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President Troutt addressing the Memphis Rotary, 
wearing a bowtie that belonged to the late Sen. 
Paul Simon 

Affirming Experiences 
By President William E. Troutt 

I
wo  recent experiences have reinforced my conviction that Rhodes is 
on the right track. 

The first was a Lumina Foundation conference on college costs in 
Washington, DC. At that meeting I had the privilege of talking about 
both the work of the Congressional Commission on College Costs, 
which I chaired several years ago, and our current Rhodes Student 
Associate program which redefines student work in ways that benefit 
both the student and the college. 

The conference highlight was an address by New York Times foreign 
affairs correspondent Thomas Friedman, author of The World Is Flat. 
Both the book and his presentation underscore the challenges of 
preparing young people for a global society. As Friedman reminded us, 

"There is no such thing anymore as an American job," and, "Today you 
can innovate without immigrating." In a world where "innovation will be 
on steroids," the single most important attribute for success will be the 
ability to learn continually—to develop "a lifelong passion for learning." 
That passion comes in part from having professors of the same great 
caliber you remember from your days at Rhodes. 

I had the chance to ask Friedman what he thought should be the key 
component of a college curriculum designed to help students compete 
effectively in the future. He believes the key is helping students learn to 

"think horizontally" and make connections among seemingly disparate kinds of knowledge. He was describing 
in a nutshell the heart of our new curriculum and what we value most about student learning at Rhodes. 

My second affirming experience has been serving on the Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship 
Commission, a bipartisan panel charged by Congress and President Bush with recommending a program 
to expand greatly the opportunity for American college students to study abroad, with special emphasis on 
studying in developing nations. The commission recently issued a report that brings to life the vision of the 
late Sen. Paul Simon, who worked with Congress to create the Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship 
Program. Simon envisioned millions of American undergraduates studying abroad and carrying the name and 
values of Lincoln with them. 

Our report establishes a 10-year goal of 1 million college students studying abroad annually. Why is study 
abroad necessary? Because, as Friedman reminds us, the world is flat. Because, as the Lincoln Commission 
report states, "For their own future and that of the nation, college graduates today must be internationally 
competent." Because local economies are no longer local. It is increasingly difficult to identify American 
companies or organizations that don't rely on some type of international relationship. One in six American jobs 
is now tied to international trade. 

Thinking more broadly, what nations don't know can and does hurt them. Our lack of knowledge about 
Vietnam hurt us. Our lack of knowledge about the Middle East plagues us today. Our lack of knowledge about 
China and India will undermine our future. In foreign affairs, national security and commerce, what we do not 
know exacts a heavy toll. 

Thinking about all that is happening in the world today affirms for me the wisdom of our faculty in adopting 
a curriculum that will ensure that all graduates are proficient in a second language and have the ability to view 
the world from more than one cultural perspective. I hope that after you read about the new curriculum in this 
issue you will share my conviction that our students will fare forward well prepared to thrive in this exciting 
new world.  III 
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Jameson Jones and Ellen Armour 

S)4
1:1

11
9 

xo
j 
N

U
M

" 

CAMPUS NEWS 

Armour Receives New Jameson Jones Award 
Dr. Ellen Armour, the R.A. Webb Professor of Religious Studies at Rhodes, 

is the 2005 recipient of the Jameson M. Jones Award for Outstanding Faculty 
Service. The award, which honors a current faculty member who has rendered 
exemplary service and provided leadership to the Rhodes community, was 
presented during the college's Opening Convocation August 24. 

The Jameson M. Jones Outstanding Faculty Service Award continues a 
practice of recognizing faculty service begun by the Charles E. Diehl Society in 
1988. Armour is the first recipient of the Jameson M. Jones Award and the 18th 
faculty member to be recognized for outstanding service. Dr. Jameson M. Jones 
'36, who served as professor of moral philosophy and dean of the college from 
1955-71, attended the opening convocation. 

"The award is conferred by the college to recognize the critical importance of 
service in the work of the faculty," according to Dr. Robert Llewellyn, dean of 
the college. "It highlights a dimension of engagement within this community 
that is vital to the college's well-being. It recognizes an exemplary level of 
achievement, and it celebrates what we value." 

Armour, who holds a B.A. degree in humanities from Stetson University and 
M.A. and Ph.D degrees in theology from Vanderbilt University, joined the 
faculty in 1991. While chairing the Religious Studies Department, she served 
as interim chair for the Philosophy Department. She also has served as chair 
of Women's Studies at Rhodes. Her research centers on contemporary theology 
and culture, with a particular focus on issues of gender, race and sexuality. 
She is author of Deconstruction, Feminist Theology and the Problem of Difference: 
Subverting the Race/Gender Divide (The University of Chicago Press, 1999). 

In 1998, Armour received the college's Clarence Day Award for Outstanding 
Teaching. Her commitment to service is seen in her work on several major 
faculty and administrative committees, and in the words of one of her 
colleagues: 

"Dr. Armour patiently and persistently worked with the Faculty Executive 
Committee (which she chaired) and then the faculty in revising standards, 
policies and procedures governing faculty tenure and promotions. Her work was 
guided by her understanding of faculty scholarly development in the context of 
a liberal arts institution. She sought consensus on positions that challenged all 
those who worked on this matter." 

As chair of the Faculty Executive 
Committee, she also worked as 
chair of the Presidential Taskforce 
to recruit and retain the best Rhodes 
faculty. 

"This work along with her work 
as a member of the Standards and 
Standing and Curriculum committees, 
the Dean's Council and other 
administrative assignments has made 
this college more understanding, 
more generous, more tolerant and 
more creative," said Llewellyn. 

Sharp, Warmack Named Associate Deans 
Timothy W. Sharp, Elizabeth Gay 

Daughdrill Professor in the Fine Arts 
and chair of the music department at 
Rhodes, has been appointed associate 
dean of academic affairs for fine arts 
development. In this position he 
will provide leadership and program 
development for the Center for 
Outreach in the Development of 
the Arts (CODA), a program funded 
earlier this year by a $4,984,804 grant 
from the Robert and Ruby Priddy 
Charitable Trust of Wichita Fall, TX. 

The program was established to  

foster creativity and develop students' 
skills, regardless of experience or 
major, while instilling a passion 
for quality and appreciation of 
the universal importance of the 
arts. Under the program, there are 
opportunities to enhance and enrich 
through the fine arts the experience 
of all Rhodes students in the college's 
interdisciplinary humanities programs. 
In addition, they will have access 
to newly-designed courses blending 
fine arts and other disciplines, such 
as music and physics, and they will 

experience fine arts programs and 
performances, along with in-class 
study. 

Sixteen students each year—four 
per class—form the nucleus of 
the CODA program. Each will 
contribute in various ways outside 
the classroom—through service, 
work and research—to strengthen 
appreciation of the fine arts. Some 
might teach the arts in local schools 
in traditional ways or in ways to blend 
arts and other subjects such as using 
music to teach mathematics. Others 
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Paul Sinclair '07 

Tim Sharp 

might assist local arts organizations 
in a range of ways—cataloguing 
collections, preparing descriptive 
information about particular 
programs, helping to prepare pre-
collegiate students or other audiences 
for specific program offerings. 

At Rhodes, CODA scholars 
undertake leadership and 
administrative functions to help 
create a rich fine arts environment 
on campus. They help administer 
visiting artist programs, performances, 
exhibits and fine arts festivals, and 
work with community fine arts 
partners. Upperclass students will 
help guide and train less experienced 

z 

Dwaun Warmack 

students. 
Like students participating in other 

leadership programs at Rhodes, CODA 
Scholars benefit from leadership 
training, faculty mentoring and 
community involvement focused on 
the fine arts in Memphis. They attend 
regular sessions to study models of 
leadership and to develop personal 
and shared goals. They also facilitate 
leadership activities and arts events 
both on and off campus and share their 
learning experiences in a variety of 
formal and informal settings. 

As associate dean of students, 
Dwaun Warmack creates 
co-curricular and educational  

opportunities on issues of diversity 
and multiculturalism and supervises 
the directors for Greek Life and 
Alcohol and Drug Education, 
Multicultural Affairs, and Student 
Activities and Orientation. 

Warmack comes to Rhodes from 
Western Carolina University, where 
he was associate director of the 
University Center and director of 
programs. Prior to that he served as 
the director of Multicultural Affairs 
and the Multicultural Center. 

Warmack also held positions at 
Delta State University in Mississippi 
including serving as senior financial 
aid counselor. He holds a bachelor 
of science degree and a master of 
education degree from Delta State 
University and currently is pursing a 
doctorate of education from WCU. 

Warmack has several professional 
development affiliations including 
serving on committees for the 
Southern Association for College 
Student Affairs. In 2004, he 
received its New Professional Award. 
Last summer he was selected for 
and attended the Mid-Mangers 
Institute sponsored by the National 
Association of Student Personnel 
Administrators (NASPA). 

Sinclair Receives 
Rhodes junior and physics major Paul 

Sinclair has received a Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) Scholarship 
aimed at inspiring the next generation 
of scientists and engineers while 
promoting technological breakthroughs 
in the war on terror. As a DHS Scholar, 
Sinclair receives full tuition, a monthly 
stipend for nine months and a paid 
summer internship at a DHS-approved 
facility. Nearly 700 applications were 
received for review by a panel of science 
and technology experts, and this year's 
130 award recipients include students 
from 32 states. 

DHS Scholarship 
Sinclair, who applied for the DHS 

scholarship last February says, "I'm 
obviously very happy to receive the 
award, and I look forward to working 
for America in new and exciting ways 
next summer." Sinclair will be eligible 
to request a one-year renewal for his 
senior year. 

A Whitehouse, OH, native, Sinclair 
is an officer in the Society of Physics 
Students at Rhodes and has a double 
minor in mathematics and psychology. 
When he is not in the lab or working 
on problem sets, he is rowing on the 
Mississippi River with the crew team. 
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Beyond Rhodes, Sinclair races 
	

U.S. nationals, and last summer 	of his cars appeared on the cover of the 

	

and designs radio controlled cars 
	

Sinclair finished in the top 60 drivers 
	

November 2005 issue of R/C Car. 

	

internationally. A car he and his 	at the IFMAR Off-Road World 

	

father designed recently won the 
	

Championships in Collegno, Italy. One 

For Our Friends Affected by the Storms 
Our thoughts and hopes remain with our alumni/ae, 

students, parents and friends from the Gulf Coast area 
who suffered from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. After 
Katrina, Rhodes enrolled 20 students from Tulane 
University and continues to provide personal attention 
and counseling to our 113 students from the affected 
areas. Many Rhodes students, faculty and staff continue to 
contribute to the relief efforts with needed goods, money 
and time. Some students spent fall break helping with 
cleanup along the coast. 

If you are a Rhodes graduate from the Gulf Coast 
area who has lost your Rhodes diploma due to hurricane 
damage, you may order a new one at no charge from the 

Office of the Registrar. If you order now, your diploma 
will be ready in May. 

E-mail registrar@rhodes.edu  with the following 
information: name, graduation year, degree, mailing 
address and contact information (e-mail address or phone 
number). You may also write: Registrar, Rhodes College, 
2000 N. Parkway, Memphis, TN 38112. 

Gulf Coast alumni/ae, parents and friends displaced 
by the hurricanes are urged to send their current contact 
information to La Banks, Rhodes College Development 
Services, 2000 N. Parkway, Memphis, TN 38112 or e- 

mail banksl@rhodes.edu . 

Remembering Dr. Cynthia Marshall 
Cynthia Marshall, chair of the 

Rhodes College Department of 
English who held the Connie Abston 
Chair of Literature, died August 20, 
2005. She was 51. 

Marshall, a professor at Rhodes 
since 1985, was a summa cum laude 
graduate of Roanoke College, held 
a M.S. in library science from the 
University of North Carolina and 
earned her M.A. and Ph.D. at the 
University of Virginia. 

At Rhodes, Marshall was the first 
professor to win both of the highest 
honors bestowed on faculty: the Day 
Award for Outstanding Teaching, 
in 1990, and the Day Award for 
Research and Creativity, in 1996. 

Marshall was the first woman to 
have been appointed president of 
Rhodes' British Studies at Oxford 
summer study-abroad program, in 
which she taught numerous times. 
Also at Rhodes, Marshall served as a 
faculty-elected member of the Rhodes 
Board of Trustees during the 1992-
1993 acadernic,year. 

Marshall was the 1999 recipient of 
the Excellence in Teaching Award 
from the South Atlantic Association 
of Departments of English. She also 
received several fellowships from 
the Folger Shakespeare Library 
in Washington, DC, for summer 
research. A member of the editorial 
board of the journal Shakespeare 
Quarterly and an elected trustee of the 
Shakespeare Association of America, 
Marshall was a respected scholar of 
Shakespeare and critical theory. In 
addition to a long list of publications 
in scholarly journals, Marshall 
authored the books Last Things and 
Last Plays: Shakespearean Eschatology 
(Southern Illinois University Press, 
1991) and The Shattering of the Self: 
Violence, Subjectivity and Early Modern 
Texts (Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 2002), and was the editor of 
Shakespeare in Production: As You Like 
It (Cambridge University Press, 2004). 

Marshall was the daughter of 
Phyllis Hurt Marshall and the late 
David H. Marshall of Roanoke, VA. 

She leaves her husband of 22 years, 
John Insley Traverse, and a daughter, 
Anna Elizabeth Traverse, a senior at 
Johns Hopkins University. She also 
leaves two sisters, two nieces, two 
aunts and an uncle and four cousins. 

A memorial service was held in 
Hardie Auditorium August 27. The 
family requests that any memorials 
be sent to the Cynthia Marshall 
Endowment at Rhodes College, 
2000 North Parkway, Memphis, TN 
38112. 

Dr. Cynthia Marshall 
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Dorothy Ross 

Gu Helps Establish High School Chinese Program 
Rhodes professor of Chinese Ming Dong Gu, who 

serves on the board of the Chinese Academy of Memphis, 
has been instrumental in establishing an after-school 
Chinese education program at White Station High School. 

With the approval of the Memphis Board of Education, the 
program offers Chinese as a Heritage Language (for level 4) 
and Chinese as a Secondary Language (for beginners). 

