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The truth about tenure:
The tenure process reviewed and explained

By Michelle Hope

Though Rhodes College is
a comparatively small insti-
tution, the issue of tenure is
as important here as it is in
larger colleges and universi-
ties. It is then surprising
that many students, though
aware that something termed
'tenure' exists, cannot with
any certainty define what it
is, what it means or how it
affects them personally.

The American Heritage
Dictionary of the English Lan-
guage (2000) defines "ten-
ure" as "the status of hold-
ing one's position on a per-
manent basis without peri-
odic contract renewals." As
this suggests, tenure is thus
the granting of a permanent
faculty position to those pro-
fessors who are, at Rhodes at
least, "judged to be excellent
in the three areas of teach-
ing, research and creative
activity [and] service" (Dean
Robert Llewellyn).

There is a long standing
controversy surrounding the
issue of tenure, one that,
though admittedly more
prevalent at larger institu-
tions, is still relevant to the
Rhodes community. In his ar-
ticle "Tenure Issues in Higher
Education" in the Journal of
Economic Perspectives,
Michael McPherson believes
the source of this controversy .
to center around concerns
over the commitment and
productivity of tenured
professors and that to award
well-accomplished professors
the security that comes with

the granting of tenure is to
encourage a decline in aca-
demic standards (Volume 13,
1999).

In recent years with
changes to employment Leg-
islation, these concerns have
remained pertinent, yet the
institution of tenure remains
intact. The reasons for this
vary, especially since the
commitment to tenure is gen-
erally one that academic in-
stitutions impose on them-
selves. Indeed, though the
American Association of Uni-
versity Professors "lobb[ies]
in favor" of tenure, colleges
and universities are "under
no legal requirement to ob-
serve tenure constraints"
(McPherson).

Given this, it seems that
there are four main reasons
why educational institutions
preserve the system of ten-
ure. These may be the politi-
cal protection it provides pro-
fessors, the financial secu-
rity for both professor and
college, the academic free-
dom and caliber that it per-
petuates and the fact that it
is a tradition, or as Dean
Llewellyn refers to it, "a fun-
damental characteristic" of
the academic institution.

Tenure is one of the old-
est institutions in academia,
existing primarily because it
represents a "mutually ben-
eficial trade between profes-
sors and their universities"
(McPherson). It is, as critics
argue, a costly system, but
the fact that it protects pro-
fessors from institutional
politics (by guaranteeing

their positions regardless of
larger institutional changes)
while simultaneously benefit-
ing the universities finan-
cially (since they ultimately
end up paying lower wages
and fewer fringe benefits
than they might otherwise
pay for the caliber of profes-
sors they hire) suggests that
it is worth it (McPherson). In
addition (and most impor-
tantly from the perspective
of the students), tenure al-
lows the college to ensure a
continued high standard of
academics by maintaining a
faculty of highly experienced
and highly qualified profes-
sors. This is especially so
given that, in accordance
with AAUP guidelines, with-
out tenure, faculty members
must be dismissed after
seven years.

One additional reason that
professors demand tenure is
that it provides them with job
security, a reason that some
believe is insufficient in justi-
fying the continued granting of
tenure. Richard McKenzie ad-
dresses this criticism in his ar-
ticle, "In Defense of Academic
Tenure" in the Journal of Eco-
nomic Literature Classification,
where he suggests that to abol-
ish the system would be to "deny
a striking characteristic of aca-
demic employment settings:
substantial differences exist in
what faculty members are called
upon to research and teach."
Indeed, tenure allows profes-
sors to explore independent
(and, at Rhodes, committee-
approved) projects, and

Tenure, continued on Page 5
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Sophomore Laura McWane, a member of the Rhodes Equestrian Team, placed
fourth and sixth in the Novice Flat division in this weekend's show held at
Sewanee. See Sports for the full article.

Show me the money!
An overview of the Allocations Board

Part one of a series on the Student Activity Fund

By Ashley Kutz

The Allocations Board, a
semi-autonomous branch of
RSG composed of ten elected
students, Dean of Students
Bette Ackerman (as a non-vot-
ing member) and chair Dane
Wendell, the appointed Trea-
surer of Rhodes Student Govern-
ment, will be holding their Fall
Hearings this Saturday and Sun-
day, October 11 and 12, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed hearings
are held twice a year, once each
semester, in order to allocate a
majority of the Student Activ-
ity Fund among registered, eli-
gible student organizations.

In order for an organization
to be eligible to submit a bud-
get to the Allocations Board, it
must have a "completed and
approved constitution, as ap-
proved by the Rhodes Student
Government" and be "officially

recognized by Rhodes College"
(Article IV). Organizations must
be continually open to all stu-
dents and must be primarily
non-political in nature.

Prior to the hearings, stu-
dent organization representa-
tives must attend an informa-
tional meeting and submit a
detailed budget of desired fund-
ing. These budgets provide the
basis for the eventual alloca-
tion of funds. At the actual
hearings, students are ques-
tioned about the desired funds
and their necessity to the
organization's success, be-
cause requests for funds by far
outweigh the available money
to student organizations.

The Student Activity Fund
(SAF) is currently $310 a
year, which was increased from

Allocations, continued on Page 5

College

9 am gransymmMRSAWSM N N



OPINION
THE SOU'WESTER

founded 1848

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Amber Shaw

Member of the Associated College Press (ACP)

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Erin Hoekstra

NEWS EDITOR
Frances Rabalais

OPINION EDITOR

Chris Ebersole

FORUM EDITOR

Christian Masters

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Autumn Brice
SPORTS EDITOR

Jack Baber
THE RHODE'STER EDITOR

Jack Leslie

PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR

Miriam Dolin

COPY AND LAYOUT EDITOR

Amy Barnette
BUSINESS MANAGER
Elizabeth Maxey

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Lauren Wilder

Layout designed by Amber Show and Frances Rabolois

MARCUS P. Cox

Sorry Liberal America, Big
Brother is not watching

Both Houses of Congress
passed the Patriot Act and
President Bush signed it into
law on October 26, 2001. The
two years since the passage of
H.R. 3162 have been marked
with great success in combat-
ing the very real threat of ter-
rorism.

