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SIR Replacement Chosen
By Mara Zimmerman
Stff Writer

The Student Instructional Report
(SIR) used in past years to evaluate
faculty performance is being replaced
with a three-page questionnaire, de-
signed to give more specific feedback
on professors to the faculty and ad-
ministration.

"We are examining and redefin-
ing how faculty will be assessed,"
stated John Planchon, Dean of Aca-
demic Affairs. The entire question of
faculty evaluation is much broader
than just the replacement of the SIRs,
added Planchon. The new SIR will
address all areas of teaching, scholar-
ship, creative activity, and service.
Instead of questions in which stu-
dents must rate a faculty member on
a numerical scale, the new form con-
sists of multiple short-answer ques-
tions.

"We are relying on open-ended
questions [in] which students will

give feedback on the professor's per-
formance as well as on various aspects
of the course itself;" said Planchon.
The new form will not be able to pro-
vide quantifiable answers, as the old
SIR did, but will hopefully allow a stu-
dent to be more specific and elabo-
rate in their answers.

Questions such as"Was the grad-
ing policy and course objectives
clearly stated?" that were on the old
SIR will appear in similar form on the
new SIR, but the essay format will al-
low students to elaborate. Instead of
only being able to give a low rating
on a question, students will be able
to explain exactly why they gave a low
rating, which will provide more spe-
cific feedback to faculty. With this
feedback, faculty will be able to work
constantly to improve their perfor-
mance.

The reevaluation process began
when President William Troutt asked
Planchon to involve faculty in the
rethinking and reexamining of their

evaluation process. Five members of the
faculty Professors Bette Ackerman, Gail
Streete, Michael Drompp, Victor
Coonin, and David Jeter, formed the
main committee that developed new
processes and procedures. All members
of the faculty were kept informed of the
activities of the committee and had the
opportunity to be involved in the deci-
sion-making process.

"Judging by the results we had
in the past, we thought that the SIRs
didn't give us the information that
was needed," said Associate Profes-
sor of Religious Studies Gail Streete.
"It gave a person a number that may
or may not be helpful."

"Students should have more in-
put with the new form," Streete said.
"We think we [now] have a better way
to get the information we need from
students."

The new forms will first be used
this semester. However, Planchon
stressed that the forms are a work in
progress and open to possible change.

mnoo oy vaiene vvineTV Toys, an exhibit in the Burrow Library. The toys, which were
selected from architect Brantley Elizey's 700-piece collection, represent six
themes of'50s and '60s television: Comics, Wild West, Crime and Punish-
ment, Army/Navy, Prime Time, and the Mod Squad.

A Coffeehouse at Rhodes?
Students, Campus Leaders Discuss the Possibilities
Dy Valrie Wit.
News Editor

Last Wednesday, students and
campus leaders gathered to discuss the
possibility of an on-campus coffee-
house at Rhodes.

Jonathan Russom ('02), chair of
the student life committee, called the
meeting due to the response of nearly
500 students in an on-line survey
about the coffee house idea.

The meeting began with a discus-
sion of the coffeehouse's location. Ac-
cording to Russom, most students
wantedthecoffeeshoptobeinBriggs,
either in the lobby or in Rhea Lounge.
The second highest number of re-
spondents suggested the Campus Life
Center.

Dean of Administrative Services
Allen Boone explained that the stu-
dents' desire for the coffeehouse to be
in Briggs illustratqd that Briggs is a
"moreconvenientllocation for day-to-

day traffic.... Students have a reason
to come here everyday by virtue of the
mailroom and the bookstore:"

The participants next discussed
whether the coffeehouse should be in
Rhea Lounge or the Briggs Lobby.

According to Boone,"I heardalot
of people saying it needs to bea warm,
cozy, quiet environment" Saying that
the lobby is primarily a corridor, he
said, "Rhea Lounge probably solves
that problem."

However, some students sug-
gested that the coffeehouse should
serve as a social hangout, which could
include a small number of comput-
ers, along the lines of a cybercafe.
These computers would allow for
internet access, enabling students to
check e-mail.

"Having some computers in this
building is just a good idea;" said
Russom.

"I like the idea of public comput-

ers;' agreed Andrew Shulman ('00).
In defense of placing the coffee-

house in the Briggs lobby, Lauren
Blalock ('03) alluded to the bigger size
of the lobby, as compared to Rhea
Lounge.

"I think it's going to end up being
a big hangout... .You can create cozi-
ness in a bigger space-while you
want to be cozy, you don't want to be
cramped."

Ultimately, the general consensus
involved basing the coffeehouse ser-
vice in the lobby, while using Rhea
Lounge as a quiet area for those who
wanted to study.

"I like having Ithe lobbyl as a so-
cial room and the other room as a
quiet room said 'ller Sanders ('03).

This raised concerns over the use
of Rhea Lounge, which the Chaplain's
office currently uses on a regular ba-
sis. Shulman suggested that the
lounge could still be reserved for the

Chaplain's use during daytime hours
and could be opened for students at
night.

Jane Dar, manager of the book-
store, said that the space in the lobby
could be partitioned, perhaps with
wood paneling, so that people could
see the space and make a conscious
choice whether or not to enter. The
bookstore could roll out carts of news-
papers or bestsellers to "complement
the feeling of what is going on here."

Boone also suggested that tables
with umbrellas could beplacedonthe
front patio, and the space on the back
patio could be utilized as well "We
have an unlimited flexibility in what
we do with the environment," he said.

Also discussed was the provider
of the services. According to Boone
and Tim VanderMeersch, Director
of Food Services, the service would
be provided through Aramark and

-would feature a name brand coffee-

house chain, such as Starbucks or
Java City.

"I would predominantly want it
to be student run," said
VanderMeersch, adding that work-
ers would undergo the usual train-
ing by the chain to assure that the
products are the same as those of the
chain store.

When will the coffeehouse be
complete?

"We'd like to see it happen as
soon as possible, stated Boone. A
taste test will be scheduled in the
near future, as early as this week, to
determine which chain will provide
the service.

VanderMeersch said he may be
putting photos of different concepts
and pricing information on a web
page for student input.

"Your job is to tell us what you
want, he said. "There's a role for stu-
dents in this process:'
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America's One-P System
ally justone andtheAmerican people to the left or to the ri t. The Right might be
will get the same policies no matter President Clinton has been the better than the Left, but

iaM a N who is in charge. Now,of course, this most prominent politician of the re- see that the Republicans
Pa M is just spin coming from a man that cent past tocash in on moving to the moving to the center. Ge

wants the American people to vote center. Everyone who knew Clinton be- is following the exampl
for a third party ticket so he can be fore 1992 would have told you that this by distancing himself ft
president. But it does pose some in- man is a tree hugger. Clinton did ap- gressional leaders of his

Pat Buchanan has said some re- teresting ideas, peal to the left in 1992, when a bad He has already critici
ally far-out things as of late. Mr. In this decade we have seen a economy allowed him to make more gressfor"balancing thel
Buchanan believes that Hitler no Democratic president kill welfare as "radical" claims, but, starting in 1994, backs of the poor,' whici
longer posed a threat to the western we know it and pioclaim'the end of Clinton "grew up" and faced the real- American public's gener
world after 1940 and it would have big government." We have seen Re- ity of the politics of compromise in Republicans are out ford
been in American self interest to just publicans vote for gun control and a Congress. has also scolded the Re1
let the dictator rule eastern Europe. few "compassionate" reps have even Clinton has had many bills passed taking a negative view
Even though that is Mr. Buchanan's said that big government is not the that would have made L.B.J. roll over culture, along the lines o
most far-out claim, he has by no problem. in his grave. But can one really blame right in the advocacy of
means stopped there. But a much worse reality is that Clinton for his move to the center when Pat Buchanan may

He has gone on to say that, in this Pat Buchanan may be right about one looks at the "lost cause" called the thing when he says that t
global economy, it would be in something. Both are wrong condu- Left? Sure we can: the Left may be on system is becoming or
America's economic interest to set up sions but instead the American ideo- the fritz for having to argue the losing again, probably not. Tb
tariffs so low-skill workers could keep logical train is moving just as it sides on issues such as the Cold War, passed by Congress shop
their jobs, even though every econo- should be. Times are good, and no crime, welfare, and more economic still an ideological differ
mist has said that protectionism is the one wants a lot of change during the regulations, but those issues are not the Democratic White
opposite of what the American longest economic boom of our what voters are interested in. Congressional Repub
economy needs. Just look at how country's history. During a recent The top of the voter agenda in- president wanted money
much business NAFTA has brought poll, independent voters said that cludes education, health care, child dred thousand new tea
in; Mr. Buchanan was against that one they are less angry about the Gov- care, and social security issues the Left public school system. I
also, ernment and more interested in has always had a good time with wanted the money used

Pat Buchanan's brand of isola- keeping economic policies the way Clinton is a surviving president. If hiring of teachers while
tionism, bent on protecting America's they are. Clinton had some guts, he would have cans wanted the money I
European roots, is nothing new to the It seems as if people do not want realized that, when people have more whatever the statsdee
American political landscape, but one either party to show its true colors, money, they feel a little more generous It was the same ofd
claim Buchanan has been making Even so, the schizophrenic mind of and forgiving with social issues that who governs better, the
lately is not as far-fetched as it sounds, the American voter is playing havoc make sense like welfare reform. Now, tional government? As
Buchanan has stated that he believes on partyleaders' ability to judge how what future leftists need to do is to de- are similar debates, the
the two U.S. political parties are re- far the American people will swing fine what a sensible social issue is. be a two-partv system.
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LETTERS To THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
First, it is important to know the

background of Hunger and
Homelessness (HH) Awareness
Week. Rhodes has been participat-
ing in efforts to combat hunger such
as the Oxfam fast since the 1960s.
In 1991, the Rhodes Kinney Pro-
gram joined the National Student
Campaign Against Hunger and
Homelessness in establishing an an-
nual week-long effort to raise
awareness about these problems.
Additionally, Rhodes sends students
to the annual NSCAHH conference.

