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At least three people suffered
head and face injuries at Pennsyl-
vania State University (University
Park, PA) in a face-off between a
mob and police following Penn
State's loss to Temple on Friday.
Traffic signs, light posts, and win-
dows were broken by a police-esti-
mated mob of 4000. Officers in
riot gear first attempted to control
the crowd, and then dispersed
them with pepper spray when a
traffic sign was toppled. The uni-
versity attempted to advertise alter-
native events after hearing rumors
that a riot might occur. A gather-
ing occurred in the same location
after Penn State's upset of North
Carolina on March 18, but there
was no violence. Similar unrest
occurred in the summers of 1998
and 2000. Many of the attendees
were there to watch the action with
cameras and cell phones in tow.

Vanderbilt University (Nash-
ville, TN) Centennial Professor of
Philosophy John Lachs wrote a
proposal ten years ago that has re-
cently come to light. The proposal
advocates allowing students to al-
locate between 5 and 10 percent of
their tuition to professors based on
their merit. He argues that this will
raise the merit of professors by al-
lowing student feedback to regulate
their salary. The administration
thinks that as of now, Lach's proposal
is praiseworthy, but not feasible.

A Harvard University (Boston,
MA) newspaper staff writer Justin
Fong's article on the "self-segrega-
tion" of Asians at Harvard has gen-
erated a larger reaction that he
expected. The article was intended
to be a satire, and indicate to all
groups who segregate themselves
that people are interested in what is
behind the division. The article has
generated many reactions, including
protests from minority groups and
proposals for an on-camera inter-
view by ABC News. The article has
been described by students as every-
thing from "a good article:' to "irre-
sponsible journalism," to racist.
Fong argues that the article
"whipped them [Harvard students]
out of their comfort zones."
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Burch program rethinks role
after funding changes
By Margie Hall
News Editor

The Day Foundation, which has
funded the scholarships for the 4
year-old Burch Scholars program,
has decided to no longer fund the
scholarship portion of the Burch
program for next year's freshmen
class. Current Burch Scholars will
retain their scholarships until their
graduation, but no Burch scholar-
ships will be funded next year.

According to Marie Lindquist,
Director of Student Orientation
and Leadership Programs, the Day
Foundation primarily funds short-
term programs to promote literacy.
Most scholarship programs funded
by this organization are temporary,
and take over their own funding af-
ter a few years. Current efforts for
funding are focused on maintain-
ing the program as a campus lead-
ership program, and more
long-term efforts will be towards
continuing the scholarship aspect of
the program after the immediate
need for funding is answered.

Lindquist added that the school
has learned that an endowment will
be necessary to reinstate the schol-
arships. This will provide a more
stable base for the scholarships and
alleviate the possibility of scholar-

ship funding changes over time. She
adds that this is "only fair" in en-
abling Dean Wottle to accurately
inform prospective students about
available scholarships.

Changes to the program are be-
ing considered in a cohesive effort
by Lindquist, Dean of Admissions
Dave Wottle, President Troutt, and
the current Burches. The effort is
still in its formative stages, but ac-
cording to Lindquist, it will be open
first to other campus scholarship
recipients. The program may be
open to the general student body as
well. She added that the withdrawal
has forced the already-present issue
of offering the program to a broader
range of students, but adds that this
sudden aspect does not provide ideal
conditions for discussing changes.

Lindquist stated that the issue
should be at least temporarily re-
solved within the next few weeks.
She concluded by stating that the
program has brought students who
embody "diversity, perspective,
and intensity to the campus." She
hopes that a new scholarship will
continue to bring in more such
students. In the meantime, the
program will continue its tradition
of promoting leadership through
service.

Claire Chambers ('01), is dis-
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Art student Matt Crockett ('02) has been living in his sculpture, a project
for a class, since Friday, and plans to remain there until at least Wednes-
day. His original plan was to strive for a Thoreau-esque "Walden" envi-
ronment in Fisher Gardens. However, due to recent crimes around campus,
the administration has insisted upon his current location in the more-pro-
tected area between Robb-White-Ellett and Bellingrath.

appointed that the program will be
changed. She says, "We have
worked hard for four years to build
a solid program that has benefited
the college in many ways, so it
makes my heart sad to see thatgo."
However, she is optimistic about
the future of the Burches, saying,
"I trust that the Burches, Marie,
and the administration will do all
that is possible to carry on the es-

sence of the Burch program,
though the details may change."

Jon David Willingham ('04)
also sees the importance of retain-
ing the core values of the program.
He says, "More than anything, I
don't want to see the amazing, tan-
gible value of the program we have
at present lost or even marginalized
in the course of the now inevitable
restructuring."

Rhodes deals with rising energy costs
Efficient energy use one method to combat increased gas consumption
By Mio Hood
Staff Writer

Rhodes students and faculty
were colder than usual this win-
ter. The heat was turned up
higher and for longer, and, conse-
quently, gas consumption on cam-
pus for December and January
experienced a significant increase
from last year. Director of Physi-
cal Plant Brian Foshee cites colder
temperatures outdoors as the ex-
planation for warmer, and more

costly, temperatures indoors.
Gas consumption, which en-

compasses the cost of heating on
campus, was up 12% from last
year, and this increase consider-
ably affected Rhodes' budget.

While general energy con-
sumption has remained stable
for the past three years, gas costs
have steadily risen; they have
now increased approximately
175%. Thus Rhodes' increased
expenditures on gas are due not
only to the increased use, but

also to the constantly increasing
price of natural gas.

Says Foshee, "We continually
look for ways to conserve energy.
The best way is to turn off equip-
ment when our buildings are not
in use." In order to easily do this,
Physical Plant operates an en-
ergy management system which
controls the heating and cooling
systems campus-wide.

Heating in the dormitories,
of course, is significantly af-
fected by the temperatures set by

students in individual rooms.
More careful and sparing use of
the heating system in this way
could also lower gas prices in the
future.

In addition to this fairly
simple strategy, Foshee affirms
that the Rhodes campus seeks
and installs energy-efficient
equipment and lighting. This
way, even with cooler tempera-
tures, and the new East Village
housing, gas prices can be stabi-
lized.

I
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EDITORIAL OF THE SOU'WESTER

Rites of Spring will be different
this year. Different bands, different
students, different memories. The
only question of difference that seems
to matter, though, is "Will the
administration's policy on drinking be
different?"

The answer to that question is, of
course, yes. The only alcohol permit-
ted within the Rites venue will be beer
which is purchased there. The reason
for the new policy: to paraphrase a
Dean, "The perception that the rules
of the College are different for one
weekend in April must be changed."

Why does the College regulate al-
cohol use? To protect us from those
who fail to control our drinking. To
protect us from ench other, and our-
selves. The College's policy change
reflects its concern for students-it is
an effort to combat alcohol abuse, to
de-institutionalize a ritual weekend of
binge drinking.

Opposed to the policy change are

those concerned that students forced
into their rooms to drink will pose a
greater danger to themselves and oth-
ers than students who drink in pub-
lic. Their concern is genuine, but it is
grounded in the cynical belief that we
cannot control our drinking, that we
must drink at Rites, regardless of the law
and the College's rules. They attriubute
a compulsion to drink to an anti-alco-
hol policy. They free the rule-breaker
from responsibility for his/her actions by
shifting blame to the rule itself.

Supporters of these two positions,
those who defend the new policy and
those who oppose it, share a common
concern for the welfare of the Rhodes
community. The two groups would use
different rules but with the same goal, to
provide for the safetyof the Rhodes com-
munity while we enjoy Rites of Spring.
Both groups hope to modify our behav-
ior through the use of rules restricting
alcohol use on campus, but they can
achieve only limited success without the

In with the.new
As the incoming Editor-In-Chief, I'm not newto the Souwester staff. I've spent

the past two semesters as the News Editor. You may not have seen me much, but
that's because our office is in the basement of Palmer (Yes, Palmer has a basement.),
and I spend a LOT of time in it on Tuesday nights. (Not to mention considerable
time on e-mail getting stories during the rest of the week.) I usually appear on
Wednesday mornings after finishing The Sou'wester and my class reading and
promptly fall asleep in Professor Huebner's 8 am. history class.

Am I complaining? No, Rhodes is the campus of the involved. If I complained
about having too much to do, I am quite certain that the five people within earshot
could turn around and make my initiative look like Homer Simpson's in compari-
son. Except they wouldn't do it because they're all nicer than me. Besides, I like
contributing to the Rhodes student body. What a great group of people! I maybe
pale, wraithlike, and somewhat blurry due to the caffeine shakes on Wednesdays,
but by gosh, I've done something with myself the night before. Pages 1, 4, and 5 of
that stack of The Sou'westers on the table in Palmer were all me, and my esteemed
fellow students now have the campus news pleasingly laid out before their eyes to
peruse at their breakfast-eating pleasure.

That's how I felt for the first few weeks, anyway. Don't get me wrong: by and
large, working with the Sou'wester has been a great experience. However, after a few
weeks of early fall student body super-involvement, the dumdest thing happened.
For lack of writers, I started to write a lot of the stories. And as any of my hard-
working co-editors know, writing the stories that go on the page you edit is not
compatible with sleeping. Ever. Don't get me wrong, I had a few loyal writers. But
they're mostly my friends, and the individuals who will be next year's section edi-
tors. So they won't have time to write next year, either.

Even that didn't bother me too much. The problems definitely compounded,
however, when individuals ceased to respond to inquiries for information for ar-
tides. C'mon guys, there is a"reply" key on Outlook, and WebMail, and there's even
aprompt for itonAlpha. And don't even tryto tell meyou don't check yourvoicemail/
email accounts. We're all connected, here. It doesn't take very long to write an
article, but the time excuse doesn't work at all for not responding to a querying
writer: it takes negligible time to respond with the needed information.

Which leads me to the point of my article. If, at any time, the quality of the
Sou'wester has been less than satisfactory, it was likely caused by too few people
having too much to do. As a student-run publication, the Sou'wester's success de-
pends entirely upon student body involvement.

So there you have it. This is just another call for volunteers, which I'm sure, as a
Rhodes student, you've heard. It's a fact that historically, volunteers have always
been necessary. What would have happened if Thomas Jefferson had been too busy
to write the Declaration of Independence? Or the only staff writer of The Washing-
ton Postwas out writing articles on warehouse fires when Deep Throat called? Things
would have been pretty different. So help out!

Margie Hall ('03)

support of the student body.
We students must be ultimately re-

sponsible for our own behavior. We de-
cide whether to drink responsibly, not
the College. It is our own failure to as-
sume this responsibility, a responsibility
for the College, each other and ourselves,
that has necessitated the change in the
Rites alcohol policy, not the whim of an
overzealous administration. And it is
only by taking this responsibility back
that we should expect to continue en-
joying our annual Rites of Spring. Rites
is our festival; Rhodes is our college. If
we fail to uphold its standards accord-
ingly, the administration has no choice
but to respond.

Although overshadowed by the
change in alcohol policy, more inargu-
ablypositive changes are planned for this
year's Rites of Spring. Among these: A
powerful speaker with personal experi-
ence of the ill effects of alcohol abuse will
address students on Monday night. The
ineffective hall meetings have been re-

placed with a ticket booth, where stu-
dents willbe reminded of their commit-
ment to uphold the social standards of
the College. Rites to Play participants
will be invited tojoin us at Rites ofSpring
on Saturday afternoon. Pan and IFC will
sponsor post-Rites activities in the BCLC
on Saturday night so that the party
doesn't stop when the last band finishes
its set in the amphitheater.

