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The 2002 Nobel Prize
for Physics was awarded to
two U.S. and one Japanese
scientists for their work in
discovering cosmic X-ray
sources. The prize for medi-

- cine went to British and
American scientists for work
illuminating the cause of
AIDS and strokes. Possibili-
ties for the soon-to-be-an-
nounced Peace Prize are the
current Afghan president,
former N.Y.C. mayor Rudy
Giuliani, the Salvation Army,
and the Peace Corps.

A San Francisco gather-
ing of war protesters received
media attention but failed to
generate a real movement of
activists. While this protest
brought around 10,000 activ-
ists, similar protests have

yielded no more than a few
hundred people. Comparisons
to protest during the Vietnam
War have been few and far be-
tween, owing mostly to the ex-
treme difference in the causes
of the wars.

Iran officials assure that
the nation is not harboring any
members of the Al Qaeda net-

- work, denying U.S. reports of
training stations in eastern Iran.
The European Union's special
envoy to Afghanistan voiced
concerns that Iran might be-
come the U.S.'s next target in
the war against terrorism.

A federal judge issued a
restraining order on the labor
stoppage of West Coast ship-
ping, a dispute which has cost
the economy around $2 billion
a day. Officials hope this "cool-
ing-off period" will help both
sides come to an agreement
more easily next week.

Governor campaign
profile: Van Hilleary
By Nicholas Ball

Staff Writer

Republican gubernatorial
candidate Van Hilleary is no
stranger to Tennessee politics.
In 1992 Hilleary made a failed
run for the state Senate. Hilleary
found success during the 1994
congressional elections, win-
ning in the Fourth Congres-
sional District. Having served
four terms in the House,
Hilleary seeks to return to Ten-
nessee as governor.

Tennessee's budget crisis
represents one of the most cru-
cial issues in this election. The
creation of a state income tax
has long been a contentious is-
sue. Hilleary believes the con-
tinuing debate over an income
tax hinders recruiting busi-
nesses to Tennessee and wants
to bury the issue once and for
all. Despite his desire to make
the income tax issue moot,
HIilleary has made his opposi-
tion to an income tax a center-

piece of his campaign.
IHilleary argues that the

state's fiscal problems stem pri-
marily from the uncontrolled
growth of TennCare, the state's
managed health care program.
Hilleary says three major
structural reforms are needed.
First, eligibility requirements
need to be tightened to make
sure the truly uninsurable have
coverage. The state must more
strictly verify the eligibility of
TennCare recipients. Finally,
benefits may need to be ad-
justed to ensure continued sol-
vency.

Hilleary promotes eco-
nomic development alongside
TennCare reform as the key to
alleviating Tennessee's fiscal
woes.

To spur economic devel-
opment, Hilleary seeks to in-
crease grants to aid expansion
of existing businesses and pro-
mote tourism.

Education also serves as
a cornerstone issue of the
Hilleary campaign. Hilleary

states that education should be
a top budget priority. Suffi-
cient funding represents only
one portion of the solution.

Hilleary's platform em-
phasizes both school account-
ability and administrative re-
form of public schools. To
achieve accountability,
Hilleary proposes financial

bonuses for both principals
and teachers who meet certain
standards and the implementa-
tion of charter schools.

Hammering away at Habitat for Humanity
By Laura Dallas rying out the baseball theme. Humanity has built over will reside there upon comple-
Staff Writer Each weekend is named after a 125,000 quality houses since tion of the house. The site is

different plate-working toward 1976. Locally a committee se- close to the house Rhodes con-
Smack! And it is a long the goal of the last "home run" lects homeowners after consid- structed two years ago, increas-

drive to deep center field.... weekend including an "All-Star ering need, ability to repay the ing Rhodes' connection to this
Sound like the swing ofa base- Celebration" on October 23. no-interest loan, and willingness community.
ball bat? No, that is the sound Volunteers sport red baseball to work with Habitat. Rhodes Habitat Chapter
of hammers hard at work on the shirts around campus and Cheryl and Rita Stokes are president Michael Lamb ('04)
Rhodes Habitat for Humanity
house.

"Hammering our way
home" is the build's motto, car-

Rocky, the Memphis Redbirds
mascot, made an appearance at
one build.

Internationally, Habitat for

the homeowners for the Rhodes
Habitat house and, along with
Rita's two children, they work
alongside the volunteers. They
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Just in time for Homecoming: let's rename Palmer Hall
By Stephen Haynes
Associate Professor of Religious Studies

The time has finally
come: the time to change the.
name of Palmer Hall. You
know the building. It's the one
that houses the offices of the
President and Dean of the
College, Registrar, Administra-
tive Services, Admissions, Fi-
nancial Aid, Student Affairs.
Planning & Institutional Re-
search, College Relations, the
English department, Hardie
Auditorium, a number of smart
and not-so-smart classrooms.
and, of course, the granite
bricks bearing the names of
the college's most generous
donors.

However, from the day it
opened in 1925 Palmer Hall
has also housed the legacy of
Benjamin Morgan Palmer
(1818-1902) who, according to
the Palmer Memorial Tablet
that hangs in the southeast cor-
ner of the cloister, is the "fa-
ther of' this institution." This
is not hyperbole; Palmer's
contributions to Rhodes during
its first half-century were un-
paralleled. The college was
reorganized after the Civil
War under his leadership as
Southwestern Presbyterian
University: he was elected as
the institution's first chancel-
]or; and he was the Board of
Trust's most influential mem-
ber for nearly thirty years.

Recognizing Palmer's
herculean efforts on behalf of
the college, the tablet honors
him as "A Patriot, A Scholar.
An Educator, An Ecclesiasti-
cal Statesman and A Pulpit
Orator Unsurpassed." But, as
I explore in a recent book-
Noah ' Curse: The American
Bihlical .Justification of Sla-
very (Oxford, 2002)---Palmer
is best known for preaching
that the preservation of slavery
was the South's "divine trust,"
for, pushing Louisiana toward
secession in late 1860, for por-
traying the Civil War as a

"holy" crusade, and for tire-
lessly arguing that racial seg-
regation was a divinely sanc-
tioned pattern for society.
True, most nineteenth-century
Southern white clergymen sup-
ported slavery and segregation
to some degree.

However, as I learned
while researching religious
sanctions for American racism,
Palmer was unique in several
respects. Like others, he re-
lied on the so-called curse of
Ham in Genesis 9 to justify the
South's peculiar institution be-
fore 1865. But in the
postbellum period, when most
Southerners abandoned the
curse and sought "scientific"
support for their presumptions
of African inferiority, Palmer
relied on the Bible to claim that
the fulfillment ofAnglo-Saxon
destiny required the segrega-
tion of the Japheth's putative;
European descendants from
black "Hamites."

Palmer has been dead for
100 years. In fact, May 25.
2002. was the centennial of his
death, when he succumbed to
injuries sustained when le was
run over by a streetcar at the
intersection of Palmer Street
and St. Charles Avenue in
New Orleans. What better
time to reassess the college's
decision to place a monument
to Palmer's legacy at the heart
of our campus? What better
opportunity to find some other
way of recognizing his service
as "father" of Rhodes Col-
lege? Given the college's
struggles this past year with the
stubborn legacy of white rac-
ism, surely it's time to recon-
sider our architectural celebra-
tion of one of the South's most
influential racists.

I am not advocating that
we bury Palmer's legacy, but
that we remove it from its

place of honor on the Rhodes
campus. Nor should we over-
look the faith and largesse ex-
hibited by the women of
Palmer's church who in the

early 1920s raised the enor-
mous sum of $25,000 in order
to erect a building "to the Glory
of God." But we can celebrate
the gift of a building without
endorsing the worldview of its
namesake.

