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The Aggie Bonfire will not burn
next fall, Texas A&M University (Col-
lege Station, TX) President Dr. Ray M.
Bowen announced Monday, revealing
that preparations for Bonfire 2002, 18
months in the making, came unraveled
in the past week. Turner Construction,
the NewYork-based firm that was serv-
ing as the safety consultant for the bon-
fire, withdrew from the project
Wednesday because it was unable to
obtain insurance to cover the firm's li-
ability for its work with the A&M stu-
dents. "Without an acceptable safety
plan, the limited role that has been pre-
served for students still carries a danger
above what we can tolerate," Bowen said.
Even with a safety consultant, revised
estimates of the cost of the bonfire make
it unlikely the 90-year-old tradition
could continue.

TheAmerican Civil Liberties Union
filed a lawsuit Monday against the Mon-
tana University System, accusing it of
violating the state constitution by refus-
ing health and other benefits to same-
sex partners of lesbian and gay
employees. Two UM faculty members
and their partners are plaintiffs in the
case, along with PRIDE, a homosexual
activist group. The lawsuit was filed af-
ter the issue was brought to the Board
of Regents last May, and the attempt to
change the policywas denied. Employ-
ees can receive health insurance, disabil-
ity coverage and other benefits for their
spouses. Unmarried heterosexual
couples can provide their partners with
benefits if they sign an affidavit of com-
mon law marriage, which the plaintiffs
said they would be willing to do.

The University of California (Ber-
keley, CA) may have to find new law-
yers to fight for the millions of dollars it
lost in Enron's collapse because the high-
powered law firm UC hired is suing the
state. DeanAndal, a member of the State
Board of Equalization, sent a letter last
week to UC President RichardAtkinson
pointing out what he says is a conflict of
interest on the part of the firm. Milberg
Weiss Bershad Hynes & Lerach is suing
California, claiming the state owes fees
from a 1997 case in which the firm de-
fended the California Department of
Motor Vehicles. But UC is using the firm
in the class action lawsuit it joined
against Enron executives.

Senator Gramm speaks, protestors speak out
By Scott Holmes
Associate Editor

Monday, February 4 marked the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the M.L.
Seidman Town Hall Lecture series. The
speaker at this semester's lecture was
noted Republican Senator Phil Gramm
from Texas. Sen. Gramm delivered his
lecture entitled,"The American System:
Nothing Like It in the World," to a
crowded McCallum Ballroom in the
Bryan Campus Life Center.

Sen. Gramm's lectures focused on
the American economic system's ability
to weather changes and outlast tempo-
rary slumps. Of our current economic
downturn Sen. Gramm said that he not
only expects the U.S. to overcome the
hardships, but to come out better than
we went into them. Gramm also focused
on envy as the enemy of economic
growth. A crowd member asked Sen.
Gramm whether or not he thought that
envy could at times be helpful, but Sen.
Gramm maintained that envy is never
helpful.

The beginning of the evening
provided some ill-received excite-
ment in the form of protesters in front
of the BCLC as well as inside the Ball-
room. The protesters in front of the
BCLC held picket signs bearing such
slogans as,"Gramm opposes affirma-

tive action,' and "Gramm favors black
gold'," written inside an outline of the
state of Alaska. If the protesters before
the entrance did not receive a warm
welcome, it was nothing to compare
to the boo's that issued from the au-
dience at the protesters inside.

" Senator Gramm, This is a letter
from the American people..." started
one protester that stood up just as
Gramm started his lecture. At first the
crowd was shocked, many believing
that the man was staged. Sen. Gramm
responded composed, "What did
Reagan say? 'This is my Microphone,'"
then the audience began its tirade of
boo's highlighted by people yelling at
the protestor to sit down. When the
second protester stood up to interrupt
Gramm he was barely able to start his
interjection before another loud cho-
rus erupted from the audience.

Prof. Cullen took control of the
microphone from Gramm and en-
couraged the audience to respect Sen.
Gramm and save their questions and
comments for the question and an-
swer period. When Sen. Gramm be-
gan once more he was interrupted yet
again by another protester. Gramm
handled the interruption gently ask-
ing the audience to let him have his
time and they would get theirs; he even
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Senator Phil Gramm spoke as part of M.L. Seidman Town Hall Lecture
series on Monday, February 4 in the Ballroom of the BCLC. Sen. Gramm's
speech evoked a variety of reactions from the Rhodes community, in-
cluding protests both inside and outside the Ballroom.

offered the last protester to interrupt
the first chance to ask a question when
the floor was opened.

The general student consensus
was that the protestors were disre-
spectful of Sen. Gramm. "I thought a
lot of people were very rude," said

Gaby Asmar ('04). Chris Ebersole
('04) agreed, "I was very impressed
with the way the Senator handled the
situation; he spoke bluntly and an-
swered questions directly while af-
fording his agitators the respect they
failed to show him"

Work continues with President's Planning Initiatives
Margie.Ha l

True to the goals stated in his inau-
gural speech, President Troutt and the
President's Planning Initiatives Com-
mittees have been hard at work, re-
searching and coordinating in order to
make those goals a reality. The com-
mittees, which are made up of faculty,
administration, and students, recently
communicated their work with the
Board of Trustees in Orlando, FL. The
initiatives with which the committees
are working are briefly explained in the
following excerpts, which were taken
from the reports made by each commit-
tee:

Initiative 1: Undergraduate Re-
search (Chair: Gary Lindquester, Asso-
ciate Professor of Biology): the goal is
"to foster additional emphasis on stu-
dent projects undertaken with the guid-

ance of a faculty mentor or collaborator
that contribute in appropriate ways to
the scholarly or creative body of work in
a discipline."

Initiative 2: Faculty Committee on
Post-graduate Scholarships (Chair: Mike
LaRosa, Assistant Professor of History):
"This committee directs the process
through which students apply for post-
graduate scholarships. The committee
does not deal with law school, graduate
school or medical school applicants;
rather, it works to promote, publicize and
encourage students to apply for scholar-
ships such as the Rhodes, Marshall,
Truman, Fulbright, Mellon, Rotary and
Watson."