Recently, terrorist cells in
Buffalo, Detroit, Seattle and
Portland have been discov-
ered and broken up by federal
and local law enforcement.
Criminal charges have been
brought against 225 suspects,
and 132 have been convicted
of terrorist activities. We
must not forget that not a
single large-scale act of ter-
rorism has occurred within our
borders since the Patriot Act
took effect. On all fronts it
appears that the Patriot Act
is overwhelmingly successful.

However, towns across
America have passed laws de-
nouncing the Patriot Act as an
egregious violation of the ba-
sic civil liberties protected by
the Constitution. Groups Like
the ACLU have launched hys-
terical campaigns against the
act claiming that John
Ashcroft, and the Justice De-
partment are members of a
totalitarian government hell-
bent on destroying the Bill of
Rights. The leading Demo-
cratic Presidential candidates

hail the Patriot Act as another
example of conservatives
trampling citizens' rights.
May I remind you that the bill
passed in both houses of Con-
gress by an overwhelmingly
bipartisan margin, 98 to 1 in
the Senate and 357 to 66 in
the House.

The Patriot Act in no way
signifies the birth of neo-
McCarthyism in the United
States. A common misconcep-
tion of the act is that safety
must come at the expense of
civil liberties. Rather, the act
modernizes out-of-date fed-
eral laws by cutting red tape,
thereby making investigations
of terrorist activities easier
while maintaining protected
civil liberties in accordance
with existing criminal law.
The Patriot Act, while uphold-
ing these civil liberties, has
improved federal counter-ter-
rorism efforts in three very
significant ways.

First, the act allows inves-
tigators to use tools already
used in the fight against or-
ganized crime and drug traf-
ficking for counter-terrorism
purposes as well. This act al-
lows federal investigators the
ability to utilize "roving wire
tap," a standard investiga-
tional and surveillance tech-
nique used in other federal
criminal investigations. These

"roving" taps allow investiga-
tors the ability to tap an indi-
vidual rather than a residence
or a specific phone. The abil-
ity to tap a person or their
mobile phone is not an en-
croachment on civil liberties
by the government; rather, it
is the incorporation of old
powers into new technologies.
The Patriot Act modernized
the law so that law enforce-
ment can fight terrorism in
non-traditional ways.

The act also modernizes
investigation of terrorism by
allowing warrants to be "ob-
tained in any district in
which terrorism-related ac-
tivities occurred, regardless
of where they will be ex-
ecuted." Thus, investigators
can obtain one warrant for
a specific offense that will
be applicable in several dis-
tricts rather than just one.
This allows for a more
streamlined investigation by
eradicating the bureaucratic
process where several war-
rants are needed to investi-
gate one specific crime that
may have been carried out
in several districts. This
modernization of the law is
imperative in order to fight
a new, mobile and very clan-
destine type of crime as op-
posed to the traditional rob-
bery, or assault.

Finally, the act further fa-
cilitates information sharing
and increased cooperation
between government organi-
zations in order to coordinate
a standard Line of national
security defense.

The body of anti-Patriot
Act criticism comes from in-
dividuals who are not famil-
iar with the text of the bill or
the meaning of the law. These
critics scream that our rights
are being violated and that
the Patriot Act is the next step
towards totalitarianism.
These Orwellian claims of an
all-knowing, all-powerful gov-
ernment are purely bogus. In
reality the legislation allows
the government the ability to
modernize the investigational
techniques from the days of
the rotary phone to the digi-
tal era of mobile phones and
Internet communications.
The Patriot Act does not write
a blank check for federal in-
vestigations. Law enforce-
ment cannot tap your cell
phone without finding prob-
able cause. After probable

cause is established, a judge
must issue a warrant before
any provisions of the Patriot
Act are executed. The growth
of federal investigative juris-
diction has in no way changed
the procedure for obtaining
warrants; court-ordered war-
rants are still needed for any
access of personal records,
search and seizure of private
property, electronic surveil-
lance and arrests.

The growing worry across
the nation concerning the pos-
sibility of government intru-
sion due to the Patriot Act is
completely unfounded and
fueled only by uninformed
hysterical critics. The Patriot
Act is a necessary and greatly
needed addition that updates
and modernizes the investiga-
tional powers held by federal
authorities. The passage of this
act does not leave citizens in
danger of losing civil liberties,
but rather, it increases the ef-
fectiveness of government anti-
terrorist capabilities in the face
of challenges posed by a glo-
bal terrorist network.
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Diversity on the mind
By the time this is published,

the media storm surrounding the
Rush Limbaugh controversy will
have nearly subsided, but I am
going to bring it up again. The
predictability of the whole sce-
nario and its adherence to our
popularAmerican double standard
make me sick to my stomach. The
issue troubles me, to say the least,
not as much because of what was
done but because of what was (and
was not) said.

Limbaugh made the following
statement about Philadelphia
Eagles quarterback Donovan
McNabb on the ESPN NFL Pregame
Show: "I think what we've had
here is a little social concern in
the NFL. The media has been very
desirous that a black quarterback
do well. There is a little hope in-
vested in McNabb, and he got a
lot of credit for the pe: ':rmance
of this team that he didn't deserve.
The defense carried this team." I
first learned about this comment
on CNN, interestingly enough, who
found the story more newsworthy
than even the suspected White
House leak. When I heard the com-
ment, I knew exactly what would
come next. I foresaw that both
ESPN and his fellow commentators
would succumb to media pressure
and distance themselves from him;
I anticipated the condemnation
from so-called black "leaders"
such as Jesse Jackson and Al
Sharpton, and I expected
Limbaugh either to resign or to be
fired from the show. All of this, of
course, is exactly what happened,
and it is disgusting.

