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From a sophomore—
“With sincere gratitude, I thank you and your 

family for enabling me to attend Rhodes College. 
The gift of the scholarship you have provided has 
helped greatly in paying for my education that I am 
receiving here at Rhodes.

“The start of my sophomore year has been met with 
challenges, but it also brings joy and the hope of a 
promising future in a career involving art history. 
The year and a half that I have spent at Rhodes has 
been a wonderful learning experience and I know 
that it will continue to be so throughout my last two 
and a half years here.
“This semester I am enrolled in challenging, but 

very rewarding classes. I am taking Art History, 
Search, Statistics and French. I am seriously 
considering a major in Art History and a minor in 
Economics. I have always been interested in Art 
and Art History, and I appreciate the real-world 
applications of the topics studied in economics. I 
know that whichever major and minor I choose, 
Rhodes will prepare me for my career, as well as the 
challenges that will be present in my life.
“I am enjoying extracurricular activities as well, 

such as tutoring underprivileged elementary students 
and my involvement with RCF, Rhodes Christian 
Fellowship. This ministry provides me a way to stay 
connected to my friends as well as keep me grounded 
in my faith. Through the tutoring program, which 
takes place at the Presbyterian Church across the street 
from Rhodes, just knowing that I helped a child gives 

me great joy. It also reminds me that I am truly blessed 
with the educational opportunities that I have received.

“I am confi dent that Rhodes is the right place for 
me. I thank you for the gift given in your mother’s 
honor that is helping me to experience a superior 
liberal arts education. Thank you for your kindness 
and generosity. I promise that your gift is being used 
with gratitude, seriousness and joy.”

From a junior—
“Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to 

continue my education at Rhodes.
“Rhodes was my No. 1 choice throughout high 

school, and it was an exciting day when I got my 
acceptance letter. Unfortunately, I never had the 
fi nancial aid or means needed to attend. During my 
fi rst and second years, I worked around 30 hours 
a week to try to fund my education, all the while 
maintaining a full course load. Needless to say, 
the pressure of two jobs and the knowledge of my 
mounting debt was too much for me, so I began the 
transfer process.
“Your generous gift has not only allowed me to 

work fewer hours, allowing me to have a greater 
focus on my education, but also a better college 
experience—one that I truly will be able to enjoy.
“I really can’t thank you enough.”

The following are recent letters of thanks 
from current students to those who have 
provided scholarships.
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From a senior—
“I am a senior from the Midwest. I was recently 

informed that a portion of my fi nancial aid 
is funded by a scholarship to which you have 
contributed. I wanted to express my deep gratitude 
for your charitable donation, which has given me 
the opportunity to obtain a quality education that 
is rooted in a tradition of excellence.
“I will be graduating in May 2009 with a B.A. 

in Business Administration. I have followed an 
accounting track within my major, which I will 
continue by pursuing my M.S. in Accounting at 
Rhodes next fall. I never thought that I would 
want to be a CPA; believe it or not, I came to 
Rhodes with an interest in law school! After 
deciding against law, I declared a major in 
Psychology and a minor in Business during my 
sophomore year, but shifted my focus to Business 
after taking fi nancial accounting. I guess you 
could say that the rest is history from here! I was 
very fortunate to land an academic internship 
in the spring of my junior year with Deloitte & 
Touche. The people there were impressed with my 
abilities, and even offered me a paid internship 
following graduation. Needless to say, I gladly 
accepted.
“Aside from my studies, I have been involved 

with the dance team since my freshman year, and 
have worked as a Rhodes Student Associate in 
the Offi ce of Career Services and, currently, in 
the Offi ce of College Relations. I also spent a 
summer as a fellow in the Rhodes Institute for 
Regional Studies, where I worked with photos 
from the Memphis World, the fi rst black-owned 
newspaper in Memphis that circulated from the 
1930s through the early 1970s. Studying with 
the Institute has led to some of my work being 
displayed as wall text for the Memphis World 
exhibit that is currently on display at the Brooks 
Museum. I never thought I would have my work 
published, let alone at an art museum, but I am 
very proud of my achievement.

“My life has taken many different, yet positive, 
directions here at Rhodes, and this has been made 
possible by your generous contributions that have 
given me the opportunity to attend this incredible 
institution. I cannot thank you enough, and I will 
forever remember your goodwill.”

eventy-fi vve percentt of RhRhododes sttudents t
rreceiive sosomem  sort off fi nanncicialal a aidid and are 
grateffull ff ror s schchololararshshipips s to attennd Rhodes..

IIn t doday’’’s compepetiitititiiveve a andnd cost-t-cocons iciouus s hihighghere
education environmn ent, ssuccecessss i in reecrc uiititingng, , 
enrolling and retaining the beb stt stutudedentntss dedepependndss 
on providing a commpetititiveve fifi nanciall aid packagege. 
Our goal continues to be to recruit and retain the 
ststududentsts mosost t liikekelyly t to o bebenen fi t from and contribute 
to the Rhodedes s learning community, regardless of 
ththeieirr ababili ity toto pay.

With RRhoodees’ fi nancial aid budgegett of $19
mimillllioionn, only y $4.5 millionn i iss pepermrmananently y enndodowew d. 
Increasing annual and endowed scholarships is
crucial to recruit the best students and a primamary 
focus for The Campaign for Rhodes.

SiSince ththe caampaign’s inception, 221 scholarships
have been esstablished with mmore than $61 million 
(it would takke an additionall $ $3300 million to ffuully 
enendodoww ththee ccollege’s fi nanciaal aid budget). Thee 
$61 million is designated inn aannnnuauall, e endndowoweded andd
deferred commitments to support students.

Alumni, parents, trustees, friends, corporations 
anand d fofounundadatit onons have establishshed scholarships to 
helplp e ensurure ththe bbe tst a andnd b bririghghtestt stuudedents can
beb nefi t from a RRhhodes deducation. The college
cocommmmunu ity is united in its desire to make a 
Rhodes education available to all wortrthyhy s stutuddents,, 
and we are grarateteful for those e whwho have helped us 
move closer to reaching this go lal.
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J ill Carr ’09 spent a memorable summer at Fudan 
University in Shanghai between her sophomore and 
junior years. She studied the economic development  

 of China, explored the city and countryside, 
hobnobbed with Tibetan monks and formed lasting 
friendships with her fellow American students and 
Chinese professor.

Yet there was a nagging worry in the back of her mind 
the entire time that she might not get credit for her 
courses.
“Class work at Rhodes is very demanding,” Carr 

explains. An economics and mathematics major, she 
worked as a Rhodes Student Associate in Institutional 
Research. As she was preparing for her time abroad she 
was vice president-elect of Rhodes Student Government, 
another large time commitment.

In the face of all that, she plodded from offi ce to offi ce 

By Daney Daniel Kepple
Photography by Curt Ullery
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trying to obtain all the approvals necessary to ensure that 
her work in China would count toward graduation.
“I was never sure I had done it right until I returned to 

campus and looked at my transcript,” Carr says.
All that running around has ceased with the Center 

for Student Opportunity, a one-stop shop for student 
services that opened last month in the former Burrow 
Library. The building has been completely renovated 
and organized as “service hubs.” Alumni who spent 
hours studying in the stacks would not recognize the 
space today. Here’s where things are now:

Rhodes Express
To the right of the old circulation desk is Rhodes 

Express, the center where students can complete the 

Elizabeth Tomlinson ’12 and Joe Wack ’01, multimedia support manager, Rhodes Information Technology Services, in the main lobby of Burrow Hall. 
The multiple big screen TV to the right shows Rhodes videos to visitors

bulk of their administrative transactions. It is staffed by 
front-line veterans from the Bursar’s Offi ce, Financial 
Aid and the Registrar’s Offi ce, all of whom have 
undergone cross-training to answer questions and 
perform services in all those areas. Admissions and 
Financial Aid are also housed on the ground fl oor.

Out-of-Classroom Advising Center
The lower level is inhabited by the professionals who 

advise students seeking an out-of-classroom experience 
that helps them apply their academic knowledge. Those 
interested in study abroad and internships, for example, 
will fi nd staffers who can explain the options. And 
those who don’t quite know what they are looking for 
will most likely have found it before they leave the area.
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Academic Service Center
The second fl oor of Burrow has become the Academic 

Service Center. The dean of students; the directors 
of fi rst-year programs; disability services and student 
conduct; the registrar; and the associate dean of 
students for student advising (student academic support) 
are all available to assist students with needs related to 
the academic program.

Data Services Center
The top fl oor of the former stacks is occupied by a 

newly confi gured Data Services Center that assists all 
the other offi ces on campus, centralizing faculty, staff 
and student needs for data and mailing services.

First-year students Christa Lesko, Jake Groves and Peter Zastoupil conduct business at Rhodes Express aided by Lucy Hill Black ’67, Financial Aid; 
Claire Tansey Coleman ’58, Registrar’s Offi ce; and Liz Dodd and Candy Reaves, Bursar

Caroline King ’06, assistant director of 
Admissions, in her offi ce off the main lobby
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Student Organizations Area
The second fl oor of the former stacks is now the student 

organizations arena. It boasts offi ce equipment such as a 
copier, conference and meeting rooms and a production 
area that is ideal for generating posters and fl iers. Best of all, 
students have 24-hour access to the space.

How did it all begin? Three years ago, President 
Troutt pulled together the leaders of student service 
groups and asked them to identify ways the college 
could improve in these areas. After a summer of work, 
the leaders, now known as the Student Services Re-
Engineering Steering Team, pinpointed several issues to 
be addressed. Among them:
• Duplication of effort in various offi ces
• Multi-step processes, such as the one Carr outlined 

above, that are diffi cult for students to navigate
• A need for student input into processes, such as 

events management, that affect them
The Steering Team initially recommended 

Brianna Levy ’12, Joiceann Compton ’10 and Kelly Williams ’09 in the 
lower level library, which serves the Buckman Center for International 
Education and Career Services

Stephen Rintoul ’09, Shelby Long ’11 and Simone Simmons ’10 in the 
Armstrong Room lobby

establishing three centers to simplify student services—
one for transactions such as paying a bill, dropping a 
class or requesting a transcript; another to assist student 
organizations; and a third for academic advising.

The team also recommended forming a Design and 
Implementation Team to work out the operational 
details of the project.

Its charge from President Troutt was “to contemplate 
what would constitute the best student services a liberal 
arts college could provide. I ask you not merely to fi nd 
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out what other, premier liberal arts colleges are doing 
but to reach farther, dream bigger and act bolder—not 
in making minor, incremental changes to our current 
services and structure but in making courageous, 
radical leaps of imagination.”

Tackling the most critical needs fi rst, the Design 
and Implementation Team spun off a group to work 
on a summer orientation program. The result—Open 
Rhodes—has received rave reviews from incoming 
students and their parents.

A second spin-off group studied how to streamline 
reserving spaces for events. Members recommended 
purchasing events management software that has 
resulted in a centralized calendar of events and has 
vastly simplifi ed space reservations for the entire campus.

Finally, when the team imagined how to structure 

a system to deliver services to fi t student needs, the 
concept of “service hubs” took form.

Bringing this vision to fruition required dismantling 
traditional reporting lines, combining offi ces and a 
considerable amount of cross-training.
“I like to think of it as ‘disrespecting’ the 

organizational chart,” says Bob Johnson, vice president 
of student and information services, with a smile.

Jill Carr, who joined the re-engineering effort in 2007, 
is delighted.

 “It will help students so much,” she says. “You can 
go to one place to turn in a check or even get the 
ball rolling for something much more complicated. 
Whatever it is, the people who can help you get it done 
are right there to help you.” 

The Armstrong Room, formerly the rare book room of Burrow Library
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The Foundations Curriculum 
adopted by the Rhodes faculty 
in 2005 is structured around 
the belief that students should 
be deliberate agents of their 
own education. Jill Carr ’09 
could be its avatar.

Carr had an experience while 
studying at Fudan University 
in Shanghai between her 
sophomore and junior years 
that had a profound effect on 
her approach to learning.
“I was taking a Chinese 

language course and a survey of 
Chinese economic development,” 
she recalls. “Fudan is one of 
the top universities in China, 
so my academic experience 
was more intense than I had 
expected. The language class 
was particularly diffi cult—we 
had about 30 vocabulary words 
a day, and a daily dictation quiz. 
I studied diligently for about a 
week, and then I realized that 
I could have studied like that 
in the U.S., and I was really 
wasting a great experience in 
China.
“After an e-mail consultation 

with Economics professor Teresa 
Beckham Gramm, my academic 
adviser, I resolved to take 
advantage of every chance I had 
to explore Shanghai, regardless 
of how it might affect my 
grades. It was the best choice 

I ever made, and it turned out 
to be an important lesson that 
I have continued to refl ect on 
since returning to the U.S. As a 
senior, I’m really glad that I’ve 
integrated this lesson into my 
‘Rhodes life.’ It’s trite, but I saw 
that being preoccupied with 
certain things can really take 
away from my ability to fully 
experience and appreciate my 
surroundings and the people in 
my life.”

At that point she plunged 
into life in Shanghai, taking 
advantage of every opportunity 
it offered.
“My fondest memory of that 

time occurred during my class 
trip to Gansu Province,” she 
says. “We were in a mostly 
Tibetan area (the province is 
home to a large number of 
minority groups), and one 
day we traveled to a Buddhist 
monastery in the mountains. 
The roads were so tiny that we 
all had to ride in the back of 
a fl atbed truck to get there 
(we even had a monk hop on 
with us). The monks spoke only 
Tibetan, so people translated 
from Tibetan to Chinese and 
from Chinese to English. After 
they taught us about their 
monastery, their lives there and 
their religious practices, we all 
ate lunch together on top of 

the mountain. It was the single 
most memorable experience of 
my life.”

Back at Rhodes, Carr 
dove back into her study of 
economics, including professor 
Nick McKinney’s econometrics 
course. On that basis, Jay Eckles 
’00, director of Institutional 
Research, offered her a Student 
Associate position in his 
offi ce. Her fi rst project tackled 
a question of institutional 
importance—whether students 
who have taken one or more 
Advanced Placement course in 
high school will perform better 
at Rhodes than their peers who 
have not taken AP courses. Her 
work was so impressive she 
was invited to present it at the 
annual Undergraduate Research 
and Creative Activity Symposium 
at Rhodes and at the Missouri 
Valley Economics Association 
conference in St. Louis. Carr 
lists as important mentors 
Gramm, Eckles, McKinney and 
professor Art Carden, who was 
instrumental in securing the 
conference invitation.

She is also grateful to her 
Chinese economics professor, 
who led a class of only three 
students.
“He has been suggesting data 

sources for my honors project. 
I’m working on a highly 

A Mountaintop Experience
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empirical project, so fi nding 
reliable data has been really 
challenging. He has been a 
great help.”

Carr returned to China last 
summer—this time to Beijing 
for an internship with UBS 
Securities.
“I worked with the mergers 

and acquisitions division, which 
was an incredibly exciting place 
to be,” she says. “It was my fi rst 
experience to really live on my 
own in a foreign country, and 
it was both challenging and 
rewarding.”

Again, she says, she could not 
have been successful without 

help from her Rhodes professors.
“The economics faculty were 

really instrumental in helping 
me set up the internship,” she 
says.

The internship, as exciting 
as it was, also allowed Carr to 
contemplate what she wants to 
do next.
“My research in the Rhodes 

Institutional Research 
Department confi rmed my 
desire to go to graduate 
school to study economics,” 
she says. “I’m really looking 
forward to the opportunity to 
continue this type of research, 
and I’m very grateful for the 
opportunities my research 
has already given me. Most 
beginning Ph.D. students 
haven’t had the extensive 
econometric experience that 
I gained from the Student 
Associate Program, so I 
feel especially prepared for 
graduate school.”

And, she points out, she 
would have missed that powerful 
growth experience if she had 
not had her epiphany in China.
“When Jay approached me 

about working in his offi ce I 
thought, ‘Do I really have time 
to do that?’ Then I remembered 
I almost missed out on my 
mountaintop experience in 
China and I said, ‘Yes.’”

Jill Carr ’09

JU
STIN FOX BU

RKS
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Collaborative research between faculty and students is 
fast becoming the norm at Rhodes, and thanks to the liberal arts environment, there is 
often crossover between disciplines. During the fall semester, Andy Crooks ’09 served 
as a research assistant to Professor Jeff rey Jackson on his forthcoming book, Paris Under 
Water, and discovered an ideal outlet for his passion for history and French culture. At 
the 2008 Rhodes Institute for Regional Studies, three student research fellows gained 
the opportunity to design, implement and interpret a psychology experiment from start 
to fi nish alongside Professor Kimberley Gerecke. Th ese student-faculty teams found 
that their collaboration not only fostered a mutually benefi cial working relationship, 
but also enabled scholarship to exceed the boundaries of the classroom.

Connecting and Collaborating
Th e torment and destruction Hurricane Katrina infl icted on the United States’ Gulf 

Coast region in fall 2005 raised major issues of how cities confront disaster. Two months 
before Katrina, those issues came to the forefront of History professor Jeff rey Jackson’s 
mind during a self-guided tour of the Paris sewer system. Th ere, he encountered a 
photograph display that revealed that the City of Lights had endured its own devastating 
moment of natural disaster nearly a century before.

In the early 20th century, Parisians delighted in living in one of the greatest urban 
centers in the world. Th ey never expected that in January 1910, nature would wage war 
on their seemingly indestructible city. Weeks of torrential rainfall fl ooded the River 
Seine, bringing raging water through the streets and infi ltrating the sewer system. With 
their homes washed away in the fl ood, thousands of Parisians were forced to fl ee their 
city and seek shelter from the elements.

Intrigued by the pictures he saw on his sewer tour, Jackson looked further into the 
fl ood. His preliminary research revealed surprisingly little history of the event.

“Th ere was one book in French, maybe a few little articles here and there but nothing 
more than that, certainly nothing in English that I could fi nd,” he says.

It seemed as if the fl ood of 1910 was a decidedly forgotten moment in Paris’ history. 
Making a natural connection between the pressing concerns of Katrina’s aftermath and 

All Together Now
By Carrie Tahu ’09
Photography by Justin Fox Burks

Jeffrey Jackson, associate professor of 
History, and Andy Crooks ’09 review 

photos of the Paris fl ood of 1910

 r h o d e s . e d u
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his passion for French history, Jackson 
knew this was a project he needed to 
pursue.

Th at he did. Jackson’s forthcoming book, 
Paris Under Water: How the City of Light 
Survived the Great Flood of 1910, will be 
the lead title in Palgrave Macmillan’s 2010 
catalogue to coincide with the Paris fl ood’s 
100th anniversary. It recreates the untold 
narrative of the fl ood using images and 
the preserved voices of those whose lives 
it aff ected.

In fall 2007, Jackson was on sabbatical, 
funded by the Spence Wilson Faculty 
Travel Grant, at the Columbia University 
Institute for Scholars at Reid Hall in Paris. 
Th ere, he found the fl ood springing to life 
in hundreds of photographs: Many of the 
fl ood images were reproduced at the time 
on postcards published as collector’s items.
“I went to a fl ea market and asked a 

vendor if he had any fl ood postcards. He 
knew exactly what I meant and pulled 
out three thick stacks that were bound 
together by theme.”

Jackson also uncovered the voices of 
Parisians whose lives were impacted by 
the fl ood as he delved into Paris’ city and 
governmental archives. With their homes 
and shops destroyed, many people wrote 
letters to the government expressing their 
need for fi nancial assistance.
“Th ere’s a lot of correspondence, so you actually do hear 

these voices,” he explains. “Th at’s the impetus from the book’s 
perspective—to tell that story because it hasn’t been told.”

On returning to Rhodes, Jackson inquired in the 
French and History departments for a student research 
assistant who could help him add a virtual dimension to 
his project: an interactive Web site. He found the best of 
both disciplines in Andy Crooks ’09, a French and History 
double major. When the two discussed the project for the 
fi rst time in spring 2008, they instantly found a common 
ground through their shared interests.
“Professor Jackson told me what his book was about and 

I was immediately interested,” Crooks says. “I grasped 
right onto it because my primary interests are 19th- and 
20th-century history and, of course, French culture. It 
worked perfectly.”

Crooks began working on the project last summer by 
fi rst reading Jackson’s manuscript of the book. He quickly 
realized the profound impact the images could have not only 
as an educational tool, but also as a way to complete the story. 
Likewise, Jackson hopes that the Web site will function as a 
virtual museum exhibition of the dramatic images to help 
bring the book’s narrative to life.

Although Jackson found hundreds of images depicting the 
fl ood while on sabbatical, the same kinds of pictures tend to 
be ubiquitous. One of Crooks’ responsibilities is to locate new 
images from various sources, including Web sites, postcards, 
newspapers and magazines. For Crooks, the interaction 
between his French and History backgrounds gives him an 
ideal perspective for fi nding unique images.
“We only really want one picture of people fl oating down 

the street in a rowboat—you don’t need 10 of those,” he 

Postcards
from the flood
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says. “Many of the Web sites that have amazing pictures are 
in French, so it’s easier for me to navigate them. It also helps 
to have an understanding of French culture and life during 
the period.”

One of the greatest challenges facing the collaborators has 
been conveying the true essence of the fl ood through the 
images.
“It was hard to show the personal side of the fl ood because 

a lot of the images were taken with a purpose,” Crooks 
explains.

While many of them depict people working together and 
saving each other, they do not refl ect the reality of human 
suff ering. From Crooks’ perspective, fi nding images that 
convey the reality of the tragedy “brings the destruction and 
severity of the event home.”

Jackson and Crooks plan to incorporate interactive 

features on the Web site that will to help people 
understand the fl ood both geographically and 
chronologically. First, they envision a map that 
allows visitors to navigate the fl ooded areas, 
selecting a particular neighborhood in Paris and 
then seeing images of how the fl ood impacted 
it. A second idea provides a narrative account of 
the fl ood that tells the story in both words and 
pictures, including some quotes by eyewitnesses.

For those who may not read Jackson’s book, 
which will appear in late 2009, the Web site will 
provide a brief account of the story in words and 
pictures. On the other hand, those who read the 
book will be able to access the story from a visual 
perspective.
“We want whoever goes to the site to be able 

to read the book in pictures,” Crooks explains. 
“When I fi rst read the manuscript, I kept 
wondering, ‘Where are these pictures?’ I think if 
you look at the pictures, you’ll want to read the 
book and if you read the book, you’ll want to see 
the pictures.”