Rhodes Joins Consortium 
Rhodes has been accepted as a member of the Consortium 

of Liberal Arts Colleges (CLAC), an organization 
comprising 62 of the top liberal arts colleges and universities 
in the United States. The organization was chartered to 
explore and promote the use of information technology in 
the service of liberal arts educational missions. 

Incorporated in 1993, the Consortium is administered 
by a governing board of directors and is advised by an 
advisory board of six institutional-member presidents. 
Membership in CLAC is by invitation only. 

Rhodes staff serving as CLAC representatives are Dr. 
Robert Johnson, vice president for information services, 
and Richard T. Trenthem Jr. '92, associate director for 
systems and networks. 

"The group offers us a good resource for solutions to 
information technology problems. All the members are 

The Chinese Academy of Memphis is a nonprofit 
organization sponsored by Rhodes and operated by local 
Chinese language professors, high school advisers and 
researchers from University of Memphis, FedEx, St. Jude 
Children's Research hospital and educational specialists in 
Chinese language and literature. 

liberal arts colleges facing the same issues that we face," 
says Johnson. 

Library automation, academic and administrative 
computing, Web services, telecommunications and 
campus-wide networking all fall within the scope of the 
consortium's interests. It also provides referrals for colleges 
that seek qualified consultants regarding information 
technology in liberal arts environments. 

"Admission into this prestigious group is an honor, 
and it has practical ramifications as well," says Rhodes 
president William E. Troutt. "The opening of the Paul 
Barret, Jr. Library should promote innovative instructional 
technology initiatives supporting classic liberal arts 
teaching and research. CLAC will be an excellent resource 
for Dr. Johnson and his staff." 

Dean Jane Leighton Richards Liston 
Jane Leighton Richards Liston, dean of women at 

Rhodes from 1955-59, died June 10, 2005, in Davidson, 
NC. She was 95. 

She came to Rhodes from Converse College in 
Spartanburg, SC, which named her to the Converse 100, 
a group of alumnae who made outstanding contributions  

to the college. She had also served as a professor and 
administrator at Centre College in Danville, KY. 

In 1959 she married Robert Todd Lapsley Liston, who 
was president of King College in Bristol, TN, and a 
minister. She leaves two sons, Robert Holman Liston and 
Jonathan Miller Liston. 

Dorothy Sonnenfeld Ross 
Dorothy Sonnenfeld Ross, lecturer 

emerita in art history, died July 19, 
2005. She was 92. 

The widow of Dr. Danforth (Dan) 
Raynolds Ross, professor emeritus of 
English, she taught at Rhodes from 
1968-74. A native of Minneapolis, she 
was an artist and musician who also 
taught at the University of Memphis 
and the Memphis College of Art. 

She was a member of Grace Chapel 

Church in Rossview, where she was 
organist. 

Prof. Ross leaves two nieces and a 
nephew. 
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Taking Learning to the Next Level 

A Classroom Master Plan 

By Jackie Ross Flaum 

it's just the way things were done: Professors 

stood behind lecterns and wrote figures, dates 

and notes on whiteboards or wheeled in 

projectors to show overheads, while row after 

row of students sat in hard wooden tablet 

chairs perfect for balancing notebooks and 

writing class notes. 

F ew  questioned whether that was the best environment for college professors to teach 
or students to learn. After all, it worked—thousands of lawyers, corporate executives, 
doctors, writers and even college professors received a liberal arts education that way at 

Rhodes College and elsewhere. Although today's faculty and students are far different from their 
counterparts of 50, 30 or even 10 years ago, the wooden tablet chairs remained in rows and the 
projectors were still wheeled in. 

Nobody questioned whether there was a better way to use classroom space to improve the 
academic process. 

Until last year. 
Today, Rhodes is one of the few colleges in the nation to possess a master plan for the use of 

academic space. Other schools such as Vassar, the University of Richmond and Connecticut College 
have developed classroom master plans. And that's where Rhodes began—but that's not where its 
master plan ended. 

"We did more than classroom master planning, actually," said Dr. Bob Johnson, vice president of 
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Information Services at Rhodes. He and the academic dean, Robert Llewellyn, came up with the 
money to fund the planning. "We asked our architects to look at all learning spaces, which included 
classrooms, laboratories, study spaces and even faculty offices. This kind of planning puts all the 
possibilities on the table, asks for input from faculty and students, and then tries to match use with 
the available resources while bringing the parts into a coherent whole worth more than the sum of 
the parts. It's the difference between campus master planning and merely renovating a building." 

Only a year ago the planning committee began with the question of how to create effective 
classrooms. The group examined what had always been done and asked: Is this the optimal 
environment for teaching and learning? Today's professors have lectures that are supported with 
computerized data, images, outlines, texts and video clips that must be projected onto a screen. 

John Olsen, Bob Johnson, Chuck Stinemetz and Robert Llewellyn in the redesigned 205  Palmer 

rhodes.edu 
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They download Web pages of information for use in the classroom, while students take notes on 
laptop computers. Students and faculty engage in discussions more often than ever before. How 
do the wooden tablet desks designed for paper notebooks and the fixed lecterns of yesteryear fill 
their needs? 

The answers are now in Palmer 205, Clough 313 and the lecture room in Buckman 216—the first 
tangible results of the Rhodes master academic space plan. "We'd never done classroom or academic 
space planning here. We had a campus master plan where we asked, 'Where do we put buildings?' 
We've also studied traffic patterns to decide where to put cars near those buildings—that sort of 
thing. But we never planned for what goes on in those academic spaces," said John Olsen, associate 
dean of academic affairs and a member of the planning committee. 

When the architects and committee members interviewed faculty members and department heads 
about their ideal classroom space, three distinct types emerged. To test them all, the committee 
commissioned a prototype of each of the three at about $60,000 per room. The classrooms in Palmer, 
Clough and Buckman, created last summer from existing rooms, are being tested by students and 
professors. "We thought it important to show the faculty and students we were serious about this," 
said Chuck Stinemetz, Biology Department chair and associate professor who chaired of the master 
plan committee. 

The types of classroom space not only reflect different teaching styles but also account for the 
small, medium and large classroom sizes the college needs. Developers also tried to give faculty 
members most of what they said they wanted in space and technology: 

• Palmer contains the more traditional student chairs–but these chairs are on wheels and have 
laptop-friendly tablet arms. 

• Clough has the discussion configuration with more space and moveable tables and chairs that can 
be arranged in a U, rectangle or closed square. 

• Buckman has a lecture room with tables and chairs in rows facing a lectern. 
The three new classrooms have similarities as well as differences. In addition to comfortable chairs, 

correct lighting placement, complementary color schemes and flooring, proper temperature control 
and good acoustics, each new classroom has uniform technology—even the computers in the rooms 
work the same—so faculty members don't have to learn and relearn how to use the equipment in 
each space they use. Each has such things as a lectern with a computer to operate the video projector 
in the ceiling, CD/DVD, PowerPoint and VCR capability, open sight lines, blackout window 
curtains and track lighting for best viewing of material on a screen. 

Professor Michelle Mattson, associate professor of German and chair of the Modern Languages 
Department, uses Palmer 205 and says she's "90 percent" happy with it. She served on the planning 
committee and wanted more technology. But she finds the new space better for teaching German 
than the older classrooms. "We need utmost flexibility," she said. Her ideal classroom must be 
flexible enough for students to listen to lectures as one, then break into small groups. "We wanted 
tablet armchairs, too. These chairs have bigger tablets, move on wheels and offer more space for 
taller or larger people." 

Initial student reviews of the classrooms proved to be just what the committee hoped: 10 times 
more comfortable, a nicer learning environment, clear sight lines to the board or screens and places 
to set and use their laptops. 

The new spaces "should contribute to more effective teaching, but they were also designed to 
allow for implementation of new pedagogies or teaching styles," said Stinemetz. For example, he 
said, more professors are leaning toward problem-based learning for students. Students do more 
learning outside the classroom, and in class they learn to apply that information. Stinemetz said 
that type of teaching goes hand in hand with the new curriculum and calls for small groups—and 
classroom space that is flexible enough to get students into small groups. "The new spaces allow 
that type of teaching." 

Once Rhodes and its architectural firm, Ellenzweig Associates Inc. of Cambridge, MA, began 
looking at classroom space, they became aware that the college was in a rare position. 

"What made the Rhodes project so interesting was the study of all academic space on campus, 
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such as the faculty offices and science labs, and not just classroom spaces," said Matthew Ali, project 
manager for Ellenzweig. "This was due to the unique opportunity of a good deal of space becoming 
available in the old Burrow Library upon completion of the new Paul Barret Jr. Library. We looked 
at the organization of the departments and made recommendations for the long-term locations and 
layouts of all the departments; some, like the History Department, would be moved entirely, but 
most would remain where they were with modifications to their current layouts. The plan presents a 
new way of looking at the current buildings, provides the best use for the existing space, and makes 
recommendations for renovations for the next five to 10 years." 

In deciding on the use of existing academic space, Olsen said: "It was a real juggling act with all 
the details." Still, the need was clear. Some departments were spread across campus, some were 
shoehorned into spaces, and others expected to expand the number of faculty members but had no 
office space to offer. 

The committee and architects settled on several factors to consider when planning space: 
• Academic offices would be standardized to about 10 by 15 feet. Currently, faculty members have 

offices that range from grand sizes to broom closets. 
• Academic departments would be physically located together. 
• Offices, like classrooms, would make the best use of modern lighting, color schemes and acoustics 

and carpet innovations to make the space user-friendly. 
• Academic space would offer centralized meeting areas where faculty and students could meet, 

talk, have coffee and interact. 
Having set those parameters, the committee began studying which departments should make the 

first move when the time and funding are right. The architects suggested first creating those spaces 
that would be least expensive and invasive, such as: 

• Setting up the History Department on the second floor of Buckman. "We'd never thought of 
that—frankly, it had never occurred to us. There was no reason for them to be in Clough other than 
they've always been there," said Olsen. 

• Connecting the Biology Department in Frazier Jelke and the Chemistry Department in Kennedy 
by opening up the adjacent walls. "Those sciences are interconnected. Buildings should reflect the 
kind of students you want within them. That's the kind of student we want for the future: one who 
can think in a very interdisciplinary fashion, not just biology or chemistry. In some way in creating 
space we are recreating the thought processes we want students to have," said Stinemetz. 

• Renovating Ohlendorf Hall, the mathematics building. 
Other moves and changes involve what Olsen calls the "domino effect." The biggest domino 

will involve the Burrow building and its future that will accomodate some administrative offices 
currently located in Palmer. Then the Modern Languages Department, scattered over four buildings, 
can move into Palmer with the English department. 

For the immediate future, the committee hopes to open more optimized classroom space over the 
coming summer. As funding becomes available, the college will move forward with other items in 
its plan. 

"When it's all finished, a number of classrooms will have nothing more dramatic than different 
furniture and baseline technology. Some of the rooms will have been completely rebuilt, however. In 
some cases, departments will move to different buildings altogether," said Johnson. In other cases, 
the departments will stay put, but their classes will be moved to the same locations, allowing them 
to build more of a "homeroom" scenario. 

When it's all finished, Rhodes will have the classroom and academic space most institutions will 
never even dream about—or plan for. 
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Foundations of the 
Liberal Arts 

By Daney Daniel Kepple 

It's 9:00 on a sunny Saturday morning. A school 

bus loaded with students and faculty lumbers 

away from the Rhodes campus. There is not a 

great deal of conversation on board because, in 

the opinion of most passengers, no one should 

be stirring at such an hour. 

The  bus heads north, crosses Jackson Avenue, then Vollintine, entering territory unfamiliar to 
most of the students. The bus makes a right turn and comes to a stop at Cypress Middle School. 
The passengers disembark and troop inside. They are welcomed by principal Raymond Vasser, 

who offers doughnuts, orange juice and milk in the library. 
English professor Dan Gates' first-year students will reinforce their own knowledge by teaching 

writing at Cypress. Geology professor Carol Ekstrom's students will encourage the budding 
scientists here to enter the citywide science fair. Today is their introduction to the school and the 
neighborhood. 

When the students are seated, anthropology/sociology professor Carla Shirley speaks to them 
about problem solving across community lines. Dorothy Cox, project manager of the Rhodes 
Hollywood Springdale Partnership, briefs them on what to expect when they tour the adjacent area. 

"People might stare at you," she warns. "Some of them will ask you what you're doing here." 
Then history professor Charles McKinney distributes a handout: 
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Community Profile 
• Incidences of alcohol abuse 
• Feeling of inadequacy/powerlessness 
• Variety of mental health problems 
• Flagrant ignoring of the law 
• Significant police presence 
• Lots of old buildings 
• Prejudiced; intolerant 
• People don't take care of their dwellings 
He asks the students to give  him  adjectives to describe 

this community. They come back with "depressing, 
impoverished, unsafe, hopeless, sad, desperate." 

Next he asks them to describe their feelings about 
working in such a community. One confesses to being 
apprehensive. Another says it's important to show concern. 
One wails that the problems seem insurmountable. A voice 
from the back of the room talks about compassion. 

Professor McKinney says, "Apparently you assumed that 
the profile was of the Hollywood Springdale community. 
Actually, it is a needs assessment of Rhodes College 
prepared by one of my classes last semester." 

Some of the students are incredulous. Others are 
angry. They all appear to be shocked. No one seems sleepy 
anymore. "That's not an accurate picture of Rhodes!" one 
insists. 

"Exactly," McKinney agrees. "Just as what you see on 
television is not the whole truth about this community." 

Similar scenes are not unusual at Rhodes today. Thanks 
to a restructuring of the college's curriculum—the first 
major restructuring in more than 30 years—these scenes 
will become commonplace in the future. 

Southwestern (the college's name prior to 1984) experimented with a three-term system from 
the late 1960s to the late 1980s. In 1987 it returned to a two-semester academic year. The change 
necessitated some revisions in the academic program—degree requirements dropped from 124 to 
112 hours, for example—but the curriculum still revolved around the four academic divisions—fine 
arts, humanities, physical sciences and social sciences. There was some discussion at that time of a 
complete revamp. 