These comments were made
with regard to a football league
that now fancies itself as a politi-
cal advocate. This is the same NFL
that disciplined the Detroit Lions
for hiring a new head coach with-
out interviewing any black candi-
dates. This is the same NFL, in
other words, that makes distinc-
tions solely on the basis of skin
color in seeking to appear as po-
litically correct as possible. The
Lions were told that they should
have spoken with black applicants
solely because of their race, how-
ever patronizing that may be, so

T ESOU'WESTER

that they could do their part to
remedy the disparity of black
coaches in the League.

Ironically, Limbaugh was hired
to bring color to an otherwise cut-
and-dried pregame show. But
wait-- a white man hired to bring
color? It seems that, even though
there were two white and two
black commentators already on
the show, some (mainly its target
audience) found it lacking in di-
versity. Limbaugh brought differ-
ent thought and perspective-- in
essence, he brought real diversity
to the table. The network, how-
ever, was not interested.
Limbaugh made a distinction about
race, and that was not acceptable..

Groups that focus one-sidedly
on racial divisions cannot have
their cake and eat it too. They
target individuals because of skin
color and then object when oth-
ers do the same. Remember the
Caucasian club issue a couple of
weeks ago? It was alright for mi-
nority groups to discuss their dif-
ferences through student organi-
zations, but when whites wished
to do so, they were labeled "cul-
turally insensitive." These people
desire a colorblind society, but only
as long as certain groups are al-
lowed privileges due to race.

Our entire nation seeks diver-
sity, and indeed, many boast that
they embrace it, but this diversity
that they speak of is completely
superficial in nature. These groups
are interested in differences that
run only skin-deep, and beyond
that, nothing else is significant.
Supporting this philosophy is the
underlying notion that all people
of a certain race are, for all inten-
sive purposes, the same, and all
those of another race are differ-
ent. Character, qualifications and
ideologies do not matter. We might
as well assume that they are uni-
lateral as well. This is prejudice
of the most despicable kind, and
it is not only accepted but also
promoted.

I love this country, and there
is nowhere else I would rather live,
but events like this make me
ashamed to be an American. How
can we, as citizens, tolerate such

O INION
GRAEME ADAMS

War is not funny: Clarification
I feel that an apology is in

order for my comments pertain-
ing to the hilarity of the War on
Terror. I meant for my words to
wax ironic, and at no time did I
intend to insinuate that war, civil
strife and dying amuse me. In
fact, my views are quite to the
contrary. However, I stand by my
words, if for nothing more than
personal preservation.

The liberal arts education is
a double-edged sword. Being a
business major here at Rhodes,
I have learned about economic
and fiscal policies throughout the
world, and I find it curious that
countries with vast amounts of
oil, the most valuable resource
in the world, have generated so
much wealth that dictators and
kings alike are afforded numer-
ous palaces and luxuries that
have nothing to do with advanc-
ing technology or general na-
tional improvements. I am re-
ferring to areas such as educa-
tion, enterprise and personal
well-being, things that we as
Americans generally take for
granted. Through education and
freedom of enterprise, our na-
tion has risen to be one of the
most powerful in the world. Be-
cause of this, people fear us.
They recognize our advance-

blatant bigotry, allow freedom of
speech to be so selective, and
permit this public persecution to
be exploited by political oppor-
tunists? Even presidential can-
didates Dr. Howard Dean a
General Wesley Clark weighed in
with calls for Limbaugh to step
down, begging the question- whro
the hell are they to make such a
demand? This debacle provided
them with a cheap way to assert
their political correctness, and
they could hardly wait to step in.

Perhaps the best commen-
tary on this issue was given by
McNabb himself. "It's sad that
you've got to go to skin color,"
he said when interviewed on
Tuesday, "I thought we were
through with that whole deal."
Sorry, Donovan, but I think we
have a long way to go.

ment and cower behind their an-
cient and ignorant philosophies,
trying with all their might to
defy us and stand as martyrs us
against us with no legitimate
reason.

It is grave and unfortunate
that the U.S. must be the her-
ald that brings the message of
the future. Countries like those
in the Middle East are afraid that
Americans only want their re-
sources. Such an assumption is
blatantly incorrect; in just over
two hundred years, the United
States has developed the larg-
est and most successful
economy in the world, primarily
upon the foundation of its ide-
ologies. Our free enterprise sys-
tem has given liberty to indi-
viduals who seek personal ad-
vancement and aim at generat-
ing personal and monetary
wealth. A person may pursue
any ends he or she wishes in the
United States within the bound-
aries of the law.

Muslim fundamentalists/ex-
tremists view us as a threat be-
cause they think we threaten
their religion. Maybe we do, but
only because we understand the
value of a human being as a per-
son. Islam as a religion inher-
ently contradicts the underlying
values of democracy, which,
whether we admit it or not, are
closely tied to Christian ideals
(the religious debates can now
commence). Others criticize us
for pushing our system on them,
and maybe we do, but slowly,
countries are recognizing the
potential for stability and na-
tional improvement that stems
from freedom and ethical tol-
erance.

The reason we are waging
this preemptive war on terror is
not only to protect ourselves
from dastardly attacks such as
those on September 11, 2001,
in which thousands upon thou-
sands of Americans and
internationals alike were killed
in the most horrific way, but also
to strike at the root of the prob-
lem and give order to ancient
systems that promote anarchy

and the destruction of valu-
able life and resources.