According to Crooks, weekly Friday meetings 
with his mentor keep him on his toes and 
provide opportunities to brainstorm and acquire 
direction.
“Professor Jackson is very encouraging and easy 

to work with,” he says. “I feel really lucky that 
he has written this book that feeds strictly and 
directly into what I’m interested in. You don’t get 
to have an experience like this very often.”

For Jackson, the opportunity to team up with a 
student who exudes such passion for the subject has provided 
invaluable insight.
“Andy has re-introduced me to many elements of this history 

by seeing them in a diff erent light than I have in the past. 
Working on a project like this for so long, I am sometimes 
too close to the material to see what I have,” Jackson says. 

“Andy has been able to bring fresh eyes to this research and 
to highlight parts of the story and photographs that someone 
reading about it for the fi rst time would want to know more 
about.”

Th is fall, Jackson and Crooks expanded their scholarly 
collaboration, partnering with Danita Barrentine, a student 
in Memphis College of Art’s MFA program. Adding 
her graphic design talent and HTML coding abilities 
to the mix, Barrentine will assist with developing and 
designing the interactive Web site. Th e target launch date 
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for ParisUnderWater.com is tentatively set for 
March 2009.

In conjunction with the Web site, the 
professor-student research team hopes that their 
work will shed new light on a signifi cant—yet 
almost forgotten—moment in French history.

Combining Perspectives
For six weeks during the summer, 12 students 

and fi ve faculty members converged at the 2008 
Rhodes Institute for Regional Studies, making 
the rich culture of Memphis and the Mid-South 
their laboratory for scholarly research.

From music and theater to religious studies 
and history, student-faculty teams pursued 
comprehensive research projects while 
collaborating in group meetings and excursions 
with their colleagues from diff erent liberal arts 
perspectives.

When Religious Studies professor Milton 
Moreland, director of the institute, approached 
Psychology professor Kim Gerecke about 
participating in the program, she saw it as an 
ideal summer opportunity. Not only would she 
be able to engage in research pertaining to her 
own area of expertise, she would also have the 
chance to work directly with students.
“One of the big reasons that I came to an 

undergraduate institution was to have a lot of 
opportunities to mentor students, whether in 
research or in the classroom,” she says. “It was 
the best of all possible options.”

Neuroscience major Sarah Barowka ’09 
(recipient of the Elizabeth Rodgers Dobell 
Scholarship) and psychology majors Stephen 
Spainhour ’11 and Rachel Trout ’10 (who holds 
the T.M. Garrott Jr.  and Lina H. Garrott Scholartship) 
teamed up with Gerecke as her student research fellows. For 
these students, the summer opportunity promised not only 
directed research experience specifi c to the fi eld of psychology, 
but also the unique ability to collaborate with their peers and 
professors from other disciplines.
“I spend all of my time in the sciences,” Barowka says. “Th e 

institute was a place to meld our research with other disciplines 
and learn how to present science to non-science people.”

Recognizing that a vital part of Memphis’ identity is 
serving as home to nationally-acclaimed medical research 
institutions like St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 

Gerecke’s team aimed to add a uniquely scientifi c perspective 
to the interdisciplinary mix.

Gerecke specializes in research concerning mechanisms of 
neuroprotection. To this eff ect, she designed an experiment 
for the institute that enabled her student fellows to investigate 
ways of protecting the brain against the potentially 
detrimental eff ects of methylphenidate, a prescription drug 
widely known as Ritalin.

Methylphenidate is a schedule II regulated drug according 
to U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration standards. It is 
often administered to treat attention defi cit hyperactivity 

Sarah Barowka ’09, 
Stephen Spainhour ’11, 
Kim Gerecke, assistant 

professor of Psychology, 
and Rachel Trout ’10 

in the neuropsych lab
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disorder (ADHD), one of the most commonly diagnosed 
disorders in children and adolescents. Interestingly, despite 
the fact that the drug is liberally prescribed—and arguably 
overprescribed—by physicians, very little is known about 
the negative long-term eff ects it may have on the brain.
“From a pharmacology standpoint, methylphenidate looks 

a lot like cocaine. It acts at the same transporter; it has a lot 
of the same sort of eff ects in the brain,” Gerecke explains. 

“We would not allow our children to have cocaine, but a lot 
of folks give Ritalin, and they give it chronically. Th ere hasn’t 
been any good data about what the long-term eff ects are.”

After researching past animal studies, Gerecke and 
her students found that preliminary evidence suggests 
methylphenidate may aff ect short-term memory and 
generate addictive behavior. Using 48 mice obtained from 
Jackson Laboratories in Bar Harbor, ME, they sought to 
contribute to this body of knowledge by modeling chronic 
therapeutic use of the drug in animals. Th ey were specifi cally 
concerned with addressing two central questions: Does 
methylphenidate use cause these adverse behavioral reactions, 
and if so, is there a way to protect the brain against them?

Members of the group hypothesized that mice given regular 
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memory. Th ose are both really positive things,” Gerecke 
asserts.

Adds Stephen Spainhour, “Th e results are a good thing 
for society, considering how often methylphenidate is 
prescribed.”

Nonetheless, they also warn that more research is necessary, 
as results of this study may be shortsighted. With only six 
weeks to complete their own study, they concur that a more 
longitudinal study may come closer to the truth of the drug’s 
long-term eff ects.
“Without this knowledge, there is no way to truly determine 

how safe or dangerous it can be,” Trout emphasizes. “For a 
drug that is so heavily prescribed and used by our nation’s 
youth, we are leaving far too much to chance.”

Th e group received feedback on their research from 

doses of methylphenidate would exhibit 
addictive behavior and decreased capacity 
for short-term memory. Th ey further 
posited that mice housed in an enriched 
environment would be more protected 
against these potentially detrimental eff ects 
than mice contained in standard housing.

To put these hypotheses to the test, the 
researchers fi rst assigned half of the mice to 
standard housing and the other half to an 
enriched environment. Standard-housing 
animals resided in a cage in which only 
their basic needs for food and water were 
met. In contrast, the enriched environment 
cage contained running wheels, tunnels 
and toys to provide the mice with mental 
stimulation and social interaction, two 
factors believed to be essential to protecting 
the brain against the infl uence of harmful 
agents.
“Th ese environmental factors really benefi t 

the mice’s brains, just as an environment with 
social and learning components benefi ts 
human brains,” Gerecke says. “Studies have 
shown that athletes, for instance, are less 
likely to become addicted to drugs, and 
it may be because they exercise and have 
the social support structure of a team. Th e 
enriched environment is a way to model 
this in animals.”

Th e students then performed a 
“condition place preference” test and an 
“object recognition” test on the mice in 
order to investigate methylphenidate’s potential to cause 
addiction and aff ect short-term memory. Using both 
standard-housing and enriched-environment mice, they 
compared the behavior of mice administered daily 5 mg/kg 
doses of methylphenidate against a control group that was 
administered saline injections.

Both tests yielded negative results, with the standard-
housing and enriched-environment mice showing no 
signifi cant diff erence in behavior. Although their fi ndings 
were not in line with their initial hypotheses, the group 
maintains that they are not only pertinent, but also 
encouraging.
“I was pleased that we did not have signifi cant results, 

because what that means is that methylphenidate does 
not cause addiction and does not interfere with short-term 
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their fellow scholars at the institute. 
Whether in formal group meetings 
or during a casual lunch, they 
immersed themselves in constant 
discussion with people from other 
liberal arts disciplines.
“Everybody was engaged, everybody 

was interacting and talking about their 
work. It was really satisfying from an 
intellectual standpoint,” Gerecke says.

At the end of the institute, student 
research fellows must submit a fi nal 
paper on the projects they complete 
with their faculty mentors. Although 
Gerecke’s team performed their 
study as a group, the students added 
an interdisciplinary dimension by 
tailoring their approach to the paper 
to their own personal interests.

Keeping in mind his ultimate goal 
of attending law school, Stephen 
Spainhour used the debate surrounding 
methylphenidate’s safety as an outlet to 
explore the relationship between law 
and medicine. In examining the legal 
boundaries surrounding the prescription 
and use of methylphenidate, he found 
that great disparities exist between 
American and international regulation 
of the drug.
“Th ere is an especially good model 

I found in France that I thought was 
more appropriate for distribution of 

the drug. France has very strict regulation laws in place, 
which presents an interesting contrast with America,” 
he says.

Rachel Trout approached her paper from the standpoint 
of behavioral psychology, analyzing factors that may 
contribute to abuse of methylphenidate outside of its 
therapeutic use.
“Some people take the drug for a lot longer than they 

originally intended, which is a problem because we don’t 
know what the true eff ects are—who knows 10 or 20 years 
down the road how it might aff ect them?” she suggests.

Trout found that abuse of the drug often begins in high 
school, where students perceive it as a way to help manage 
a strenuous workload.

Sarah Barowka plans to pursue a degree in osteopathic 

medicine after graduating in May. Utilizing her knowledge 
base of both psychology and medicine, she examined 
the results in terms of the divergent opinions regarding 
methylphenidate use that exist between scientifi c researchers 
and those in the medical fi eld. According to Barowka, the 
two perspectives clash in terms of reasoning.
“A researcher would say we should be very careful about the 

potential negative eff ects and restrict the drug. On the other 
hand, the medical fi eld advocates prescribing it because it 
hasn’t been proven that anything bad can happen,” she says.

Th is multi-perspective collaboration took to the 
international stage in November as Gerecke and Barowka 
traveled to Washington, DC, to present the students’ 
results at the 38th annual Society for Neuroscience 
conference. Barowka served as the presenting author on the 
project poster, fi elding questions from her undergraduate 
peers and professionals with Ph.Ds. For Barowka, the 
collaborative nature of the Rhodes institute provided 
excellent preparation.
“I did not realize there would be thousands of people at 

the conference. I felt that both my time at Rhodes and 
my experience with presenting the research to the summer 
institute prepared me well to answer questions about our 
research,” she refl ects. “It was also a great way to network 
with the neuroscience community and to be a part of the 
constant discussion on our topic.”

Gerecke hopes to continue to be a part of this “constant 
discussion” regarding mechanisms of neuroprotection at 
the 2009 Rhodes Institute for Regional Studies, where she 
will take on another group of student fellows. However, she 
maintains that her experience of working with Barowka, 
Spainhour and Trout has provided integral insight into her 
roles of scholar and mentor.

“Th e summer fellowship is a unique and benefi cial 
experience among small liberal arts colleges for both students 
and professors. But, from a mentoring standpoint it is also 
hugely satisfying.”

Gerecke is not alone in this sentiment. From the students’ 
perspective, the collaborative power of working directly 
alongside a professor to complete an experiment from start 
to fi nish is an incomparable enhancement of their college 
careers.

As Spainhour says, “It’s something you just can’t do during 
the school year. Th ere comes that time when you stop just 
talking about your lab work and you develop a deeper 
relationship with your mentor.”

What a way to spend the summer. 
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LYNX
POWER
The following articles were posted Oct. 10, 2008, on 
The Dean’s Blog—Celebrating Teaching and Learning 
at Rhodes, the place to go on the college Web site 
for news and responses about Rhodes academics. 
Go to connect.rhodes.edu/deansblog/ and type in 

“Lynx” in the lower left corner.

From the Drawing Board to a 
British Helicopter
By Bryan Hearn ’09

Imitation is the fi nest form of fl attery, they say. In 
that case, Rhodes has received the ultimate compliment 
from overseas.

When a British helicopter display team known as The 
Royal Navy Black Cats (the British equivalent of the 
United States Navy’s Flight Demonstration Squadron, 
The Blue Angels) was searching the Internet for 
iconography for their team, they stumbled upon Rhodes’ 
Lynx logo and decided to look no further.

The squadron changed the color of the Lynx from 
gray to black, and then placed the logo on its uniforms, 
helicopters and team badges.

Larry Ahokas, graphic designer at Rhodes, drew up 
the current Lynx logo in 2002, and while he expected it 
to appear on football helmets and team uniforms, never 
in his wildest dreams did he think it would appear on 
British aircraft.

According to the squadron’s Web site, the nickname 
“The Black Cats” “comes from a combination of the Lynx 
wildcat . . . and the naval slang of ‘black catting,’ which 
is a form of one-upmanship by having done something 
or owning something better than anyone else.”

As it turns out, the Black Cats aren’t going to “one-up” 
Rhodes by borrowing our logo. In addition to thanking 

A Royal Navy Black Cat

their corporate sponsors, the Black Cats note on their 
Web site that they are “very grateful to Rhodes College 
... for use of the logo.”

The Black Cats have offered more than just their 
gratitude, however. The team has contacted Rhodes’ 
Communication Offi ce and expressed interest in 
performing a demonstration over campus the next time 
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they are in the United States. And they have invited 
Rhodes partners to visit the squadron’s headquarters 
in Somerset. Dean Michael Leslie is working with 
Commander Chris Mahony on a visit by members of 
the next British Studies fellows.

The Internet certainly brings people together, but who 
knew it could bring a European helicopter display team 

to a liberal arts college in Memphis, TN?
The Lynx nickname was selected as Rhodes’ mascot 

in 1923 by then college president Charles E. Diehl, 
who is said to have liked the cat’s uniqueness. With 
the exception of Lesley University in Cambridge, MA, 
Rhodes remains the only American college with the 
nickname “Lynx.” 
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Deeper Meanings
By Robert R. Llewellyn, Associate 
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy
Dean of the College Emeritus

Bob Llewellyn, who retired in 2006, serves on the 
Institutional Review Board at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital in Memphis.

“Rarely does a philosopher have a chance to 
do practical ethics in the context of a world-class 
research institution,” says Llewellyn, who enjoys 

“the associations with an international staff, the 
engagements in reviews of cutting-edge research, 
and the sense of supporting an important Memphis 
resource.”

Still vitally interested in all things Rhodes, he 
says, “The story of the extended use of the Lynx 
symbol interests me. Indeed, the Ahokas rendition 
of the Lynx is dramatic, bold and convincing; I 
have always enjoyed its appearance in support of 
the college. I believe that the story of the Lynx as 
the college’s mascot deserves some more probing 
and imagination. In a brief report to the faculty 
in August 2003 I did some of this probing and 
imagination as a result of a trip and a book. That 

meeting of the faculty came in the midst of 
significant work to enhance the curriculum of the 
college.”

His report:
I was in Italy that summer. I took with me Dava 

Sobel’s historical memoir titled Galileo’s Daughter 
(Walker & Co., 1999). As I wandered the halls of 
the University of Padua her book helped me to seek 
out the spirit of Galileo in the early years of his 
career. As I circled the Pantheon in Rome I slipped 
into the Church of Santa Maria Sopra Minerva 
adjacent to the Dominican convent where the 
cardinal inquisitors and their witnesses gathered 
to announce their verdict against Galileo for his 
defense of the Copernican theory.

Sobel’s book brought to my attention that in 
1611 Galileo was inducted into the Accadamia 
dei Lincei, or simply the Academy of Lynxes. The 
academy, which was founded in Rome in 1603 
by Federico Cesi, is reportedly the first modern 
scientific society (see entry for “Accademia dei 
Lincei,” in Wilbur Applebaum, editor, Encyclopedia 
of the Scientific Revolution from Copernicus to 
Newton, Garland Publishing Inc., 2000, pp. 7-9).

Cesi framed the charter for the Academy: 
“The Lyncean Academy desires as its members 
philosophers who are eager for real knowledge 
and will give themselves to the study of nature, 
especially mathematics; at the same time it will 
not neglect the ornaments of elegant literature and 
philology, which like graceful garments, adorn 
the whole body of science” (Sobel, p. 42). The 
goals of the Academy were “not only to acquire 
knowledge of things and wisdom, and living 
together justly and piously, but also peacefully to 
display them to men, orally and in writing, without 
any harm.” Cesi affirmed that the work to achieve 
these goals could not depend on a collection of 
solitary undertakings. This work required active 
collaboration among scholars in a community 
created to sustain such work.

The badge of membership in the Academy bore 
the image of the Lynx, an animal noted for its 
extremely keen sight. There is a mythological 
foundation as well—one of the argonauts, Lynceus, 
was credited with having sharpness of sight.

The choice of the Lynx was not a random 
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selection from the world’s catalogue of animals. 
The purpose of the Lyncean Academy was to 
explore and uncover the mechanism of the natural 
world, free from university control—and that 
meant Aristotelean metaphysics—and free from 
prejudice. Nature was to be studied directly, and 
this required keen sight. Eyesight might be focused 
on physical objects but keen sight also included 
intellectual discernment capable of penetrating to 
the mathematical structure of nature and perhaps 
determining causes in nature.

The association with keen-sightedness was not 
accidental either. It was the membership of the 
Lyncean Academy who shared Galileo’s excitement 
over the occhiale, an instrument that he perfected 
and used to explore the celestial reaches of the 
universe; they renamed it the telescopio. In 1624 
Galileo brought the occhialino to the Academy; this 
was his version of an instrument that permitted the 
exploration into the inner reaches of objects. The 
Academy members renamed it the microscopio.

John Rone ’71, our resident arbiter of the 

college’s history, tells me that indeed Dr. Charles 
Diehl chose the Lynx to be the mascot for the 
college. The traditional interpretation is that the 
Lynx was chosen because, though it is a small cat, 
it is a ferocious and scrappy animal, befitting a new 
academic institution on the southwestern “frontier” 
of a Presbyterian precinct in the Mid-South.

If the connection that I am building is genuine, 
this interpretation may need to be amended. 
Could it be that in the mind of that theologian 
and classicist and founder of a new Southwestern 
in Memphis there was the intent to capture the 
meaning of the Lynx in its imaging of the world’s 
first modern scientific society? The archival record 
of the college contains no clues, so far as Mr. Rone 
knows, that would establish one or the other as an 
authoritative interpretation.

In follow-up conversations with History professor 
Jim Lanier in 2003, I learned that:

Jameson Jones, former chief academic officer 
for Southwestern at Memphis, having read 
Sobel’s book in 2002, surmised that there was 
a connection between the Lyncean Academy 
and the choice of the lynx as the college mascot. 
Further, he suggested that if the connection 
is sound, then Rhodes may be among the few 
colleges and universities where the mascot is a 
symbol of the academic program in contrast to a 
symbol of spirit (Duke—Blue Devils); of stance 
(Davidson—wildcat, Arkansas—razorback); of 
connections (Ole Miss—the Rebel); of place 
(Tennessee—hound, Texas—longhorn); of 

something abstract (Millsaps—the Major), etc.
For now I will assume that my interpretation 

of the choice of mascot for the college is correct! 
It gives me a basis to draw out an implication for 
our work as a faculty this academic year. We must 
be an “Academy of Lynxes” bringing to our work 
extremely keen sight in both its forms—sharp 
vision and penetrating discernment. In the spirit of 
that academy, founded in Rome 400 years ago this 
year, we must do this work with an abiding sense 
of obligation to the community of learning that 
supports us and without which no individual effort 
can succeed. GO, LYNX! 

Robert Llewellyn
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Innovations in

Business major Hope Sanders ’09 and Economics major Matt Becker ’09 paint their pottery in the lab under the watchful eye of Chemistry Professor David Jeter
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By Kristine E. Overacre ’09

Satires of higher education oft en cite the “yellowed notes” of aging professors 
who, despite changes in technology and the interests of their students, teach 
their classes much as they did 40 years ago. Th e satirists clearly have not been 
to Rhodes, where the faculty teach because they love it and where students 
throng the classrooms of longtime beloved professors. Even aft er they retire, 
many faculty maintain relationships with the alumni/ae they taught through 
the years.

Th ree senior professors—David Jeter, Jennifer Brady and David McCarthy, 
who holds the James F. Ruffi  n Professorship in Art and Archaealogy—explain 
how they keep their classes fresh and exciting.

Bending Boundaries: David Jeter
              

“Chemistry 105: Chemistry and Archaeology” was born of Professor David 
Jeter’s interest in the properties of materials. Th e interest was strong enough 
to propel him to a workshop at MIT three summers ago where he smelted ore 
and poured bronze and learned to spin and weave in pre-Columbian fashion. 
Th e Peabody Museum at Harvard opened aft er hours for the class so the 
participants “got up close to ancient things—close enough to get a sense of 
texture and pigment. It was great,” Jeter says.

He found the experience stimulating—so much so that “I began to see 
possibilities for engaging students, particularly nonscience majors.”

Jeter signed up for a NSF workshop the following summer.
“It dealt more with the fi ne arts—paintings, glass, ceramics, etc.,” he recalls. “It 

involved us more with how science forms a basis for our engagement with art.”
In many ways, Jeter has been on a personal journey in connecting to art and 

archaeology. His keen involvement has translated into a great enthusiasm for 
the topic, which in turn helps motivate his students.

Jeter recalls, “I had to learn the vocabulary of art and archaeology in order to 
analyze and experience the materials. I felt the need to spend some time seeing 
the commonalities between those disciplines and chemistry, and I wanted to 

n Education:

 Professors’ Passion 
            Fuels Discovery

JUSTIN FOX BURKS
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have more of an up-close experience.”
During his sabbatical in the 2006 spring semester, Jeter 

studied the what and where of archaeology and art and 
how they mesh with chemistry. Th at eff ort culminated 
with a trip to London where he was able to spend hours 
in the British Museum and the Museum of London, 
the latter site highly recommended by Rhodes English 
professor and dean of British Studies Michael Leslie.

In his quest for insight, Jeter notes, “I couldn’t go 
everywhere, but it looked like a lot of everywhere has wound 
up in the British Museum.

“Even though they were under glass, I was able to see 
ancient objects up close,” he recalls. “I gained a very strong 
sense of the real thing. In the National Gallery I got a sense 
of how diff erent materials have been used, and a feel for how 
color choices are made. Now what makes this a little bizarre 
is that I’m actually colorblind,” he laughs.

Back in Memphis he teamed with Jon Russ, chair of 
the Department of Chemistry, and received a Rhodes 

Hill-Mellon faculty development grant to put together a 
laboratory experience to support the course. Th e two team-
taught the course in fall 2006. In the subsequent spring, Jeter 
introduced a second course—“Chemistry and Art.”

Jeter relates how students frequently approach him 
halfway through the class, saying things like, “I never 
thought that I liked science, but this really isn’t too bad.”

Many of his students say that he treats the class as a process 
of mutual learning and exchanging of new discoveries and 
ideas, that he doesn’t view himself as an undisputed expert.

Jeter remains an inorganic chemist, a man who humbly 
admits, “I’m still learning—the class should be getting 
better as it goes on,” while he frequently mentions the added 
benefi ts the class receives from the presence of art and 
art history majors. “I am not attempting to highlight the 
aesthetics—I’m taking it from a materials point of view. Th e 
science kind of sneaks up on them,” Jeter notes, explaining 
that the class focuses on the structure of art and archaeology, 
or as he puts it, “It is not science for science’s sake.”

