental response. This week,
President Clinton pledged federal aid
to assist Colorado families in medical
and funerary costs as well as promis-
ing free counseling for the bereaved.
The same occurred in Jonesboro with
"grief counselors" flown to the city
followed by later promises to beef up
school security.

A pattern of emotional response
also reemerges. Shock and apprehen-
sion over how to address children who
commit violence leads to finger point-
ing, with the authorities blaming the
Internet, high school popularity con-
tests, media violence, and the film The
Matrix where the final sequence de-

picts Keanu Reeves and Carrie-Ann
Moss blasting away a police facility in
trench coats (hence the""Trench Coat
Mafia"). And finally public blame
shifts to the parents themselves. Colo-
rado Governor Bill Owens went so far
as to ask: "Do you know if your child
has a home page? Do you know what
is on your child's home page, or whom
they talk with on the Internet? If not,
please find out."

Perhaps the predictable moral
hand-wringing that accompanies
school-related tragedies misses the
point all together: What about the in-
struments used to commit these
crimes? What about gun control? To
date, Clinton has not mentioned gun
control in his public remarks about
the tragedy, though he openly sup-
ports measures to restrict juvenile ac-
cess to guns. The issue is not whether
there is a moral defect in children
across America, or as the ever-quot-
able Gov. Bill Owens terms it"a virus
loose in a culture." Similar massacres
recently struck Australia and Great
Britain with bloodier results. The Port
Arthur massacre of April 1996 re-
sulted in the shooting deaths of 35
people in Tasmania, 50% of all the
firearm-related fatalities reported in
Australia that year. In Dunblane in
the U.K. that same year, a disgruntled
Scout master killed 17 pupils. Says
The Economist: "If America is in

moral decline, then so is most of the
rest of the world, which just as avidly
consumes violent films and rock vid-
eos"

However, America's response to
these events is unique in its inability
to address structural problems of gun
ownership. The British response to
Dunblane was to ban handguns out-
right. In Australia, Prime Minister
John Howard quickly introduced leg-
islation that strictly curtailed gun
ownership. InAustralia today,self-de-
fense no longer constitutes a legiti-
mate reason for owning a gun. Only
professional collectors, marksmen, and
farmers are granted licenses. These re-
forms passed in their respective coun-
tries because the local population
supportedstricter gun laws. PrimeMin-
ister Howard enjoyed 90% public ap-
proval rating for his new uniform gun
laws. Yet public opinion discourages
American legislators from seriously ad-
dressing the realities of gun control. A
recent CNN on-line poll (as of 4-25-99)
stated that 30% surveyed believed par-
ents were "most responsible for school
violence" whereas only 15% associated
the access to firearmsasthe cause of these
atrocities.

The U.S. is hardly unique in its
long list of crazies and loons, but our
country excels at offering them access
to a wide array of highly destructive
weaponry. Most people know that the

U.S. has the highest violent crime rate
in the industrialized world, but there
seems little public interest toconnect
lax gun laws with violence within our
society. One traditional argument in
favor of guns is that they act as a de-
terrent to criminals. Simply stated,
more guns mean a safer America. If
this psychology of gun ownership
were true, however, then surely we
would be the safest society on earth.

A quick peek at the Tulsa Gun
Show is evidence enough of the ex-
cessive force of modern weaponry
available to the average consumer. As
innocuous as Tulsa, Oklahoma seems
for a huge firearm extravaganza, the
city manages to fill a convention cen-
ter of 10 square football fields full of
tables hocking every variety of gun,
knife, military paraphernalia, and ex-
treme right-wing propaganda. In
fact, the first person to greet you at
the door is the local NRA (National
Rifle Association) representative who
urges you to join today if for nothing
more than to get a discount on future
gun show admissions. As a former
recreational shooter, I have witnessed
the purchase of Chinese-made AK-
47s accompanied with automatic rifle
conversion kits. Such conversion kits
consist primarilyof a spring and a few
bolts. High-powered rifles with laser
scopes are common fare as are the
semiautomatic handguns used by the

Littleton shooters.
However, it would be foolish to

depict all the gun show attendees as
fanatical. The fastest growing niche
of gun sales caters to women in their
late 20s and 30s. And the admixture
of social groups at the gun show is
truly remarkable: bearded Amish
men with double barreled shotguns
walk side by side with modern cor-
porate go-getters shopping for a Ger-
man handgun to complement that
imported German automobile. But
still, I won't subject you to the hor-
rors of the anti-Jane Fonda bumper
stickers...