I am disappointed that the
reports of weapons of mass
destruction have been proven
wrong, but let me get hypo-
thetical here. Suppose
Hussein spit in our face by re-
fusing to disclose to U.N. in-
spectors all weapons manufac-
turing, yet again. Chances
are, and I am only looking at
history, that he would wage a
devastating war on surround-
ing countries just like he did
in Iran and our old friend
Hitler did in the 1930s. We
have effectively increased our
chances of preventing mind-
less attacks and years of el-
evated turmoil by ousting him
from the throne and showing
that we will not stand for the
open defiance and general dis-
respect of a fellow country.

Now that we have entered
into the rebuilding stages, we
notice just how bad the situa-
tion is. Eighty-seven billion
dollars is a lot of money, and I
would rather Bush ask for the
money in increments, pointing
to the most urgent area of re-
building each time we
progress with our efforts. This
way, we can keep track of all
those 3,500-dollar hammers in
the budget. I remember, how-
ever, that just four months
ago, Coalition troops hap-
pened upon 600 million dollars
buried in one of Saddam's
shids. Only now are Iraqi
businesses able to start gen-
erating their own funds, and
soon they will be able to fund
their own regrowth.

I support our elected offi-
cials to do the job we elected
them to do, and that is to de-
fend our Constitution and to
retaliate against all threats
with necessary force.

I end on an aside, and that
is that we must not forget the
real problem facing our nation
today. It is one that we may
not ever be able to understand
or solve: Why did we put Bill
Clinton in the White House?
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Week in Review
International

POMPEII Successfully com-
pleting a one-day pilgrim-
age, Pope John Paul II held
prayers at a shrine in the
ruins of ancient Pompeii.
Despite consistently poor
health, in particular
Parkinson's disease, John
Paul, already 83 years old
and in his 25th year serv-
ing as Archbishop of Rome,
fulfilled plans to appear for
an hour and a half at the
holy place where tens of
thousands of Catholics had
gathered.

CONGO Tribal combatants
in Katchele, in northeast-
ern Congo, killed at least
65 members of a rival tribe,
first attacking the village
and subsequently setting
fire to shelters. Most of
the victims were children,
and at least 20 people are
currently in a nearby hos-
pital being treated for
wounds from the same at-
tack. The tribes involved
in the confrontation were
the Lendu, the aggressors
in the incident, and the
Hema, the target for this par-
ticular conflict.

IRAN Refusing to back down,
Iranian leaders declared that
they would not halt uranium
enrichment programs in the
nation. Outside forces, in
particular the United States,
declare Iran a threat and say
that its nuclear research is in
an effort to create an atomic
bomb. Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Kamal Kharrazi asserts
that the atomic studies strive
only to peaceful ends-
namely, to fuel the nation's
demand for electricity. The
International Atomic Energy
Agency, discounting this claim,
has informed Iran that a fail-
ure to admit its intent to make
an atomic bomb will result in
sanctions by the United Na-
tions Security Council.

National

PHILADELPHIA In a sched-
uled security inspection
by the FBI, a hidden lis-
tening device was discov-
ered in the office of John
Street, mayor of Philadel-
phia. The origin of the
device is now under FBI
investigation, and though
no leads have been an-
nounced, a spokesperson
confirmed that it was un-
related to the upcoming
election in which Street
will fight for his re-elec-
tion to the seat.

ARIZONA In the Sonoran
Desert, along the state's
border with Mexico, bor-
der patrol representatives
have set up camp to dis-
courage illegal immigrants
from entering the United
States through the area.
In the Cabeza Prieta Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, the
agents control two small
but sturdy air-conditioned
shelters to protect them-
selves from the harsh con-
ditions of the Southern Ari-
zona desert. The region is
popular among illegal immi-
grants and drug smugglers
as a route away from
Mexico.

CHICAGO Thanks to a
strike from trash carriers
in Chicago, residents and
business owners must
cope with ever-growing
piles of waste outside their
homes and offices. For
over six days, the clash
between garbage workers
and the Chicago Area
Refuse Haulers Association
has continued, centering its
debate around issues of
contracts, money and ben-
efits. Chicago's Depart-
ment of Streets and Sani-
tation has helped in the ef-
fort to keep excessive trash
from hospitals, public ar-
eas and some homes.

U Tmesmr Ba

I I : LU:;iIIW 'J'Ni1

Want to let others know about current news and events both on campus and in Memp
Write for The Sou'wester! Email Frances Rabalais at rabfj@rhodes.edu to receive

information on writing News articles.

THr-SOU'WESTER

~f6:



Wednesday, October 8, 2003w

CampusSafety
9.27.03-10.3.03

9/27 11:00am Parents weekend and football game at
Fargarson field, 1,200 people in
attendance. Extra guards are called in for
this event.

9/28 3:10am Bellingrath 313, noise complaint.CS officer
responded.Students asked to turn music
down; they complied.

9/29 3:00pm Fargarson field; Cypress Junior High and
Kingsbury play homecoming football game.

10/1 NOTHING UNUSUAL REPORTED

10/2 NOTHING UNUSUAL REPORTED

10/3 NOTHING UNUSUAL REPORTED

STATS:
ACCESSES: 92 ESCORTS: 26
VISITORS: 3,3268 TOW: 0
CITATIONS: 213 BOOT: 0
PROPPED DOORS: 2 JUMP: 2

Allocations, continued from Page 1

$200 from October 2002. Stu-
dents voted on the fund increase
and voted that a student-led lec-
ture board was a priority with addi-
tional funding along with more
money for Rhodes Activities Board
(RAB). Thirty-five cents of every
dollar of the first $200 of the SAF
goes toward financial aid. The
other sixty-five cents of each dol-
lar, as well as the additional $110,
provides the money forAllocations,
which totals around $354,000.