Initiative 3: Curriculum Reform
(Chair: Gail Streete, Associate Professor
of Religious Studies):"While the current
curriculum has served us well and is not
perceived as being in crisis, the faculty

agree with the president that a regular,
coherent reconsideration of the curricu-
lum should be undertaken. Rather, they
think that the curriculum should
be...reconfigured by incorporating ex-
isting courses and departments"

Initiative 4: Efforts to Recruit and
Retain the Best Faculty (Chair: Ellen
Armour, Associate Professor of Religious
Studies):"Rhodes should create a work
environment that supports and nurtures
teacher-scholars throughout their ca-
reers. Such an environment allows teach-
ing, research, and service to flowtogether
in each faculty member's professional
life. Rhodes should establish administra-
tive structures that support the work
environment described above and that
develop strong faculty leaders who can
ably mentor younger faculty and keep
College governance structures strong."

Initiative 5: Enhancing the Residen-

tial Experience (Chair: John Hilgart,As-
sistant Professor of English): "The Task
Force has sought to address two broad
and closely related problems: the lack of
a collective student community and the
fragmentation of student life: the lack of
meaningful connections between what
happens inside the classroom and what
happens outside of the classroom." This
includes rethinking the role of the Greek
system, encouraging more co-curricu-
lar, college-sponsored activities, and
bridging the gap between in-class and
out-of-class experience.

See
Initiatives,
Page 5
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Interruptions prevent exchange of ideas
By Calvert Tooley
Guest Columnist

Senator Phil Gramm's talk
on Monday night convinced me
that the Campus Greens and
College Greens need to rethink
their strategy. Members from
both groups attended the talk
about freedoms in America with
the intention of disrupting it
entirely.

From the moment Senator
Gramm started speaking, agita-
tors repeatedly interrupted him
with hostile questions and per-
sonal attacks related mainly to
the Enron collapse and cam-
paign finance reform.

When it became clear that
they had no intention of letting
him finish his speech, the Sena-
tor agreed that if they would
allow him. continue, he would
answer their questions first af-
ter his talk was over. They fi-
nally stopped talking, and he
was able to proceed.

I was shocked at this disrup-
tion, for it directly opposes the
principles on which this college
is founded. Any college must
operate in a way that promotes
the free exchange of differing

ideas and points of view. A col-
lege that prevents this free ex-
change-for religious, political,
or other reasons-cannot be
taken seriously as a true institu-
tion of higher learning.

In an environment where radi-
cal minorities try to silence all
viewpoints opposed to their ide-
ology, it is more difficult to have
any real discussion between these
viewpoints. But such discussion
is vital in order to truly under-
stand any position or philosophy.
By trying to prevent this free ex-
change of ideas, the members of
Campus Greens and College
Greens have shown themselves to
be either scared of the truth, or
extremely ignorant.

Their conduct also displayed an
amazing arrogance and contempt
for the intelligence of the college
community. The vast majority of
the audience came to hear Phil
Gramm give a talk on the American

economy and political system.
The members of Campus Greens

and College Greens, however,
thought that we are not responsible
enough to make our own decisions
about what talks we attend.

They thought it was necessary
to act as censors and prevent us
from being exposed to the
Senator's harmful ideas. Of
course, their numbers are so
small that they had to resort to
radical agitators from around the
Memphis area. But since their
numbers are so small, what jus-
tifies these organizations trying
to prevent the majority from lis-
tening to whatever lectures they
want?

Their attempt to censor the
entire Rhodes community is be-
yond belief, and represents the
height of arrogance.

I must also address the issue
of common courtesy, for the ac-
tions of the Campus Greens and

the College Greens showed con-
tempt for all politeness and con-
vention. Phil Gramm, one of the
most influential senators of his
generation, was generous
enough to come to Rhodes and
give this talk free of charge. The
talk was set up to allow a signifi-
cant time for people to ask ques-
tions.

Rather than waiting for the
appropriate time, however, the
agitators disregarded all rules of
conduct and propriety, and con-
stantly bombarded the Senator
with rude and insulting ques-
tions. Their lack of manners and
decency reflected very poorly on
the college.

There are undoubtedly many
people in this community who
disagree with Senator Gramm's
message. You are perfectly free
to do so, not -only in conversa-
tions, but also through publica-
tions such as this newspaper. I
am stating my views in editorial
form, and you are perfectly free
to respond in kind.

I will not try to discredit you
with personal attacks; I will not
abandon convention and cour-
tesy in debates; I will not try to
silence your opinion.

Do not get swallowed by the rift
By Emily McDonald
Columnist

We are approaching a rift. The
signifier and signified have been
extricated from one another and a
gap resides between the two. This
gap presents the individual with an
issue that can be viewed as one con-
cerning energy. In a reality where
the word and meaning have be-
come extrapolated from one an-
other and we are left to reside
between the two, we can either cre-
ate energy to re-form a connection
or yearn for a time when there was
no rift.

The discomfort that has arisen
from the rift is apparent in our
post-modern culture of today. This
discomfort is illustrated by one
Patrick LaRochelle in an opinion
piece in last week's Sou'wester.
LaRochelle claims that he has be-
gun to doubt that "education [is]
all about seeking the truth" and

hints that this is negative as he asks,
"have we sold out?" Can we expect

one institution to spoon-feed us the
TRUTH semester after semester
until our bellies are full of it by
graduation and we emerge into so-
ciety bearing our truth like a badge
that gains us acceptance into jargon
laced discussions? I am going to say,
no. College provides one with the
pieces and he is left to put them to-
gether to form his own concept of
truth, he simply must put the en-
ergy into it.

The rift has left a distance be-
tween the individual and his lan-
guage and, in' turn, his bible. Our
society has learned to compartmen-
talize religion and, to many, this is a
problematic step.

LaRochelle frets that God has
descended into anecdotal status and
remains real only on currency and
bumper stickers. Religion is no
longer the buttress that stabilizes
Western culture but is the opposite
necessarily true of our society?
Rather than the individual having a
relationship with his religion, he is
more likely to have a relationship

with God. This personal relationship
with God gives the individual more
of this freedom LaRochelle speaks of
and leaves room for change. This
space is, to many, a danger zone
where unorthodox views can bloom.