What I suggest is that the
Palmer Memorial Tablet taken
from the shadows of the clois-
ter to a place on campus where
passersby can reflect upon it
in the light of our recent his-
tory. Everyone associated with
the college would all do well
to consider just what "ideal of
Christian education" Palmer
bequeathed to Rhodes, and to
what extent is it separable
from his use of the Bible to
sanction slavery, secession,
segregation, and genocide. As
far as a new name for the
building is concerned, any
would be preferable to allow-
ing Palmer's name to be asso-
ciated with our institution for
another century.

To get the discussion go-
ing, here are ten suggestions,
each of which respects the
aims of the original donors by
keeping in view religion, race,
and the college's history:

1) Charles Diehl Hall.
(President, 1 917-1949) By any
rational assessment the college
ought to be named after this
former president. So why not
honor his progressive religious
vision in a more prominent
way'?

2) Peyton Rhodes Hall.
(President, 1949-1965) An-
other progressive Presbyterian
who oversaw the integration of
the college in the early 1960s,
and who in 1964 informed a
(donor who complained to him
about student activists at his
church: "Southwestern is not
for sale."

3) Felix Gear Hall.
(Professor of Bible. 1934-
1943) This former Rhodes pro-
fessor served as moderator of
the Presbyterian Church in the
United States in 1964-65 and
fearlessly pushed the denomi-

nation toward racial inclusive-
ness.

4) Howard Romaine
Hall. This member of the
Class of 1.964 led an interra-
cial group of student demon-
strators who sought to inte-
grate worship at Second Pres-
byterian Church throughout the
spring of 1964.

5) Coby Smith Hall
This member of Rhodes' first
integrated class (1968) was
active in the local civil rights
movement and gained national
attention as leader of a militant
group known as "The Invad-
ers."

6) Joe Neville Hall.
This member of the Physical
Plant Staff from 1958 to 2002
remembers using "colored
only" facilities on campus.

7) Paul Tudor Jones
Hall. This former student
(Class of 1932), board mem-
her, and minister at Idlewild
Presbyterian Church was a
progressive voice in the Mem-
phis civil rights movement dur-
ing the 1960s.

8) James A. Wax Hall.
This former rabbi at Temple
Israel (and adjunct professor
of Religious Studies at Rhodes
in the 1980s) mobilized Mem-
phis clergy in support of the
Sanitation Workers' Strike in
1968.

9) Carl Johnson Hall.
This member of the Biology
Department was the first Af-
rican American member of the
college's faculty.

10) Synod of the Mid-
South Hall. In the early 1970s
this church body insisted that
the college's covenant with the
Presbyterian Church include
the obligation to "work toward
the effective recruitment of ra-
cial and ethnic persons at ev-
ery level of the College's life."

This list is by no means
exhaustive. But perhaps it can
serve as food for thought as we
move into a new era of diver-
sity at Rhodes. The time has
come.
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Brains and integrity: they're, like, so five minutes ago
By Jessica Paz
Confused as Hell

Time 10:00 a.m., MWF.
Place: Bench outside of Palmer,
sunny, breezy day. Action: Fe-
male college senior's inner mono-
logue

Nice day to sit outside.
Breeze blowing. Squirrels scur-
tying. Sunlight coming through the
trees. People smoking in the am-
phitheater, ruining our ozone layer.
But hey, we are all going to die

anyway. Who needs an ozone
layer? Might as well be a giant

apocalyptic event like the earth
melting. Nothing interesting ever
happens here anyway.

Remember when you were
first here and everything was new
and exciting? Now everything is

stale and trite. Jess, you are just
getting older.

I sound like an English ma-
jor. At least English is useful and
patriotic. Why did I take Span-
ish? What have the Mexicans
done for us? Oh, yeah...Corona.
Excellent NAFTA contribution.
Plus, you know the whole "I am
Spanish" thing probably had some-
thing to do with the decision.
(Sigh.)

I feel bitter today. Not like
that isn't an everyday thing, but I
am especially malignant this momrn-
ing. It cannot be the wrong side
of the bed; mine's against the wall,
so I can disqualify that myth.
(Mental pat on the back.) I know
it is because of that paper I just
got back.

Is all I am worth a B? I am

in a 200 level history class with 15
kids and I got the B. It's not me.
It cannot be me. I am a senior. I
am perfect. I am a demigod. I
am going to be on my ass with-
out a job in 200 days.

I cannot believe they keep
a countdown till D-Day. How
sadistic is that? Like I don't
know that the clock is ticking.
It keeps me up at night -- the
loud, obnoxious tick-tock of the
real world outside of the iron
gates and guard huts. I'd like to
slam it against the wall.

The girl who sits next to
me in class got a B+. She's not
a major or a minor. She's one of
those core curriculum people
who do not care about the sub-
ject matter, only the cross off on
her degree checklist. I know

there is a conspiracy. Maybe
because she wears tight, low-
cut spandex tops with tight short
skirts to class, in order to expose
her push-up bra bosom, her beer
pouch, and do-it-yourself waxed
legs. She might as well come to
class in a bikini.

Come to think of it, I have
noticed a lot of girls coming to
class dressed that way. Here
comes one now. My good God.
Her cleavage is bounding out of
that Lycra/cotton blend sweater.
She's going to poke on eye out
with those. And those pants leave
nothing to the imagination...even
her thong line is conspicuous.

Wait, that's the girl in my
class. No wonder she got the B+.
Hell, if dressing like Britney
Spears gets you good grades,

imagine what grad school I'd get
into with a Victoria's Secret
negligee. UNC, definitely. If I
step it up a notch -- the stilettos
and trench coat number -
Harvard will be handing me fel-
lowships on a 366-year-old silver
platter John Harvard himself used
as an ashtray or a spittoon.

I might, however, have
moral problems with using my
body to get what I want in life.
Forget that! Everybody is jumnp-
ing off the bridge, and I am going
to make a nose dive if it will get
me into grad school. Who needs
morals? Are not integrity and de-
cency just another accessory like
a Kate Spade purse and a
Tiffany's bracelet?

Crap, it's 10:15. Do I still
have time to change before class?

Diversity at Rhodes: learning from the past, searching for the future
By Carson Weitnauer
The Peripatetic Gadfly

The increasing diversity,
especially ethnic and cultural, of
our college has caused the status
quo and self-understanding of our
campus body to be disturbed. Last
Februar, someone or some people,
perhaps hostile to the possibility of
losing the 'perks' which usually
come from being among the ma-
jority ethnicity and culture, vio-
lently attempted to discourage this
important change.

Thankfully, our campus re-
sponded with support and encour-
agement to the black students and
others who were unjustly injured
and rightly offended by these acts
of hate. But we are now eight
months, one semester and at least
three tests removed from those
events. Before we forget the op-
portunity for love and for change
that these cowardly, anonymous
acts brought our campus, let us
briefly reconsider what diversity
could ideally mean for us at
Rhodes College.

Diversity is a rather mis-
understood concept. This is partly
because political correctness, with
its unduly heavy emphasis on sen-
sitive word choice, gave rise to the

peculiar idea that diversity only
requires us to be polite. Further-
more, some well-meaning yet
rather fuzzy activists have repeat-
edly advocated tolerance.

Now, tolerance is simply a
word without power. Tolerance
suggests respect for others, but it
often includes the assumption that
the other is not particularly liked
or wanted. It usually equivocates
to avoiding any expression of dis-
like or hate, but rarely generates
an active love of the one we are
required to 'tolerate.'

In contrast to this luke-
warm message, the Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. urged that we
treat our neighbors not with vio-
lence or tolerance but with a radi-
cal agape love. This phrase 'agape
love,' derivative from one of four
Greek words for love, is an un-
derstanding, creative, redemptive,
good will to all men. It is an over-
flowing love which seeks nothing
in return. Theologians would say
it is the love of God operating in
the human heart. So that when
one rises to love on this level, he
loves men not because he likes
them, not because their ways ap-
peal to him, but he loves every
man because God loves him (Mar-

tin Luther King, Jr., Love, Law
and Civil Disobedience).