A variety of factors contribute
the allocation of funds, and the di-
vision of allocations is based on the
Allocations Board By-Laws and Pro-
cedures. In Article VII, Section 8 of
this document the criteria for fund-
ing is outlined as follows:

Factors the Allocations Board
shall consider in approving, deny-
ing, or amending budgets or line
items therein include, but are not
limited to, the following: the size
of the organization (the number of
students it actively involves), its
influence (the number of students
it serves), its purpose and activi-
ties, its history of responsible or
irresponsible use of Activity Fund
monies, the funding it receives or
may receive from other sources, its
unique value to the College Com-

munity, and its contributions to the
College's image and purpose.

RSG is not required to submit a
budget request, as it is guaranteed
to receive 3.5% of the Student Ac-
tivity Fund (Article VII, Section 6).
The Publications Board, a semi-au-
tonomous body of RSG, is given a
minimum amount of $35,000 for
its operating budget, but may peti-
tion for additional monies (Article
VII, Section 7). No other organiza-
tion is guaranteed a minimum
amount of funds; they must apply
for what they receive.

The purpose of the Allocations
Board, in short, is to allocate the
funding available in an efficient
manner, and to provide students
with optimal extracurricular oppor-
tunities.

A more in-depth article on how
allocations are dispersed to various
campus organizations is to follow.

MLV, continued from Page 8

needs some guidance. Kevin
Costner, Tim Robbins.

4.) Slugger's Wife--An Atlanta
Brave long-ball hitter falls in love
with a pop singer as he chases the
single season home run record of
Roger Maris. Michael O'Keefe,
Rebecca De Momay.

5.) Long Gone--This is another
portrayal of a minor league baseball
team, however this one takes place
in the 50's and deals with having a

Tenure, continued from Page 1

the opportunity to study freely
within their field of expertise to the
professors. This,too, benefits the
students who become subject to an
array of highly motivated and well-
known scholars as professors.

Rhodes College currently em-
ploys 73 tenured professors to the
faculty (those who hold the title 'pro-
fessor' or 'associate professor')
while 27 professors are employed
to tenure-track appointments. All
professors are evaluated by a ten-
ure-review committee currently
chaired by Professor Pohlmann. This
committee meets regularly through-
out the year to discuss the appoint-
ment of faculty and to ensure that
a high standard of academics and
scholastic achievement is main-
tained. All members of the com-
mittee must be tenured members
of the faculty and must be elected
by the faculty to the position.

The guidelines for evaluating
faculty members at Rhodes are out-
lined in section 9 of the Statement
of Policies and Procedures in Re-
gard to Faculty. Assessments draw
on both teaching and advising as-
sessments, faculty evaluations, ex-
ternal evaluations, committee
evaluations, administrator's evalu-
ations, and student evaluations. In
addition, the professor will prepare
a portfolio and, though all profes-
sors are assessed by the same ba-
sic criteria, there are some logical
variations between departments.

Either way, assessments of the

black player on a team in the South.
William Peterson, Virginia Madsen.

6.) Bleacher Bums--Perfect for
any Cubs fan. This film looks at
the one game through the eyes of
the craziest fans in baseball. Hal
Sparks, Brad Garrett.

7.) The Rookie--A true story of
pitcher Jim Morris, who is
challenged by his high school
baseball team to try out for the big
show. Dennis Quaid, Brian Cox.

8.) 61* --An HBO original picture
that looks at the 1961 Yankees
season and the Maris versus Mantle
race to break Babe Ruth's single
season home run record. A Billy
Crystal film. Thomas Jane, Barry
Pepper.

9.) Field of Dreams--A farmer
builds a baseball field and has
hallucinations of Shoeless Joe

faculty occur periodically (the fre-
quency of which depends on the
standing of that professor) with
special assessments in the third
and sixth year in preparation for a
tenure contract, or for those who
are eligible for promotion (i.e. from
associate professor to professor).
For the most part, tenure is granted
only after detailed examination of
the professor's work, while promo-
tion to associate professor normally
accompanies a positive tenure de-
cision. On rare occasions promo-
tion to associate professor may oc-
cur before completion of six years
of full-time teaching as a way to
recognize an unusually effective
member of the faculty, while such
early promotion to associate pro-
fessor requires evidence of out-
standing contributions to the col-
lege.

The college also requires con-
tinued development as effective
teachers and active scholars. To
ensure this, tenured faculty under
go a triennial post-tenure review
process. This provides an assess-
ment of, and feedback on, the fac-
ulty member's continued growth in
teaching, scholarship, and service,
and also provides a framework for
discussions of long-term career
planning; tenured members of the
faculty are normally expected to
perform at the level of excellent in
all three areas of assessment. If,
for any reason, a faculty member
receives an assessment of marginal
or inadequate, they must develop
a plan for improvement that ad-

Jackson and his White Sox team they go through a summer full of
playing on it. Kevin Costner, Ray challenges, like retrieving a Babe
Liotta. Ruth autographed baseball from a

10.) The Sandlot --A group of mammoth dog. Denis Leary, James
kids play baseball at a local field as Earl Jones.
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dresses the areas of deficiency,
alongside a timeline for progress
to be made by the next triennial
review. Similarly, promotion to the
rank of professor recognizes long
established patterns of excellence
in teaching, research or creative ac-
tivities, and service to the College.
It also acknowledges a significant
contribution to their academic dis-
cipline.

Overall, the issue of tenure is
complicated, not least because re-
sponses to it vary from one institu-
tion to the next. For Rhodes, it
seems to be a good thing, and the
criticism that the system of tenure
promotes a lack in academic stan-
dards is negated by the system of
triennial post-tenure reviews here.