I, however, watch this place as
one from whence the story of differ-
ent perspectives that have remained
silent can grow. My unorthodox con-
ception of religion would be labeled
as "rebellion" by many, as it goes di-
rectly against the foundations of es-
tablished religion to claim that the
individual may make her own reli-
gion and forge her own relationship
with God.

I see it as liberation from soci-
etal constraints that are constantly
forcing our roles upon us. It is this
moment that the space is still po-
tential energy and can be seized by
the voices of the other!

If one has found the strength to
rebel in a society that wants to re-
main airtight in its own roles and
mores, more power to him! I guar-
antee the decision to rebel was not

an easy one, as with rebellion a
stigma is incurred. We are liter-
ally free to make our own deci-
sions in our country, yet this fact
does not prevent us from being
ridiculed for them by other mem-
bers of society.

The bravery lies, not in the fi-
nal outcome of believing or not in
one savior, but in the process. The
individual can easily be funneled
into an organized religion and
have himself implanted with an
impeccable code of morals.

A brave individual will delve
within or without to find his own
conception of morality and spiri-
tuality, a pure ore that belongs to
the individual and not to society.
Again, the outcome may be the
same as the former, but the pro-
cess is where the bravery lies.

Yes, we are in an era where
faith has been quarantined and we
have been distanced from our sig-
nifying counterpart, but we can
either watch this as a problem or
see it as a progression.

When radical minorities try to silence all view-
ppints osed to their own ideologies, it is diffi-
cult to have any real discussion.
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Sometimes we all need a break

I am typing this article as I
watch the Super Bowl. I happen
to enjoy football, more, I would
guess, than most girls. This game,
however, I really could not care
less about. I do not follow either
team, and I am not planning on
being a fair weather fan.

The Super Bowl, I decided
early on, was just going to be an
excuse to gorge myself on cheese
dip, venison sausage, and ham-
burgers. As the game continues
though, I am starting to realize
that it will be completely impos-
sible for me to enjoy the Super
Bowl experience as I had hoped to
do and as I have done so many
years before.

The people who have planned
the event, those in charge of the

customarily entertaining adver-
tisements, and the good people at
Fox have completely littered the
broadcast with subtle and not-so-
subtle references to September 11.
They have a correspondent in
Kandahar, their graphics are
sprinkled with saluting "men in
uniform," players give personal
thanks to the troops, normally
clever and original commercials
remind us of the tragedy, and the
half time show is utterly domi-
nated by a "tribute" to the victims
of"Nine Eleven." Can I please just
watch football, enjoy a few com-
mercials (which have been very
lack-luster, by the way) and get
indigestion in peace? Enough is
enough.

Do not misunderstand me. I
do not claim to understand the
grief that so many Americans have
experienced in the last four
months, but I do realize that the
life that we have known for de-
cades, a life relatively free of the
political turmoil of the rest of the
world, will never return. I remem-
ber that men and women of our

armed forces are risking their lives
right now to secure what remains
of our collective peace of mind. I
understand that no American will
ever be able to get on a plane, or
perform many other everyday
tasks without remembering the
tragedy of the World Trade Cen-
ter and Pentagon attacks.

I realize all of this, and I can-
not possibly help but realize this.
This is true with or without the
constant reminders that the good
people of the NFL and Fox seem
to think I and the rest of their
viewing audience need.

In all fairness, I take issue, not
just with the people who have
brought us the Super Bowl, but
with all of the people in the me-
dia that have made these refer-
ences, not only commonplace, but
expected. I am not saying that we
should live our lives trying to ig-
nore the tragedy and the events
that the initial attack precipitated,
but I do have a problem with the
fact that I cannot seem to avoid the
constant reminders in the media.

If I want to find out about the

developments here and abroad, I
will read the newspaper or watch
the news. When I see Tom Brokaw,
I expect to hear about the troops
in Afghanistan and the survivors
in New York. When I see Tom
Brokaw, I do so willingly. I am
asking to be informed, asking to
be reminded. I do not, however,
want to be reminded every time I
watch the television, listen to the
radio, or read a magazine.

As I see it, the entertainment
industry is designed to be just
that-entertainment, an escape
from reality, a way to divert
thinking and energy from the is-
sues that color the rest of our
day.

I start to wonder, with all of
these references, if the media is
really trying to honor the vic-
tims and the troops, or if they
are trying to prove their own
compassion so that they can feel
better about getting on with
their own lives. I fear that the
repeated gestures are becoming
hackneyed and what may have
begun as sincere and heartfelt

tributes are merely self-aggran-
dizing. What worries me more
is that my sentiments may be
looked upon as unpatriotic or
callous, that I lack compassion
for the survivors. Quite the con-
trary. I know that America has
been injured, but I am also will-
ing to admit that no graphic
with models dressed as Marines
cueing a commercial is going to
heal us.

I do not have a solution or an
answer to my complaint. I am just
making an observation, and ex-
pressing my concern for what
seems to be token sentimentality,
where a less theatrical gesture, or
perhaps no mention at all might
be more appropriate.

If I am willing and able to be
an informed and responsible citi-
zen during the day, let me come
home at night to a viewer-friendly
experience. Let me leave the
world's issues at the door, just for
a few hours. Let me breathe.

The game is over. I have said
my peace.

Congratulations, Patriots.

Either let it go or turn it off, please

I will be the first to admit
that there is trash on television.
Jerry Springer, Crossing Over,
and Jenny Jones are practically
unbearable to watch. However,
my favorite channels are MTV,
Comedy Central, and UPN so I
do not have much space to com-
plain. I know many people who
think that television is the
source of all evil, and while I can
understand their view, I highly
doubt that watching TV ever
sent anyone to hell.