In the intervening years, popular culture and life in America changed dramatically. Technological 
advances—computers, the Internet and World Wide Web, cell phones and iPods—created 
a generation unaccustomed to, and impatient with, passive learning. This is the multitasking 
generation whose members are often observed watching television, instant messaging and talking 
on their cell phones simultaneously. Individual professors and some departments have adjusted 
pedagogical methods to accommodate new realities, but systemic change has lagged. 

Rhodes President William E. Troutt listed curricular reform as the third of his 10 initiatives 
in his inaugural address in 2000. A task force, led by religious studies professor Gail Streete, was 
appointed to study the issue. The next year psychology professor Marsha Walton served on the task 
force for a year, then in 2002 put her scholarly research on hold and took the reins of the Faculty 
Educational Development Committee. Her charge was to lead the committee and the faculty in the 
design of a curriculum that fulfilled the Rhodes Vision. 

Considerable discussion was required. "That's what we as a faculty do best, and that's why the end 
result is as good as it is," Walton said. 
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Indeed, over the three-year gestation period, "There were intense discussions about what education 
means in this world at this time," said Walton. "The discussion was very lively, in a positive way. 
We heard from people who don't usually talk about curricular issues, and anyone who wanted to 
comment got a respectful audience. As a result, we have a better understanding of what we believe is 
important in a liberal arts education and a deeper respect for one another. The process was important 
to us as a faculty." 

In adopting this new foundations curriculum, the Rhodes faculty affirmed its conviction that 
education in the liberal arts and sciences is the best preparation for living a responsible and fulfilling 
life. It endorsed the concept that students should be deliberate agents of their own learning. It stated 
boldly that the best liberal arts education cannot be achieved by a passive recipient of information. 

Translating theory into practice, the faculty defined the experiences that lay a foundation for a 
liberal education and lifelong learning. Then it adopted a set of 12 requirements for graduation that 
ensures that students can demonstrate the following: 

• ability to examine critically questions of meaning and value 
• excellence in written communication 
• understanding of how historical forces have shaped human cultures 
• ability to read and interpret literary texts 
• ability to analyze artistic expression or performance or production of art 
• facility with mathematical reasoning and expression 
• understanding of scientific approaches to the natural world 
• understanding of the systematic analysis of human interaction and contemporary institutions 
• ability to view the world from more than one cultural perspective 
• intermediate proficiency in a second language 

• participation in activities that 
broaden connections between the 
classroom and the world 
• participation in activities that 
encourage lifelong physical fitness 

Under the new system, students, 
with the help of their advisers, 
will choose among a wide array 
of courses from every academic 
discipline that will ensure that 
they meet these 12 foundation 
requirements. They must still take 
either the Search or Life course, 
though the requirements will be met 
in three semesters rather than four. 
All will have to meet departmentally-
established requirements for their 
chosen major. 

Why Change? 
Professor Ellen Armour of the 

Religious Studies Department 
served as scribe for the Educational 
Development Committee. 

"A couple of years ago I had a 
student, a double major in biology 
and religious studies, who signed 
up for my feminist theology class 
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in his senior year," she recalled. 
"He was really excited because 
he wanted to do research on 
ecofeminism. After conferring 
with his adviser, he had to drop 
the class and take an introductory 
course in another department to 
fill a distribution requirement so 
he could graduate. That meant he 
didn't get to experience what would 
have bridged his two major interests 
and, more likely than not, reinforced 
his passion for lifelong learning. A 
curriculum like that gets in the way 
of education." 

Armour recalls another student 
who "discovered his passion for 
philosophy and religious studies 
early on." He took both Search and 
Life, which used up a great deal of 
his latitude for electives. He won 
a Buckman Scholarship to study 
at Cambridge, which put him in 
a further squeeze. "I can't tell you 
how much labor it required to 
make sure every class counted for 
something," she said. "Even with 
all our efforts, he had to come back 
from Cambridge and take some 
introductory level courses to fulfill 

distribution requirements. 
"It shouldn't be that hard to follow your passion," Armour concluded. "It's the very best students 

who are most often hampered by a rigid curriculum." 
Removing that rigidity was a major goal. Another was to charge students with more responsibility 

for designing their own educations. 
"Students—maybe all of us—resent requirements, especially if they seem capricious," mused 

political science professor Steve Wids, who sat on the Educational Development Committee and is 
now on the Educational Programming Committee that is charged with implementing the changes. 

"The new system is much more in keeping with the Rhodes culture of respect. The foundation 
approach allows for full explanations of why things are required and the expected outcomes. It gives 
students as much space as possible to shape their educations." 

Another goal was to bring greater focus to the courses students take and to recognize that their 
activities inside and outside the classroom should be mutually informative and energizing. 

"When they arrive here, many students don't understand the value of scholarship," said Robert 
Strandburg, associate dean of academic affairs for undergraduate research and service. "They think 
education is about getting As, making money or becoming famous. They don't understand the value 
of knowing how to think. 

"It is our responsibility to infect students with academic excitement. We do that by giving them 
interesting problems. In trying to solve those problems, they discover their skills. They find that very 
exciting." 

The foundations curriculum affirms the outside-the-classroom activities traditionally valued in 
higher education—laboratories, research projects, internships and study abroad. And it endorses the 
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educational value of some activities once thought of as extracurricular. 
"Talk to students involved in Rhodes St. Jude Summer Plus (a program that gives science and 

psychology majors the opportunity to work in researchers' laboratories at St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital), and they are excited about their lab projects," said Strandburg. "Invariably, they 
also want to tell you about having lunch with the kids. That experience helps them put their work 
into context. 

"Our students who are service scholars and fellows get a similar experience. What they do out in 
the community forces them to reflect on social conditions so they come to class with better questions. 
Service follows the same pedagogy and produces the same effects as laboratories and research 
projects—discovery, independence, problem solving, contextualization, engagement and motivation. 
It enriches the classroom experience." 

Senior Becky Saleska, president of Rhodes Student Government, agrees. 
"The lines between 'academic' and 'extracurricular' have been blurred," she said. "Gone are the 

days of morning classes and afternoon activities. Our classes have collided with the real world. We 
learn through service and we serve through learning. While some tension still exists between the 
roles of community involvement and research in education, we are beginning to understand that the 
two are able to walk hand in hand." 

To Dean of the College Robert Llewellyn, every moment is a potential moment of learning. 
"Internships, service, primary research in the Memphis community, leadership positions, club 

activities—all these and other experiences that transpire outside the classroom—and often off the 
campus—offer rich opportunities to see the liberal arts at work." 

The foundation curriculum emphasizes two other areas—equalizing students' workloads and 
giving the faculty the latitude to develop courses that stimulate their own passions. This was 
accomplished by following a growing trend at liberal arts colleges—converting from classroom 
hours to course credits. The change, which is already being phased in, will be completely in place 
in the fall of 2007. The class of 2011 will graduate with 128 credits, which they will earn by taking 
four, four-credit courses for eight semesters. 

Walton explained, "Under the old system, students have taken four or five courses in a semester, 
and some of them have had laboratories. That means that some students have been able to devote 25 
percent of their time to each class while some have been able to give less than 20 percent. The credit 
system, long in use by most of the elite liberal arts colleges, will allow the faculty to have universal 
expectations." 

"The uniform four courses per semester allows us to gauge our demands more accurately and 
reasonably," said Wirls. "Taking five courses at once fractures the brain too much. It requires too 
many shifts in direction within a day. 

"I started demanding more from students early in the discussions," he added. "They still do 
the same readings but now I require written discussions of those readings. That increased their 
engagement in the daily assignments and in the course as a rule." 

Armour's experience has been similar. "When we changed the class period from an hour to 50 
minutes, I didn't reduce the required readings. Instead, I asked for daily written responses to the 
reading and I got the distinct sense that students were reading more completely and thoroughly. In 
other words, they are learning more because more is being demanded." 

After a pause she added, "In my early years of teaching, I was very concerned that all the 
important things got said out loud. Now I look at content in a context. Because religion is such a 
potent cultural force, I want my students to be able to think critically about it. An exclusive focus on 
content coverage can get in the way of that aim." 

Llewellyn explained the change this way. "One of the things that our curricular reform 
accomplishes is a restructuring of the way we deploy our time. We made the degree requirements 
less burdensome in terms of sheer number of courses so there can be more intense engagement with 
the courses taken. The increased expectations include higher accountability for out-of-class learning." 

While the results on the new curriculum are not yet in, the signs are positive. 
"What this reform promises is more than classroom hours or minutes, more than collecting 
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courses on a transcript, more than a skill set achieved after four years of undergraduate study," 

Llewellyn concluded. "It is an education characterized by a sense of the connections, the 

relationships, the wholeness of what we know and what we aspire to know, and how we marshal this 

knowledge in support of effective leadership and action in our communities and the world."  ni 

Paradox 
Rhodes administrators who have occasion to speak 

with alumni are often puzzled by what on the surface 

feels like a paradox: First-year students tend to be 

temperate in their praise for the Search for Values 

in the Light of History and Religion course. The great 

majority of alumni, on 

the other hand, describe 

it as "the best course 

ever had," or simply, 

"life-changing." 

Greek and Roman 

studies professor David 

Sick, who currently 

directs the program, 

doesn't think that's so 

odd. 

"The major purpose 

of the course is to lead 

students to evaluate 

their basic assumptions 

about history. the 

religions of the West, 

ethical questions," he 

pointed out. "That's not 
always a comfortable 

experience." 

Comfortable or not, 

it is one that is highly 

valued by the Rhodes faculty. The Search course, or 

the more disciplinary-focused Life: Then and Now 

alternative, is still required for graduation under the 

foundation curriculum. Under the new credit system, 

however, the requirement is satisfied in three rather 

than four semesters. 

Sick is working with his colleagues both to 

streamline and beef up the courses. 

"There will be no change in the basic goals," he 

says unequivocally. "We will still provide a very rich 

introduction into Western thought and traditions, 

students will still acquire the critical skills of reading, 

writing and discussion. They will be reading most of 

the same texts and they will gain the same skills. 

They will just have to take more responsibility for 

acquiring them." 

Sick 	envisions 	outside-of-class 	study and 

discussion groups, attendance at lectures and cultural 

events, which is already 

A 	common. Last semester, 

for 	example, 	Search 
T. 

classes attended the 

Rhodes MasterSingers 

performance of Handel's 

Judas Maccabeus and 

Life students enjoyed the 

Opera Memphis rendition 

of Saint-Saens' Samson 

and Dahlia. 

"I think what is most 

important is that the 

faculty affirmed that 

it is still important for 

our students to have 

this multidisciplinary 

immersion in the 

humanities," Sick said. 

"We should remember 

that the program has 

been around for 60 years, 

and this is certainly not 

the first time it has changed." 

In fact, he believes the change is a good one. 

"We will be doing fewer things more thoroughly," he 

said. "Students will do the same amount of work but 

will experience depth rather than breadth. I think they 

will feel less like headless chickens." 
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Working for Their Day 
in Court 

By David McKay Wilson 

Julia Tarver '93 
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I t  might seem incongruous that during the same week in November 2005, attorney Julia Tarver 
'93, was challenging the indefinite incarceration of prisoners at the U.S. detention center at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and fighting for a major financial institution that lost millions in the 

Enron financial fiasco. 
But Tarver, a partner since 2005 at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison in New York City, 

has found a job with an international law firm that lets her combine her heart for public-service law 
with her head for complex litigation. 

In mid-November, she traveled far and wide for her disparate clients. On the Friday before 
Thanksgiving, she flew to London to participate in a conference sponsored by Amnesty International 
regarding allegations that the U.S. military has tortured prisoners at detention centers in 
Guantanamo and Bagram, Afghanistan. 

She was back in New York by midnight Sunday in time to check her mail, sleep a few hours, and 
take a 7 a.m. flight Monday to Washington, DC. There, she met with attorneys plotting a response 
to the U.S. Senate's attempt to strip Guantanamo prisoners of the right to challenge their detentions 

in federal court. 
Tarver's Guantanamo work is pro bono, which means her law firm pays her 

salary while she works at no cost to the detainees. To earn that pay, she flew 
that afternoon to Houston, arriving at the Four Seasons Hotel by 10 p.m. to 
review papers for the next day's depositions on the Enron case. 

"This job has the perfect mix," says Tarver, 34, who lives on Manhattan's 
West Side with her dog Justice, and walks a dozen blocks to work when she's 
in town. "Doing the pro bono work can get frustrating and overwhelming, 
so I like to switch back to high-profile commercial disputes. It gives you a 
different voice." 

Tarver, the daughter of an Episcopal priest and a psychiatric nurse, began 
her involvement in social justice issues as a high school senior in Mobile, 
AL. She recalls hearing on the radio one morning in January 1989 reports 
of the impending electrocution of convicted serial killer Ted Bundy. She was 
unnerved by the public jubilation over her government's decision to kill him. 

"There was a huge tailgate party going on, and people were chanting for a 
`Bundy barbecue,' recalls Tarver. "There was this whole carnival celebration. 
We were going to kill this guy. He was alive, and then we were going to kill 
him. I said 'wait a minute, that's not right'." 

That winter, Tarver began to study the thorny legal argument surrounding 
capital punishment. Her interest deepened at Rhodes and has remained a 
major thrust of her legal career. Her senior honors thesis at Rhodes examined 
women and the death penalty by examining homicides in Memphis. She 
found women were less likely to receive a death sentence because they typically 
killed someone in a fit of passion, and did not murder strangers in cold blood. 

At Columbia Law School, she cofounded the Columbia Capital Punishment 
Coalition, establishing an organization for students who spoke out against the 
death penalty. It also provided research assistance to death-penalty resource 
centers around the country. 

She was drawn to Paul, Weiss for its longstanding tradition of pro bono 
service by all of its partners. Soon after she joined the firm in 1997, she helped 
defend Johnny Paul Penry, a mentally retarded Texan convicted of murder 
in 1989 and sentenced to death. In 2001, the U.S. Supreme Court threw 
out Penry's death sentence because the jury wasn't properly instructed about 
mental retardation. 

In 2002, the case was back in Texas State Court, where Tarver worked 
for six months to keep her client from dying from lethal injection. Among 
those observing the trial one day was Rhodes professor of political science 
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Marcus Pohlmann, who was Tarver's 
senior thesis adviser and coach of the 
college's Mock Trial Team. Penry's 
third death penalty conviction was 
recently reversed. 