Here's hoping that tat this policychange
provokes some serious thought about
the role of drinking in campus life, par-
ticularlyin Rites of Spring. Here's hop-
ing that each of us will ask herself or
himself,"Can I have fun without drink-
ing?" and have the courage to face the
answer.

To paraphrase the same Dean once
again, "Rites of Spring is an asset to the
college, and everyone who's responsible
should be proud of it"' If we behave as a
community, then we're all responsible
for Rites, and its success can be a matter
of pride for every one of us.

Out with the Drew
One year ago, I began my term as editor-in-chief of The Sou'wester. Today,

it comes to anend. I'm not one for sentiment, but saying goodbye is harder
than I expected.

You see, I believe that a healthy newspaper is of vital importance to Rhodes.
The healthy newspaper offers a forum for the free exchange of information
and ideas, a sacred and protected home for free speech, an opportunity to
narrow the gap between those who have power and those who do not. The
responsibility of editing such a newspaper confers some power on its editor. I,
along with my staff, have striven to provide you that newspaper. We may not
have always succeeded, journalistically speaking, but it wasn't for lack of try-
ing.

The issues facing a small college newspaper like The Sou'wester are some-
what different than those facing a larger university newspaper. Everyone at
Rhodes knows everyone else, and so our brand of journalism must be prac-
ticed with a greater sensitivity to the community. But this different vision of
the newspaper in no way diminishes its importance; it might even enhance it.

We depend on the student body for writers. A lack of writers means more
responsibility for and a greater burden on the editors and the few reliable writers we
do have. This struggle to motivate staff members, common to all Rhodes' publica-
tions and most student organizations in general, is the greatest threat to the future of
The Sou'wester. Our editors can only do so much without the support of a healthy
body of writers to draw from. I challenge the students of Rhodes to recognize the
importance, the power of their student newspaper and to willingly and eagerly take
on the responsibilityof writing for The Sou'wester.

Do I know more about Rhodes than you know? Maybe, maybe not. It's only
with a breadth and depth of contributions to The Sou'wester that we can hope to
represent Rhodes in a balanced, objective way. Put another way, the knowledge of
our staff members keeps us honest. We can't report what we don't know. Keep this
in mind next time you're dissatisfied with The Sou'westerand you hear that we need
writers. And The Sou'wester always needs writers.

Despite, or perhaps because of, the struggles, The Sou'wester has been a great
experience. Through my editorship, I have become more intimately connected
with Rhodes than I could have been otherwise. I have learned about myself. I have
found friends. And I have benefited from the tireless work of a staff of devoted
editors and writers to whom I, and all the readers of The Sou'wester, owe countless
thanks.

I have the highest hopes for Margie and Scott, your new editors, and I look
forward to the next yearof The Sou'wester. Ultimately,Itake away from TheSou'wester
as much as I have put in, no small achievement. The Sou'wester belongs to the
students of Rhodes; serving as its steward has been a great responsibility, yes, but
also a great honor and privilege. To you, the students of Rhodes College whose trust
has made this possible, I am grateful.

Drew Hughes ('01)
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Keeping the faith through redefinition
characters, I just felt the call to fill the priest's quiz about the seven cheesy, romantic comedy in the nity and watches over the universe

Syou in on. deadly sins into a brief monologue power of love. (wistful sigh) ,created and creating. But, concep
MEG LAWLER First, the whole premise of the about the difference between faith Ultimately, I leave Rhodes and tually, that faith has always bee
IN SEARCH OF... movie is just plain ridiculous, and and religion. Norton's character of- this community we've formed with tricky for me to grasp.

for some reason, the exaggerated fers one of the best definitions of these faith lessons. I believe they are This new faith-trust entail
plot works to endear us even more faith that I've laid ears on. He called the most important lessons that can dealing with people, dealing wit
to the plight of each character. You faith a hunch, and he calls that be learned, and I'm thankful in one yourself and, in turn, dealing wit

So there was a priest, a rabbi and start out with an Irish priest hunch God (or your particular de- way or another we've all given each bigger religious questions. Comrn
a girl...and somehow, believe it or (Norton) confessing his sorrows ityofchoice). other these lessons every day. Ikept pare it to telling your mothe
not, the story turned into a roman- over shots in a pub owned by a half- Nice feeling that type of think- thinking of the line in the James something that you know sh
tic comedy. For a good rental, you Sikh, half-Catholic bartender, who ing can give you. All of our hunches Joplin song, Camera One, through- doesn't want to hear; you have n
should see Keeping the Faith with has Jewish relatives. (Thank good- are right, our small feelings of holi- out this movie: "It's funny how life idea what to do with the rest o
Ben Stiller, Edward Norton and ness his Irish grandmother turned ness when we just know that some- turns out, the odds of faith in the your life after four expensive year
Jenna Elfman. nun left him the pub in the first thing could have only happened by face of doubt." Hmm. of college, for example.

What you'll get is a few good place, or our story could never have the hand of something greater or Do you remember those blow- This new faith-trust mean:
laughs and enough beautifully begun.) bigger than we are. up clown punching-bag dolls that trusting that your mom will hea
taught lessons about best friends, Soon you're introduced to the Stiller's rabbi character got his had the weight in the bottom? you when you share this news witi
love and God to tide you over until rabbi (Stiller) and the girl (Elfman), holy moment to shine during his Well, I had one when I was a kid her and understand that you wil
you can get to your closest worship only to realize that if church and sermon (in which both character's and no matter how hard you hit be okay. It means not being afrai
place of choice. Strange group of religion were like this in real life, actions remind you of stand-up it, the clown face kept flying right to tell her the news in the firs
topics to cover, but witty writing and you'd never miss another Friday comedy routines as opposed to les- back up at you, completely un- place. It means being honest witi
flawless delivery by the unlikely trio night, Sunday morning or holy day sons about the Torah, Bible and big scathed as if you had not just each other and living in and lov
of characters makes this movie again, eternal questions) after he realized knocked the crap out of it. Kind ing the fact that we all get angr)
something I just had to tell you And somewhere mixed into the the importance of putting faith in of the same idea. with and joyous for each other.
about. quips about God's unjust juxtapo- other people. Anna Banana But I digress, and so, here's It's faith. Trust that your mon

But, this isn't just a quick-catch- sition of confirmation and coming (Elfman) drove the point home ear- what I've got: a new definition of is your mom and she will love you
this-movie-it's-about-religion re- of age and the awkward voice- lier to the rabbi, and after the faith that entails trust. Okay, so broke, jobless little behind becaus
view or anything. There's also changing years and the AME choir knucklehead finally gets it, the true you could have all told me that she's supported you this long
Dogma, Stigmata, and the ever dis- bursting in with a healthy chorus of theme of the movie crawls out and there were some trust issues going Trust that your friends honestl)
turbing classic, Agnes of God. There the Eloheinu, you hear thoughts and grabs you. on underneath the faith thing. But are your friends, regardless if you
are enough well-done movies skirt- phrases that you want to jot down At this point, the column shifts I mean something a little different, ever talk to them again aftej
ing religious precepts filling for your bigger life plan file. from the review to the underlying I mean that there is a smaller bit graduation or if you end up in th
Blockbuster's shelves. God has be- Both members of the two-man theme - Keeping the Faith advises of faith that exists in which you all, same apartment complex together
come a pretty hot movie topic. But God squad have their moments. For that in order to believe in a higher as part of this Rhodes community, It is funny how life turns out.
there is something about the sappy, Norton, the quotable moment power, you first must believe in have been participating. And plus, for a Friday nigh
romantic take on Keeping the Faith, comes in one of his early sermon yourself, your community, your Faith can be the big, scary trust with not much to do...it's a good
that like Stiller and Norton's bits. The writers manage to parlay friends, and in the true fashion of in the unknown that guides eter- find at the movie store.

Professors need to be graded too, you know
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BoB COLEMAN
YOU SAY
YOU WANT A
REVOLUTION?

Everybody at this school has
done it a couple of times, and most
people have done it a lot since they
were freshmen.

What am I talking about? I'm
talking about filling out those won-
derful professor performance evalu-
ations that get passed around on one
of the last two days of class. I used
to dismiss this as just some free time
to play around and be sarcastic be-
fore the real class started, but over
the years I've come to appreciate it
for what it is. It's judgement, and
it's judgement by YOU of THEM,
instead of other way around.

And you know what? I love it. I
love every bit of it. There's a certain
satisfaction that I get from turning
the tables on professors that give me

butterflies in my stomach. I like
looking at each question and think-
ing back to the class and trying to
find all the pros and cons necessary
to fill out the form. I usually take
up to 20 minutes to fill it out, de-
pending on the professor. But in
order to fill it out right, I have to be
prepared. I have to think about my
professor beforehand. Otherwise,
it's pointless. So this is the way I do
it.

A friend of mine once put it this
way. There are two aspects of every
professor you will ever have. The
first aspect is mastery of and enthu-
siasm for the material. How good is
your professor at what he or she
teaches? Does he/she make me want
to learn about it? Do I respect this
professor as a teacher of this mate-
rial? Does he/she even try?

The second aspect is enthusiasm
towards the students. Does the pro-
fessor seem dedicated to helping me
achieve a good grade in the class?
Does he/she take time to help me?

Is he/she friendly towards ques-
tions? Does he/she even respect me?
These are all important questions
that should be answered before I
make a judgement on a professor.
Some of them may seem arbitrary,
but all of them are important.

The quality of a professor and
how well I do in a class are directly
proportional. I have a tendency to
want to learn more, to contribute to
the whole, to impress the professor
more if I think that he or she is a
good professor. My enthusiasm for
the material increases with their en-
thusiasm. It's a two-way street.
When a professor shows an open
dislike for material (hey, it's hap-
pened) and doesn't show up for class
on a regular basis, then I won't
bother to care, either.

I still have fond memories of a
particularly bad professor walking
into class with steam coming out
of her ears, informing us that,"Yes,
we had to take the midterm" and
"No, she was NOT pregnant." This

professor had alienated and pissed
off her class enough that appar-
ently someone had e-mailed her
and asked when her due date was.
That still makes me laugh to this
day. It makes me laugh because
she was a horrible professor, and
we shouldn't have had to take the
midterm; and she probably knew
it. You can guarantee that she read
about it when she read my evalua-
tion.

On the whole, the professors
here at Rhodes are a wonderful lot.
The few that I have had the privi-
lege to seriously enjoy (Krosnes,
Jilg, Hilgart, Shade, Doug Smith,
Morrell, LaRosa, Pittman,
Conroy-Goldman, etc.) are ones
that I will remember thirty years
from now.

They're the ones I will take
time out of my day to talk to and
ask how they're doing, how their
classes are, and other questions
that I would only really ask my
friends. They are the professors

that I care about, because they
cared about me. And possibly
most important, they are the ones
that I will recommend uncondi-
tionally to other people. There's
no greater compliment than that
of a recommendation.

Everyone else is just fodder for
the Rhodes Tenure Grinder of
Death, as far as I'm concerned. So
when you're filling out your Pro-
fessor Evaluation Forms here
shortly, (I forget their real name,
and I'm not a dedicated enough
columnist to find out), take them
seriously.

Hey, I'm as happy as you are
that there's free time during class,
but you have to take it seriously.
It's your duty to give a bad evalu-
ation to all the crappy professors
that are giving the good professors
a bad name. It's your one chance
to tell your professor the truth and
not be penalized for it.