In previous years, HH Week has
passed without the whole campus'
knowledge of its occurrence. This
year, Kinney decided to implement
a more visible campaign heighten
consciousness regarding these is-
sues. At Kinney's request, some of
the Burch Scholars obtained facts to
post across campus from the follow-
ing nonpartisan sources: Oxfam
America, the NSCAHH, Bread for
the World, Food for the Hungry, the
U.S. Conference of Mayors, and the
National Coalition for the Home-
less. The factual information on the

posters was intended to increase
mindfulness of the dire reality that
is hunger and homelessness and the
disparity of wealth in the United
States and around the world.
"Around the World" includes mid-
town Memphis, within a few square
miles of Rhodes College.

We made no attempt to provide
an exhaustive list of the causes and
potential solutions to domestic and
global hunger and homelessness. If
presenting the information and an-
swers on a few fliers was a viable
option, Hunger and Homelessness
Week would be unnecessary. We are
disheartened by students whose
only course of action was to deface
the signs.

The very presence of erroneous
and obscene graffiti necessitates a
Hunger and Homelessness Aware-
ness Week. If truth of the situation
makes you feel angry or guilty, do
something pro-active to change
that reality.

Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week involves more
than posters. An entire week of
events is scheduled to stimulate

ongoing involvement. Among other
things, this includes opportunities to
serve at two soup kitchens, partici-
pate in Oxfam Fast and Hunger Ban-
quet, sign the national, nonpartisan
Feinstein petition to end hunger, and
attend a lecture on hunger and
homelessness in Memphis, among
other things.

You can also visit
thehungersite.com and checkout the
Kinney Board in the Rat for other av-
enues of involvement. It is Kinney's
responsibility to provide information
and opportunities; the extent of your
activism this week and beyond is en-
tirely your decision.

Compiling the facts for the signs
challenged our understanding of the
Memphis community and the world.
It would be an injustice to our fellow
students not to share this informa-
tion with you. In light of the discus-
sion that has emerged around
campus and online, we
invite the entire Rhodes community
to an open forum for discussion,
moderated by Professor LaRosa at
7:30 p.m. on Thursday in Blount Au-
ditorium.

In the spirit of community,
Stacy Baker, Claire Chambers, Erinn
Staley (Kinney Coordinators and
Burch Scholars); Megan Andrews,
Jeremy Boyd, Robert Campbell,
Stuart Johnston, Jenny Jordan, Sa-
rah Swinney, Sarah Tuttle, Joshua
Welter (Burch Scholars)

To the Editor:
A correction ought to be made

in regard to last week's column ref-
erencing Richard Halliburton and
the Halliburton Tower. First,
Halliburton graduated from
Princeton, not from Harvard.
More importantly, the reason we
have the tower has nothing to do
with Halliburton's sexuality.
Princeton would have accepted the
donation of a building "in memo-
riam to a poet, adventurer, and
raconteur who just so happened to
be gay," but they already had
plenty of towers. The Halliburton
family specifically wanted a tower
in honor of their son, and so built
here in Memphis, Richard's home-
town.

Nathan Ragain ('00)
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WhyAre Liberal Arts Educations Not Quite Complete?

r

During the thirty minutes each
day that I don't spend watching
Lynx TV, I usually start thinking
about stuff. Sometimes I share my
thoughts with other's in order to
spark one of those deep, philo-
sophical conversations that college
students are purported to often
hold. My interlocutors respond,
"That's why we don't pay you to
think."

But now that I have a column-
and now that Lynx TV is now a bor-
ing blue instead of the blazing burnt
siena I had come to love--I have a
chance to speak to all of you about
an experience dear to my heart,
without the possibility of an off-kil-
ter, sarcastic remark ruining the
somber mood.

You see, one night not too long
ago, as I was getting ready to pull my
car into reverse to leave Blockbuster

Video, I saw a large, menacing man
approaching from my left. I sat
alone in the car, the doors locked
and the windows up, hoping he
would pass by, but knowing that he
would not. He slowly, methodically
inched closer, until just my window
separated his face from mine.
Thoughts screamed by in my mind:
Who would get my Detroit Lions
Thanksgiving game ticket if I were to
perish right here in the parking lot?
Why does Pokimon have a French
accent mark if it's Japanese? My
assaulter tapped on the window.
Once. Twice. Three times. Resign-
ing myself to the comfort that there
wasn't an organ donor card on the
back of my license, so nobody was
getting my liver, I rolled the window
down. He said to me, in a cold,
mocking voice that I'll never forget:
"Dude, your tire's flat."

Waves of horror flashed through
the inner reaches of my soul. I
craned my neck out the window and
looked toward the rear of the car,
only to have my own eyes confirm
my perilous situation. For, you see,
my somewhat loyal readers, I have

an embarrassing secret to reveal: I
do not know how to change a flat
tire. Or at least I did not, on that
fateful night. How could I have lived
21 years without changing a flat tire?
I have absolutely no idea. That
Michelin baby probably knows how
to change one, and he's zero. I've
been around tires my whole life--
from my Big Wheel to the tireswing
at recess-but somehow I've never
learned the skill that was so integral
to my wellbeing.

Before anyone starts to feel a
ping of sympathy...before any kind
soul feels the urge to write me a note
divulging that he's only changed a
couple tires and that his dad helped
with one of them...before any of
that, I should tell you that my secret
is far darker than what I've already
written. Oh yes. For not only did I
not know how to change a flat tire -
I did not even know that I had a
spare tire in my trunk. I didn't even
know that I had an instrument that
I didn't know to use.

Hours later, and still in a daze, I
found myself back on the Rhodes
campus. Next to the Campus Safety

Hut, my saga ended miraculously
when Sergeant Alston Mottley took
me under his wing and gently
guided me through changing my
first flat tire . As far as I'm con-
cerned, my fee to the good Sergeant
was allowing him to watch me
stumble through every single step of
the process. I promise, if someone
had videotaped me and put it on
network TV, it would be a few girls
on trampolines away from a Nielson
top-five finish. But, less than ninety
minutes after starting, and with Ser-
geant Mottley no longer even offer-
ing the pretension of a straight face,
my tire was changed.

OK, I'm sure that the only
people still reading are my mom and
Sergeant Mottley, and they're both
laughing too hard to pay attention
to the point of the article. But I'll
say it anyway. Why aren't basic skills
like changing a flaf tire taught here
at Rhodes? Or even in grade school,
for that matter? I thought I'd be set
for life when I learned how to make
a magazine rack in sixth grade shop
class, but the movie rack that I put
together in August makes the Lean-

ing Tower of Pisa look like-well, a
more upright tower. I have no idea
what's required of me when I sit in
an Emergency Exit seat. And I still
don't really know what's allowed in
the microwave. I'm scared that there
may be other people with so little'
real knowledge, and they may be
about to enter the real world.
Shrewdly, I've chosen to go to law
school for three years to avoid this
rude awakening. But I don't know
if I'll learn anything useful there,
either, so it's probably just delaying
the inevitable.

The bottom line is, we need to
add a class to Rhodes, and we need
to add it by next semester. We can
call it,"Life." It will teach things that
everyone should have learned by
now, but didn't. It will allow stu-
dents to attempt to finally grasp the
simple concepts that have eluded
them for so long; once and for all,
they will know how to choose be-
tween warm/cold and cold/cold.
And with a few girls on trampolines
added in, its highlights will provide
tough competition during the May
sweeps.

What Have You REALLY Learned in College?

If your answer is confined to
those intellectual tidbits you've
gathered in the classroom, I pity
you.

What have I learned in college?
Of course, I have been introduced
to and tested on the intellectual tid-
bits, and I have picked up some fun
facts along the way. Unfortunately,
these tidbits aren't going to get me
very far next year in the big, bad,
ugly "real world." That equation I
learned in math will not get me a
job. Those books I read freshman
year will not reserve a spot for me
in the work world. I can accept this.

Fortunately, the things I have
learned about people will benefit
me. The innumerable nights of de-
bating mindless topics over coffee at'
C.K.s have trained me to listen to
another human. The arguments I
had with my friends taught me pa-
tience and rhetorical, savvy. The
plays I attended gave me insight into

how human beings function and
relate to each other. Talking to my
roommate over beer at 3:00 a.m. has
taught me to appreciate our differ-
ences.

My experiences with friends
have shown me that there is much
more to life than getting perfect
grades or working at a well-paying
job. I know how to relate to people,
how to communicate with people,
and, most importantly, how to ap-
preciate people. This will get me a
job. Trust me. On top of that, it
might even get me a job I will enjoy.

The B.A. is a formality, a way of
separating the driven from the lazy.
I am not suggesting that classes are
unimportant or useless, but I am
suggesting that an intellectual edu-
cation should not be our ultimate
goal in college. Classes are going to
be over very soon, while relation-
ships with other people will inevi-
tably continue.

Most of what I've really learned
in tollege has come from my in-
volvement in the theatre. Theater
is about people, and, when you are
involved in a living art like theater,
you are forced to learn about your-
self and others. However, several

faculty members and students don't
think of the theater as a valid disci-
pline. Why is this?

Does it bother you that we are
only required to take six hours of
fine arts credit while we are expected
to take at least nine hours in the
natural sciences (including one lab-
based course), social sciences, and
humanities? Does it not bother you
that the arts are often neglected,
considered to be below the stuffy
standards of academia?

Does it bother you that some
faculty think having a Ph.D. is more
important than being a teacher who
changes students' lives? I can bal-
ance between those classes and the
living classes of art, theater, and
music. Otherwise, we will have
failed in our quest for a liberal arts
education.

Science is a necessary element of
life; scientists serve a very practical
function in society. Science classes
help train our minds to think in a
certain fashion. In those science
classes, we can learn how the human
body works physically and chemi-
cally, but do we take time to learn
how to listen to that body when it is
distressed or angry? In humanities

classes, we explain literature and his-
tory through theory and criticism,
but do we normally explore the im-
pact that literature and history have
on our own thoughts, feelings, or
morals? I mean really explore the
impact.

Why do we limit academia to
those ideas introduced in the class-
room, those same ideas that can be
read in a couple of books some-
where? Why don't we take art, mu-
sic, theater, and creative writing
more seriously? Is it because, with
art, we are encouraged to examine
real people and real situations? Be-
cause we can't hide behind theories
and stratagems and terminology? Is
it because we don't want to be forced
to use our minds? I mean really use
our minds.