While this is a challenging
definition, I think one reason we
have stopped short of such love is
because we have found ourselves
faced with the surprising difficulty
of radically loving those whom we
struggle to know and therefore
struggle to understand.

In his book Compassion,
Catholic priest Henri Nouwen sug-
gests that the very act of seeking
knowledge and understanding of
others is itself a profound gift of
love. My personal experience has
been that relating to those of a dif-
ferent ethnicity and culture some-
times involves sacrificing time for
other interests, being perceived as
weird, and negotiating awkward
cultural differences. I am
thwarted by social structures that
encourage me to ignore those who
are different. So this is a tough
journey because it takes time,
emotional energy, hard work and
dedication to an often frustrating
process. But I have come to re-
alize there is a corresponding
blessing to be had by serving with
agape love. The uncountable fail-
ures of my brief twenty-one years
have led to a deep-seated recog-

nition that I possess a profound
need for such encounters.

These encounters with
'the other' offer me the support
and the inspiration that I require
to develop. As I see in the other
weaknesses similar to my own, I
am comforted that I am not alone
in my struggles; by observing
those with different strengths, I am
encouraged to improve my life.
We still have a great deal to learn
from the richness and greatness
of other cultures. And so, if only
to selfishly experience the bless-
ings that come with forming
friendships across ethnic and cul-
tural lines, we should seek to do
so.

However, as Rev. King
said, a radical agape love will not
stop at egoistic self-interest, but
will deliberately forsake 'the
perks' that come from participat-
ing with an unjust society. If we
truly listen to and understand the
discrimination that some experi-
ence in our community, then
surely we will find ourselves with
compassion and zeal to undo the
corresponding favoritism, even at
the cost of personal sacrifice. If
the other's well-being is truly our
heart's desire, then any system-

atic element of Rhodes College
that unjustly benefits the majority
at the minority's expense must be
modified until it is equitable and
just. If we are willing to come
this far, we will no longer have a
bland tolerance, but will be seek-
ing after the ideal that Jesus Christ
lived and taught. After all, what
good is it for us to gain the whole
world yet forfeit our very souls?

Rhodes College, let us
learn that the point is not to have
promising statistics, but to seek
friendship with the diverse people
ofthiscollege. The point isnot toler-
ance, which leads to stereotypes and
prejudices, but to seek the knowl-
edge and understanding of each
other that is at the foundation oflife-
giving love. The point is not to gain
all the privileges, perks and prestige
the world offersus; this willonly give
us a continual hunger for more and
more and more. The point is to be a
conduit of God's agape love in our
beautifully diverse comnmunity. Ifwe
follow this path, uncomfortable
though the road may be at times, we
will end up with a social order
where love, justice and hope flour-
ish. May we lovingly take risks
towards the accomplishment of
this end.
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To bomb or not to bomb: what a stupid question
Scott Holmes
Editor-in-chief

It is time for us, as
Americans, to sit down and
think about our current
President and his policies. Sure,
we should have thought about
him more two years ago, but
well, hindsight is 20/20. Right
now President Bush is pressing
for a preemptive strike on Iraq,
setting a precedent for
American foreign policy. In this
article I plan to ask a few
questions that I think should be
asked loudly by the American
people.

In his most recent
speech on the matter, Bush
made his case to the American
people in Cincinnati, Ohio on
the October 8. In this speech
Bush condemns Iraq's "eleven
year defiance, deception, and
bad faith." If Bush would
examine the U.S.'s actions in
the last eleven years, he would
find that when he points his
finger there would be four
fingers pointing back at
himself, or us. You will find

that this constant hypocrisy by
America is a consistent theme
in my article. Bush goes on to
state that Iraq has "struck other
nations without warning, and
holds an unrelenting hostility
towards the United States." If
America launches a military
strike on Iraq, will we not be the
country striking other nations
without warning? Have we not
since the early nineties held an
"unrelenting hostility" toward
Iraq?

The United States'
alleged problem with Iraq is
that they (supposedly) hold
weapons of mass destruction.
This is not alright with us. Only
nations who we consider
friends, or do not find
threatening are allowed to
posses these weapons. Never
mind the fact that within the last
year India and Pakistan, both of
whom hold nuclear weapons,
came extremely close to war,
and both continue to show the
world their power with nuclear
weapon tests. I am not
advocating that we should
allow Iraq to possess nuclear
weapons, but just maybe we
should create a policy that is

clear and has some grounding
in common sense.

To make sure everyone
is aware, we are still the only
country to have used a nuclear
device as a weapon. It was
during a war, some might say,
and yes, this is true, but it also
killed tens of thousands of
civilians. Does a declaration of
war really matter when the lives
of so many civilians are taken?
These are not easy questions to
answer, and in fact they may be
impossible, but we should still
think about them and remember
what we have done. Bush in
what I counted to be five direct
references to September 11,

said, "We have seen that those
who hate Americans are willing
to crash airplanes into buildings
full of innocent people."
America, who hates anyone
who might be a threat, is willing
to drop bombs on innocent
people to make sure there is no
chance for any country to
oppose us. Does that sound
right? Would Bush agree that
anyone who owns a gun should
have it taken away because they
might shoot someone they hate
with it? No, he is opposed to
stricter gun laws.

Bush quotes Kennedy
who said, "Neither the United
States of America nor the world

community of nations can
tolerate deliberate deception
and offensive threats on the part
of any nation, large or small."
What would Bush call the
language he is using? Certainly
not offensive threats; that
would be hypocritical. America
needs to take a few steps back
and look at how others might
see us, ask a couple of nations
how they like being constantly
bullied, ask ourselves why we
are called ugly Americans.
Could this all just be jealousy?
I seriously doubt it. Maybe it is
time we stop asking oursleves who
we should bomb and why and ask,
why does everyone hate us?

Fraternities * Sororities
Clubs * Student Groups

Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with a proven
CampusFundraiser 3 hour fundraising event. Our programs
make fundraising easy with no risks. Fundraising dates are
filling quickly, so get with the program! It works. Contact
CampusFundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or visit
www.campu sfundraiser.com
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In the Bubble
SZu'wester

9:00 a.m. Mallory Gym Parking Lot. Vehicle I
accident

1:37 a.m. Voorhies - Fire Alarm: Fire
extinguisher expended - suspect
identified, pending further action

9:05 a.m. Speeding incident - Phillips Lane.
12:15 p.m. Injury - Java City: Transported to

hospital by ambulance
11:55 p.m. Noise complaint various areas of

campus: White Ford Bronco with
bull horn making a disturbance

8:15 a.m. Three vehicles towed trom
reserved parking area in
Mallory gym lot. Signs posted

10:42 a.m. Briggs Fac/Staff lot - Vandalism:
Suspect(s) climbed atop a
student's car and caved in the roof

of the car. Under investigation.
Anyone with information about this
incident is strongly encouraged to

contact Ralph Hatley at 3881.
10:50 a.m. Lynx Lair: Sometime between the

day before and this time a camera
and lens was stolen from a pack

left in the Lair. Report made under
investigation

3:00 p.m. MPD on Campus to follow up on a
robbery that occurred off campus
at Collettas on Highland Ave. near
the U of M.

11:25 p.m. Stewart Hall -Alarm -storm
related

11:30 p.m. Robb Hall - suspicious odor. All
okay

11:50 p.m. Lightning struck near Bellingrath,
knocking out some-some electrical

and CCTV capabilities.

Alice: Is it just me, or is Contents Under Pressure not the best and most amusing group on campus?