For the love of all that's holy,
don't waste it.
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Hey Dems, pass the tax cut that will help the most
By David Crouch
Staff Writer

Unless you've been vacationing on the moon for the past
month, you know that the US economy isn't doing so well (to
put it lightly). This has made the debate over President Bush's
tax cut plan more urgent, more controversial, and probably
much more complicated than it otherwise would have been.
As usual on Capitol Hill, partisan squabbling has made com-
promise near impossible. The Democrats claim that the plan
is tilted too heavily to the rich and won't do much to alleviate
the economic slowdown. They favor a more immediate tax
cut that is targeted toward the lower and middle classes. Most
Republicans believe that Bush's plan is exactly the medicine
that the ailing economy needs to recover, and would even like
to make the rate cuts retroactive for all brackets, but fear accu-
sations of fiscal irresponsibility from the opposition. Demo-
crats have used their self-proclaimed fiscal responsibility to
denounce the plan. The first part of the plan has passed the
House where the Republicans have a slight majority, but it will
face much more close scrutiny in the evenly divided Senate.
Democrats are almost completely in agreement that the plan
needs to be altered severely before they vote for it. Even some
Republicans in the Senate have reservations about the extent
and content of the proposal, which includes across-the-board
federal income tax cuts, a repeal of the Estate Tax, and a repeal
of the provision in the federal tax code that requires married
couples to pay more in taxes jointly than they would individu-
ally. The tax cut estimatedly will cost the federal treasury $1.6
trillion of the projected $5.6 trillion surplus over the next 10
years. Compromise will definitely be necessary because Demo-
crats will almost certainly have the necessary 40 votes to fili-
buster the bill given its current makeup. Many arguments have
been made for and against the bill in recent weeks, and several
"compromise" measures have been proposed. I intend to ex-
plain some of the political maneuvering that is taking place,
shed some light on the present economic situation, and show
that the president's proposed tax cut (with some minor ad-
justments) is necessary, and that opponents of the plan only
oppose it for purely ideological reasons that have nothing to
do with what is best for the country.

The main argument that opponents use to criticize the plan
is that it is tilted too heavily towards the rich at the expense of
the poor. This is definitely not a new argument. In fact, Vice
President Gore based his whole campaign on this theme of
class warfare and "divide and conquer politics". Opponents
point out that 43% of the benefits of the cut will go to the top
1% of tax payers. However, this assertion is misleading be-
cause it attributes the benefits of the estate tax repeal to own-
ers of large estates, who in reality can't enjoy them because
they will be dead. These benefits should be attributed to the
recipients of the estates, who may or may not be in the top 1%.
Another thing that opponents don't tell you is that the
president's tax cut plan actually increases the top bracket's share
of the tax burden in percentage terms, cutting taxes progres-
sively with the top bracket receiving the smallest percentage
cut (from 39.6% to 33%) and the lowest bracket receiving the
largest percentage cut (from 15% to 10%), the latter retroac-
tively to the beginning of this year no less. But all opponents
tend to focus on is the nominal dollar value of tax cuts for
each bracket. Of course those taxpayers that pay the most in-
come taxes are going to benefit the most (in nominal dollar
terms) from an across-the-board rate reduction. The only way
to make the tax cut completely fair in nominal dollar terms is
to give a higher refund to those that pay very little, if anything,
in income taxes in the first place (which we already do to a
limited extent in the Earned Income Tax Credit) and to cut the
middle bracket rates-to single digits. The result would be a tax
system in which the incentives of upward income mobility are
severely diminished especially for wage earners, many of whom
would be punished for working overtime hours. The only other

alternative is to cut employer-withheld payroll taxes which form
the bulk of the tax burden on the poor. This is what many
Democrats propose to do, but with a twist: instead of cutting
payroll taxes (which would accelerate the bankruptcy of the
Social Security trust fund that depends on them) they would
increase the aforementioned Earned Income Tax Credit to serve
as a payroll tax rebate for low-end tax payers, redistributing
wealth downward. This proposal would increase the rebate to
many people that pay payroll taxes but no income taxes. It is
presumably based on the argument that the payroll tax is an
unfair tax imposed on the poor, and that many of the people
that pay this tax (especially low-income minority individuals
whose life expectancy is relatively low) will never see the prom-
ised future benefits of Social Security, so it's only fair to give
them their money back now. If this argument is valid, and I
think it is, then why not privatize Social Security and stop rip-
ping these people off? But that's a different issue.

Another recent proposal is to give an immediate $300 re-
bate to all taxpayers regardless of the amount or type of federal
taxes paid. In terms of percentage of taxes paid, this proposal
is tilted way toward the low end of the tax spectrum. The idea
behind both of these Democratic proposals is that putting some
money back into the pockets of lower income workers right
away will give the economy a much-needed boost because these
recipients will probably spend most of the money they get back.
This is not a bad idea as a part of a comprehensive rate cut, but
by itself it is incomplete, and it doesn't pump much more (if
any more at all) immediate assistance into the economy than
the tax relief bill that has already passed the House. In effect,
all this plan does is sever the retroactive lowest bracket rate cut
part of the current bill and implement it separately. By sever-
ing this measure from the overall bill and passing it off as an
emergency measure to bolster consumer confidence, Demo-
crats are trying to get their way without having to compro-
mise. That way when it comes time to talk about tax relief for
those who pay the bulk of income taxes in the first place, they
can still oppose it on principle, saying that the previous tax cut
was just an emergency measure to stimulate demand. They
could attack any later upper-end tax cut bill even more vigor-
ously because it really wouldn't have much for the low-end tax
payers. I suppose this is what Democrats call bipartisanship.

Politics aside, if the tax cut ends up being targeted toward
low- and middle-income tax payers, then the economic out-
come will not be as good as if it is a true across-the-board cut.
The fact is consumer spending is not the problem. In the fourth
quarter of 2000 consumer spending increased by well over 4%
and in the current
quarter it is above
3%. Consumer EXpress your opin
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tech boom of the late
90s when a lot of
people spent a lot of
money that they
only thought they
had. The dramatic A supplement to Sou'weste
deceleration in con- on issues of national and g]
sumer spending has
hurt the stock mar- are encouraged to write on
ket badly, but in economic, cultural, or polit
terms of the overall All Rhodents are welcome 1
health of the
economy, consumer
spending is not the Interested? E-mail Tre
problem. The prob-
lem is the huge ex-

ions in...

)rum
r news coverage focusing
obal importance. Students
pressing scientific,
ical topics.
to participate.

ey Thacher at THAFB.

cess in industrial capacity and inventory pileups (especially in
the technology sector where companies anticipated continu-
ously high increases in sales like we saw in the late 1990s) that
would require phenomenal increases in consumer spending to
alleviate. The often harsh solution to this problem in the short
term is layoffs and widespread inventory discounts. The mere
60 billion dollars in tax cuts that the Democratic proposed re-
bate would offer just isn't going to do the trick. Besides, any
benefits it would have would be temporary considering it's a
one-time deal. The problem lies on the investment side. Tril-
lions of dollars of invested wealth has disappeared in the burst-
ing of the technology stock bubble, so investors are wary of
investing more money in the face of the current uncertainty.
The resulting risk aversion has and will continue to slow the
growth of new jobs because of the lack of capital available for
new startups and expansion of existing firms. Perhaps more
significant is the technological progress that will not occur be-
cause of capital shortage. So, while low-end tax cuts (which
are both necessary and well-deserved) increase consumer
spending, sustainable growth of the economy requires the sup-
ply side benefits and increases in risk taking that tax cuts for
the upper end would bring as well. These supply side benefits
include lower interest rates from increased saving, more avail-
able capital from increased investment, and higher after-tax
returns for small businesses. This is why all tax payers should
get back a significant amount of the taxes that they pay in this
time of surpluses.

One way to provide supply side benefits without losing
much, if any, tax revenue is to cut the capital gains tax rate.
This would help the stock market by increasing after-tax re-
turns on stocks, which, as we have seen, can stimulate con-
sumer spending as well. It would also almost certainly pay for
itself and then some because of the direct linkage between the
immediate effect of such a cut (higher returns) and the in-
come base on which the tax is levied (profits from sale of stock).
Fortunately, a capital gains tax cut can no longer be called a tax
cut for the rich because no longer are the rich the only people
that have a stake in the stock market. Like it or not, the stock
market now affects everyone-indirectly or directly.

Instead of squabbling about who gets what in the upcom-
ing tax cut, politicians should do what is fair and good for the
nation as a whole. This means a front loaded, across-the-board
tax cut for all tax payers. It simply makes sense. In the end,
this will be good for the pqoliticians also because they will be
able to share the credit for economic prosperity instead of plac-
ing the blame for an ugly recession.
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Humanitarian to speak on situation in Iraq
Focus of forum primarily on effects of UN sanctions

By Amy Holcombe
Contributing Writer

On Tuesday, April 3 rd, the In-
ternational House and Model UN
will sponsor an open forum about
UN Sanctions on Iraq.

Professor Kaltenthaler,
Rhodes Asssociate Professor of In-
ternational Studies and Ceylon
Mooney, representing the Hu-
manitarian Action Collective
(HuAC), will lead the discussion,
which will take place in the Orgill
Room at 9:00 p.m.

Mooney traveled to Iraq from
January 1 4

h - 
19 ", with a delegation

of 45 as part of the Iraq Sanctions
Challenge.

The delegation was organized
by the International Action Cen-
ter, founded by former U.S. Attor-
ney General Ramsey Clark. The
delegation broke UN sanctions by
bringing $2 million of antibiotics
and school supplies into Iraq.

HuAC is a collection of indi-
viduals working to end war against
Iraq, which is still under way
through UN sanctions and con-
tinuing air strikes. HuAC works
to do this through petitions, con-
tacting congresspersons, and con-
ducting non-violent direct action.
They also participate in grassroots
outreach to educate the public

through speeches and discussions.
Mooney became interested in

the situation in Iraq while taking
a contemporary religious thought
class at CBU that focused on
Christian peacemaking and war.
Mooney said, "Non-violent action
permits a person to be free of con-
flicting morals and practices. How
can you work against violence,
when committing acts of violence
oneself?"

The January bombing in Iraq
which occurred outside the UN
"no-fly zones" is just one bom-
bardment out of hundreds which
have occurred on an average of
one every three days for the past
five years.

The targets of regular UN
bombardments are often farms
and civilian homes. Iraqi citizens
also daily face the hardships of liv-
ing ten years under sanctions. A
1998 UN report found that 5,000
Iraqi children die each month as a
result of the sanctions, and the
World Food Organization and
UNICEF report that over one mil-
lion people have died as a direct
result of sanctions.

According to the UN, sanc-
tions on Iraq are the most compre-
hensive trade embargo in history.
Mooney stated, "It is a 'zero-tol-
erance' method implemented
without any consideration to civil-
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ian population."
The UN imposes sanctions to

prevent Saddam Hussein from re-
assembling his army. Critics
counter that sanctions have done
little to harm Hussein, and have
resulted in isolating and destroy-
ing a generation. Many supplies,
including pencils, are blocked be-
cause they are considered "dual
use," meaning they could be used
for creating weapons or for their
original purpose.

While traveling in Iraq with
the delegation, Mooney spoke and
interacted with many Iraqi people.

He said, "I found myself, an
American, a foreigner from the
enemy country, in the midst of the
Iraqi people who are bombed
regularly by my government, and
in the shadow of these air strikes,
the Iraqi people welcomed me.
The Iraqi people are aware of the
stereotype of Arabs as being ter-
rorists, though they differentiate
between the American people and
the U.S. government. They wel-
comed me to their country, yet
they condemn my government for
waging war against them."