In a recent discussion with a
friend of mine, we talked about
how the morality of the shows
on TV has decreased drastically
since the '80s. The amount of
family centered shows on prime
time has changed to shows fo-

cused on the lives of rich twenty-
somethings that live sexually pro-
miscuous lives. What ever
happened to The Cosby Show,
Family Ties, and Growing Pains?
They have been replaced by such
shows as Friends, Sex and the City,
and Elimidate. Then there is the
aspect of the openly gay shows on
television now, such as Will and
Grace. The question I want to ask
is: what is the big deal?

So maybe on Friends, Rachel
and Phoebe have sex with the men
they date. This is not exactly moral
and right, but I do not believe that
Friends promotes such behavior.
Such things do happen in real life,
so why blanket reality? (I am not
saying that Friends is pure reality.
Living in a huge apartment in New
York where no one really seems to
work is not real at all). As viewers
we do not have to aspire to live like
these people.

We can simply sit back, let our
minds turn to mush after a long
day, take in the humor, and not be
so analytical. However, this is a
hard pill for some to swallow.

Also, I have heard the com-
ments from people about how
Will and Grace is just flaunting
the homosexuality on the show,
making it seem "ok" for kids to
be gay. HELLO? Of course it is
ok to be gay. Let us get into the
new millenium people! (I am
going to catch some flack for this
one.)

And another thing: I do not
believe that they are "flaunting"
homosexuality anymore than any
other sitcom flaunts heterosexual-
ity. It just seems out of the ordi-
nary for people who have issues
with the REALITY that people are
gay. Think about how many
sitcoms talk about heterosexual
relations and make jokes regard-
ing them. Do we .find this disturb-
ing? No, because we have been
told that being heterosexual is
"normal." It says so in the Bible,
right? Flaunting sexuality should
be the moral bottom line, not
which sexuality it may be.

For those people who feel that
time is wasted watching these
shows, then turn to the Learning

Channel or CNN if you want. No
one is stopping you. I consider
myself to be a fairly intelligent per-
son, but I still find cheap pleasure
in watching sitcoms. I do not find
them to be incredibly valuable in
terms of educating me or stimu-
lating my brain, but is that the
purpose of television's existence?
I think not.

If you feel that there is crap on
television, do not bitch about it;
turn the TV off! The only reason
that stations show these programs
is because people watch them, es-
pecially the 18-24 age group. We
are the ones who decide what it
shown on television. The ratings
from these shows prove that it is
not television that is changing, but
society is changing in the fact that
nothing really shocks us anymore.
It takes more and more for us to
react to a show.

For example, in Fear Factor,
contestants are subjected to jump-
ing from a car to a train, sitting in
a coffin full of rats, etc. Yes, this
show bases its whole premise on
shocking viewers, and guess

what? Clearly we love it or else
it would not be on television.
Temptation Island is a truly hor-
rible show. I agree to that. Cre-
ating a show in which couples
are tempted to cheat and hurt
their loved ones is perhaps the
stupidest thing that a network
executive could agree to. But,
what is everyone rushing to
watch? The show full of scant-
ily clad men and women cheating
on each other. Wonderful. The
ratings soar!

I do not know if it is possible
to get our society back to a place
where we value honest, moral,
family-based humor. My Wife and
Kids with Damon Wayans is try-
ing, and let us not forget the sugar-
sweet Seventh Heaven. That show
is so uncool, it is cool.

But until we make the choice
to take the shows for what they are
as entertainment and not place
moral blame on them, the only
chance we have as a society to
change the trash on television is to
press the power button on our
remotes to "off.'
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Student Announcements THE.
The Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA) will host a Valentine's Mixer

on Tuesday, February 12 at 7:30 p.m. in Hyde Hall. All are welcome to at-
tend. TIhere is no place

anything like this place,
anywhere near this place, so

On Friday, February 8 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Lynx Lair, Kinney is must be "7he Pace"!

will host the Special Hearts Dance. This dance will include many of the agen-
cies with which Kinney works. Food and door prizes will be available. All

The Memphis RiverKings will play the India
ary 15 at 7:05 p.m. Tickets can be purchased is
ary 12 at the Activities Office in the Lynx Lair.

FOR RENT
845 South Graham St.-2 Bedroom, 1
Bathroom, Hardwood Floors, Appliances
Furnished, Washer and Dryer Hookups.
$695/month. Contact (662) 429-0277

Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarships
Applications are now available for 2003-2004 Rotary Ambas-

sadorial Scholarships. Each year Rotary International offers gen-
erous Ambassadorial Scholarships for study abroad. For the
2003-2004 academic year, the scholarship is worth up to $25,000,
which covers expenses such as roundtrip travel, tuition, and rea-
sonable living expenses. The application deadline is April 1,2002.

The purpose of these scholarships is to further international
understanding. Along with courses taken abroad, the recipient
is expected to speak at Rotary club functions in the host country
and give several presentations about his/her experience upon
return to the U.S.

General Eligibility:
*Applicants must have completed at least 2 years of univer-
sity/college coursework when the scholarship begins.
* They must be able to speak the primary language of the
country in which he/she will study.
* Persons with disabilities are eligible and encouraged to
apply.
* They cannot be the spouse, child, or grandchild of a
Rotarian.
Rotary looks for students with strong GPA, leadership & com-

munity service experience, public speaking skills. Rhodes stu-
dents have a good track record for winning this prestigious award
Instructions and applications can be downloaded from the Ro-
tary Foundation website at www.rotary.org. For more informa-
tion, please call extension 3596.
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1/30/02 6:10 a.m. Rhodes Tower - Wallet/Property
found: turned over to owner

11:47 p.m. East Village parking alarm: Okay -
students in perimeter

4:40 a.m. East Village: Fire Alarm - False:
checked okay MFD scene

2:30 a.m. Bellingrath Hall - Noise complaint:
Complied, noise reduced

11:15 a.m. BCLC: Suspicious Persons: Located
and evicted from campus.
Tutwiler west of University: Larceny
from vehicle, MPD has evidence

11:10 p.m. Williford - Smoke detected:
Okay - Liqhtinq ballast

Nominations for Clarence Day Awards due February 8

The Clarence Day Award for Outstanding Teaching
Full-time faculty members who have taught at least three years at Rhodes and who have

not previously been awarded this prize are eligible for nomination.
Selection criteria are: The award recipient demonstrates excellent teaching over the past

three years as reflected in student course evaluations. The award recipient's teaching demon-
strates imaginative and creative pedagogy and currency in the subjects taught. The award
recipient has a strong record in motivating students toward advanced study in the award
recipient's discipline.