Yes, we have to "think" about
that essay question, but we know
when we turn in that test, its grade
will have about a 1/1000 bearing on
our college experience. However,
when we listen to classical music, or.
when we sit in a dark theater to
watch a play, we must actually evalu-
ate and understand why the sounds
and shapes exist, why the move-
ments have been performed in that

way, what impact those perfor-
mances have on us as humans - as
people who experience feeling and
emotions. We are forced to exam-
ine our pasts and our relationships.
We are allowed to use our imagina-
tions and look inside ourselves.

And the best part is that no one
else ever has to know what we dis-
cover about ourselves unless we tell
them. What we learn from art is far
too practical to be published in
some book or journal that can be
picked up by anyone with a library
card; instead, we can put these les-
sons to use in our own lives.

I challenge you to make the
most of your college experience.
Learn what makes you tick. Learn
what makes your friends and fam-
ily tick. Think like a human, not
like a machine. When you leave
these gates, be confident that you
have gained some insight into
people. You can do this through
the theater, as a participant or an
audience member.

If you pick up a few theories
in class along the way, good for
you. But, see if those theories get
you through that job interview
your senior year.
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Rhodes Professors Lead National Service Learning Conference
By Vakri Wile

Professor of Religious Studies
Michael McLain and Assistant
Professor of Religious Studies Joe
Favazza have teamed up to coor-
dinate a national conference on
service learning in religious stud-
ies.

Entitled "A Future of Service,"
the conference will be held on
November 18-19 at the Hynes
Convention Center in Boston.

According to McLain and
Favazza, the idea of a conference
on service learning was sparked
when they were approached a year
ago by the American Association
for Higher Education to edit a
volume of the organization's "Ser-
vice Learning And the Disciplines
series," an 18-volume series of
books which did not yet include
a volume dedicated to Religious
Studies.

As McLain explained, he met
Edward Zlotkowski, the editor of
the series, at a service learning
conference and invited him to

Rhodes to meet with Academic
Dean John Planchon and faculty
members about "where service
learning is." While Zlotkowski was
at Rhodes, Favazza and McLain dis-
cussed with him the possibility of
doing the AAHE volume on Religious
Studies and service learning.

The idea of the volume ap-
pealed to McLain and Favazza,
both of whom are deeply interested
in service learning and have been
instrumental in establishing the
service learning curriculum at
Rhodes. They thought that one
way to get papers for the volume
would be to hold a conference.

"We thought, we'll invite
people to come to the conference
to give plenary papers, and maybe
they would provide the basis of the
volume ... " said McLain. "Our in-
tention is to work with people who
are doing plenary papers to get
them in shape for inclusion in this
volume."

He added that the possibility of
inclusion in the volume was a ma-
jor incentive in attracting partici-
pants. The volume can be passed

along to other Religious Studies
departments, which "will have this
resource to use and to think
through what service learning in
Religious Studies is all about."

In order to fund the confer-
ence, Favazza and McLain ap-
proached the Lilly Grant-funded
Wabash Center, an organization
which promotes teaching and
learning in the discipline of reli-
gion. The Wabash Center granted
funding, and the idea of the con-
ference was realized.

The conference brochure states
the official mission of the confer-
ence: "Intended for veterans and
novices in the pedagogy of service
learning, the conference will be a
mix of plenary sessions which will
look at the theoretical issues re-
lated to service learning in the dis-
cipline and breakout sessions
which will ground this discussion
in actual course examples."

Favazza described the process
thus far as "fascinating-we have a
pretty wide representation of pro-
fessors... from California to Bos-
ton."

"We're pleased with the inter-
est in the conference and those who
will be participating" he added.

Conference topics include:
What Is Service Learning?; Religion,
Service Learning and Institutional
Mission; Service Learning and the
Dilemma of Religious Studies: De-
scriptive or Normative?; The Vision
of Service Learning in a Theology/
Religious Studies Curriculum; Ser-
vice Learning in Religious Studies as
Encounter with "the Other"; Service
Learning and Classroom Diversity;
The Future of Service; and two
Breakout Sessions.

"We feel like we've hit upon
some crucial issues that relate to
teaching service learning in a Reli-

gious Studies course .... .[We feel]
that the topics are topics that haven't
been addressed and need to be ad-
dressed," said McLain.

Favazza also emphasized that
the initiative to hold the confer-
ence stems from the service learn-
ing knowledge he has gained at
Rhodes. "We wouldn't be doing
this at all had it not been for very
positive experiences at Rhodes."

Favazza said that he hopes the
conference will launch a regular fo-
rum for communication in which
the participants can keep in touch
with each other and continue to dis-
cuss "not only what works in the
classroom but theoretical issues" of
service learning as well.

Service Learning anid Spanish:
A Cultural and Academic Experience
By Jessica Anschutz
Staff Writer

This fall six Rhodes students are
participating in a service learning
internship sponsored by the Span-
ish department.

Students participating in Span-
ish 485 are reading Chicano litera-
ture, particularly writings
discussing the issues common to
Latinos living in the United States.
The course is being team-taught by
Assistant Professors of Foreign Lan-
guages and Literatures Eric Henager
and Amanda Irwin.

"This is a unique course because
it is a response to a student initia-
tive. Students were out in the field
ahead of us and observed a need
within the Latino community of
Memphis," explained Henager. The
service learning course was created
as an academic opportunity for our
Spanish students to improve their
Spanish language skills as well as to
increase their understanding of the
Latino culture:'

Outside of the classroom, stu-
dents interact with the Latinos in
Memphis or help educate
Memphians about the Latino com-
munity. Regarding her service ex-

perience, Ana Perez ('01) states,"I am
working as an interpreter at the Hol-
lywood clinic, which provides medi-
cal services for low income families.
As a translator, I work primarily with
mothers who come in to apply for the
W.I.C. [Women Infants and Chil-
dren] Program as well as those who
bring their children to the clinic for
vaccinations:'

Perez has chosen this field because,
as she stated, "I always wanted to be a
doctor and, since I have made the de-
cision not to pursue a career in medi-
cine, through my service project I have
the opportunity to work in the health
field and experience that environ-
ment."

Abasi McKinzie ('01) who is cur-
rently teaching Spanish to fourth grad-
ers at St. Michael's School, is using the
book The Other Side - How Kids Live
in a California Latino Neighborhood by
Kathleen Krull in hopes of fostering
within the students an understanding
of and respect for the Latino culture.

"I have chosen St. Michael's as my
service site because I want to be a
teacher. This is a very practical appli-
cation for what I plan to do in the fu-
ture," McKinzie stated.

Karen Kopitsky ('01) is teaching
Spanish to managers at Fred's Inc.

Warehouse.
"I hope that, throughout the se-

mester, the students are able to learn
not only basic Spanish phrases but
also how to communicate effectively
with their employees," said-Kopitsky.
"From this experience I have gained
a greater understanding of how dif-
ficult it is for Latinos to take time off
from work due to a child's illness or
even to know when the lunch break
is, because their employers do not
know any Spanish.

"I have become more aware of
how necessary it is to for people in
Memphis to know Spanish in order
to better serve the growing Latino
population."

Throughout the process, there is a
direct correlation between the
coursework and the service endeavors
of the students

"It has been rewarding to see the
connections the students ar4 drawing
between the literary texts and the issues
being faced by the Latino community
of Memphis,"says Henager.

Those interested in learning more
about the students'experiences and the
opportunities to work with the Latino
population in Memphis are invited to
attend an open forum on Monday, No-
vember 29, at 5:15 p.m. in Hyde Hall.

RCB Holds Tournament
On Saturday, November 6, Rhodes College Bowl held the 24 Annual

Rhodes College Bowl Campus Tournament. Six teams with four members
each participated. The champion of the double-elimination tournament was
the team Malkovich, Malkovich, Malkovich, and Karassik. Members were
captain Steve Perry, Tim Hayes, Clare Juden, and Jeremy Karassik. The run-
ner-up team of the Kappa Sigma Raiders composed of captain Neel Gupta,
Forrest Busier, Pat Dugan, and Kyle Hassell. Professors Tim Huebner, Andy
Trees, and Dee Garceau assisted in moderating and judging the tournament.
Five players will be chosen to represent Rhodes at the College Bowl Regional
Championship in Knaoxville, Tennessee in February.
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Mock Trial Season Begins
By Laura Bishop
Staff Writer

Campus
Safety Log

11/8/99 to 11/14/99

11/8 16:30 University Street: Hit and Run Accident-
Memphis Police Department investiga
ted.

11/9 NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY REPORTED

11/10 NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY REPORTED

11/11 NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY REPORTED

11/12 17:56 University/Snowden: Accident- no in-
juries, MPD called, report made.

11/13 NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY REPORTED

11/14 NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY REPORTED

STATISTICS
ACCESSES: 112
VISITORS: 1,127
CITATIONS: 66
ESCORTS: 13
PROPPED DOORS: 3
JUMP STARTS: 5
BOOTED CARS: 2
TOWED CARS: 0

In the. first tournament, Trent
Lutz ('00), a teammate of
Monroe's, took home an award for
his portrayals of two witnesses, a
forensic entomologist and an avid
rock hunter who discovered the
victim's body when digging for
rocks.

"With hard work and charac-
ter development, we're on our way
to a national title," stated Lutz.

Attaining a national title, in
fact, is one of the team's main
goals. With a record in the past
ten years of winning four national
titles and twice placing as runners-
up in the national tournament,
this goal is certainly within reach.

Members of the team are con-
fident in their abilities. As Anna
Smith ('02) said, "It's very excit-
ing to be part of a team that has
such a strong reputation. We have
a great program here, and I'm
proud to be a part of it."

The teams are on their way to
their second invitational tourna-
ment, which will be held in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, at
Middle Tennessee State University.
Rhodes brought home the first

place award from this tournament
last year and hopes to retain the
prize.

Deborah Hall ('02) is optimis-
tic, stating, "We're going to do our
best and, hopefully, we will return
with the oversized gavel [first place
trophy] ."

This year's team has a lot of ex-
perience, with a number of mem-
bers who have competed for the
past three years. However, there
are also many newcomers, who
have been working hard and are
optimistic about the future. "The
veteran members have been very
helpful to the newcomers by put-
ting in many hours preparing us
for competition," stated David
Goudie ('03).

The team is coached by Profes-
sor of Political Science Marcus
Pohlmann, who has been involved
in the program at Rhodes for
many years.

