
By Alex Yu
Staff  Writer

Each year, tuition prices for colleges across the nation increase. 
� is school year, the trend has continued despite the economic reces-
sion. But why? 

According to a New York Times article written by Ron Lieber, 
the “National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities 
announced with some pride that the average increase in tuition and 
fees at private institutions this school year would be the smallest in 
37 years−4.3 percent, just a little higher than infl ation.” � is is not 
exactly something to be happy about, especially for parents who have 
more than one child in a private institution. One reason for the tuition 
rise is due to “higher education being more like a political environ-
ment, than the management of a private corporation,” Daniel Weiss, 
President of Lafayette College, says. � e political environment creates 
issues when making cuts is necessary. It is hard to cut certain depart-
ments because students pay for them, and the departments become 
angry. It is hard to cut faculty because of tenure. � erefore, it is hard 
to make big cuts to a colleges’ budget and reduce tuition in return. Be-
cause of these issues, Colleges become stuck in a position where they 
cannot cut and can only add, and so they continue to add. Adminis-
trative overload also accounts for the increased tuition. Most colleges 
pay more for non-faculty salaries than for actual teacher salaries. How 
is this possible? Security costs increase and career services program 
costs increase because of increasing post-graduate competition.

So is Rhodes College experiencing some of the same issues as other 
colleges across the nation? In the past four years, tuition has increased 
a total of almost $5,000. During the 2006-2007 school year, tuition 
was $28,802.00. It is currently $33,400.00 for the 2009-2010 school 
year. In 2007-2009 the tuition was $30,342.00, and in 2008-2009 the 
tuition was $32,136.00. Room and board has also increased over the 
past four years, a total around $1,000, for a standard multiple with 15 
meals per week. It could be inferred that Rhodes may be facing some 

of these issues according to the steady rise in tuition over the past four 
years. So what are students supposed to do if they fi nd that Rhodes 
becomes too expensive? According to Lieber, the student and parent 
should really decide what they want to pay for: the transformative ex-
perience, or the quality of the education. If a student is at a school for 
the former reason, maybe they should be looking for a cheaper option. 
Another option for students would be to apply for grants, loans, and a 
work study at the school, and try to seek internships and other fellow-
ships to help decrease the fi nancial burden. 

Rhodes students are concerned about this issue, and transfers have 
been considered. Junior Courtney Church says, “It’s really surprising 
to see how much tuitions have been rising recently. I’m personally not 
aff ected by the rises in tuition, but I do have friends who have consid-
ered transferring because of this, so it does become a concern.” Fresh-
man Courtney Strachan says, “I think this issue will make it harder 
and harder for today’s students to reach their goals in life. Education 
is a key part to becoming successful in today’s economy so with the 
cost of education increasing, this is quickly becoming a dangerous 
situation. If students cannot fi nd a way to pay for their education, they 
will not be able to get a good enough job to secure a future for their 
children, and the spiral will continue.”  Freshman Kelsie Cox says, 
“I think the rising cost of tuition could possibly aff ect students that 
have earned their admission to a school, but their parents are facing 
monetary hardship because of the economy. Although colleges try to 
meet the fi nancial need of a student, the FAFSA does not always show 
conditions to be as they actually are. � is can lead to students lower-
ing their sights when looking at colleges because they will be looking 
for the better deal, which is not necessarily the better education. Since 
the recession is so wide spread, colleges should try to keep their tuition 
relatively equal or at least not increase it for rising non-teaching staff  
costs.”
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Tuition, continued on Page 5

Tuition increases despite recession

By Chase Moore  
Who doesn’t like the fall season and the 

great opportunities present to spend time out-
doors, experiencing the beautiful resources we 
have all around us: the crisp air, the trees, the 
water, and foremost the wildlife which rely 
upon these resources to thrive. While the fall 
marks a time for harvest it also brings about 
change in the animals. Innately, they begin 
to store up fat reserves for the winter months 
ahead and some of these animals begin their 
journeys southward to warmer regions. As ex-
citing as this whole process is, we often take it 
for granted.  It is not a guaranteed occurrence. 
Why? Because every day we are constantly 
loosing vital habitat. In fact, the United States 
alone has lost more than half of its original wet-
lands and continues to lose more than 80,000 
acres each year. And without suitable habitat, 
the wildlife will be the fi rst to go. 

� ere is hope, Ducks Unlimited, North 
America’s largest conservation organization, 
conserves and restores some of the most criti-
cal habitat needed for waterfowl and over 900 

other species of wildlife. Wetlands are among 
the most productive ecosystems on the planet. 
� ey are invaluable not only to waterfowl and 
scores of other wildlife, but also to the very 
quality of life on earth. At one time, North 
America supported the largest expanse of 
grasslands in the world, covering nearly 1 mil-
lion square miles. Known simply as the Great 
Plains, this vast area contains the single most 
important landscape in North America for 
breeding ducks. 

Since 1937, Ducks Unlimited has fl our-
ished as a volunteer run, non-profi t organiza-
tion. With close to 800,000 members all over 
North America, Ducks Unlimited has raised 
more than $3 billion and conserved more than 
12 million acres. As an offi  cial college Ducks 
Unlimited Chapter, the Rhodes Chapter holds 
these same ideals close to heart, raising money 
to carry out their mission, which is habitat 
conservation. Last year Rhodes College helped 
raise over $8,000 for the wildlife and the habi-
tat through its fall fundraiser, and this year 
will be no diff erent. With fall upon us, comes 

the opportunity to be a part of this great ef-
fort to restore some of our most vital resources 
and guarantee the future of our environment. 
Come show your support this fall at our an-
nual fundraising banquet.

Rhodes College Ducks Unlimited 
Fundraiser Banquet

November 7th @ Ducks Unlimited Na-
tional Headquarters

6:30pm to 8:30pm  (Buses will leave 
Campus @ 6:00)    

For Tickets and more information call 
901-219-1548 or send email to moolc@

rhodes.edu                            

Ducks Unlimited fundraiser helps 
wildlife and habitat conservation

By Jasmine Gilstrap
Staff Writer

On average, a college student will gain 
five pounds during their freshman year. 
Hoping to lower this statistic, Rhodes has 
added nutritionist Leslie Schilling to the 
Counseling Center staff.

Schilling, a registered and licensed 
dietitian, specializes in eating disorders 
and sports nutrition. Similar to her job 
at her practice, Schilling Nutrition Ther-
apy, Schilling will offer students nutri-
tion counseling that is based on changing 
health behaviors. As part of the counseling 
staff, Schilling plans to educate the stu-
dent population on the right ways to eat 
and how to stay active.

“In general, I think it’s a lack of time 
and planning that causes the weight gain,” 
said Schilling. “If you start college with 
knowledge of how to listen to your body’s 
hunger and satisfaction cues, this can be 
avoided.”

Besides a lack of knowledge on how 
their body deals with eating, studies also 
say that students eating in the cafeteria can 
lead to weight gain. Schilling believes the 
phenomenon can affect the way one eats 
and offers suggestions to students about 
eating in designated cafeterias.

“Most college cafeterias are on a cycle 
menu. You can figure out what is served 
over time,” said Schilling. “Go to the Rat 
or Lair when you have time to scope out 
all the options. This will give you ideas 
of different combinations that you won’t 
come up with or find when you’re be-
tween classes and presses for time. Also, 
keep back up snacks in your room such as 
apples, raisins, and fruit cups and be sure 
to plan ahead.”

According to fresman15.com, the fast 
paced life of college students usually re-
sults in students grabbing food that is 
convenient. Schilling’s dedication to help-
ing students counteract the results of the 
hectic college lifestyle is one of many as-
sets  she plans on bringing to Rhodes. Stu-
dents can visit Schilling free of charge on 
Tuesday mornings by appointment at the 
counseling center. As for eating off cam-
pus, Schilling offers students the following 
advice,

“Try to balance grains with lean pro-
tein, veggies, and moderate amount of fat. 
The key is to not leave stuffed and to stop 
at a comfortable level of fullness that may 
give you three to four hours worth of en-
ergy. You don’t always have to stick with 
a salad.” 

Nutritionist 
joins staff



By John Ayers
Staff Writer

Sexiling. Its made up definition is the act 
of forcing one’s roommate to leave the room, 
by either direct or indirect means, in order to 
conduct sexual activity with one’s counter-
part. It has happened to many of us, and it 
may even happen to you in the future. While 
it is not a serious problem at Rhodes, it does 
happen and can be quite pain. It can hap-
pen when you are trying to get some rest in 
preparation for a tough day, when you need 
to study, or when you simply want to relax in 
the comfort of your own room; sexiling can 
be a seriously disruptive force to your work 
or weekends. Yes, you do share the room, but 
when you are forced to leave for anywhere be-
tween thirty minutes to an entire night be-
cause your roommate and partner want some 
alone time, or when they simply start on their 
alone time without first consulting you, it can 
cause serious issues. Sometimes these issues 
explode and you have few options to resort 
to except perhaps talking to, or even fighting 
with, your roommate, or going to your RA; 

the options are so limited due to the fact that 
there are no rules at Rhodes concerning such 
issues. 