The nominator should provide a written statement that describes how the nominee's
teaching meets the criteria stated.

The Clarence Day Dean's Award for Research and Creative Activity
Full-time faculty members who have taught at least three years at Rhodes and who have

not previously been awarded this prize are eligible for nomination.
Selection criteria are: The award recipient has accomplished unusually significant profes-

sional work in the past three years. This work consists of scholarly or research publication,
artistic production or performance. This work is judged to be an important contribution to the
award recipient's discipline or related disciplines. This work must be demonstrated to have
had an important effect on the award recipient's teaching, directly benefiting Rhodes students
by its influence on course content or pedagogy.

Department chairs should assume a special responsibility for nominating department
members who are likely to be strong candidates. The nomination should clearly identify the
work that provides the basis for the nomination. If possible, the nominator should provide
evidence that the work is of unusual significance and that it has influenced the nominee's
teaching.

From Initiatives
Sagel
Initiative 6: Intensifying Rhodes'

Thought-Provoking Atmosphere
(Chair: Dan Cullen, Associate Professor
of Political Science):"In general, the col-
lege should work to enhance intellectual
vitality in the context of building com-
munity. We need new structures for in-
tellectual engagement outside the
classroom. We also should multiply in-
formal teacher-student, studentstudent,
and community-college connections."

Initiatives 7 & 8: Integration of
Technology, Improving Library Re-
sources (Chair: Steve Ceccoli, Assistant
Professor of International Studies):
"...the campus must be poised and will-
ing to take advantage of innovative tech-

nology that enhances the educational
mission." And later,"The College seeks
to raise the ability of students, faculty,
and staff members to alevel of expertise
in and critical reflection of information
services."

"The recent gift by the Paul Barret,
Jr. Trust for construction of a new Paul
Barret, Jr. Library has given Rhodes a
striking opportunity to improve infor-
mation services on our campus."

Initiative 9: Connecting Students
with Memphis (Chair: Russell
Wigginton, Assistant Professor of His-
tory) "Despite the College's impressive
list ofserviceprojects, studentvolunteers,
etc., the intimate relationship between
Rhodes and Memphis often goes unno-
ticed or unappreciated both on and off
campus. The reason may be partially
explained by two interconnected issues:
inefficiency and perception."

Initiative 10: Expanding Opportu-
nities for Study Outside of Memphis
(Chair: Susan Kus, Associate Professor
of Anthropology and Steve McKenzie,
Associate Professor of Religious Studies):
"Rhodes should articulate and adopt a
coherent vision and philosophy of par-
ticipation in a multicultural world as part
of the college's academic mission. Such
a mission statement would not only in-
tegrate off-campus studyinto the expec-
tations and educational goals of the
college but also underpin, fundamentally
shape, and continue to guide the liberal
arts curriculum of the college that is con-
cerned with the intercultural compe-
tence of our students and their
understanding of the global systems in
which they increasingly participate."

For full-textversions of the commit-
tees' reports, see the "Initiatives" folder
in the Academic Volume.

The world today: international news updates Templeton honored at reception
By Frances Rabalais
Executive Assistant

U.S. Secretary of State Colin
Powell stated Tuesday that Iraq must
first prove that it is not construct-
ing weapons of mass destruction
before Iraq can have a discussion
with the United Nations. While the
U.S. is keeping its eye the Iraqi re-
gime, it does not have any plans to
attack the country.

John Walker Lindh was indicted
by a grand jury Tuesday on charges
of being an al Qaeda terrorist who
conspired with the Taliban against
Americans. Six additional charges

were added to the original four with
which Walker Lindh was indicted,
including those pertaining to con-
spiracy to contribute and services to
al Qaeda and the Taliban, the use of
firearms during crimes of violence,
and conspiracy to kill U.S. citizens
abroad. John Ashcroft said that if
convicted,Walker Lindh could re-
ceive numerous life sentences or
even the death penalty.

Republican Congressman Dick
Armey stated his opposition to
Bush's push for additional spending
geared toward AmeriCorps, a pro-
gram which awards stipends to

young adults involved in certain
charitable services. Armey does not
support the program because the
government pays the young adults,
but Bush claims that AmeriCorps is
a way to increase volunteerism and
public service in America.

Senate Majority Leader Tom
Daschle said Tuesday that Bush's
economic stimulus bill does not
have enough support to pass in the
Senate. Neither Democrats nor Re-
publicans have enough votes for
their competing measures, but both
claim that the other party did not
work to compromise on the bill.

By Amber Shaw
Copy/Layout Editor

Long-time employee and alumnus
Loyd Templeton was honoredwith a re-
tirement party January 30 in the
McCallum Ballroom. The event in-
cluded tributes from former presidents
David Alexander and James Daughdrill
and a poem composed by Mrs. Troutt.
Chairman of the board Spence Wilson
also announced that the "Loyd
Templeton Endowment for Choral
Perfomance"had been established bythe
Board of Trustees to honor Mr.
Templeton's 33-year service to Rhodes
and his dedication to the Rhodes Sing-

ers, Rhodes MasterSingers Chorale, and
other musical endeavors.

A portrait of Templeton by Mem-
phis artist Tom Donahue was unveiled.
The portrait will become a permanent
part of the Rhodes art collection.

Templeton's commitment to
Rhodes has ensured that the campus
buildings erected today reflect the sig-
nature grandeur and elegance that have
characterized this campus for decades.