"I drove up from Houston to see 
her do the direct examination of the 
psychologist testifying on her client's 
behalf," says Pohlmann. "It was great 
to see her in action." 

At Rhodes, Tarver was by no means 
settled on a legal career. She majored 
in English and political science, and 
won honors in both disciplines. She 
was a member of the acclaimed 
Rhodes Mock Trial team and part of 
the unprecedented run that brought 
Rhodes into the top 10 in the national 
tournament each year from 1989 to 
2004. 

But on the team, she played a witness, not an attorney, displaying her ability to match wits with an 
opposing lawyer. 

"Ironically, I didn't do the lawyer roles," says Tarver, who was honored at the 2005 American 
Mock Trial Association's national tournament in Des Moines, IA. "I didn't know if I wanted to be a 
lawyer. I was thinking of being an academic." 

In fact, at Rhodes, where she was resident adviser for two years at Bellingrath Hall, she first 
thought she'd become an elementary school teacher upon graduation. 

A meeting with her freshman adviser, associate professor of political science Daniel Cullen, made 
her think twice about her career choice. 

"I remember to this day telling him I wanted to be an elementary schoolteacher, and him telling 
me that I've got a passion for all these things, maybe I should consider teaching college," she says. "I 
hadn't really thought of that. It was one of those pivotal life moments, when I looked beyond what I 
thought I could do." 

Choosing a legal career has proven a good fit for Tarver. And the Guantanamo litigation has 
provided challenging battles on the front lines of the international war on terrorism. She's part of a 
group of about 500 lawyers—both public service attorneys and those working pro bono for private 
firms—who dub themselves members of the "Guantanamo Bay Bar Association." These attorneys 
have challenged the powers of the government to detain "enemy combatants" indefinitely without 
trial. 

In June 2004, in what the New York Times called "the most important civil rights case in half a 
century," the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that detainees at Guantanamo had a constitutional right to 
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file habeas corpus petitions to challenge their incarceration in U.S. federal courts. 
Lawyers at the Center for Constitutional Rights, who won the case, then recruited pro bono 

lawyers across the country to file the petitions. Tarver had crafted habeas petitions in death-penalty 
cases, and Jay Greenfield, a retired Paul, Weiss partner, asked her if she'd join the fight. 

She did, filing petitions for 11 Saudi Arabian detainees, who have now been incarcerated in 
Guantanamo for four years. The U.S. government has filed no charges against the men. No date has 
yet been set for their habeas petition to be heard in federal court. 

In spring 2005 Tarver traveled to the tiny Mideast country of Bahrain to meet the families of her 
clients, to get letters and photographs in an attempt to win the trust of the detainees. 

"Julia's an excellent litigator and deeply committed to this human rights case," says Barbara 
Olshansky, deputy director of the Center for Constitutional Rights. "It's always on her mind, she's 
very forceful, and she has made the courts confront these important issues." 

Last summer, two of her clients went on a hunger strike to protest their indefinite detentions. 
In October, she made her third trip within the year to the U.S. Naval Station in Guantanamo to 
consult with her clients and learn more about the medical treatment they have received. She was 
appalled at what she found. 

"They've completely lost hope. It's a very sad situation," she says. 
One client told her that after seven days without food or water, he'd been verbally abused by 

military personnel and held in shackles or other restraints on his arms, legs, waist, chest, knees and 
head while being given intravenous feedings. 

He was then force-fed through a tube strenuously inserted through his nose into his stomach in a 
procedure that caused him great pain and excessive bleeding. 

"Yousef's psychological and mental condition is commensurate with his rapidly failing health," 
Tarver wrote in court papers filed in mid-October in U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia. "He has an absolute determination to die, and feels greatly betrayed by the false promises 
given to him by the American government." 

While the U.S. Justice Department argued that Tarver's clients had engaged in "storytelling" and 
has denied mistreatment of detainees, U.S. District Judge Gladys Kessler two weeks later ordered 
the U.S. government to notify attorneys before their clients were force-fed. She also ordered the 
government to give weekly medical updates and access to medical records. 

Tarver says the victory was a small step in helping her clients. But she says she won't let up until 
they can one day face their captors in court, and challenge the evidence against them. 

"There are layers of sadness upon sadness at Guantanamo," says Tarver. "These detainees have been 
there for years, isolated from their families. It's a travesty. They deserve their day in court."  in 
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Ann Barr Weems 

The Road from Rhodes 
Ten alumni muse on their paths to 

successful writing careers 

By Elizabeth H. Brandon '06 

Ann Barr Weems '56 
A writer who lives in St. Louis, Ann Barr Weems graduated from Rhodes with a major in 

English. As she was interested in writing since she was 12 years old, one of Weems' favorite 
classes during college was the creative writing course taught by Memphis journalist Lydel Sims. 
With regard to her academic experience and her impression of the professors, she states, "The 

professors had a personal interest in teaching, and I felt 
as though they wanted me to 'get it.' It was friendship. 
They expected great things and were sincerely interested 
in our learning." Others who influenced her include 
English professors Dan Ross (to whom she later 
dedicated her second book), John Benish and John 
Quincy Wolf and history professor John Henry Davis. 
They knew of her interest in writing and encouraged her 
to cultivate her skill. 

"All of my English professors brought different styles and 
personalities to the overall experience, making it positive," 
she says. She first remembers Wolf, who read to his class 
Appalachian poetry and songs he had recorded. Weems 
describes such a hands-on experience as an "eye-opener to 
the rhythm of words, especially poetry." Before Christmas 
break one year, instead of an exam, Sims instructed his 
students to submit pieces to the Southern Literary Festival. 
Weems, who did not go, was amazed that she won first 
place for a poem and short story. 

She has since dedicated her life to family, faith and 
writing. After moving to Monmouth, IL, Weems joined a 
women's creative writing group that met monthly. While 
beginning to compose material that she wanted to see 
published, she carefully examined potential markets to 
which she wished to send her work. During the '70s, she 
was published in various denominational magazines, and 
in 1980, her first book, Reaching for Rainbows: Resources for 
Creative Worship, was published. 

Weems has written seven books and is working on the 
next with the working title of it's About Jesus. Using the 
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biblical words and deeds of Jesus and the biblical names with which we address Jesus, such as Lord 
of All, Bread of Life, Prince of Peace, Weems writes poetry questioning the words and deeds of the 
church today. Currently the keynote speaker for various denominational events, Weems also leads 
workshops on worship and creative writing. 

Edie Claire (Edie Vincent Swihart) '87 
For Edie Vincent Swihart, who planned to become a veterinarian in the '80s, going to a liberal 

arts school seemed out of the question. Now known to her fans as author "Edie Claire," she 
recalls, "the veterinary schools all had strict requirements about specific animal science classes that 
prospective students had to take—courses that were only available at agricultural colleges." However, 
Rhodes proved supportive of her decision to pursue a liberal arts education in light of her career 
ambitions. Allowed leaves of absence to take outside classes, she still graduated on time and got into 
vet school. 

A biology major, Swihart loved the "small size of classes and accessibility of the faculty" at 
Rhodes. When she was struggling in a physics class, she made an appointment with her professor 
out of frustration, uncertain of how he might be able to help. She states, "After about five minutes, 
he magically diagnosed my problem, explaining to me 
that it was an error in approach many students fell into." 
Swihart's performance in the class skyrocketed after this 
meeting, and she remains appreciative of the personal 
attention she received as a student. 

Attending veterinary school at Auburn, Swihart 
married and moved to Pittsburgh, where she joined a 
small animal practice. After having two children, she 
left her practice and began doing scientific and medical 
writing. She comments, "I had never thought of myself as 
a writer or taken writing seriously as a career option until 
I discovered the American Medical Writers Association." 
As she gained experience as a technical writer, she began 
to consider the prospect of fiction writing, and her first 
novel Never Buried (mystery) was published in 1999. She 
has written seven books thus far and has at least two more 
in the making; her two most recent works include Long 
Time Coming and Meant to Be, both blends of mystery and 
romance. 

Now a mother of three, Swihart plans to shift focus in 
her writing, to compose books that dig deeper emotionally. 
Wishing to produce more wholesome books despite the 
popularity of graphic novels in the commercial fiction 
market, she is currently working on a book about a "soccer 
mom's" quest for a more meaningful life. Whether this 
work proves to be successful or not, Swihart will continue 
to write: "As my author friend Judy Fitzwater says, 'No one 
really chooses whether or not to be a writer. You just are.'" 

Richard Jennings '66 
Richard Jennings spent 30 years in the advertising business, working as a creative director 

responsible for one of the largest companies in the country: Wal-Mart. Though he had a successful 
business career, he concluded his tour of duty in 1999 to begin writing children's books. He couldn't 
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stand to wait any longer to do what he really loved. His passion for writing 
goes back to his days spent at Rhodes, where he worked on the literary 
magazine and was a columnist for the newspaper. He recalls having a column, 

"I abused it, wrote anything to get a flap. It was the '60s, and we were all 
spreading our wings." 

As a double major in English and sociology at Rhodes, Jennings comments 
on the support that he received in cultivating his writing: "It was not just having 
someone expose me to things that were worth reading but having someone who 
was supportive of the things I had written, no matter how meager they may 
have seemed at the time." Jennings entered the job market directly after college, 
feeling lucky for having a steady income. In the business world, he confirms 
that the only thing that matters in business is money, no matter what form it 
might take, and for evident reasons such reality may be daunting. However, he 
maintains that his education at Rhodes helped to prepare him for such a harsh 
environment; he has carried that foundation throughout his career. With regard 
to his college experience he states, "I cared about words and art and creating 
things and so do these guys (Rhodes)." Evidently that passion has followed 
Jennings to this day, as seen in his current career. 

Now residing in Leawood, KS, he concentrates on writing books directed 
toward the "middle reader," children aged 10-13, maintaining that writing 

in the voice of a child allows him "freedom to be naïve." Having written five books for that age 
group, Jennings will continue to specialize in this category. Writing from such a particular point of 
view, he tries to get inside and understand the feelings and experiences of these children. In Scribble, 
Jennings illustrates a child's handling of loss when his best friend dies from illness. The main 
character inherits the dog Scribble from his deceased friend and works through the grief. When 
asked if there exists a common thread in his work, Jennings states, "I think all children are alienated 
to a greater or lesser degree. It's an adult world. Whether in or outside of their age group, there's 
something every child has that makes him/her feel different, something that makes him feel not 
fully accepted in a world that has not fully accepted him." 

Jennings has also been published in magazines such as Kansas City, but his future plans are based 
around writing books. He believes the experience is more meaningful. 

Ruth Duck '69 
A major in Christian education and minor in sociology, Ruth Duck remembers possibly the most 

important conversation she has had in her life in terms of career. It was with Fred Neal, then the 
chair of the religion department at Rhodes, who encouraged her to go to seminary. At Chicago 
Theological Seminary (the same school Neal attended), Duck received a master of divinity and went 
on to become a pastor. She currently works as professor of worship at Garrett Theological Seminary. 

While in college Duck was "one of those who had not heard of women becoming pastors," and 
initially considered becoming a teacher or missionary. Coming from a relatively conservative 
background, Duck discusses her experience with Bible courses at Rhodes: "I was interested in as 
well as challenged by learning modern methods of interpreting Scripture. The faculty was good at 
taking all of my questions and being patient." Professors who influenced her include Richard Batey 
and Milton Brown. 

With regard to teaching strategy, Frances Pultz, professor of Christian education, contributed to 
Duck's own approach of "varying the learning methods and trying to go with the energy of students' 
interests." Attending college during the time of the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., Duck 
also had the opportunity one summer to perform research on "Crisis in the Nation," a Presbyterian 
curriculum about civil rights. She communicated with various Presbyterian churches around the city to 
understand how those churches related to the issues at hand. Duck states that she grew spiritually and 
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intellectually, with college helping 
her to "put things together." 

Duck's parents have always 
loved poetry and language, and her 
appreciation of those realms stems 
back to childhood. After seminary, 
Duck became more aware of 

"sexism and the need to work on 
the roles of women in the church." 
She knew she wanted to work in 
the arts. In 1974 she was a part of 
a group that published a hymnal 
with inclusive language. It sparked 
her interest in writing hymns. "I 
wrote new ones that related to the 
original texts Mead on, 0 King 
Eternal' and 'Rise up, 0 Men of 
God') rather than changing the 
words here and there. I seek to use 
the diversity of images that are in 
Scripture to write hymns." 

To date, Duck has written some 
150 hymns and several books. She 
has two works in the making: a 
textbook for worship and a book 
about liturgies on healing and 
reconciliation. The textbook will 
examine the history and practice 
of Christian worship, mindful of 
the varied ways that Christians 

of different traditions and cultures worship God, all while trying to be concise. "I hope that this 
will help seminarians and local clergy and leaders develop worship into an act that is as faithful 
and vital as it can be." The second book involves ways in which the church can become more 
intentionally inclusive to usually marginalized people, such as those with disabilities. Duck 
maintains, "One aspect of healing is that the church and the world become more welcoming and 
accessible to all people." 

John Somervill '60 
A psychology major from Rhodes, John Somervill shows appreciation for the educational 

experience that cultivated his sense of values. He remembers Dr. Llewellyn Queener, chair of the 
Psychology Department. With recommendations from professors such as Queener, he went on 
to graduate school. After receiving his doctorate, Somervill eventually became a full professor of 
psychology at Northern Iowa University, later taking on the role of graduate dean for 15 years. 
Last year, he returned to the classroom and now teaches introductory psychology and abnormal 
psychology. 

During his time at Rhodes, Somervill refers to himself as a "frustrated English major," writing 
for the newspaper and working as coeditor of the literary magazine. Having begun to write in high 
school, at Rhodes he enjoyed the creative writing course taught by Dan Ross. As a senior, Somervill 
wrote a book titled Tomorrow's Call Girls, about a young man's involvement in a drug ring. He had 
first submitted the manuscript to his creative writing course. Amused, Somervill recalls "suffering 
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A native of Memphis, Steve Stern lives in Saratoga Springs, NY, where he teaches English at 
Skidmore College. He found his passion for writing when he began working at the Center for 
Southern Folklore in Memphis during the '80s. Assigned to research an old Jewish neighborhood 
along North Main Street, he unearthed a "vanished community," which inspired the fiction writing 
he continues to do today. 