Tufts University in Massachusetts re-
cently implemented a rule that bans all sexil-
ing; however, this new rule is only for show. 
There are not any penalties for sexiling your 

roommate other than a mandatory Resident 
Life-moderated talk between you and your 
roommate; some might argue that this is “en-
forced understanding.” While it is more of a 
last resort, it does provide a helpful service for 

students who have reached an impasse con-
cerning their roommate’s sexual activity. 

This is not an argument against stu-
dents having alone time with their partner, 
it is simply a call for an increased awareness 
of the respect owed to your roommate. It is 
to make everyone aware that they share their 
room; since this is in fact the case, kicking 
your roommate out for your own enjoyment 
should not only be avoided, but it also should 
be officially discouraged by the school. Nev-
ertheless, while a rule such as this at Rhodes 
might be helpful for some, resolving a con-
flict between roommates over sexiling must 
ultimately come down to the roommates 
themselves. The truth is, if you can’t talk to 
your roommate and work out an understand-
ing, like a schedule or system in which your 
preferences don’t collide with theirs, then you 
need to find a new roommate, a single, or talk 
with your RA anyway. And while this option 
exists as a last resort, simply being reasonable 
with your roommate should prevent any bad 
feelings and allow everyone to live peacefully 
in their own room.  
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By Patrick Harris
Staff Writer

Visitors to Beijing last Thursday were struck 
by the eerie clarity of the sky above the city, 
which was so blue as to be scarcely found in na-
ture, much less in the pollution-choked Chinese 
capital. Subsequently it was reported that the 
authorities had seeded the clouds to provide an 
air-cleansing rain shower in anticipation of the 
grand festivities marking the 60th anniversary 
of the establishment of the People’s Republic. 
This artifice was an apt metaphor for the Chi-
nese state; by skillful technocratic performance, 
it hopes to keep the world, and its own people, 
from recognizing it for what it is: the unrepen-
tant heir of six decades of tyranny and mass 
murder.

Lest it be forgotten, the 60th anniversary 
blowout harkens back to the day in 1949 in 
which Mao Zedong proclaimed the People’s 
Republic of China from atop the Tiananmen 
Gate. China’s political elite are tipping their col-
lective hats to a man responsible, by some esti-
mates, for 70 million deaths. More than Hitler, 
more than Stalin, Mao holds claim to the title 
of the greatest murderer in human history. This 
is the man who serves as the founding figure of 
the Chinese state and appears on all domestic 
currency, and whom President Hu Jintao paid 
homage by sporting one of Mao’s trademark tu-
nics. Surely it is significant that after six decades 
China’s leaders still feel the need to dress like 
the old tyrant.

Mao admittedly wouldn’t recognize mod-
ern China. State propaganda still extols “social-
ism with Chinese characteristics,” but of course 
this merely means state capitalism under a veneer 
of socialism. China is a dynamic society with a 
growing middle class and a key place in the in-
ternational marketplace. What hasn’t changed 
since the death of the Great Helmsman is the 
Communist Party’s iron commitment to its 
own monopoly on power.  Anyone who doubted 
this truth need only look at the Chinese military 
parading through Tiananmen Square and recall 
how such troops murdered their countrymen on 

the same spot in 1989. Hundreds 
of unarmed people died at the be-
hest of a Chinese hierarchy very 
much market-oriented but no less 
totalitarian for that fact, just as the 
present leadership is today. 

For all the economic wonders 
they have performed, China’s mas-
ters reign over a deeply Orwellian 
land where banners proclaim 
“Long Live the Great Unity of All 
Nationalities of China,” even as 
mass ethnic violence occurs in its 
western reaches and where the Da-
lai Lama is regularly referred to as 
a “jackal” in official press releases.  

Freedoms of speech, press, 
and religion are laughable. Knowl-
edge of the regime’s past sins is 
strictly circumscribed by official 
censorship. One Westerner in 
China recently reported purchas-
ing an international magazine on 
the anniversary of the Tiananmen 
bloodbath; all pages relating to the 
massacre had been removed, but 
the vendor was happy to provide 
a partial refund as a result. Such 
is today’s China: eager to do business with the 
world, but unwavering in its adherence to an 
ideologically and morally bankrupt party dic-
tatorship. 

One might imagine a similar outcome for 
Nazi Germany had it survived the Second World 
War. Hitler would have led his nation to further 
madness before dying at a ripe old age sometime 
in the 1970’s, and subsequently, the heirs of the 
Nazi mantle would have polished the respect-
ability of their regime by jettisoning some of its 
more embarrassing ideological encumbrances, 
content to sacrifice fascist principle to cement 
their own hold on power. Commentators would 
praise the opening up of the Nazi regime and 
even laud its leaders as “a reasonably enlightened 
group,” as Thomas Friedman recently said of the 
Chinese Communists. On national holidays, 

the swastika and portraits of the Führer would 
still hover over the Brandenburg gate, and the 
international media would find little strange or 
distasteful about the display. 

The collective moral amnesia of the world 
community in its dealings with the Chinese is 
staggering, but every so often the true charac-
ter of the regime becomes painfully apparent, as 
with its bloody suppression of the Tibetan un-
rest of last year. The trick for world leaders and 
world opinion is to sustain this understanding 
of the despotic nature of the Chinese state. This 
wisdom does not preclude constructive engage-
ment with Beijing, but merely informs it. Deal 
with the Chinese we must. But always, in the 
back of our minds, should be the assurance of 
whom we are dealing with, and an attendant 
sense of disgust.

China’s despots, 60 years on

Photo courtesy of google.com    

Mao Zedong

Solutions for sexiling at college
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By Patrick Harris
Staff Writer

An extraterrestrial observer of the brouhaha over the latest news from 
Oslo (the only news from Oslo, if one is being honest) would likely gather 
two competing narratives from global chatter. In one version of events, the 
issuance of the Nobel Peace Prize to Barack Obama is a tremendous, albeit 
appropriate, honor that vindicates the president’s campaign of outreach to 
the international community. The other view holds that Obama’s receipt 
of the prize is an egregious travesty that undermines the credibility of the 
prize committee and confirms the 
president’s status as an interna-
tional celebrity without substance. 
Both these perspectives would of 
course lead the hypothetical alien 
observer to the dubious conclu-
sion that the Nobel Peace Prize 
actually matters.

Perhaps this assessment is 
too harsh; a great many people do 
deem the Nobel Prize significant, 
and this very prestige lends it a cer-
tain weight. Still, the supposedly 
shocking politicization involved 
in awarding the prize to Obama 
for his agreeable speechifying 
must be placed in the proper con-
text; two years ago Al Gore won the prize for his particularly creative use 
of a forklift. Furthermore the peculiar nature of the administration of the 
prize, as soon as one learns about it, somewhat dampens the supposed 
triumph of receiving it. Unique among the Nobel Prizes, the Peace Prize 
is awarded from Norway rather than Sweden, and by a panel drawn from 
the legislature in Oslo. Far from heralding the resurrection of America’s 
image in global opinion, the committee’s decision merely confirms that 
Barack Obama is quite popular among a cross-section of Norwegian par-
liamentarians, a key point of leverage when contentious issues like cod and 
herring reach the presidential agenda.

Insofar as the prize maintains significance, the choice of Obama 
must be somewhat unfavorably compared to the other sitting American 

presidents who received a Peace Prize: Theodore Roosevelt, for negotiat-
ing the end to the Russo-Japanese War, and Woodrow Wilson, for his 
role in the post-World War One settlement. Obama has little concrete to 
show for his diplomatic efforts at this juncture, and much less so, merely a 
few weeks into his presidency when the committee’s decision was actually 
made. Analysts of a less-than-charitable disposition are inclined to think 
the prize was awarded less because of anything the president has done 
than because of who he is: America’s first black executive, and not George 
W. Bush. In fairness, the president has devoted a good deal of time and 

energy to promoting his vision of 
global cooperation. Yet the issue of 
the prize on this basis is somewhat 
comparable to awarding the Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry to a scientist 
with an excellent idea for an exper-
iment, who has yet to get around 
to conducting it.