Yet guns simply don't fire them-
selves. Part of their horrible aesthetic
beauty is that they need an external
user to execute their purpose. Weird
AlYankovic eloquently states this fact
in his film UHFI "Guns don't kill
people, I do" As long as there is some-
body with the will to commit mur-
der, he/she will find a means to do so.
Cain killed Abel with a rock, not a .44.
But easy access to firearms surely
makes it easier to commit heinous
crimes. With all the psychologists
combingthroughthe historiesofthetwo
Colorado boys, it seems all the more fu-
tile to think that anytest willever be able
to predict human actions in all their il-
logic and impulsiveness. Few can pre-
dict the ways ofhuman behavior,but we
can restrict the means.

A Modest Proposal: Forums That Don't Suck

EMINGWAY

Well, color me impressed. Four
years I've been attending forums at
Rhodes, and four years I've been wait-
ing to leave one feeling confident that
genuine voices had spoken, that words
had fallen upon listening ears, and that
ACTION would be taken.

Monday night, the Rhodes
Women's Group held a forum to fol-
low up a particularly evocative discus-
sion concerning sexual assault at
Rhodes. Over sixty individuals at-
tended this forum where many so-
cially accepted behaviors at Rhodes
that contribute to the perpetuation of
"rape culture" were indicted by both
men and women.

More importantly, men and
women worked together and sup-
ported one another in formulating
viable solutions towards changing

those specific behaviors, as well as the
prevalent attitude on campus of "sex
as conquest"

The charges leveled against fra-
ternities by the women's group in-
cluded the alleged discussion of
members' sexual exploits at weekly
meetings, allegations which were con-
firmed by IFC in a meeting with
members of the Women's Group. I'd
expected to see defensive men at this
forum. I'd expected nothing produc-
tive to come from this forum, because
I'd predicted that the topic at hand,
rape and sexual assault, would fall by
the wayside in favor of placating men
who believed that their fraternities
were being unjustly attacked.

All of my expectations and as-
sumptions defied, I find myself now
with a very different focus for my col-
umn than I had originally intended.
Because I feel secure that significant
changes will take place in how we de-
fine sexual harassment, assault, and
rape at Rhodes, I'd instead like to dis-
cuss the nature of that pesky Rhodes
varmint, "the forum:'

During my time at Rhodes, I'd

come to the belief that anytime any-
one suggested the "F" word as a vi-
able means of solving a Rhodes
problem, it guaranteed that, after the
forum, no one would speak of the
problem again. Unless, of course, they
were calling another forum.

While forums sound good in
theory and have the potential to be
effective in practice, at Rhodes they
resemble watered-down, buzzword-
laden, bulls**t sessions that accom-
plish little more than to alleviate the
guilt we feel about not getting ad-
equately "involved" in being part of
the solution.

We're too busy covering our asses
with forums to demonstrate our con-
cern for the "Rhodes community" to
realize that Rhodes forums are little
more than directed apathy with a
meeting agenda and scheduled speak-
ers.

For an English major, I may seem
a little skeptical about the power of
language to effect a change, but what
I really doubt here is the ability of ar-
guments to make an impact when
those delivering them seem to have a

greater desire to be heard than to lis-
ten. Will an unflagging faith in
heightened "campus awareness" ever
bail us out of icky situations?

How can we achieve more effec-
tive forums? I always tell my students
at Craigmont Middle School to in-
dude a call to action at the end of their
opinion pieces. Otherwise they'rejust
whining, and nobody likes a whiner.
Therefore, I offer the following:

1. More forum moderators like
Women's Group leader Emma
Painter. Painter is incredibly gifted at
keeping discussion relevant, brief, and
accessible to a large audience by ad-
dressing their immediate concerns
rather than allowing individuals to
engage in esoteric "forum-speak." Her
passion for women's issues has helped
to create something I never thought
I'd see on this campus - a feminism
that men and women of diverse po-
litical, religious, and social affiliations
are willing to call their own, even
though most who attend meetings
probably wouldn't call themselves
feminists.