In addition, two recent alum-
nae, Marty MacAffee and Ryan
Feeney, are assisting Pohlmann
this year. Both participated in
Mock Trial during their under-
graduate years.
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matter. You gotta get this. X:Drive. - _ _a

the world's first free Internet hard drive LIn

on the desktop. You'll get the kind of power Ne"'.o NeOm

you can always use. Anywhere, anytime

access from any Web ready computer.

Let's say you've got a private enterprise (like a term paper,

essay, or resume) and you don't want anybody ripping off your
intellectual property. Relax. X:Drive files are password-protected.

Even if you're mooching off your roommate's computer. Or, let's say

you're doing a group project and feel like sharing. Think how

3 Imuch easier it'll be if everyone on the team has access to the
same files, notes, and timetables. No matter where they are onI campus (or the planet).

More good news. X:Drive gives you 25 megs of space free

(that's about the same as the 17 virus-infected floppies you won't
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feature. X:Drive has this cool Skip the Downloaod" technology.
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The 1999-2000 Mock Trial
Team recently began its 1999 sea-
son with the first of several invita-
tional tournaments.

The tournament was held No-
vember 5th and 6th at Eastern Il-
linois University in Charleston,
Illinois.

One of the teams, captained by
Emily Monroe ('00), took home
the third place trophy with a 6-2
record.

"I'm very proud of our team,
and I'm sure this is the start of a
very promising season for all of the
teams," said Monroe.

In this year's case, which re-
volves around the murder of the
fictional Cony Webber, it is alleged
that the defendant Ruel Ellis killed
the victim by hitting him with a
shovel thirty-three times. The case
includes characters from an imagi-
nary state, known as Midlands.

The teams consist of three law-
yers and various witnesses, rang-
ing from a navy seaman to a
forensic entomologist.
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McCoy's Latest Production: The Complex Circus of J.B.
By Josh Welter
Staff Writer

The McCoy Theatre's latest
production, J.B., written by
Archibald MacLeish, opens tomor-
row, November 18, with perfor-
mances on November 19 and 20
and December 2-5.

The play finely walks a tight
wire-a line separating perfor-
mance from reality. Well before a
line is uttered, before the house
lights go down, the audience is
greeted with a portrait of what is
to come.

A chorus of masked circus per-
formers litters the circular stage in
a sea of stylized poses. Both their
costumes and their presence are
reminiscent of the famous French
circus, Cirque du Soleil. At first
glance they seem motionless, but
silently, they acknowledge indi-
vidual members of the audience
with a playfully suggestive, albeit
restrained, wave of the hand.

Their wave engages the audi-
ence to be entertained by a perfor-
mance; but their gaze also
transforms the audience into the

performers of reality, who are be-
ing watched from without.

Set as a circus performance of
a modern day retelling of the bib-
lical story of Job, J.B. takes the
form of a quasi-play within a play.

Circus workers, Mr. Zuss (Wes
Meador '00) and Mr. Nickles (Bob
Arnold '02), initiate the project,
agreeing to take on the roles of
God and Satan, respectively. The
circus act determines the fate of
the modern family man, J.B. (An-
drew Sullivan '01), his wife Sarah
(Jill Peterfeso '00), and their fam-
ily as they move from prosperity
to ruin.

However, as the performance
progresses, it begins to take on a
life of its own. Actors lose their
masks, J.B. and Sarah's suffering
becomes increasingly more real,
and the circus act moves beyond
the control of its directors, Mr.
Zuss and Mr. Nickles. Within this
context the play examines themes
of fate, guilt, justice, and the role
God performs in the dramatic re-
ality of human lives.

Under the direction of Julia
"Cookie" Ewing, the acting dem-

onstrates an appreciation not only
of the complexity of the philo-
sophical dilemmas which are pre-
sented throughout the play, but
also for the depth of suffering in
the experience of J.B.'s family.
However, the playful humor of the
circus, so present at the beginning
of the play, is lost too quickly.

The staging effectively reflects
the intricate blend of performance
and reality, philosophical detach-
ment and painful involvement,
and the actor and the acted upon.
Rarely is there only one point of
interest on the stage. Instead,
multiple intersecting rings of ac-
tion and reaction suggest the
manifold positions for interpreta-
tion of the principle action on
stage.

Similarly, the sparse set, de-
signed by David Jilg, which con-
sists of a construction of three
intersecting rings, echoes of circus
rings, while providing distinct
spaces for the multi-layered action
of the play. The costumes, also de-
signed by Jilg, range from highly
stylized (A la Cirque du Soleil) to
simply functional.

Wor for] a HotlmIl I.n[rnet tart- Up

Are you a born leader? Do you want to work for a hot
Internet start-up?

VarsityBooks.com is looking for student leaders from

colleges nationwide to become Lead Campus Reps.
As a paid member of our team, you will hire
and direct a staff to carry out VarsityBooks.com's

marketing efforts on your campus.

Wondering what the pay is? Compensation

includes an hourly wage, stock options
and a performance bonus.

This job is a great way to earn money while
gaining valuable experience. If you are
interested, send an e-mail with your name,
school and contact information to:

repinquiries@varsitybooks.com

The lighting, designed by
Laura Canon, also sublimely high-
lights the intersection between
performance and reality.

Indeed, sometimes the scene is
so beautiful to watch that the ac-
tual words of the script, written
entirely in verse, become sub-
merged. On the whole, however,
the visual picture and the spoken
word complement each other
rather than compete.

The lead cast produces notable
performances without exception.

Wes Meador, a senior theater
major, shifts between a reflective
observer and a powerful control-
ler without saying a word.

Bob Arnold, in his debut with
the McCoy, embodies the diabolic
in Mr. Nickles so well that, at
times, the rationality in his plea to
deny an unjust God is difficult to
hear.

However, that same plea from
the broken Sarah (Jill Peterfeso) is
capable of convincing the audi-
ence wholeheartedly, even as we
wrestle with our desire to identify
with J.B.'s undying trust in God.

J.B. also boasts a solid support-
ing cast, including Drew Doss
('03) as Zophar, and McCoy vet-
erans Matt Reed ('02) as Bildad,
and Liz Watt ('00) as Eliphaz.

These three are instrumental
in both establishing the circus at-

mosphere at the opening with
their fluid acrobatics and height-
ening the philosophical complex-
ity of the play in the second act.

Likewise enjoyable is the ap-
pearance of budding actress
Abigail Duncan (the not yet-two-
year-old daughter of Kari Duncan,
Coordinator of Recreational Ser-
vices in the Athletic Department),
as J.B.'s youngest daughter,
Rebecca.

On the whole, J.B. promises
to please, combining strong act-
ing with a visually mesmerizing
combination of costume, set,
and lighting design. Yet, J.B. also
promises to disturb. Questions
are left unanswered, interpreta-
tions left open, territories unex-
plored.

In the end, the audience must
wrestle individually with the
moral dilemma of God's in-
volvement in a seemingly god-
less world. It is, in many ways,
fitting that the opening of J.B.
coincides with Hunger and
Homelessness Awareness Week,
giving the audience a concrete
reality in which to apply the
moral lessons of the play.

Performances begin at 8
p.m.; matinees begin at 2 p.m.
Tickets may be reserved by call-
ing the McCoy Box Office at
(901) 843-3839.

Photo By Amy Holcombe
The chorus of performers in J.B. create a circus atmosphere in the opening

scenes of the play. J.B. is a recreation of the biblical story of Job and examines
themes of fate, guilt, justice, and the role God performs in the dramatic
reality of human lives.
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Two Reviews:
By Steve Perry
Stoff Writer

Being John Malkovich is a re-
markably creative film. Craig(John
Cusack) finds a portal that will take
him into the mind of John
Malkovich. Why Malkovich? The
characters do not know either, and
that's why the film works.

For a brief moment, the film
looks like it may be heading for a
miserable failure. A subplot arises
in which Craig develops a love in-
terest for a co-worker, Maxine
(Catherine Keener).

Movies from the blockbuster all
the way down to the indie realize
that there are few better ways to fill
up time than with a romance, even
if it is doomed to failure.

Except in Malkovich, it sets off a
bizarre chain of events that result in
something more than just absolutely
hilarious-something positively
profound.

The end is disturbing, even
frightening, as Craig finds out how
futile it is to try to be another per-
son. He is in an impossible situa-

tion. He does experience suc
but not because of his talent
stead, he finds success becaus
who he is. Even that, however,i
enough to find happiness.
epistemology is nice, but the
philosophy and the truly affe
aspect of the film is seeing t
characters trying to fulfill
lives through other people, 1
ally.

There is only one prob
rather minor, with the film. A
the way, we meet a monkey
psychological problems and
a wonderful send-up of K
Given the monkey and the K
one is left wanting the wacki
to breed even more wackines

There is something al
dashing through someone's
conscious, especially some
who is "almost" well-known,
leaves you longing for more.

This problem felt particu
apparent in the given reason
hind the grand purpose of the
nel of mystery. It does lead
delicious sequence at the en
just hope it works out for (

Being anc
:cess, Sinise-but one must ask why they
. In- even bothered, or, if they did, why
se of not just bother with something a
s not little crazier than a Cocoon redux.
The This is a minor complaint,
real however. John Malkovich prob-

cting ably deserves an Oscar for just be-
these ing himself, which would be an
their interesting quirk of trivia but also
liter- a great irony, as the film itself is

about people afraid to do exactly
lem, that.
Along Kevin Smith's Dogma is a
with much less successful film, despite
have having loftier goals. Those lofty
afka. goals have a lot to do with its prob-
afka, lems.
iness Two fallen angels (Matt
s. Damon and Ben Affleck) have
bout found a loophole in Catholic doc-
sub- trine that would get them back
eone into heaven. Unfortunately, that
that would prove God wrong, causing

the universe to crash into nothing-
ularly ness.

be- God really isn't proven wrong
tun- here, though. Despite the contro-
to a versy, Dogma is about as pro-God
d-I a film one will find this side of The
Gary Omega Code (truly the omega in

INothingness
filmmaking), and several hundred the poop monster.
times better, at that. Yes, there is a monster, made

Being pro-God may have taken of poop, and it has a remarkable
some guts, but the rest of the con- effect of bringing the film to a
troversy is kept surprisingly stan- screeching halt.
dard, and as a result is not much The charm of Clerks, Smith's
controversy at all-Jesus was breakthrough film, was not just its
black, God is Canadian, George low-brow humor but its low bud-
Carlin is a bishop, and it's not so get. It was a simple, focused story
much doctrines and covenants set in one place, essentially about
that get you to heaven as it is hav- nothing.
ing a good idea. Dogma tries to be an epic, but

That last one is a platitude, and epic demands plot, and one-liners
the problem with platitudes is that alone cannot accomplish that.
they are so hard to buy because of Most of the problems are drawn
their inherent simplicity. out, only to be resolved rather

This is particularly true here, quickly in a manner perfect to set-
where Bethany (Linda Fiorentino), ting up that one-liner. The primary
after having met God (Alanis villain, Azrael(Jason Lee),isextremely
Morrisette), may be confident of well-acted, but also extremely thin,
God, but still just has a "good and meets his demise in rather weak
idea." Fortunately for the Israel- fashion.
ites, even Moses had more confi- The conclusion of the film hinges
dence. In the same movie God is on a clever dilemma between a con-
both a god of wrath and the great troversial social issue and saving the
Oprah in the sky. universe. It is resolved suddenly and

Most people, religious or oth- without much comment, other than
erwise, who are going to be of- a joke about third trimester sex.
fended, will be offended by the Dogma is more contrived than con-
occasionally graphic sex jokes, or troversial.