The president, to his eternal 
credit, seems perfectly aware of 
this. Obama is experiencing one 
of the periodic episodes in which 
he appears genuinely taken aback 
by the borderline idolatry reserved 
for him in many quarters. Accord-
ingly, he has tactfully stated that he 
chooses to interpret the prize as a 

desire for American leadership on global issues. This is an agreeable senti-
ment, as long as he doesn’t actually believe it. Scarce reason exists to doubt 
the sincerity of the prize committee; it may be that it truly believes the 
president can bring peace among nations by force of sheer charisma. 

Judging Obama by his intentions may not be ideal, but it presents a 
marked improvement over past Nobel committees, which, for example, 
gave the Peace Prize to Yasser Arafat for concluding agreements with Israel 
(which is a bit like giving the Presidential Medal of Freedom to Bernie 
Madoff for ceasing to commit fraud), while famously neglecting to recog-
nize Mahatma Gandhi. Given the full perspective of historical effects, one 
suspects our extraterrestrial friends would conclude that Alfred Nobel’s 
greatest contribution was dynamite, after all.

By Jake Groves
Staff Writer

Memphis is a city renowned primarily for its 
musicians; from W.C. Handy to Otis Redding to 
Three Six Mafia, this town has always been on the 
vanguard of popular American music. However, 
Memphis also boasts of another individual who 
is esteemed for his expertise and dedication to his 
field. This person is local historian Dr. John Har-
kins, an expert on Memphis and Shelby County 
history. Recently, the Sou’wester interviewed him 
on his life, his works, and his views on the up-
coming Memphis mayoral election.

SW:  How long have you lived in Memphis?
JH: All my life except for seven years in the 

navy and one year in graduate school at LSU. 
Moreover, my wife and I are both 5th genera-
tion Memphians. Our families have known each 
other since at least the mid-1850s.

SW: How long have you studied Memphis/
Shelby County history? 

JH: Since the late-1970s, when I went to 
work for the Public Library system as the Mem-
phis/Shelby County Archivist. I have also been 
active in the West Tennessee Historical Society 
since then. 

SW: What books have you written? 
JH: Metropolis of the American Nile, The New 

Orleans Cabildo (with Gilbert Din), The MUS 

Century Book, Historic Shelby County, and Mem-
phis Chronicles. 

SW: How many different mayoral offices 
have you lived through?

JH: Walter Chandler, James Pleasants, 
Watkins Overton, Frank Toby, Edmund Orgill, 
Henry Loeb, Bill Ingram, Henry Loeb, Wy-
eth Chandler, J. O. Patterson (acting), Wallace 
Madewell (acting), Dick Hackett, Willie Heren-
ton, and Myron Lowery (acting).

SW: Who, in your opinion, has done the 
best overall job? 

JH: Probably Dick Hackett, because he 
reached across the city’s racial divide, brought 
more and better qualified blacks into city govern-
ment, and took care of business more effectively 
than any of the others. 

SW: Who did the worst job? 
JH: Probably Willie Herenton, because he 

has divided the city across racial lines more than 
any mayor except for perhaps Henry Loeb. His 
administration has let routine things slide and 
has been riddled with scandals, cronyism, and 
ineptitude. 

SW: How do you think history will treat the 
former mayor, Dr. Willie W. Herenton?

JH: Academicians are so wildly “politically 
correct” these days he will probably get better 
treatment than his record deserves, at least at first. 

I cite Marcus Pohlmann and Michael Kirby’s Ra-
cial Politics at the Crossroads and Sharon Wright’s 
Race, Power, and Political Emergence to illustrate 
this point. However, usually historians get it right 
over the long haul and WWH is likely to lose 
stature over time. In some respects he has been 
an affirmative action mayor. A white candidate 
with his background would probably not have 
been elected mayor of Memphis in 1991 or suc-
cessively thereafter.

SW: Who do you think will win the special 
October 30th mayoral election?

JH: Probably A C Wharton.
SW: At this point, which mayoral candidate 

do you think would do the best job for Mem-
phis?

JH: I don’t know. Perhaps John Willingham, 
but he has very, very little chance of winning.

Currently, Dr. Harkins serves as the archivist 
at Memphis University School. All of his books, 
except The New Orleans Cabildo, are available in 
the Rhodes Library. His background combined 
with his personal connection to the city gives 
him a unique insight of the October 15th Mayoral 
Elections. Regardless, Memphis is lucky to have 
such an erudite and upright individual represent-
ing it in the historical realm.

By Jake Groves
Staff Writer

On Saturday, protestors gathered in the 
streets of St. Petersburg to rally against plans 
to construct the 400 meter Okhta Center 
near the downtown area. The tower, which 
would cause St. Petersburg to lose its UNES-
CO World Heritage status, has drawn criti-
cism from both citizens and officials.

This $2.4 billion project began in May 
2008, after Gazprom selected the Scottish 
architecture firm RMJM’s plans over several 
other international contenders. Gazprom has 
slated the project’s completion for sometime 
in 2016. 

Gazprom, the world’s largest state-
owned gas company, recently decided to 
name the tower after the River Okhta and 
the surrounding Okhta Valley. The tower 
would dwarf the surrounding industrial 
area, the nearby historic Smolny Cathedral, 
as well as the rest of the city. Also, at 400 
meters, the tower will be the tallest in Eu-
rope, beating out Moscow’s City of Capitals 
building. This construction comes at the tail 
end of a recent spate of construction in Mos-
cow, with Europe’s three tallest towers being 
built there in the last five years.

St. Petersburg, however, enjoys a pre-
dominantly neoclassical architecture that 
the Okhta Center would disrupt. Director of 
the Hermitage Museum, Mikhail Petrovsky, 
has voiced opposition to the plans, as well 
as the Saint Petersburg Union of Architects 
and Russia’s Cultural Ministry. UNESCO, 
a UN subsidiary specializing in preserving 
the world’s cultural heritage, has also threat-
ened to remove St. Petersburg from its World 
Heritage Site list if the Okhta Tower is com-
pleted.

St. Petersburg building regulations al-
low for buildings no taller than 48 meters, 
but these have been only a minor obstacle for 
RMJM and Gazprom. Alexei Miller, CEO of 
Gazprom, assures that St. Petersburg citizens 
“will be proud of these new architectural 
masterpieces.” Miller may be right, and the 
plans do include the addition of several pub-
lic amenities, such as a concert hall, sports 
arena, and several “green areas.”

Despite all of this, people still protest 
with cries of “History is more important 
than money!”. St. Petersburg will receive 20 
billion rubles in taxes annually from the Gaz-
prom and its subsidiaries in exchange for St. 
Petersburg footing half of the $2.4 billion in 
construction costs. This arrangement smacks 
of Memphis’ deal with Bass Pro Shops, where 
Bass Pro Shops will move into the Pyramid 
Arena in exchange for a $35,000 monthly 
tax. Although the new tenant will help boost 
Memphis’ commerce and attract new busi-
nesses to the city, it seems like an unfitting 
match for such a unique building.

Despite all of the opposition, construc-
tion is already underway and does not show 
signs of stopping. It seems unlikely, but 
hopefully the St. Petersburg government will 
prevent the Okhta tower’s construction and 
thus preserve its city’s historic beauty.

Peace prize awarded too early in game

A local historian’s perspective on the 
upcoming mayoral elections

Skyline to 
be disrupted

Yet the issue of the prize on this ba-
sis is somewhat comparable to award-

ing the Nobel Prize in
Chemistry to a scientist with an 

excellent idea for an experiment, who 
has yet to get around to conducting it.
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“I’m going to New Or-
leans to see my family.”
- Sam Bridgers, 2013

“I’m fl ying home to West 
Virginia to celebrate my 
birthday and my Grand-
mother’s birthday.”
- Jordan Koontz, 2013

“I’m staying here and I’m 
going to tickle my fancy...
which means I’m going to 
do whatever I want.”
- Roy Rainey, 2013

“I’M GOING HOME 
AND I’M GOING TO 
DO RACE FOR THE 
CURE!!”
- Jordan Miller, 2013

“I’m going to catch up on 
sleep.”
- Anahita Irani, 2013

What are you doing for Fall Break?

University of St. Thomas
School of Law

We prepare students to practice law at the highest levels with

• a mission that integrates faith and reason

• a nationally recognized mentor externship program

• a rich curriculum and exceptional faculty

• consistently above the national average for the percentage
of students who go into public interest law

• a quality of life students placed in the top two in the country for
the fourth year in a row, according to the Princeton Review

Now is the time to consider the University of St.Thomas School of Law.

Apply online and pay no application fee!