2. Skip the big words and show

me the money. As undergraduates,
the classroom isthe place to flaunt our
theoretical goods. A forum is the place
to break issues down into small, rec-
ognizable parts that can be addressed.
We're not going to stop sexual assault
and harassment at Rhodes by having
a forum, but it's certainly viable to ask
organizations on campus to stop
making public booty announcements
a part of meeting time with at least
some expectation of success.

3. Leave with a plan. When a fo-
rum is over, nobody should be say-
ing, "It's nice that we talked'." People
should be saying, "YOU, meet with
Dean Richey and talk about changes
to Rhodes policy. YOU, get this on
RSG's agenda. YOU, find people who
want to help. YOU, call Channel 5,
and YOU, fix the martinis."

I think that the liberal arts world
is aching for relevance. Even though
they may be necessary creatures, the
real work isn't going to happen in a
committee or a forum, and if there's
no action in your activism, you're just
listening to the sound of your own
sweet voice.

-
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If you're facing college expenses.

First Tennessee can help. We

offer a variety of student loans

and can normally process your

application within 24 hours.

Our Student FIRST Rewards

Student FIRST Returns] and

reduced rate PLUS loan incen-

tives can offer you substantial

savings. And our student check-

ing, no-fee FIRST check"' debit

card, and online banking can

further reduce your financial

pressures. We want to meet all

your financial needs. Call or stop

by First Tennessee today.

24-hour student loan access:

1-800-844-8880

P FIRSTTENNESSEE
All Things Financial.
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Campus
Safety Log

4/19/99 TO 4/25/99

4/19

4/20

NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY TO REPORT

1:30am

4:00pm

7:30pm

4/21 1:15pm

4/22 2:50am

4/23 NO UNUSUAL
4/24 12:10am

12:25am

12:30am

5:15pm

STATISTICS
VISITORS: 2096
CARS BOOTED: 1
PROPPED DOORS: 2
ESCORTS: 15

Tutwiler west of University: Attempted auto
theft. Suspect scared away by other
student. Ron west towards McLean then
north on McLean. MPO called, unable to
'locate suspect.
Refectory: Larceny-wallet stolen, report
taken.
Pike House: Vandalism-window broken,
report taken.
Lyndale St.: Suspicious Person reportedly
going door to door carrying a red bucket,
offering to wash cars.
1961 Tutwiler: Campus Safety located a
case of cassette tapes belonging to a resi-
dent at 1961 Tutwiler. His car, parked on
the street, had been broken into, and the
suspect apparently dropped what was
taken from the car and ran. Property was
turned back over to the owner.

ACTIVITY TO REPORT
Townsend, second floor: Disturbance-re-
port taken, under investigation.
Townsend, second floor: Unlawful posses-
sion of a controlled substance. Marijuana
confiscated-under investigation, charges
pending.
CLC swimming pool: Unauthorized entry/
use. Report taken, student cited,
disciplinary actions pending.
Library: Fire alarm-false, all checked ok.

ACCESSES: 140
JUMP STARTS: 10
CITATIONS: 100

ATTENTION STUDENTS
$10.50 per hour appointment

Customer Sales/Service
Scholarships or internships available

Flexible hours, we will train. Conditions exist.
(901) 372-5967

Kind and Reliable
Student Needed

for a mother's helper job.
Two children, ages four years

and six months.
Full and Part Time Positions Available.

Call Catherine at 324-2871

Stuart DybekVisits Rhodes
By Jessica Hoffman
Staff Writer

On Thursday, April 22, Rhodes
welcomed writer Stuart Dybek for a
reading of one of his works in Blount
Auditorium.

Dybek, a writer of both short sto-
ries and poems, was introduced by
poetry Professor Tina Barr as a writer
whose stories'are unforgettable", and
whose work "conveys the sense and
quality of lived experience:'

For the reading, Dybek chose a
short story based on the poem, "We
Did It" by Yehuda Amichai. Dybek
described the story as 'one of those
stories I [first] tried to write as a
poem," which, in response to
Amichai's work, indudes a few lines
from the poem itself.