McCartney Gets Back on New Record
By Matthew Shipe
Edilor-in-(Chief

Paul McCartney returns to
his roots on his new album, Run
Devil Run, with spectacular re-
sults. The album consists of
three originals and twelve covers
of fifties R&B tunes that
McCartney recorded in one fe-
verish week last May at Abbey
Road.

For the album, McCartney
assembled a lineup of British
rock veterans, including Ian
Price on drums and Pink Floyd
guitarist Dave Gilmour on gui-
tar, and the band sounds incred-
ibly tight while cranking out
these R&B gems.

Paul's affection for these
tunes is evident in his render-
ings. These are songs that the
Beatles originally cut their teeth
on when they were just a strug-
gling band in Liverpool, and Paul
tries to recapture his youthful
energy with this record.

Run Devil Run is in much the
same style as his 1987 album
Choba B CCCP; however,
whereas that album showed Paul

doing his best Elvis and Little Ri-
chard impersonations (Paul's ver-
sion of"That's All Right Mama" is
almost eerie), Devil shows
McCartney tackling the material
in a more straightforward manner.

The album kicks off with a
wonderful echo-drenched version
of Gene Vincent's "Blue Jean Bop."
McCartney et al. really rip into the
next track, a cover of Larry Will-
iams' "She Said Yeah."

McCartney's choice of material
throughout the album is wonderfully
obscure. McCartney covers such
little-known songs as the Vipers' "No
Other Baby" and Carl Perkins' "Movie
Magg:'

Highlights of the album include
a cajun-flavored version of "Brown-
Eyed Handsome Man" and hellacious
version of "Party" that doses the al-
bum.

The originals on this album are
also strong, and, surprisingly enough,
they blend in with the rest of the al-
bum. The title track is one of the
hardest rocking songs that Paul has
written since "Hi Hi Hi:'." "Try Not to
Cry" has a great bluesy vibe to it, and
"What It Is" is extremely catchy.

One might expect that, after the

death of his wife Linda from breast
cancer last year, McCartney's next
album would be a somber, reflec-
tive affair. However, the album is
McCartney's hardest in years. The
guitars are all cranked up to the
max, and Paul's bass sounds harder
than it has in years. He also deliv-
ers some of his most emotional vo-
cals in a good while. McCartney's
voice is passionate throughout the
album, and, at times, his voice has
that desperate quality that made
such tracks as "Helter Skelter" and
"I'm Down:' "Party" opens with a
rapid-fire succession of words that
is reminiscent of the Beatles' cover
of "Long Tall Sally."

Run Devil Run is a celebration
of youthful exuberance. The songs
are loud, the mood is fun, amd Paul
sounds like he's having the time of
his life. The only somber moment
on the album comes halfway
through the album with a tender
cover of Ricky Nelson's"Lonesome
Town." Paul's last cover album in-
spired him to go on to record one
of his strongest albums, Flowers in
the Dirt Hopefully, Run Devil Run
will again inspire McCartney to
make more great music.

o Professor Mike Laasoa's
' picks of the week

event
Church
Need a spiritual lift? Why not attend Sunday morning church service

at the Full Gospel Tabernacle Church, 787 Hale Road, Memphis (396-
9192)? The Reverend Al Green-the singer, recording artist, and giant of
gospellsoul music--officiates. Sunday service at "Full Gospel" is lively,
loving, and long: depending on Al's mood, it can last 3-4 hours.

recording
Marc Anthony
Put away the Dave Matthews cd's. Throw away the Ricky Martin. Marc

Anthony has finally crossed over with a self-titled album released in Sep-
tember. He has been selling out Madison Square Garden for years, but
few outside of salsa-saturated NYC heard of him until his October "Satur-
day Night Live" performance. Some songs are performed in both English
and Spanish. Listen carefully-the Spanish versions are more sensuous.

book
Daughter of Fortune by Isabel Allende
Isabel Allende, the Chilean writer and niece of President Salvador

Allende (overthrown and killed by the pathological (and
imprisioned..there is justice!) Pinochet) has released an excellent new
novel titled Daughter of Fortune. My postmodern literary pals view
Allende's work as "Latin literature light." She is always charged with
"not being Borges"-a crime to which she playfully, or perhaps proudly,
pleads guilty.

place
Starbucks on Union and N. McLean

Finally! It's become the new, student-trendy, "pretend-study" venue.
But President Troutt is pushing for an on-campus coffee lounge and
when that happens--oh lord, oh Allah, oh Mr. Buckman please make it
happen-students can pretend-study on campus!
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From Russia With Love:
Students Relate Experiences With Crime While Studying Abroad
By Blake Rollins
Op/Ed Editor

Several Rhodes students trav-
eled and studied in Russia last
summer with the Maymester pro-
gram sponsored by Valerie Nollan
and the Foreign Languages depart-
ment. Among those students,
Brad Damare and Jeff Bigongiari
(who participated in an indepen-
dent program in Moscow) de-
scribed their perception of Russia
and whether the nation lives up to
its reputation as a street scene out
of a Scorsese movie.

As early as 1993, the Russian
Ministry of Internal Affairs
(MVD) estimated that 25 percent
of Russian gross national product
derived from 5600 separate orga-
nized criminal syndicates. Using
similar crime statistics, the West-
ern press created a fearful hype
about a country in the "wild west"
of capitalism where violence and
corruption represent the norm of
commercial transactions.

In the U.S. one Miami-based
law enforcement official went so
far as to characterize Russian

mobsters as "more ruthless than
the 1920s Prohibition gangsters"
(Economist 15-Mar-97). Worries
about the influence of the Russian
Mafia abroad have even spurred
the secretive Swiss to openly con-
demn the large sums of ill-gotten
criminal earnings laundered
through their banks.

Hyperbole reached fever
pitch when many pundits la-
beled Russia a kleptocracy - a
society based entirely on crimi-
nal earnings.

According to Damare, he re-
ceived startled glances from
friends and family when he told
them he was going to Russia.
"That's probably because Russia is

still one of those countries that is
foreign to Americans. Most [of
those people] are leftover Baby
Boomers who hold on to ideo-
logical views of certain coun-
tries."

When asked whether his sense
of being a foreigner was exacer-
bated by what the West character-
izes as an inordinately high crime
rate, Damare replied that rarely do
you see the stereotypical gangsters
with black leather jackets and gold
chains driving imported automo-
biles. Rather, the presence of the
Mafia was revealed in stories told
by locals who would point out res-
taurants or grocery stores owned
by Mafia bosses. Says Damare, "It
was more of a felt presence, but
rarely [if] ever seen.

"Russia is not a very self-as-
sured [capitalistic] system, par-
tially because they're not used to
it. Most people have more prob-
lems with the police than the Ma-
fia." Also, Damare felt that street
crime in summertime St. Peters-
burg is discouraged by the nearly
24 hours of continuous sunlight,

"When you say 'the
Mafia,' you're really
referring to businessmen
who have gotten in on the
ground floor by using
political connections to get
rich. In the beginning you
had a lot of organized
crime that was violent.
You're dealing with
something that has
evolved."

-Jeff Bigongiari ('00)

a seasonal phenomenon called
"White Nights."

Jeff Bigongiari elaborated on
what constitutes the typical Rus-
sian mobster, affectionately
dubbed "Redfellas" in the Ameri-
can press.

"When you say 'the Mafia,'
you're really referring to business-
men who have gotten in on the
ground floor by using political
connections to get rich. In the

beginning you had a lot of orga-
nized crime that was violent.
You're dealing with something that
has evolved." Bigongiari went on
to state that the typical American
student/tourist has little to fear
from someone who drives a very
nice car or who has a chauffeur.

"At the same time, they're very
nice people. You can talk to them
if you want."

While studying abroad during
the 1998-99 academic year,
Bigongiari was mugged twice but
never in Russia. Rather, the dis-
tinction goes to Finland and Hol-
land, two EU members regarded
for their orderly, law-abiding so-
cieties.

Recent trends confirm
Bigongiari's assertions about or-
ganized crime in the former So-
viet Union. According to The
Economist article "The Russian
Mafia Means Business," crimi-
nally-minded government bu-
reaucrats are the biggest
criminal threat in Russia.
Whereas in the immediate post-
Soviet era a business was likely
to be visited by muscular thugs
seeking protection money,
today's crook is more subtle.

Indeed, the article points out
that widespread use of security
guards (cheap in Russia), video
surveillance, and requiring written
authorization for an official busi-
ness visit has put most companies
beyond the reach of typical hood-
lums.

Distressingly, more creative

gangsters have infiltrated state in-
stitutions, where they have the
power to confiscate property and
audit businesses. Russia's archaic
system of public administration
offers ambitious crooks enhanced
incentives to harass legitimate
business with little threat of pen-

"It was more of a felt
presence, but rarely
ever seen. Russia is
not a very self-assured
[capitalistic] system,
partially because
they're not used to it.
Most people have
more problems with
the police than the
Mafia."

- Brad Damare ('01)

Sasha Kostina, a Russian-born
language instructor at Rhodes,
echoed similar concerns about
government corruption but
pointed out that violence still re-
mains a rare occurrence.