For more information or to schedule a campus visit:
(651) 962-4895 • (800) 328-6819, Ext. 2-4895

lawschool@stthomas.edu www.stthomas.edu/law

By Jerica Sandifer and Isaiah Swanson
� e team has really enjoyed conducting these in-

terviews. We would like to thank Rene Sanchez and 
Andrew Grissom for their assistance and support. We 
are happy to welcome Hannah Gysin as our photogra-
pher. � is week, the team met with Art History Profes-
sor David McCarthy. When he was younger, David was 
inspired by a Darwinist nun.

My name is David McCarthy.  I am forty-eight 
for another week, and I grew up in Philadelphia.  

I remember at one point I thought I was gon-
na go into biology. I had a fantastic biology teacher 
in ninth grade, Sister Gloria. So, I was taking this 
course from a nun who had this amazing global per-
spective and taught not just from the perspective of 
natural sciences,—and she was a Darwinist; we never 
talked about creationism in this class—but also from 
the perspective of human obligation—that our ac-
tions aff ected not just humans, but all of the world. 
So at that point I actually thought I was going to be 
a biologist. � at was a point when the Environmental 

Protection Agency was doing some pioneering work 
in terms of regulations in the United States. So there 
was still a sense that one could go into that kind of 
work and do something that benefi ted the public 
good. But, when I turned in a paper in response to 
Rachael Carson’s Silent Spring, I drew an illustration 
for my cover page of a hawk, and I remember getting 
a lot of praise for what I drew. At that point I was 
already taking some art classes at my high school and 
that kind of pushed me into art. I already had the in-
terest in art, but I found that my drawing skills were 
sometimes getting more attention than my research 
skills. So, biology kind of went out the window by 
the end of my freshman year and that’s when I began 
to get much more interested in taking art classes... 

Do I have a good life?  Yeah, sure. I get to teach 
what I wanna teach which is kinda great.  I get paid 
to teach what I wanna teach which is even better. 
Because I’m an art historian and because there are 
research expectations at Rhodes, I do a lot of work 

Interview Corner

Interview Corner, continued on Page 5



If Rhodes students are placed in a finan-
cial situation, Beverly Brooks, Assistant Di-
rector of Admissions says, “Colleges are not 
admitting students for one year, we’re admit-
ting you for four. If a family’s financial situ-
ation has changed drastically, it’s incredibly 
important to let the school know about it. 
Go to http://www.fastweb.com/. FastWeb has 
scholarships not just for high school students, 
but also for college students from freshmen 

to seniors--and even graduate students! It’s a 
great option for students who are struggling to 
make ends meet during college.” Brooks also 
says of the situation, “Last year, some Rhodes 
students went through a similar situation and 
thanks to the generosity of our trustees, our 
students were able to speak with our Director 
of Financial Aid and our Dean of Admissions 
and Financial Aid and work out an agree-
ment.” If you have any questions or concerns 
about your financial situation, please contact 
the financial aid office.  

Wednesday, October 13, 2009 News Page 5

Sou’wester
The

Tuition, continued from Page 1

By Ralph MacDonald
Editor in Chief

It was close to midnight in a Gainesville 
hospital, when Nurse Alex Halsey noticed 
concussed Florida quarterback Tim Tebow 
being shaken vigorously by his coach, Ur-
ban Meyer.  The quarterback was muttering 
frantically, a symptom of what Halsey ini-
tially believed was a religious experience by 
the notoriously spiritual Southern Baptist 
but realized otherwise when Coach Meyer 
yelled at her to leave the room.

“He was wild-eyed, almost panic-
stricken. I left immediately because Coach 
Meyer has such a forceful nature.”

But Halsey’s curiosity was piqued, 
and she waited outside, away from Meyer’s 
frightened sight.  From there she claimed 
she could hear Tebow’s feverish cry, repeat-
ing “it is an abomination…it is an abomi-
nation.”

The athlete was silent and asleep by 
the time Dr. McLouth arrived an hour lat-
er to administer a basic memory test, but 
Halsey’s story did lend credence to previ-
ously ignored rumors about a badly burned 
Filipino woman who had been attacking 
the messiah-like quarterback’s previously 
spotless reputation.

The woman claims the name Agoti 
Naguit, although it is impossible to confirm 
this because her fingerprints were burned 
off in the fire-bombing of her Filipino 
brothel, executed by five young thugs who 
were paid thirty American dollars apiece. 
Unable to speak because of the third degree 
burns that cover the entirety of her face, 
Naguit communicates by writing with an 
oversized pencil that she clutches between 
her index and middle finger.  Ever since her 
admittance into Philippine General Hospi-
tal in Manila this spring, Naguit has been 
writing what appeared to be a savage myth 
about Tebow, who spent his Spring Break in 
his Filipino birthplace preaching and aid-
ing in the circumcision of young boys.

Naguit claims that she met Tebow at 
her brothel, Ang Gubat (“The Jungle”), 
where a mysterious older friend of the quar-
terback had led Tebow, taking advantage of 
the former Heisman winner’s inability to 
think for himself.  It has long been known 
that Tebow’s intelligence amounts to that of 
a well-trained dog, and the deficiency seems 
to have finally cost him dearly in this case.

Before its sudden incineration, Ang Gu-
bat was a particularly depraved whorehouse, 
featuring men and women of all ages, in ad-
dition to a wide variety of exotic animals 

that are trained and shipped in monthly 
from Thailand. Naguit writes that the pi-
ous and virgin Tebow tried to leave imme-
diately, but his friend convinced him that 
they must stay for the sake of saving the 
souls of the prostitutes and patrons. Tebow 
relented, standing uncomfortably amongst 
a group of young boys while his friend went 
to talk to the establishment’s proprietor, a 
large Madame who Naguit calls “Sodomya 
Princess.”

Naguit does not know how or why 
Tebow’s jorts ended up on the head of a 
toothless fifty-year old hooker because she 
was busy with one of her regular clients. 
But when the former prostitute re-entered 
the parlor, she found the quarterback with a 
girl on his face and an adolescent orangutan 
sucking on his toes. 

 It has previously been underreported 
that Tebow had gone missing for three days 
during his trip to the Philippines, but it was 
swept under the rug since nobody besides 
Naguit knew he spent this time engaging 
in sex acts that have not been seen on this 
planet since Caligula’s death. In fact, the 
entire thing might have gone unnoticed if 
Halsey had not heard Tebow’s strange shar-
ing of his subconscious.

The fire-bombing of Ang Gubat re-
mains a mystery. It is probable that it was 
ordered by Meyer, Tebow’s family, or even 
the quarterback’s mysterious, whore-mon-
gering friend in an attempt to cover the 
tracks and protect Tebow’s choir-boy im-
age. The captured thugs who executed the 
fire-bombing have been tight-lipped when 
interrogated, and seem far more afraid of 
their employer than their captor. Tebow 
might have planned it himself, but that pos-
sibility seems unlikely given his low natu-
ral intelligence. City officials say that they 
currently believe the fire-bombings to be 
religiously motivated, possibly the result of 
the missionary work being done by fanati-
cal Southern Baptists. As for Tebow, he will 
forever be a cripple. A man can only dive so 
deep into the depths of depravity without 
losing all hope of ever seeing the surface 
again. Tebow is good enough at taking or-
ders that his façade of borderline divinity 
will be easily maintained in the public eye, 
but his subconscious is permanently fucked. 
He might win a National Championship, 
play in the National Football League, and 
marry a woman he loves, but his passion for 
these things will be mitigated by his con-
tinual longing for the degenerate pleasures 
at Ang Gubat.     

Editor’s thoughts: Tebow ill

By Chad Ahren
Director of Student Conduct

Each year, Honor Council publishes the results of the previous year’s cases so the Rho-
des Community can have an idea of what violations occurred and how they were sanctioned. 
Each case is considered on its own merits, so sanctions can vary between violations even if 
they appear to be similar cases. The Council takes its job extremely seriously and works to 
assign sanctions that will benefit both the College and the accused student. The ultimate 
goal is to promote a strong Rhodes Community and ensure the student understands his or 
her error and can move forward appropriately.