Dybek's story describes a scene in

the life of two young, would-be lov-
ers whose relationship is forever al-
tered by an encounter with a dead
body one passionate summer night.

Dybek, when asked by an audi-
ence member about the source of his
descriptive skills, responded with a bit
of personal history. He confessed
that, while growing up in Chicago,
with occasional summers spent in
Memphis, he was a "doset insect col-
lector" who spent a lot of time in na-
ture. This intimate knowledge of the
details of nature and of experiences
in nature now manifests itself in his
work.

"I always enjoyed writing but was
a lousy student" Dybek said when
asked about his start as a writer. He
said he only became more serious
about his writing when he "began

thinking of it more like painting or
playing music than an academic sub-
ject." Dybek also stated that it was, in
part, his hopes and attempts to be-
come a jazz saxophone player that
helped him to approach writing in a
different manner and to take it more
seriously.

Dybek is currently an English
professor at Western Michigan Uni-
versity. His published works include
two collections of short stories, a
collection of poems, and a work
combining short fiction and prose
poems. He has received many
awards, including the 1998 Lannen
Award and four 0. Henry Prizes,
and he has been published in The
New Yorker, Atlantic" Harper's and
Paris Review as well as several liter-
ary journals.

Barnes Gives Seidman Lecture
By Tim Hayes
Copy Editor

On Tuesday, April 20, Fred
Barnes, Executive Editor of The
Weekly Standard, spoke in the sec-
ond lecture of the M.L. Seidman
Town Hall Series on "The New Po-
litical Era in Washington:' Barnes
has also worked for The New Repub-
lic and has appeared regularly on
CBS This Morning.

Barnes structured his talk around
three main areas: the "big" politics of
the era, "little" politics within Wash-
ington concerning the budget surplus
and Kosovo, and post-impeachment
politics, particularly the 2000 presi-
dential election.

"Despite President Clinton's elec-
tion and the failed impeachment of
him, we are in a conservative era,
Barnes said ofWashington today."Just
look for large, ambitious government
schemes-there aren't that many any-
more.

"Corruption and immorality are
the hallmarks of the Clinton legacy,"
Barnes declared. Of Bill Clinton's
legacy, Barnes said, "November 15,
1995 was the most important day of
his tenure. That day a young intern-
Monica Lewinsky-took a pizza into
the president."

"The budget surplus has changed
politics as we know it in Washington:'
said Barnes."It makes decisions easier,

St. Jude Children's Researc Hospital has the following opportunities
available for Individuals to perform confidential secretarial duties and provide
advanced administrative support. Both positions require individuals to ensure
timely and eflicient delivery of organized departmental services via
independent decision making, ability to organize work and adaptability to
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ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSOCIATE
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there is something for everyone, and
the Republicans and Democrats, at
least in Washington, have started to
sound alike:'

In talking about the war in
Kosovo, Barnes expressed concern at
how things were being handled and
the lack of dear objectives.

"I think the war is going to go
badly,' Barnes stated."I haven't heard
of wars won by just bombing-you
can't take land from a B-52" Barnes
additionally speculated that the
Kosovo crisis may drag on and con-
tinue to be an issue in the presiden-
tial election in 2000.

"Post-impeachment politics are
mainly counterintuitive," Barnes
stated of his third topic for the night.
He said that President Clinton has
been attempting to forget the im-
peachment and pretending that the
impeachment no longer plays a role,
but, "The truth is it's never over.

In considering the possibilities for
the 2000 presidential election, Barnes
said that "the money" at this point
would be on a George Bush-Tom
Ridge (governor of PA) ticket for the
Republicans and an Al Gore-Diane
Feinstein (CA) ticket for the Demo-
crats.

"I don't think that's going to hap-
pen, though, since the money is usu-
ally wrong,' Barnes added. He
suggested a Bush-John McCain Re-
publican ticket and a Gore-Tom
Daschc Democratic combination.