The Rhodes community is in-
vited to learn more about the situ-
ation in Iraq on Tuesday.
Kaltenthaler and Mooney will each
speak for approximately fifteen
minutes, followed by an open dis-
cussion. Mooney said, "Please
bring your questions and skepti-
cism so that all present can learn
by an informative and involved
discussion."

Those interested in getting in-
volved are encouraged to attend
the Rally to End the War against
Iraq on April 7'h, at the Civic Plaza
on Main Street from 2-6 p.m. Sev-
eral bands will perform, including
The People's War, Pezz, and singer/
guitarist Joey Mullinix.

Mooney and Jonathan Lee or-
ganized the event in support of the
Remembering Omran Bus Tour.

The Omran Bus is a school bus
converted into a Gulf War exhibit
that is traveling across the coun-
try to collect supplies and money
for the citizens of Iraq. For more
information, consult the following
websites: www.unicef.org,
www.iacenter.org,
www.nonviolence.org/vitw, and the
UN website.

Speakers will include Dr. Nabil
Bayakly of the University of Mem-
phis and the speakers on the Bus
Tour.

Photo by Ceylon Mooney
Ceylon Mooney, a member of the Humanitarian Action Collective,
will be speaking at Rhodes next Tuesday about the plight of Iraqis
as a result of U.S. sanctions. Here, Iraqi children give the interna-
tional gesture for peace.

Camlpus
Safety Log

3/19/01 TO 3/25/01 1

3/19

3/20

3/21
3/22

3/23

3/24

3/25

12:30 a.m. Glassell Hall: Disturbance complaint-one
visitor removed from room.

1:46 p.m. Trezevant Hall: Fire Alarm-checked okay,
smoke detector activated from popcorn.

12:20 a.m. Evergreen Church property-suspicious
persons, followed until out of area.

10:55 p.m. Campus Phone System-temporarily out of
service. Repaired in ten minutes.
NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY REPORTED

8:00 p.m. Burrow Library: Indecent Exposure -Subjec
identified and detained until MPD arrived.
Currently under investigation by the MPD
General Assignment Bureau.

2:30 a.m. Off Campus: Midtown location near
Madison and Belvedere-Rhodes student
reported his vehicle and money stolen
during a reported carjacking incident.

1:10 p.m. Refectory: Larceny of cash left on service
tray-reported to ARAMARK, under
investigation.

1:34 p.m. East Village Construction site: suspicious
person reported-subject left area, checked
okay.

1:30 a.m. Fraternity Row: Alcohol violation issued to
host of visiting student who violated policy.

STATS
ACCESSES: 148
PROPPED DOORS: 7
JUMP STARTS: 1
ALCOHOL VIOLATIONS I
TOWS: 1

VISITORS: 1,913
ESCORTS: 26
CITATIONS: 127
BOOTS: 3
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RAB Announcement: Lineup for 2001 Rites of Spring
By Ana Perez
RAB Chair

The members of the Rhodes
Activities Board announced the
much-anticipated lineup for Rites
of Spring 2001 at Battle of the
Bands on March 16

' h.

Pulling from a wide variety of
music tastes, RAB brings new fla-
vors that have never before
touched the Rites stage. This
year's selections for the yearly tra-
dition will make for a weekend of
talented performances.

Friday, April 6
'h

8:00 p.m.: The Barnburners
This year's Battle of the Bands

Judges' Choice winner, Pure
Bluewater, now The Barnburners,
start Rites off with classic rock in
the form of Led Zeppelin, the
Allman Brothers, and other cover
favorites. The Barnburners re-
cently made their second Rhodes
appearance at Up All Night.

9:00 p.m.: Melky Sedeck
Melky Sedeck introduces the

first R&B group to hit the Rites
stage. Listed as one of the "Best
CDs of the Year from Where I'm
Sitting" on the Daily Page, Melky

Sedeck combines sultry vocals
with earthy rhythms. Brother and
sister of Wyclef Jean, Melky and
Sedeck, who toured with the
Fugees, have been featured in
Muzik and Blues & Soul as being
the future of R&B. (See
www.cdnow.corn.)

10:00 p.m.: Dezeray's Hammer
Dezeray's Hammer "shows a crisp,
buoyant and cohesive style of gui-
tar-based melodic pop that is ...
radio ready." The trio combines a
powerhouse rhythm section with
intense vocals and amazing skill
on the guitar. Upbeat and ener-
getic, Dezeray's Hammer brings to
the stage an energetic close to Fri-
day night's lineup.
(www.dezerayshammer.com)

Saturday, April 7 th
3:00 p.m.: The Dempseys
Rites of Spring bridges Rites to

Play with a fun fifties group, The
Dempseys. A Memphis tradition,
this band frequents Elvis Presley's
Memphis on Beale. Their fifties'
jive will make you want to jump
and wail!

4:00 p.m.: Angry Puppeteers
The People's Choice Battle of the
Bands winner, Angry Puppeteers,

are fresh off the Rock the House
stage. They literally overflow the
stage with guitars, vocals, drums,
tambourines, mandolins, har-
monicas, and bongos. Their enter-
taining originals and energetic
personalities guarantee a good
time for all.

6:00 p.m.: The Stumblers
Not to be underestimated in

their local following, The
Stumblers, who recently opened
for Corey Harris, spread their
sounds of Memphis flavored rock
and blues. They performThursday
nights at the Poplar Lounge.

8:30 p.m.: Mandorico
Mandorico presents an "eight-

man mobile dance party" who has
shared the stage with the likes of
UB40 and Smashmouth.

MTV chose five tracks from
their most recent album to air on
Road Rules and the Real World,
and they have made a number of
television appearances on various
major network talk shows across
the Southeast.

In short, this fusion of Latin,
hip-hop, rock and Caribbean is
earning praise from fans and crit-
ics alike. Atlanta press describes

their music as "a spicy mix that's
guaranteed to get you on your
feet no matter where you're
from." (www.mandorico.com)

10:00 p.m.: Antigone Rising
Saturday's headliner, Antigone

Rising (www.antigonerising.com)
brings a powerful fiery sound as
"one of the ten best indie bands
in the country" as stated by VH-1.
A New York City based band, these
five women "have attitude to spare,
mind you, and they can strike a sonic
pose as well as anybody else"
(Metroland). The first time for Rites
to see an all female rock group,
Antigone Rising impresses the audi-
ence with their ferocious vocals and
smashing guitar riffs.

Sunday, April 9
th

1:00 p.m.: Anne E. DeChant
Annie E. DeChant, Sunday's first

performer, opens the set with her in-
tense songs and striking vocal pres-
ence. Their performance at Lillith Fair
has rendered Annie E. and her folk
acoustic band one of the Northeast's
most talented and promising artists.
Annie's music can be heard at her
website: www.anniedechant.com.

3:00 p.m.: Will Hoge
Will Hoge's bluesy rock and roll

will entertain and close the show
with a bang. He and his band proved
their emerging talent on the music
scene during their performance at
Woodstock '99. Critics have com-
pared him to Bruce Springsteen.
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Out with the old, in with the new I
Hollywood buzz bodes well for upcoming films I

By Christian Masters
Staff Writer

The Academy Awards ceremony
is over, and once again we stand fac-
ing a whole new year of cinema.
Hype and rumor begin their usual
annual assault, and there is plenty
to buzz about. Several
monumentous productions stand
on the horizon, waiting eagerly for
the blockbuster summer season. So
what do we have to look forward to?

Critics have been drooling
readily over the upcoming Johnny
Depp film, Blow. Don't get let the
title get you too excited; this flick
chronicles a drug dealer's rise, and
fall, from fame. Perhaps a little
reminiscent of another recent drug
mockumentary, but this film report-
edly manages to'blow' Traffic out of
the water, with strong supporting
performances by Ray Liotta and
Penelope Cruz and an inspirational
script. The cast and crew have been
enthusiastic about the project for
ages, and recent accolades seem to
support the possibilty of us seeing
this at next year's ceremony. Blow
will be rated R and is set to be re-
leased on April 6t

h.

Remember Paul Hogan? Well,
evidently Paramount Pictures does,
and they've taken the liberty of as-
suming we do too. Crocodile Dundee
in Los Angeles is one of their upcom-
ing offerings, and I am personally
looking forward to seeing how they
manage.

The original Crocodile flicks
were very...'eighties,' but I think we
could do for a good remake. The
story has been kept under wraps, so
there isn't much info out there, but
after a lot of research I concluded
that it involves Dundee going to LA.
Hold your applause. We can expect
the film April 20

'" .

Just in time for the holidays,
May begins with another sequel, The
Mummy Returns, and will end with
the spectacular war-action flick
Pearl Harbor. Adventure buffs en-
joyed Brendan Fraser's adrenaline-
packed feature, The Mummy, and,
hopefully, there is more of the same
in its sequel.

The Mummy Returns sees the in-
clusion of WWF star The Rock as
well as updated visual effects; and
the plot, which will probably stand
secondary to the action, involves
Fraser's son and the return of the
villian, Imhotep.

On the other end of the spec-

trum is Pearl Harbor, which illus-
trates the historical Japanese attack
on American soil, which encouraged
our involvement in World War II.
This movie will be amazing; a brief
glance at the cast list, which is dot-
ted with the likes of Ben Affleck,
Cuba Gooding Jr., and Alec
Baldwin, shows why. With Michael
Bay, the director of The Rock and Ar-
mageddon, on the scene, we can ex-
pect plenty of testosterone, a love
story or two, and plenty of patriotic
hoopla.

You've heard of Angelina Jolie,
right? You know, the woman that
was making out with her brother at
last year's Oscars? Well, if you
haven't had enough of her, we get
to see Jolie on June 15'

h as Lara Croft
in Tomb Raider, the cinematic real-
ization of a popular video game se-
ries of the same name. Anyone
who's played the game should know
what to expect: a lot of action and
huge, erm, appendages. July, how-
ever, is the real goody bag, with three
potential blockbusters to choose
from: Scary Movie 2, Jurassic Park 3,
and Planet of the Apes.

Last year's runaway success was
Scary Movie, a perverted but hilari-
ous spoof of pretty much every-
thing. The Wayans brothers make
the rounds again, but besides a cast
list, what can we really expect?
Probably nothing within the bounds
of human decency.

Dinosaurs have never really
cared much for humans or decency,
as witnessed in Jurassic Park and Ju-
rassic Park 2: The Lost World. While
these movies were derived from
succesful novels by Michael
Crichton, Jurassic Park 3 is based on
an idea of Steven Spielberg's. Let's
hope it works out; the movie is
shrouded in secrecy and no scrump-
tious tidbits have escaped.

Another sci-fi thriller to look
forward to is Planet of the Apes. Set
for release on July 2 7

'
h, this feature

is neither a sequel nor a remake of
the 1973 classic, but goes on a
seperate path. It involves some
stranded humans, spearheaded by
Mark Wahlberg, who battle territo-
rial apes (lead by Michael Clark
Duncan). Apes is directed by Tim
Burton, most recently noted for
Sleepy Hollow, and this should be a
succesful follow-up.

Finally, we have the two films
which I forsee as being definitve in
this year's cinema. On November

16 ", J.K. Rowling's book Harry Pot-

ter and the Sorcerer's Stone will be
realized in a movie of the same
name. This fantasy concerns the
adventures of a boy named Harry
Potter, following his realization that
he is not a normal human, or
'Muggle,' but a famous wizard.