Maintaining Rhodes’ integrity

in the field which means travelling a lot to see the things that I want to teach and write 
about. Travel gets a little old sometimes, but what you see doesn’t get old and what you 
learn doesn’t get old.  So do I have a good life?  Yeah, I have very, very good students at 
Rhodes and I’m in constant contact with friends and colleagues around the country. I’ve 
been able to do things with my students here a lot of my colleagues have not been able 
to do in the way of research projects and teaching, which has been tremendously gratify-
ing.  So a good life?  Yeah, hell, I could always make more money, but I also knew what I 
was getting into when I went into this. My dad was a university professor, my mom was a 
librarian, and you don’t get into this if you want to make a ton of money.  I guess the lot-
tery’s there if you really wanna hit it rich.  But it’s an environment that is constantly full 
of challenges.  What I mean by that is that I don’t feel like I’m ever going to get to a stage 
where I feel like I can say I’ve mastered my particular corner of art history. There’s always 
more to know, there’s always others ways of knowing, there’s always other scholars and 
some of those are my students, whether they’re here at Rhodes or people who’ve gone on 
to the field who are going to have new and different things to say. My perspective is always 
going to be challenged, but at the same time what I like about what I do is that the work of 
art never changes. In some ways, with really great works of art, they’re inexhaustible.  So, 
as much as I feel like I’ve got a certain degree of proficiency in knowing this stuff, I always 
know that I’ve got more work to do. So a good life?  Yeah.  It satisfies a number of desires 
that I have as a person who, quite frankly, decided a long time ago that he wanted to be a 
lifelong learner, which I know is one of the goals of this institution…

Okay. For the last several years, I’ve been working on a book I’m calling “American 
Artists Against War” and it comes out of a monograph I wrote on a sculptor named Cliff 
Westermann that I was working on in the late nineties and the earliest years of this decade.  
Cliff Westermann had served in the Marine Corps in WWII and then Korea where he had 
seen extensive combat, saw very close friends die, sometimes in his arms, and he went on to 
produce some truly significant sculpture, and when I was sending that manuscript out to 
publishers, one of the responses I got was “This is a great, great study, but it’s too narrowly 
focused for a book, why don’t you write a book about the broader history of American 
artists during war.”  I thought, that’s a great idea, I’m going to finish my monograph first, 
because I’d invested a lot of time in that and I thought telling his story would actually get 
me to this broader story.  I finished that book [the monograph] which came out in 2004. 
Since then I’ve been writing articles about how art can serve as an effective vehicle of pro-
test against the violence of war.  In the Spring, I’ll be teaching a topics seminar that will 
start with Pablo Picasso’s famous work, Guernica, and I’ll use that as an anchor for a course 
moving back and forth talking about how artists chose to oppose war...  

I wish I had been a better student, as an undergraduate. I was a very good student in 
high school and then I got to college and there were no restraints anymore; there were a lot 
more things which were more interesting to do than showing up for class, frankly. And I 
wish I would have been more focused at that stage. I wish that I had had a degree of matu-
rity that, of course, I couldn’t have had until I had these experiences. I also wish I had done 
a semester abroad. When I was an undergraduate, I had a different set of priorities, one of 
which was to play soccer in the Fall. I had played in high school and I had played before 
then and I didn’t want to let that go; however, the time I spent there was time that could 
have been spent on school work. So, academically, one kind of continually rewrites one’s 
life based on one’s current set of interests. Those are a couple of regrets that are probably 
topical enough for Rhodes…

I guess I’d like to be thought of as somebody who had the wherewithal to treat students 
seriously enough to expect more from them than they expect from themselves.  That’s how 
I teach.  I want people to recognize that when they leave the classroom they may be a bet-
ter student than when they entered it and to recognize that they developed some skills and 
maybe some insights that they didn’t have before.  How I get them to do that is of course 
the classic debate about motivation, which differs from student to student.  I think look-
ing back on my career at Rhodes, whenever it is that I stop teaching at Rhodes, I’d like 
to really be able to walk away knowing that I made a difference and that part of making a 
difference in the students’ lives is helping them not just recognize how wonderful the arts 
can be, but how satisfying it is to begin to learn to interact with them with the kind of 
sophistication the arts demand.  But I think beyond that, training them to recognize that 
being educated is a constant struggle, but the rewards of that struggle far outweigh the 
amount of work that goes into it. In other words, that the work itself ends up benefiting 
you in ways that you just can’t anticipate or fully know or even measure while you’re going 
through that process…

Interview Corner, continued from Page 4
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By Jasmine Gilstrap, Staff Writer
Memphis native Jazmin Miller is no stranger to the stage. The Rhodes 

graduate has experience in acting as well as writing, directing, and teaching 
at various venues throughout Memphis and the surrounding areas. I had the 
pleasure of talking to the talented artist about her past projects and how they 
have affected her current performance piece, The Journey of Truth.

SW: Your background in theater goes back to your late childhood. 
What was your first performance like?

JM: My first experience in theatre was at the age of 12 at Germantown 
Community Theatre in a production of James and the Giant Peach. My 
scene was a grand total of 40 seconds long, and I got a kick out of every 
moment—we were running from a rhinoceros. After less than a minute of 
onstage glory, I watched the other hour and 29 minutes of the play from the 
back door of the theatre, knowing I wanted to do this the rest of my life.

SW: It sounds like that experience ultimately changed your life. 
JM: Well, that experience helped me come into being as a performer 

because it got my foot in the door. 
SW: Did your experience at Rhodes help to mold or shape your current 

performance piece?
JM: Rhodes indeed helped shape my current show in that my experi-

ence here helped shape how I approach theatre and the question of “what it 
means to be human.” The experiences in and outside of the classroom make 
you dig deeper in search of the truth about people, life and purpose, and in 
approaching Sojourner Truth, I had the same questions.

SW: You wrote the play Morning of Hope while you attended Rhodes. 
What was your inspiration for writing that?

JM: My inspiration for writing Morning of Hope began with a prayer 
of frustration to God concerning the racial climate at Rhodes and at large, 
the city of Memphis. However, that question of “what does it mean to be 
human” resurfaced. Frustration has nothing to do with being black and 

racism has nothing to do with being white—it has everything to do with 
being human. Racism, prejudice, frustration, and ignorance are just the hu-
man experience. This discovery inspired me to want to portray this truth in 
a healthy way that I hoped would start discussion and more attention to the 
matter. Morning of Hope was intimidating to write because it was my first 
play, but the experience got my foot in the door to writing. Therefore, The 
Journey of Truth was not as big of a leap.

SW: In The Journey of Truth, you play the role of Sojourner Truth.  
Of all the historical figures part of the Abolitionist movement, why did you 
choose her?

JM: Rather than me choosing her, I believe God chose me to portray 
her. Other than odd similarities, such as our heights—6 feet even—faith 
and personality quirks, she has come before me in a number of ways dur-
ing a time when I did not consider writing a one-woman show. I ran into 
random strangers who would mention her. I went to bed thinking about her 
legacy and woke up with more questions. The final straw was when a friend 
asked me to pick up a play at her house that she wanted me to read, and it 
was entitled A Woman Called Truth. Rather than saying “Hm...I think I’ll 
write a show,” I said, “Fine. I’ll accept what has been placed before me.”

SW: Similar to your revelation about this performance, some of your 
performances are related to the topics of race and religion. Are these two 
topics important aspects of your life?

JM: Race is important to me because it is one of the greatest rifts in 
this country. Faith is important to me because it is the greatest relationship I 
have. The relationship I share with God can mend the rift, among countless 
issues in our world. This is a strong undercurrent in The Journey of Truth. 
      SW: What are you hoping the audience will get out of your performance 
of the piece?

JM: Self-reflection, truth, and hope for each personal journey, simple 
as that.

Former student in one-woman show

By Ferdinand Doumic
Staff Writer
The Indie Memphis Film Festival started 

last week on Thursday. About 150 movies will be 
shown from October 8-15. If you are a cinema 
lover and don’t know about the Festival, or are 
unsure of what you can find there, you are at the 
right page. Erik Jambor is the Executive Direc-
tor of the Festival.  In a great interview, this film 
buff explained to us the interest of this Festival 
happening right down the street from our own 
campus.

Sou’Wester: To begin with, could you 
quickly describe the personality of the Indie 
Memphis Festival?

Erik Jambor: Well, the Fest is all about 
exploration and discovery. We try to create an 
environment where people can hopefully find 
their next favorite film. You might not have heard 
of most of the films, but something might peak 
your interest and then it may be a great personal 
discovery. Moreover, we really try to keep an inti-
mate access. We are not VIP and red carpets, it’s 
midtown Memphis! You will go for a film and 
the filmmaker will be there, and then you will be 
in the same tent having coffee together. So it is 
definitely a good place to connect with people.

SW: About you now, what did you do prior 
in your career that led you to being the executive 
director of a film festival?