An English major, Stern underwent the uncertainty caused by Vietnam, continually making sure 
that his draft deferment still held. During this less-than-stable, experimental time, he graduated 
into a world "full of mad encounters and crackpot utopian notions that invited departure from 
everything that was familiar." At Rhodes, he admired professors such as Jack Farris and Dick Wood, 
both of whom shaped Stern's notions of writing and the powerful nature of literature. 

For years after graduation, Stern found himself either employed or not from London to New 
Orleans, a decade he describes as "full of false starts." When he returned to 
Memphis to work for the Center for Southern Folklore, which he supposes 
was a fated event, Stern found himself absorbed in the neighborhood called 
the Pinch, where he researched the Jewish community. He describes such a 
discovery as a "homecoming, the environment where I felt my imagination 
belonged." Having struggled with his identity as a writer years after leaving 
college, Stern states: "Not only was I seduced by the life that had transpired in 
the East European enclave, but I was introduced to the echoes that I followed 
all the way back to the Old Country and further on into the past." 

Three books resulting from this revelation have in common the setting of 
North Main. Later works are expanded to places such as New York's Lower 
East Side, where his most recent work Angel of Forgetfulness takes place. He 
continues to teach and maintains his studies of Jewish literature and mythology. 
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some grief" for this published work; where there existed 
minor sexual references, his editor had later "beefed it 
up, making it much more explicit." Rejecting a contract 
shortly after that publication due to the editor's repeated 
desire to make his next manuscript more sexual, Somervill 
has since concentrated mostly on teaching psychology. He 
coauthored a book on abnormal psychology in the '70s and 
has published some 25 articles in professional journals. 

Academia being his passion, Somervill plans to teach 
for a couple of years before retirement. "Writing remains 
an unfulfilled fantasy," he says. With regard to his Rhodes 
experience, Somervill remembers, "People left with a more 
internalized sense of values rather than adoption of their 
parents' beliefs. I think most of us carried those values 
throughout our professional careers. They have definitely 
impacted people in the way they thought—how they 
approached problems and life. It was a beautiful experience 
being on that campus at that time." 

 

John Somervill 

Steve Stern '70 
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Charlaine Harris Schulz 

Charlaine Harris (Schulz) '73 
Charlaine Harris (Schulz) graduated from Rhodes with a double major in English and 

communication arts. She wrote poetry and one-act plays during college. Her work experience after 
graduation included a minimum-wage job at a small newspaper and working as a typesetter for 
Federal Express. Now a full-time writer who resides in Magnolia, AR, Harris recalls her college 
experience and describes herself as fortunate. She learned how to apply classes—seemingly unrelated 
to her concentration—to her own pursuits. 

Professors who influenced Harris include Ray Hill and Bernice White. Additionally, in one 
history class she took to fulfill a degree requirement, she recalls the initial frustration with having to 
write a long term paper coupled with encouragement received from her professor, George Apperson. 
She remembers, "The day he assigned the paper he said, 'I know I can expect the very best from all 
of you.' He was totally optimistic and sincere. That really struck me, and I quickly got over resenting 
the assignment." Throughout her time at Rhodes, she found her outlook 
changing with regard to the nature of college. Harris now sees Rhodes as a 
valuable tool: "Instead of considering my time in college as sort of a protected 
playtime until I had to go forth into the self-supporting real world, I realized 
that my parents were sacrificing considerably, imagining that I was preparing 
myself to earn a living in that aforementioned real world." 

Ever since Harris could spell and grip a pencil, she has written; while part of 
the workforce, she experienced a "dry spell." Hardly able to stay away, she has 
enjoyed working as a full-time writer and has now written 21 books, several 
short stories and a novella. Her newest book, Grave Sight, came out this fall; 
the first of a new series, the book illustrates the goings-on of a girl who was 
struck by lightning at the age of 15 and who makes her living by finding the 
dead. Harris also has been writing an ongoing series about Sookie Stackhouse, 
a telepathic barmaid, which she describes as "a hoot to write." She recently has 
signed a contract with "Six Feet Under" creator Alan Ball, who plans to write 
a pilot based on the Sookie Stackhouse series for HBO. Finally making a living 
wage after 25 years in the business, Harris comments, "It's what I love to do." 

Jill Herbers '82 
Jill Herbers has lived in New York since graduating from Rhodes. She calls it a "great place for 

creativity." She is also a seasoned traveler, having ventured to countries as diverse as Spain, Italy, 
Portugal and Tunisia, where she has uncovered clues to cultures in their art while researching her 
books. Nonetheless, the city of New York has seen Herbers' creative development, ranging from 
writing to art to music. 

An English major, Herbers appreciates the diversity in subject matter offered in a liberal arts 
education. Professors such as Fred Neal and Larry Lacy contributed to her experience. From biology 
courses to dreaded 8 a.m. art classes that turned out to be more than worth getting up for because 
of their dynamism, she comments, "I could take these classes out of my realm, and they helped me 
understand how to think about things. I took that with me. The required courses in different areas 
gave me greater understanding of things as a whole that has helped my career and life." The small 
size of the Rhodes community proves a favorite as well with Herbers, who enjoyed the interactive 
atmosphere that created an interconnectedness among students with similar concentrations. 

Beginning her postcollege career, Herbers worked as an editor at Macmillan publishers, gaining 
writing skills by "rewriting others' work." Around the late '80s, she ultimately decided that such a 
pursuit was not creative enough for her. She wrote her first book, Great Adaptations, which shows 
how buildings such as barns, firehouses and churches have been converted to homes. In June 2005, 
the book came out in a new edition from HarperCollins. Her interest in architecture has continued 
in her books such as Tile (1996) and a more recent work, Pre-Fab Modern, which came out last year. 
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Carol Colclough Strickland 

Tile explores the origins of tile and its appearance in cultural expressions as well as its use in 
homes. Pre -Fab Modern displays Herbers' passion for architecture, discussing revolutionary houses 
that are "affordable but also look like works of art." 

Herbers has written eight books and numerous magazine articles, but now looks to explore her musical 
interests. She played piano and flute at Rhodes and took numerous music courses; she currently has been 
working on compositions for film and television. Last winter, she worked on a public art project, Christo's 
and Jeanne-Claude's The Gates project, involving a series of flags throughout Central Park in New York. 
Inspired by this event, Herbers composed a jazz-oriented piece and took it to the documentary-filmmaker 
for the art project. The piece is currently under consideration for the documentary. Herbers wishes to 
concentrate on writing and selling songs. She comments, "It came naturally. Sometimes I switch from 
one art form to another. For me, it's more about expressing creativity." 

Carol Colclough Strickland '68 
Carol Colclough Strickland has been an avid writer since childhood, thanks to encouragement 

from her parents and teachers. After finishing her graduate education at the University of Michigan, 
Strickland taught at various colleges in the New York area. During a sabbatical year in the '80s, she 
began free-lance writing and never looked back. She launched her full-time career writing about 
contemporary artists living on the East End of Long Island for The New York Times. It led to writing 
books on art and architecture, such as The Annotated Mona Lisa and The Annotated Arch, on which 
she collaborated with fellow alum John Boswell '67. 

American studies was the most "inspiring" course at Rhodes, Strickland recalls, a class that 
steered her postgraduate education as well as her career. Of the course she says, "Studying 
everything from pop culture to art, I always look at what the works tell us about society and 
people's concerns." One of the most formative learning experiences for Strickland included the 
high expectations of the professors. In analyzing literature in her courses at Rhodes, Strickland 
states: "We really looked at it as a comment on the human condition." She remembers the rigor of 
the classes, boasting that she still quotes Wordsworth's "The world is too much with us" at cocktail 
parties, a holdover from John Quincy Wolf's romantic poetry course. 

Taking Rhodes' approach with her, Strickland has worked as an art critic for The Christian Science 
Monitor and with John Boswell, 
writing introductory books on art 
and architecture. She is currently 
working on an illustrated timeline of 
the history of art as part of a series, 
a project she categorizes as "edu-
tainment." The goal remains to grab 
people's attention with visual elements 
and teach them the essentials without 
obscure, dense technical descriptions. 

In the future, Strickland wishes 
to write a novel about sixth-century 
Byzantium, concentrating on 
the powerful empress Theodora. 
Dramatizing the life of a strong 
heroine to expand on standard 
histories feeds into other pursuits. 
She's written screenplays focusing on 
women's lives that have won prizes 
in contests such as the American 
Scriptwriting Institute and Austin 
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Film Festival. She'd like to write more screenplays and eventually break through with a feature film. 
In any case, she continually focuses on the relationship between art and society. Exploring 

multiple avenues of art, Strickland believes one can "derive clues from our culture to understand 
what's happening in the world, what people care about, and emerging trends." 

John Boswell '67 
Originally interested in studying mathematics, 

John Boswell graduated from Rhodes with a 
major in English. Required to take a Milton 
course, Boswell initially dreaded the boredom 
he'd have to suffer for an entire semester. 
However John Quincy Wolf, who taught the 
course, helped his student have a change of heart. 
Boswell remembers, "He had such a love for 
Milton, and I realized the connection between 
writing and the passion it can engender." 

Boswell remains appreciative of the quirky 
ways in which some professors, such as Jack 
Farris, taught. Farris, while teaching a "life isn't 
fair" lesson in a literature course, told the class an 
anecdote stemming from his parenting experience. 
When Farris' kindergartener son was punished 
for being in a food fight, although he didn't throw 
a crumb, his father told him: "If you're five years 
old and still don't know that life isn't fair, then 
it's time you learned." Teaching his class works 
by Joyce and Dostoevsky, Farris allowed for their 
applicability in daily life. 

Though he gained much from the classroom at Rhodes, Boswell describes his college years as 
unusual. He discusses the weight of Vietnam bearing on every male's mind: "It was a crapshoot 
whether or not you'd be drafted. I remember not being aware of what to do career-wise until what 
was happening there was resolved. My primary focus was how not to get drafted." Following college 
he entered Naval Officer Candidate School. Three years later, he was still at a loss for career options. 
After meeting a naval reserve officer who was an editor, Boswell became interested in the prospect 
and attended the Radcliffe publishing course at Harvard. While there, he wrote a paper about mass-
market paperbacks, which sparked his editorial director's interest and landed him a job in New York. 

A book packager, Boswell has created more than 700 books for publishers, and has written some 17 
books. A common strain in his own books involves contemporary humor and pop culture; many times 
his partner in the process is Henry Beard, "almost the founder of modern humor." Some of the books 
they have produced include Where's Saddam? and OJ's Legal Pad. Where's Saddam? is a parody of the 
children's book Where's Spot?—"Is Saddam hiding in a French café? No, that's Gerald() Rivera." Ofs 
Legal Pad, evidently compiled during the infamous trial, is formatted like a legal pad with the writers' 
guesses on what he could be thinking, such as drawing nasty doodles of the judge. 

Two companion books appeared on the scene this Christmas: A Dog's Night Before Christmas and A 
Cat's Night Before Christmas. Boswell considers these books to be "faux children's category for all ages." 
For next fall, working with fellow alum Carol Strickland, Boswell is to produce illustrated timelines 
on subjects ranging from science to art as well as "pop books," which cater to those who "impulse buy." 
Subjects might range from "The Official Rules of Bad Golf" to "What Did Jesus Do?" In reference to 
book publishing he muses, "It involves a range of subjects. What one hopes to get from a liberal arts 
education is curiosity and passion, which enable me to do what I do." 
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College Welcomes 24 
New Faculty 

Row 1 (left to right) Jim Armacost. Manling Luo. Donna Kwon. Glenda Swan, Rachel Dunwell. Raechelle Mascarenhas. 
Melissa Vandenberg, Julie Cong-Dung Le, Janet Panter. Row 2—Dawn Shute, Rebecca Newman, Brooke Findley, Taehyun Nam, 
Carole Blankenship. Michelle Lyn Cook-Brown. Amy Risley. Chad Middleton. Nora Jabbour. Row 3—Brian Warren. Ed Mallot, 
Keith Pecor, Guy McClain, Shadrack Nasang'o. Karl-Heinz Maurer 
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Jim Armacost Jr., instructor of biology, has a B.S. degree in zoology from Louisiana State 
University, M.S. in biology from Mississippi State University and will receive a Ph.D. in biological 
sciences from Illinois State University. A National Science Foundation Fellow from 2001-03, he has 
done extensive ecological fieldwork, most recently in Peru. His research focuses on habitat use by 
birds, central to understanding avian ecology and the management and conservation of birds. He is 
the author of a number of articles that have appeared in peer-reviewed publications and is a member 
of several ornithological societies. 

Carole Blankenship, assistant professor of music, has a B.A. in music from Rhodes College and 
M.M. and D.M.A. degrees in vocal performance from The University of Memphis. She formerly 
taught part-time at Rhodes. In 2004, she received the Graduate Document Award for the most 
outstanding thesis as judged by the faculty at the Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music at The University 
of Memphis. She has served as president of the Memphis Chapter of the National Association of 
Teachers of Singing since 1995. 

Michelle Lyn Cook-Brown, assistant professor of theater, has a B.A. degree from Louisiana 
College and M.F.A. from The University of Memphis. Her areas of interest and research include 
the genealogy of the scenic designer; theatre: is it for the elite?; Samuel Beckett: what influenced 
his writing?; Josef Svoboda, master of design: scenography as a profession; and projections, a new 
category of design. She has received several awards for her scenic and lighting designs and has 
worked with theaters and universities across the country. 

Rachel Dunwell, assistant professor of mathematics, received a B.S. degree in mathematics and a 
post-graduate certificate of education from the University of Leeds, M.S. in pure mathematics from 
the University of Liverpool and Ph.D. from Heriot-Watt University. Her current research project 
is the Kent Infant Development (KID) Scale, a questionnaire completed by an infant's caregiver 
that measures healthy development in five domains. The KID Scale, developed in the United States, 
has been translated into 10 languages and normed and standardized in eight countries. Prior to 
joining Rhodes, she was a lecturer in the Mathematics Department at Bindura University of Science 
Education in Bindura, Zimbabwe. 