He also coined the Rhodes' phrase,
"Rhodes' ivy is in a league by itself"' At
their October board meeting, the trust-
ees proclaimed "Loyd Templeton is in a
league by himself'

2/01/02

2/03/02
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No Doubt "rocks" listeners
By Elizabeth Muller
Staff Writer

There is no doubt that No
Doubt's fourth release Rock Steady
is going to be a critical and commer-
cial success. The band's lead singer,
Gwen Stefani, found acclaim for her
collaborative efforts in 2001 when
she teamed up with Moby on his
electronic ballad "Southside" and
with Eve on the recently Grammy
nominated hit "Let Me Blow Your
Mind." In fact, Stefani's work on
these tunes was a very unlike No
Doubt's signature ska sound; nev-
ertheless, this band has-always been
innovative, and so it comes with no
surprise that they incorporate hip-
h6op,' elkcironic,-and reggae beats
into their funky style on their new
album. Now, for all you rock junk-
ies out there, do not be too
alarmed-No Doubt definitely has
not gone fullblown pop. However,
do not go and buy Rock Steady and
expect "Just a Girl" either. If Beck
and Bob Marley could have collabo-
rated, No Doubt's new release
would be the fruits of their labor.
The song's title track, as well as a few
other songs, has a very distinct
reggae sound, while other tracks
such as "Hey Baby" and "Making
Out" have a sound that is a hybrid
of Madonna's "Music" but without
the club vibe. Unlike past albums,
Rock Steady has a more eclectic feel
because it assembles the talents of

#28 (February 6, 2002)

many edgy producers: Ric Ocasek (a
former Cars member), Nellee
Hooper (Romeo + Juliet
soundtrack), and Prince (who needs
no justification). However, even
though Rock Steady is by far No
Doubt's most daring and creative
venture, somehow the music remains
distinguishably their own.

The year 2001 may have been an
amazing year for Stefani, but 2002 is
sure to be a success for the whole
band. The album debuted at number
one on Billboard's Top 200 and the
album's first single "Hey Baby" is
steadily climbing the American Top
40 chart. However, the band's drum-
mer, Adrian Young, tries to keep their

success in perspective by stating that
his goals are further reaching these
days. "Numbers and selling a lot of
records, that stuff is pretty important
still. I would be a liar if I said it
wasn't"' he says. "We want to sell a
lot of records and we want to play
big places around the world. On a
personal level though, I'm having a
baby in February and at this point
that's more important than lots of
records. Hopefully I get to have
both" And, with the additional good
news of Stefani's recent engagement
to Bush's front man, Gavin Rossdale,
there is no doubt that things are rock
steady for the band. (the quote was
courtesy of Launch.com)

Last week's movie pass winner: Adam Richardson

Mr. Bumble has been hired to tile the floor of a kitchen. Unfortunately, his employer only

has tiles of the shape below. What is the minimum number of tiles he needs to cover a

rectangular floor? (He can turn the tiles over and rotate them as much as he wants, but

cannot break the tiles or overlap them.)

Random Students in the

BriggS Student Center's

S Picks of the Week
Meet the Students in Briggs:
You, the student body, tell
us your favorites as you
tackle homework over a nice
hot cup of java.

Favorite Restaurant: Ashley McCallen ('05).
Lulu's Grille. Lulu has incredible desserts.
Her caramel chocolate brownie is my
favorite, and the way she makes it is divine.
So if any guy wants to take me out, that's
where we're going!

Favorite Dill Pickle Spears: Daniel
Dunnavant ('04). Vlassic brand pickles. I
know you Claussen fans think you have the
crispest pickle, but do you have a stork?.

Favorite Recent Movie: Catherine Harris
('04). IAm Sam. It is really sad, but it is
really good. The acting is amazing, but be
prepared to cry.

Favorite Java City Item: Michelle Eacret
('03). Marbled pound cake. It is filling
enough for a meal, but tastes like a dessert!

Favorite Book: Alex Hornaday ('05). Lord of
the Flies. At first it made me almost sick, but
once I began pondering the implications of
man's inhumanity toward man, I realized it is
a very poignant and relevant work.

Favorite City: Jeremy Clark ('05). San Diego,
California. The weather is perfect! It is
beautiful and sunny ten months out of the
year, has a great nightlife, and one of the
most beautiful spots on the Sunset Cliffs at
Point Loma.

Kathie and the
Hippopotamus
Dollar-night preview, February 6, 8 p.m.

Runs February 7, 8, 9,
14, 15, and 16 at 8 p.m.

For tickets, call the McCoy
box office at 843-3839.

CALL FOR ART:
FEMALE performance artists, visual
artists poets, musicians, etc.
needed:.

Contact venusenvy t@yahoo. com
to find out how to be considered
for an art show opening in Mem-
phis on March 30th.

The Rhodes Puzzler is sponsored by the Math/CS Department of Rhodes College. Send your solution (with name!) to

puzzler@rhodes,edu, or place a Word or text document named "<your name>.doc" in the Puzzler folder located on the
Academic Volume, or turn in a hard copy to Kennan Shelton, 318 Ohlendorf. All solutions must be received by 5:00 p.m.
Saturday. A weekly winner will be randomly chosen from all correct entries to receive two free movie passes, donated by
MalcoTheatres. Seethe Rhodes Puzzler Page at http: //www.mathcs.rhodes.edu/puzzler. html.

Rhodes Puzzler
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Fencing: not just for French people anymore
By Dave Hurt
Staff Writer

You might associate the sport of
fencing with a bunch of young dan-
dies prancing around with narrow
swords in white knickers. But please,
reserve your judgments and snick-
ers until the end of this article. Men-
tal associations aside, the sport of
Fencing presents a compelling case
for being one of the most interest-
ing and peculiar pastimes on the
sports landscape. It seems the pe-
culiarities of fencing, its distinguish-
ing features that set it apart from
lesser sports, lie both in its history
and its main point of focus.