John: It's just you. Actually Contents Under Pressure is the second most amusing group on campus. The

most amusing is the Club of People Who Like to Pay John Sexton's Tuition(CPWLPJST). But, since that club

currently has no members, I guess CUP wins by default.

Alice: Do you guys have secret handshakes or anything?

John: After what happened last time, we do our best not to touch each other Ever

Alice: Is there any sort of social hierarchy within the group?

John: Not within the group, although outside of the group we are all pretty much on the bottom of the social

food chain. Except for David Wright. I heard he kissed a girl once, but I can 't prove anything.

Alice: How do you all come up with the ideas for skits?

John: I think of about half of my stuff out of the proverbial blue, and the other half of my inspiration comes

from observation-hence the toothpick skit and lastyear 's "Hihowareyoudoinggoodhowareyoudoingoodgood"

skit. Mostly, though, I just love to write. As for the other members, Matt usually takes the most twisted thing

he can think of adds a murderous clown and some mustard, and then slips it into the show at the last minute

before anyone can veto it. Jason just turns in bits of string. I don't think he knows how to read.

Alice: So can we be like best friends and have inside jokes and call each other all the time?

John: Well, we can be LIKE best friends, but we can't beACTUAL best friends. Maybe ifyou were into totally

radical tubular bodacious 2-X-treme stuff Then we could talk.

Alice: Do you have any plans to continue doing comedy once you get out of Rhodes?

John: You wouldn 't think so from my physics major, but honestly there is nothing I would love more. I always

say that my dream would be a Seinfeld-esque TV show or to write and perform sketch comedy...but if that

.falls through, I guess there is always medical physics.

Alice: What was the weirdest thing that you did in high school?

John: Where? Never heard of it, sorry.

Alice: How do you think that humor can change the world? Or do you?

John: Well, that depends. If by "humor" you mean "Giving John Sexton 800 Billion dollars and unconditional

ownership of the universe, " then I would be inchlined to say yep. " But, if by "humor" you mean "A ten-

ghllon hat fil of Hotwheels and Skittt'e then I would have to say "yep.

Alice: Remember in your last pdrformance '1Vhen you played Timmy's friend, and you all went over to his

house, and he didn't move, and you all made fun of him and it turned out that he was dead?

John: You know, its funny--the character of Dead Timmy was actually based on a friend I had when I was

young. Except my friend's name was Josh, and he was alive and healthy. The funniest part, though, is that

Josh never had a wagon! I guess that's what you call "artistic liberty, " right?

Alice: That was cool.

John: Thanks.

Page 5
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said that "building a Habitat
house is a great service in so
many ways. It provides the
family with a new home,
fosters in them a sense of
home ownership and personal
responsibility, and allows
them to become a valuable part
of their community."

Jessica Anschutz, com-
munity service coordinator for
the chaplain's office, serves as
the team's advisor. Rhodes
Habitat is responsible for both
the money and labor for the
entire house. To raise the nec-
essary money, Habitat co-
sponsored Test the Test with
Career Services, as well as
other fundraisers. The team
also received a $22,500 grant
from the Tennessee General

Assembly, as well as signifi-
cant funds from President
Troutt's office, two generous
faculty members, and the stu-
dent allocations board.

Many different student
groups, fraternities and sorori-
ties, elected boards, and even
the fencing club, have volun-
teered. Bill Newsom serves as
the "green hat," the site super-
visor for this build, and has
worked with Rhodes for about
eight years. He instructs vol-
unteers and ensures the con-
struction quality.

Volunteers rave about
their experiences working on
the Habitat house. Ashley
Carver ('06) said, "It is amaz-
ing to spend five hours on a
Saturday and really see what
you've done. There is such a
feeling of accomplishment."
She has discovered her natu-
ral talent for hammering and
a passion for installing siding.
Sarah Sanders ('05) also en-
joys the physical aspect of the

work, as well as "the idea of
seeing something I took part in
go up before my eyes."

Involvement of the com-
munity is key, Lamb stresses
"Constructing a Habitat house
is an incredible opportunity for
Rhodes. Students, faculty,
staff, administrators, alumni,
Aramark, and even trustees
have reached out to the Mem-
phis community and have
joined together around a com-
mon focus of service. It truly
is the total community effort
that has made this project so
successful."

Students interested in
volunteering on Saturday, Oc-
tober 8 can choose from two
shifts: 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.,
with lunch provided, and 12:00
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. To carpool
to the house meet behind the
mail room at 6:45 a.m. and
11:45 a.m., respectively. The
house dedication ceremony
will be held on Sunday at the
house at 2:00 p.m.

.. THES
F There is no place 'q

anything like this place,
anywhere near t place, so

Thst must be "3h Place ?

Current polls indicate a
statistical dead heat between
Hilleary and Democratic oppo-
nent Phil Bredesen. As Elec-
tion Day approaches, the rheto-

1 row Pag ric has grown more heated,
particularly from the Hilleary
campaign.

Public school reform ini- Hilleary has repeatedly
tiatives include easing of cer- attacked Bredesen as a tax-
tification for those who make and-spend liberal for raising
teaching a second career, state- property taxes 37% during his
provided teachers' insurance, tenure as mayor of Nashville.
and refocusing primary school Hilleary has also accused
curriculum to highlight math Bredesen of "using the taxpay-
and reading. ers of Nashville as an ATM" in

his dealings to attract the
Houston Oilers NFL franchise
(now the Tennessee Titans) and
Dell Computer Corporation.

Bredesen has also been
painted as a closet supporter of
a state income tax for failure
to commit to opposing a tax
during both terms if elected.
The Hilleary campaign has fur-
ther criticized Bredesen for
spending $6 million in appar-
ent violation of state election
law limiting personal spend-
ing. Bredesen has countered
that the attorney general be-

"For a change 1Or -th ;ns
lieves the law is unconstitu- during a debate in Knoxville
tional, and the state election and criticizing Hilleary's
commission refises to enforce record on education funding in
it. Congress.

Bredesen has also gone For more information on
on the offensive, challenging the Hilleary campaign, visit
Hilleary's intellectual savvy www.vanhilleary.com
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Let Go of "punk rocker"Avril's recycled Alanis
By Amy Barnette
Executive Assistant

When the video for
Avril Lavigne's single
"Complicated" first played
on MTV, I could not decide
what to think of the song. Ad-
mittedly, I was drawn in by the
merchandising-a punk rock
girl, cute skater-guy band,
knocking over mall junk .-- it
was a genre I theoretically
should like, at least because it
seemed like something differ-
ent than the pattern of new art-
ists at the time. As I heard the
song more and more, my
negative feelings for the mu-
sic became more apparent,
but I could not shake the ob-
ligation I felt to appreciate it.

I finally downloaded the
whole album, Let Go (this
before our esteemed campus
server throttled download ca-
pabilities to about 3K/sec),
to see what I thought of the
rest of the music.

My decision took less
than one whole listening ses-
sion. The album did not show
much talent, lacked any hints
of the rebellious punk vibe the
fervent ad campaign promised,
and generally amounted to
Alanis Morissette, without the
appeal. It was not anti-pop;
it was just the next phase, or
craze, as you will. Generally,
I felt cheated of the total
hour I spent on the discov-
ery.

I have heard the argu-
ments against anti-Avril sen-

timents: she never claimed to
be a punk; she did not want
to be famous; she and her
boy band are just doing what
they love. Avril and her band,
however, signed on the Arista
record label. Those who
watched Real World 10: Back
to New York (forgive my late-
night reality show obsession)
know that Arista is big-name,
big-bucks, and itching for
hits in the pop and rock are-
nas. Signing with L.A. Reid
means being expected to find
a large audience. I imagine
L.A. Reid's over-simplified
decision to sign Avril
Lavigne, with a discussion of
"the anti-Britney" and the
need for cute guys in the
background. Lyrics would
need to be jaded with the

prep world and searching for
something "real." The girl
should be pretty enough to at-
tract young guys but should
look like she did not care, with
heavily-lined eyes and guys'
clothing pulling off the look.
Avril Lavigne was this
movement's Johnny Bravo-----
hey, the plaid necktie fit-
and the newly-rebellious pu-
bescent generation gained its
idol du jour. The playlists
soon dropped "Lucky" and
"Slave 4 U" and picked up
"Complicated" and "Sk8er
Boi."