"The connection of organized
crime to authorities is a totally dif-
ferent matter [than violent gang-
sterism], and while, it may take
away people's money by way of

imperfect laws and social regula-
tions, it doesn't take away their
lives. A metal detector in a school
to search for guns sounds like sci-
ence fiction to a Russian. It is in-
conceivable. Even a knife in
somebody's pocket is a rare occa-
sion and a big deal."

Overall, both Damare and
Bigongiari emphasized the gener-
ous character of the Russian
people as the best incentive to visit
the country. Without prior notice,
Bigongiari visited his host, family
from a past stay, and they still wel-
comed him to their home with
open arms.

Damare recalled an encounter
at a bar with a Russian punk
rocker who angrily approached
him with three words on the tip
of his tongue: "Clinton, Lewinsky,
Kosovo."

Five minutes later, the same
punk rocker bought all the Ameri-
cans in the group a round of
drinks. The levity with which Rus-
sians cope with everyday difficul-
ties is remarkable, especially
considering they often go days
without water or electricity. As
Damare pointed out, Russians
share a common saying that helps
them deal with their day-to-day
tribulations: "It's Russia. What do
you expect?"

"A metal detector in a
school to search for
guns sounds like
science fiction to
a Russian. It is
inconceivable. Even a
knife in somebody's
pocket is a rare
occasion and a big
deal."

- Sasha Kostina

"...the Western press created a fearful hype
about a country in the "wild west" of
capitalism where violence and corruption
represent the norm of commercial
transactions."

Fresh Faces
The Hair Salon

276-0820

1537 Overton Park Deliece Hurdle

Memphis. TN owner/hair stvlist
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Rhodes Cross Country
Finish Disappoints

By Kosto Deolgeorgas Mark Loeffler ('02), who ran a Gibson were Lori Steger ('03),
Staff Writer very gutsy race and really picked Emily Clark ('00), Meghan

The season for the Rhodes up the slack for the rest of the Bromert ('02), Betsy Bogler
cross country teams came to a team. ('03), Katie Castille ('02), and
disappointing conclusion this
past Saturday at the Southeast
Regional held at the University
of the South in Sewanee, Tennes-
see. The Lynx ran without much
fire in their race and were con-
vincingly beaten by the compe-
tition.

On an unseasonably warm
day in November, with tempera-
tures in the low 70s, the air hu-
mid and the ground very dry and
hard, the men and women of
Lynx cross country finished
their season defeated.

The men were led by Kosta
Dalageorgas ('01), who came in
16th overall in the race, with a
time of 27:31 for the 8K race.
Following behind him were

Finishing behind Loeffler
were John Knight ('02), Joel
Harris ('03), Virren Malhotra
('01), Michael Hoover ('02),
and, rounding out the pack, was
Patrick LaRochelle ('02).

The Lynx men finished in 7th
place with 194 points, behind
conference opponents Centre
and Trinity. Emory University
won the Southeast Regional with
37 points, automatically qualify-
ing for nationals.

Running particularly well for
the Lynx women was Lydia
Gibson ('02), who was the team's
first runner and who finished
with a time of 19:46 for the 5K
course.

Following close behind

Elizabeth Wester ('03).
The Lynx women narrowly

missed winning the regional
title, and finished third with 94
points. Emory University also
won the women's Southeast Re-
gional with 54 points and also
qualified to run at Nationals.

With the cross country sea-
son now finished, many of the
athletes hope to take a signifi-
cant amount of time to rest be-
fore they begin training for the
spring track season.

Congratulations to seniors
for their great cross country ca-
reers. They will be difficult to
replace, as the teams look to
defending their conference cham-
pionships in the 2000 season.

Equestrian Team Places:
Kleber Tapped for Regionals
By Anne Markus
Staff Writer

Almost as soon as the Rhodes
equestrian team returned from
their first successful horse show
of the season, they were back on
the road to Illinois for another
great show.

November 5-6 marked the
r beginning of the competitive

show season for the equestrian
team. Eleven competitors trav-

r eled to Murray State University
in Murray, Kentucky, the largest
turnout ever for Rhodes.

In her first show, Allana
Clarke ('02) received two sixth
place ribbons for western and
walk/trot. Tara Krisle ('03)
placed sixth in the western divi-
sion and fifth in the competitive
open flat division. Ashley Post
('02) was extremely successful in
the open division, placing fourth
in open jumping and second in
open flat.

Leigh-Taylor White('02)
jogged off with a sixth in west-
ern. Murray State was also Anne
Williams' ('03) first show, and
she was successful in earning a
sixth place ribbon in open jump-
ing.

Captain Kristin Kleber ('00)
received a third in western, a
fourth in novice over fences, and
second in novice on the flat.
With this fourth place finish,
Kristin received enough points
to advance into the intermediate
over fences division. Other
Rhodes riders attending the
show were Raven Babcock ('01),
Carey Corlew ('03), Liz Porras
('03), Jack Stewart ('02) and Sa-
rah Tipton ('03).

The following weekend, the
equestrian team traveled to
Southern Illinois University in
Carbondale, IL.

Although numbers dropped
to seven riders for the four hour
drive, the team was extremely
successful, with each rider plac-
ing and receiving a ribbon in the
two-day competition.

Clarke received a fourth
place in the walk/trot division
on both days of the show, while
Corlew earned a fourth in open
fences and a fifth in open flat on
the first day and a sixth on the
second day. Porras was awarded
a sixth place in the competitive
advanced walk/trot/canter.divi-
sion.

Tipton received second and
third places in the advanced
walk/trot/canter division. Leigh-
Taylor White returned from a
slight illness for a third place in
the advanced walk/trot/canter.
Anne Williams received a sixth
in open flat and a third in open
over fences.

Kristin Kleber received sec-
ond and third in novice flat and
first and fourth in intermediate
over fences. These two success-
ful novice flat rides pushed
Kristin into the intermediate flat
division, qualifying her for
Regionals.

Kristin was also the overall
reserve champion rider of the
shpw on the first day.

"Not only did we have a suc-
cessful show, but everybody had
a great time!" commented
Kleber.

With these two shows as key
practice for next semester, mem-
bers of the Rhodes team plan to
continue competition over the
winter break. The next eques-
trian team action will happen at
Middle Tennessee State Univer-
sity in Murfreesboro, TN, De-
cember 17-18.

Rhodes Loses Close
Meet to Hendrix
By Brd Dnmoar
Staff Writer

The Rhodes Men's and
Women's swim team participated
in their first conference meet of
the year last weekend at Hendrix.
Even with the overall improve-
ment of the Lynx team, they were
not able to stop Hendrix's larger
number of swimmers from even-
tually winning the meet by a nar-
row twenty points in both the
men's and women's competitions.

Several of the Lynx swimmers
gave fine performances, winning
their individual races: for the
women, Julie Mediamolle ('02)
won the 50-yard freestyle and
100- yard freestyle, and Anne
Katherine Rice ('03) won the 500-
yard freestyle and 1000-yard
freestyle. On the men's side, Chad
Jones ('03) won the 500 yard
freestyle, Brad Damar6 ('01) won
the 1000 yard freestyle, and the
men's relay team of Nick Grojean
('00), Jon Wood ('02), Leo
Drolshagen ('03), and Jason
Wagenmaker ('03) won the 400-

yard medley relay.
Despite the loss, head coach

Steve McGrath was pleased with
the team's performance: "We
definitely gave a stronger show-
ing at this meet than we have in
the past, and I'm pretty happy
with our level of improvement.
We've accomplished quite a bit
for a team that is only in its sec-
ond year, and people are really
starting to take notice."

"I am very excited about this
year's season because, although
we didn't win the meet, we've
shown that we are a very strong
team," said Melissa Rall ('00).
"Many of our swimmers won in
their individual events....We may
not have the depth that some
other teams have in order to win
meets, but we have strong swim-
mers that are striving to achieve
their personal best, and that's
what gives our team its spirit."

This weekend, November 20-
21, the Lynx travel to Henderson
State in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, to
participate in an invitational meet.

We Want YOU!
The sports section of The Sou'wester is
currently looking for beat writers to cover
winter and spring sports. If you're interested
in writing for any of the following, please send
an email to The Sou wester at
souwester@rhodes.edu

Women's Basketball
Men's Basketball
Men's and Women's Golf
Lacrosse
Intramural Sports

Contact Susan Hughes, Sports Editor, for more
information.

Help Wanted
Assitast tetadr to mrk wihre ue mith ilfasts, two ash
pruhunkn. Snaay ash Wunoksky atsix (4**p p) Sc
TharsAy amiang (90:a42:AOp).

finPr ktit Clsnck at ,pl4arA
E. P kwy Pat: 75J-617t
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Keep It SIMPLE
To the Editor, ity to adumbrate thai
I have become increasingly dis- vapid city, one whe

comforted neoterically about The Pickwickian people al
Sou'wester's vapid writing style. It What I really can't
seems absolutely inane to me that all is the indefatigable a
of you vapid and insipid English ma- dentiousness perpetu
jors cannot use dinotherian words by The Sou'wester. It
with reckless abandon and in the er- that Greeks are theaz
roneous environment as well as my- who care anything
self and my consociates. Therefore, I thiopywe host speci
wanted to signalize how to use big and eemosynary events,
pretentious words to impress all the than the folks who
autodidacts that read your vapid pub- those colorful and sop
lication. To wit: to make all of the ca

I have exigent problems with The ants on this campus
Sou'wester. This guy is a real recidivist, tine and overriding se
and he always seems to presume to self-abnegation, we'n
pontificate for everyone. I especially who care in this vapi
can't assimilate all the miasmic and just wish The Sou'we
mephitic things he nuncupated about ize that.
All-Sing. It was vapid, just downright Campus querulc
inane. Since then, he has assumed that de facto composed t
we're all vapid denizens of Memphis, graphs simply to inc
decried the inane System of sports on the style that you n
this campus, and even had the audac- attain and that othes

STWESrER

t Memphis is a
e audacity and
bound.
believe, though,
anti-Greek ten-
ated repeatedly
is perspicuous
ygous tellurians
about philan-
al, estimable el-
after all. Other
have put all of
histical signs up
pitalist miscre-
feel an elephan-
nse of guilt and
rthe only ones
d community. I
eter would real-

iusness aside-I
he above para-
arnate for you
might someday
s have demon-

strated so well in recent months-we
at the Society Insisting upon More
Pretentious Language Everywhere
(SIMPLE) would like to procure the
vapid and inane Sou'wester, to fre-
quent our levees in Buckman 103 at
3 PM on Sunday afternoons. We ac-
cumulate there regularly at that
time, since no one else ever requires
the cubiculum. Also, I would per-
sonally like to recommend Roget's
International Thesaurus*, Fifth Edi-
tion, edited by Robert L. Chapman.
It has been of great serviceability for
me, and I'm pontifical it would do
you and your vapid staff a great deal
of splendiferousness. Remember,
you don't have to use the words cor-
rectly-no one knows what they
mean, anyway, so they will remain
in the beatification of reconditeness.