Brooke Findley, assistant professor of French, has a B.A. degree in Medieval studies from 
Amherst College, M.A. in French from Middlebury College and Ph.D. in French with a graduate 
certificate in medieval and Renaissance studies from Duke University. She has presented at several 
conferences and was an invited participant on a panel at Amherst College on "The Versatility of 
the Liberal Arts Experience." A member of Phi Beta Kappa, she is also the recipient of several 
fellowships and travel grants. 

Nora Jabbour, instructor in Spanish, has a B.S. degree in speech therapy from the Universidad 
Rafael Landivar in Guatemala and M.S. in Spanish literature from Mississippi State University. She 
has taught at Rhodes in a part-time capacity since 2002 and has worked as a Spanish translator in 
Memphis-area hospitals. 

Donna Lee Kwon joins the Department of Music as the William Randolph Hearst Fellow. 
She has a B.A. degree in women's studies from Oberlin College, B.M. in piano from Oberlin 
Conservatory and M.A. in world music/ethnomusicology from Wesleyan University . She will 
receive a Ph.D. in music/ethnomusicology from the University of California, Berkeley. The recipient 
of a Fulbright Fellowship, the KF Fellowship for Graduate Studies and the Distinguished Master's 
Thesis Award, she also has worked extensively with community arts organizations such as the 
Korean Youth Cultural Center and performed in various venues including the Asian American Jazz, 
Other Minds and San Francisco Ethnic Dance festivals. 

Julie Cong-Dung Le, visiting assistant professor in chemistry, has a B.S. degree in biochemistry 
and M.S. in chemistry from Louisiana State University and Ph.D. in organic chemistry from the 
University of Texas at Austin. She was an intern of the Preparing Future Faculty program at St. 
Edward's University, a recipient of a Gates Millennium Scholarship and a member of Iota Sigma Pi, 
a national honor society for women in chemistry. Her research interests include asymmetric catalysis 
with applications toward the synthesis of therapeutically relevant compounds. She also is the author 
of several publications. 
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Manling Luo, instructor of Chinese, received a B.A. degree in Chinese language and literature 
and M.A. in Chinese linguistics from Peking University. She will receive a Ph.D. in Chinese and 
comparative literature from Washington University. She is the author of a forthcoming publication 
The Seduction ofAuthenticity: 'The Story ofYingying', Nannii: Men, Women and Gender in China 7.1 
(2005). 

Edward Mallot, assistant professor of English, has a B.A. degree in English and history from 
the University of Missouri and will receive a Ph.D. in 20th-century British literature from the 
University of Iowa. The author of several published articles, he has presented at a number of 
conferences. He also is a member of several professional organizations including the Modern 
Language Association and the South Asian Literary Association. 

Raechelle Mascarenhas, instructor in economics and business administration, received a B.A. 
degree from St. Xavier's College in Mumbai, India, M.S. from the University of Mumbai, and will 
receive a Ph.D. in political economy and public policy from the University of Southern California. 
She is the recipient of a Graduate Merit Award and a Final Year Dissertation Fellowship from 
the University of Southern California. Her areas of research interest include political economy of 
development, public economics, public policy and international political economy. 

Karl-Heinz Maurer assistant professor of German, studied at the University of Cologne, 
Germany before receiving a M.A. degree in German from the University of Missouri and Ph.D. 
from Indiana University. He was formerly an assistant professor of German at Knox College. His 
areas of interests include 18th- and 19th-century German literature, German and European drama, 
early 20th-century culture, film studies and political philosophy. 

Guy McClain, assistant professor of accounting, has a B.S. degree in accounting from Louisiana 
Tech University, master of accountancy degree from the University of Mississippi and Ph.D. in 
accounting from the University of Arkansas. His article, "User Versus Auditor Perceptions of 
the Auditor's Report on Internal Control: Readability, Reliability and Auditor Legal Liability", 
written in conjunction with Willie Gist and Trimbak Shastri, was published in the American 
Business Review, 2004. His research interests include director compensation, corporate governance 
effectiveness and auditor reporting. His teaching interests include auditing and assurance, audit 
committees and corporate governance and financial reporting. 

Chad Middleton, assistant professor of physics, has a B.S. degree in physics with a minor in 
mathematics (cum laude) from Eastern Illinois University and Ph.D. in physics from the University 
of Tennessee. He is the recipient of several scholarships and awards including the 2002 University 
of Tennessee Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant, a SARIF Graduate Research Assistant 
Research Grant and a Science Alliance Fellowship. He is a member of several professional 
organizations including Sigma Pi Sigma, the American Physical Society and the American 
Association of Physics Teachers. 

Taehyun Nam, assistant professor of international studies, has a B.A. degree in political science 
and a second B.A. in Hindi from Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in Seoul, Korea. He 
received a M.A. degree in political science from the American University and Ph.D. in political 
science from the University of Kansas. His teaching and research interests include comparative 
political behavior, comparative political institutions, international conflict and conflict resolution 
and research methods. He is a member of the American Political Science Association, the Midwest 
Political Science Association and the Southern Political Science Association. 

Shadrack Nasong'o, assistant professor of international studies, received both a B.A. degree (with 
honors) in political science and linguistics and M.A. in international relations from the University of 
Nairobi, Kenya and Ph.D. in public and international affairs from Northeastern University. He was 
formerly a lecturer in political science at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. The author of many 
articles and book chapters that have appeared in refereed journals, he also is the recipient of several 
fellowships and grants, including the Fulbright Fellowship. He is a member of several professional 
organizations including the African Studies Association, Association of Third World Studies, 
African Council for Communication Education and the Organization of Social Science Research in 
Eastern Africa. 
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Rebecca Edwards Newman, assistant professor of English, received a B.A. degree in English 
(first-class honors) from King's College, University of Cambridge; M.A. degree in romantic 
literature (honors, awarded distinction) from the University of York; and Ph.D. from King's College, 
Cambridge. She was a lecturer at the University of Wales, Bangor and has published two pieces, 

"Prosecuting the onus criminus: Early Criticism of the Novel in Fraser's Magazine" in Victorian 
Periodicals Review and "Ruskin's God, Michael Wheeler," (Review) in Religion and the Arts. 

Janet Panter, assistant professor of psychology, received a B.A. degree in English from the 
College of William and Mary; M.A. in Christian education from the Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education; and M.A. and Ph.D. from The University of Memphis. Her areas of teaching 
interests are psychoeducational assessment, school readiness and learning and memory. A former 
adjunct faculty member at The University of Memphis, she is a certificated school psychologist with 
the Tennessee State Board of Education, a nationally certified school psychologist and a licensed 
psychologist. 

Keith Pecor, faculty fellow in the Department of Biology, received a B. S degree in biology 
(summa cum laude) from The University of Memphis and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in biology from 
the University of Michigan. His teaching interests include conservation biology, evolution and 
vertebrate zoology. Recognized by the University of Michigan as an Outstanding Graduate Student 
Instructor, he served as a curatorial assistant in the division of reptiles and amphibians at the 
University of Michigan Museum of Zoology. 

Amy Risley, assistant professor of international studies, received a B.A. degree in political 
science and international relations (with distinction) from the University of Wisconsin-Madison; 
M.A. in Latin American and Caribbean studies from New York University; and Ph.D. from the 
University of Texas at Austin. Her teaching interests include comparative politics, Latin American 
politics, international relations, democratization, gender and politics, civil society, social movements, 
political economy of developing areas and women in development. She is a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi and Phi Eta Sigma honor societies. 

Dawn Shute, instructor of Spanish, has a B.A. degree with a major in Spanish and a minor in 
political science from Samford University and M.A. in romance languages with a concentration 
in Spanish from The University of Memphis. In addition, she completed the teacher certification 
program at the University of West Florida. She is the owner the Foreign Language Immersion 
Childcare Center, which fosters early bilingualism. 

Glenda Swan, assistant professor of art, received a B.A. degree (with honors) in classical 
archaeology and anthropology from University of Texas at Austin, M.A. in classical arts and 
archaeology and Ph.D. in classical art and archaeology from Princeton University. She was an 
assistant professor at North Dakota State University, where she served as codirector of the Reineke 
Art Gallery and the Art Bank. 

Melissa Vandenberg, instructor of art, has a B.F.A. from the College for Creative Studies in 
Detroit and M.F.A. in sculpture from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. She received the 
Award of Excellence from Missouri Fiber Artists in 2003, and her work has appeared in exhibitions 
nationally. 

Brian Warren, assistant professor of history, has a B.A. degree in literature (cum laude) from Yale 
University and Ph.D. in classics from Johns Hopkins University. His special interests include ancient 
history and historiography, Greek literature and Greek and Roman philosophy. Prior to joining the 
Rhodes faculty, he was a lecturer at Washington University. He is the author of several papers that 
have been presented at professional conferences.  al 
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Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Overnight, Baton Rouge became Louisiana's largest city, swollen to the bursting point with New 

Orleans evacuees from Hurricane Katrina. They needed everything, and the people of Baton Rouge, 
as in cities everywhere, gave everything they could. 

Margaret Darden Browder '60 retired from Cingular Wireless a year ago. Her church, First 
Presbyterian where she is an elder, partnered with the other downtown churches to aid evacuees. 

"There were 24 women who were due to have babies momentarily at Woman's Hospital," says 
Darden. "First Baptist Church, which is next door, housed and cared for the mamas and the babies. 
In our youth center, First Presbyterian kept their families. And would you believe—all of those 24 
mamas and babies and their families were adopted by families in Baton Rouge?" 

First Presbyterian also housed 400 utility workers in its gym and federal marshals in the youth 
center after the families moved out. 

As the evacuees settled around town, officials reopened an elementary school to handle the 
number of children from New Orleans. 

"Every child, teacher and administrator is from the 9th Ward in New Orleans," says Browder. "We 
inherited 6,000 children in our public schools." 

The community embraced the children. But Browder, a P.T.A. veteran, saw another need. 
"I thought the teachers needed a boost," she says. "They're as down, deflated, destroyed as any kid 

ever was. They lost their teaching materials—the patterns, templates, all the decorations they'd paid 
for out of their pockets all these years. I talked to the guidance counselor and told her I wanted to 
collect money for teacher gift certificates at a school supply store. Her eyes welled up with tears. She 
called two teachers over and said, 'Listen to what they want to do for us.'" 

Says Browder: "They're going to have more money than they'll know what to with by the time I'm 
through." 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
All creatures great and small—The levees began to break in the early hours of Aug. 29. The 

flood left people who hadn't evacuated stranded on rooftops, in the Superdome, in prison. The 
pet population would have been stuck, too, had not members of the Louisiana Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (LA/SPCA) days before evacuated every non-human creature they 
could find. They knew the drill, having evacuated for Hurricane Dennis earlier in the season and 
Ivan the year before. 

More urgently, the LA/SPCA headquarters was located in the 9th Ward next to the Industrial 
Canal, directly in the flood's path. 

"Thirty-six hours before Katrina hit, we evacuated approximately 300 animals from our shelter to 
the Houston SPCA," says LA/SPCA shelter manager and New Orleans native Loretta Lambert '96. 

"We returned to New Orleans within 48 hours of the levees breaking to begin rescue operations. The 
animals that were rescued after the levees broke initially went to our hurricane evacuation shelter in 
Gonzalez, between New Orleans and Baton Rouge, and then were sent to more than 150 animal 
shelters throughout the U.S. and Canada." 

Lambert and her staff then evacuated Gonzalez when Rita entered the Gulf. Official estimates put 
the number of animals rescued after the levees broke at 15,000. 

"This was the largest animal rescue in our nation's history," says Lambert, who credits hundreds of 
trained animal welfare workers from all over the country who came to help. "While the majority of 
animals were cats and dogs, we also found birds, fish, snakes, rabbits, ferrets, guinea pigs, hamsters—
you name it, we rescued it. A separate group coordinated the rescue of carriage horses and mules." 

Occasional news stories tell of reunions of owners and animals who had landed miles away from 
each other. "Unfortunately, reunification rates tend to be low," explains Lambert. "Our database 
indicates that 10 percent of the animals have been reunited with their owners." 

The LA/SPCA office is now set up in a warehouse in Algiers, across the river from New Orleans. 
"There are a lot of unknowns for the city of New Orleans now," she says. "The LA/SPCA is 
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reorganizing and planning what the future of the organization will be. I may be working for the 
organization in New Orleans or statewide." 

"My material losses are insignificant compared to the tremendous suffering that both people and 
animals have endured," says Lambert. Twelve of her family and countless friends lost everything. 

Yet in the face of such daunting odds, Lambert, who holds a master's degree in theology from 
Vanderbilt University, says "In the midst of so much devastation, you have to focus on the good 
outcomes, the successes." 

The Red Cross moves in—Also across the river, in Harvey, Lynn Crabb '93, then mass care 
associate at American Red Cross headquarters in Washington, DC, set up kitchens in the five 
hardest-hit parishes south of New Orleans. 

"Just before Katrina hit I was sent to Houston—I couldn't get a flight any closer to New Orleans—
to work with placing our volunteers and other staffs who were being sent to work right after the 
storm hit," says Crabb. "We were trying to figure out who we needed for the kitchens and shelters. 
I got to see the Astrodome, with acres of cots, before the evacuees arrived. It was stunning to see 
the way it was set up, how they got people in, how it worked. We had volunteers from all over the 
country and the world. 
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"I eventually got to Harvey. The kitchens, which were spread out all over those five parishes, are 
generally provided by state Southern Baptist Conventions. They came from several states after 
the hurricanes. The Red Cross has a strong connection with the denomination's North American 
Mission Board to work with them. Those conventions have 18-wheeler mobile kitchens and 
volunteers who cook. I believe our high was serving 900,000 meals in one day. In December we 
served about 50,000 meals a day-35,000 in Louisiana and 11,000-12,000 in Mississippi. I don't 
know how much longer we'll do the feeding operations, but we'll keep going till we see viable 
alternatives for folks." 

Dulac, Louisiana 
Joby Dion '99, a specialist in Rhodes' Information Technology Services Department, is a member 

of the Biloxi-Chitimacha tribe in extreme southern Louisiana. Dulac, the commercial fishing town 
where he grew up and where his grandparents still live, survived Katrina. Rita was another story. 

"Officially, Rita brought a nine-foot storm surge. It was high tide that night, so the water level 
actually rose another three feet. It was 10-15 days before the water receded," Dion says. 