EJ: I used to make films growing up, so I 
did films in elementary school and then I went to 
film school. After that, I came back to my home-
town and started doing editing for TV commer-
cials for bank and cell phone companies. I made 
a movie out of school, seven minutes long and 
submitted it to the festivals. For the first time, I 
went to one of those festivals. And I kept com-
ing back to my hometown telling those people 
about all those great films. But people would say, 

‘Well, stop ‘talking about those films because we 
will never see them.’ So my friends and I thought, 
‘Why not have our own festival?’ So in 1999 we 
created a festival in Birmingham. But we did not 
have money; we were just a bunch of kids trying 
to start up our own thing. On the other hand we 
were very insistent on what we thought it should 
be, not listening to consultants or experts. We 
kind of forced it along and created an event that 
ended up being what we wanted, but more appar-
ently, it was something the community responded 
to. So I ran this festival for eight years and grew 
that into a pretty well-known event. Then, look-
ing for other things to do, I left in 2006 and went 
to Bend Oregon to run a festival in 2007. Finally 
I came south again to Memphis, in order to work 
for the Memphis Indie Festival.

SW: So what goes into the preparation of an 
event like this?

EJ: Well, we work on it the whole year. One 
part of the year we run the festival, and the other 
part we work on the program. We have full time 
executive directors, and then other part time folks 
come to help with different pieces throughout the 
year. The preparation actually starts as early as the 
November after the festival. We then try to figure 
out funding and budget for next year. In January 
and February, we let people know we are looking 
for films. We get hundreds of films sent to us, and 
we have to figure out which ones we want show. 
In order to help us, we have people in the com-
munity that sign up to be on the screening com-
mittee, from students to retired folks that just 
like movies. They don’t have to be experts or any-
thing; they just watch the movies and give their 
feedback. Then we use those numbers to sort of 
call it down. It is important to us that there might 
be films that you love that the other people hated; 
but that is interesting! I don’t want a bunch of 
films that everybody thinks are okay. I want your 

favorite film to be showed and this other guy’s fa-
vorite film to be the next.

SW: Indeed, there are a lot of movies here. 
So what would be the ones, according to you, 
that are not to be missed?

EJ: We had a very strong opening night with 
a movie called That Evening Sun and Shooting 
Robert King, a narrative feature and a documen-
tary. Thinking about the college crowd, I think 
on Friday night there were two really interesting 
films. One was Stingray Sam at 7:45 p.m., which 
is a musical space western by Cory McAbee the 
other one is Alexander the Last, at 7:45 p.m., too, 
by Joe Swanberg, who is one of the leaders of the 
“mumble core” movement, an American do-it-
yourself kind of filmmaking with digital video. 
It’s very relationship-driven, about people like us 
living through, being themselves—really strong 
stuff! Alexander is his latest film, about a young 
married couple. The guy is in a band, the girl is an 
actress, and it deals with young marriage. More-
over, on Sunday at 1:00 p.m., he held a workshop 
about acting (non professional actors), and it’s 
free!

SW: What about students’ movies, do you 
have some of them?

EJ: Sure, there are student movies. There is 
not a student category because what was often 
happening was that the student works were better 
than the non-student works. Some students are 
from Memphis College, Rhodes, and students 
from other parts of the country, as well.

SW: Memphis has a particular relationship 
with music. So does the festival, right?

EJ: That is true. Memphis has this environ-
ment that has inspired all these musicians, and I 
think this energy is still happening with the local 

Indie Memphis director interview

By Jake Groves
Staff Writer

Friday night, Seattle’s singer-songwriter Da-
vid Bazan rolled into Memphis for a show at the 
Hi-Tone Café.  An acquaintance recommended 
I check him out and, although I had never heard 
of him, I thought I would give it a shot.

Here’s some background info on Dave for 
those of you who have no idea who he is. David 
Bazan was born in Seattle in 1976. Growing up, 
he played in several groups and started his first 
band, The Guilty a.k.a. Coolidge, in the early 
90’s. Although the project never found footing, 
Bazan’s next musical endeavor, Pedro the Lion, 
enjoyed some success from 1995 until they 
broke up in 2006. Bazan released four albums 
and several other EP’s with Pedro before they 
split.

After the breakup, Bazan embarked on a 
solo career which has so far included the album 
Curse Your Branches and the EP Fewer Moving 
Parts. Although Bazan assumes all creative re-
sponsibilities, he does recruit several friends to 
help him perform during live shows.

I arrived at the Hi-Tone Friday at nine, the 
time advertised on the website for the beginning 
of the show. However, the opening band, Say 
Hi, didn’t start playing until ten or ten-thirty. 
Here’s a tip to all show-goers: never arrive at a 
show on time. Give it an hour, unless you want 
a good seat or to try and make friends with other 
early-arrivers.

Say Hi, a three-piece that played Indie-
pop music, was mediocre as an opening band. 
The most excitement I got during the show 
was jumbling the letters of their name around. 
Here’s one of the rearrangements I came up 
with: Yashi (could be a cool name for a dog, or 
iguana). All in all, I believe it’s pretty sad if I 
am so distracted and bored during a set that I 
resort to word scrambles to pass the time. There 
were some fun-ish songs, though. “Pop Music of 
the Future,” a song off their second album, had 
a novel light-hearted feel that stood out among 
the others. Another song about futons caught 
my attention too, although I have not found out 
its name.

Slightly annoyed by Say Hi’s set, a luke-
warm crowd applauded David Bazan’s arrival 
on stage. Relative to Say Hi, Bazan and his 
troop of miscreants performed a spectacular 
show. The crowd stood out of their chairs, more 
and more people began arriving, and it felt like 
the initial two hours of blah might have been 
worthwhile. Personally, I enjoyed Bazan’s quirk-
iness, which took the form of an insouciant but 
knowing demeanor of a veteran and the several 
extemporaneous Q&A sessions he conducted 
with the audience throughout the show. The 
audiences receptiveness to these antics surprised 
me. Another refreshing idiosyncrasy that I nev-
er thought I would see at the Hi-Tone was that 
the Bazan Band drank water onstage instead of 
beer…weird.

All in all, this was the friendliest show I 
have seen at the Hi-Tone Café, and perhaps any-
where. I place David Bazan somewhere between 
the Wiggles and Bob Dylan: singing about ma-
ture topics like faith and politics, but doing so 
with a child’s curiosity. Despite a slow start, the 
night proved to be a success and I urge anybody 
who is into Indie rock to check Dave out.

David Bazan 
at Hi-Tone

Indie Memphis, continued on Page 7
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By Janie Logan
Arts & Entertainment Co-Editor

Watching the tug-of-war between the talk show hosts of late night has 
been almost as dramatic as a fictional series. And I’m not even bringing the 
recent Dave Letteman scandal into account.

Conan’s big move to The Tonight Show happened on schedule, having 
been announced five years ago. NBC didn’t want to lose Jay Leno to one of 
their network competitors, so they offered him The Jay Leno Show. Touted 
as “more of a variety program,” TJLS is actually just like The Tonight Show, 

except that he sits in an armchair 
next to his guests instead of across 
a desk from them. In the corner for 
CBS, The Late Show with David 
Letterman had been solidified in 
the ratings behind Leno for the past 
several years, but with the intro-
duction of Conan into the timeslot, 
Letterman has become the main-
stream choice and detracted view-
ers from TTS.

So how to make sense of this 
crowded evening programming? 
Plus, you have to factor in Late 
Night with Jimmy Fallon and The 
Late Late Show with Craig Fergu-
son, as well as Jimmy Kimmel Live, 
although that’s barely worth men-
tioning. And what about Carson 
Da…..never mind. Each host has 
his own strengths that offer viewers 
amusing entertainment in different 
ways.

Jay Leno. I’ve never liked him 
very much. If I have to highlight his 
best quality, I’d say that he seems 
to be a very nice guy, and people in 
Hollywood enjoy coming on his 

show. You can always tell when a guest doesn’t want to be there because the 
conversation does not flow naturally at all. Whatever questions they were 
asked in pre-interview get repeated so that the person can tell a funny story, 
and then it’s over. Leno is able to connect with people so that they look like 
they’re having a good time. The best moment I’ve ever seen on TTS was 
when he and Paul Newman raced around his studio in little boxcars.

Left to his own devices, however, Leno just doesn’t make me laugh. 
Case in point: the Writers’ Guild Strike back in 2007 was a dark time for 
television. With the writers on the picket line fighting for their share of the 
network royalties, all the late night talk shows shut down production for 
a couple of months. When they came back on the air (in an effort to at 
least save the jobs of the non-writing staff), the hosts had to prove their 
own worth, as they were not having material written for them. Leno was 
hopeless. His monologues were like amateur stand-up and he interviewed 
obscure guests.