"Republicans fear every poll that
comes out. Democrats fear Bill
Clinton-they have buyer's remorse
because they saved him and now
they're stuck with him," Barnes said,
"and Bill Cliizn is afraid of history."
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McCoyAnnounces 19th Season Memphis In May Highlights
By Andrew Sulvan
Staff Writer

Recently the McCoy Theatre
announced its subscription series
season for the 1999-2000 academic
year.

The season will be the nine-
teenth of the McCoy.

Keeping with the unofficial
tradition of doing a Shakespeare
play every other year, the season
will open with Much Ado About
Nothing, a light-hearted comedy
sure to please both regular the-
atre goers and those who want
something more purely enter-
taining from their theatre expe-
rience.

Harold Leaver, a theatre pro-
fessional and Rhodes alum from
Atlanta who did a workshop
with Rhodes theatre students
earlier this semester, is slated to
direct the show. Following Much
Ado About Nothing will be the
darker J.B., a play by Archibald
Macleish.

This play, written in verse, is
a modern retelling of the Bibli-
cal story of Job.

It is, in places, hysterically
funny, and at others, existen-
tially depressing. No director
has yet been announced.

In the spring, the McCoy will
offer Escape from Happiness by
George Walker. In a move unchar-
acteristic of the McCoy in recent
years, this is a truly modern play,
having been written in the last de-
cade.

It is a dark comedy that relies on
a blend of improbable situations
and sick humor to get its laughs.

Think Cohen Brothers, only
even more twisted. The Season will
be rounded out by Little Shop of
Horrors.

Yes, though most everyone has
seen the film, some don't know,
that it then was turned into a stage
show. Look forward to geek love,
sadistic dentistry, and a singing,
blood-thirsty plant.

Greg Krosnes has been tapped
to follow up his successful Blood
Brothers, which just closed, by di-
recting this musical favorite. Brian
Kopta ('02), cast member of Blood
Brothers, said of the prospect of

Krosnes directing again, "Oh,
yeah!"

.Spirits and hopes are high for
next season at the McCoy.

The students seem excited by
the choices made by the Play-find-
ing Committee, a group of stu-
dents and faculty who select the
season.

"I only wish that I could stick
around to partake in the glory
which is the McCoy, said Allison
Gilbert ('99).

"I think we've got a really good
line-up for next year: said Jessica
Johnson ('00).

Maegan Leith ('00), who will be
the costume designer for the show,
is particularly excited about the
prospect of working with Leaver on
Much Ado About Nothing.

"After his work shop on aspects
of auditioning, everyone seemed
very enthusiastic about him work-
ing here at Rhodes, Leith said.

Subscriptions for next years sea-
son are now on sale at the McCoy
Box Office.

For more information, con-
tact, Margo Raiford at x3839.

ChdOw Byu
This year's Beale Street Mu-

sic Festival promises an ecletic
and impressive fine-up. -The
fesitival, better known as Mem-
phis-in-May, will be held at Tom
Lee Park on May 7-9.

From the sweet soul music
of Wilson Pickettto the modern
rock of Everclear to the classic
power-pop of a, reunited Big
Star, everyone should find
something theylike at this year's
festival.

Thegates open at 5 p.m. on
Friday night. Highlights in-
clude:

Coo Goo Dolls, Rusted
Root, Los Lobos, Peter
Frampton, Big Star, Fastball,
Booker T & the MGs, and Bar'
Kays.

On Saturday, the gates open
at 1:00 p.m., and the perfor-
mances run from 2:30 p.m. to
1:00 a.m.

The musical acts on this day
include:

Hootie and the Blowfish,

Everclear, Wilson Pickett, Dr.
John, Johnny Lang, G Love and
Special Sauce, Cheap Trick, Bela
Fleck, and R.L. Burnside. North
Mississippi Ailsiars, Riverblff
Clan, Fuel, and Orquesta
Caliente.

The gates also open at 1:00
pa. and performances begin at
2:30 pm. on Sunday and last
until 10:30 p.m.

The musicians include:
Sheryl Crow, Kenny Wayne
Shepherd, Collective Soul,
Bobby "Blue" Bland, Kansas,
Better Than Ezra, moe, and a
Gospel Stage.