The evolution of fencing in
many ways corresponds to the evo-
lution of warfare. Envision a prehis-
toric campfire. A conflict arises over
the last Woolly Mammoth burger.
Someone gets all crazy and starts
swinging a stick. Fencing is born.
From there fencing advanced to the
wielding of the biblical jawbones of
asses and finally settled into the more
recognizable brandishing of swords.
Modern fencing started to take shape
in fifteenth century Europe where it
served the purpose of both sword-
play practice and as a forum to settle
blood feuds. Different schools de-
veloped to instruct in fencing's finer
points such as the sixteenth century
Spanish school under masters like
Narvaez and Thibault, who refined
their theories to the point of mysti-
cism, demanding of their pupils
knowledge of geometry and physi-
cal coordination almost impossible
to master. Italian masters such as
Agrippa and Ferro developed a more
pragmatic school in the seventeenth
century. By the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury, dueling was in decline as a
means of settling disputes due to
more stringent legal penalties (man-
slaughter, etc.), and, thus, emphasis
shifted from killing the opponent to
merely humiliating him in public.
Out of this new practice of humilia-
tion, the sport of fencing was devel-

oped, new rules were created and
boundaries were set up.

Aside from its history, the rule
book of fencing also has many dis-
tinguishing features. In most other
sports, the points of concentration
center on a ball and a goal. Most
simply and literally, the main target
in fencing lies upon your opponent's
body. To be a proficient fencer, one
must know the enemy, his fears, his
weaknesses, his habits, what he had
for breakfast that morning. All of
these factors play into devising an ef-
fective. defensive/counter-offensive
strategy. For example, if an oppo-
nent has a tendency to parry (a de-
fensive move to divert an attack) in
one direction, then this repetition
presents an opening for a lunge (of-
fensive thrust) in the opposite direc-
tion.

Skill in fencing also encompasses
many intangibles, especially in gru-
eling matches with two equally
matched competitors. In such
matches, certain pregnant moments
arise where the detection of only a
hint of fatigue, a drop of sweat, the
subtle, sweet smell of fear, can de-
cide victory or defeat. The ability to
seize these moments makes an aver-
age fencer a champion.

My only criticism of modern
fencing centers on the conspicuous
absence of witty repartee. In the days
of old, boastful or threatening ver-
biage always accompanied blood
feuds as a one-two punch of martial
spectacle. Although his duels were
theatricalized and predetermined,
the swordplay of Shakespeare pro-
vides a suitable example.
Shakespeare was the professional
wrestler of his time. There was trash
talk, there were threats, there were
oaths on graves, but if you have seen
the play before, you know that the.
outcome is fixed. Benvolio invari-
ably loses to Tybalt. This is why
Shakespeare can never be a sport.
For these reasons,- I propose a new
professional league of fencing that
preserves the indeterminacy of the
sport but also reintroduces

Fraternities * Sororities * Clubs * Student Groups

Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with the easy
Campusfundraiser.com three hour fundraising event.
Does not involve credit card applications.
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so call today!
Contact Campusfundraiser.com at (888) 923-3238 or
ivisit www.campusfundraiser.com

Shakespearean banter between the

two competitors. This reintroduc-
tion of banter would bring "the
McEnroe Factor," to the world of
fencing, making it more psychologi-
cal and probably more popular.

The question arises, "If fencing
is sooo great Dave, then why is it
sooo not popular?" While it is true
that exposure to the sport of fenc-
ing has been limited to the select few,
certain considerations must be
taken into account when pondering

fencing's limited popularity. Partici-
pation requires not only expensive
equipment, bird- cage helmet, pad-
ded jacket, rapier, etc., but also an
opponent to fence, which, believe it
or not, can be hard to come by. But
despair not, fencing hopefuls.
Starter sets, complete with all of the
pre-requisite equipment, have be-
come more affordable, and fencing
clubs are springing up in previously
deemed "fencing wastelands'." Why
even Rhodes, the most backwards
and glorified of all vocational
schools, has one. Please contact in-
structor Brad Kroeker for more info.

1) : I I., a r CI a
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Women's Basketball records sweep over weekend I
By Brain Clark
Athletics Department

The Rhodes women's basket-
ball team (12-8, 9-4 SCAC) won
two big games last weekend
against rivals Centre College and
the University of the South. On
Friday night the Lynx avenged
an earlier five-point road loss to
the Colonels, winning 69-64.
They kept the momentum roll-
ing and defeated Sewanee on
Sunday afternoon by a score of
71-68, overcoming a sixteen-
point deficit with only seven and
half minutes to play.

The Centre game on Friday
night was an up and down battle.
Rhodes started the game on fire
and jumped to a quick 18-2 lead,
and took a nine-point lead into
the locker room at halftime. In
the second half the Lynx lost the
lead, falling behind by five
points before Coach Sam
Wolinski called a crucial
timeout.

"I told this team to stop wor-
rying about the score and just
play basketball," said Wolinski.
"They had played well the whole
game, but I wanted to challenge
them to play even better."

The challenge paid off and

the Lynx went on to claim the
five-point victory. Anna Kizer
('03) led the charge again for the
Lynx scoring a game and season
high of 27 points. She shot per-
fectly from the free throw line
and sank three of six from the
three-point line. She is averag-
ing 15.4 points a game this sea-
son, and is fifth in the SCAC
conference in scoring.

The second leading scorer
for the Lynx this season is Kerry
Wingo ('02), averaging 13.4
points a game. Wingo had a
solid game as well against Cen-
tre, scoring 21 points, grabbing
eleven rebounds, and making
four steals. She ranks eighth in
the conference in scoring.

Sunday's game against
Sewanee proved to be a very
tough test for the Lynx. After
being down by three points at
half, 34-31, the Lynx started off
cold in the second half and were
down 54-38 with 7:42 left.

"The team just wasn't ex-
ecuting and so we decided to
change up our lineup," said
coach Wolinski. "We needed to
get a quicker offense on the floor
and once we did, it paid off."

Rhodes went on to outscore
the Tigers 33-14 to finish the

game on top, thanks to the de-
fense stepping up down the
stretch. This time it was Wingo
who lead the team, shooting 75
percent from the floor (9-of-12)
and totaling 22 points. For her
performances in both games
over the weekend she was named
SCAC co-player-of-the-week.

Lora Filsinger ('04) played
sixteen minutes in the game,
most of them coming in the sec-
ond half when the Lynx went to
the faster lineup. Rosemary
Boner ('03) moved over to the
four spot, giving the team a
quick front line with Boner and
Wingo. However, this was
clearly a team victory and it took
a team effort to get it.