The novel and its sequels have
amazing atmosphere and they've
topped best-seller lists, which
should add to their bankability.
None of that, however, compares to
Lord of the Rings: Fellowship of the
Ring, which will see release late in
December. New Line Cinema has
spent years recreating J.R.R.
Tolkien's imaginative world of
Middle Earth, and current technol-
ogy should allow them to encom-
pass his popular trilogy.

The plot concerns the adventure
of a band of heroes who are on a
quest to destroy a magical ring. Lord
of the Rings basically created the
foundation for the fantasy genre,
and 'Tolkienites' everywhere have
dedicated countless web space to
following the production's every
move. All the hype seems positive.
Fantasy, in my opinion, is
underrepresented in cinema, and
these two movies will hopefully
bring something new and unique to
the genre.

So, there you have it: the films
we should see in 2001. Unlike last
year's generic titles, today we seem
to be seeing some truly inspiring
products. Let us hope it is a trend
to be continued.

' ,Professor Conroy-oldmcan's
Picks of the Week

First-year professor Melanie Conroy-Goldman waxes
anthropological on some mystifying Rhodes traditions.

Day 47-
Tribes in constant warfare. Recently, "hula skirts" have be-

gun appearing on the sacred statues. "Happy-face-cowboy" rides
the revered lynx. I fear the worst. The tribes will decimate each
other. Soon, the precious knowledge will be lost. Frantically, I try
to catalogue some of the more bizarre terms and ceremonies.

1. "Pre-Party": apparently, young members of the tribe lack
sufficient social skills to drink without having first drunk.
"Pre-party" refers to a small gathering that precedes a large
gathering, wherein the courage is raised for the large event
through the consumption of spirits.

2. "Candlelight": when a female member of a tribe receives a
significant portion of her dowry, other female members will
gather around her and pass a flame, which is thought to
possess magical powers to bind a man to a woman, and even
to impregnate!

3. "YBS-MLS": "YBS" is the ceremonial title of an older fe-
male in the tribe during a yearly mock-courtship with a
younger initiate, "MLS." "YBS" engages in elaborate public
displays of affection, generally more tender than those dis
played by sanctioned male-female couples. Identity of"YBS"
remains anonymous, perhaps to prevent the crossing of ta-
boo boundaries?

4."Drinking Jenga": still don't understand. Natives try to ex-
plain, but I fear my cultural limitations make it impossible
for me to grasp the metaphysical concepts involved.

5. "Rites of Spring": sources conflict. Either a drinking
ceremony with music (much like our'mardi gras'), or a
punishing festival of austerity (much like'lent' or 'ramadan'),
or a wholesome gathering that celebrates moderation (like
Woodstock).

Ii

#17, March 28, 2001 Last week's Malco movie pass winner: Andy Seiwell
8 points

At a dinner party were ten guests: Alex, Betty, Claire, Darren, Elvis, Fiona, Grace, Harry,
Irene and Jack. They are to be seated at a circular table in chairs numbered 1 through 10,
but not all get along, so need to be seated in a particular way. Alex (the host) must sit in
chair number 1 with his wife Betty to his right and son Darren to his left. Harry won't sit
next to anyone but Claire and Elvis. Grace can't be seated next to Betty, Claire, or Elvis.
Jack refuses to sit next to Betty, Darren, or Fiona. Irene will sit next to anyone but Betty,
Claire, and Fiona. Elvis refuses to sit next to Betty, Darren or Irene. Fiona won't sit next
to Darren or Grace. Claire refuses to sit next to Fiona. Betty and Darren don't have any
preferences. What seating arrangement should be used to keep everyone happy?

The Rhodes Puzzler is sponsored by the Math/CS Department of Rhodes College. Send your solution (with name!) to
nuyzler@rhodes.edu, or place aWord or text document named "<your name>.doc" in the Puzzler folder located on the
Academic Volume (under Academic Programs), or turn in ahard copy to Kennan Shelton, 318 Ohlendorf. All solutions
must be received by 5:00 p.m. Saturday. A weekly winner will -be randomly chosen to receive two free movie passes,
domted by Malco Theatres. Semester winners will each receive gift certificates for dinner at Zinnie's East. For a complete
set of rules, see the Rhodes Puzzler homepage at ht tp: / /www. r thcs. rhodes. edu /puz zler. html.
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MOSAIC Week: Effecting Diversity on Campus
By Aaron Tucker support for, and commitment to, cational events for the campus and this week, and the numerous the prom with him, and I ac-
Staff Writer President Troutt's goal of diversi- to the campus." events/programs throughout the cepted. None of my classmates

This is the fourth year of MO- fying the campus community. The future seems bright for year, to learn about the view- thought anything of this, because
SAIC Week, but the first year for Midu Bagrodia is the student this week to continue to expand points, philosophies, and tradi- they knew Trevor and me;
its new name. Previously known leader behind the entire week and and meet even more support from tions of other cultures. While and they knew we were friends.
as Multicultural Affairs Program- has put a lot of effort into making the entire community. Though the Rhodes is not yet the perfect ex- When I began to tell other people
ming (MAP) Week, this expanded this expanded view of MOSAIC week is already halfway over, the ample of a diverse campus, as the who my prom date was, I encoun-
week now includes events in which process is gradual, programs such tered personally for the first time
everyone can participate each as MOSAIC Week are valuable in the prejudices that existed in my
night of the week. Cheryl Garner, This week is not just another multicultural event." the promotion of cultural educa- community. Individuals, all
the Director of Multicultural Af- tion and acceptance. adults that were working at our
fairs, has expressed her hope that Lisa Sheehan prom, were the first to raise an
this week will allow everyone to Diversity Group eyebrow at us. When we came to
see and experience different cul- Week a reality. Besides the goal of students, faculty, and staff of get our picture taken, there was
tures and ideas. creating an awareness and new ap- Rhodes is encouraged to come and Student Account of visible surprise on the

This is Ms. Garner's first year preciation of diversity, Midu is enjoy the final enriching and en- Diversity: photographer's face that he and I
in the position that was vacant for hoping that the events will illus- lightening days of MOSAIC Week. My experiences with diversity had come together. We had a
the 1999-2000 academic year. She trate more than just racial differ- have been few and far between, wonderful time, and one of those
believes that this week will accom- ences. She hopes that MOSAIC Diversity Opportunities limited mostly to summer camps pictures is on my bulletin board
plish one of her main goals here Week will show that "everyone has and the college environment. I full of high school memories
at Rhodes by promoting aware- something special and unique to On Campus: grew up in a small, fairly rural hanging in my dorm room.
ness, inclusion, and pluralism on offer from their own unique expe- The great opportunities that community in North Carolina I greatly value the experiences
campus. This exposure will allow riences." exist at Rhodes do not necessarily that, as far as I knew, was predomi- that I have had since coming to
people to gain an appreciation for She sees the expansion of this end in the classroom or on the ath- nantly if not almost entirely Rhodes and being introduced to
diversity and understand its im- week from merely a one-day spec- letic field. As a student, I have ac- white. I was not exposed to a great people of different cultures and
portance on campus. tator event to seven nights of par- cess to multiple organizations deal of other cultures, and attend- creeds. Yet I am also surprised at

Ms. Garner says that the activi- ticipatory events and discussions dedicated to understanding and ing a private school only exacer- the reaction that my prom picture
ties are planned in a way that as being the strongest and most in- celebrating the various cultures bated the situation. The minority continues to get, even from my fel-
"people will come out for enter- tense effort to accomplish bring- represented by other Rhodes stu- students at my school could al- low Rhodes students. I wish I
tainment and learn about impor- ing diversity out to the forefront. dents. Organizations such as Di- most be counted on two hands, could tell you how many times I've
tant issues and principles in the She wants to stress the fact that versity Group, R.I.C.E., BSA, and they were mostly Indian with been asked, "Was this your date?"
process." The week is also an ef- this week is not "just another A.S.I.A., and numerous other
fort to get the faculty and staff in- multicultural event," but rather is groups offer the Rhodes commu-
volved in order to show their a "presentation of social and edu- nity the chance to experience vari- When I began to tell other people who my prom

ous cultural beliefs and practices
that differ from their own cul- date was, I encountered personally for the first time

T A ~ L~|T~ .-}n] tures. should not be about the prejudices that existed in my community.ni k -r jV d " N R Diversity should not be about

By Mary Knauer
Staff Writer

One of thenewest additions to
the Cooper-Young area is Black
Lodge Video, a small, indepen-
dently owned video store. Own-
ers Matthew Martin and Bryan
Hogue have turned their collec-
tion of unique movies into a film
library available for rentals. Mar-
tin feels that "film as a whole is
defined by all its parts," and thus
they have a wide array of movies,
ranging from foreign, classic, and
independent films to sci-fi, cult,
and drug flicks. They are the sole
possessors of rentable copies of
the Memphis-written, -directed,
and -produced The Poor and Hun-
gry, which won't be available else-
where until mid-summer at the
earliest.

The small business isn't out to
beat Blockbuster; there's no way
to outdo big businesses with its big
name contacts. What Martin and
Hogue want to do is share their
love of film study. The store is"fo-
cused on learning film," Martin
says, and is set up to guide you

through your own study. A glance
around the red velvet-bordered
room reveals interest-piquing top-

ics such as: Sexploitation and
Erotica; B-Movies and the Drive-
In Legacy; and Conspiracy, Con-
fusion, and Chaos. They also have
the only African-American and
lesbian film collections in the city.

Open only since Halloween of
last year, Black Lodge Video is
growing quickly. They will start
renting DVDs next month. Rent-
als range from $1.99 to $3.99, de-
pending on the uniqueness and
availability of the movie. They're
open from 12p.m.-10p.m. Sunday
through Thursday and 12:00p.m.-
12:00a.m. Friday and Saturday.
Bring a credit or check card, be-
cause you have to have one to set
up an account. Swing by, check
out their bizarre selection, take a
seat on the couch, have a cigarette,
and chat with the owners about
some really cool movies that
you've never even heard of. You
can rent them at a reasonable rate
and for once you can really "go
home happy."

filling a quota. Rather it should
be about creating an environment
in which people from different
cultures can learn from, and
about, one another. This is an ex-
citing time to be able to witness,
as well as participate in, the pro-
cess of diversifying the campus
community in ways that focus not
just on race, but also on social,
economic, religious, and cultural
differences.

Rhodes students should take
advantage of the opportunities

only 5 or 6 African American and
Asian American students. As I got
older I became more aware of this
discrepancy, and the administra-
tion of the school made attempts
to change it. These efforts were
effecting changes, if small ones.

One of the African American
students that came to the school
was Trevor, a guy in my class, and
we gradually became friends.
Then he asked if I wanted to go to

because that would mean it was a
small enough number to count. I
am inclined to think that if I can
come from a fairly prejudiced
background and still keep an open
mind, then anyone can. I espe-
cially hope that my fellow Rhodes
students can, because such an at-
titude could only serve to enrich
our community.

Margaret Love
International House

Speaker to deliver personal message about DUI
By Drew Hughes
Editor-In-Chief

Mark Sterner shares his per-
sonal DUI experience with Rhodes
students on Monday, April 2

"d, at
7 p.m. in the McCallum Ballroom
of the BCLC. Sterner lost three of
his best friends in a one-car auto
accident when he drove under the
influence of alcohol during a 1994
spring break in Florida.

Three months before his col-
lege graduation, Sterner was sen-
tenced to three years in prison.
During his incarceration and since

his 1996 release, Sterner has spo-
ken to over 300,000 students about
his experience. For his work, the
Southern Florida Optimist Club
awarded him its Community Ser-
vice award.