Later in May, the Memphis.
Symphony Orchestra will per-
form the Sunset Symphony,
which is also annually held at
Tom Lee Park.

The Sunset Symphony has
been a tradition since 1977 and
includes a picnic and fireworks
show.

This event will take place on
May 29.

Tickets are $6.00 and will be
available at the gate.
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Who Is R.C.? Rhodes Mascot Tells All
By Drew Hughes We are the Rhodes College Lynx pretty good. Have you thought about that they think they're patting, at least. Suzanne: You'd be surprised at
Stff Writer Drew: I think you misspoke. "We" taking mascotting to the professional Drew. So ... what's something how rigorous mascotdom can be.

Often praised, more often ma- is plural. You must mean "Lynxes." level? your average student on the street RC's helmet would always leave
ligned, the mascot has become as Suzanne: "Lynx" is its own plural. Suzanne: That would rock, but I might be interested in? Tell me about bruises on the top of my head. I got a
quintessential a part of Ametican my- Drew: Are you sure about that? don't think so. It would be awesome, the suit. That thing's pretty comfort- little overexcited when we scored our
thology as Babe-Ruth, apple pie, and Shouldn't it be "Lynxi" or "Lynxen"? but I might be setting my goals a bit able, right? first touchdown in the first home
George Washington Carver chopping Suzanne: No. Just "Lynx" higher. Suzanne: If your definition of game, so Ijumped up in the air, mind-
down the peanut tree. Recently, I sat Drew: Moving right along. What Drew: There must be times when comfortable is something like'20 bs. less of my oversized helmet As I came
down with Suzanne Fournier ('02), kind of person dresses up in a cat suit you look up into a disinterested body of wool costume, fitted for someone down, the helmet kept going up, un-
the woman behind the Lynx mask for on a weekly basis? In other words, of fans and doubt your decision to of the opposite sex, who must've been til the elastic strap under my chin
the 1998 footballseason. She has been how did you get started as a mascot? enter the world of mascotry. During ten inches taller than you then yes, I jerked the helmet back down on my
graciousenoughtoanswerafewques- Suzanne: I was in pep band these times, do you look to someone would say it's comfortable. And the head Another time, I was giving the
tions about mascotdom here at throughout high schooL I am very specific for inspiration, or are you feet-inside RC's paws are some hik- players high-fives on their way to the
Rhodes. into spirit groups, and so, naturally, entirely self-motivated? ing boots. I wear tennis shoes inside locker room, when a few of the larger

Drew: Suzanne, first I have to ask I've always wanted to try being a mas- Suzanne: Bernie, the mascot for the hiking boots. Oh, and did I men- players ran right into me, thowing me
you the one question on everyone's cot. It's funny-my high school guid- the Miami Heat, has always been im- tion the 80-90 degree work days? up against a wall. That was probably
mind. Please don't be offended. But ance counselor and track coach came portant to me. I'm from Miami, and Drew: Have you ever thought my most painful experience.
what iswith that enigmatic tag around to visit. We were having lunch in the Bernie's enthusiasm has always im- about wearing the RC costume to Drew. Beyond that, though, how
the mascot's neck? Lair, and he asked me what I'd been pressed me. class? is RC generally treated? Are the

Suzanne: You mean the one that up to. I pointed him toward one of Drew: Nevermind that. You were Suzanne I have, actually, on Hal- Sportscenter ads accurate in their por-
says "RC"? the pictures on the wall, of RC and a about to tell me about some of the loween, but I didn't have the guts. I trayal of mascotdom in America?

Drew: Yes, what is that? cheerleader. He said, 'Oh, I didn't peculiarities of the RC costume. was wearing it walking through the Suzanne Everyone in the athletic
Suzanne: That's the nametag on know you were a cheerleader.' .Suzanne: Oh, I was? I don't re- CLC one day, though, when I walked department here treats RC really well.

the mascot's collar. RC is its name. Drew: And you were flattered, I'm member that. (Long pause.) Hmm. past a yoga class. When I walk into the training room
Drew: Ah yes, I see. And what sure. Well, there's this funny thing ... RC Drew: That sounds dangerous. during a break, they'll get me water

does it mean, exactly? Suzanne: I would never be a isn't exactly proportioned the same Suzanne: Yeah, I don't think they and wrap me in wet towels to prevent
Suzanne: RC. It's the school. cheerleader. Nothing against cheer- waymosthumans are. Yousee,he has were expecting it. I think they pulled dehydration, and someone usually