According to Dean Llewellyn, an
alternative system was once used,
that of Long Term Review con-
tracts, and currently, around twenty
professors are employed on this sys-
tem. Long Term Review contracts
are not the same as tenure con-
tracts, but they function in a simi-
lar way because they are contracts
for professors who will be employed
for several years. However, the col-
lege is making an effort to phase
these out. Indeed, of the four pro-
fessors being reviewed for tenure
this year (with review in Decem-
ber, and a recommendation to the
Dean in February), all of them have
Long term review contracts. Thus,
it seems that tenure, and the mu-
tually beneficial relationship it pro-
motes, at Rhodes at least, is here
to stay.
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Starlight Express rolls into Memphis
By Autumn Brice

Beginning October 7, the
Orpheum Theatre, currently cel-
ebrating its 75th anniversary sea-
son, presents eight perfor-
mances of Andrew Lloyd
Webber's high-energy production
Starlight Express.

If the idea of a musical par-
alleling the children's story '"The
Little Engine That Could" sounds
incredible, wait until you see the
1400 optical effects, including
lasers and pyrotechnic displays.
The rollerskating performers,
operating on a set dominated by
a half-pipe, are meant to re-
semble trains, and the music
comprises nearly every genre you
can imagine (pop, rock, rap,
blues and country and western,
for starters).

A story about the power of
human will and imagination,
Starlight Express combines
state-of-the-art technology with

exciting, updated sets and cos-
tumes, dazzling special effects
and 3-D film sequences that
bring the actors into the audi-
ence. For visual effect alone,
Webber's production is a must-
see; when music and perfor-
mance are taken into account,
it is simply breathtaking.

Starlight Express has had an
impressive run; it closed on
January 12, 2002, after nearly
eighteen years in the West End.
Only Cats boasts a longer run in
British theatre history. The show
was also successful on Broadway
and in Las Vegas, Japan, Austra-
lia and Bochum, Germany, where
it is still playing after over four-
teen years.

For the Memphis production
of his musical, Andrew Lloyd
Webber has composed new mu-
sical selections, using contempo-
rary tunes as an inspiration.
Webber is joined by Tony Award-

% RHODES PUZZLER
#35 (October 8, 2003) Last week's movie pass winner: Sarah Fairchild

Complete the eight English words below by filling in a letter of the alphabet in
the space provided. You must use every letter of the alphabet once and only
once.
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The Rhodes Puzzler sponsored by the Math/CS Department of Rhodes College. Send your
solution (with your name!) to shelton@rhodes. edu or turn in a hard copy to Kennan Shelton,
318 Ohlendorf. All solutions must be received by 5:00 p.m. Sunday. A weekly winner will be
randomly chosen from all correct entries to receive two free movie passes, donated by Malco
Theatres. See the Rhodes Puzzler Page at http://www.mathcs.rhodes.edu/puzzler.html.

nominated composer and lyricist
of The Full Monty, David
Yazbeck.

Starlight Express opens Tues-
day, October 7, and closes Sun-
day, October 12. Performances

are Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday at 7:30 pm; Friday at
8:00 pm; Saturday at 2:00 pm
and 8:00 pm and Sunday at 1:30
pm and 7:00 pm. Tickets are on
sale at the Orpheum Theatre, at

Davis-Kidd Booksellers and online
at ticketmaster.com. The
Orpheum Box Office can be
reached at (901) 525-7800 or
online at www.orpheum-
memphis.com.
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Dinner a
This week, Patrick Hoover reviews
the Italian restaurant Ciao Bella,
and Caroline Vance tells you what
you need to know about American
Splendor.

Ciao Bella: Italian elegance in an unlikely location
By Patrick Hoover

Ciao Bella is a small Italian
bistro in the heart of East Mem-
phis. Behind Malco's newly
opened Paradiso Theater, this
Little slice of Italian heaven is
just that.

The first thing you need to
know is that the location can be
somewhat deceiving; this restau-
rant is actually built into the side
of Kroger. Open daily after 5:00
p.m., Ciao Bella provides au-
thentic and elegant Italian cui-
sine at very reasonable prices.

The atmosphere is somewhat
lacking; lackadaisically painted
murals provide the only hints of

Italian ambiance in the room.
The staff, however, is extremely
helpful in describing the unfamil-
iar items.

An excellent appetizer is the
Gamberi at Forno, which consists
of five shrimp baked in
breadcrumbs and basted with
olive oil and a touch of garlic; if
you plan on sharing an appetizer,
however, you might consider or-
dering a more plentiful dish.

If you have never tried the
pizza at Ciao Bella, you must give
it a try. Pizza is Ciao Bella's spe-
cialty, and it is undoubtedly some
of the finest in the city, espe-
cially for the price. Toppings

That's Harvey Pekar, not Pecker

au Giamatti as everyman Harvey Peka
n American Splendor.

American Splendor is a won-
derfully drab piece of cinema,
opening with scenes of a dismally
urban streetscape inhabited by
the perpetually slouching anti-
hero-esque Joe Schmoe. Only
this Joe Schmoe is one Harvey
Pekar, and he has made his name
(and humble fortune) by living
this drab life, so he must know
something about capitalizing on
mediocrity.

For those of you who are not
familiar with the underground
comic scene, the ironically titled
American Splendor is a comic
book that has garnered Pekar a
modicum of fame in the past
thirty years. American Splendor
relates the inconsequential de-
tails of Pekar's average life: the
lines at the grocery store, the
overheard conversations of more
interesting people, the disap-
pointment that he experiences
every morning upon waking up
and discovering that yes, he still
inhabits the same dull life as
yesterday.

And yet, as depressing as all
this may sound, this is not a
movie about discontent. This is
a movie about acceptance.
Pekar's job as a file clerk sucks,
his wife is an antisocial bitch,
Dave Letterman regularly ridi-
cules him on national television,
he has testicular cancer, and his
one (yes, only one) friend is a
nerd to the core. Pekar, despite
all this, accepts his life for what

range from traditional Italian to
American pepperoni or mush-
rooms.