Emily Broocks ’09, Prof. Jennifer Brady, Stephanie Wilkinson ’09 and Natalie Mayo ’10 discuss Brady’s class on John Fletcher (portrait)
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Jeter teaches the archaeology section in fall 
and the art section during spring semester. 
Th e lab is held on a Friday aft ernoon, and for 
Jeter, there’s no place else he’d rather be.

“We have a good time. It’s nice to have 24 
nonscience majors content to be in the lab 
on a Friday aft ernoon. We’re all learning 
something.”

Th e students truly seem to enjoy the lab 
section of the class, where they make their 
own hieroglyphs, examine the composition of 
Roman coins and create pottery.

On the fi rst Friday lab, Jeter presents each 
student with a stone, chisel and a picture of 
a hieroglyph. Th e students are instructed 
to replicate the hieroglyph to illustrate how 

“easy” it is, while also learning to appreciate 
ancient art forms in a whole new way. He 
notes that the students chisel away at their 
stones until he can’t take the noise anymore, 
at which point, class is dismissed for the day.

Th e experience has involved substantial 
growth for Jeter, personally as well as 
professionally.

“Last year I went to an American Chemical 
Society meeting in Chicago and when it was 
over I spent a whole day at the Art Institute of 

Chicago. I probably wouldn’t have done that before,” he says.
Jeter’s favorite work of art thus far is the Portland Vase, a 

Roman glass creation of the fi rst century BCE with an intense 
blue hue and detailed cameo.

“Th e color is just the result of adding a chemical compound 
to the glass,” Jeter begins to explain, while pausing with a slight 
smile, “but it does add up to a beautiful vase doesn’t it?”

Finding Fletcher: Jennifer Brady

Professor Jennifer Brady, whose specialty is 17th-century 
English literature, has developed an innovative course about 
a playwright whose work is drawing renewed attention, both 
in scholarship and in the theater. In Brady’s junior seminar, 

“John Fletcher: Th e Case for Collaborative Authorship,” 
students read the works of a prolifi c playwright unfamiliar to 
many.

Th e course revolves around a major dramatist of the 
early 1600s who wrote or co-authored more than 50 
plays. In fact, Fletcher succeeded Shakespeare as the 
principal dramatist for the King’s Men company of 

actors. Fletcher’s dramas were wildly popular during the 
Renaissance and underwent their own renaissance during 
the Restoration, when they were revived and staged 
far more frequently than those of Ben Jonson, or even 
Shakespeare. Fletcher co-wrote plays with some of the 
most well-known playwrights of the period, including 
Shakespeare, Philip Massinger and Francis Beaumont. 
During his lifetime, such collaboration between writers 
was the norm, yet Fletcher’s sheer number of co-authored 
works shows an unusually marked preference on his part 
for collaborative writing over solo authorship, which 
Jonson so vigorously practiced and promoted.

One of Fletcher’s most popular plays today is “Th e 
Woman’s Prize,  or Th e Tamer Tamed.” Th is feminist 
sequel to Shakespeare’s chauvinist comedy, “Th e Taming 
of the Shrew,” turns the tables on the wife-tamer, Petruchio, 
who learns to value “due equality” in his second marriage. 
Shakespeare’s and Fletcher’s plays nowadays are oft en staged 
in tandem. While Fletcher was the solo author of “Th e 
Tamer Tamed,” the play enters another mode of collaboration 
through its close patterning of key speeches alluding to 
Shakespeare’s earlier comedy.

Few of Fletcher’s plays are currently anthologized or 
performed. Brady thus views this seminar as an opportunity 
to introduce Rhodes English students to a substantial body 
of work by an important yet undervalued playwright.

She recalls, “When I was an undergraduate at the 
University of Toronto I never read Fletcher. Th is is a course 
that I would love to have taken. It’s also an ideal course for 
anyone considering graduate school who is interested in early 
modern drama.”

So how does Brady make the writings of a relatively 
unknown playwright from a distant era an engaging topic for 
her students?

Natalie Mayo, a junior English major, observes, “Th e class 
is unique: We are fortunate to be perhaps the only institution 
in the country that off ers a class focused on the works of John 
Fletcher. While oft en overshadowed by Shakespeare, Fletcher 
was just as prolifi c. Professor Brady encourages her students 
to dive into Fletcher’s works.”

But even more important than the unusual topic is the 
professor’s palpable enthusiasm for the class.

As Mayo says, “Th e class discussions really highlight 
Fletcher’s talent, but also reveal Professor Brady’s passion for 
teaching. You can tell she loves introducing students to new 
literature.”

Brady describes Fletcher’s material as “an accessible kind 
of drama—less densely imagistic than Shakespeare’s, as 
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intricately plotted as Jonson’s, but far easier to read. It lends 
itself to feminist and colonialist readings. Fletcher is probably 
the only overtly feminist playwright of his time—he takes an 
egalitarian approach to human relations.”

Brady views the class as a chance to expose students to 
Renaissance drama other than Shakespeare’s, while also 
giving them the opportunity to explore more fully the 
practice of collaborative writing.

Fletcher captivates many readers through the strangeness of 
his dramatic situations and the unexpected, oft en outrageous 
humor woven into his plays.

Brady admits, “Th is is fun material—and I rarely tell 
students that a course is fun! But there is just something 
marvelous about engaging with a select body of work that 
you have never read before, and that no one else really knows 
about.”

Several students in the course confi rm her sentiment.
Senior English major Stephanie Wilkinson says, “Even 

though it’s in the morning, the John Fletcher class is both 
fun and engaging. Professor Brady highly encourages class 

participation and is always appreciative and affi  rming of 
every response, even if it’s not exactly correct. She has a way of 
presenting information in a precise and succinct manner that 
helps you better realize a diff erent interpretation.”

Brady credits her professors at both the University of 
Toronto and Princeton for stimulating her interest in 
Renaissance and Restoration literature—an interest which 
she in turn continues to engender in her Rhodes students by 
teaching beguiling fi gures such as John Fletcher.

A Picture’s Worth a Thousand 
Words: David McCarthy

Last fall’s course listings contained an unusual item: 
Art 365: Photos of the Memphis World, a seminar on the 
history of photography designed to give students a unique 
opportunity to research and write for publication. In summer 
2006, the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art purchased a 
collection of 222 black-and-white photographs originally 
reproduced in the Memphis World, a local newspaper 

Members of Professor David McCarthy’s Memphis World class gathered for lunch at Brooks last fall. From left to right: La’Sandria Ward ’09, 
Anthony Siracusa ’09, Laura Cross ’09, Amber James ’09, McCarthy, Brooks’ chief curator Marina Pacini, Crystal Windless ’08, Elizabeth Welch ’09, 
Rachel Touchstone ’09

ADRIAN W
ARD SR.
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published by and for African Americans from the late 1940s 
through the mid 1960s. Students were to date the images and 
attempt to identify, locate and interview the photographers 
and people in the photographs. Th eir oral histories would 
become part of the digital Crossroads to Freedom project 
hosted by Rhodes. Students would also write text and 
essays for the exhibition catalogue. Organized by Brooks, 
the exhibition would be held jointly at the museum and at 
Rhodes’ Clough-Hanson Gallery in fall 2008.

Th e course was taught by Art History Professor David 
McCarthy who has spent his career writing about American 
painting and sculpture of the last century.

Why this?
Th e saga began when Brooks purchased the photos. Since 

McCarthy is married to the museum’s chief curator, Marina 
Pacini, he got an early inside look at the collection and was 
immediately excited by the potential for a class. In fact, 
McCarthy was so enthused about this unique opportunity 
that he made a personal contribution to the museum 
specifi cally for the purchase of the photos. Most of the 
research for the class took place off  campus. Primary sources 
were the Memphis Room in the Benjamin Hooks Public 
Library and the University of Memphis library. Wayne 
Dowdy, a historian at the public library, guided the class to 
particular archives and essential sources to help uncover the 
past represented in the Memphis World.

McCarthy carefully selected students to partner with him 
on the Memphis World project.

word-by-word in order to ensure a cohesive fi nal product.
“Th e class had to address and air its own prejudices and 

assumptions about the people and the events of the ’50s 
and ’60s,” notes McCarthy, “It’s amazing how frequently 
assumptions are incorrect. Take for example, a photo of 
black sorority women, hosting and participating in a fashion 
show. It might seem trivial, even frivolous at fi rst, and easy to 
dismiss,” states McCarthy, “but actually, these sororities were 
unlike what we typically think of as a sorority today. Th ese 
were organizations for educated women that continued aft er 
schooling. And these sorority women were doing a fashion 
show, with the proceeds going to a religious organization, 
which in turn went to civil rights activism, which brought 
Martin Luther King Jr. to Memphis to speak. Th e funding 
came, at least in part, from these sorority women.”

One student reports that she found the class “a lot of 
work but so exciting when you make a breakthrough, when 
you track down someone in a photograph who was hard to 
identify and even harder to fi nd.”

McCarthy off ers sage advice about the sometimes tedious 
process of compiling oral histories and his eff ort to capture 
community voices.

“You must be patient enough to learn; the past can be 
opened up to you in this marvelous and unanticipated way if 
you are willing simply to listen. You have to earn the right to 
hear someone’s history.”

When discussing the Memphis World project, McCarthy 
emphasizes the students’ responsibility for accurately 
representing those portrayed, without bias or judgment , 
noting that photographs diff er from other types of art in that 
they depict a specifi c moment.

McCarthy notes, “What we ultimately hoped to 
accomplish was to bring these photographs forward in 
the exhibition and catalogue so they would be available to 
everyone in Memphis and to anyone who would like to know 
more about Memphis,” the art historian states. “We hope 
that this project will put some of these people in the history 
books, that scholars will pick this up.”

So what’s next for McCarthy? He is currently planning 
a writing-intensive class for spring 2010 that will focus on 
Pablo Picasso’s “Guernica.” Th e class will investigate the 
production, reception and history of the mural while also 
studying war protests in the fi ne arts.

“It’s a very timely topic,” says McCarthy.
He plans to petition for the class also to count as a history 

credit and carry the Foundation Requirement of a writing-
intensive course.

“In the end, all we have is what we write,” he says. 

“It was a class by application, and this necessarily cut down 
on the enrollment,” he states in the matter-of-fact manner 
that his students have come to know and love.

Each student submitted a writing sample and a statement 
of purpose that outlined their interest in the project. 
McCarthy let his students know from the start that this class 
would be time-consuming, challenging, but very gratifying.

Not only would the students’ work be in print, but 
it would be in print alongside the work of Rhodes vice 
president for college relations, Russell Wigginton, Pacini and 
McCarthy himself, as well as Deborah Willis of New York 
University, who is considered the foremost authority on black 
American photography.

“It was a truly collaborative project,” McCarthy states. “I 
was working alongside the students.”

It was a small group—three 2007 Rhodes Summer 
Institute for Regional Studies fellows and 12 students in the 
fall seminar. Each received six photos with which to work. 
Th e students were divided into four teams that shared their 
fi ndings with the rest of the class. McCarthy edited the draft s 
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Alums give new meaning to the term
The Chattering Class
By Martha Hunter Shepard ’66 
Photography by Kevin Barré

Its whimsical logo speaks 
volumes—a cartoon figure 
clad in a 1930s-style tuxedo; 
its head, a set of giant 
teeth listening to a smaller, 

chattering hand-held set. It’s the 
symbol of Chatterbox Audio Theater, 
the year-old nonprofit Web-based 
drama group created by a quartet of 
Rhodes alumni with a love of theater—
and great sense of fun—who take 
listeners back to the golden days of 
radio while introducing many more 
to a whole new world of sound and 
imagination.
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Not just idle chatter
Founded by Bob Arnold ’02, Andrew Sullivan ’01, 
Dave Mickle ’02 and Kyle Hatley ’03 and staffed by 
some 80 volunteer cast and crew members mostly 
from the Rhodes community, Chatterbox presents 
a variety of classic and original drama recorded live 
with a host of handmade sound effects. The works 
range from second-century Roman satirist Apuleius 
to sci-fi and comic originals by the Chatterbox 
crew, with Herman Melville, Franz Kafka, Jules 
Verne, Washington Irving, the Brothers Grimm 
and Charlotte Perkins Gilman in between. Most 
programs run about 30 minutes. The longer ones 
are divided into two or three half-hour episodes.

In addition to drama, horror and sci-fi, there’s 
hilarity to be had. Chatterbox regulars perform 
sketch comedy under the moniker, Sight Gag. 
There are such offerings as “Zombie Speed Dating,” 

“Christopher Walken Does the Vacuuming Up” and 
the guy who’s followed around all morning by a 
smart-mouthed Greek chorus.

They’re all free and downloadable at 
chatterboxtheater.org or through iTunes. However 
it’s accessed, Chatterbox has received more than 
18,000 hits “from every state and continent except 
Antarctica,” says Arnold.

Arnold is executive director, Hatley artistic 
director, and Sullivan is technical director. 
Marketing director Jordan Badgett Barré ’03 and 
managing director Dave Mickle ’02 complete 
what Chatterbox calls its “Inner Sanctum,” the title of a radio horror show from the 1940s and ’50s.

The Chatterbox Web site launched in September 2007, a year after Arnold began toying with 
the concept.

“Chatterbox,” he says, “began with an idea that I had and that Andrew brought to the surface. He told 
me at the time that Rhodes was discussing the idea of launching Rhodes Radio, an Internet radio 
station, and how neat it would be to do theater like that. Around that time I was in a production of 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ that Kyle directed at Germantown Community Theatre.”

Says Hatley: “Bob was featured in that production, along with many others who would quickly become 
Chatterbox collaborators. During the run of the play, Bob, Andrew, Dave and I started to consider 
what we could do, and the more we talked about it, the more excited we became.”

Further fueling the idea was Arnold’s love of old radio shows.

Bob Arnold ’02
Executive Director

Arnold, who is employed as grants manager 
by the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, 
majored in English at Rhodes and acted in 
one play a year at McCoy Theatre. He was 
also a founding member of the popular 
Contents Under Pressure (CUP), the student 
improv/sketch comedy group.

“We did our first CUP show in the Lair with 
an audience of 30 people. By my senior 
year we had to turn them away from McCoy. 
It was one of most satisfying projects I 
worked on in my Rhodes career. There were 
no rules—it was self-creating. We got it 
together because we wanted to. We put 
in all this work because we wanted to do 
something good and fun that people would 
enjoy.”
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“A friend and I wrote a science fiction radio script when we were in middle school. I think that came 
from reading comic books, especially ‘The Shadow,’ when I was younger. On long car rides, I’d listen 
to cassettes of ‘The Shadow’ (which aired from the 1930s till the mid-1950s). You could buy a single 
cassette in a blister pack for about $4.

“Not long ago I listened to an old episode of ‘Lights Out’ (which aired from the mid-1930s to the 
mid-1940s). The story is about a con man who 
is also a film projectionist. He goes around 
showing a horror film in which a monster comes 
off the screen, and after him. You never hear the 
monster. You never get any indication that it’s 
there except for people saying things like, ‘I see 
the tail!’ or, ‘I see it moving in the background!’ 
It drove home to me how much you can 
accomplish through suggestion.”

While many people listen for fun, Chatterbox 
enjoys a serious audience as well.

“A teacher in Oshkosh, WI, wrote that she is 
using some of our productions of classics in her 
8th-grade literature class, and a girl in Romania 
says that Chatterbox is helping her learn English. 
Those are the kinds of e-mails that warm your 
heart,” says Arnold.

That educational component is never far from 
the troupe’s collective mind. In fact, members 
have solicited their former Rhodes professors 
to join in. David Sick, associate professor of 
Greek and Roman Studies, recorded a five-
minute “special dramaturgical lecture” that 
accompanies Apuleius’s “Cupid and Psyche,” 
and Brian Shaffer, professor of English and dean 
of academic affairs for faculty development, is 
scheduled to give his take on an adaptation of 
James Joyce’s “The Dead.”

What’s more, Chatterbox has taken its educational 
endeavors from cyberspace to city. Last summer, 
the group recorded Kipling’s “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” 
and “The Queen Bee” by the Brothers Grimm 
before live audiences at the Memphis Children’s 
Theatre Festival held at Rhodes’ McCoy Theatre. 
This past Halloween, the group “told scary stories” 
on WKNO-FM, Memphis’ NPR affiliate. And 
throughout the fall, Chatterbox and Germantown 
Community Theatre conducted five-week 

Kyle Hatley ’03
Artistic Director

A Theatre major with solid credits as 
assistant director and script supervisor for 
About Face Theatre, Steppenwolf Theatre 
and Chicago Children’s Theatre in addition 
to McCoy and the major Memphis theaters, 
Hatley last spring accepted the post of 
assistant artistic director at the Kansas 
City Repertory Theatre. He also works 
with the MFA program at the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City.

“So much of what we do at Chatterbox is 
pulling material from all over the globe 
and sharing it back with the world. My 
distance is actually a benefit. It creates 
a satellite of sorts for us, making 
Chatterbox present and possible in 
another city. Here, I’m able to work with 
Bob and the team on season and strategic 
planning. The more we spread the word 
from city to city, the better.

“I call Bob at least once or twice a week. 
E-mail is a must for thoughts, ideas, 
plans, questions. I attend monthly Inner 
Sanctum meetings via the Internet using 
the video camera on my laptop.”
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workshops at three Memphis-area public high 
schools, teaching students the art of writing audio 
drama. A play based on their work, titled “Out of 
the Box,” will be performed live, and recorded, at 
Germantown Community Theatre in February.

Spreading the gospel, Hatley is now the assistant 
artistic director of the Kansas City Repertory 
Theatre and an adjunct in the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City’s MFA program, where he 
teaches a course in, of all things, audio theater. 
He continues to contribute to Chatterbox by 
planning, and often writing, productions.

A sound experience
Powering Chatterbox are the creativity of cast 
and crew and the minds of the listeners. The 
script, the rise and fall of the actors’ voices, the 
music and sound effects are the magic ingredients 
that can transport audiences to faraway lands 
of make-believe. They’re what kept students in 
the workshops at East, Houston and Millington 
Central high schools in their desks long after the 
bell had rung.

“Early on we established a rule—to record live 
because patching it together isn’t as much fun,” 
Arnold says. “Kyle and I recorded the very first 
show at my house one night, a version of Edgar 
Allan Poe’s short story, ‘The Cask of Amontillado.’ 
I recorded the narration and spliced it all together 
later. It was tedious, and I didn’t like doing 
things separately. That’s why now I like to have 
actors who can see each other. I love that live 

performance 
feeling when you’re in a room with the actors,  musicians and sound 
effects people all together.”

A creaking door, a thunderstorm, hell opening up and swallowing 
a character—all effects are done “live” and “by hand” as much as 
possible, according to Arnold.

“Thunderstorms are something we’ve struggled with to get good, 
realistic sounds,” Sullivan explains. “For Kyle’s horror story, ‘The 
Dead Girl’ we needed a thunderstorm of biblical proportions. Eric 
Sefton (’02) found some electronic ones and programmed them 
into his computer. It had a theatrical cue system—the rain played 
constantly and you hit a button for thunder whenever you wanted it. 

Andrew Sullivan ’01
Technical Director

A double major in English and Theatre, 
Sullivan works as a media design 
specialist for Le Bonheur Children’s 
Medical Center.

“I got on the MP3 bandwagon about three 
years ago; there were half a dozen podcasts 
I’d download every week. They were mostly 
like talk radio. Then I listened to the BBC 
radio production of ‘The Hitchhiker’s Guide 
to the Galaxy,’ the 1970s science fi ction 
comedy series, and started thinking about 
the distribution system of the Internet and 
why wasn’t anybody taking advantage of this 
new, free access radio format to do other 
sorts of programming, specifi cally, audio 
theater?

“My interest is in doing it. If 10 people listen 
to it, fi ne. Let’s just have some fun.”

Eric Sefton ’02 mans computer for the 
Halloween show
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For other shows, like Bob’s comedy, ‘Roman à Clef,’ it didn’t matter 
if the storm sounded scary—it was just a thing that was happening 
outside. For rain, we turned a snare drum upside down, put some 
rice in it and slowly swished it around. (If you do that too fast, it 
sounds like surf.) For some occasional thunder, we used a big sheet 
of metal we borrowed from Playhouse on the Square, which it had 
borrowed from Theatre Memphis.”

Sometimes it gets complicated.

Says Arnold: “In our production of Jules Verne’s ‘Master Zacharius’ 
the ground opens up, hell comes out and swallows one of the 

characters and 
then the ground 
closes back up. We did all of this live in the 
room with vocals, shaking bricks and moving the 
sound effects table around. I think we got a pretty 
incredible effect.”

Arnold acknowledges that in the early Chatterbox 
shows group members relied on canned effects 
because they didn’t yet know how to do certain 
things.

“Every now and then we’ll come across something 
that is just so difficult that we have to resort to a 
recorded effect,” he says. “For example, in ‘The 
Dead Girl,’ we had to do the voice of a demigod. 
We had already used voice doubling—two people 
reading the same lines to give it an otherworldly 
feel. This had to be even scarier, so after we 
recorded it, we went back and put an echo on 
it. Then we doubled his voice and played it 
backward underneath him to give it this strange, 
unnerving effect.

“Sound effects people are separate performers. We 
recruit them just like we do actors. No one really 
had experience doing it before, but they’ve learned 
how on the f ly and have done a great job,” Arnold 
explains.

His go-to guy is Bill Short ’71, coordinator of 
public services for Rhodes’ Barret Library and 
award-winning set, prop and sound effects guru 
in the Memphis theater community.

“Bill is a wealth of knowledge,” says Arnold. “He 

Jordan Badgett Barré ’03

Marketing Director

Barré, vice president, regional sales and 
marketing manager at SunTrust Bank in 
Memphis, was an English major at Rhodes.

“For the last year and a half or so I have 
sent out press releases, worked with 
WKNO and other groups to gain local 
media exposure, coordinated events (with 
a lot of help) and managed our online 
social media presence,” she says.

“I became interested in Chatterbox 
because Bob and I were working together 
at Memphis Brooks Museum of Art at the 
time. He approached me with the idea 
and asked for some marketing advice. 
The conversation evolved from there 
and before I knew it, he had used his 
persuasive skills and I was marketing 
director.” 

Matt Reed ’02 (left) and Michael Towle ’08 make 
sound effects
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did all the sound effects for ‘It’s a Wonderful 
Life’ when Playhouse on the Square performed 
it as a radio production. From the beginning, he 
was the one I went to. If he doesn’t already know 
where something is, he can find it. We have not 
stumped him yet.”