His opponent, Dave Letterman, managed to be amusing in the midst 
of the WGA strike. He came back with a bushy “strike beard,” and made 
due with the crippling conditions until his writers signed new contracts and 
returned. Letterman has a great interview style. He does not necessarily tell 
the funniest jokes, or have the funniest gags, but he has a sarcastic wit that 
makes him entertaining. Sure, he’s noted for making waves in his inter-
views, where he sometimes upsets his guests by asking them questions they 

would rather avoid. He even made Paris Hilton cry (although that gives him 
major points in my book). But those gossip-worthy events—Joaquin Phoe-
nix’s interview, anybody?—are the exception rather than the rule. Most of 
the time, he just has conversations with people and presents a quieter, more 
intelligent humor than the other hosts. In recent memory, my favorite TLS 
moments: when U2 was his musical guest for an entire week, one night 
presenting a very funny Top 10, and when he interviewed Jennifer Garner 
while battling a bad sore throat.

Jimmy Kimmel, the only late-night entertainer for ABC, doesn’t enter 
the battle between TTS and TLS in any real way. Most of the time, I forget 
he’s even there. But I do want to mention his widely-seen viral videos, “F-ing 
Matt Damon,” and “F-ing Ben Affleck,” that should go down in late-night 
history for their cleverness. The first one put Kimmel’s then-girlfriend, Sarah 
Silverman, with his pseudo-nemesis, Matt Damon, and was followed up by 
a love song between Kimmel and Matt Damon’s long-time best friend, Ben 
Affleck. The second video also featured memorable cameos from Harrison 
Ford, Brad Pitt, Josh Groban, and many more.

Conan O’Brien served as the host of Late Night for 16 years. Before 
that, he was an unknown, just working as a writer for The Simpsons, when 
NBC’s legendary comedy producer, Lorne Michaels, saw something special 
in him. Conan has many endearing qualities—he is a goofball most of the 
time, from his string dance to his willingness to make a fool of himself with 
crazy voices/faces/actions. He is also very self-deprecating, constantly mak-
ing fun of himself for his unusually resilient coifed red hair, and for being 
the tallest, skinniest, palest man on the planet. A few years ago, he even had 
a running joke that he looked like a woman, when he discovered a large 
fanbase in Finland, and his resemblance to their old, female president.

Since moving to TTS, Conan has toned his wacky humor down, de-
spite his assurances that he wouldn’t. His audience has always consisted 
more of the younger, college-aged demo because he was on so late at night. 
Those fans have gone with him to his earlier gig, but Conan has had dif-
ficulty retaining Leno’s audience—especially the older crowd. And, in his 
efforts to appeal to that wider audience, I find myself slightly alienated from 
him now because I don’t see as much of the physical humor I have always 
loved. Still, he is my favorite of the hosts for a number of reasons. In addi-
tion to the aforementioned qualities, he also has drummer Max Weinberg, 
the funniest and best-integrated leader of all the late night bands. He stands 
out above Dave’s Paul and Leno’s Kevin, both of whom do little more than 
laugh at their bosses’ jokes, whereas Max is frequently featured in the joke 
segments, along with the mustachioed trombonist La Bamba.

The best moments of Conan are too many to mention, but the absolute 
highlights would be the Walker Texas Ranger Lever and, in remarkable 
contrast to the other late night hosts, the way he kept his show going without 
writers during the strike (fun with a zip line!).

Craig Ferguson, the lovable Scottish host of TLLS, has only in the 
last year or so emerged as a true host with his own style. He manages to 
make his foreigner-in-America cultural shtick consistently amusing, and his 
monologues are the best of all the hosts because they are so natural. His 
timeslot competition is the newbie of the group, Jimmy Fallon, who has 
brought something unique to Late Night after Conan’s move. He knows 
not many people watch him, but it doesn’t seem to bother him. He likes 
to play games with his guests or learn fun skills from them (workout tips 
from Jessica Biel, choreography from So You Think You Can Dance Season 
5 winner, Jeanine).

 Then again, you don’t necessarily have to navigate the network 
late night programming. You can instead choose the Comedy Central alter-
native: intelligent political satire delivered by two of the funniest men alive, 
Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert. Or, if you’re like me, you just bounce 
from one to the other depending on the guests appearing that night.

World of late night talk shows

Photo courtesy of Entertainment Weekly

Dave Letterman, known 
for his ‘Top 10’ and his 
willingness to ask tough, 
uncomfortable questions 
of his guests, has been 
on the late night scene 
since the days of Johnny 
Carson.

filmmakers. There are a number of music films. 
We had the premiere of Whiddle Groove on Sun-
day at 5:15 p.m., about the soul music scene in 
Seattle in the 70s. We also had a documentary 
called Melodrama at 3:15 p.m. on Sunday. Then 
we have Robyn Hitchcock, the British singer-
songwriter closing the festival on Thursday. So we 
try to keep music integrated. When you go to see 
a film, there might be a musician playing before 
the film starts; or when you are waiting at the café 
for a film, there might be somebody playing.

SW: What about the music video showcase?
EJ: The music video showcase provides lo-

cal music video filmmakers to put their work on 
a bigger screen. So basically, there will be great 
local music with custom pieces done by local 
filmmakers. Then we went to the Shell on Friday 
night, where the 1968 Elvis special was shown 
on a 20-foot screen. So it looked and sounded re-
ally fantastic. If some people do not care about 
independent film, they might want to see Elvis, 
right? What we did this year, because the music 
was so important to us, is that we asked all the 
directors to tell us what one album influenced 

them that they want to introduce to other peo-
ple. In the program, you will have their bio and 
their album recommendation. So you might like 
somebody’s film, but you may never heard of the 
album. Then go check it out because, if you liked 
their film, you may like their favorite album. We 
also had the Alloy Orchestra come on Monday, 
world famous as the best at live accompaniment 
of silent films. They write original scores and play 
them live. So we are playing Buster Keaton’s The 
General, for example.

Indie Memphis, continued from Page 6 THIS WEEK IN 
ENTERTAINMENT
New Movie Releases:

10/16/09
Where the Wild Things Are
Law Abiding Citizen
The Stepfather

Television Highlights 
(10/14-10/20):

So You Think You Can Dance, 
Wednesday, 7 pm, FOX. 

Law & Order: Special Victims 
Unit. Wednesday, 8 pm, NBC. 
Scott Foley guest stars.

The Office, Thursday, 8 pm, NBC. 

Private Practice, Thursday, 9 pm, 
ABC. A Grey’s Anatomy crossover 
with Chandra Wilson guest-
starring as Dr. Bailey.

Ugly Betty, Friday, 8 pm, ABC. 
Season 4 premiere.

Desperate Housewives, Sunday, 8 
pm, ABC. 

Brothers & Sisters, Sunday, 9 pm, 
ABC. 

Mad Men, Sunday, 9 pm, AMC.

How I Met Your Mother, Monday, 
7 pm, CBS.

Gossip Girl, Monday, 8 pm, The 
CW. Firefly’s Gina Torres guest 
stars.

Castle, Monday, 9 pm, ABC. 

Heat Wave, which is now 
available in actual bookstores.

NCIS, Tuesday, 7 pm, CBS.

The Good Wife, Tuesday, 9 pm, 
CBS.

Sons of Anarchy, Tuesday, 9 pm, 
FX.
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Sou’wester
The

By Andrew Mullins Williams 
A year ago, the Tennessee Titans were 5-0, on top of the AFC South, and supporting one of the 

best defenses in the league. 365 days later, the Titans find themselves 0-5 and locked in the basement 
of their division.

Who is to blame? 
The easy answer is the defense. In 2008, the defense was a top 10 unit in the league. It gave up a 

little over 14 points a game, had 44 sacks, and 11 interceptions. One year removed, and the Titans are 
on pace to give up 27 points per game. They have no defensive touchdowns, and only four intercep-
tions. In three out of five games this year they have given up at least 31 points and if it wasn’t for a 
strong effort against the Steelers in week one, the total points per game would be much higher. 

Perhaps the biggest reason to the Titans struggle comes from the absence of Albert Haynesworth. 
Haynesworth signed a contract with the Washington Redskins worth $100 million over seven years 
during the offseason. He led the Titans in 2008 with 8.5 sacks, but more importantly he demanded 
the attention of opposing teams. He was consistently double and triple teamed, thus providing gaps for 
his teammates to break through. 

The other troubling aspect of the Titans defense comes from the secondary. Anchored by all-pro 
cornerback Cortland Finnegan and safety Michael Griffin, the Tennessee Titans were supposed to 
have one of the best defenses against the passing attack in the league. However, against the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, the Titans gave up a grand total of 305 passing yards. Last week against the Indianapolis 
Colts it got worse, as the Titans gave up 309 passing yards. Granted, Finnegan was bothered by a sore 
hamstring and had to sit out of both games, but even so, there is no excuse for giving up that kind of 

passing yardage. 
As when every team struggles, the most popu-

lar man on the team is the backup quarterback. For 
the Titans that would be Vince Young. However, 
Jeff Fisher the Titans head coach said that he had no 
intention of replacing Kerry Collins and that he be-
lieved that Collins gave the team the best chance of 
winning.