Sincerely,
Jimbob Dunderpate '01
President, Artificer, and
Engenderer of SIMPLE

y Bsys--
The counseling center will

hold a therapy session for
Alphaholics Anonymous. The
meeting will be this Thursday
and will cover such topics as, Fin-
gering your Nights and Days
away, The First Signs of Plan-File
Dementia, Random Clever
Quote Envy, and Coping in the
Alpha-less Post-Graduate World.

In a related story, the admin-
istration is holding a contest for
the most interesting statements
cyber-pinned to the Rhodes' Bul-
letin Board. Categories will in-
dude: Smarminess, The Blatantly
Rude, The Intentionally Bizarre,
andThe Incomprehensible. Blake
Rollins and Steve Perry are cur-
rently tied for first place.

Did you know that turkeys
can reproduce by themselves?
Parthogenesis? I guess stuffing
your own turkey would take on a
whole new meaning.

Computer Difficulty-Armageddon?
y Jamie Groover

Rhode'ster Sage
A local self-proclaimed prophet

began foretelling of Rhodes College's
doom last week while standing on a
nearby street corner.

"Woe unto you, Rhodes College"
shouted the thickly-bearded man
vaguely, kind of in the general direc-
tion of the school, "for the Lord hath
looked upon you with disfavor!"

When asked by The Rhode'sterfor
what sins the Lord would expend his
wrath upon this institution of
academia, the prophet, who said his
name is Bobby Glen Bohiggus, said
the reasons were "pyramid." When
asked if he meant the reasons were
"myriad, he replied, "Um, yes."

The prophet Bohiggus went on to
expound on the Lord's anger.

"Woe unto you, the students, for
they drinketh of distilled spirits and
do not share with the poor, nor do
they share with the prophets. Woe, for
they revel in the slaughter of others,
in both'Normal' and'license to Kill'
modes. Woe, for they spend the Sab-
bath idly, reclining on their luxuri-
ously threadbare Army-surplus-like
cots. Woe for the existence of that
which is an abomination in the sight
of God: the Rat steak Woe, for the
day of the Lord is coming."

According to this disheveled street
preacher, the "day of the Lord" will
consist of many horrendous events.

"First, there will rain down from
heaven a plague of scabies like never
before seen on campus. Scabies, sca-
bies, everywhere," Bohiggus proph-
esied. "Second, all students and

faculty will be forced to park in fresh-
man parking, that desolate wasteland
but will be given tickets anyway, be-
cause, hey, those guys have quotas to
meet. All Rat food, including condi-
ments and beverages, will contain a
significantly greater amount of those
huge orange slabs of congealed grease.
And scabies. Did I mention scabies?"

In addition, Bohiggus then ex-
plained his own interpretation of how
this great doom would come about.

"It will all begin with a great com-
puter systems failure, not unlike Y2K.
The network will completely crash
from every student attempting to en-
ter their schedules for next semester
into the STEP program. At first, it will
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go relatively unnoticed, as students
will assume the network has just
crashed as it does every day that ends
in -y. But, slowly, they will realize it
will never come back, and, cut off
from Instant Messenger, they will lose
all contact with the outside world and
lose their sanity! THAT is when the
unmanagebale DOOM will start!" he
said.

Bohiggus' status as an actual
prophet. Bohiggus then re-
vealed several burn-like sores
around his mouth, tongue, and
hands, claiming they were part
of a cleansing ritual much like
the one seen in the book of
Isaiah. Convinced, this re-
porter questioned how Rhodes
might escape its ultimate

As of press time, The Rhode'ster downfall.
staff was unable to check on whether "A good start," Bohiggus
or not Bohiggus' claims were true, said, "would be giving me five
as they were all entering their sched- dollars and a ride to the Brown
ules into the STEP program. Jug."

Lest the Rhode'sterbe accused of No word yet on whether or
purveying false information, this re- not the day of the Lord has
porter asked for some sign to prove come.

Wednesday, November 17,1999
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HEAD TURKEY

Matthew Shipe

ASSOCIATE TURKEY

Steele Means

IMITATION TURKEY

Barrett Hathcock

TWO-HEADED TURKEY

Greg Scheuchenzuber
Brian Willis

COMMISSIONER TURKEY

Andrew Shulman

STUFFED TURKEYS

Matthew "Don't-Even-Mention-
Grad-School" Shipe, Patrick Lane,

Steve Perry, Jamie Groover

ADMINISTRATION TURKEY

(I WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THE

EXTREME INDIVIDUALITY OP EACH

OF THESE TURKEYS.)

Blake Rollins, Amy Holcombe,
Patrick Lane, Valerie Witte,

Susan Hughes

LAYOUT TURKEY

Sarah Bettinger

LATINO INFATUATION TURKEY

Antonio Banderas

THEME SONG TURKEY

"Workin for a Livin"

VAPID, INANE TURKEY

Tim Hayes

PHILANTHROPIC TURKEY

Kappa Delta

POSTAL TURKEY

The Mail Room

HOT SLINKY TURKEY

Chi Omega

The Rhode'ster urges all to pull
their collective heads out of their
collective posterior(s). Things are
funny. Especially turkey. Be
thankful. We here at The
Rhode'ster are thankful for having
so much material to work with
(even if we still aren't that funny).
So enjoy the rest of the semester,
and, if you ever need a good laugh,
just look in the mirror.
Reaching the Rhode'ster

Actually, all Rhode'ster numbers
are not available to the public to
avoid caustic and hasty brushes
with said public. But, if you must,
letters. to the editor are always
nice. But remember: don't be an
uptight turkey.
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Williford's Turning Japanese
By Steve Peary long been a subject of fascinaon, jokes.
Rhode'ster Historion and, unless this controversy inter- Less famously, at least sixteen

In a particularly rocky week for feres, its many mysteries will be Rhodes students have disappeared
Rhodes-Japanese relations, the issue documented by Leonard Nimoy in there. Whoopi Goldberg is believed
of World War II came up once again an upcoming "In Search Of." Its to have lost her career there, several
when a Japanese soldier, apparently confusing, dizzying manner with the students have lost their virginity
hidden for at least 54 years, emerged mind is believed to have served as there, and various seniors have lost
from Williford's mazelike halls and the inspiration for three plots to their degrees there for reasons yet to
launched an attack on the students Thomas Pynchon novels as well. be discovered.
residing there. So fascinating it proved to Pyn- Until now, however, no one so

Two Resident Assistants were chon, in fact, that he himself disap- lost had emerged from it. The
"perhaps" killed in the fray. How- peared into it sometime during the solider burst through the floor of the
ever, the administration is showing summer of 1997, only communicat- hall's second level, presumably after
little to no concern over the acci- ing with the rest of the world finding a hidden corridor on the
dent. through coded messages embedded one-and-a-half floor. Decked in

"Had they been freshmen, this in the liner notes of various obscure camouflage with various shrubs ar-
would have been simply intoler- bands. ranged around his head as if they
able," said Loyd Templeton, spokes- He is not the first noted celeb- were a halo, his only action before
man for the President. "Who doyou rity to vanish there, however. he was subdued was a kamikaze at-
think we got cable for, anyway?" Amelia Earhart, Ambrose Bierce, tack with a knife, all while mutter-

As a result, any students who and that man who jumped out of ing the words, "Domi arigato, I'm
might be dead have not been iden- the plane with a suitcase full of Mr. Roboto."
tified. Professors who have upper- money back in the Seventies are all Given that his reasons for com-
classmen with repeated absences are believed to have disappeared there. ing out remain unknown, these
to assume for now that they have In probably the best known blunder, words suggest that perhaps he had
merely gone to New Orleans and are the Religious Studies Department the Styx rock opera about one "Mr.
not dead, pending further adminis- lost the Ark of the Covenant there Roboto" on his mind, perhaps after
tration action. in 1936 after borrowing it from hearing the mp3 of the song being

Williford's labyrinthine network Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie in played on someone's computer.
of corridors and trick hallways has exchange for various bad Italian According to a Japanese instruc-

Campus
Safety Log

11/10/99 TO 11/16/99

Saturday: Inebriated Alumni accosted in front of the McCoy theatre
wheeling in a keg. When questioned, said he was making a
"donation."

Monday: Ambulance called after several students knocked themselves
unconscious, due to sustained concussions from the double
doors of the Palmer cloister. Apparently, in a gesture of
dramaturgical zest, many students attempted to read the new
poster for J.B. and got too close before fully recognizing the
font.

Note: Your eyesight is not dwindling; the letters are really that small.
Wednesday: Fight broken up outside of Robb door. Campus Green

representatives, expressing their displeasure over the mas-
sive volume of flyers being posted by Pro-Hunger &
Homelessness persons, attacked the unwary philanthro-
pists, who were busy taping up new would-be provocative
flyers full of unsubstantiated facts.

Mysterious Shots at Side Street: 8
Number of Columnists misunderstood/despised: 2
Number of pretentious yet noble gestures of do-gooderism: plenty
Slightly Self-inflated Movie Reviewers: 1
Number of Obnoxious Homelessness Flyers: thousands
Incidents of Horsey People Underappreciation: 4
Alumni Reliving their Youth: 230
Pledges' Molestations Heard through Robb/White/Ellett: 54
Instances of Banal Bourgeois Criticism Veiled as Art: 1
Section Editors who aren't nearly as clever as they think they are: 1
Self-Reflexive Jokes Within this Issue: too many
Repeated Listenings of Huey Lewis' Greatest Hits: 14
Lame Plan Files: hundreds
Actual Campus Safety Logs more real and bizarre than ever imagined: 1

tor, the line in question roughly
translates into - "I may be a robot,
but, baby, I got needs, too."