Recorded history
Every Chatterbox presentation takes 
approximately one week to produce. Arnold and 
Hatley plan the shows some five months out.

“We see what is available—scripts and adaptations, 
directors, actors,” says Arnold. Technical director 
Sullivan “does a lot of the in-the-trenches work—
recording, editing, making everything sound good.”

Chatterbox records its productions everywhere—
“rehearsal halls, green rooms and other 
miscellaneous spaces, usually generously lent to 
us by area theaters, including McCoy. We’re a 
nomadic troupe right now. We don’t have our 
own official space yet—for now, we just squat,” 
Arnold laughs.

Squat or not, the troupe is racking up honors 
as well as fans everywhere. Chatterbox won a 
silver Ogle Award from the American Society 
for Science Fiction Audio for its production 
of Hatley’s “The Dead Girl.” Another Hatley 
original, “Six,” was voted one of the 10 best 
pieces in the 2008 Kansas City Fringe Festival, 
and Arnold’s script, “River City,” received 
honorable mention in a National Audio Theatre 

Festivals Inc. 
competition.

Competition 
is out there—
there are 
audio theater groups from Maine to California as well as in Europe. 
It’s friendly, though. The Radio Drama Revival podcast in Portland, 
ME,  has posted some Chatterbox productions, and Hatley’s class 
at UMKC has recorded a show soon to be posted on the Chatterbox 
Web site.

“So you see,” laughs Arnold, “we’re franchising.”

Dave Mickle ’02
Managing Director

International Studies major Mickle 
works as director of client services at 
Memphis’ Zoomedia Inc., an Internet 
communications agency for the life 
sciences.

“My educational background is in 
international relations—I was living 
in Ireland on a Rotary Ambassadorial 
Scholarship when Bob pitched the 
Chatterbox idea to me. My work 
background is filled with Web site 
development, and the challenge of taking 
this audio theater and giving it a visual, 
interactive element was a very engaging 
project for me.

“I’m the non-artist in an artistic group. 
I never thought I’d be doing this, but 
International Studies is all about 
communication, and while at Rhodes 
I knew my colleagues and I had an 
entrepreneurial spirit. Put those together 
with the artists’ passion for theater, and 
you’ve got Chatterbox.” 

Bob Arnold ’02 and Shannon King ’09 rehearse 
Halloween show at WKNO-FM
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The Rhodes Chatterbox Crew
Eden Badgett ’07
Tom Badgett, Jordan’s and Eden’s Dad
Kevin Barré, Jordan’s spouse
Rebecca Bates ’09
Kevin Collier ’91
Miriam Garrett Dolin ’04
Jason Hansen ’08
Ralph Hatley, Kyle’s Dad 
Amy Noelle Haygood ’06
Brad & Sally Jones Heinz ’81
Dylan Hunter ’08
Kim Justis, Granddaughter of John ’29 &
Louise Mayo Rollow ’30
Jane Kilgore ’09
Shannon King ’09
Greg Krosnes ’89 
Lucy Mason ’08
Erin McGhee ’06
Alicia Queen ’10
Matt Reed ’02
John Rone ’71
Eric Sefton ’02
Brian Shaffer, Professor of English and Dean 
of Academic Affairs for Faculty Development
Bill Short ’71
David Sick, Associate Professor of Greek and 
Roman Studies
Karen Strachan ’02
Michael Towle ’08
Joe Vescovo ’02
Katherine Whitfield ’04

Speaking of the future
Chatterbox likes the Internet.

“Doing it on the Internet rather than radio allows 
more people to listen, to be engaged. Also, there 
are no FCC regulations. It frees us up creatively,” 
Arnold explains. “We’d love for more people all 
over the world to listen and be involved, to bring 

audio theater back into the mainstream.”
He says he envisions Chatterbox becoming an 
official nonprofit, having its own permanent space 
and functioning as an active community theater—
make that a global community theater. 
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Class Notes

Greetings from the Alumni 
Relations Offi ce!

My guess is that upon receipt of 
this issue of Rhodes magazine, you 
turned fi rst to Class Notes to get 
updates on your classmates and 
the other alumni you know. Then, 
fl ipping through the features, you 
came to appreciate that this issue 
centers on our faculty.

Rhodes College is richly blessed 
to have a talented and caring 
community of scholars. This is 
nothing new. The faculty who 
went before also cared deeply about 
their students, and many still have 
contact with their former students.

During this academic year 
we have a rare and wonderful 
opportunity to reconnect with each 
other. Dan Cullen, associate professor of Political Science, is visiting each 
of our Rhodes Chapters, offering an afternoon seminar on “Equality and 
Justice.” Participation in the seminars is by registration on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis with a limit on the number attending. However, all members 
of the alumni and parent community are welcome at an evening reception 

From the Alumni Relations Offi ce
Dear Alumnus/a,

Alumni News

Bud Richey

Nominations Requested
Nominations are requested for the following 

awards to be presented at 
Homecoming, Oct. 23-24:

Athletic Hall of Fame
BSA Distinguished Alumnus/a

Distinguished Alumnus/a Award
Faculty Portrait Series

Young Alumnus/a of the Year

Nominations must be received by Friday, 
March 13, 2009

Use the electronic form at rhodes.edu/alumni2951.asp, 
or e-mail alumni@rhodes.edu, or mail to: 
Bud Richey, Alumni Relations Offi ce, 

Rhodes College, 2000 N. Parkway, 
Memphis, TN 38112

Rhodes to Travel
Take an Amazon Voyage with the Meeman Center, 

Nov. 6-15, 2009

Stay over for a trip to Machu Picchu, Nov. 15-20

For information and a brochure, contact Linda 
Jackson Walter ’64, 901-844-6105, or Glenda 

Owen, 901-844-6106, at Regency Travel

following the seminar. Advance 
information will be sent to alumni 
in each chapter location with details 
of the seminar and reception. Make 
plans to attend.

Our faculty members have 
always cared deeply that we realize 
the Rhodes Vision by graduating 
students “with a lifelong passion for 
learning, a compassion for others 
and the ability to translate academic 
study and personal concerns into 
effective leadership and action in 
their communities and the world.” If 
you wish to contact a favorite faculty 
member, please e-mail me at bud@
rhodes.edu.

Best regards,

Bud Richey
Associate Vice President and
Director of Alumni Relations
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By Carrie Tahu ’09 

Rhodes College
Alumni Association

President
Marcus Kimbrough ’90

Charlotte, NC

1951
Anne Caldwell moved from 

Memphis to Asheville, NC, 
in January 2009.

1954
Peggy Fitch Witherspoon 

writes: “I moved to 
Hernando, MS, from 
Richmond, VA, fi ve years ago 
to be near my two children 
(both “Southwestern” 
graduates) and fi ve 
grandchildren. I now have 
two great-grandchildren. Last 
year I had two hip surgeries 
and a terrible case of shingles. 
At the moment, all is well!

Vi Devours Powers 
says she feels blessed that 
their fi ve children and 24 
grandchildren all live within 
three or four miles of their 
house.

Wade McHenry Hunter is 
an elder and active member 
of the Presbyterian church 
in Rogers and a contributor 
to Find-A-Grave. She 
volunteered for the Benton 
County Democrats in 2008.

Gerry Prichard Kaller says, 
“I married a Presbyterian 
pastor, have fi ve children, 10 
grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. We’ve lived 
in many places, worked in 
another country and traveled 
around the world, seeing 
many of the places I learned 
about at Rhodes.”

1958
Reporter: Lorraine Rayburn 
Abernathy
30 Willway Ave.
Richmond, VA 23226
804-353-4202
labernathy04@comcast.net

What a wonderful time we 
had at our 50th class reunion 
at Rhodes the weekend of 
Nov. 3-4! The college did 
us proud, beginning with 
an all-class reception at the 
Bryan Campus Life Center. 
Lots of squeals, hugs, glancing 
at nametags (as long as we’re 
being honest!) and getting 
reacquainted with old friends. 
President and Mrs. Troutt 
gave a scrumptious Saturday 
brunch at their home, then 
it was on to Palmer and the 
traditional “Golden Class” 
walk (a bit of sashaying 
maybe) down the aisle in 
Hardie Auditorium, where, by 
the way, we won the Hilton 
award for having the largest 
percentage of graduates 
attending Homecoming 
Weekend. Yay! There was 
a barbecue picnic under 
the oaks outside of Burrow, 
tours of the new Barret 
Library, as well as golf cart 
excursions anywhere we 
asked the staff to take us on 
campus. Saturday evening 
Mike Cody ably emceed the 
reunion dinner, asking us 
to reminisce at our separate 
tables about old Southwestern 
memories—not a tough chore. 
President Troutt then gave 
out Golden Lynx pins and 
commemorative booklets the 
college had put together for us. 
Really and truly, that Alumni 
Offi ce is on the ball, and we 
owe them, along with Beth 
Simpson and Betty Peyton, 
co-chairs for the weekend, a 
huge debt of thanks.

Henry Crais sends word: 

Class Notes

The charitable gift annuity is an increasingly popular 
way to make a planned gift to Rhodes while enjoying 
fi xed income for life and possible tax benefi ts. In 
exchange for a contribution of $10,000 or more, in 
cash or appreciated stock, Rhodes can offer you a fi xed 
annual payment for life, based on your contribution, 
your age and the current annuity rates established by 
the American Council on Gift Annuities.

Annuity rates are subject to change, but the amount 
of your lifetime annual payment is determined at 
the time the charitable gift annuity is funded. Your 
annual payment will never change and will continue 
regardless of how long you live.

Age                         Annuity Rate
70 ............................ 5.7%
75 ............................ 6.3%
80 .............................7.1%
85 ............................ 8.1%
90 & over .................. 9.5%

You may establish a charitable gift annuity for you 
and your spouse or any other loved one, but the 
annuity rates will be slightly lower for two people. For 
additional information, please contact:

The Rhodes College Offi ce of Development
901-843-3850

rhodes.edu/plannedgiving

The
Charitable
Annuity: 
The Gift 
That Keeps 
Giving
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Class Notes
“After our wonderful time 
at the reunion, we were 
privileged to take care of 
our two grandchildren, 
Richard and Molly, while 
our son, Stewart ’94, and his 
wife, Shelly, took a 10-year 
wedding anniversary trip to 
Hawaii. Stewart is director 
of technology at Lausanne 
School in Memphis, and 
Shelly is a wonderful 
craftsperson who spends 
many weekends at shows 
in the area. They live in 
Cordova, TN. Our next out-
of-country trip is three weeks 
in Egypt in February ’09.”

Nan Schaeffer Graham 
in Wilmington, NC, got 
together over the summer 
with old freshman roommate 
Mary Ann Breese Brendel 
from Williamsburg, VA, 
for the fi rst time in 50 
years. They met halfway 
between Wilmington and 
Williamsburg in Wilson, 
NC, and apparently picked 
up right where they had left 
off. They remembered being 
invited, along with Deano 
Thompson Bibb, to spend a 
weekend in Franklin, TN, 
with late classmate Nancy 
Rice Bracey, where there 
were peacocks in the front 
yard! Nan spent some of the 
summer in Livingston, AL, 
lecturing and writing. She 
says she’s about a third of 
the way through writing 
a novel set in post-WWII 
Wilmington and enjoys the 
research perhaps more than 
the writing.

Tom Reed wrote from 
Richmond, KY, that he was 
sorry to miss the reunion, 
never having attended one 
but wanting to, due to having 
to attend a criminal justice 
conference in New Orleans. 
He planned to visit the post-
Katrina city where he had 
lived for three years in the 

early 1960s. He had heard 
that the area in the Upper 
9th Ward and Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church, where 
he had been the fi rst minister, 
would not be rebuilt.

It was great to see Jack and 
Jane Biedenharn ’59 from 
Vero Beach, FL, where Jack 
is still working as a full-time 
tennis pro at the Orchid 
Island Tennis Club, enjoying 
every day on the court.

As it turned out, our friend 
Deano Thompson Bibb of 
Hollandale, MS, was indeed 
in Memphis at the time of 
the reunion—but she was 
a patient at Baptist East 
Hospital, her gall bladder 
having ruptured! Wish we’d 
known. She’s much better 
now that she’s home in 
Hollandale and her strength 
is returning. She had been 
a language teacher for years, 
retiring at the end of the 
2008 school year. She’s ready 
to enjoy her time off.

From Buddy and Mary 
Ada Latta Whiteaker in 
Pine Bluff, AR, comes 
word of a much-anticipated 
trip West they took last 
summer, notwithstanding 
Mary Ada’s April knee 
replacement surgery. “We 
set out on a journey with no 
fi rm destination, no itinerary 
and a determination to see 
and learn as much as we 
could about the people and 
places that are so much a 
part of America’s history 
and folklore.” Their journey 
covered 5,781 miles over 18 
days. Some of the highlights: 
the Badlands, Black Hills 
and Mount Rushmore 
in South Dakota, Glacier 
National Park in Montana, 
the Great Salt Lake in Utah, 
Yellowstone National Park 
in Wyoming, and the rich, 
rolling plains of Kansas, 
Iowa and Oklahoma. “We 

hope this inspires other 
classmates to travel while we 
can. It opens the mind as 
well as the heart to see God’s 
handiwork.”

Soon after the reunion 
weekend Nancy Carter 
Burnidge of Elgin, IL, 

“shuffl ed off to Buffalo” to 
visit her almost two-year-old 
twin grandsons. In my earlier 
plea for news I’d suggested 
just a sentence or two 
about books you’re reading, 
walking you’re doing, etc., so 
Nancy took me up on those. 

“I do walk three miles a day; I 
am reading a new book, The 
Dark Side by Jane Mayer, 
along with an old book, 
Great Expectations. I’m still 
absorbing all the thoughts 
and emotions and memories 
I experienced at our grand 
50th Reunion Celebration. It 
was so wonderful to see all of 
you, my classmates, and to 
remember the extraordinary 
friendships we shared, the 
wonderful teachers we had 
and the unusually rich 
education we were lucky to 
have had.”

Over the summer Walker 
and Diane McMillan Wellford 
’59 visited their daughter, 
Lauren Wellford Deming ’87, 
in Salzburg, Austria. Lauren’s 
husband, a professor in 
Portland, OR, was leading a 
summer study program.

Paul Thompson, a minister 
on Cape Cod, writes that he 
and wife Bunny enjoy a busy 
life, some of which centers 
on his Scottish heritage, 
including Highland games 
in various locales. He and 
Bunny are on the board of 
Opera New England of Cape 
Cod, which brings two New 
York opera productions a 
year to the Cape, in fall and 
spring. Paul does a great deal 
of reading on many subjects, 
but, catering to his Scottish 

interests, he has enjoyed the 
three-book series, Chronicles 
of Robert de Brus, King of 
Scots, by Charles Randolph 
Bruce and Carolyn Hale 
Bruce. He met the authors 
several years ago at the New 
Hampshire Games.

Stella Wilson Dixon lives 
in Brownsville, TN, where 
she taught elementary 
school for 37 years and her 
husband had a Pontiac-
Olds-GMC dealership. They 
have two daughters and six 
grandchildren.

You may remember that 
Mike Ivy and wife Jane in 
Benton, AR, had to miss 
the reunion due to an 
anniversary cruise in Hawaii 
they had already scheduled. 
On getting back, he wrote, 

“It was as if someone in 
higher authority was telling 
me I made a mistake by 
not attending, since the 
fi rst two days and nights of 
our cruise we were tossed 
and blown around like a 
canoe in the middle of the 
ocean.” It seems that two 
big Pacifi c storms caused 
terrible turbulence and the 
passengers had a tough 
time negotiating the decks, 
etc. Things calmed down 
apparently and they had an 
enjoyable 15 days.

It was great to see Martha 
Sigler Guthrie of Metairie, 
LA, at the reunion. In her 
words, “It was such great fun 
renewing old acquaintances 
and forming new ones. What 
a fi ne group of young folks 
we still are!” An artist, she 
is back to her usual schedule. 

“I teach watercolor class on 
Tuesdays and have a couple 
of workshops coming up for 
advanced watercolor still life. 
Lots of fun to teach. (I won’t 
teach beginners—don’t know 
how to do it!)” 

Grace Brown Toler 
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writes, “My husband, Noel, 
and I have been happily 
married for 50 years. We 
have two sons and fi ve 
grandchildren—all of whom 
live here in Jackson, MS. 
Although we have lived in 
our Jackson home for 39 
years, we have had three 
Rhodes graduates living right 
across the street from us: 
Doyle and Allene Wimberly 
Moorhead ’56 and Jack Neill 
’07.” 

Robert Neil and Karen 
Templeton in Virginia 
Beach, VA, are in business 
and enjoying their eight 
grandchildren. They attend 
all their activities, such as 
horseback riding, soccer and 
baseball.

Catherine Earle Cortelyou 
in Stockton, AL, had hoped 
to come to the reunion 
but was hospitalized with 
pneumonia. Catherine, a 
longtime teacher in Atlanta, 
moved back home to 
Alabama a few years ago.

It was so good to get 
word from Shep Crigler in 
Franklin, TN. Having been 
a minister in Huntsville, 
AL, for almost 20 years, 
Shep and his wife moved to 
Franklin because their two 
grown children live in the 
area. Their daughter and 
her husband “presented us 
with our fi rst grandchild two 
years ago when she and her 
husband went to China and 
brought home an 11-month-
old baby who becomes more 
adorable every day.”

Thanks for your news, 
folks. This is still a special 
class!

1959
50th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 23-24
Reporter: Sara Jean 
(Shiney) Jackson

sjj1022@earthlink.net
Greetings and lots of news 

from Tim and Thirza Mobley 
Sloan of Covington, TN. 
Together they have been 
the coordinators for the 
Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library for Tipton County, 
a program that sends free 
books to children from birth 
to fi ve years of age. Thirza 
continues to play the organ 
at St. Matthew’s Episcopal 
in Covington and is active 
in the DAR, UDC and 
the Daughters of the War 
of 1812. Tim has retired 
from the advisory board 
of Regions Bank where 
he served for 40 years as 
chairman, president and 
CEO. He is also completing 
20 years as a member of 
the Foundation Board of 
Dyersburg State Community 
College. Tim confi des that 
his mother told him when 
she was about 85 or so that 
if he ever saw Dean Jameson 
Jones to tell him that “I had 
become successful in spite 
of myself!” Wonderful! Tim 
and Thirza (and others, too, 
I hope!) are looking forward 
to our 50th class reunion in 
2009.

More news about the 
“Sigma Nu gang” from Ed 
Stock. Ed writes that Sam 
and Hervey Doughton 
Martin ’58 hosted a group at 
their lake house near Pilot 
Mountain, NC. Included 
were Ed and Martha Dale 
Stock, Dick ’58 and Nancy 
Crais, Larry and Day Kennon 
and J.L. and Jane Jerden. 
Lots of fi shing and great 
conversation!

Attending a Union 
Seminary dinner together 
with Ed and Martha Dale 
Stock were Charles and 
Merelyn Davis Hammett. Ed 
serves as director of Church 
Relations for Union-PSCE.

Nancy Wooddell Warlick 
writes of a fun visit with 
Jack ’58 and Jane Alexander 
Biedenharn, laughing and 
remembering some of the 
antics we were involved in 
back in the “Southwestern” 
days. While visiting in 
Atlanta to see her daughter 
and family who live in 
Madagascar, Nancy also 
enjoyed a visit with Ann 
(“Auntie Ann”) Evans.

San Andrews Robertson 
and husband Bill write of 
attending the retirement 
celebration of their middle 
son, who served 20 years as 
an Army engineer.

As “class reporter,” I will 
report from Montreat, NC, 
where I have a vacation home 
and now spend more and 
more time. It is wonderful 
to reconnect with Rhodes 
friends like Sissy Jones, 
Marcia Wooten Barstow ’61 
and Charlotte Frist Chesnutt 
’60 and occasionally Bob 
Welsh and Denton ’58 
and Mary Allie McColgan 
McLellan ’61.

Eric ’57 and Truly Brown 
Mount celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary hosting 
their four children and 
spouses on a trip to South 
Mississippi to “the scene of 
where it all happened”—
Natchez, Fayette, Port 
Gibson and points on the 
Natchez Trace. In June 
the family of four children 
and 10 grandchildren were 
together at Myrtle Beach. 
Eric and Truly are now back 
from two weeks in France. 
Lots of 50th celebrations!

I close with some 
philosophical words of 
wisdom from Mary Farish 
Sharp, the end of an e-mail 
discussion she and I had 
about growing old. Mary 
says this: “I am so thankful 
that I have been fortunate 

to reach this age and I look 
forward to fi nding out more 
(as I do daily) exactly why I 
have been blessed to be part 
of the older generation. I 
hope one of those blessings 
will be meeting so many 
of you other old people at 
Rhodes next fall!”

Amen!

1961
Reporter: Sam Drash
4541 Solomon Seal Tr.
Chattanooga, TN 37415
423-875-3580
sldrash@comcast.net

In June 2008, George and 
Betsy Breytspraak Awsumb 
’63 joined their oldest 
daughter, Catherine Awsumb 
Nelson, her husband, Chris, 
and their two grandsons 
on a trip to France. They 
spent three days touring 
the Louvre, climbing Notre 
Dame, seeing sights along 
the Seine and eating that 
wonderful French cuisine. 
They then headed south to 
the Pyrenees where a former 
student has restored a 19th-
century farmhouse. They 
spent the month of July in 
Middlebury, VT, where their 
youngest daughter, Kristin, 
was attending Breadloaf 
School of English. For the 
month of July, George 
and Betsy cared for their 
latest grandchild, Roosevelt 
Awsumb Liu (Rosie), while 
Rosie’s mother was going to 
school. It was a wonderful 
experience with Rosie, who 
was born in September 2007.

Bob Barret received quite 
an honor this fall. Friends, 
alumni and colleagues at 
the University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte have 
established the annual Bob 
Barret Distinguished Lecture 
on Multiculturalism, along 
with the Bob Barret Social 
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Class Notes
Just Award. The fi rst lecture 
given by Bob was Oct. 
2, 2008. In the audience 
were two good buddies 
from Rhodes, Lynn and 
Carolyn Haigler Ikenberry 
’62 and Truman Smith ’62. 
Bob’s essay, “Living With 
Integrity,” was published 
in the new “This I Believe” 
volume Sept. 30, 2008.