Rhodes Coliege. leaders, of course. That's just not me. short legs. Which means that some- a few muscles in class that day. puts a bag of ice around my neck.
Drew: Right. And just what type Drew Naturally. You're more of times, when people pat RC on the Drew: Speaking of muscle-pulls, They're good about making sure that

of animal is RC? a cat-suit kind of girl. I saw you at a back, they're not really patting my have you sustained any injuries in the RC takes regular breaks so as not to
Suzanne: A lynx It's a wild cat. couple of games. Your routine was back. Weli, not the part of my back line of duty? overexert itself.

HIGH MARKS FROM
MORNINGSTAR, S&P, MOODY'S,
MONEY MAGAZINE AND BILL.
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lAIN JUDEN
FOUL SHOTS

My intramural career ended on
the 25th of April, 1999, in a 3-0 loss
in the opening round of the B league
soccer tournament. Yes, that is cor-
rect, I am leaving Rhodes
intramurals behind. Ahhh, it has
been an interesting career indeed.
Here are some highlights for you to
ponder as you say farewell to an in-
tramural sports legend:

The time I got into a fight with
Chris Bracken('99) during ultimate
frisbee. Sorry, Chris, that really was
wrong of me, and I will always re-
gret my behavior.

The time I ran the Memphis
marathon, I still scored in double
digits in our three-on-three basket-
ball game. Hell, I hit the game-win-
ning shot even though I couldn't
jump.

The time I blocked a David
Berge('O1) spike in Volleyball. And
all the times that his spikes just rico-
cheted off my head for a point.

The time I scored a touchdown
in flag football, after a short catch
and a long run. Thank you, Ric
Grenfell('99), for passing me the ball,
apparently forgetting my imperson-
ation of Barry Sanders during our
pledge/active football game.

The time I boxed John Palmer
out, got complimented on it by John,
and then got whistled for a foul.

The time I tried to keep up with
Mike Wottle('99) in ultimate frisbee,
and got toasted time and again be-
cause Mike is the Energizer Bunny.
He just kept running until I dropped.

All those ugly-looking hook
shots during basketball. I try to for-
get the reverse layups that hit the
bottom of the backboard.

The time when I had to play
goalie for our soccer team. I wasn't
in goal for the fourth goal, though.

The time my team won the bas-
6etball touttoament. The two times
we finished second.

The last twelve months have
been tough ones in the sports
world. First, we had to watch
Michael Jordan retire. The last few
weeks have been especially tough,
as Wayne Gretzky, perhaps the
greatest team athlete ever, retired
along with John Elway, a Hall of
Fame quarterback. Now, as ex-
pected, I am leaving the Rhodes
intramural sports scene. If it
helps, think of it as moving on to
the next level. Here I come, YMCA
and town leagues. Hopefully, the
officials on the next level will be
less rude than Cara Corder('0l)
has been.

Track Season Finale
By Kosla Dukgergeas
Staff Wrter

In the battle that was known as
the SCAC Conference Champion-
ship, the men and women of the
Rhodes Track & Field Team fought
valiantly against the Trinity Univer-
sity Tigers for the conference title,
but ultimately finished a close sec-
ond place on both the men's and
women's teams. There were many
outstanding performances at the
meet for Rhodes.

Among the women sprinters,
Captain Sharon Compton ('99) fin-
ished in second place in both the 100
and 200 meter dashes. Compton was
the high scorer for the women and
also won the long jump competition
as well.

Among field event performers
for the women, Robyn McKeller
('00) finished second in the high
jump competition and Bola Rasaki
('99) finished second in the shotput
and also won the women's discus
throw.

Outstanding finishes among the
women's distance squad included
Emily Ferguson ('99) winning the
5000 and 10000 meter races and
Lydia Gibson ('02) racing to a third
place finish in the 5000 and a run-
ner-up finish to Ferguson in the
10000.