"Perhaps he was seeking a robot
mate," suggests an administration
official who asked to remain name-
less.

Reports of Japanese soldiers still
bunkered well after the war ended
first surfaced during the Eighties.
In places ranging from the Philip-
pines to various small Pacific is-
lands, soldiers committed to the
Imperial cause remained in hiding
until otherwise ordered to leave.
After the Japanese surrender, that of
course became impossible, leaving
these soldiers in hiding while the
rest of the century passed them by.

However, how a Japanese soldier
made it to the middle of the United
States, in the middle of a city of lim-
ited strategic importance, remains
a mystery even bizarre for Williford.

"There was this episode of GI
Joe where they had to gather these
three elements and together these
elements could be used to create a
teleporter," added the official.
"These elements, because of their

great power, were in exotic locations
- one, for example, being at the bot-
tom of the ocean.

"It is possible he was seeking
one of these elements. Or maybe
he had already created the
teleporter, and it accidentally trans-
ported him here," he further elabo-
rated.

"As we all know, teleporters are
nonsense," interjected Professor
MacQueen. "The Heisenberg Un-
certainty Principle shows this, that
I am certain of."

The one other certainty is that
this will no doubt further compli-
cate trade relations between the
economic juggernaut of a college
and the Pacific economic power,
just over a month after the war be-
came a sensitive issue again during
Japanese protests over Robb Hall's
dropping of two atom bombs to
end the war in 1945.

Yeah, I helped build them. The
football team only wishes it had
that kind of firepower," MacQueen
added, provoking an angry letter
from the athletic department to Jer-
emv Munole

"Excellent..." says Tyrant.
Rebel leader Barrett Hathcock released this artist's rendering
of himself standing beside Sou'wester Editor-in-Chief
Matthew Shipe, during one of Shipe's many moments of evil
scheming. Shipe later described Hathcock as "a bumbling,
slack-jawed ragamuffin."

I:,I
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Hathcock Goes Postal
By Patrick Lone
Rhode'ster Terrorism Turkey

In a daring political maneuver,
Rhode'ster editor Barrett Hathcock
seized control of the Sou'wester of-
fice, establishing himself as sole au-
thority and 'font of power.
Hathcock's unexpected coup d'etat
deposes Sou'wester Editor-in-Chief
Matthew Shipe, a leader widely
viewed as a benevolent despot with
a small following of fanatical devo-
tees.

"The cruel regime of the tyrant
Shipe and his corrupt cronies has fi-
nally been toppled. Now begins a
New Age of Parody and Satire. Now
we shall forever be free of the shack-
les of so-called 'journalistic integ-

rity.' Long live The Revolution'ste4 "
proclaimed Hathcock at a sparsely
attended rally in the Publications
Center darkroom.

Blake Rollins, renowned
Sou'wester interviewer of eccentrics
and cranks, descended to the depths
of the Publications Center to question
Hathcock, but has yet to return. How-
ever, a brief press conference aired on
LynxTV showed footage of a bruised
yet plucky Rollins speaking on behalf

of the new Rhode'ster regime.
"To Oppose Revolutionary Truth

Undermines Rhode'ster Efficiency;'
said Rollins, blinking at irregular in-
tervals, an action experts interpret as
insignificant. "So Everyone Now De-
mands What Hathcock's Enterprise
Aspires To: Transforming History Im-
mediately, Not Submitting."

"I think he's speaking in code:'
said an unidentified freshman. Thus,
experts interpret this claim as insig-
nificant.

Hathcock's first action since com-
ing to power has been to establish The
Rhode'ster as the new Official Student
Newspaper of Rhodes College.

"Starting with this issue, the
Sou'wester will be printed upside
down on the back of The Rhode'ster"
stated Hathcock.

"And as soon as printing technol-
ogy allows, we'll fold the paper back-
wards, too;' he added.

This is just the first step in the es-
tablishment of Hathcock's New World
Order'ster, which he claims will soon
dominate the campus "...and then
the world!" Already Hathcock has
taken steps to assimilate the yearbook
and the weekly newsletter into his

movement, creating the Lynx'sterand
the Rhodes Week'ster.

When Sou'wester reporters asked
whether or not his new political or-
ganization was Socialist, Communist,
or Fascist, Hathcock replied,"Oh, you
know, the one with all the parades."

Hathcock's party, the Parodistas,
is built on an anti-Greek, anti-sport,
misogynistic, and nepotistic platform.
He replaces the long-standing
Sou'wester regime, led by Shipe, whose
publications hegemony has been de-
scribed in opinion columns by astute
political analysts as anti-Greek, anti-
sport, misogynistic, and nepotistic.

"The New World Order'ster isn't
about progress:' says Hathcock in one
of his many pamphlets. "It's about
ridicule and satire. Once Rhode'ster
College is established, we shall make
a travesty of all education. We shall
succeed where Making the Grade
failed:'

When asked his opinion on
Hathcock's startling coup d'etat,Asso-
ciate Editor Steele Means responded,
"A cool Degas? I didn't know he had
a Degas, but, if he does, that's cool."

"Barrett Hathcock caught cooties
in a spa?" said a puzzled Sports Editor

Susan Hughes.
"In Vladivostok there's a cute

Shah?" inquired News Editor Val
Witte.

"Who's got peacock fois gras?"
asked A&E Editor Amy Holcombe.

"Sure, I think folk rock is better
than ska," said Copy Editor Tim
Hayes.

"What are you doing in my room
again? Get out of here and stop drink-
ing all my booze!" stated Shipe dur-
ing a surprise press conference in the
early hours of the morning.

Layout Editor and Parodista sym-
pathizer Sarah Bettinger was unavail-
able for comment, as she was busy in
Hathcock's secret headquarters
changing The Sou'westermasthead to
reflect the shift in power. She told re-
porters that she was in the process of
changing the titles of Business Man-
agers Brian Willis and Greg
Scheuchenzuber to'Capitalist Swine:

"I'm very disappointed with the
whole thing" commented perennially
pessimistic movie reviewer Steve
Perry. "Hathcock's coup lacks any
originality or cleverness. His speeches
are trite, and his delivery is as wooden
as a Dutchman's shoe. Clearly, it's just

a front for some more sinister (and
probably equally sophomoric)
scheme. Hathcock is just a'phantom
menace: if you will."

"Barrett staged a coup d'etat?"
moaned Shipe, when finally informed
through e-mail. "Dammit, why am I
always the last to know anything
around here?"

The power struggle between
Shipe's supporters and Hathcock's
Parodistas leaves the fate of student
publications, Rhodes College, and
the Free World in question. Stu-
dents and faculty can only hope that
the rumors of Blake Rollins' daring
escape and retreat into the jungles
of Fisher Garden with a small band
of CIA-trained freedom fighters are
true. Until then, the world can but
watch and wait.

"It has been said that The
Sou'wester has been a source of rea-
son on this campus. Well, no more!"
Hathcock proclaimed in a speech to
an unresponsive crowd of library
student workers, during which he
crowned himself Comrade-In-
Chief'ster.

"Resistance is kind of pointless,"
he added.

Do-Gooders Unite; Child Slavery Results
By Matthew Shipe
Rode'ster Phianthropic Turkey

In a move that surprises virtu-
ally no one, the do-gooders of
Rhodes have united to form one ul-
timate do-gooder group, WHOP-
PER, Whites Helping Out Poor
People Everywhere Righteously. The
group consists of people involved in
the Kinney program, the Bonner and
Burch programs, and members of
the Greek system. The purpose
statement of the group is to "help
people, especially children, because
who doesn't want to help the chil-
dren?"

The group has many plans to
help people, but the first thing that
they have to do is to raise money so
that they can go about their do-
gooder business. "Helping people
takes money," said Chaplain Billy
Newton, who is one of the people
responsible for founding WHOP-
PER. "The money raised by the
group will go to help the children,
to pay my salary, and to provide
scholarships that will allow more
privileged students to attend Rhodes

under the pretense of helping
people:'

One of the main fundraisers that
has been planned is a celebrity record
and concert, with all the proceeds
going directly to the children.
Michael Jackson and Quincy Jones,
the duo who coordinated the origi-
nal USA For Africa project in 1985,
have once again combined forces to
organize the "Save the Children" al-
bum and concert.

"I just love the children and I
want to save them," said Michael
Jackson. "I mean, I really love them:'

Rock legends by the droves have
signed on to the project. One of the
first to sign on was Bono, lead singer
for the popular Irish group U2. "I'll
sign on to any cause," Bono said in a
telephone interview with The
Rhod'ster. "I don't care what the
money goes to, as long as it preserves
my image as a socially conscious rock
singer."

The biggest coup of the
fundraiser is that Paul McCartney
and George Harrison will perform
in public for the first time since the

Beatles' famous rooftop concert.
"Well, George had asked me to

play the Bangladesh benefit back in
'72, but I decided not to do that be-
cause I didn't care a friggin' thing
about Bangladeshis," McCartney ex-
plained. "Well, George rang me up
about this WHOPPER thing, and I
said sure. I mean, I hold nothing
against the children. We might as
well save them, I guess!'

T-shirts from the"Save the Chil-
dren" benefit will also be sold.
WHOPPER officials stress that all
proceeds will go to the children, and
they stress that NO profit will be
made off the sale of the shirts. Ab-
solutely none.

Besides the benefit, WHOPPER
has enacted a service program that
will bring in underprivilged children
from around the community to help
construct the new dorm that is cur-
rently being planned.

"We're giving the children some-
thing to do," explained Newton.
"Sure, the children don't exactly re-
alize that they are being enslaved for
the profit of the college, but hell,

they're children, they don't know any with child labor, and, since you
better." don't have to pay children, we were

"We used child labor all the able to save a pretty penny."
time at Belmont:' President Troutt WHOPPER members plan to
said in an interview with The oversee the children while they
Rhod'ster. "Children are really work, and officials are confident
quite easy to exploit. We built at that the children will have the
least five huildinos at Relmnnt Anrm fnichrt hv 9nA

Ex-Beatles McCartney and Harrison pose with Chaplain.
Billy Newton for the upcoming "Save the Children"
benefit. All proceeds will be given to the children, with
the intent of saving them.