Sue Kirchen Betts is 
enjoying retirement a great 
deal—providing a lot of 
child care for her grandson, 
Will (4 ½ ), plus gardening 
(trying to amend clay with 
leaf compost and having 
good results), reading 
quite a bit and enjoying 
the companionship of her 
husband, a retired Episcopal 
clergyman and social worker. 
Sue is now a member of the 
Society of Friends, Chestnut 
Hill, which has monthly 
meetings in Philadelphia. 
She has found a close group 
of people whom she likes 
to meet and work with. 
She enjoyed her years as a 
geriatric social worker, but 
retirement is more fun for 
her.

Twin sisters Edwina 
and Cynthia Bringle have 
committed their lives to 
being both makers and 
mentors for clay and textile 
crafts for more than 30 years 
in North Carolina. They 
have dedicated much of 
their lives to teaching and 
infl uencing innumerable 
students. Edwina and 
Cynthia both spoke at a 
special presentation on Oct. 
9, 2008, in Hendersonville, 
NC. The event was held 
at The Center for Craft, 
Creativity and Design. Anita 
Moose Hampson visited 
the Bringle display in late 
October and said it was 
fabulous!

Tommy Clinton and his 

wife, Jackie, are excited 
to announce that John 
Thomas Taylor was born 
April 18, 2008, to Tiffany 
and Jay Taylor in Atlanta. 
Tommy and Jackie now 
have six grandsons and two 
granddaughters, the oldest 
grandchild being six years 
old.

We were all very sad 
to learn that Bette 
Baumgartner Daniels died 
Aug. 5, 2008.

In early September, Wayne 
Drash called his parents, 
Sam and Ginny Taylor Drash 
’66 to say that he would 
like for Sam to travel with 
him to New York City Sept. 
12-14. The purpose of the 
father/son trip was to see the 
Yankees play Tampa Bay and 
the Mets play the Atlanta 
Braves because that was the 
last weekend that both New 
York teams would be playing 
in their old ballparks before 
moving to new ones next 
year. Needless to say, Sam 
and Wayne went to New 
York and had a wonderful 
time. One of Wayne’s 
college friends is in charge 
of organizing the rebuilding 
of Ground Zero and gave 
us a guided tour down into 
the very bottom. Sam would 
recommend any parent to 
try to have some special 
one-on-one trips with their 
children. Mothers could 
have mother/daughter trips, 
as well as fathers having 
father/son trips.

Joanie Adams King had a 
wonderful experience with 
her daughter, Lori, this 
fall. Lori is a soprano of 
note (no pun intended) in 
the Dallas/Ft. Worth area. 
Lori has performed at many 
musical theaters in opera 
and oratorio roles, including 
the soprano lead in Dubois’ 

“The Seven Last Words of 

Christ.” On Oct. 5, Lori 
performed at a benefi t for 
the music ministry of their 
church in Colorado Springs. 
It was billed “From Stage 
to Pulpit.” The musical 
performance brought in 
more than $500 for the 
church’s music program! 
That is not too bad for a six-
year-old to have that much 
infl uence! On a sadder note, 
Joanie spent some time in 
Texas with her 10-year-old 
granddaughter, Zoey, whose 
mother died last year. Zoey 
is now being raised by her 
father. We all will keep 
Joanie, Zoey and her father, 
Sam, in our thoughts and 
prayers.

Robert Taylor and his wife 
went to Atlanta in August 
for the baptism of their 
granddaughter, Catherine 
Clay Taylor. They had a 
great celebration with 10 
other families at St. Phillip’s 
Cathedral. In mid-October, 
Bob had his third hernia 
surgery within 12 months. 
If any of you have ever had 
a hernia operation, you 
know that you do not get 
much exercise during your 
recovery. We all hope Bob 
will be able to get back on 
his feet and off of the couch!

Emma and Jack Thompson 
have been having a very 
rewarding time lately. They 
have become involved with 
CHET, the Center for 
Homeschool Enrichment 
and Tutorial. Jack is 
teaching junior and senior 
high world geography and 
has 20 students. Emma 
teaches a “Keepers at Home” 
class of 4th-6th grade 
girls, a combination of Girl 
Scouting skills, homemaking 
skills and the Bible. The 
fi rst class hour is consumed 
by learning to thread a 
needle, tie a knot and sew 

on a button! Now the girls 
are memorizing the Ten 
Commandments, learning 
to do a counted cross stitch 
bookmark and doing a 
study on trees. In September, 
Emma and Jack and their 
two sons and their wives 
and 16 grandchildren spent 
a great long weekend at Gulf 
Shores just as Hurricane 
Ike arrived! However, 
everyone had a wonderful 
time together. Emma said 
she really enjoyed being 
able to hold and rock Ezra, 
their newest grandson. She 
and Jack fi nd it is such a 
wonderful privilege to be 
involved in the lives of their 
grandchildren as they grow 
up. Jack is still practicing 
law and is building a garden 
well house on the farm. 
Emma still volunteers at the 
Tennessee Women’s Prison.

1963
Jean-Pierre Potel’s oldest 

daughter, Emilie, married 
last year. He and his wife, 
Nicole, both live and work 
near Paris. Jean-Pierre is 
almost retired from his 
family business of cotton 
by-products, which he is 
training his second son, 
Julien, to take over. Their 
third child, Timothée, 
a geologist, worked in 
Equatorial Guinea for over 
a year for a French company 
which now employs him 
in Paris. Their daughter, 
Antoinette, was recently 
engaged in a six-month 
training period in Cairo, 
and their youngest son, 
Benoit, will fi nish high 
school this year.
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1964
45th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 23-24
Reporter: Mary Lou Quinn 
McMillin
maryloumc1@comcast.net

Willene Langley Hendon 
lives in Colorado, where she 
works as a Web developer for 
a CSU and NPS partnership. 
She has two grown children.

Bob West retired last year 
after 37 years as an attorney 
for the U.S. Treasury Dept. 
in Birmingham. “Brenda 
and I travel, most recently 
to China, Thailand and 
Laos, and enjoy our fi ve 
grandchildren. We are 
planning the building of a 
weekend house on Smith 
Lake in northern Alabama.”

1965
Reporter: Virginia Lowry 
Ives
virginiaives65@bellsouth.
net

Jim Collier says: “I retired 
Jan. 1, 2008, and we spent 
three winter months in 
Santa Fe enjoying the 
sunshine and wonderful 
cultural attractions of 
that area. In May, we 
accompanied friends on a 
cruise, bringing their yacht 
from Hilton Head to Lake 
Erie—coming up the east 
coast and then through the 
Erie Canal. What a great 
start on retirement! We were 
home in Ohio through the 
summer and visited our son 
in New England for the fall 
color season. This winter we 
will be in the New Orleans 
area working on Katrina 
recovery efforts through 
Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance. Retirement 
is working out great for 
us with many volunteer 
opportunities and the 

freedom to travel when we 
choose. We have hosted 
two international students 
from Myanmar (Burma) at 
the College of Wooster and 
someday hope to make a trip 
to that country to visit their 
families.”

Susan and David Feltus 
canceled their trip to 
Myanmar last year because 
of the troubles there, but 
hope to reschedule it next 
year. “We have been to 
Southeast Asia and Yunnan 
in China. We enjoyed Petra 
in Jordan and recommend 
taking hiking shoes so 
you can make it up to the 
‘Monastery’ and see the view 
back across the wadi. In the 
tourist/hotel area out by 
the Petra entrance, there is 
a good hamman doing the 
bath, etc. like they do in 
Morocco rather than Turkey. 
We also very much enjoyed 
Jerash, the Roman city 
outside of Amman. It is our 
favorite Roman city since it 
has been put back together 
physically more than any 
other place, which isn’t good 
archaeology but is sure good 
tourism. November plans 
included three weeks in 
northern India doing the 
standard tourist things and 
eating a lot.”

Carl Fisher writes: 
“Things are busy and 
changing. I am trying to 
retire but they keep fi nding 
reasons for me to keep 
working, just three days a 
week in the offi ce, but no 
surgery or deliveries. Lois 
and I recently went to 
China to explore that area 
of the world, returning to 
spend Thanksgiving with 
son Patrick and family in 
Memphis. They, along with 
other son, Carl Jr. and his 
family, shared Christmas 
with us in Charlotte, NC. 

We love the time we have 
to spend with our four 
granddaughters—two 
in Charlotte and two in 
Memphis. We had them 
all at our beach home in 
South Carolina for the July 
4 holiday. It takes all the 
energy we have to keep up 
with them!”

Teri Tidwell Hornberger 
is the newly elected 
president of the Kendrick/
Juliaetta Arts Council, an 
active group of artists with 
activities planned for each 
month of the year. She says, 

“Most of us paint together 
once a month, and there are 
community activities where 
we can display our art and 
hopefully, sell a piece or 
two. We recently had the 
Annual Craft Fair at the 
VFW lodge. Jim and our lab, 
Sadie, hunted in the fall. Jim 
is a member of a hunting 
preserve, where he can go to 
a beautiful place in the hills 
about 30 minutes away, and 
they release as many birds as 
he wants to shoot. It is still 
a challenge, even though it 
sounds easy. Thanksgiving 
and Christmas were spent 
with family in Seattle, which 
is why we moved this far 
West in the fi rst place. Gotta 
see those grandchildren 
grow up!”

1967
Reporter: Jeanne Hope 
Jacobs Buckner
Box 345
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
jhbuckner@aol.com

As I prepare these notes to 
send off to Martha Shepard 
the wind is howling outside 
and the ocean is kicking up 
whitecaps. I guess this marks 
the end to an absolutely 
gorgeous fall in Maine 
where the trees dressed 

themselves in nothing less 
than remarkable colors. It 
also means that, like the 
hummingbirds that came to 
my feeders all summer, it’s 
time for me to start to head 
south to Austin and warmer 
winter weather. The gardens 
have been put to bed under 
blankets of seaweed which 
I gathered from the beach 
and I’ve been sitting by the 
fi re nights awaiting the birth 
of my second grandchild. 
I had two great visits this 
summer. The fi rst from 
roomie K.E. Field Boyd and 
the second from Bruce ’68 
and Claudia Cooper Cook 
’69. The Cooks stopped 
fi rst in Kennebunkport 
hoping to view the Winslow 
Homer home where he did 
many of his paintings of 
the Maine coast. As luck 
would have it, the Rev. Cook 
charmed his way into a 
cocktail party hosted by the 
Portland Museum of Art, 
which included a tour of 
the Homer home. Claudia 
was ecstatic. Following that 
they made their way to us 
in Winter Harbor where 
we treated them to tours of 
this magnifi cent coast and 
a lobster dinner. By the way, 
as of this writing the boat 
price for lobster is $2.25 a 
pound. With the cost of 
diesel the lobstermen say 
it’s hardly worth taking the 
boat out of the harbor. The 
lobsters are very happy.

Bob and Mimi Anderson 
Mehrle and Clarkson and 
Mary Ann Rambo McDow 
celebrated their 40th 
anniversaries this year by 
going to Seattle, the San 
Juan Islands and Victoria, 
BC. How fun was that?! 
Mimi says, “We still treasure 
our friendships from our 
Southwestern days. They are 
the best!”
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In October, our dear 

Knox Phillips was given 
the University of Memphis’ 
2008 Distinguished 
Achievement Award in the 
Creative and Performing 
Arts. The Commercial 
Appeal wrote: “The award, 
presented by the College of 
Communication and Fine 
Arts, recognized Phillips 
who has been an important 
presence behind the scenes 
in Memphis as an engineer,  
producer, studio owner 
and unwavering supporter 
of local music. The award 
was established in 1979 in 
memory of Elvis Presley. 
The inaugural recipient 
was Sam Phillips. Other 
honorees have included Jerry 
Lee Lewis, B.B. King, Al 
Green and the late Isaac 
Hayes. Famed TV and fi lm 
theme composer Mike Post 
(‘The Rockford Files,’ ‘Hill 
Street Blues’) fl ew in from 
Los Angeles to introduce 
Phillips, his close friend, 
saying that the theme of 
the day was, ‘Everybody 
loves Knox.’ Knox said his 
lifelong quest was to ‘prize 
differentness’ in the arts, as 
he received the award from 
Shirley Raines, university 
president, and Richard 
Ranta, Communication and 
Fine Arts College dean.” A 
year ago, Knox received a 
Special Legacy Presentation 
at the Recording Academy 
Honors.

Mike Whitaker has 
semiretired from the 
practice of law to serve as a 
judge. “After nearly 40 years 
in court, I can handle the 
adult stuff with my left hand. 
However, I also have juvenile 
court, which absorbs 90 
percent of my mental energy 
trying to fi gure out what the 
hell is going on in the minds 
of 14- and 15- year-olds, not 

to mention the wave of true 
mental illness we’re seeing in 
young people.”

Connie Schorr Finch 
checked in to say, “I don’t 
have any news but enjoy 
reading Rhodes magazine 
and keeping up with things.” 
Her son, Wilson, is working 
in DC and daughter Jessica 
works for Doc-U-Pak in 
Birmingham.

Bill Buchanan sent a 
message via Blackberry from 
the Rhodes campus during 
wife Noni Harvin’s ’68 40th 
reunion in October: “The 
great thing about Noni’s 
reunion is that it’s our older 
son’s also—class of 1993. 
We’re having a great time 
but are thinking we’ll drop 
to attending the next at the 
50th!” 50 years? Freak us all 
out, Bill!

Jim Durham has been 
“assigned by the secretary of 
defense to lead a major study 
to determine the path for 
future development of all 
rotary wing aircraft—sort 
of a big deal if you’re a helo 
pilot.”

As the reigning father of 
teenagers among us, Willie 
Edington writes: “I have 
nothing to report, as all I am 
doing is trying to get college 
applications done. What a 
grueling process for an old 
man. Trust all is well with 
you.”

Billy Heiter has been on 
the road again. “Before I 
knew the stock market was 
going to collapse, I agreed to 
take Judy to see the whales 
in Alaska (back in August). 
We’d never been before 
so we rented a car and did 
B&Bs. It was outstanding. 
We got lucky (that’s different 
at our age): saw belugas, 
Denali, the whole shooting 
match—but that’s a crazy 
place—the damned bears 

were literally everywhere!”
Beth Pevsner Polanka is 

in her “still-working-but-
not-waiting-to-live years. To 
that end I had a great trip to 
Provence, Paris and London 
in June and am planning 
another walking trip this 
June to Tuscany with a pre-
trip to Cinque Terre. Are 
you interested? Anyone who 
is, have them e-mail me 
and I can provide more info. 
This trip is for the still-in-
pretty-good-shape-but-not-
really-athletic types among 
us.”

I have old e-mail addresses 
and no e-mail addresses for 
too many of you. If you 
wouldn’t mind having me 
contact you for news, please 
send your e-mail address 
along to me. Those whose 
addresses are outdated 
are: Anna McLean, Jim 
Bowen, Wayne Shelton, 
Olivia Baker, Lynn Smith, 
Bo Scarborough, Charlie 
Murphy, Lisa Meredith, Joe 
Alford, Ellen Woodruff, Gay 
Clark and John White.

1968
Reporters: Bob Morris
bmorris68@comcast.net
Drue Thom White
drueboo@aol.com

Audrey Kennedy Brown 
writes that she was not 
quite up to attending the 
reunion this year as she is 
still recovering from the 
loss of her beloved husband, 
Tom, who died unexpectedly 
Nov. 12, 2007. She says she 
feels very lucky to have had 
him as her husband for 25 
years. Audrey still works 
part time as a CPA for Kraft 
CPAs, where she has worked 
for 25 years. Also, during 
tax season she works part 
time for a smaller local 
Brentwood, TN, CPA fi rm. 

She says, “It’s a bit unusual 
to work for two fi rms at the 
same time, but both have 
great people.” Her son, Ken 
Phelps III ’95, lives about 
10 minutes away from her. 
Ken, who has his master’s 
degree in chemistry, works 
in environmental testing for 
a Nashville company.

Suzanne Troth Donaldson 
writes, “I had a blast at the 
reunion! First I went to 
the bookstore and bought 
a Southwestern T-shirt to 
wear the rest of the day, 
and helped the Rhodes 
economy by spending way 
too much on stuff I just 
had to have. Then I went 
to the convocation and was 
pleasantly surprised that 
I enjoyed it, and was very 
impressed with the student 
body president who was 
also named Ms. Rhodes 
at the game. At lunch 
on Saturday, I looked for 
people who looked as old as 
I do, and the fi rst people I 
approached were members 
of the class of 1968. I called 
my sister, Mary Frances 
Bowlin ’58, while I was 
walking under the Rollow 
Oaks, and reconnected 
her with some of her old 
friends. After briefl y visiting 
the Kappa Delta house, I 
went to the game, and the 
fi ghting Lynxcats dominated 
the Washington University 
Bears, 28-10. I love Rhodes 
football, forget about UT! 
The party Saturday night 
was a time to see more of 
my old sorority friends and 
classmates, including Sid 
Strickland. I can’t wait to 
come back for the 45th and 
especially the 50th reunion 
in 10 years.

Steve Cole says: “I am 
retired from teaching 
mathematics after 30 years 
but occasionally tutor 
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high school and college 
students in math. Since 
our retirement, Beverly and 
I have frequently enjoyed 
traveling throughout the 
country and the world. We 
enjoyed a Baltic Sea cruise 
a few years back but agree 
that we’ll never spend 
another 17 days on a cruise 
ship. In Atlanta, Beverly 
will occasionally drag me 
to some outstanding as well 
as some really bad theater 
performances, and I will 
frequently drag Beverly 
to some enjoyable but 
sometimes not so enjoyable 
Atlanta Symphony concerts. 
For the past several years, 
I have been involved in 
singing with several vocal 
groups in Atlanta including 
the Atlanta Symphony, the 
Atlanta Singers, St. Philip’s 
Episcopal Church and 
the Peachtree Jazz Edition 
Orchestra. Our lives are 
now fairly calm, but we’re 
always looking for places 
to go or for events to 
enjoy. We recently returned 
from celebrating our 40th 
wedding anniversary in 
Santa Fe, NM, where 
we took in a stunning 
production of Mozart’s The 
Marriage of Figaro at the 
beautiful Santa Fe Opera 
House. I would move our 
retirement home to Santa 
Fe if Beverly were not so 
used to the shopping scene, 
the theater and restaurants 
around the Atlanta area. 
Jim Stewart and wife, Bill 
Hubbard and wife, David 
Lehmann and partner and 
Beverly and I try to get 
together every year for a 
mini-reunion in different 
cities. This next year, we 
plan to visit with Betha 
Hubbard Gill ’71 in Memphis 
and tour many of the sites 
we remember from our 

college days in the ’60s—if 
those sites still exist. We are 
thankful for good health 
and for good friends from 
our years at Southwestern. 
I would gladly welcome 
anyone to visit us in Atlanta.”

In September 2008, Bruce 
Cook retired from the United 
Methodist ministry after 
more than 25 years.

Priscilla Hinkle Ennis 
recently went on a Viking 
River Cruise up the Rhine 
from Amsterdam to Basel, 
Switzerland. “The other big 
news is Hurricane Ike,” she 
says. “We didn’t have as 
much damage as many, but 
my offi ce had some water 
from roof and window 
damage and doors blowing 
open. I still have no fl oors 
other than concrete. Also 
one of my rental houses 
has roof, fence, gutter and 
Sheetrock to be repaired. I 
seem to have a lot of issues 
with closings and listings 
because of the hurricane! It 
could have been much worse 
if it had been a category four 
or fi ve.”

Judi Adams Larson is 
working as a librarian at 
Natchez High School and 
her husband, John, is the 
minister at First Presbyterian 
Church (PCUSA).

David Lehmann is working 
as volunteer and program 
manager for the Starlight 
Children’s Foundation. The 
organization puts smiles 
on the faces of seriously ill 
children each day through 

“Hospital Happenings” 
programs which include 
holiday parties, musicians, 
clowns and playrooms. The 
foundation also organizes 
programs when patients get 
out of the hospital, offering 

“Great Escapes” for the 
children and their families 
to movies, plays, theme 

parks, sporting events 
and parties. “It’s an honor 
to work for such a great 
organization. Take a look at 
starlight-newyork.org to see 
more about what we do.”

Dana Adams Powell writes, 
“It was great seeing everyone 
at the reunion. I have now 
retired from being a special 
education teacher for the last 
27 years. My husband, Davis, 
is still in sales in the oil 
patch. We have two children: 
a daughter, Robin (30), an 
occupational therapist in 
Okinawa, Japan, and a son, 
H.D. (34), a golf course 
manager in Fort Worth, 
TX. We have also adopted a 
shelter dog, Stella.”

Susie Thornton is working 
as a clinical pastoral 
education supervisor as well 
as acting chief of chaplain 
service at the VA medical 
center in Bloomington, a 
suburb of Minneapolis. She 
has been happily partnered 
to Paula Childers since 1996, 
and they have a fi ve-year-old 
granddaughter. Currently 
in the United Church of 
Christ, Susie has been a 
minister since 1973 and has 
served as chaplain, educator, 
church minister and 
pastoral counselor. “Life is 
good,” she writes. “We have 
an old German shepherd, 
Sara, and an African gray 
parrot, Einstein, who repeats 
everything he hears more 
than twice. I grow more 
thankful than ever for each 
day of life, and for my health. 
I am happy to say, I have 
become less judgmental and 
more humble over the years 
(as is natural if one grows, I 
think), and working with 
people in the midst of a 
health crisis continues to be 
a privilege, as well as exciting 
and stretching.”

1969
40th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 23-24

Beth Shipp Nott is now 
a grant writer for Brenau 
University, almost full time, 
though she still teaches 
one course in French each 
semester. “My 90-year-old 
dad married last September 
after six years as a widower, 
and my son married in 
November. I still love to read, 
attend plays and concerts 
and travel.”

John Hille is executive vice 
president of Juniata College, 
president of the Huntingdon 
County Chamber of 
Commerce and teaches 
adult Sunday school at Stone 
Church of the Brethren 
where he occasionally 
preaches. “I recently served 
as president of the boards of 
BB/BS and Habitat.”

1970
Reporter: Hud Andrews
andrewsh@rhodes.edu

Carolyn Wagner Neiman 
wrote, “After reading the 
Class Notes in the latest 
Rhodes magazine, (yes—I 
noticed that the class of 
1970 was not represented), I 
realize that time is catching 
up with us. Everyone 
is retired, having joint 
replacements and babysitting 
their grandchildren. What is 
wrong with this picture?”

A few classmates talked 
about their big 60th 
birthday celebrations.

Anne Hord Calhoun writes, 
“My husband threw a terrifi c 
party for my birthday, but 
I was most surprised to 
receive a special gift from 
my former roommate, Beth 
Marr Lee. Beth donated a 
bench in my honor in front 
of Clough Hall. So, I guess 
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if this economy doesn’t turn 
around, I’ll always have a 
place to sleep!”