Perhaps there is some wisdom to what Fisher is 
saying. The offense, despite not scoring early, has put 
up some decent numbers. Running back Chris John-
son has over 400 yards rushing and Kerry Collins (de-
spite his interceptions) has six total touchdowns. 

Defensive end Jevon Kearse said, “Whatever 
we’re doing, we’re doing as a team. We’ve been losing 
together, but we’ve been doing it as a team. There’s a 
lot of stuff we need to do that we haven’t been doing 
yet.”

Everyone knows that the Titans need to figure it 
out soon, because they are sliding out of contention 
fast in the AFC South. 

Titans lose, fall to 0-5

By Gordon Chadwick 
Here are a few notes from the NFL after the 

first five weeks of the season.
Brett Favre has gotten a lot of publicity this 

year, but fellow old men Darren Sharper and 
London Fletcher have been producing at ex-
tremely high levels so far. The Saints’ Sharper, 
in his 13th season, has already picked off a league 
leading five passes this season and even managed 
to return two of them for touchdowns. Twelve 
year pro London Fletcher of the Washington 
Redskins already has 59 tackles, seven more than 
any other player.

The Bengals are 4-1 and could very well be 
5-0 if it wasn’t for a miracle pass that went in the 
Broncos favor in week one. Sure they struggled in 
week 4 to put away the lowly Browns, but a win 
over the defending champs is nothing to scoff at. 
Neither is a comeback against the Ravens. Cedric 
Benson has finally stopped boating and driving 
while intoxicated and is reminding people why 
he was drafted 4th overall in 2005. 

The Saints can do it all. Can they do it all 
at once? They caught everyone’s eye the first two 
weeks by lighting up the Lions and the Eagles 
through the air for a total of nine passing touch-
downs and 669 yards. However, Brees hasn’t 
thrown a TD in the past two weeks. Instead, the 

Saints have won with strong defense and good 
running. After their week 5 bye, the Saints will 
need to put it all together when they face the un-
defeated Giants.

Maybe Josh McDaniels isn’t such an idiot, 
after all (though I’m still convinced he is a tool). 
The Broncos are 5-0 after his poor handling of 
the Jay Cutler situation led to Cutler’s depar-
ture. After five games, replacement Kyle Orton 
has played very efficiently and the Broncos have 
played stellar defense, allowing only 8.6 points 
a game. Of course, it’s a lot easier to play great 
defense when you get to play the Oakland Raid-
ers and the Cleveland Browns. However, this 
past week’s game against the Patriots was a big 
statement for the Broncos since they finally beat a 
team with a good quarterback.

Terrell Owens has been awfully silent so 
far. He only has 12 catches this season with four 
drops. Of course, no other wide receiver on the 
Bills has more than 12 catches on the year. Per-
haps the blame ought not to be placed on Owens, 
but instead on Trent Edwards or the offensive line 
that can’t seem to buy Edwards any time and has 
already allowed 18 sacks. In either case, the best 
passing attack on this team seemly comes from 
punter Brian Moorman who is 2-2 for 44 yards 
and two touchdowns in the past two seasons.

NFL news and notes

By Andrew Mullins Williams
The New York Yankees will face 

the Los Angeles Angels in the American 
League Championship Series starting on 
Wednesday. While the Yankees were cer-
tainly favored to beat the Twins, they used 
timely hitting and strong starting pitch-
ing to do so. C.C Sabathia, Andy Pettite, 
and A.J. Burnett all had ERA’s lower than 
2.00. In fact, the most runs any pitcher 
gave up was only two—and that was Phil 
Hughes. On the other side of the ball, the 
Yankees bats came alive. Jorge Posada and 
Derek Jeter both hit over .300 and Alex 
Rodriquez led the way with two homeruns 
and six RBIs. 

 The Angels were the surprise 
team by beating the Red Sox three games 
to none. However, it was not that they 
won, but the manner in which they did 
that was so surprising. Led by John Lackey 
(0.00 ERA) and Jered Weaver (1.23 ERA), 
the Angels pitched their way to victory in 
games one and two. However, Scott Ka-
zmir got shelled in game three and the 
Angels needed a three run rally in the 9th 
inning to earn the victory. Bobby Abreu 
led the way with a .556 batting average, 
but it was a different hero each night for 
the Angels. 

 This series should prove to be 
very entertaining, as the Angels must con-
tinue with strong starting pitching and try 
to keep the Yankees in the ballpark. Alex 
Rodriquez is the key to this issue. If he 
goes cold, the rest of the New York offense 
could follow. Pitching is another impor-
tant issue the Yankees must address. C.C 
Sabathia led the way in the Twins series, 
but real question is the rest of the pitching 
staff. Andy Pettite has been destroyed by 
the Angels this year (0-2 7.88 ERA), and 
who will pitch in a game four situation? 
For the Angels, they must continue their 
different-hero-every-night approach. They 
hold the record for the most players with 
100 hits and have nine players with at least 
60 runs scored. The season series between 
these two clubs is tied 5-5. Most people 

predict this series going seven games and 
knowing these two clubs, it probably will.

The other Championship Series will 
have the Los Angeles Dodgers facing the 
Philadelphia Phillies. The Dodgers swept 
the St Louis Cardinals in three games.Vi-
cente Padilla gave up no runs in seven in-
nings of work and Clayton Kershaw had 
an ERA of 2.70. Shortstop Rafael Furcal 
and left fielder Manny Ramirez both hit 
over .300. Right fielder Andre Ethier led 
the way with a batting average of .500 and 
two homeruns.  

 The Phillies will be coming off 
a series victory over the Colorado Rock-
ies. On defense, the Phillies got two tre-
mendous starts from Cliff Lee and their 
usually suspect bullpen managed to close 
out games. However, it was their powerful 
offense that stole the show. Six players hit 
over .300 as first baseman Ryan Howard 
and left fielder Raul Ibanez each had at 
least five RBIs. Right fielder Jayson Werth 
led the way with two homeruns and Chase 
Utley scored five runs and had a .429 bat-
ting average. 

 This series is a rematch of last sea-
son’s NLCS. Last year the Phillies beat the 
Dodgers in five games and will be looking 
for a repeat again this year. The main con-
cern for the Dodgers is the bullpen.  The 
Dodgers have a solid core of relievers that 
led the league in ERA, but they also had 
26 blown saves. However, what will ulti-
mately decide this series is how the Dodg-
ers control the power of the Philadelphia 
Phillies. The Phillies are one of the most 
powerful hitting teams from the left side 
of the plate in baseball history--only the 
1929 Phillies had more left handed hitters 
with 30 homeruns. Ryan Howard, Chase 
Utley, and Raul Ibanez will ultimately de-
cide the fate of this series. If they get hot 
and start hitting homeruns, especially with 
men on base, then it could be a long series 
for the Dodgers. However, if the Dodgers’ 
strong starting pitching can hold them in 
check, a series victory for Los Angeles is 
very likely. 

Championship previews

Photo courtesy of Scott A. Miller, US Presswire

Head Coach Jeff Fisher looks on as 
his Tennessee Titans drop to 0-5

Field Hockey beats Hendrix
By Chelsea McLeod

The Lynx field hockey team added another win to their record against SCAC competitor 
Hendrix on Saturday. After the last few weeks of being on the road, the team scored their second 
win on their home turf. Despite the soggy field conditions, the Lynx managed to outshoot the 
Warriors and fight through the slow field by taking advantage of possession—especially during 
the second half. The Lynx came out strong with several opportunities around the cage. They got a 
strong offensive push with the support of midfielders Charlie Wagner and Marie Mason. Defend-
ers Sara Sanders and Rachel Webb made tough defensive efforts and strong clears on the Warriors’ 
penalty corners that aided goaltender Meghan Cullen in another shutout.

The score remained 0-0 until late in the first half when forward Lindsey Gurkovich tapped 
in a hard hit from Charlie Wagner at the top of the circle; giving the Lynx the lead they would not 
relinquish. 

 A majority of the first half was an evenly possessed battle in the midfield, with both teams 
making few offensive attacks until the second period when the Lynx managed to gain control of 
the game. The Warriors’ strong free-hits challenged the Lynx squad and accounted for most of 
the ball movement for Hendrix. The field hockey team travels to Virginia, with a record of 7-2, 
this weekend to compete against several NCAA Division III Tournament competitors, including 
Lynchburg, Washington & Lee, and Bridgewater. 