"I'm proud of the effort of
this whole team," said Wolinski.
"They are starting to gel to-
gether as a team and starting to
believe they can beat anybody."

With the win over Sewanee,
the Lynx are alone in third place
in the conference standings. In
second place is Trinity, who the
Lynx will play in the last game of
the regular season at home. Be-
fore that the Lynx must get by a
scrappy Hendrix team this week-
end when they travel to Conway,
Arkansas for the 3 p.m. tip-off.

Double overtime thiller highlights weekend
Men's Basketball extends home winning streak to four
By Matthew Pale
Staff Writer

Last weekend the Rhodes Lynx
men's basketball team played host
to conference foes Centre College
and University of the South. The
last time the Lynx faced off with
these two teams they found them-
selves on the short end of the
scoreboard and looked to come
out on top this time.

The Lynx were also looking
forward to getting back to the fa-
miliar surroundings of Mallory-
Hyde Gymnasium after having
traveled to Indiana the weekend
before.

The Lynx's opponent on Fri-
day night was the Centre Colonels,
who themselves were riding a
three game win streak in which
they had outscored their oppo-
nents by an average of 22.6 points
a game. However, it was the Lynx
who raced out to the early advan-
tage, shooting 57.1 percent from
the field including seven out of
eleven three-pointers, taking a 47-
30 lead at the half.

The Colonels fought back in
the second half, mainly behind the
record effort of Colonel guard
Matt Mooney, who set a school
record for three-pointers made
and tied the SCAC record for
three-pointers attempted, shoot-
ing eleven of sixteen from beyond
the arc. Thanks in large part to
Mooney, the Colonels recovered
from their halftime deficit to send
the game into overtime.

After each team scored only
five points apiece in the first over-
time period, the teams went into
a second overtime session. In the
second overtime, the Lynx ex-
ploded for eighteen points, capped
off by two important three-point
shots made by Austin Lutz ('04)
and Stephen Russell ('05) that
sealed the Colonels' fate.

In the 104-102 win, the Lynx
placed five different players in
double figures, led by Wes Cain
('05) with 23 points and Russell
with twenty points and ten re-
bounds.

After the 50-minute game, the
Lynx entered their Sunday match

with the Sewanee Tigers tired, but
ready to make up for a last-second
defeat earlier in the year. The Lynx
did show some signs of fatigue in
the first moments of the game, al-
lowing the Tigers to take an early
advantage.

After taking a timeout to re-
group, the Lynx were able to battle
back to within four points at the
half. The tough play continued in
the second half as the Lynx held
Sewanee to only 28 second-half
points en route to a 65-62 win. The
Lynx were led in scoring by Russell
with eighteen points and Austin
Lutz ('04) with twelve points.

For his efforts over the week-
end, Lutz was named Co-SCAC
Player of the Week, having aver-
aged fourteen points for the two
games (five more than his previ-
ous season-average) and having
secured the Lynx victories with
important free throws down the
stretch.

This weekend, the Lynx travel
to Conway, Arkansas to face off
with the Hendrix Warriors (3-15,
2-11 SCAC).

Photo by Miriam Dolin
Austin Lutz ('04) moves toward the hoop in the Lynx' double overtime
rout over the Centre Colonels on Friday night. Lutz sank a critical three-
pointer in the second overtime to secure the win for Rhodes.

Swim team posts top finishes,
optimistic about conference finals
By Melanie Telzrow
Staff Writer

Last weekend the Rhodes swim
team traveled to Sewanee for a dual meet.
Rhodes came out of the meet with an
astounding eight first place wins, an im-
pressive outcome due to the sheer dif-
ference in size of swim teams. Sewanee
had forty-seven swimmers compared to
Rhodes' twenty.

Diver Mary Johnston ('03) stole first
place in both the one and three meter
diving, while Daniel Head ('04) received
second place in both diving events. The
other first place wins for the women
went to Kelley Savage ('03) in the 200
yard butterfly, Julie Mediamolle ('02) in
the 100yard freestyle, andAnne Kathryn
Rice ('03) in the 1,000 yard swim. For

the men's team, Chad Jones ('03) re-
ceived first place in the 1,000 yard, 200
yard individual medley, and 500 yard
freestyle. In the 200 yard backstroke
competition, J.R. Tarabocchia ('03) and
Kyle Russ ('04) received second and third,
respectively.

For the next two weeks, the Rhodes
swim team will begin their taper, which
includes more rest and easier workouts
to prepare their bodies for the strenuous
three-day championship meet at
Sewanee February 15-17. Seniors Julie
Mediamolle, Melanie Telzrow, and Jon
Wood hope to make the most of their
last conference competition. Rhodes
hopes to achieve fourth place overall,
behind powerhouses Sewanee, Trinity,
and DePauw.

Crew rows strong in first meet
By John Zeanah
Sports Editor

The fledgling Rhodes crew team
took to competition last weekend, trav-
eling to Chattanooga, Tennessee to
match their skills with a number of state
school teams and organized crew clubs.

Four Rhodes students posted top
ten times, competing in the"never-ever"
division, which is what the name sug-
gests--participants are rowing competi-
tivelyforthefirst time. WhitneyGarman
('04) and Kristy Kummerow ('04) fin-
ished fifth and sixth, respectively, earn-
ing times that would have placed them
in competition for the top spots in the
novice division, one level higher than the
"never-ever" division.

Following Garman and
Kummerow were Lucy Waechter ('05),

finishing seventh, and Megan Pollock
('04), finishing eighth.

The team went up against the host
school, the University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga, as well as Georgia State
University, The Citadel, the University of
Alabama at Birmingham, and a num-
ber of club teams from the surrounding
area.

Team member Shannon Keeling
('04) said of the meet, "For our first com-
petition, I think we performed very
strongly, especially against teams that
were much larger and more organized."
The team has tentative plans to travel to
Missouri for an upcoming meet hosted
by the University of Saint Louis.

Also contributed: Michelle Eacret
and Shannon Keeling