Ron Eades weighed in, 
“Actually my wife, Lillian 
Aivazian Eades ’71, and 
I planned a Caribbean 
cruise to celebrate my 60th 
birthday. My birthday is in 
September, hurricane season, 
so we scheduled the cruise 
for December.”

Deborah Sale says, “For 
the signifi cant birthday 
Ted and I spent a week in 
Paris. A friend offered us 
her apartments in the 6th 
arrondissement just below 
the Luxembourg Gardens, 
so we jumped at the chance. 
The chestnuts were in bloom 
all over the city. Everywhere 
we turned, Parisians 
were asking us about the 
elections. A little old lady 
(aged 93) practically tripped 
us with her cane as she 
asked, ‘Are you Americans?’ 
She then announced she 
voted in America. Seems 
her second husband was 
an American soldier who 
gave her American voting 
rights. Her fi rst husband 
and father had died in the 
Resistance. She had many 
opinions about our political 
leaders which she shared 
with us as we walked to the 
Marché Biologique—the 
Sunday green market where 
we also ran into American 
friends who are in Paris 
for Newsweek with their 
one-year-old. All cities turn 
out to be small towns. We 
watched the election returns 
with the Bill Michaelcheck 
’69 family and other friends. 
I had lunch with Margaret 
Cogswell ’69. I ran into her 
at the Whitney Biennial. Of 
course!”

I wrote Wally Mayton that 
we had celebrated Cajunfest 
’08 in the fall with jambalaya 

and grilled shrimp. He was 
justifi ably envious. When 
I asked about classmates 
and their 60th birthday 
celebrations, he wrote, “OK, 
you can be smug for the 
remaining days. My offi ce 
was decorated again this year 
by secret birthday elves. My 
one benefi t so far is that I 
qualifi ed to vote absentee in 
Michigan, because I was 60 
on election day. No lines for 
me! Just think of me as the 
eternal spook, a treat rather 
than the trick (Halloween 
birthdays have to offer some 
justifi cation for one’s life). 
Now, you are steaming! I 
miss such food. I really miss 
the eating. Carry on! You 
really make a difference.”

Bill Maguire writes, “My 
daughter graduated magna 
cum laude with a major in 
music from the University of 
Alabama in Huntsville last 
May. She is now teaching 
music in Huntsville. My 
wife and daughter are both 
wonderful musicians. I 
am a radiological physicist, 
certifi ed by the American 
Board of Radiology, and am 
currently the radiation safety 
offi cer for the Methodist 
Le Bonheur Healthcare 
system. My wife, Brenda, is 
a senior systems analyst for 
a software company. We live 
in Midtown Memphis, and 
our home includes one yard 
wolf (golden retriever) and 
two porch tigers. For fun 
we both play Celtic harp 
and are in a demonstration 
team that performs Scottish 
Country Dance.”

Janet Wilson Markland 
noted, “I am thoroughly 
enjoying my fi rst grandchild, 
a 10-month-old boy named 
Max. My employer is being 
purchased by another bank 
(PNC), so we’re all waiting 
for “the other shoe to 

drop. The future is rather 
uncertain—nothing unique 
there, I suppose.”

Anne Kristofferson 
Purdy wrote, “My husband, 
Rob, and I live in an old 
farmhouse in the southeast 
corner of Williamson 
County, and our sons and 
their families are both in the 
Franklin/Nashville area with 
our four grandchildren. I’m 
still elementary principal 
of Christ Presbyterian 
Academy where both our 
sons graduated and our 
oldest granddaughter is 
now a fi rst-grader. Besides 
school, my days are spent 
helping my 85-year-old 
‘semi-independent’ mom and 
gardening.”

Ann Barber Snyder says 
that last July, husband Ray 
retired as housing manager 
for Knoxville’s Community 
Development Dept. 
Attending his retirement 
celebration were Bill Lyons 
’70 and David Massey (who 
was a freshman at Rhodes 
before transferring to 
Emory). “I continue to 
teach music to my inner-city 
elementary cherubs.”

Hud Andrews says, “My 
daughter, Amy Murphy, 
graduated in May from 
the Canadian College of 
Naturopathic Medicine and 
recently passed her board 
exams. She plans to practice 
in Toronto; thankfully, she 
also practices on me. My 
wife, Angela Goza, has 
become a blogger, turning 
our pet-centric household 
into daily fodder for her 
whimsical musings, and 
making our four dogs and a 
cat veritable legends in their 
own time.”

1973
Reporter: Margaret 

Lawson Headrick
margaretheadrick@
comcast.net

Mimi Atkinson recently 
accepted a position as 
museum store manager 
at the Memphis Brooks 
Museum of Art.

David Troy Francis is 
establishing the Marguerite 
Francis Music at Noon 
concert series at Bartlett 
United Methodist Church 
in Bartlett, TN. The series 
will feature performing 
artists from a variety of ages 
and genres and will run 
September to May each year 
beginning in 2009.

Charlaine Harris Schulz, 
author of the best-selling 
Southern Vampire series on 
which HBO’s “True Blood” 
is based, was featured 
on NPR’s “All Things 
Considered” on Halloween.

1974
35th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 23-24

Wilda Henderson Dodson 
says, “I’ve been a fi nancial 
adviser for 25 years with 
Edward Jones investments. 
I’ve been married to 
the same great guy, Bill 
Hudgins, for 29 years and 
was introduced to him 
by fellow alum, Elizabeth 
Crady. I guess he is my best 
blessing from attending 
Southwestern.”

In November 2007, 
Monica Denham retired from 
her legal career after two 
years as a law clerk with the 
Arkansas Supreme Court 
and then 28 years as a law 
clerk with the U.S. District 
Court, Eastern District of 
Arkansas. “I treasure my 
time at home being a kitty 
mom as well as enjoying 
activities involving my 
nine-year-old goddaughter, 
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my friends and family, 
the restored Over-the-
Jumps Carousel, Civitan 
International, ballroom 
dancing, travel, the Rollin’ 
Razorbacks wheelchair 
basketball team, University 
of Arkansas football, UALR 
basketball and being Queen 
Mother of the “Fabulously 
Attractive Dancing Sirens” 
Red Hat Society chapter. 
My husband of 33 years, 
Glenn Beasley, retired as 
an operations supervisor in 
March 2007 after 31 years 
with the Social Security 
Administration. He is now a 
part-time certifi ed instructor 
with the North Little Rock 
Fred Astaire Dance Studio.

Gennie and Rick Bostock 
have lived in Davis, CA, 
since 1981. “We recently 
celebrated our 34th 
wedding anniversary. Our 
son, Greg, is in college in 
California. I am a professor 
in the Department of Plant 
Pathology at UC Davis, 
where I have an active 
research, teaching and 
outreach program concerned 
with crop diseases and 
broader issues related to 
crop biosecurity and food 
production in the future. 
And I still play jazz guitar, 
currently with a big band in 
Sacramento and occasionally 
with other groups.”

Les Jaco is board president 
of Aspell Recovery Center, 
a residential alcohol and 
drug treatment facility for 
people unable to pay for 
services. “We have doubled 
our budget and number of 
beds in the last four years 
and have sobriety outcomes 
signifi cantly above the state 
average.”

Ed Uthman has scanned 
all his old photographic 
negatives from college days 
and has posted the images 

to Flickr (fl ickr.com/photos/
euthman).

1979
30th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 23-24

Myron Cash says he is 
“still an industry chemist 
at Buckman Laboratories 
and an oboist in his church 
orchestra and am now 
managing my mother’s 
business.”

Earle Harding has spent 
24 years in banking with 
same company. He has three 
children in college (two 
undergrad and one in law 
school).  “I serve as chair 
of the Salvation Army that 
will build a $30 million 
Kroc facility (fi rst in the 
Southeast) in Greenville, 
SC.”

Gary Minor and Susan 
Wallis, who married  in 
1993, have one son, Matthew 
(11). They live in Franklin, 
TN, where he runs his own 
company as a leadership 
development workshop 
leader and executive coach.

Gwen Jones Parrish Owen 
works part time at Rhodes 
in Admissions, interviewing 
prospective students. “I 
happily married Penn Owen 
two years ago and am busy 
as a mom of a 17-year-old 
and a volunteer.”

Anne Douglas McKee 
serves as campus minister 
at Maryville College, where 
she also directs the Bonner 
Scholars program. “I have 
one daughter in college at 
Agnes Scott and two sons in 
high school, one of whom 
graduates this spring. My 
husband, Mark Hulsether, 
teaches at UT Knoxville.”

One of Sarah Wharton 
Woods’ three daughters, 
Allison, is a sophomore at 
Rhodes

Mary Palmer Campbell 
writes: “I am recently 
divorced and still living 
in the house my parents 
built in the middle of Oak 
Ridge, TN. I have worked 
at East Tennessee Children’s 
Hospital for 18 years in ER, 
inpatient and child abuse. 
I’m blessed with a great 
family, church and friends. 
My three sons are interesting, 
involved and generous.”

Andy Falls earned U.S. 
Coast Guard charter captain 
license and started Castaway 
Sailing LLC.

1981
Gordon Gilbreath and 

his company, Dovetail 
LLC, recently completed an 
extensive renovation of the 
Ambrose house, a historic 
Victorian home in East 
Nashville, which had been 
neglected for several decades. 
The renovation was featured 
in the September 2008 
issue of At Home Tennessee 
magazine. Gilbreath is 
seeking neighborhood 
landmark designation for 
the home, so it can be used 
for weddings, receptions and 
conferences.

1984
25th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 23-24
Reporter: Tracy Vezina 
Patterson
2680 McVay Rd.
Memphis, TN 38119
901-624-6681
tvpatterson@bellsouth.net

Here’s all the news that’s 
fi t to print:

Sports fans Tommy and 
Elizabeth Pritchartt Swinney 
enjoyed a Braves game in 
Atlanta in late September. 

“Anne O’Shields Alexander 
’83 met us for breakfast the 

next morning along with 
Julian, the younger of her 
two wonderful boys (teen 
girls all over Atlanta are 
swooning). We also made 
it to a Carolina Panthers 
game in October and 
cheered them on to crush 
the Saints (sorry, Debbie 
Sicard Templeton, but we 
loves our Panthers!) We 
have moved to Greensboro, 
NC, (shout out to Brad 
Howard ’86—call us when 
you come home), where I 
have a great new job with 
Guilford County Schools 
Psychological Services Dept. 
and Tommy continues his 
job as a social worker in 
an adjacent county. We 
celebrated our fi rst wedding 
anniversary Oct. 6, which 
was also moving day. Ah, 
wedded bliss.”

Laura Hollandsworth 
Jernigan is in her fourth 
year as chaplain and 
religion teacher the at The 
Lovett lower school. John 
’82 continues research at 
the Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta, helping 
fi nd ways to reduce MRSA 
infections. According to 
Laura, “Our three sons, Ben 
(16), Jefferey (13) and Will 
(9), are involved in many 
activities that keep both of 
us on the run. We have just 
entered into the parents-of-a-
teenage-permit-driver stage. 
I am thinking the toddlers-
in-the-carseat-stage was a 
whole lot easier!” (Amen to 
that, sister!)

Still able to enjoy the 
“kids in carseats” phase, 
Bill Townsend announced 
that he and partner David 
Spector have “tied the 
knot.” They married June 17, 
2008, in West Hollywood, 
CA. In attendance were 
the grooms’ children 
Ashley Elizabeth, Jennifer 
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Paige, Brandon Dane and 
Caroline Shelby. Bill and 
his family moved back to 
the L.A. area from London 
last March. Bill is currently 
running sales and marketing 
for an Internet startup, 
delphivim.com, which sells 
online organizational tools 
designed to help families get 
organized. (Where do I sign 
up?)

The ever-vigilant Linda 
Odom was very busy during 
the presidential election 
season. She was in charge 
of the Election Protection 
Coalition’s efforts for 
Western Virginia and helped 
the Memphis Election 
Protection Command Center 
get established as well. 
The Election Protection 
Coalition is a nonpartisan 
project of the Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law and its coalition 
partners. The coalition’s 
goal is to make sure every 
eligible voter gets to vote and 
every vote gets counted. “If 
you are reading this and you 
don’t know which candidate 
won Virginia, please send 
coffee!”

Aldervan Daly sends this 
update from the Big Apple: 

“My partner, Seamus, and 
I did a lot of traveling this 
summer including a trip 
to London. I have been 
very busy with my work 
as the associate director of 
development for The New 
York Foundling. This year, I 
also joined the Professional 
Development Committee of 
the New York Chapter of the 
Association for Fundraising 
Professionals. So far, I 
have taught a workshop on 
annual appeals, put together 
and moderated one on young 
philanthropists, and another 
dealing with online giving. 
It’s a lot of work but I am 

enjoying it. I am continuing 
my cabaret work and am 
working on a new show that 
will be in February at Don’t 
Tell Mama in the theater 
district. The show is an 
homage to Nancy Wilson’s 
1964 album ‘How Glad I 
Am.’ Also I rebuilt my Web 
site—aldervan.com, which 
has clips from the previous 
shows and a bunch of self-
aggrandizing stuff. That’s 
about it. Life is good. I hope 
it is for everyone else, too.”

Mike Nance succumbed 
to my threats and sent in 
this report: “Okay, I give ... 
here is an update. I moved 
to Philadelphia in 1988 to 
pursue my surgical training 
after having gone home to 
New Orleans for medical 
school. Now, one wife, two 
kids and 20 years later, I still 
fi nd myself in Philadelphia. 
The boys are 8 (Grady) and 
10 (Ryder) and on some days, 
make me old; the other days, 
they keep me young, but on 
all days, they make me laugh. 
I am fi rmly entrenched at 
The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia where I am a 
pediatric surgeon and run 
the trauma program. I refl ect 
fondly on my days at Rhodes 
(at least the ones that I 
remember anyway)! On 
occasion, I stumble across 
someone who has actually 
heard of Rhodes.”

Rodney Hudgen left 
Philadelphia and has moved 
to Boston to join the staff 
of Trinity Church in Copley 
Square. “I’m the associate 
rector for worship. My 
partner and I celebrated our 
21st anniversary this fall.”

Linda Parrot Coleman 
shared this bit of news: 

“There are two new members 
of Le Bonheur Club whom I 
knew from Rhodes, Andrea 
Gilliom Anderson ’82 and 

Becky Mosby Halvorson 
’85. It has been great 
getting to know them 
again. I have been serving 
on LeBonheur Club’s 
fundraising committee for 
several years. It is a ‘desk 
job’ and fi ts very well in my 
life. I have enjoyed the club 
tremendously.”

Things are going well for 
Chris Kirby. “Life for me 
and my family is fantastic 
these days. My wife of 12+ 
years, Dawn, and I live with 
our two young children, 
Christopher (5) and Bridger 
(3), on 10 acres in the 
middle of nowhere outside 
Austin, TX. The majority 
of any given week I’m home 
‘doing life’ with my family 
and enjoying the incredible 
blessings of fatherhood. 
Though I’ve been licensed 
to practice law for the last 
18 years, for more than 
a decade now I’ve made 
my living as a professional 
speaker and coach. Under 
the auspices of my own 
company and a couple of 
contract arrangements I 
have with others, I travel 
throughout the country 
training and consulting 
with corporations and law 
fi rms (an odd mix I realize) 
on everything relating 
to business development. 
When I’m not doing that I 
commute 30 feet across the 
yard to my offi ce where I 
carry on a vibrant business/
life coaching practice. Life 
is rich!”

And fi nally, I have 
some news of my own to 
report. In October, I left 
the Development Offi ce at 
Rhodes and am now serving 
as the associate director 
of Alumni Relations. No 
more avoiding my phone 
calls! Also, I have started a 
Facebook group, “Rhodes 

College Class of 1984,” to 
keep us all connected and to 
promote our upcoming 25th 
reunion. Yes—our 25th! 
Make plans now to join your 
friends and classmates on 
Oct. 23 and 24. Now is the 
perfect time to begin your 
diet and exercise plan!

1985
Reporter: Jim Golden
jimatphi@hotmail.com

Greetings. In the fall, 
I attended the ’88 class 
reunion. I caught up with 
several folks from that class 
including Tammy Golden 
Schmidt, Desiree Earl 
Soteres and Sarah Jones 
Wikle. Other folks from our 
class who attended were Livy 
Brien and Charles Mosby.

From Christy Weir, who, 
I’m sure, speaks for all of us:

“Last year was a very 
unusual one for our class. 
We lost two classmates who 
I am sure made as as big an 
impression on you as they 
did on me. As Jeff Phillips 
’84 and I walked into the 
church to celebrate the life 
of Scott Patterson and say 
goodbye, I was touched by 
the number of people from 
Rhodes who attended—not 
just former students, but 
coaches, parents and 
professors. Everyone came 
together to remember 
Scott—as he was during our 
college days and what he had 
accomplished and become 
afterward. Following the 
service Tracy Patterson ’84 
said to me, ‘This is surreal. 
Having all parts of Scott’s 
life together under one roof.’

“Nov. 12 was another 
surreal event for me—the 
celebration of the life of 
Virgil Starks. As Lesley 
McPherson ’86, Kellie 
Ogden ’87 and I walked 
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around the corner toward 
the church where we would 
say goodbye to Virgil, a 
sense of comfort came over 
me. We immediately were 
greeted by former classmates 
and a coach—Billy Ryan, 
Rozelle Henderson, Donald 
Duggan and Coach Mike 
Clary ’77. Hugs and tears 
were shared and then it was 
time to face the fact that our 
friend was gone. Like Scott’s 
service, all seats were taken 
and the stories and prayers 
were full of fun, laughter 
and compassion. Following 
the service the three of us 
turned a corner and ran into 
the Rhodes family. More 
than 20 people had made a 
drive or taken a plane to say 
goodbye to our friend. There 
were faces that had not been 
seen since before and after 
our graduation. More hugs 
and stories were shared. 
While it was diffi cult to 
smile at times, the laughter 
did come because we all 
know how much Virgil 
enjoyed laughter.

“I hate that we lost two 
wonderful people last year. 
I hate that their families 
have suffered this loss as 
well. However, I feel blessed 
to have had both of these 
men in my life and was 
honored to have participated 
in the celebration of their 
lives. They will be greatly 
missed. As our 25th reunion 
approaches, I know that 
during the festivities I will 
look around for both Scott 
and Virgil and will know 
that they will be joining us 
in spirit.”

Christy also sent this 
update: “My oldest son is 
a sophomore at Ole Miss 
and a proud member of 
the Mississippi National 
Guard. My youngest son is 
at Memphis this year. Since 

my nest is empty, I have 
re-entered the workforce 
as the accounting manager 
with the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of the Mid-
South.”

Tommy Ratliff reports: 
“Things are going pretty well 
for us. Janice and I are still 
teaching math at Wheaton. 
I guess the big professional 
news is that I was promoted 
to full professor last year. 
I’m also the main faculty 
liaison for our new science 
center project. This is the 
largest capital project that 
the college has ever done, so 
that’s kinda cool, but it’s also 
a bit stress-inducing at times. 
Our daughter, Sara, just 
started middle school and 
is very big into her dancing 
and karate. And, she’s got 
this New England accent 
that I can’t hope to copy. 
From the “it’s a small world” 
department, our son, Kenny, 
who just started high school, 
is taking guitar lessons from 
a guy from Nashville who 
used to play with Kevin 
Gray of the White Animals. 
On the Rhodes front, I’ve 
talked with Julia Weaver 
a couple of times during 
the fall. I’m teaching a 
fi rst-year seminar on the 
connections between the 
1927 fl ood of the Mississippi 
and Hurricane Katrina, and 
Julia has had some great 
insights into the Mississippi 
coast. I’ve also been in touch 
with Jim Rutledge, who was 
recently living in England 
with his wife, Karen, and 
daughter, Anna. They were 
planning to move back 
to Washington state in 
December. We’re trying to 
work out a rendezvous next 
summer when we’re out 
in Oregon visiting Janice’s 
folks.”

Last but not least, I 

got an update from Peter 
Baumgarten who wanted 
to utilize his liberal arts 
education by putting his 
latest news into poetry. He 
writes:

At our twentieth reunion 
some heard me relate

About a new interest I’d 
started to date.

Introduced to me then by 
Bryant and Claire Haynes

Was a wonderful lady; 
Nancy Moore is her name.

From distant locations we 
called from afar,

But eventually she loaded 
her car

And moved to Atlanta to 
see how we are

Within the same city; she 
gave it a year.

But Georgia, said she, was 
just not her speed,

For a new life together, a 
new home she’d need

To Asheville we’d move, 
we fi nally agreed.

And one year ago, that’s 
just what we did.

Then back in the spring, 
while waiting to dine

I pulled out a ring nicely 
polished to shine

Now, as of this November 
Twenty-Nine

I’m legally hers and she’s 
legally mine.

So starts our new chapter; 
the place we now stand

Is a cute little house on a 
nice piece of land

Within the Blue Ridge— 
the mountains are grand.

As more news develops, 
we’ll write you again!

Hard to top that! I hope 
you all had wonderful and 
peaceful holidays!

1986
Reporter: Colleen Grady
gradyc@lls.org

My favorite part of Rhodes 
magazine is the Class Notes 
section. We are a diverse 
and talented group of alums 
and I truly enjoy keeping up 
with everyone! So, if you are 
not receiving e-mails from 
me it means I don’t have 
your address. Please take a 
moment to send me your 
contact information and 
your latest news!

U.B. Morgan and his 
partner, Will Shank, 
married in a federally- and 
legally-recognized ceremony 
Oct. 11, 2008. Their 
daughter, Stassa (5), gave 
them away. The event was 
held at the Mies van der 
Rohe Pavilion in Barcelona, 
Spain. Friends—120 of 
them—traveled from all 
over the world to celebrate, 
including Preston Crowell 
’87. From Barcelona, the 
couple and 45 members of 
the wedding party continued 
celebrating on the Costa 
Brava.

Christie Bates McKaskle 
wrote in to share some big 
changes: “I became clinical 
coordinator of adolescent 
residential programs at 
Cumberland Heights; one 
daughter started college; the 
other started high school; 
I started grad school and 
became a great-aunt. Think 
I’ll go catch up on some 
sleep now!”

And fi nally, Amy Donaho 
Howell reports that life is 
good. Her kids are almost 
as tall as she is, her business 
continues to thrive, and she 
took a girls’ trip to Italy in 
November that included 
touring the Umbria region 
and taking cooking classes.
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1989
20th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 23-24

Jerome Franklin is 
branch manager of the A.G. 
Edwards (now Wachovia 
Securities) offi ce on White 
Station Road in Memphis.