A good choice for pasta lov-
ers in the lobster ravioli, which
is served with roasted red pep-
per marinara sauce, much spicier
than regular marinara but very
good nonetheless. The dessert
selection, however, is limited,
and the Tiramisu is nothing to
marvel at.

Ciao Bella is great for a date,
but it is usually very crowded
after 7 pm, so be there early for
a reservation. You can usually get
away with dinner for two under
$40, depending on your tastes.

it is, and even has a strong
enough sense of humor to share
it with the other people in the
world who, like him, live in con-
stant awareness of the fact that
they somehow woke up before
they got to the dream part of the
"American dream."

This movie might not be very
popular with the Rhodes crowd
right now. But in twenty years,
when you wake up, look in the
mirror and think, "Now, there's
a reliable disappointment,"
you'll be ready to watch this
film. And you will love it, be-
cause it will remind you that your
life has its punch lines, too.

Want to see your
name in print?
The Sou'wester

needs your help!
Email brian@
rhodes. edu.

OUTSIDE THE GATES
Maggie Goodman

We are slowly approaching a
mid-semester crunch...a crunch
on our sanity due to those dead-
lines quickly heading our way...a
crunch on our bodies due to the
morsels of sleep we are getting
this time of year. And (oh, yes)
the crunch on the pocketbook.
When the going gets tough...well,
the tough sometimes get poor.
Starbucks and Taco Bell runs to
keep sane during massive study
sessions can take a toll on the
funds, so in honor of those of us
who live outside of our means,
here's an Outside the Gates edi-
tion that involves free (or basi-
cally free) ways to take a load off.

First of all, for the poorest of
the poor. No gas, no money, no
problem. Obviously, the weather
is great right now, so waste an
hour or so playing a little ultimate
Frisbee, flag football, or the like.
If breaking a sweat does not ap-
peal to you, maybe take a game
of cards outside. This could be an
opportunity to earn a little cash,
even! Have someone spot your
first bet on a little five-card stud,
and then pray very hard. If you
win, well, Jesus loves you; put it
all back down on the table for the
next hand. If you lose, obviously
Jesus does not. Well, he is prob-
ably occupied with pending wars
in the Middle East, the pink-haired
lady evangelist on TBN or is man-
ning the phones at Gary
Coleman's Los Angeles election
headquarters, so try, try again! If
someone will not spot you this
time, offer the only real currency
you have left to your name, hope-
fully-Lynx bucks.

If these prove unsuccessful in
entertaining you, try whining. It
is free and will make you a very

popular person among your
peers, but this is not something
that will entertain for long. I sug-
gest, merely because I have yet
to see it done this year, deco-
rating the statues on campus.
Nothing, I mean nothing, makes
me happier than walking out of
Palmer and seeing President
Diehl in hula attire.

For those of us who have
money for transportation or a
friend nice enough to provide
such, here are some ideas off-
campus.

Growing up in a small town,
you learn the joys of Wal-Mart.
If you have not done it in your
lifetime, scavenger hunts in
stores like these can be the best!
Take a little time to conjure up
some amusing items to track
down at the store, and then go
hit those aisles at about three
in the morning with your closest
twenty or so friends. Similarly,
Home Depot and Lowe's are nice
places to do the same, or even
if you do not have the time to
make a scavenger hunt list, go
do your homework in one of their
model kitchens. Hell, it is bet-
ter than the East Village Lodge.

If none of these things seem
plausible to you, might I suggest
what I will be doing this week-
end? Scrounge up enough funds
to fill your car with gas, then find
the nearest relative (or if you're
lucky enough, home itself) to
visit. Show up looking incredibly
down and out, and, voila, they
give you comfort and entertain-
ment. If you are even Luckier,
maybe they'll even throw in a
few bucks for next weekend's
activities.

Hope this helps, guys!
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Equestrian team competes successfully in

shows at Sewanee, Maryville College
By Laura McWane ('06), Kelsey Durret ('06), and returned to the show later that

Laura McWane ('06), along with day. Junior Lauren Jackson won
The Rhodes equestrian team their new coach Claudia Keith, of fourth place in the Beginner Walk/

opened the season this year with Windy Oaks Farm, spent two days Trot/Canter, while junior Lindsay
four successful shows at Maryville competing in Maryville, Tennessee. Sears took first place on the first
College and the University of the In the advanced walk/trot/ day of competition and sixth on
South. As part of the Intercolle- canter division, Ivy and Alford each the second. Ivy also took sixth
giate Horse Show Association placed fourth and sixth. Durret place on the second day of com-
(IHSA), the Rhodes team rides earned sixth place in the IHSA's petition. Tucker won third on the
against several different varisty highest division, the Open division, second day in the Intermediate
and club teams across Tennessee, and McWane took fifth place in the Flat division, and in Novice Flat,
Kentucky, and Mississippi. Draw- Novice division. Finally, Tucker McWane took fourth and sixth.
ing their horses' names out of hats raked in a total of four total rib- The equestrian team's
and competing on horses often bons, taking second and sixth place next show will be at Maryville
completely new to them, the club in Novice Over Fences (jumping) College in Maryville, TN on Oc-
team has held its own against as well as third and fourth place in tober 25 and 26. If anyone is
much larger varsity teams such as Intermediate Flat classes. interested in showing with the
Sewanee and Middle Tennessee This past weekend at team at any level, from be-
State. Sewanee, senior Miriam Dolin took ginner to open, contact the

Two weekends ago competing a fall in her Novice Over Fences team's president, Krysten Ivy
members Julie Alford ('04), class and was taken to the hospi- (ivyks) or vice president
Kyrsten Ivy ('04), Abbie Tucker tal. Nothing was broken, and she Lauren Jackson (jaclh).