Do not think of me as a
complete cynic snob. I do not
classify all female singers as
mindless, industry-driven
pop. Go back a few years and
listen to the "original,"

Jagged Little Pill. If you
were disappointed in not get-
ting kickass, girl-driven punk
from Avril Lavigne, try out the
Yeah Yeah Yeahs, whose lead
singer Karen O. just might po-
etically thrash Avril with her
necktie while belting out lyr-
ics to the band's angry chords,
which take you back to the
early days of punk. Or, for
the classic lyrical and often
bitter genre of girl rock
popularized by Alanis
Morissette and Fiona Apple,
P.J. Harvey and Ani
DiFranco offer :fresher op-
tions, despite their
datedness. As for Avril
Lavigne, face it: pop lyrics,
pop tunes, and a sock on her
arm. Is this really the next
revolution?

Hopkins' Red Dragon thrills, chills, and confuses audience
By Christian Masters

Staff Writer

Hannibal Lecter,
America's favorite psycho-
path, has again returned to
cinema in the feature film
Red Dragon. The viewer is
served a veritable feast of
acting talent and a generous
helping of suspense, but the
final portion of our meal is
generally a confused mess.
Brett Ratner, our cook, loses
the brilliant touch he exhib-
its in the initial stages of our
course. Even so, however,
this dinner leaves us with a
pleasant aftertaste, although
I would dearly have cared for
some fava beans and, per-
haps, a nice Chianti.

The basic plot structure
of Red Dragon follows the
events after Hannibal's (An-
thony Hopkins) arrest by the
capable Will Graham (Ed-
ward Norton). The two had
combined talents to pursue
the "Chesapeake Ripper,"
but after an ingenious revela-

tion Graham sees Hannibal's
guilt, and the good doctor is
jailed. Graham retires but is
soon called back into the FBI
by his old boss, Harvey
Keitel, after a serial killer
dubbed "The Tooth Fairy"
butchers two families. Gra-
ham needs help and turns to
Hannibal for advice.

The underlying theme
of this movie is the fine line
between reason and intellect.
Lecter is something of a cin-
ematic paradox; he is hyper-
intelligent yet lacks any mo-
rality or reason whatsoever.
In Red Dragon, Anthony
Hopkins again succeeds at
exuding this bizarre cha-
risma; his cold eyes burn
through the celluloid; his con-
frontations with Norton are
particularly chilling. One of
my favorite shots of the film
is the introductory panning
into a crowd of cultured gen-
tility; Lecter's evil stare is
immediately detected, even
amidst the sea of black and

white.
Edward Norton plays

the role of Will Graham with
a brilliant subtlety. Graham
is swept into the tormented
world of the Red Dragon
(Ralph Fiennes), but even
among the psychopaths he
maintains his humanity and
rationality, perhaps anchored
by his wife and child. The
viewer best glimpses Graham
when he claims to have cap-
tured Lecter because the doc-
tor had certain disadvan-
tages. When Hannibal
prompts him as to what these
were, Norton intones,
"You're insane." He needs
the brilliant intelligence of
Hannibal, but such intellect
comes at a price.

The co-dependent rela-
tionship between Lecter and
Graham is brilliantly por-
trayed and even more com-
pelling than that between
Clarice Starling and
Hannibal in Silence of the
Lambs. Unfortunately, the

true focus of this film is
Francis Dolarhyde, the Red
Dragon/Tooth Fairy. Left to
their own devices Norton and
Hopkins could have easily
carried the film, but clumsy
direction from Ratner stings
our palate and wastes a bril-
liant turn by Ralph Fiennes.

Firstly, Ratner is best
known for Rush Hour and its
sequel, so I am still a bit be-
fuddled as to why he was
chosen to helm the project.
He manages quite well, actu-
ally, in the first half, when
Dolarhyde is clearly por-
trayed as evil; it gives us sev-
eral moments of true nail-bit-
ing suspense. Later, how-
ever, the viewer is led to
sympathize with Dolarhyde;
we almost feel guilty assign-
ing responsibility to him as
most of the blame rests on his
abusive grandmother. But
this man butchered eleven
people, six children in-
cluded! At the film's climax,
we are uncertain how to re-

gard the villain. Had Ratner
painted everything in black
and white, the suspense
would have been far more
gripping; we would not have
been concerned with the am-
biguities of Dolarhyde's in-
sanity and mtivation.

Emily Watson, Philip
Seymour Hoffman, and
Harvey Keitel are given pe-
ripheral roles, but manage
them very capably. Had the
film's structure been a little
more concrete and direct, it
could have easily trumped its
much-acclaimed predeces-
sor. The well-rounded acting
and eerily-dispersed mo-
ments of shock, however, are
easily worth admittance.
And, to give Ratner his due,
one of the scariest moments
in recent cinema history is in
the concluding portion.
There is still reason to crave
further chapters of Lecter's
morbid autobiography.

It is like having an old
friend for dinner.
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Nicki S. Lee's PROJECTS captures a different side of life
By Alison Stohr and Pete Moore
Staff writers

Since September 6,
photographs documenting
the subcultures of skate-
boarders, senior citizens, and
the ever appropriate (for
Rhodes at least) yuppies
have found a home in the
Clough Hanson gallery. An
exhibit of work this diverse
usually only finds unity in the
fact that all of it sprung from
one single human being. Nikki
Lee, the Korean artist respon-
sible for these images, rejects
the role of the artist as being
strictly a body hiding behind
a tapestry. Instead she dons the
stereotypical identity of the
aforementioned groups, much
like an anthropological chame-
leon and allows friends or
passing strangers to take snap-
shots, documenting her assimi-
lation into each identity. This
series has gained a world wide
interest. earnintz her exhibits in

the Galeria Senda in
Barcelona, the Bronx Mu-
seum, and finally, Rhodes Col-
lege. Not only did the Gallery
make it possible to show Lee's
work, but it was also lucky
enough to host an artist talk on
October 3 in Hardie Audito-
rium.

A crowd of journalists,
Memphians, fellow artists, and
interested Rhodes students
filled the room, anxiously
awaiting her explanation of the
experiences she accrued in re-
cording these cultures. Lee
took the stage equipped with a
projector and an insight on the
research involved in fitting
into each didactic group. She
spoke on the makeup involved
in her seniors project, the three
times a week for three months
tanning schedule for the hip
hop project; and the physical
damage incurred by learning
how to skate for the skate-
boarder project. Each descrip-
tion was accompanied by pho-

tos that either led the audience
to laughter, as with the tourist
project, or into quiet voyeur-
ism, as with the exotic dancer
project. She told the crowd
that her interests were "more
about the relationships, and
how other's identity affects my
identity."

Lee's work not only
raises questions of identity, but
also employs methods which
seem to challenge the standard
classification of "art." Be-
cause the artist herself is not
the person behind the camera
and no instructions are given
for the desired composition of
the photograph, aside from the
request that the picture-taker
not crop her head out of the
photo, Lee's opus appears to
be a documenting of subcul-
tures as well as a study of the
classification drawn between

photography and amateur
snapshots. To this aim, the
artist always employs a non-
professional camera, leaving

the date that appears on the
photo in place (though some-
times altering it slightly "so
it's kind of fake").