Students should be aware that
Sterner's presentation will be emo-
tionally powerful, featuring video
of him and his three friends just
before the accident and photos of
the car after the crash.

Sterner's presentation marks
the first availability of the wrist-
bands required for admission to

Rites of Spring. To further pro-
mote attendance, free food will be
available following the presenta-
tion, and student groups who have
the highest member turnout, in
numbers and percentage, will re-
ceive a $50 Albertson's gift certifi-
cate. Students in attendance will
also be eligible for several give-
aways.

Sterner's presentation is spon-
sored by the Programming Com-
mittee, IFC, and PAN and is funded
by a grant from the Tennessee
Governor's Highway Safety Office.
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Tennis sweeps SCAC foes
By Bryan Baker
Business Manager

Both the men and women's ten-
nis teams went two for two this past
weekend against familiar conference
foes Millsaps and Centre. Unfortu-
nately, early morning rain on Satur-
day forced the cancellation of a
scheduled rematch with Hendrix.

The men got off to a great start
in their "I match against Centre by
yet again capturing the doubles
point. In singles play, the Lynx did
not let up whatsoever in cruising to
wins in all six matches. The Colo-
nels were clearly overmatched by
their Lynx counterparts, and a 12 h

Rhodes victory was never in ques-
tion.

On Sunday, however, the Lynx
faced a much stronger Millsaps team.
In years past, the match has been
hotly contested and Sunday's match
was no different. From the first point
of doubles it was evident that the
Majors were not to be taken lightly.
Despite some heated interactions
between players on both sides, the
Lynx won the coveted doubles point
for the 15'h time out of 16 matches
this season. IThis success in doubles
is a far cry from the past few seasons

in which the men had struggled to
win the doubles point in even half

of their matches.
Rhodes' number one doubles

team of Andy Campbell ('03) and
Duncan Howell ('03) has become a
force to be reckoned with. They have
lost only one Division III match this
year and could possibly qualify for
national doubles competition as
well.

Millsaps had three very tough
players at the top singles positions and
so it was imperative that the Lynx
capitalize on their strength at 4,h, 5 'h,

and 6th singles. As it turned out, the
Lynx won all but one singles match
on their way to a 6-1 victory.

These two wins propelled the Lynx
to a 13-3 overall record (5-1 SCAC).
Omitting the two Division II matches
that the Lynx have played, the men are
12-2 against Division III competition.
The men hope to continue their success
and pick up two more wins this week-
end when they travel south to take on
Mississippi College and Delta State.

The women enjoyed the same
success against Millsaps and Centre
that the men did. The Lady Lynx
had no trouble sweeping both teams
by a margin of 9-0. The women,

unlike the men, count each doubles
match as a single point. These vic-
tories brought the Lady Lynx's win
total to eleven, against only one loss.

While the focus this season has
been on the men's attempt to gain a
bid to Nationals, the women are
headed in that direction as well. The
Lady Lynx qualified for Nationals
last year and finished among the top
16 in the country.

The women must keep up their win-
ning ways and finish the season with
some quality victories in order to gar-
ner a second consecutive bid to Nation-
als.

The possibility also exists that
the women may be able to have
postseason representation in either
singles or doubles competition.

The top three singles players for
the women, Kathryn Baker ('02),
Kasey Sweeney ('01), and Jamie Gra-
ham ('02), all have won at least ten
matches apiece.

A strong performance against
tough South region opponents at
Sweetbriar over Rites of Spring
weekend, followed by a good show-
ing at the SCAC Spring Festival,
should allow the women to continue
their season well into May.

Rhodes track excels at Emory Invitational
By Kosta Dalageorgas
Staff Writer

This past weekend the Rhodes
Track and Field team competed at
the Emory University Invitational in
Atlanta, Georgia. The competition
at the meet included many outstand-
ing Division III teams from all over
the country. There were many sig-
nificant and breakthrough perfor-
mances recorded at the meet by Lynx
athletes.

On the men's team, there were
strong performances recorded by
members of all the various squads
that compose the team. William
Henry ('01) led the sprinter corps
with running an outstanding 100-
meter race to win the event. Henry
also ran a leg of the 4x400 meter re-
lay. Rod Bailey ('04) ran a tough race
in the 200-meter dash to place elev-
enth overall in the event. He also
placed sixth in the final of the 100-
meter dash.

David Allen ('04) ran an out-
standing leg of the 4x100 meter re-
lay and helped the Rhodes team to
win the event. Allen also had an out-
standing day in the area of field
events, winning the long jump with
a leap of 23 feet, 8 3/4 inches. Other
strong marks recorded in field events
were by John Hamilton ('03) who
finished sixth in the pole vault com-

petition, and Nick Yatsula ('04) who
finished fifth in the discus throw.

Among the distance corps,
Virren Malhotra ('01) and Kosta

Dalageorgas ('01) ran strong races
in the 10,000 meter-run, as they fin-

ished ninth and thirteenth, respec-
tively. Team captain Malhotra set a
personal best time in the event. John
Knight ('02) had two strong perfor-
mances in the 5000-and 1500-meter

runs, respectively. He finished fifth
in the 5000-and fourteenth in the
1500-meter run, and ran personal

bests for the season in both events.
Joel Harris ('03) and Patrick

LaRochelle ('02) came in ninth and

tenth in the 3000-meter steeple-

chase. In the middle distance events,
Bill Harrison ('03) ran an amazing
800-meter race to finish with an all-
time personal best time of 1:57.20

and a sixth place finish. Nate
Mitchell ('02), who has the most
speed of any of the middle distance
runners ran a 50.96 in the 400-meter

dash and finished in eighth place.
There were also many strong

performances of note recorded by
the women's team. Ellie Bernardi
('04) had outstanding races in the
100-and 200-meter-dashes to defeat

the competition and win both races.
Natalie Bingham ('04) came in elev-
enth in the 400-meter-dash to round
out the strong performances by the

sprinting corps.
In the field events, Hannah

Miller ('01), a newcomer to the track
team, threw 32 feet, 9 1/2 inches in
the shot put to finish twelveth over-
all in the competition. Bailey
Nichols's ('04) tenth-place finish in
the triple jump complemented
Miller's achievement in the shot put
and capped the top performances in
the field events from the meet.

Among the distance athletes,
Lauren Glas ('03) ran a strong 5000-
meter-run, to finish twelveth overall
in the event. Katie Castille ('02) ran
a determined 3000-meter-run, and
she persevered to finish in sixth
place. The most outstanding dis-
tance running performance of the
meet belonged to Amy Paine ('03),
however. She ran a 4:47.70 to finish
third overall in the 1500 meter-run,
and shattered the school record in
the event by ten seconds.

The men's team finished seventh
out of 16 teams with a total of 49
points, while the women came in
seventh out of 14 teams to finish
with a total of 29 points.

The next meet for the Lynx is this
weekend, where together with the
University of Memphis they are
hosting the Rhodes/University of
Memphis Big Cat Classic, which will
be held at the University of Mem-
phis.
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Home horse show a success
By Raven Babcock flat. Tara Krisle ('03) also placed first
Staff Writer in both open flat and open over fences.

On March 17
h, the Rhodes eques- Tara was the high point rider on Sat-

trian team hosted an intercollegiate urday, a high honor that she has en-
horse show for the first time in team joyed numerous times this year. For
history. The show, held at Shelby the first time in at least a decade, the
Showplace Arena, was a tremendous Rhodes equestrian team ousted ten
success for the team and its members. other teams for the High Point Team
Catherine Vanderwerker ('04) com- title.
peted very well in her first show, riding On Sunday, March 18'h, the team
in both novice flat and novice over hosted the region's qualifying competi-
fences. Kathryn Taylor ('03) contin- tion. This was a special honor for the
ued her success in the walk/trot divi- team, particularly because Rhodes has
sion, placing fifth. neverbefore hosted a show. Riders must

In the beginner walk/trot/canter have earned a set number of points in
class, Julie Alford ('04) captured the their division in order to advance to
third place ribbon, and Krysten Ivy regionals. Three Rhodes' competitors
('04) placed second. Each of four rid- reached this point mark and rode again
ers in advanced walk/trot/canter rode on Sunday. Tipton qualified in walk/trot/
very well and placed as follows: Leigh- canter, and next year she will advance
Taylor White ('02) sixth, Raven into novice. This will enable Sarah to
Babcock ('01) third, Sarah Tipton compete in the over fences division as
('03) second, and Jennifer Keirce ('02) well. Lauren Dellinger ('02) placed fifth
first. in intermediate flat in the regionals show.

In her first show, Amanda Click Tara Krisle also competed on Sunday,
('03) won her class in intermediate and placed fourth in open flat.

Paae 9
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Reflections and Retractions
BOB AROL
On the Way Out

And so, another year of the
Rhode'stercomes to a close. And with
it, friends, so closes my reign as Edi-
tor.

I know that many of you are
thinking, "What's the Rhode'ster?
And who is this Bob guy that prints
his columns upside down? And why
should I care?"

The only one of those questions
I can answer succintly is the last: You
shouldn'tcare. "Caring" about some-
thing would be too uncharacteristic
of a Rhodes student.

But perhaps others are thinking,
"Isn't Bob just a junior? Couldn't he
edit again next year?" The answer is
Yes. I am in fact only in my third year
here at Rhodes, and I could conceiv-
ably edit the Rhode'ster for another
two semesters. But alas, the effort is
just too great, the charade too diffi-
cult to maintain. You see, the sad
truth of the matter is this: I, Robert
F. Arnold, can neither read nor write.

As evidence I submit the follow-
ing: a passage that I have typed into
the computer on my own, without
benefit of a typist.

itt is gud to hav a ponni cus wen
yu hav a ponni thin yu can rid it al
around ther is no plase yu cant go
whin yu hav a ponni and nly the
prolum is that yu hav to cleen the
poopi whin the ponni maks the
poopi

Perhaps some of you think that

an enjoyable experience. It's always
nice to see the high regard in which
this publication is held. In one par-
ticularly telling incident, I was being
introduced to a group of alums by
way of a list of accomplishments I
had provided. "Rhode'ster Editor"
was present on the list I submitted,
but, when the list was read, it and it
alone was conspicuously omitted.
True story.

It's also great to hear how many

itt is gud to hav a ponni cus wen yu
hav a ponni thin yu can rid it al
around ther is no place yu cant go whin
yu have a ponni

you can make some shred of sense
out of the above. I most certainly
hope you can. For those who can't,
the passage essentially sets forth my
thoughts on U.S. foreign policy over
the last 40 years and problematizes
the direction in which the country's
affiliation with NATO seems to be
heading.

Aside from the whole illiteracy
thing, editing the Rhode'sterhas been

people think that I could be doing a
better job. Comments like "This last
issue was kind of weak;' and, "I re-
ally didn't think it was all that funny
this time" really make me realize
what high opinions others have of
my work's potential. Of course, not
one of these random hecklers ever
ventured to submit an article. I must
say, though, that despite my previ-
ous claims I do believe that every-

one is entitled to his or her opinion,
as stupid and uninformed as that
opinion may be.

There are, inevitably, a few re-
grets. Here are just a few of the many
things that I wish had turned out dif-
ferently:

I wish I had used these pages as
a way to publicly ridicule people I
don't like. And people who don't re-
turn my stuff. And girls who reject
me.