When he went to see the devastation firsthand, he found it "jaw-dropping and depressing." He 
thinks water and mud damage will render most of the homes uninhabitable. 

It reminded Dion of Hurricane Juan, which did a similar number on the town in 1985. 
"I remember seeing how slowly things went afterward back then. Our house was built up eight feet, 

and we stayed on my dad's shrimpboat, but my grandparents lost everything. It took a long time for 
the insurance company and FEMA to respond. With Katrina and Rita, I knew it would be very hard 
to get a response from them." 

That's when Dion went to work. By no means shy, he e-mailed the Rhodes faculty and staff asking 
for donations of cleaning supplies to take down to the citizens of Dulac. Dion has gone there several 
times now. The first weekend he took mops, buckets, brooms, "tons of bleach" and more than $3,000 
in gift cards. 

The Los Angeles Times picked up on the news and published an article about the tribe's plight. 
It's a start. 
Through good times or bad, no self-respecting Louisianian turns down the chance to party, so 

in mid-December Dulac had a Surviving the Hurricane Party. Free food, free live entertainment 
featuring the zydeco and swamp pop of Dion's uncle's band. 

Les bons temps rouleront encore! (The good times will roll again.) 

Bay St. Louis and Waveland, Mississippi 
Sam Thompson '03 is known for having run the Appalachian Trail. These days, he's running a 

relief effort in Bay St. Louis and Waveland. 
"I came down immediately after Katrina under the auspices of my home church, First Presbyterian 

in Vicksburg, which was very excited about helping down here," he says. 
Working out of First Presbyterian Church in Bay St. Louis, Thompson, who operated an Internet 

running apparel company in Dallas, (nurunsports.com ) happened to be in Mississippi a few weeks 
before Katrina hit. 

"Because I was here, it just made sense to do this," he says. "I initially came to Bay St. Louis for 
a couple of weeks. It's turned into five months. I'm committed to stay till the end of February, but 
most likely will stay a few more months. After that, maybe a couple of years. Everything is very fluid 
here," he laughs. 

Thompson and his nondenominational teams from all over the country essentially do contractors' 
jobs, he says. They've gutted homes, "getting all the wet, muddy, terrible stuff out and then ripping out 
drywall, taking the houses down to the studs and spraying them with bleach to kill the mold. It's nasty 
work that you couldn't pay most people to do." The economics helped the homeowners, Thompson says. 

"Contractors were charging $13,000 to gut a house, which is exorbitant. We've been rotating teams of 
15 people every week." Churches as far away as Seattle are a constant presence, weekly sending new 
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teams to the site. 
Today, a drive through the area 

reveals the studs of houses, "which 
is kind of refreshing because it 
looks like new construction, if you 
can look past the piles of debris 
everywhere." 

Thompson lives in an ancient 
Airstream trailer next to the 
church. He's fed three meals a day. 

"I have no living expenses," he says. 
Thompson and his work were 

the subjects of a Nov. 14, 2005, 
MSNBC piece. The reporter 
described him as "a wiry, crew-
cut ultra-marathoner." 

As for running, he admits 
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To promote hurricane relief awareness, 
Thompson plans to run 50 marathons in 50 states in 50 days this year. 

"Recovery is a marathon, not a sprint," he says. 

Long Beach, Mississippi 
Ten miles northeast of Bay St. Louis, John Foutch '05 works a similar gig at Long Beach 

Presbyterian Church. He, too, lives next to the church in a vintage travel trailer—not an Airstream, 
but one that has a "nice, tan color." 

The church's sanctuary, built of concrete blocks after Hurricane Camille hit in 1969, survived. 
Fellowship Hall, a historic structure, "floated like a boat" 30-40 feet off its foundations. 

Foutch, a native of Lebanon, TN, is an employee of Mississippi Presbytery. 
"Some churches have adopted Long Beach as their place to come and work. Middle Tennessee 

Presbytery has adopted it," says Foutch. "A church in Spartanburg, SC, recently purchased and 
installed carpet throughout the entire church. We don't have any sort of budget, so any work that's 
getting done is a result of volunteer groups providing the labor and in most cases, the supplies." 

Groups also work on homes, "anywhere we find a need and can match it up with the group," says 
Foutch, who had planned to stay through the end of January. 

He'd like to see the work documented. 
"I want other folks with artistic skills who could produce a documentary to come down. 
"Often, groups come down thinking they'll do a weekend mission trip. Once they get here, they're 

already planning their next trip down. Once you see this place, you understand the need that's here 
and that will be here." 

Ocean Springs, Mississippi 
From Memphis to Mobile—Robert Shreve '08 and 20 friends from Rhodes and his hometown of 

Mobile went to Ocean Springs over fall break in October. They worked two full days. When he returned 
to Rhodes, he spoke to Tiffany Merritt '02 in the Chaplain's Office about organizing a student cleanup 
trip this spring. With a generous grant from the Bonner Foundation, it will happen in May. 

"It was shocking to see," Shreve says of the devastation. "I've grown up with hurricanes, and this is 
by far the worst I've ever seen." 

a 
MM. 
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Ellie Hahn '08 enjoys a ride back to the cleanup site in Ocean Springs, MS 

The first day, the group sorted clothing at a warehouse where all the supplies from organizations 

around the country come in. Next was cleanup at the damaged home of Hazami Barmada '07. 

Late in the day, Shreve drove to Biloxi. 

"It was completely wiped out," he says. "People were living in tents in front of their houses. None of 

us had ever seen anything like that. We were silent." 

The next day, they went to Ocean Springs Presbyterian Church, split up into three groups and 

helped some church members with cleanup. 

"I went back at Thanksgiving," says Shreve. "Biloxi had made a little progress, but still has a long 

way to go. It's overwhelming when you see it. At first, I thought, 'With 20 kids here we could work 
for a year straight and not see much progress.' But you can't think of it like that. You have to think of 

the people you help and who appreciate it. Even if you work for a weekend at their home, it makes a 

huge difference." 

The Methodists are coming—Jimmy Whittington '67, the mayor of Selmer, TN, for 14 years 

until he decided not to run again last fall, has also been a disaster response coordinator for 30 years. 

That post, he's not giving up. 
He goes where the Memphis Conference of 

the United Methodist Church sends him. He 

also goes where the U.S. government sends him. 

He's that good. This time, the Methodists sent 

him to Ocean Springs. From there, he toured all 

of Jackson County to assess the damage. 

"I had worked 30 disasters prior to Katrina, 

he says. 

and I could tell this was going to be the worst," 

"Officially, the Memphis Conference sent me 

south to find a place to house volunteer teams. I 

ended up at St. Paul United Methodist Church 

in Ocean Springs. They had a brand-new church 

on a 25-acre campus. When I got there they 

were already housing a Red Cross shelter and 
distribution center. In about three days I had 

a volunteer group from North Carolina that 

agreed to come, do all the cooking and provide 

the food. We then managed to make contact 

with two churches in Houston that had raised $100,000 in a week to buy tents to house people. So 

in about the first week, we had food, cooks and a place to house work teams. I got the first two 

groups from Tennessee and Kentucky down there within the first 10 days. 

"We got the word out through the Mercy Center in North Carolina—a clearing house for 

volunteer work teams—and started scheduling people in. After we'd been at it a week, the 

emergency management operations of Jackson County met with us. Because we were the only 

organization up and going anywhere in that area, they wanted us to coordinate the entire volunteer 

effort coming into Jackson County. We accepted. When we did, that was really good because FEMA 
could then begin to be a backup for us. In fact, they put in our phone banks, our roads through the 
tents (some of which were sent from Russia) and did all the hookup for electricity, which took that 

expense off St. Paul's Church. We eventually created a tent city that could house 300 volunteers a 

day. We've been housing just about the maximum ever since." 

With tractors, backhoes and front-end loaders, Whittington's volunteers have moved debris. 

They've also rehabbed more than 1,500 residences in Jackson County. Groups come from 
everywhere—California, Washington state, Maine—and they are most welcome. 

"I was astonished at the number of people I met the first couple of days who had apparently just 
dropped their lives wherever they were and came—with no idea of where they were going. We 
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hooked up with a company out of Nebraska called the Orphan Grain Train, which ended up sending 
us 18-wheelers of food for the workers. So if you go work down there, the only thing that costs you 
is the gas to get there. You're fed three meals a day and your housing is taken care of." 

In December, Whittington said the operation was still in the relief phase of disaster response. The 
recovery phase, he said, should begin early this year. 

"When you're down there, your focus is on what you can see," he explains. "You want to help 
everybody at the same time, but you start with a house and move on to the next one." The 
devastation is so vast, he said, that "the United Methodist Church worldwide could not take care of 
the Gulf Coast." 

Rebuilding—Julia Weaver '85 was elected alderman-at-large for Ocean Springs two months 
before Katrina hit. She says it's been a "wild ride." One of Weaver's first tasks after the storm was 
working the phone banks at city hall, trying to connect people with their loved ones. 

Ocean Springs didn't flood as severely as other cities, but residents lost the first block or two of 
homes along the waterfront because, says Weaver, "the city is built on bluffs and protected by Deer 
Island right off the beach. Past Deer Island is Horn Island. Much of our beachfront is 12-20 ft. high. 
When our big wave came, it beat itself out on the bluffs." 

In the first hours and days after the storm, the task of city government was to provide shelter, 
water and ice until outside agencies could reach the devastated area. During the second phase, the 
focus was on the enormous task of garbage and debris pickup. Cleaning debris—especially houses 
and cars containing toxic materials—from the beach, marshes and bayous is another problem. 

"It's very sensitive," says Weaver. "You don't want to disturb grasses or wetlands. We need those 
wetlands to absorb future tidal surges." 

The good news is that federal and state agencies will work in partnership to clean up the 
waterways. 

With an eye to the future, Weaver and other local officials are looking at rebuilding. 
"I ran for public office on a platform of good, effective government and that we were really going to 

push amenities to increase our quality of life—more soccer fields, green space, trails, beautification, 
that sort of thing," says Weaver. 

"We're now determining what new flood elevation rules and building standards we're going to 
adopt. We're being encouraged by the governor's office and the New Urbanists who have come and 
done redevelopment plans for each of the municipalities. They recommend adopting what's called a 

"smart code" that encourages mixed-use, walkable communities and avoids sprawl. People here like 
the New Urbanism plans, especially the idea of towns being walkable. The towns along the coast 
grew that way as they were developing in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. People didn't have 
cars, things were walkable, and residents had water views and access to the beach. We would be 
replicating what our grandparents did right." 

Weaver is also chair of the board of the Rebuild Ocean Springs Fund, a group of advisers 
representing churches, business, local government, Habitat for Humanity and other organizations. 
They're raising money to fill both immediate and long-term needs. 

First on the list are what Weaver calls community living rooms—roomy buildings where evacuees 
who now live in travel trailers can literally stretch out, do homework, watch TV and visit. Second, 
the money raised could fund a town architect to advise people as they build back according to smart 
growth principles and historic preservation rules. Third, the city would like to hire an arborist. 

"One of the major assets in our coastal community and something we literally cannot live without 
in the hot months is our live oak tree canopy," Weaver says. "The trees did very well in the storm, but 
like everything else, they're stressed. They'll need attention and expertise." 

Like everyone and everything else.  ni 

Editor's Note: We know there are many other stories of heroism by members of the Rhodes 
community. Please e-mail them to magazine@rhodes.edu . We will post them on the Web site. Look 
for them at rhodes.edu/rhodesmagazine.  
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ATHLETICS 

Steinert Tackles His Last Season 
By Bill Sorrell 

He's been one of the most ferocious 
hitters in the Southern Collegiate 
Athletic Conference, but there's 
something that he hasn't been hit 
with. 

For the first time since he was 8, 
Brian Steinert will not be playing 
football in fall 2006. The Lynx team 
captain and middle linebacker will 
graduate in May. 

Steinert can be proud of the way 
he's played. As a junior, he led the 
league in tackles with 98. As a senior, 
he was second in the conference and 
first on the team in tackles with 97. 
He's been first team All-SCAC both 
seasons. 

Twice Steinert was recognized 
nationally. He was named to Don 
Hansen's National Weekly Football 
Gazette NCAA Division 3 Player of 
the Week team for the same games 
he received SCAC Defensive Player 
of the Week. The awards came after 
performances against Washington 
University Oct. 1 and Colorado 
College Oct. 22. 

Against Wash U, a school he 
would have attended had he not 
decided on Rhodes, Steinert had 14 
tackles, including five for loss; four 
quarterback sacks; and two pass 
breakups. It was the most tackles for 
loss and most quarterback sacks in 
one game in the SCAC since October 
2003. 

Against Colorado College, Steinert 
set a 43-year-old interception yardage 
record for the College Athletic 
Conference/SCAC when he had 135 
yards on two interceptions. He scored 
touchdowns of 50 and 85 yards with 
them. 

"A team of Brian Steinerts and you'd 
win the Super Bowl," said Rhodes 
head football coach Joe White. 

Calling him one of the top "two or 
three defensive players" in the SCAC, 

White said Steinert would be on his 
"all-decade team." 

Steinert's intelligence, attention to 
detail, determination, strength, speed 
and the ability to be where he needed 
to be were among his assets. 

His biggest honor came when 
teammates elected him one of three 
captains. 

"It really did push me to grow and 
to become the leader I needed to be. 
Being named captain meant players 
expected a lot out of me. My own 
expectations were a lot higher than 
other people's expectations," said 
Steinert, a native of Hoover, AL. 

Said senior defensive end Daniel 
Brunner, "He's always been so quiet- 
spoken. He came out of his shell. He 

became more of a vocal leader." 
"Steinert played football like it 

was his job," said Brunner, a team 
captain who led the SCAC with 11 
quarterback sacks. "He goes in with 
his lunch pail, punches the clock and 
gets to work." 

Through football Steinert learned 
to persevere. "Four years of football is 
a tough thing for anybody. It's never 
smooth sailing." 

After graduation, Steinert, a 
biophysics major with a 3.21 GPA, 
plans to return to Sweet Home 
Alabama. 

He's applied for graduate school 
at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, where he plans to study 
material science and engineering. 
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Making Waves 
By Bill Sorrell 

It was a sneaky way to make a 
splash but it got Jazmin Miller into 
the swim of things athletically. 