Chad Schultz says, “I’m 
now living back in Nashville, 
TN. Last January, we sold 
our company to a tech 
startup out of the Silicon 
Valley so now I’m doing 
business development for 
them in the music industry. 
We essentially became its 
Nashville offi ce, so I moved 
up here from Austin.”

Karin Fielder Weaver 
writes: “I have a happy 
marriage, two kids and a 
job I love creating Bright 
Space children’s playrooms 
for homeless shelters around 
the country—I’m living the 
good life!”

Visit Charles Holt’s 
Web site for an updated 
copy of his bio: 
charlesholtproductions.com.

Liza Wade is area sales 
manager (DC/Baltimore) 
for La Prairie, a Swiss luxury 
skin care line carried at 
Neiman’s, Saks, Nordstrom 
and Bloomingdale’s. In 
addition, she is a cofounder 
of Y-Hope Foundation, a 
local nonprofi t specializing 
in spa therapy as a tool to 
uplift women challenged by 
illness or life circumstances. 

“We have served cancer 
patients, HIV positive 
women and women in 
halfway homes, among 
others.”

Jim Apple is working 
in investment banking 
at Morgan Keegan, and 

“working even harder to be 
a dad!”

Stephen and Kathleen 
Atkinson Manley have been 

married for 16 years. They 
have two sons, Nicholas (11) 
and Emerson ( 8).

John Sherrod is the “proud 
papa of a 14-month-old 
daughter named Molly. My 
wife, Amy, is a great treasure 
as well. I live in Atlanta 
and work as the director 
of search for a diverse IT 
company.”

1992
Buddy Cater writes, “In 

my spare time between 
running Hamilton Financial 
and chasing Anne (7) and 
Emily Grace (4), I accepted 
the position of director of 
lacrosse for IPC. We held 
our fi rst two summer camps 
in 2008 and had one more 
during the Christmas 
holidays. Our fi rst season 
will be spring 2009. We are 
planning an indoor version 
for younger children in fall 
2009. This is a great source 
of stress relief from the 
fi nancial markets.”

1993
Meghan and Troy Roddy 

welcomed their second 
child, Heldner Paul, July 26, 
2008. Heldner joins his big 
sister, Irene (3). After the 
birth of their son, the family 
relocated to Warrenton, VA, 
where Troy is the head of the 
middle school at Wakefi eld 
School. Meghan is staying 
at home and will resume 
practicing law after taking 
the Virginia bar exam.

1995
Reporter: Sarah Sears-
Egeli
703-971-9417
sarahsears@live.com 

Carl and Jennifer 

Eason Barnett’s daughter, 
Genavive Day, was born 
Nov. 14, 2007, in Laramie, 
WY. Her big brother Cullen 
loves her, and attempts to 
help all the time. Jennifer 
also recently accepted a 
position as a therapist at 
Lifelong AES in Denver. 

“My husband and I have 
been slowly making our 
way back to Colorado and 
after seven years we have 
returned. I have a fantastic 
job providing individual 
and family therapy as well 
as parenting skills in the 
Denver metro area.”

Kirk and Melissa Rundt 
Barrett welcomed baby 
Grace into the world July 
21, 2008. Betsy Beard, Joel 
McLure Godchaux and Mary 
Ellen Hamel celebrated 
Grace’s impending arrival 
at a baby shower at Julie 
Keltner Hughes’ home in 
Dallas a few weeks prior.

Matt and Katie Terrell 
Morrow are proud to 
announce the birth of 
a daughter, Charlotte 
Katherine, Aug. 8, 2008, in 
Birmingham, AL. Siblings 
Robert and Corinne 
joined the happy parents 
in welcoming their newest 
blessing.

1996
Reporter: Jennifer Larson
larsonj96@rhodes-alumni.
net

Stephen and Melody 
Barnett Deusner ’99 live 
in Washington, DC, where 
Stephen works as a freelance 
music critic. His work has 
appeared in Paste magazine, 
Pitchfork Media, the 
Washington Post Express and 
various other publications 
around the South. He also 
contributed to the book, The 
Pitchfork 500: Our Guide to 

the Greatest Songs from Punk 
to the Present, published 
Nov. 11 by Fireside Books, 
an imprint of Simon & 
Schuster.

1997
Jacob Crossley writes,

“I’m proud to announce 
that I just became CTO 
of my wife’s company, 
SpendYourHusbandsMoney.
com.”

David and Robin Hille 
Michaels welcomed son 
Theodore (Theo) Ellis Hille 
Sept. 23, 2008. The couple 
lives in Sewanee, TN, with 
their new son and daughter 
(and best big sister) Reese 
(3).

Tom and Nichole Williams 
Walker had a son, Elijah 
Christian, Sept. 5, 2008. 
Older siblings are Madison 
(10), Savannah (5) and Will 
(2). The family lives in 
Bartlett, TN.

John Weeden, the 
executive director of the 
Urban Art Commission 
in Memphis, was recently 
named one of Memphis 
Business Journal’s “Top 40 
under 40.”

1998
Reporter: Amanda Grebe 
Tamburrino
1805 Central Ave.
Memphis, TN 38104
901-278-1093
tamburrino@rhodes.edu

Zarina Mason and 
husband Mark Libke are 
happy to announce the birth 
of a son, Oliver Reeve, June 
24, 2008, in Chicago. The 
proud parents and their fi rst 
child, Isabella Josephine (2), 
welcomed Oliver almost four 
months early. He weighed 
less than two pounds at 
birth, and now is much 
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heavier.
Stephen and Allison 

Lasiter Hester are the proud 
parents of their fi rst child, 
a son, Thomas Alexander, 
born Dec. 2, 2008, in Little 
Rock, AR.

1999
10th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 23-24
Reporter: Leigh Powell
powla99@gmail.com

Kristen Boswell Amonette 
and her husband, Andrew, 
welcomed their second 
child, Aiden Alexander, July 
3, 2008. Aiden joins sister 
Isabella Grace (4). Kristen 
works as an attorney with 
Dodson Parker Behm & 
Capparella in Nashville, 
practicing family law, estate 
planning and probate and 
general civil litigation. 

Matt Beck recently 
accepted a position as 
account executive at Power 
Equipment Specialists in 
Denver.

Jaime Lancaster Brooks 
writes, “My husband, James, 
and I welcomed our second 
son, Jared Griffi n, Oct. 4, 
2008. Big brother Jack is a 
big helper with the baby. I 
am still a nurse at Baptist 
Collierville Hospital, but 
am taking time off to spend 
with the boys.”

Ginger Laney Clopper 
now works as director of 
methodology and training 
at Surgical Information 
Systems in Alpharetta, GA.

Julie Thomas Corcoran 
writes, “I am happy to report 
on the newest addition to 
our family, Sydney Ryan, 
Aug. 20, 2008. She joins 
big brother Jackson (5) and 
sister Katy (2) to round out 
the Corcoran clan!”

Jay ’00 and Morgan 
Bomar Eckles are happy to 

announce the birth of twins: 
a son, Abe, and a daughter, 
Abby Lu, Oct. 6, 2008, in 
Memphis. Both babies are 
thriving and have been 
lovingly welcomed home by 
their big brother, Army, and 
big sister, Aggie. It’s quite a 
full house now, but everyone 
is doing well.

Mason and Ellen Hoffman 
Grashot welcomed a 
daughter, Taylor Katherine, 
Oct. 23, 2008, in Little 
Rock, AR. Big brother 
Robert (2) loves his baby 
sister!

Scott and Amy Terry-
Kiester announce the birth 
of a son, Justin Steve, Sept. 
23, 2008, in Canton, OH. 
Big brother Zan loves 
the new baby and Amy is 
enjoying a year off from 
teaching to spend with her 
boys.

In May 2008, Allison 
Rantisi graduated with 
honors from the University 
of Arkansas-Little Rock 
William H. Bowen School 
of Law. She passed the bar 
exam in September and is 
now working at a law fi rm 
specializing in construction 
law and bankruptcy. On 
Oct. 4, 2008, Allison 
married Adam Gladden. 
Rhodes graduates in 
attendance included Leigh 
Powell and William and 
Julie Decker Hendrick. The 
Gladdens make their home 
in Little Rock.

Greg and Mary Reid Colter 
Tevis recently moved from 
Atlanta to Dallas. Mary Reid 
graduated from Georgia 
State University in May 
with a master of science in 
professional counseling. She 
currently works as assistant 
director in BBA Career 
Services at the Cox School 
of Business at Southern 
Methodist University. Mary 

Reid is enjoying her new role, 
as well as the opportunity 
to catch up with Rhodes 
alumni who live in the 
Dallas area!

2000
Lance and Sarah Butcher 

Bryan had a son, Jack 
Bradley, Sept. 10, 2008, in 
Tulsa, OK.

2001
Reporter: Elisabeth 
Meyers Yoder
elisabethyoder@gmail.
com 

Jennifer Argo has been 
living in Birmingham trying 
to start up a jewelry and 
design business, Haute-
Kitsch (haute-kitsch.com), 
and is currently working 
to get her master’s in 
art education from the 
University of Montevallo. 
Jennifer and Adam Steward 
Clay married Oct. 25, 2008, 
at the Sonnet House in 
Leeds, AL. Alumni included 
in the wedding party were: 
Josh Argo ’05, Heather Best 
Anderson, Pamela Casey ’03 
and Jessie Hunt Kremeier 
’03. Other Rhodents in 
attendance: William Henry, 
Mike Hoover ’02, Tyler 
Buckner ’00, Richard ’00 
and Sarah Donley Pillsbury 
’03 and Mike Kremeier 
’02. Jennifer and Adam 
honeymooned in St. Lucia.

With great joy and 
thanksgiving, Glynn and 
Raven Babcock Cooksey 
announce the birth of Audra 
Ruth, Oct. 4, 2008. Raven 
is currently in her third year 
of pediatric residency with 
the University of Oklahoma, 
Tulsa. Glynn is the minister 
of music at Will Rogers 
United Methodist Church.

Becky Harper Dickey and 

husband John welcomed a 
daughter, Olivia Grace, June 
5, 2008, in Phoenix, AZ.

Erin Massey Everitt 
recently accepted a position 
at Bass, Berry & Sims in 
Nashville as an associate 
with the fi rm’s corporate 
legislation group, focusing 
primarily on antitrust and 
securities litigation. Erin 
was previously employed 
at White & Case in 
Washington, DC.

Raleigh Finlayson teaches 
freshman English at Boston 
University and lives in 
Cambridge.

Amanda Flaim writes: “I 
was awarded a Fulbright-
Hays dissertation fellowship 
to do my doctoral research 
with UNESCO on the 
transformative role of 
schooling among stateless 
minority communities in 
Northern Thailand. In 
June, I had the opportunity 
to present my research at 
a press conference along 
with a Thai senator, human 
rights attorneys and a 
famous minority activist. 
The press conference 
convened to discuss my 
preliminary research on the 
extreme vulnerabilities and 
disadvantages experienced 
by highland minorities as a 
result of not having access 
to citizenship/legal status. 
The press conference and my 
research were highlighted 
in both English-language 
newspapers and Thai news 
channels. It was the scariest 
and coolest thing I’ve maybe 
ever done in my career. I left 
for the fi eld in December, 
and my partner, Daniel, will 
follow in May. We’ll take up 
camp in northern Thailand 
for one year and then move 
to Laos at the border of 
China (the former center of 
the opium trade) for another 



{ 52 }     W I N T E R  2 0 0 9  •  R H O D E S  r h o d e s . e d u

Class Notes
year. Come visit!”

Ric ’99 and Tracy Pearson 
Grenfell had a son, Charles 
Pearson, July 5, 2008, in 
New Orleans. On July 1, 
Ric started his fellowship in 
endocrinology at Ochsner 
Health System, after 
graduating from his internal 
medicine residency at the 
University of Virginia.

Andy and Monica Lewis 
Griffi n are thrilled to 
announce the arrival of their 
son, Elliott Lewis, Oct. 13, 
2008, in Memphis. Monica 
resumed work as a physician 
at the Baptist Minor 
Medical facilities in January.

Clifford and Erin Reynolds 
Hodson had a son, Jack 
Henry, July 28, 2008. Erin 
is a spinal cord injury nurse 
educator at the Shepherd 
Center in Atlanta.

Leslie Horne and Marc 
Tomasini married Oct. 4, 
2008, in Duluth, GA. In 
attendance were fellow 
Rhodes alumni Kristen 
Bradburn McCarter ’00, Amy 
Dundas Matheson, Wesley 
Moore Briscione, Cobbie 
and Charles Llewellyn ’99, 
Allison ’98 and Phil Bittel 
’98 and Shannon ’93 and 
Chris Kollme ’93. The couple 
honeymooned in Hawaii 
and reside in Atlanta.

Karen Kopitsky graduated 
from the University of Iowa 
College of Law and began 
working for Iowa Legal Aid 
in the fall.

Todd and Mary Arnold 
Kury united in holy 
matrimony June 24, 2006. 
On June 17, 2007, they 
welcomed their daughter, 
Virginia Rose, into the 
world. Mary resigned from 
her position as accountant 
at Wabtec Passenger Transit 
in order to become a stay-at-
home mom, and is currently 
teaching Sunday school 

and childbirth education 
classes, as well as counseling 
women experiencing crisis 
pregnancies.

Sarah Lanneau and Gene 
Garza had a son, Andrés 
Generoso Garza, March 31, 
2008, in Covington, LA. 
Sarah and Gene are fi nancial 
analysts for Chevron and 
Entergy, respectively. They 
planned to greet the new 
year with family in Mexico, 
the fi rst cross-border trip for 
Andrés.

Tim ’02 and Kate 
Archibald Stakem welcomed 
their second child, Thomas 
Gray, Aug. 21, 2008. He 
joins thrilled big sister 
Charlotte! Kate is still 
working at The Soulsville 
Charter School in Memphis 
and has begun work on 
her doctor of education in 
instruction and curriculum 
at the University of 
Memphis.

Scott and Shelley 
Stenshol Thompson and 
their daughter, Emma, have 
relocated to the Boston area, 
where Scott is now working 
for Draper Laboratory. They 
recently moved in to their 
new home in North Andover 
and look forward to making 
memories there for years to 
come.

Jenny Wiedower works to 
promote sustainable building 
practices as executive 
director of the South 
Carolina Chapter of the US 
Green Building Council. She 
lives in North Charleston 
where she is active in the 
League of Women Voters 
and the Business Alliance for 
Local Living Economies.

Patrick and Elisabeth 
Meyers Yoder welcomed 
their son, Oliver Carl, Oct. 
15, 2008, in Nashville, TN. 
Uncle Carl ’03 and Aunt 
Simone Harvey Yoder ’03 

fl ew in from New Orleans 
to welcome home the newest 
baby Lynxcat.

2002
Reporter: John Ramsey
jtramsey@rhodes-alumni.
net

Ryan and Kristen Cross 
Parry celebrated the birth of 
their daughter, Finley Paige, 
Sept. 19, 2008. Ryan and 
Kristen, who married in July 
2006, reside in Lakeland, 
TN.

2003
Reporter: Kim Kirkpatrick
kirkpatrick_k@yahoo.com 

Pamela Casey writes, “I’m 
starting my second year as 
an assistant attorney general 
in the violent crimes division 
for the state of Alabama. I 
also just bought my fi rst 
home in Montgomery.”

Antonio and Natalie 
Pennington Castellanos 
joyfully announce the birth 
of a son, Antonio IV, Sept. 
4, 2008.

Ben Evans received his 
Ph.D. from UNC-Chapel 
Hill, and is now an assistant 
professor of physics at Elon 
University.

Andi Lynch is currently 
working as a resident 
physician in the Family 
Medicine Department at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
MN.

Melinda Phillips was 
recently promoted to 
assistant director of 
development at Vanderbilt 
University’s Owen Graduate 
School of Management.

Shayla White Purifoy 
passed the Tennessee bar 
exam Oct. 10, 2008, and 
was sworn in Nov. 4. She has 
aspirations of becoming a 
domestic violence prosecutor.

Marjorie Hall Molloy and 
husband, Derek, welcomed 
a son, Patrick Cummings, 
Sept. 11, 2008, in Fort 
Walton Beach, FL.

Mary Rogers Quillen and 
Chris Kirby married Aug. 
16, 2008, in Birmingham, 
AL. Mary Rogers currently 
works as a substance abuse 
counselor for the Fairfax-
Falls Church Community 
Services Board in Fairfax 
County, VA.

J.R. Tarabocchia and his 
one true love, Nikki Hough, 
married Oct. 17, 2008, at 
the Portland Classical 
Chinese Garden. J.R. and 
Nikki currently reside in 
Beaverton, OR.

Caki Wilkinson received 
a 2008 Ruth Lilly Poetry 
Fellowship from The Poetry 
Foundation in Chicago, 
publisher of Poetry magazine. 
She is one of only fi ve fellows 
chosen from more than 860 
candidates in a national 
competition. She is currently 
a Ph. D. candidate at the 
University of Cincinnati. 
Her poem “Bower Bird” 
won fi rst prize in the 2007 
Atlantic Monthly Student 
Writing Contest.

2004
Fifth Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 23-24
Reporter: Kyle Russ
ckyleruss@yahoo.com

It is impossible to write 
this without mentioning 
the incredible loss Rhodes 
has experienced with Anne 
Pressly’s passing. As so 
many of you have already 
expressed, our thoughts 
and prayers remain with 
Anne’s family and friends. 
The memorial section 
of the magazine has a 
remembrance of Anne and I 
encourage you all to visit the 
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Rhodes Web site for further 
information.

Per usual, there are several 
graduations, engagements 
and yes, now babies to 
report! Josh and Sara Shami 
Saddler welcomed the birth 
of their fi rst child. Baby 
Lilly is adorable (she must 
take after her mother) 
and both Mom and Dad 
are tired, but couldn’t be 
happier. And while no longer 
a newborn, Matt Hoffberg’s 
little Hershel started pre-k 
this fall. Matt reports that 
Hershel clearly takes after 
his father, as the little tyke 
boasted “free” girlfriends 
after only the fi rst week of 
school.

Emi Poppens and Clay 
McDaniel married in 
summer 2008, and the 
couple moved to New York 
City, where Emi is currently 
taking pre-med classes at 
NYU.

Claire Dowler Rouse is 
living in San Antonio, TX. 
She has been employed 
as a bank offi cer at Texas 
Capital Bank since 2005. 
Claire and Patrick Rouse, 
brother of Steven Rouse ’03, 
married in October 2008. 
Rhodes wedding party 
attendants included: Emily 
Hoermann, Leland Haugh, 
Maude Westerman Pampel, 
Elizabeth Townsend, Joanie 
McEnery, Elisa Devall Davis, 
Katherine Brooks Goldman, 
Kelly White, Lindsay Levine 
Rouse ’03 and Steven Rouse 
’03 and Patty Rouse Vargas 
’99.

Shelby Monning ’06 and 
Nick Patterson married 
in Memphis in November. 
Rhodes alumni in the 
wedding: Andrew Patterson 
’02, Mike Roach, Marcus 
Cox, Peter Igoe, Jim Igoe 
’07, Jacquelyn Blankinship 
’06, Caroline King ’06 and 

Kaitie Yeoman ’08. The 
new Mrs. Shelby Patterson 
is the education coordinator 
at the Orpheum Theatre 
and Nick is the manager of 
recruitment and admissions 
at New Leaders for New 
Schools in Memphis. The 
couple recently bought a 
house in Central Gardens.

Maude Westerman Pampel 
graduated in December 
from the University of Texas 
at Dallas with a master of 
science in early childhood 
disorders. Her husband, 
Tony, graduated last May 
from UTD with his MBA 
and has started a new job as 
a fi nancial planner. Maude 
and Tony note that they are 
excited to fi nally be fi nished 
with school and can now 
start a family.

We haven’t heard from 
Mills Ramsay in a while, 
but he writes that he just 
started at Vanderbilt’s 
Owen Graduate School 
of Management, a two-
year MBA program, and is 

“having the time of my life—
all work, all play, all the 
time.” For those of you who 
don’t know, after Rhodes, 
Mills worked a couple years 
in fi xed income sales at RBC 
in Memphis and then quit 
to go with the Rotary Club 
to Brazil. Over the past 
year, Mills worked in Sri 
Lanka for KPMG’s corporate 
fi nancial advisory and spent 
quality time with his dog, 
Buttermilk Biscuit. Sounds 
bizarre, yes, but we’re talking 
about Mills here.

Katie Walsh is a third-
year law student at the 
University of Memphis Law 
School and a judicial clerk 
for the criminal courts at 
201 Poplar—“an adventure 
every day!” Lloyd Paul 
graduated from his master’s 
program in architecture at 

Washington University in 
December. Laura Borg has 
started medical school at 
the University of Tennessee. 
She says, “It’s madness—in 
a good way.” Logan Stevens 
is pursuing his MBA at 
the University of Chicago. 
Megan Pollock Hulgan 
currently serves as the 
supervisor for recruiting and 
training foster and adoptive 
parents with Youth Villages 
in Memphis. She hopes to 
graduate UT with her MSSW 
(Master of Science in Social 
Work) in May 2009. Megan 
and Becky Heineke trained 
to run the St. Jude Memphis 
Half Marathon on Dec. 6, 
2008.

Catherine Harris 
completed her master’s 
program at George 
Washington University 
and recently moved from 
Washington, DC, back to 
Memphis to work as an 
art therapist. She currently 
works with several senior 
centers in the area that 
serve individuals with 
Alzheimer’s disease. Also 
in Memphis, Julie Clary 
in January 2008 started in 
ALSAC’s National Direct 
Marketing Department as a 
direct marketing programs 
coordinator II on the 
Creative and Production 
Team. In July, Julie bought a 
house near the University of 
Memphis.

Not that we’re surprised, 
but lots of folks passed the 
bar: Ashley Kutz passed 
the South Carolina bar 
and is an associate at Buist 
Moore Smythe McGee in 
Charleston. Emily Costarides 
passed the Georgia bar and 
is practicing in Atlanta. 
Stephan Horbelt passed the 
California bar and Sezen 
Oygar recently sat for it as 
well. Sezen also passed the 

Florida bar. On a related 
note, I took the LSAT and 
accordingly started an 
evening MBA program at the 
University of Maryland (go 
Terps, I guess?!).

Robert and Sarah Tuttle 
Edgecombe ’03 recently 
moved to North Carolina 
and are both in graduate 
school at UNC-Chapel Hill. 
Sarah is studying social work 
and Robert is studying city 
planning.