During the question and
answer session, Lee was
given the opportunity to an-
swer a wide variety of ques-
tions, some of which dis-
puted the significance of her
work. One audience member
was somewhat frustrated that
the hip hop project was the
only one for which Lee chose
to change her skin color and
what this said about racist ste-
reotypes. Lee responded with
the explanation that "person-
ally, I wasn't really thinking
about race relations. To me,
I'm more interested in how
people choose their culture. I
feel there are still stereotypes
and I don't really think they're
wrong. I just see the stereo-
types and try to fit in." As for
the challenge of assimilation
with each of these contrast-
ing groups, Lee stated that

people usually have no
trouble accepting her be-
cause "I'm a really tiny and
petite Asian woman, and
people think I can't hurt them,
so I don't really have a prob-
lem with that." The gallery
talk ended with the artist ex-
plaining that she did not have
a favorite project, and asking
her to pick only one was like
asking a mother to pick her fa-
vorite of five children.

Although Lee's work
cannot be understood in pre-
cisely the same manner in
which one usually classifies
art, this confronting of the
standard is part of its merit.
Even if one does not agree
with the politics of Lee's art,
there is no denying the subtle
beauty of her work, which
captures the seemingly mun-
dane in often striking ways.

Nikki S. Lee:
PROJECTS will be showing
in Clough-Hanson gallery
throueh October 16.

;, r
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Football defeats Washington Women's soccer hits rough
University in overtime thriller spot with two SCAC losses
By Stu Johnston
Staff Writer

What a difference a week
makes! Just seven days follow-
ing a disheartening loss to lesser
opponent Pomona-Pitzer in Los
Angeles, the Lynx returned to
Memphis with much-needed
fire in their guts. The fire boiled
over to the football field, as the
Lynx turned in a sterling perfor-
mance in stunning the Washing-
ton University Bears 34-27 in
overtime. Washington Univer-
sity has approximately four
times the numlber ofundergradu-
ate students, and a victory over
this tough opponent did wonders
for "righting the ship," as the
Lynx move back into SCAC
action next week against the
Fighting Engineers of Rose-
Hulman.

Rhodes did many things
in this contest that it had not been
able to do the past few weeks.
There was an air of intensity, a
sense of urgency presence from
the beginning of the game that
was sorely lacking in losses to
Pomona and Centre the previ-
ous week. Opportunities pre-
sented themselves, and the Lynx
took advantage. They forced five
turnovers and parlayed two of
those turnovers into scores and
another into an 80-yard drive
that ate up the remainder of the
first half.

"We have worked hard to
get everyone on the same page,"
said wide receiver and key of-
fensive player Ryan
McLaughlin ('04). "We don't

necessarily have many players
that are great on their own, but
when we play together our of-
fense is high-powered and our
defense is tenacious."

The most important drive
ofthe game, and incidentally, the
drive that epitomized the Lynx's
transformation from previous
weeks, took only two plays and.
encompassed but the last eleven
seconds ofregulation. The Lynx
had been ahead 20-13 at the be-
ginning of the fourth quarter, but
things seemed to be unraveling
quickly. With four minutes to
play in the game, the Bears
scored a touchdown to take a27-
20 lead.

In those last four minutes,
the Lynx showed a year's worth
of character. Although they
didn't score on the fotllowing
drive, the Lynx were able to
move the ball deep into Wash U
tenrritory all the way to the 26-
yard-line .- before they stalled
and lost possession on downs.
Again, after stalling on downs,
the Lynx had ample opportunity
to fold, given there was only 1:14
left on the clock. Instead, they
used their time outs wisely, and
forced the Bears to punt with less
than half a minute to play.

After the punt and ensu-
ing return play, the Lynx had a
mere 11 seconds to find the end
zone from 49 yards away. On
the first play from scrimmage,
quarterback Dan Swanstrom
('04) hit wide receiver Matt De-
ment ('05) streaking down the
sideline for 48 of those yards.
Thanks to the rule unique to col-

lege football that stops the clock
when a team gains a first down
(until the chains are set), the
Lynx were able to get set and
spike the ball, stopping the clock
with three seconds to play. The
line surged forward and Rory
Faver ('05) was able to find the
end zone to tie the game as time
ran out.

Rhodes struck first in the
overtime period, as Swanstrom
found Dement again, this time
on fourth down and goal fi-om
the 14-yard-line. Then fireshman
cornerback Gifford Louden
erased all hope of an equalizer
from the Bears by picking off
an errant pass, the fifth and final
Wash U turnover of the day.
Louden, one of two freshmen
starting at cornerback had a ca-
reer day statistically, with three
interceptions, five unassisted
tackles, and a fumble returned
37 yards foratouchdown. Line-
backer Josh Irby ('()5) was also
active, with eight tackles and six
passes defended.

Swanstrom, Dement,
and McLaughlin were the
leaders for the Lynx on of-
fense. Swanstrom had an-
other big day in the pocket,
completing 24 of 45 passes
for 295 yards and two scores.
He leads the SCAC in total
offense, averaging 321 yards
per game (passing and run-
ning). Dement had two huge
catches near the end of the
game and finished with six
for 92 yards. McLaughlin
was steady all day with seven
catches for 119 yards.

By Laura Whiteley
Women's Soccer Coach

After opening its season
with a 6-2-0 record-the best
season start since 1998 for a
Lynx women's soccer team---
Rhodes faltered on the road
against conference foes
Sewanee and. Centre, posting
two surprising losses and drop-
ping to below .500 in the SCAC.

According to head
coach Laura Whiteley, "Our
biggest fear about the game
versus Loyola being canceled
last weekend was that we
would fall out of sync with a
two week break, and enter the
game against one of our big-
gest rivals, Sewanee, unpre-
pared.

"On the field at
Sewanee, unfortunately, that
two week break showed and
we had one of the sloppiest
games I have seen all year."

On Friday, October 4,
despite the fact that Rhodes
entered the game as the favor-
ite, Sewanee scored two quick
goals in the first half(at 11:24
and 12:15), while Rhodes
struggled to regain its compo-
sure and failed to play the pos-
session game it has found suc-
cess with all year long.

The Lynx opened the
second half with an obvious
change in its level of play,
however, and pounded the Ti-
gers' goal for the first 10-15
minutes, narrowly missing on
numerous opportunities that
either hit the post or were
saved by Seyvanee's keeper.

Unfortunately, soon thereafter
Rhodes gave the ball away
right in front of its goal while
trying to distribute out of the
back, and Sewanee capitalized
yet again, making the score 3-
0, where it remained for the
rest of the game.

Rhodes then traveled to
Centre College on Sunday,
October 6 with the intent of
both getting itself back on
track after the setback. at
Sewanee and bringing its con-
ference record back to .500.

The Lynx opened the
first half against the Colonels
impressively, holding most of
the possession and breaking
through Centre's back line on
many occasions. Unfortu-
nately, though, the team could
not put its chances into the
back of the net.

Then midway through
the second half, Rhodes gave
up an unnecessary foul/free
kick just outside its own 18-
yard box, and Centre put the
shot into the far-post upper-90
to make the score 1-0 in the
Colonels' favor. Rhodes could
not recover---despite many
last-minute efforts in front of
Centre's goal---and the Colo-
nels held onto their lead, shut-
ting Rhodes out for the second
time during the weekend.

Rhodes will play again
at home on Saturday, Octo-
ber 12 at 2pm against
Hendrix College. The Lynx
will be looking for a win and
hope to improve their record
to 7-4-0.