I wish I had given Drew Hughes
a swift kick in the ass and then told
him Margie Hall did it. That sure
would have livened up these long
evenings in the Pub Center.

I wish somebody had actually
taken me up on the offer to make out
in Fisher Garden.

I wish it had occurred to me at
some point before this instant to
spoof the Campus Safety Log that is
printed in The Sou'wester. Man, that
would have been great! Why didn't
anybody else think of this? Well, too
late now.

Margie and Scott - next year's
Sou'wester editors - have selected
"Bryan Kopta" (if that is, in fact, his
real name) to fill the intimidating
gap that my retirement will leave
behind. If he undertakes the job as

energetically as he undertook those
eight months of rehab, then I have
no doubt that the Rhode'ster will
flourish in the upcoming year.

Naturally, I'm hoping it doesn't.
Rather, I hope that the Rhode'sterde-
clines greatly in quality over the next
,two semesters; that it ceases even to
find small moments of humor; that
it is generally regarded as a waste of
everybody's time, money, and en-
ergy. That way, I will be able to stroll
around campus next year and bask
in the sentiment that every ex-edi-
tor wants to hear: "Man, Bob, the

i Rhode'ster was so much better when
you did it"'

It is a dream I have, though only
one of many. And if Freddy Krueger
taught us anything, it's that some-
times your dreams can turn into re-
ality and kill you.

In my carefree schoolboy days I
used to dream of writing for and
editing a small, three-page publica-
tion with a nonsensical name whose
sole purpose was to parody the larger
publication on whose back it was in-
termittently printed. You, dear read-
ers, have graciously allowed me to
turn that dream into reality, and for
that I thank you.

Goodbye.

How I ruined Bob Arnold
BRYAN KPTA: :
Hostile Takeover

It all started one wintry evening
when my unabashed baseness rose
to an all-time high. On that particu-
lar Sunday in November, I remem-
ber seeing one Robert F. Arnold, or
"Bob" as he calls himself, surrounded
by several attractive women in the
Pub Center just prior to completing
the final draft of the Rhode'ster. If ed-
iting a two-bit newspaper was what
it took to get chicks, well then by
God, that was what I was going to
do.

I was first faced with the seem-
ingly daunting task of undermining
Bob's literary regime. But inspiration
struck me when I actually read some
of the articles in this so-called "news-
paper."As it happens, my parents did
come to Parents Weekend, and after
much research I discovered that
Rhodes College was not, repeat not
built on Eden. Furthermore, I came
upon the shocking revelation that

the infamous RSG presidential
nominee "Mike Kelley" is not now,
nor was he ever, an actual person.

My fellow students, I realized
that this truth-twisting Bob Arnold
had been printing nothing but bla-
tant lies during his tenure as editor.
And all that remained was proving
my case to President Troutt.

That in and of itself would prove
less arduous than I had previously
thought. In reviewing an October
issue of the Rhode'ster that insinu-
ated the President Troutt's involve-
ment in various acts of vandalism
around the campus, I realized that I
had the weight I needed to cast the
proverbial balance of power into my
favor. I thereupon laughed some-
what maniacally.

The next thing I did was present
my case to President Troutt, a.k.a. the
"YBS Vandal." I told him of Bob
Arnold's tarnishing of the Troutt
name as well his misuse of the school
newspaper to try to entice girls into
engaging in morally questionable
behavior with him in Fisher Garden.

Satisfied with my accusations, I
folded my arms and said, "Well?"
President Troutt shrugged and re-
plied simply, "I don't see what the

problem is." Clearly, this Arnold
character had brainwashed our fair
president into believing this filth.

So I had lost the first round. It
was a temporary setback, but I was
certain that petty vengeance was still
well within my fiendish grasp. And
it was only a matter of time before I
got chicks of my own to make nice
with in Fisher Garden...or any other
garden-type place for that matter.
Soon all that was Arnold's would be

mine.
I knew that the situation called

for more drastic measures, so it was
then that I decided to steal President
Troutt's saxophone. But as luck
would have it, he ended up blaming
it on his wife Carole who, as it turns
out, has a history of hiding all man-
ner of woodwind instruments from
the President. Plan B was subse-
quently put into effect.

It was time to up the ante, and
admittedly, I may have gotten a teeny
tiny bit carried away. But as they
sometimes say, the ends justify the
means. With this ancient colloqui-
alism as my mantra, I turned to kid-
napping President Troutt's dog.
Afterwards, I left a ransom note with
a forged signature of none other than
Bob Arnold, Rhode'ster Editor. Boy,
that sure did the trick. Now Bob is
serving time in a minumim security

single on third floor Townsend.
Extreme? Ludicrous? Trite? Per-

haps. But it got results, and I, Bryan
Kopta, am now the new editor of the
morally wayward and much ma-
ligned Rhode'ster newspaper.

I did, however, agree to take a pay
cut. Apparently, when Rhodes signed
Bob as the editor of the newspaper,
they assumed he would do a respect-
able job. So as an incentive, they also

offered him a substantial contract
that included a hefty signing bonus.

"Luckily"' said Troutt in a recent
address on Lynx TV, "Bryan, unlike
Bob, was willing to make a few sac-
rifices. And, having voided Bob
Arnold's contract, we will be able to
lower tuition costs by an average of
six thousand dollars per student'."

Well, my fellow students, the
terms of my contract I will not share
with you, but suffice it to say that all
those parking spaces marked "Visi-
tor" will soon be marked "Mine."

So one stolen saxophone, one
kidnapped dog, and the tarnished
career of one Bob Arnold later, here
I am. And I would now like to tell
you, the student body, what I intend
to do next year as the all-powerful
editor of the Rhode'ster.

Absolutely nothing untrue, mis-
leading, moderately amusing, or
even fully amusing shall appear in
this newspaper henceforth. This
newspaper will be used to catalogue
and discuss the minute and often
mundane aspects of my daily life.

I will also be accepting offers
from hot chicks to make out with me
at any of the various romantic locales
in and around the Rhodes campus.

"Having voided Bob Arnold's contract,
we will be able to lower tuition costs
by an average of six thousand dollars
per student."
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the Editor may be edited for content or length. The Rhode'ster
reserves the right to mock you openly for any views you may express.

Easter is unnecessary
To the Editor:
I don't know about you, but I'm a little concerned. This may just be my

opinion - though it isn't - but doesn't there seem to be something wrong
with the British and their holidays? Take Boxing Day, for instance. Are we
really supposed to take seriously the plight of people who get in a ring - of
their own volition, mind you - to beat each other up? I say no, and I think I
know what I'm talking about here!

Of course, the worst of it has to do with Easter. Now, the Brits and their
like have always been a little flamboyant about their holidays, what with
everyone decked out in their Imperial uniforms and the Queen dressed up
in that saucy outfit, with her cute little...

Well, as I was saying, the point is that R's because of them that we're in
this mess with Easter. I was talking to Bob Coleman about this, as he was
carefully placing the bumper sticker"PLEASE GOD, SAVE ME FROM YOUR
FOLLOWERS" on the rear of his Lexus SUV, and he said,"Easter is simply
unnecessary.

I personally feel that the whole death and resurrection thing is just over-
played. I mean, I get it: Geezus died - once - and then rose from the dead -
once. Why do we have to pretend it happens every year? Enough, already!

It's like when my great grand-uncle died. My great grand-aunt was re-
ally upset, crying to me all the time after it happened. Then she got over it.
And then the Alzheimer's set in and she forgot completely until a year later,
TO THE DAY And you know what? She started crying all over again. Now,
how do you think God feels? I think I learned enough from my Life classes
to know that my great grand-aunt and God are not so unlike each other,
except maybe she's got a few years on Him.

And what makes that Friday so "good" anyhow?
Of course, the whole Easter fiasco was just about to die out when the

Brits introduced that stupid bunny from Cadbury and got everyone excited
about poor dead Geezus again. What the hell kind of sense does it make for
a rabbit to lay chocolate eggs, anyway? Okay, I know for a fact that rabbits
do, on occasion, sit and then get up only to leave behind them round, moist,
mostly brownish thingies - but I'll be damned if it's chocolate. And any
rabbit that could lay an egg-sized poo would be a force to be reckoned with.

I saw this thing on TV hosted by Eddie Izzard- the only real mnan among
those British pansies - talking all about white rabbits and brown crosses
and chocolate underwear or something. He'll back me up.

In any case, on top of all that crap, there are a lot of us students pulling
our hair out by the roots - literally- because of this Lent thing. My friend
Jeremy Boyd is actually bald with frustration.The mop of hair he's been
wearing since his return from Chile last semester is actually a wig made out
of llama hair. College students have too much to deal with without having
to give something up for Lent. When I asked Jeremy what he gave up in
Chile, he said, "English," and then began to sob uncontrollably, wiping at
his eyes with his llama hair wig. That just shouldn't be.

I am asking everyone out there to just ignore Easter. Don't feed Marga-
ret Thatcher's trust fund, and don't give in to the temptation to do some-
thing for Lent. You're just upsetting God if you do.

Thank you,
Kalman Bencsath ('01)

Arnold cat is fine, spry
Dear Bob,
Here is your money for the month. Try to make this go farther than last

month's!
Things here are fine. Your Dad and I are both working a lot but every

now and then we still get to go out. The other night we went to a steak
house here. It was good. I had a steak. We'll have to take you next time
you're in town.

The cat is fine. This morning he woke your Dad up by pouncing on his
toes. He's still spry for his age!

I hope everything is fine at school. I'll try to send more tuition money
next time. I didn't realize we still owed so much!

I love you,
Mom

Kidnapping will get you noticed

Mrs. Rightway's
Advice Column

Dear Mrs. Rightway,
I want to get a particular person

to take notice of me. What should I
do?

-Nervous
Dear Nervous,
Try abducting someone near and

dear to them. That should do the
trick.

Dear Mrs. Rightway,
My boyfriend recently confessed to

cheating on me. What should I do?
-Angry

Dear Angry,
Romantic restlessness is a nor-

mal quality in young men. If he's
looking around, that means he's test-
ing out your relationship - and more
likely that not, he'll eventually come
back to you. Hard as it may be, try
to give him his space. Take it easy for
a while and let him do what he will,
at least until he's more ready to settle
down. You'll be glad you did.

Dear Mrs. Rightway,
My girlfriend recently confessed to

cheating on me. What should I do?
-Hurt

Dear Hurt,
Obviously your girlfriend is a

loose woman, and entirely-undeserv-
ing of your affections. Dump her, but
if possible try to publicly humiliate
her first. You'll be glad you did.

Dear Mrs. Rightway,
I'm unhappy in my current rela-

tionship, but unsure how to break it
off. Any words of wisdom for someone
desperately needing to ditch a prud-
ish old hag?

-Desperate
Dear Mr. Rightway,
I recognize your handwriting,

you incurable idiot.'I hope you en-
joy the couch, because you'll be tak-
ing up permanent residence there in
the next few weeks. As far as your
question, how about this: try to be
less of a sniveling weakling and more
of a man. Ditch the alcohol depen-
dency. Get that surgery you've been
promising to get. And grovel, grovel,
grovel.

Eagles take candy from babies
By Bryan Kopta
Rhode ster Musicologist

On Friday March 16th, Rhodes
Activities Board held its annual
Battle of the Bands competition in
the Lynx Lair. Like any other year,
this year's field of competitors com-
prised a wide array of musical acts.
But what marked the difference be-
tween this year's Rites of Spring
hopefuls and those of yesteryear was
the presence of classic rock super-
group The Eagles.