Yours truly, C. Kyle Russ 
continues to ride the waves 
of the fi nancial storm while 
attending MBA classes at 
night (hedging my bets 
here!). As always, keep us up 
to speed on what’s new in 
your life—we love to hear it.

2005
Reporters: Brandon 
Couillard
brandon.couillard@gmail.
com
Molly Fitzpatrick
mhfi tz11@hotmail.com

David Hopkins is in his 
third year of medical school 
at Duke University and 
expects to complete his M.D. 
in 2010. He is currently 
working as a research fellow 
at Groote Schuur Hospital 
in Cape Town, South Africa, 
which is associated with 
the University of Cape 
Town. “My work involves 
epidemiological studies on 
the genetics of heart muscle 
diseases, which are endemic 
in sub-Saharan Africa,” he 
says.

Molly Chapman and Logan 
Wheeler married Oct. 12, 
2008. Logan is employed by 
the U.S State Department’s 
Foreign Service. Their 
fi rst posting is to Moscow 
beginning in February.
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’32 Jane Barker Hughes 
of Memphis, Oct. 12, 2008. 
Greatly involved in civic 
endeavors, she served as 
president of organizations 
such as Le Bonheur Club, 
Les Passees, The Woman’s 
Exchange, her church circle, 
and as the head of the drive 
for Shelby United Neighbors 
(later named United Way). 
She was an active member of 
Calvary Episcopal Church, 
P.E.O. and the Chickasaw 
Garden Club. Her lifelong 
passion for art led her to 
become an accomplished 
oil and watercolor painter. 
Along with her late husband 
of 64 years, Dr. James 
Gilliam Hughes ’32, she 
traveled often to Mexico, 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, South 
America, Europe and Russia 
through the invitation of the 
World Health Organization 
and the Rockefeller 

Foundation to evaluate 
hospitals and teaching 
programs. She leaves a son, 
Allen H. Hughes ’61; three 
daughters; 11 grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchildren.

’33 Elizabeth Featherstone 
Tyson of Brevard, NC, 
March 18, 2008.

’40 James Preston Marion 
of New Canaan, FL, March 
28, 2007. A graduate of 
the U.S. Naval Academy, 
he served as a lieutenant 
commander of the USS 
Cobia in World War II. He 
later worked as  chairman 
and CEO for Bloomsburg 
Mills until retiring in 
1992. He leaves his wife of 
63 years, Virginia Weber 
Marion; four children; seven 
grandchildren; and fi ve 
great-grandchildren.

’41 Mary Nell Porter Nolan 
of New Orleans, Nov. 18, 
2008. She was a goodwill 

ambassador for the cotton 
industry, serving as the fi rst 
national Maid of Cotton 
in 1940 and traveling to 
more than 30 U.S. cities in 
fi ve months. She was also 
an actress, appearing in the 
Paramount fi lm “Virginia.” 
In New Orleans, she was 
a member of the Junior 
League and a volunteer with 
the Red Cross, Crippled 
Children’s Hospital, Pro 
Christo Laborantes and the 
New Orleans Philharmonic 
Symphony Orchestra. 
An active participant in 
Carnival, she served as 
queen of the Mystic Club in 
1971. She leaves three sons; 
four daughters, including 
Nancy Parsley ’76; 14 
grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

’41 George Baxter Pouncey 
of Memphis, Oct. 22, 2008. 
He worked as a principal 

and coach in Crawfordsville, 
AR, from 1947-1951 and as 
a superintendent from 1951 
until his retirement in 1981. 
A member of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, he served 
on the boards of Youth 
Services and the Emmanuel 
Center. He leaves his wife of 
62 years, Ruth Lee Pouncey 
’41; two sons, George 
Andrew Pouncey ’73 and Jon 
Lee Pouncey ’76; and two 
grandsons.

’43 Cliff P. Cochran of 
Memphis, December 
2008. Owner/president of 
the Cochran & Sanford 
marketing, advertising and 
public relations fi rm, he 
was active in several civic 
organizations and an elder of 
Raleigh Presbyterian Church. 
During World War II, he 
served in the 7th Army Air 
Force, Pacifi c. The widower 
of Margaret Hembree 

In Memoriam

2006
Reporter: Nicole Vazquez
nicolev@rhodes-alumni.
net

Anna Sibley is currently 
living in Atlanta and 
working as a campaign 
assistant for Coxe Curry & 
Associates, a fundraising 
consulting fi rm for 
nonprofi ts. She loves her job 
and working in Atlanta!

Ellie Wigodsky is teaching 
English at an elementary 
school in Torre del Mar, 
Spain. She will be there 
through May and then will 
return to the States.

Jennifer Rodgers fi nished 
her fi rst semester of graduate 
school at the University 
of Missouri School of 
Journalism.

On Aug. 3, 2008, Lydia 

Vincent graduated from the 
nurse practitioner program at 
Vanderbilt University with a 
master of science in nursing, 
specializing in women’s 
health. On Aug. 16, 2008, 
Lydia and Chris Hathorn ’05 
married at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Memphis with a 
reception following at The 
Peabody. Jessica Graham, 
Suvi Murti ’07, Anna Coons 
’09, Mike Hathorn ’08 and 
Will Clements ’05 were 
involved with the wedding. 
The couple now resides in 
Houston, where Chris works 
for a private equity fi rm and 
Lydia is a labor and delivery 
nurse.

Katie Yoder and Major 
Hollis married June 7, 
2008. Participants from 
Rhodes were Emily Davis, 
Colleen Forsyth and Karen 
Platt. Katie graduated from 

Samford University’s Ida V. 
Moffett School of Nursing 
and plans to work as a 
pediatric RN.

Ellen Whitten is working 
as public relations specialist 
at MIFA (Metropolitan 
Inter-Faith Association) 
in Memphis. She is also 
attending the University of 
Memphis for a master of 
public administration degree 
with a concentration in 
nonprofi t administration.

Claire Singleton Williams 
is currently living in Boone, 
NC, and enjoying her 
fi rst year of marriage to 
Rob Williams. She is also 
having a great experience 
working as the shelter case 
manager for OASIS Inc., an 
agency that aids survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual 
assault.

Maggy Williams is in 

Williamsburg, VA, pursuing 
her master’s in American 
studies at the College of 
William & Mary.

Nicole Vazquez is still 
enjoying her time with De 
Beers Diamond Jewellers in 
Houston. She has also sung 
in multiple concerts with 
the Houston Symphony 
this season. She is looking 
forward to beginning 
graduate school in the spring 
for a master of science in 
hospitality management at 
the University of Houston 
to support her beginning a 
business in event consulting.

2008
Alicia Buxton was featured 

on the cover of the Memphis 
Flyer’s fall fashion issue.
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Cochran, he leaves a son, a 
daughter and two grandsons

’46 Virginia Ballou 
McGehee of Memphis, Dec. 
22, 2008. An avid gardener, 
she was a lifelong member 
of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church. She leaves her 
husband, James E. McGehee 
III; two sons, including 
George H. Treadwell ’68; 
three stepsons; three 
grandchildren; seven step-
grandchildren; and a sister.

’47 Robert William “B.J.” 
Jones of Encinitas, CA, 
May 14, 2008. After serving 
in the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps during World War 
II, he worked for Chevron 
Oil Co. and was noted for 
mapping the stratigraphy of 
the Brooks Range of Alaska’s 
North Slope. He retired in 
the late 1980s as head of the 
organic geochemistry section 
of Chevron. He leaves his 
wife, Laverne Jones, a sister 
and a nephew.

’47 Katherine “Kitty” 
Hargrave Nelson of Memphis, 
Aug. 1, 2008. A volunteer 
fundraiser for Rhodes, she 
was an active member of 
the Republican Party and a 
tutor at Sea Isle Elementary 
School. She leaves a brother, 
three daughters, three 
grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and a nephew.

’48 Wilmary Hitch Elliott of 
Talladega, AL, Aug. 3, 2008. 
A member of the executive 
board of the Talladega 
Landmarks Foundation, 
she helped facilitate the 
formation of the Talladega 
Arts Council. Inspired by a 
lifetime passion for nature 
and art, she published East 
Street South in 1975, a book 
of pen and ink drawings and 
poetic commentary of old 
homes in her community. 
Her art work is in numerous 
private collections around 

the country. She leaves 
three sons and three 
granddaughters.

’48 Barbara Bowden 
Templeton of Memphis, Nov. 
12, 2008. During the 1950s, 
she pursued a life devoted to 
farming with her husband, 
running a small dairy farm. 
An active member of First 
United Methodist Church 
in Winchester, TN, she also 
served as president of the 
Franklin County Garden 
Club. She leaves her husband 
of more than 60 years, 
William Jasper Templeton, Jr. 
’50; a sister, Beverly Bowden 
Pickard ’60; three children; 
and four grandchildren.

’49 Mary Jean Hankins 
Akers of Memphis, June 13, 
2008. She enjoyed tennis, 
sewing, bridge, reading and 
investment clubs. The widow 
of Richard L. Akers Sr., she 
leaves two daughters; two 
sons, including Hank Akers 
’77; eight grandchildren; and 
fi ve great-grandchildren. 

’49 Eugene Michael 
Schaeffer of Washington, 
DC, Aug. 9, 2008. As a 
foreign service offi cer with 
the U.S. Information Agency 
for more than 20 yearş  he 
completed several overseas 
postings in cities such as 
New Delhi, London and 
Tokyo. During World War 
II, he served in the Coast 
Guard in the Pacifi c theater. 
A member of Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church, 
he also served as president 
of the Farlington Citizens 
Association and a member 
of the Fairfax Library board 
of trustees. He leaves a son, 
three daughters and nine 
grandchildren.

’50 Betty Robinson Hight 
of Nashville, TN, Nov. 18, 
2008. A homemaker, choir 
member and volunteer, 
she was the widow of the 

Rev. John C. Hight, with 
whom she served churches 
across Tennessee. She leaves 
three daughters, a son, 10 
grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren, a sister, 
Nancy Reeves ’48, and a 
brother.

’50 John D. “Jacko” 
Quinley of Fort Smith, AR, 
May 14, 2008. He was a 
retired real estate agent, a 
World War II Army veteran 
and a member of St. Paul 
United Methodist Church. 
He leaves his wife, Barbara 
Quinley, two sons, fi ve 
grandchildren and a great-
grandchild.

’52 Edward Oliver Bailey 
Jr. of Memphis, May 8, 
2008. An advertising artist 
who worked as senior vice 
president with John Malmo 
Advertising for more than 20 
years, he was a World War 
II veteran, an ex-POW who 
served time in a German 
military camp. He leaves his 
wife of 62 years, Penelope 
‘Penny’ Potts Bailey, 
three daughters, seven 
grandchildren and a brother.

’52 Sherman Hayes Hoover 
of Marietta, GA, May 6, 
2008. He leaves his wife.

’53 Norma Dean Thornton 
Robinson of Dyer, TN, 
Feb. 17, 2008. A retired 
accountant and bookkeeper 
for Dyer Motor Co., she 
was a member of Dyer 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. She leaves her 
husband, George Bob 
Robinson; three children; 
and eight grandchildren.

’53 Sancy Byrd Hamilton 
Whitaker of Merrill Gardens, 
GA, June 9, 2008.

’54 Thomas Buchanan 
‘Buck’ Looney of 
Hendersonville, NC, June 
9, 2007. A teacher, minister 
and community volunteer, 
he was the widower of 

Meredith Newman Looney 
and the husband of Marjorie 
Cable Looney. He also leaves 
a son, two daughters and 
two grandchildren.

’54 William Lloyd Williams 
of Tucker, GA, Nov. 8, 2008. 
A Presbyterian minister, he 
served several churches in 
Indiana, mostly at First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Greenwood. His love 
for construction and 
woodworking led him to 
start a small construction 
company upon retirement 
in Atlanta. He leaves 
his wife, Jane Williams; 
two daughters; and six 
grandchildren.

’55 Mary George Beggs 
of Memphis, May 13, 
2008. From 1955 until 
her retirement in 1995 she 
wrote for the Memphis 
Commercial Appeal, covering 
social events and fashion. 
She was a founding member 
of The Salvation Army 
Greater Memphis Women’s 
Auxiliary and served on the 
organization’s board. She was 
also a board member of the 
Le Bonheur Club Inc. and 
the English Speaking Union. 
A lifelong Presbyterian, she 
was a member of Evergreen 
Presbyterian Church, where 
she served as an elder and 
trustee. She leaves two sisters, 
the Rev. Lily Anne Rein ’48 
and Martha Orth ’52, and a 
cousin.

’56 George M. Harmon 
of Jackson, MS, Dec. 17, 
2008. President emeritus 
of Millsaps College, 
which he served for more 
than 20 years, he led the 
Rhodes Department of 
Economics and Business 
Administration from1967-
74. During his presidency, 
Millsaps obtained the fi rst 
Phi Beta Kappa chapter in 
the state, enrollment and 
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the endowment climbed 
and the Else School of 
Management was established. 
He held a MBA from Emory 
University and doctorate 
in business administration 
from Harvard University. A 
member of several business 
and civic boards, he leaves 
his wife, Bessie Porter 
Harmon; two daughters; 
and a son.

’57 Ruth Hurst Palmer 
Guthrie of Breckenridge, 
TX, July 28, 2007. An 
elementary-school music 
teacher, violinist and 
cellist, she played with 
the Memphis Symphony 
Orchestra. She raised 
Arabian horses and 
Manchester terriers on 
her farm in Memphis, 
and goats on her farm 
in Arkansas. A member 
of Saint Paul Episcopal 
Church in Winston-Salem, 
NC, she was the widow of 
Thomas Fryson Palmer and 
David Guthrie. She leaves 
three daughters, a son, 11 
grandchildren and 19 great-
grandchildren.

’57 Diane Worthington 
Young of West Point, TN, 
Aug. 5, 2008. She was an 
active member and elder of 
First Presbyterian Church, 
serving as commissioner to 
the Presbytery of St. Andrew. 
She was also a trustee of 
Mary Holmes College 
and a board member of 
Habitat for Humanity and 
the Friends of the Bryan 
Public Library. She leaves 
her husband of 51 years, 
Carsie Clark Young ’54; a 
son, Carsie Clark Young Jr. 
’80; two daughters, including 
Elizabeth Young Lott ’82; 
and six grandchildren.

’59 Michael John Stoakes 
of Indianapolis, Sept. 
26, 2007. Retired from 
SMC Pneumatics, he had 

also worked for Allstate 
Insurance and Sears. He 
was a member of Zionsville 
Presbyterian Church and 
sang with the choir. He 
had also served as a deacon 
and an elder at other 
Presbyterian churches. 
He leaves his wife, Mary 
Shelby Stokes, a daughter, 
a son, three stepsons, nine 
grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren and a brother.

’60 Carol Ann “Kay” 
Krause of Germantown, TN, 
Dec. 30, 2006. A member 
of Colonial Park United 
Methodist Church, she 
taught at Overton High 
School for more than 30 
years. She leaves four nieces, 
a nephew and several great-
nieces and great-nephews.

’60 Burwell Boykin 
(“Steve”) McCaa Jr. of 
Ithaca, NY, Sept. 17, 2008. 
A faculty member of the 
Department of Psychology at 
Ithaca College from 1970-86, 
he leaves his wife of 42 years, 
Ruth Ann Freeze McCaa; 
four nieces; fi ve grandnieces; 
and fi ve grandnephews.

’60 Barbara Hanna Raburn 
of Memphis, Sept. 25, 
2006. For 19 years, she was 
organist at Macon Road 
Presbyterian Church, where 
she was a member. In later 
years, she belonged to 
Advent Presbyterian Church. 
She leaves her husband 
of 49 years, Jerry Raburn; 
three daughters; and six 
grandchildren.

’61 Elisabeth “Bette” 
Baumgartner Daniels of 
Waimanalo, HI, Aug. 5, 
2008. A therapist, she leaves 
two sons, Matthew and 
James Hawkins.

’62 Nancy Haynes Blumer 
of San Antonio, TX, July 
31, 2008. She leaves her 
husband.

’64 Cyril M. “C” Hendricks 

of Jefferson City, MO, 
Oct. 13, 2008. He began 
his career as a trademark 
attorney for Holiday Inns, 
Inc, and was a practicing 
attorney for more than 40 
years with experience in 
domestic, juvenile, civil, 
property and criminal law. 
He was a member of the 
Missouri and Tennessee 
Bar Associations, past 
president of the 34th 
Circuit Bar Association, 
past president of the Cole 
County Bar Association 
and past chairman of the 
Missouri Bar Property Law 
Committee. A member of 
Grace Episcopal Church, 
he served on the Salvation 
Army Advisory Board and 
the Board of Governors of 
the Capital Region Medical 
Center. He leaves his wife 
and a daughter, Megan 
Hendricks Johnston ’97.

’77 Patricia Whitworth 
Smith of Memphis, July 
2, 2008. A retired director 
of quality assurance 
for Woodson-Tennent 
Laboratories, she was also an 
award-winning writer and 
poet. An honorary member 
of the Poetry Society of 
Tennessee, she served as its 
president as well as treasurer 
of the National League 
of American Pen Women. 
She was an editor of the 
Grandmother Anthologies 
for 12 years and the assistant 
director of Life Press writer’s 
conferences for nine years. 
She leaves her husband of 
33 years, McLaurin Smith 
Williams ’69; a son; and 
three grandchildren.

’78 Robert Fleming Parham 
of Atlanta, June 1, 2008. 
A physician, he served as 
medical director of the CCI 
Clinic. A world traveler, avid 
outdoorsman and sports 
enthusiast, he leaves his wife 

of 24 years, Karen Parham, 
two brothers, a niece and a 
nephew.

’85 Virgil Starks of Auburn, 
AL, Nov. 8, 2008. He 
served as senior associate 
athletics assistant to the 
provost for student-athlete 
support services at Auburn 
University since 1998. 
Former Auburn head 
football coach Tommy 
Tuberville called him the 

“head coach of academics.” 
He previously worked at 
the University of Akron as 
associate dean, University 
College and director of 
minority affairs from 1994-
98; coordinator of academic 
advising for student-athletes, 
1992-94; associate director 
of admissions, 1991-92; 
and assistant director of 
admissions, 1988-90. He 
received his M.A. in 
political science from the 
University of Akron in 1993. 
From 1990-91, he served 
as an assistant director of 
admissions at Rhodes and 
later as a member of the 
Rhodes Alumni Association 
Executive Board. He leaves 
his wife, Donna Mash 
Starks, and three daughters.   

’04 Anne Sparkman 
Pressly of Little Rock, AR, 
Oct. 25, 2008. An anchor 
for “Daybreak” on KATV, 
the ABC News affi liate in 
Little Rock, she had been 
employed by the station 
since 2004 after serving 
several technical and 
editorial internships there. 
A native of Greenville, SC, 
she moved with her family 
to Little Rock when she 
was in high school. She was 
given a noncredit role in 
the Oliver Stone fi lm W as 
a conservative commentator 
when she visited the set of 
the fi lm to prepare a feature 
story on its production. 



Jack Farris introduced 
Kathleen McClain ’74 to great writing

Her planned gift will continue the tradition

As a fi rst-year student, 
Kathleen McClain ’74 
took a class from Jack D. 

Farris, an inspired and inspiring 
literature professor whose lively 
intellect, humor and generous 
spirit infl uenced hundreds of 
Rhodes students.

“During that year and the next 
three years, Jack Farris became not 
only my teacher but my mentor and my friend,” Kathleen said. “He introduced me to great writers and great 
literature. And he encouraged me to write. Things that he taught me, or encouraged me to appreciate and 
understand, resonate in my life every day.”

Kathleen graduated Phi Beta Kappa and went on to a career as a writer for newspapers in Memphis, 
Cincinnati and Charlotte. During those years, she never forgot Rhodes.

Health concerns led Kathleen to take early retirement in 2001. Soon 
thereafter, she created an estate plan that made Rhodes the benefi ciary 
of her IRA.

“Giving to Rhodes makes me feel connected to the college and my 
student days there,” she said.

Kathleen’s deferred gift will create the Jack D. Farris Visiting Writers 
Series at Rhodes.

“The Visiting Writers Series will enable 
the college to bring in infl uential 
writers for various community and 
campus events, including classes and 
discussions with aspiring student 
writers,” Kathleen said. “I hope 
the series will provide avenues of 
inspiration and discussion for today’s 
Rhodes students, just as Jack Farris 
did for my generation.”

Kathleen McClain’74 on her travels in Italy

Cincinnati and Charlotte. During thosegggCincinnati and Charlotte. During thosegg

HHHHHHHHHHHH
ttttttttttttt
ooooooooo

““G““GGGGGG“GGGGG“““G“““G
sssssssssss

KKKKKKKKKKKK
SSSSSSSSSSSSS

““T““TTTTTT“TTTTT“““T“““T
ttttttttttt
wwwwwwwwww
ccccccccccc
ddddddddddddd
wwwwwwwwwwww
tttttttttttttt
iininiiniiniiinininini
RRRRRRRRRRRR
ddddddddd

KattKatKatKa hlhhlehlehlhleenenen M CMcCMcCMcCl ilailailai ’7n’7n 7n 744 o4 o4 o hn hn hn hererer ttratratra lvelvelvel is is is i In In In It ltaltaltalyyyyyKatattKatKa hlehlehleh enenen McCMcCMcClailailain’7n’7n 74 o4 o4 on hn hn hererer tratratravelvelvels is is in In In ItaltaltalyyyyKathlehleenen McCMcClailain 7n 74 o4 on hn herer tratravelvels is in In ItaltalyyKattK hleen McClain 74 on her travels in ItalyKKatathleen McClain 74 on her travels in ItalyK tthl M Cl i ’74 h t l i It lK thl M Cl i ’74 h t l i It l

ed g t w co t ue t e t ad t ogggg

D. D..D. DDD.D.DDDD

tt

“Professor Farris was at the heart of 
what college meant to me. Something 
that he taught me, or that he 
encouraged me to appreciate and 
understand, resonates in my life 
every day.”

eeeeeeee
To learn more about the 

recent legislation that will 
allow you to make a tax-free, 
lifetime gift from your IRA 
to Rhodes, please contact 
the Rhodes Developement 
Offi ce at 901-843-3850 or 

800-264-5969
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The Department of Modern Languages and Literatures held its fi fth annual “A World of Photos” contest for students, faculty and staff.
(Top) First place: Soweto, South Africa, June 27, 2007. Peter Hall ’12 / (Bottom Left) Second place: Jardin des Tuileries, Paris, November 2008. Amy Radford, 
business manager, Rhodes Physical Plant / (Bottom Right) Third place: Maforga, Mozambique, September 2006. Kyle Wukasch ’11
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