Lynx cross country has impressive showing at home
By Colin Strickland 26:44,a63 second improvement 28:13. GermantownnativeMat- Park. They posted a second Rhodes finisher at 6th place in
Staff Writer from his previous best time. He thew Sauter ('05) ran his stron- place finish, despite also miss- 19:24. Haley McConaghy ('06)

Saturday, October 5 fell three seconds short offresh- gest race of the season thus far ing a top runner, Amy Paine ran apersonal best of20:27, fin-
was a breakthrough day for the manconferencerival Lucas Rid- and finished 28th in 28:29. ('03). Seven of eight of the ishing third for the Lynx, and
Rhodes cross country team as ley ofSewanee, but the stage has The top five men rounded women ran either personal or 24th overall. Lauren Glas ('03)
they hosted the Rhodes Invita- been set for a four year rivalry. off the Lynx scoring, giving seasonal best times, helping to broke twenty-one minutes for
tional at Plough Park. The men Matt Wood ('05) who fin- them 87 points. Birmingham secure this high finish. the second time in her career and
raced to a fourth place finish, de- ished 14th in 27:37 was the sec- Southern won the meet with 40 Marie Brandewiede ('04) finished 31st in 20:51.
spite missing their number one ond finisher for the Lynx. Hle points, and their own Lars Por- took the individual title, winning With 97 points, the Lynx
runner, Brian McCarthy. Four- was followed by Bill Harrison ter won the race with a time of the race in a personal best time only finished behind the Univer-
teen of eighteen of the men set ('03) who ran a personal best of 26:12. The Lynx handily de- of 18:51 for the five kilometer sity of Alabama at Huntsville
personal best times on the roll- 28:06 and finished 19th in his feated conference teams course. Inspired by the presence who won the meet with 52
ing eight kilometer course. last collegiate race on the Lynx Sewanee (131), Hendrix (179), of her fimnily, the St. Louis na- points. The Lynx also severely

Freshman Colin home course. Todd Ridley ('05) and Southwestern (326). tive had her first sub-19 minute beat conference teams Sewanee
Strickland led the Lynx with a continued his improvement by The Rhodes women also finish of the season, Elizabeth (198), Hendrix (263), and South-
fourth place finish in a time of finishing 22nd with a time of had an outstanding day at Plough Wester ('03) was the second westem (343).
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Welcome, freshmen: we are The Rhode'ster, here for you

I can see it now: wallowing in
your typical Wednesday afternoon
drunken stupor, you are accused by
your equally faced roommate of be-
ing "stupid" because you currently
think the best way to spend your time
is to see how many times you can
crash Mario's cart into a wall before
time runs out, while your roommate
argues that those of higher intellec-
tual standards would be discussing
what Princess Toadstool would look
like stripped. of her royal accoutre-
ments, Outraged and in a frenzy to
prove your mental acumen, you grab
the nearest reading material at hand----
acopyofthatacmeofjoumalism, The
&rnu wester. which you had previ-
ously used to clean up that spill of the
niixeddrinkyoumade with SoCoand
drained Ramen water.

Butconfusion sets in. The words
are unintelligible, and all the people
in the pictures are standing on their
heads., Page .one makes no sense.
page two makes less-what's going

on? Page after page of garbled non-
sense until -at last! Three pages that
are clear, crisp, and fully intelligible!
But what's this? You rub your eyes.
Are you hallucinating? It no longer
reads Sou 'wester at the top, but now
Rhodes'ter. What the dilly, yo?

Fear not, denizens ofGlassell and
Williford! There is an explanation!
The Rhodes'teris printed upside down
on the back of The Sou 'wester! Why
is that? Well...

Did you ever see that episode of
the Simpsons where the big Holly-
wood studio is going to film a Radio-
active Man movie and they see the ad
that says "FLIM SPRINGFIELD"
and the guy says. "Let's film there!
They're so good. they don't need
fancy ads or even proper spelling!"'?

Well, The Rhode .tWr is kind of
like that. We're so excellent, we don't
need fancy ads or even to be printed
right side up. We assume our reader-
ship has the intelligence level neces-
sary- to reade down.

We're mie that our shirts don't
fit.'

We are The Rhodet, and we
are here to bring you, the people, the
stories that other campus publications
cannot or will not bring you. Sure,
The Sou 'weyter's Campus Safety Log
might tell you that 476 bicycles were

stolen last Monday, but only The
Rhode Ser broke the story that the re-
sult of crossing the streams would be
total protonic reversal. Who knows

how many lives we saved with that
report?

But we cannot do this withoutyour
help. TheRhode.s;erneedswliters, and

more importantly, The Rhode ster
needs readers. Each issue of The
Rhode ster (published intermittently!)
has information through which you can
contact the editor (me) to submit a
story, tell me how awesome I am, or
forward me a hilariously
Photoshopped picture of a kitten be-
ing chased by Domo Kuns warning
of the evils of onanism.

They don't tell you this in PA
groups, but being a writer for The
Rhode .ster is like being a minor celeb-
rity. Shortly after my first story was
printed my freshman year, things re-
ally started to change for me. Slowly,
professors started remembering my
name more and more. I began getting
a slightly larger portion of horse steak
in the ILat than other students. Ran-
dom people on campus would say
things to me like, "Excuse me," or
"Hey, come back here with my back-
pack."

All this andmore can beyours, just
for writing for The Rhode rfei Heck,
J've heard iumors that this sort ofgood
fortune occurs just for being one of our
readers, or-as my assistant editoriack
called them shortly before I brained
him with an aluminum bat----our
read'sters.

We are TheRhode. ter. Welcome
home.

Just 'cause we mated doesn't mean we can't be civil

So what's the big deal?
Are you mad at me or
sumpin'?.> I mean, sure. I
haven't called you or even
made an effort to talk to you,
but that doesn't mean we can't
exchange passing glances.

This isn't even that big a
deal - it happens to every-
body. You were drunk, and 1
was drunk, and we made a
mistake. No! I don't mean
that what we did was a mis-
take, but just that...well, I'm
really not looking for commit-
ment right now. But we sure
had fun and all, right? Re-
member when we bumped our
heads and had that amazing
laugh together. Or when my
gum got stuck in your braces?

It sure was a memorable
night...

But now you won't look at
me, even. I mean, I see you
four days a week in Latin class
and can't'get even as much as
a 'Salve' from you. What's the
big deal? So we told each other
our most intimate secrets? It's
not like I'll tell anyone. ;Ex-
cept my pledge brothers and
my friends back home, but they
don't know you. And, hey -- I
offered to walk you home.
YOU'RE the one who said no.

1 felt really bad when you
fell backwards and cut up your
knee like that, but thank god
your quadmates were around.
My roommate was missing,
andl if I had gone to the hospi-
tal with you, he could've been
locked out all night.

Seriously, are you mad at
me? I thought you understood
this was a one time thing.
Okay. okay, so bodily fluids
were exchanged - its not that

different from sharing a Va-
nilla Cole.

Besides, no one remembers
so there's nothing to be embar-
rassed of. A few of my friends
recognized you as the girl do-
ing the keg stand and one re-
membered taking a few body
shots off of your stomach, but
hey - we've all done that.

I guess you think you're
too good for me. But, hey, you
weren't too good to run naked
through first-floor Townsend
with me chasing after you.
What's changed?

So next time when I see
you and I say, "Hey, little
girl", you don't need to
scream, "How did you know
my name??"

Maybe some day we can
hook up again, if we're both
drunk enough. And maybe I'll
even swipe my card twice for
you at the Lair. Who knows? I
might even get you the philly
beef and spicy fries-on me.

Don't worry, my son, it is not an astronomical
anomaly nor an impending day ofjudgement. It is
merely the Rhode 'ster being delivered from Heaven.

If you would like to apologize to Anders
for "wronging" him, no need, his only wish
is that you stop being a whore.
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Freshman Fun Page!

Chuckles and Chortles

Q: What do you get when Q: Why couldn't Kalman
you mix a cup with a wool buy an ice cream cone?
sock?

A: He was a little short!
A: John Ramsey!