After the recent firing of Eagles
longtime guitarist Don Felder, the
band was forced to turn to the
Rhodes community to fill the void.
After minutes of excruciating audi-
tions, the group found their man in
Rhodes Religious Studies professor/
tambourinist John Kaltner. Said
Kaltner,"We had been wanting to do
a project together for a while now.
This just made sense."

Of Kaltner's selection, Eagles
drummer Don Henley remarked,
"He wasn't bad.... Well, he wasn't that
bad, so that was something. We felt
that John really understood the di-
rection in which we were heading
musically. We also really wanted this
gig to sort of test the water before
we kicked off our summer tour. Not
to mention it's always been our
dream to open for Melky Sedek."

With their new lineup cemented,

and eager to play before a live audi-
ence, The Eagles took the stage last
in the Battle of the Bands competi-
tion Their set included fan favorite
"Take it Easy" in addition to a new
song co-written by Professor Kaltner
called "Seven Vestal Virgins Road."

The new song featured a rivet-
ing tambourine solo by Kaltner that
brought a hush over the audience.
Said one student, fifth-year senior
Dave Hurt, "Man, I didn't know
Kaltner could shake it like that. I was
moved...but I'm not exactly sure
where."

Others, however, pointed out
several rhythmic inconsistencies in
professor Kaltner's tambourining.

Said one RAB member,"At times
it seemed like he couldn't find the
beat. Either that or he was just mak-
ing it up as he went along. Hey, are
you writing this down?! [expletive]!
If he reads this I might get a bad
grade in Search. Don't print this." In
an effort to maintain her anonym-
ity, the aforementioned student shall
heretofore be referred to as J. Badgett
or "Jordan B." for short.

Addressing The Eagles' new
sound, one of the judges for the
Memphis Flyer commented,"I liked
their new song, 'Seven Vestal Virgins
Road. I found it to be a flawless blend
of polyrhythmic improvisation and
percussive flair."

When the votes for all the bands

were tabulated, the new-look Eagles
won the popular vote as well as that
of the two judgesfrom the Memphis
Flyer. Finishing second in the popu-
lar vote and scheduled to fill Rites'
Saturday afternoon spot was Don
Felder and the 86ed'ers Quartet.

Nevertheless, dissention reared
its ugly ahead among some audience
members over The Eagles' victory.

"That is so not fair," said sopho-
more Sam Weigle of rival band An-
gry Puppeteers. "They don't even go
to this school. Kaltner was their only
Rhodes member and he only played
the tambourine. That's not even a
real instrument!"

Speculation remains as to
whether the American Tambourinist
Union will file suit against Weigle for
his slanderous remarks.

In an effort to quell student un-
rest, RAB Chairperson Ana Perez re-
leased the following statement: "It is
still the objective position of this
board that the legitimacy of any band
requires the presence of only one stu-
dent or faculty member. And on an
aside, The Eagles rule!"

Asked whether or not Professor
Kaltner will be retained for the
band's 2001 tour or contribute to
their upcoming studio album, Eagles
lead guitarist Glenn Frey laughed.
"Stranger things have happened, I
guess,' he said. "But I can't think of
any offhand."

Rhode's er'
staff

BIG CHIEF

Bob Arnold

CHIEF RUNNING GUNS

Jamie Eubanks

CHIEF WATERING HOLE

Kalman Bencsath

CHIEF DONTCHAWANNA

Bryan Kopta

CHIEF EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Drew Hughes

MY LITTLE PAPOOSE

Susan Hughes

CHIEF YOUSPELLEDTHATWRONG

Jessica Hoffman

The Rhode'ster is just a good
old publication, never meanin' no
harm. We'll be back next year for
more fun and games, so until then

- take care of yourselves. And
each other.
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Campus News...
Students at Southwestern Uni-

versity in Springfield, Missouri, are
reeling over new restrictions on their
annual music festival, Rites of Sum-
mer. New campus regulations re-
quire that the students refrain from
murdering other students during
the course of the three-day festival.
"This is ridiculous!" commented
one unidentified sophomore. "I de-
serve this party! The school should
be responsible for hiring personal
bodyguards for all the students or
something - I mean, they're the
ones who don't want people dead,
right?" The only comment from
Southwestern's administration was
a very heartfelt eye roll.

New research shows that foot-
and-mouth disease is actually con-
tracted when one places one's foot
in one's mouth. The Rhodes Bulle-
tin Board was shut down last week
after a widespread epidemic.

The recent failure of"The Elbow
Monologues" proved once and for
all that the popularity of "The Va-
gina Monologues" is not transfer-
able to other body parts. A NewYork
production of the play was recently
canceled after two nights. The play
had garnered a bit of attention from
the press after it was branded offen-
sive by a group of knees. "Dammit'"
exclaimed playwright Ethan Hinge.
"I'm gonna go back to writing real-
ity TV shows."

This Spring Break many local
students opted to volunteer their
time to various charitable organiza-
tions rather than take lavish vaca-
tions. Those working to help the
underprivileged claim that volun-
teering gives them a sense of per-
sonal fulfillment, a hint of peace,
and a great way to make the rest of
us feel really, really bad.

Rhodes students were recently
treated to a tour of the almost-com-
pleted East Village dormitory. Stu-
dents were surprised to find that the
apartment-style complex was con-
structed entirely out of gingerbread.
Panicked students rushing to the
exits were blocked by a cackling
Carol Casey, who reportedly
screamed, "Don't leave now, my
pretties! The oven's just getting
warm!"When an investigative com-
mittee later questioned her behav-
ior, Casey shrugged and replied,
"Well, it was one way to deal with
the housing shortage. Besides, I only
actually ate a few of them."

SOU'WESTER STAFF SI
Alliteration always appreciated!
By Bob Arnold
Rhode'ster Pallbearer

In a series of events unprec-
edented since this time last year, all
of the important people in the
Sou'wester office have been killed.

Rhodes' campus newspaper,
which is printed on the reverse side
of the more respectable Rhode'ster, is
no stranger to tragedy. Just last week
the publication came under fire
when two students, simulating a
situation detailed in the latest
"Rhodes Puzzler," sent the unsus-
pecting Mr. Bumble on a 100 kilo-
meter trip across the desert with 3
days' worth of food and some inane
plan about shelters every 20 kilome-
ters. Bumble was found dead twenty
minutes later. The students were
jailed and, moreover, did not win the
movie pass.

The impressive list of lethal trag-
edies in the past week led investiga-
tors to suspect foul play, though,
according to chief investigator Ralph
Hatley, "I really don't think playing
has anything to do with it."

The casualties are as follows:
Editor-in-Chief Drew Hughes

was killed by criminals while
crimefighting as his alter-ego, Irre-
sponsible Man."Wow"' a friend com-
mented, "I never saw that one
coming."

Associate Editor Susan Hughes
was killed by rabbits. Really, really big
rabbits.

Op/Ed Editor 'Nia Frantz was
killed when she attempted to break
up a fight between Megan Gaylord
and a group of homosexual scout-
masters. Her last words were re-
ported to be "Hey, let's just forget
about this and get back to Arts and
Crafts, okay?"

A&E Editor Brooke Foster sim-
ply ceased to be after "Gladiator" was
named Best Picture.

Scene Editor Eve Strain died
from wounds sustained from
Starbucks Coffee. She died hyper.

News Editor Margie Hall was
found dead in the Publications Cen-
ter with lethal amounts of caffeine
and No-Doz in her system. Fortu-
nately, Hall's restless spirit has con-
sented to replace Hughes as
Editor-in-Chief of The Sou'wester
next year.

Forum Editor Trey Thatcher was
killed by the fiery hand of God.
When asked what Thatcher did to
deserve such punishment, God re-
plied, "Nothin', really. I was bored."

Miraculously, Sports Editor Jer-
emy Smith avoided tragedy all week,
thus left alone in a world of solitude
and spiraling guilt. "Everybody else
is dead," Smith lamented. "Why

should I be spared? Why??" We sug-
gest that Mr. Smith refer to the first
line of this article.

Columnist David Weatherman
was shot dead last Tuesday by a life-
long friend. "I was aiming for that
old dumpster," the friend explained.

Columnist Brad Damar6 was re-
cently crushed under the weight of
his own bulletin board posts. "He
was such a great guy:' recalled one
of Damar6's close friends."He had a
manifesto for every occasion."

Columnist Bob Coleman was
killed by Rhode'ster Editor Bob

Arnold. Prior to the murder Arnold
was heard to shout "There can be
only one!"

Copy Editor Jessica Hoffman was
killed softly by a song. Most affected
by her death will be the newspaper
itslef, which will surely now be riddld
with typos and grammatical con-
structions that are bad.

Most tragically, Rhode'sterEditor
Bob Arnold died peacefully in his
sleep after an exhausting threesome
with two female porn stars. "We'll
always remember him," the beauties
sobbed. "He was the best...ever:'

Campus vending machines defy Honor Code
By Jamie Eubanks
Rhode'ster Change Counter

Yet another debate over the
highly controversial Honor Code has
arisen among Rhodes students.

The Code, which requires that all
students refrain from cheating, steal-
ing, and lying to officials, has long
been a rub to students and faculty
alike. Many have learned to focus on
its good points: the sense of respect
between faculty and the student body
which it fosters, the trust that it in-
spires, and the strict dogma which
provides structure for the lives of the
morally weak.

Most people have come to accept
it and even like it, but some students,
like freshman Todd Braswell, have
had their faith in this institution
shaken by its limited sphere of influ-
ence on campus.

Braswell says, "I love the Honor

Code as much as anyone. I love it so
much I could marry it, and I haven't
been able to say a thing like that since
I broke up with those Transformers
toys back in the second grade. But I
am not going to abide by it if our
vending machines aren't held to the
same standards."

What Braswell refers to is a sud-
den and noticeable decrease in the
honesty of vending machines in their
dealings with Rhodes students.
Braswell's friend Jamie Eubanks was
actually robbed by one such machine
on Tuesday. Going out of Williford
on her way to class one morning,
Eubanks noticed that her belly was
rent with the stabbing pangs of mod-
erate hunger. She put $.75 in the
machine and retrieved her animal
crackers.

"Well, I noticed that they were
only $.55 when I bought 'em, but I

only had three quarters on me, so I
had to use those. When I got my
change back, it was a dime and a
nickel, which I gladly took 'cause I
like shiny things. But when I got to
thinking later, I thought that maybe
I'd been had."

And had she had been. A simple-
ton with a stick and a marble could
see that Eubanks' proper change
should have been $.20. The vending
machine had stolen from her.

Eubanks says that when she went
back to the vending machine to ask
for the nickel that was rightfully hers,
the vending machine gave her the
silent treatment. She asked again,
more adamantly this time, and the
vending machine hit her in the face
and called her mama dumb.

This travesty of justice, the
knowledge of which she spread
throughout the college with the aid

of a good deal of whining, brought
the awareness of the Honor Code's
impotence to the fore. Now many
students are outraged at the under-
stated scope of the Code and demand
an amendment that it pertain not
only to students and faculty, but all
machines that serve the students as
well.

Braswell has been an avid activ-
ist for this cause, creating the Group
for the Imposed Veracity of Employ-
ees/Vending Machines, or G.I.V.E.
Braswell thinks that the group's cause
will be furthered by its clever acro-
nym, which has little or nothing to
do with the organization's purpose.

G.I.V.E holds meetings in Rhea
Lounge every Monday at 5:30 to dis-
cuss how crappy everything is, espe-
cially lying robots. All interested in
joining are welcome to attend the
open meetings.