MLB playoffs down to four teams
By Eric Hills

A Sports Analysis

The Atlanta Braves have been
eliminated from postseason ac-
tion, falling three games to two to
the Chicago Cubs. The Florida
Marlins won three games in a row
over a very tough San Francisco
Giants team. On the American
League side the Yankees,
unsurprisingly, handed the Minne-
sota Twins an early exit, and the
Boston Red Sox staged a remark-
able comeback, winning the final
three games to beat the Oakland
A's in their best of five playoff se-
ries.

With four teams remaining we
have a chance to see two teams,
the Cubs and the Red Sox, erase
the label of "loser" and finally give
their fans a World Series title. Let's
examine how that could happen.
In the American league, the so
called junior circuit, Boston and
New York went eight and eight
against one another during the
regular season. While the curse
of the Red Sox has always plagued
Boston in post season play, the Sox
recently beat New York twice dur-
ing September in the Bronx. I'm
giving the edge to the Red Sox. On
the national league side, the Cubs
should advance past the Marlins.

Cubs pitching shut down Atlanta,
the best offense in baseball, hold-
ing the Braves to a total of 15 runs
throughout the five game series.
The Marlins won the regular sea-
son match up against Chicago, win-
ning five and losing four, but the
Cubs have the mental edge. Not
only is the whole city of Chicago
behind them, but baseball fans
across the nation are pulling for
the Cubbies. Hardly a piece of
cake, as the Cubs haven't been this
far in post season play in over a
hundred years. That's why I'm
picking them. And that's how we
get to a World Series featuring the
two teams that have waited the
longest to win one, the Cubs and
the Red Sox. Baseball fans across
the nation are pulling for a Chi-
cago and Boston World Series.

I am one of them. I love the
game of baseball and I'm often
questioned why. Some people find
baseball to be slow or believe that
the season is too long. But what is
happening this October is shaping
up to be the postseason that saves
baseball. Fans that have given up
on the game due to season ending
strikes and .overpaid players are
tuning in and finding a new level
of excitement. Two teams who
haven't won a World Series in a

combined 180 years are close
enough to smell victory. I encour-
age everyone to check out what's
happening by tuning in and catch-
ing a few innings. As bitter as I am
about my Atlanta Braves, the Buf-
falo Bills of Baseball, being elimi-
nated, I am still excited about a
potential seventh game in Fenway
Park between the Sox and the
Cubs.

Get yourself in the baseball
spirit and make it a Blockbuster®
night. Check out one of my top
ten baseball movies of all time.
These ten flicks will hopefully show
you what I find to be the most
amazing game ever invented.

1.) The Natural -A former all-
star talent baseball player makes
a comeback in his middle age years
and leads a championship run with
his team. Robert Redford, Glenn
Close.

2.) Major League -Astruggling
Cleveland Indians team comes to-
gether in this 80's comedy to pre-
vent the team being moved to
Florida. Charlie Sheen, Tom
Berenger, Wesley Snipes.

3.) Bull Durham portrays a
minor league team through all its
adventures, including an aging has-
been and a young rookie who

MLB, continued on Page 5
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PhOtO by Camelia Iranan

Midfielderlforward Nick Frankel ('05) looks to pass during the Lynx' game
against Huntingdon College on Friday, October 3rd. THe Lynx shutout the
Hawks 4-0 bringing their overall record to 10-0.

Soccer beats Huntingdon,
remains undefeated at 10-0
By Camelia Trahan

With back to back games
scheduled, the Lynx were set to
play the Hawks of Huntingdon Col-
lege and the Bulldogs of Fisk Uni-
versity, unfortunately the Bulldogs
backed out.

Nonetheless, the Lynx contin-
ued their impressive streak against
neighboring state in competition
by shutting out the Hawks 4-0 on
Friday afternoon at home.

"It was a solid performance for
us" said Marcinko.

Sophomore Wheeler Graf gave
the Lynx a good spark in the first
half making the first goal, assisted
by Nick Frankel was a real uplift."

'We had a couple of players
that were not playing, but we were
able to step it up and get a win."

The Lynx ranked #18 nation-
ally, continued the program's best
start in school history by record-
ing their fourth shutout of the sea-
son and have now outscored the
opposition 43-6 through the first
nine games.

The Lynx took a 2-0 lead at the
28:22 mark of the first half as se-
nior Michael Phillips took a pen-
alty kick and snuck the ball past
the Hawks goalkeeper Jason Hallet
into the left corner of the net.

Justin Sampson ('05) put the
Lynx up by three with the first goal
of the second half, weaving his way
past the Hawks defense for nearly
45 yards down the left side of

the field for an assist score by
Graf and Jonathan Nelson with
29:54 remaining in the second
half. Rhodes out-shot the
Hawks 20-9 and had six corner
kicks to Huntingdon's two.

Sophomore midfielder
Geoff Berkow struck for his first
goal of the season with three
minutes left in the game, to put
the Lynx up 4-0 on an assist
from senior Zach Glaser.

For the Hawks, Jason Hallet
had six saves, the only stat the
stood out for the Hawks.

On Saturday, Rhodes looked
to add another win to it's vic-
tory column. Unfortunately,
the Bulldogs bailed out at the
last minute. The Lynx showed
up at home, along with the refs
who ruled in favor of the Lynx
and held no opposition in hand-
ing Fisk a forfeit.

For now, Marcinko and the
Lynx improved to 10-0 (2-0
SCAC), a record best since
1998 when the team went 8-
0-1, with a tie against Ohio
Northern University. Or will
it be 9-0-1, with a forfeit
against Fisk?

Next week, Rhodes will hit
the road to play conference foe
Millsaps College and Oglethorpe
University in Jackson, MS. Then
back at home to play Christian
Brothers University, before tak-
ing a five game road trip.
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