Q: Why did the previous
Rhode'ster editor get
slapped?

A: He Kopta feel!

Q: What was the big
surprise on campus this
fall?

A': Dave Hurt is no longer
here.

Rhode'rter Puzz'ler

o;. it !II it ' m
C~,t4^==lt^:t 4-

:Decde this and
WIN ! !V*

*a heightened sense of self
worth. Void where prohib-
ited. Offer expires 10./7/02

Do you know what college you go to? if you
guessed Rhodes, you are right. If Rhodes is NOT
the college in which you are enrolled, then perhaps
you had better sober up and go home.

Rhodes freshmen are a lot like this lynx kitten: they're cute for six
months but after that they're more valuable for their hides than
anything else.

Rhode'ster Staff

The Dude
Jamie Groover

Jesus
Jack Leslie

Bunny Lebowski
Caroline "Smack My" Bishop

"01' Cr a Ie4 ' IThe Marmot
Anders Reynolds

The Nihilists
Scott Holmes

This Month's Rhode rter Was
lie , t fd ci as + Brought to You No Thanks to:

Clifton Bryant
Jamie Eubanks

Kyle Hatley
e Jason Jenkins

Richard Johnson
Matt Reed
John Sexton
Travis Williams

If you see one of these people, be
sure to thank them for a big,

.' ah, ~tdb" aL !t steaming cup of nothing!

You think you're funny? Do you really? Prove it! Send your
best to Thie Rhode.Wer. WA'e got comedy like J. D. got Salinger,
but we can always use more. To either submit a story or be put
on The RhodeFter mailing list, please contact Jamie Groover at
grobl@rhodes.edu. We won't reject you unless you are bad.
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Freshman Torn Between Two Loves, Cat-Related Mascots
By Jamie Groover
Rhode' ter Romantic Comic

During the past year, new
freshman Anna Coplon ('06)
found herself in the middle of a
love triangle that threatened to
tear her heart asunder. Like many
high school students in their last
two years, Coplon was wooed by
many colleges, though none man-
aged to capture her heart. Then,
the most unlikely of candidates ar-
rived.

"It was really weird," Coplon
said. "I was buying an ICP CD.
and the guy at the counter totally
started tearing into me. Just then,

an application, but I was like, 'No,
I want to keep my prospects
open.'"

That decision did not last long,
however. Thanks to the wacky
exploits of Rhodes' best friend,
Shelley Miller, played by Tom
Arnold (True Lies, Aleet the
Stupids), Rhodes and Anna kept
meeting again and again-at the
college corner at her high school,
at the local college fair, the cof-
fee shop where all the cool col-
leges hang out, and the Jiffy Lube.

Soon Coplon and Rhodes
were so happy together, the in-
coming freshman was almost pre-
pared to fill out an early decision

Coplon related. "But I guess I was
wrong."

Fleeing the scene in tears,
Coplon eventually ended up in the
arms of another college: Univer-
sity of the South, or "Sewanee"
to his punk friends, played by the
smarmy Greg Kinnear (As Good
as It Gets, Sabrina). Coplon's re-
lationship with Sewanee began as
what she calls "an innocent flirta-
tion," but soon grew much more
serious. By the fall of her senior
year of high school, Coplon was
prepared to fill out an early deci-
sion application---to Sewanee.

"I was beside myself," con-
fessed Rhodes College. "I

Sewanee, left, vies for the attention of Anna Coplon ('06) whose
heart currently belongs to Rhodes.

the perfect man came to my de- application. But then, the un- couldn't bear to see her in the arms with a friend like Shelley Miller.
fense." thinkable happened, of another college. Especially one Miller drove Rhodes late at night

That man was Rhodes Col- "I don't understand it," so smarmy as he. Did she love to a local TV station where he re-
lege, played by John Cusack Coplon sighed. "He seemed like him, or just the fact that his mas- corded a special "love tribute" just
(High Fidelity, Serendipity). such a nice college." cot was so much like mine (though to Coplon, which concluded with

"I couldn't believe it," Coplon Coplon came to visit Rhodes inferior)? flow could I let her a smash-bang rendition of"Killing
confessed. "First he saved me one day, only to find another know that I was the one that re- Me Softly" in a medley with "Sev-
from that mean clerk, but then he woman coming out of his admis- ally wanted her, and that the girl enty-Six Trombones (Led the Big
spilled orange juice all over my sions office, with a big, self-sat- she saw in my office was really Parade)."
shirt. He had to take me back to isfied grin on her face. my sister, Liz 'Rhodes' Roads "When someone goes so far for
his charming little apartment so I "I thought Rhodes had saved ['05] ?" me, I know that they must truly
could clean up. He asked me for all of his scholarships for me," Rhodes needed to have no fear love me," Coplon said, with a faint

My conversation about Kareem: A for actual

By Caroline Bishop
Rhode 'ter Skyhooker

Perhaps it would seem
like a normal night spent
whiled away on that mainstay
of college students, AOL
Instant Messenger. But, my
friends, it was not. And let me
tell you wherefore and why.
The wherefore is not
important. The why: I was
subject to an hour-long
discussion of basketball's
great hero, Kareem Abdul-
Jabar.

Sure, we all loved
Kareem in the Airplane
movie, although he may not
have been as amusing as his
co-pilot, who spent his time

discussing Turkish prisons. But,
tell me, who wants to spend an
hour of their summer evening
discussing the man?

It all began so innocuously.
One of my Rhodes
acquaintances, whom we will
call "Other Person", and I were
chatting about many things-
television shows we both
enjoyed, trips to Florida, and
your mother. Suddenly the
conversation veered onto
another path, and that path
looked 'a heck of a lot like
Kareem Abdul-Jabar. Perhaps
the reason we lingered so long
on the topic was our mutual
awkwardness-we didn't know
each other well enough to make
good conversation, and Kareem
was all we could come up with.

The discussion of Kareem
covered a range of topics

Kareem Abdul-Jabar, lookin' sharp tor
da ladiez, or perhaps da gentlemenz.
Did you know he wrinkles his nose
when he laughs?

including his supposed
bisexuality (I claimed to have
seen him doing the "freaky
fraky"-in the words of Other
Person, who may or may not
have made a typographical

error-with another man) to
his range of emotions,
signified by the usage of every
smiley known to AIM. I
couldn't tell if Other Person
really did know Kareem. The
way he talked, he sure seemed
to. All I knew was that I was
in hell, and this hell looked a
heck of a lot like Kareem
Abdul-Jabar.

Here is a sampling of our
conversation:

Other Person: lol
Me: he does like the

ladies, you know
Other Person: yes
Me: well...and sometimes

the gentlemen
Other Person: hmm no ...

I don't think so
Me: okay. you obviously

don't know him as well as i do
Other Person: oh yes I do

... I've hooked him up with

hint of a lump in her throat. "How
could I not come back to the big
lug?"

Coplon finally sent in her ap-
plication, and now she and Rhodes
are quite happy together.

"I have to admit," she admit-
ted, "Rhodes really was the college
for me. And to be completely
frank, his financial aid package is
huge." On this last point, Rhodes
was unavailable for comment.

true story
several women oh yes I have
and he's never been with a guy

Me: Please, let me die now,
oh God, please.

Other Person: Did I ever
mention that I love the way
Kareem wrinkles his nose when
he laughs?

An hour of this would make
even the strongest soul beg for
admittance into either a mental
institution or Kareem's official
fanclub. The moral of the story
is this, gentle reader-be wary
with whom you speak online.
Try to avoid people with screen
names like KareemRox.
KarEEmismyHERO,
Kareem4Evah, and last but not
least, IluvKareem350845. If
you do not, I cannot promise
you will leave Instant
Messenger with your sanity.
Sanity that looks a heck of a lot
like Kareem Abdul-Jabar.


