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|
ACT |

Scene 1: 5:00 Monday afternoon, in the living room of Ronelle
Williams’ house in Brookhaven, Mississippi

| Scene 2. 8:00 p.m., the following Saturday
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ACT I

Scene 1: The carnival grounds, about 3:00 p.m, July the Fourth
Scene 2: Several minutes later

Scene 3: That evening

SpeC|aI thanks to Mrs. Ruth Becker, grandmother of the playwright, for the loan of her red
antebellum dress.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR:

JULIA EWING is a Theatre and Media Arts Department faculty member and
has staged the McCoy’s production of THE CHILDREN'S HOUR, as well as THE
CRUCIBLE, THE CHALK GARDEN, and THE TAMING OF THE SHREW. Also
a talented actress, she has appeared as Ruth in THE HITCHHIKERS last season.
In seasons past, she was Alma Winemillerin SUMMER AND SMOKE and her
NICHOLAS NICKLEBY roles included Fanny Squeers, Miss Snevelicci and Peg
Sliderskew. (She was also an Associate Director on that one.) She spent a part
of this past summer directing AMADEUS for the Town and Country Playhouse
in Salem, New Hampshire. Other theatres have seen her stagings of such plays
as EXTREMITIES and THE ME NOBODY KNOWS. Her many roles elsewhere
' include Kate in THE TAMING OF THE SHREW, Helena in A MIDSUMMER
NIGHT S DREAM (directed by Ellis Rabb) and roles in SISTER MARY IGNATIUS EXPLAINS IT ALL FOR
YOU, SCHUBERT'S LAST SERENADE, LOOSE ENDS and, more recently, the premier of Larry King’s
newest play, GOLDEN SHADOWS.
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THE MISS FIRECRACKER
CONTEST, written by Beth
Henley, was first pro-
duced in Los Angeles at
the Victory Theatre in
the spring of 1980. One
of The Ten Best Plays of
1983-84, it has moved
from regional theatres to
the Manhattan Theatre
Club and enjoyved a long
(extended) off-Broadway
run. Henley's writing
centers around smalltown
life, and she has been
compared to such writers
as Eudora Welty,
Tennessee Williams and
Flannery O'Connor. Born
in Jackson, Mississippi,
she is a product of the
Sciithern life: "In nmy
house, people were more
Bedie Hlendey ooty op Wil Morvis Agrines inclined to sit around
the kitchen table and
talk than to watch TV." Her best known play, CRIMES OF THE
HEART, was a Pulitzer Prize-winning play, making Beth Henley
the first female in twenty-three vyears to win a Pulitzer
Prize for drama. 1In 1986, Henley wrote three screenplavs,
NOBODY'S FOOL, TRUE STORIES and CRIMES OF THE HEART, which
won Henley an Oscar anomination for best screenplay
adaptation. All of these hold true to her smalltown life
theme, focusing on Buckseye Basin, Arizona; Virgil, Texas;
and Hazlehurst, Mississippi, and it 1s Henley's unique
combination of humor and day-to-day life which creates her
interesting smalltown characters. She received a B.F.A.
from Southern Methodist University and took a vyear
of graduate work at the University of Illinois at
Champaign. She now lives in Los Angeles with director/
actor, Stephen Tobolowsky, and continues to write.
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