For the men's sprinting corps,
William Henry ('01) came in second
in the 100 meter dash and third in
the 200 meter dash. Among the dis-
tance squad, Bryce Ashby ('00), Dan
Spinnenweber ('99), Dave
Thomasson ('99) and Mike Wottle
('99) all ran outstanding races. The

800 meter race was quite a foot race,
with Ashby narrowly defeating sec-
ond place Brian Thompson of
Depauw, while Spinnenweber and
Thomasson came right behind with
third and fourth place finishes, re-
spectively. Thomasson also came in
second in the 1500 meter run.

The high scorer for the men's
team, Captain Mike Wottle ran
dominating performances in the
3000 meter steeplechase, 5000 meter
run and the 10000 meter run. Wottle
won the steeplechase and the 5000
and finished a close second to Tom
Pillow of Trinity in the 10000.

Among field event competitors,
Tim Barkley ('01) leaped to an as-
tounding 6 feet 10 3/4 inches, which
defeated the rest of the competition,
set a new SCAC record, and auto-
matically qualified him for Nation-
als.

Matt Wilkinson ('00) provided
heroics in the javelin throw, when he
came from behind on his last throw
to best the rest of the competition,
and he also automatically qualified
for NCAA Nationals next month in
Ohio.

"We had high expectations for
both the men and women heading
into the conference meet" Assistant
Coach Kria Boey said of the meet.
Although some good things hap-
pened, we fell short in other areas.
Despite the missed opportunities,
there were strong performances,
forcing Trinity to work for the title.
We wish we could have won it for
the seniors, but we will begin again
next year with the goal of winning
the men's and women's SCAC titles."
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We're More Than You Think
e 1407 Union Avo. 3rd Floor - (901) 7251717

Summer Job at
Yacoubian Research

Needed: Telephone Interviewers
Sunday - Thursday After 4:00 p.m.

Pay: $8+; Buit in Bonuses
No Sales, Just Opinion Polling
Contact: Jenny, Kim, or Vicki

at 325-7890

Women's Lacrosse Plans For
Future
W chns Mckenzie

tography Editor
Crease. Cradle. Stick check. To

most students at Rhodes, these
words mean very little. However, to
one group of girls, these words are
an integral part of a rousing sport,
lacrosse. Originated by the Native
Americans, lacrosse is a sport that
combines agility, stick skills, and
teamwork. A game is played with
twelve on a team, and goals are
scored by moving the ball down the
field through passing and stick work.

In only their second season of
existence on Rhodes campus, the
women's lacrbsse team is already
making waves. During the Rites of
Spring weekend, the women's la-
crosse team traveled to Auburn, Ala-
bama to play their first game of the
season and take on the league semi-

finalists, Auburn.
Despite a narrow loss, the

women's lacrosse team gained valu-
able experience and made a favor-
able impression on the Auburn
team.

"We were very impressed by the
quality of play exhibited by this
young team:' commented Auburn's
head coach.

For thg women's lacrosse team,
the future holds nothing but im-
provement. This young team of
freshmen and sophomores plans to
extend next year's season to a full
year of practices and games. In ad-
dition to this, the lacrosse team is
planning on hosting some home
games next season, so Rhodes stu-
dents will be able to come out and
show support for this new and ex-
citing sport

SNSF Volleyball Results:
Men's Competition: Women's Competition:
Winner: SAE Winner: A-Team
Runner-up: Team Marcinko Runner-up: Misfits

Tennis SCAC Results:
Men's Tennis: Women's Tennis:

vs. Southwestern 3-4(L) vs. Hendrix 9-0(W)

vs. Oglethorpe 4-3(W) vs. Trnity 0-9(L)

vs.Depauw 5-4(W)

Final Standing 5th Final Standing 3rd
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Has Immediate Openings For Part-Time
Sales Associates

Days, Nights, and Weekends

If You Have An Appreciation For The Finer
Things In Life, An Interest In Decoratin&

And A Strong Work Ethic,
We Would Like to Talk To You!

Please Call Mr. Steinberg At 767-4426 Or Apply
In Person Mon. -Sat. lOam-S pm.

6126 Poplar Avenue
(At Regalia Ctnter next to the Cooker)