Logan Miller picked up his 
daughter at preschool one day with a 
top secret: "Don't tell Mom, but we're 
going to do something exciting." 

When he and Jazmin arrived 
home, he tossed her into the family 
swimming pool. Sink or swim. 

They didn't know it but mom, 
Rosemary Miller, who's afraid of 
water, was watching the entire 
episode. 

"Dad's always encouraged me to go 
the extra mile on things I want to 
do," said Miller, now a sophomore at 
Rhodes. 

While it wasn't a mile, Miller swam 
an extra-fast 100-yard freestyle at the 
2005 Southern Collegiate Athletic 
Conference meet at San Antonio in 
February. 

With her time of 52.78 seconds, 
Miller became the first Rhodes 
swimmer to qualify for the NCAA 
Division 3 national championships. 

Rhodes athletic director Mike 
Clary began the swimming and 
diving program during the 1998-99 
school year. 

Using her 6-0 height, natural speed 
and hard work, Miller achieved an 
honor that she had no idea was so 
monumental. When Clary presented 
her with an athletic department 
award, it sank in. 

"I didn't think any one person 
could be singled out for contributing 
something for the major growth of 
a sport," said Miller. "I think there 
have been breakthroughs in other 
sports, but swimming is relatively 
new. I didn't think I would be one to 
trailblaze. I was looking up to other 
people." 

Miller is a role model for the 
program, said new coach Jon Duncan,  

a former Purdue swimmer who 
qualified for the 2000 Olympic trials. 

"Her experience at the national level 
makes her a leader. Everybody relies 
on her to do well." She was the female 
MVP for Rhodes swimming for 2005. 

Clary, who called Miller one of the 
top 10 students he's recruited in 25 
years, attributed the training regimen 
of last season's part-time coach Dick 
Fadgen for Miller's development. 

"The talent was always there," said 
Fadgen. "She went from a decent 
swimmer to a great swimmer. She's 
not a tank. She's tall, she's lean. She's 
like a rocket ship going through the 
water. She looks like a toothpick, but 
she's strong." 

Miller honed her skills swimming 
for the Germantown Swim Team and 
the Memphis Tiger Swim Team. At 
Houston High School, she was a top 
five finalist for the Best of the Preps 
in swimming in 2003 and was named 
to the Best of the Preps swim team in 
2004. She qualified for the state meet 
ing 2003 and 2004. 

"I'm a mental swimmer," said Miller, 
who must discipline herself for 6 a.m.  

swim practice, more than 20 hours 
a week in the pool and maintain a 
Dean's List 3.74 GPA. She is majoring 
in theater. 

Her parents are both family 
practitioners in Whitehaven. Her 
brother, Logan Miller Jr., graduated 
from Duke in 2005 and is living in 
Charlotte, NC, studying for the LSAT. 

Calling her success "serious 
blessings from the Lord," Miller said, 

"Without my faith, I don't think I 
would have made it." 

Miller's goal is to break the SCAC 
100-yard freestyle record of 52.38 
seconds and improve on her 15th-
place finish at nationals which were 
at Hope College in Michigan last 
March. 

There may be other challenges in 
her future, such as the Olympics. 

"It's nothing I've ever even thought 
about, but neither were the nationals," 
she said. "It could be a possibility in 
the future."  III 
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ALUMNI NEWS 

From the Alumni Relations Office 
Dear Alumnus/a, 

Greetings from the Alumni Relations Office! We are 
having a busy academic year with: 

• The establishment of new alumni chapters 
• A wonderful October Homecoming program 
• The development of "Meeman on the Road" in 

which we work with the Meeman Center for Lifelong 
Learning to arrange for faculty members to attend alumni 
gatherings throughout the country 

• The launching of several new programs designed 
to assist students in finding both learning and work 
experiences in their fields of study 

At Rhodes we are making remarkable advances in 
creating new opportunities to enhance student learning. 
Students are being placed in settings that align with their 
academic interests. Some of these experiences include 
research at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital and the 
Memphis Zoo. Other sites are health care institutions, 
public and nonprofit service agencies, all forms of business 
enterprises and individuals who are willing to accept 
students as interns. As we look to the implications for our 
new curriculum to be implemented in 2007, we anticipate 
that this approach to student learning will be employed in 
even more purposeful fashion. 

Students gain when they have opportunity to learn 
outside the classroom. Beyond getting a sense of how the 
world of work functions, they become better students. 
Field experiences help students put textbook knowledge 
into context. As a result of realizing the relationship 
between their academic study and how knowledge can be  

applied, they are more focused on their scholarly work. 
We need help in developing additional learning 

opportunities for students, and you can be part of this 
effort. Please consider participating in the Rhodes Career 
Network. Contribute to the learning of students by 
providing internships or by volunteering for the "Shadow 
Program" in which students observe you in your work 
setting. Don't feel that you must live in or near Memphis 
to provide these opportunities for students. Summers, 
school breaks and holiday periods provide windows of time 
in which students could be available both to help and learn. 

Should you decide to offer an internship or assist 
students in other ways, I believe you will be in for a great 
experience. Please contact Amy Oakes in our Career 
Services Office (901-843-3800) or Matt Semko in the 
Alumni Relations Office (901-843-3845) or visit the 
Career Services Web site at rhodes.edu/careerservices  to 
learn more. 

All of us need to be about the work of finding ways 
to help our students in their learning, growth and 
development. Please do what you can. 

Best regards, 

Bud Richey 
Director of Alumni Relations 

Nominations Requested 
Nominations are requested for the following awards to be presented at Homecoming, Oct. 20-21: 

Distinguished Alumnus/a Award 
Young Alumnus/a of the Year 

Athletic Hall of Fame 
BSA Distinguished Alumnus/a Award 

Please send your nominations by Friday, March 17. 

Visit Alumni at rhodes.edu , or mail to: Bud Richey, Alumni Relations Office, Rhodes College, 

2000 N. Parkway, Memphis, TN 38112 
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Seniors Ben Carroll and Becky Saleska were named Mr. and Ms. Rhodes 
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Honored as Distinguished Alumni were Memphis architect Louis Pounders'68, 
left, and late Denver architect Jason Pettigrew '96, whose father Vernon 
accepted the award 
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Homecoming 2005 
Athletic Hall of Fame 

Receiving honors this year were (left to right): Phil Mulkey '77, track and field, football; Jim Fink '79, football and 
baseball; Ellen Thompson '92, basketball; Jerry Peters '60, basketball; and Jim Hever '86, football 

Mr. and Ms. Rhodes 
	

Alumni Convocation 
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BSA Reception 

The Black Student Association 
chose Nashville physician Ron 
Mire as its Alumnus of the Year 

Julia "Cookie" Ewing, chair of the Rhodes Department of Theatre and artistic 
director of McCoy Theatre, unveiled the portrait of longtime theatre professor 

Ray Hill 

www.rhodes.edu 
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CLASS NOTES 
BY ELIZABETH H. BRANDON '06 

RHODES INTERNATIONAL 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT 

JIM EIKNER '57 

MEMPHIS 

1950 	  

REPORTERS: ANN DEWAR BLECKEN 

355 CARAWAY CV. 

MEMPHIS, TN 38117 

901-683-4737. 

JIM WILLIAMSON 

733 UNIVERSITY ST. 

MEMPHIS, TN 38107 
901-276-3989 

The Tennessee Dental Association 
recently named Bill Coley 

Humanitarian of the Year for his work 
with the Church Health Center in 
Memphis, helping to establish a clinic 
for the poor in Heber Springs, AR, 
and for numerous mission trips to 
Central America and the Caribbean. 

1951 55th Reunion 
HOMECOMING: Our. 20-21, 2006 

REPORTER: FRANCES CROUCH PERKINS 

P0 Box 66 
SENATOBIA, MS 38668 
662-562-6441 

Denby '50 and Helen Deupree 

Brandon enjoyed a late summer week 
at Grove Park Inn, Asheville, NC. 
Helen's brother Wayne Deupree '52 

and wife Carolyn of New Orleans 
visited the Brandons after Hurricane 
Katrina, and are living in Memphis 
until they return home. 

Anne Caldwell, along with family 
members, was in Charlotte, NC, 
Sept. 9, 2005, to celebrate the 101st 
birthday of her mother, Mrs. Frank 
Caldwell. 

Dr. Ralph and Barbara Howell 

Hamilton were honored in September 
at the dedication of the state-of-the-
art UT Hamilton Eye Institute, a 40-  

year dream come true. 
After moving from Marianna, AR, 

June Beasley Mann is enjoying her 
new home on the Memphis riverfront. 

Martha Ellen Davidson Maxwell has 
moved to a new zero-lot-line home in 
east Memphis. 

Eleanor Clarke Miller recently 
visited her sister Louise Clarke Bowles 

'44 and husband Albert, who reside in 
Houston. 

Martha Gulledge York, Mary 

Catherine Lynn Hitchings and Frances 

Crouch Perkins with three other 
members of the sewing group spent a 
relaxing September week at Martha's 
lodge on Big Mountain, near 
Whitefish, MT. Highlights were trips 
to Post Bridge and Big Fork, MT. 

1952 
REPORTER: SARA JANE BRYANT GREENLEE 

355 BLUFF RIDGE COVE 

CORDOVA, TN 38018 
Rosemary Nelms Stinson and 

husband David of Middleton, TN, 
now have a home in Collierville. 

Wayne Cliffe of Los Angeles 
and San Clemente, CA, enjoyed 
a September trip to the Canadian 
Rockies, staying at the historic Banff 
Springs Hotel. 

Since retiring from the practice of 
anesthesiology in November 1987, 
after 30 years at St. Luke's Episcopal 
and Texas Children's Hospitals 
in Houston, J.R. Cody began the 
practice of bonsai in Belton, TX. He 
has written 40 articles about bonsai 
horticulture and related items for 
American bonsai journals and has 
been published in BonsaiUk. Bonsai 
Clubs International awarded him the 
2002 Meritorious Service Award for 
his annually revising and updating 
The Indices, a comprehensive index of 
the four American bonsai journals. In 
2005, he received a BCI Certificate of 
Appreciation for longtime volunteer 
service at the fifth World Bonsai 
Convention. 

1957 
REPORTER: EMMETT BUFORD 

409 E. ERWIN DR. 

MEMPHIS, TN 38117 

George Morris of Clearwater, FL, is 
president of Orthopaedic Specialties 
group. He currently serves on the 
Morton Plant Mease Health System 
Board and is director of ER services. 
At his Day Creek Ranch in Steamboat 
Springs, CO, he "enjoys punching 
cows and skis there." Visitors and 
news are welcome! 

1958 
REPORTER: LORRAINE RAYBURN ABERNATHY 

30 WILLWAY AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23226 

804-353-4202 
LABERNATHY04@COMCAST.NET  

Dickie Jones and wife Joan defied 
the "just sitting around" crowd with a 
two-week trip to Greece and Turkey. 
They spent four days in Athens and 
the Peloponnesus area, then hit the 
islands of Mykonos, Santorini and 
Rhodes and the Turkish ports of 
Bodrum and Ephesus, winding up 
with three days in Istanbul. Dickie 
says his two years of Greek at Rhodes 
helped in reading road signs! 

Nan Schaeffer Graham is back 
teaching an honors course about wit 
and wisdom of the South at UNC 

Wilmington. She is beginning her 
12th year of doing commentaries on 
the local public radio station. She 
did an extensive book tour through 
Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, 
North Carolina and South Carolina 
promoting her newest book In a 
Magnolia Minute... Secrets of a Late 
Bloomer. She has a Web site we might 
check out: nangraham.com . 

Nan put me in touch with her old 
Evergreen Dorm roommate Mary Ann 

Breese Brendel, who lives down the 
road from me in Williamsburg, VA. 
Mary Ann (we called her Breezy) 
transferred to William and Mary our 
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sophomore year. She met husband 
Jack there, where he's still a lawyer. 
They have two grown children, one 
a visiting professor at William and 
Mary (where Dr. Taylor Reveley's son 
Taylor III is dean of the law school). 

Sue and Billy McLean '57 who live 
in Mobile made it through Hurricane 
Katrina's horror in good shape. They 
were without power for most of a 
week, but they were spared the brunt 
of the storm. They continue to be 
active in real estate (Sue) and other 
business (Billy). 

Kip and Louis Zbinden were 
spared Hurricane Rita's brunt in 
San Antonio and their beach house 
at Port Aransas. Together they 
will receive the Texas Leadership 
Award given by Texas Lutheran 
University in November. They are 
the fifth recipients of the leadership 
award. They also welcomed seventh 
grandchild, Elizabeth Adams Baker, 
into the world on same day Hurricane 
Katrina struck. 

Also from the storm-related news 
category, Neville and John Bryan's 

son John Ill '83 and his family were 
displaced from their New Orleans 
home. They are living in Nashville, 
where the children went right into 
schools, and they may be there for the 
school year. 

Paul Thompson's sister was in 
Waveland, MS, when Katrina struck, 
but is OK. Her family stayed several 
weeks with friends in Houston before 
moving back to Waveland. Paul and 
wife Bunny are again going to St. 
Barth's, French West Indies, to take 
services at the Anglican Church. 

Beth Simpson reports that 
Denton McLellan is back at Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church and that "we are 
thrilled to have him there." She also 
reported that a new choral anthem 
created in memory of Dick Baldwin, 

was presented at Idlewild Dec. 4. You 
might be able to get to their radio 
broadcast at www.idlewildchurch.org . 

Mary Jane Smalley Roberts and  

husband Paul took a late August 
cruise from Dover, England ("yes, 
the cliffs really are white!") to Monte 
Carlo. They had had two great 
days in London, where they took 
in the new Andrew Lloyd Webber 
musical "Woman in White" and the 
National Gallery. They went to St. 
Malo, France, stopped in Bordeaux 
(much changed since Mary Jane was 
a student there in 1958), then to the 
Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, on 
to Lisbon and Cadiz and the works 
of Miro and Picasso. Wound up on 
the Riviera for two days in Cannes, 
returning by way of DC, where 
they helped old friends celebrate an 
anniversary and took in two operas 
and the National Gallery. Anybody 
else drooling? 

Other travelers were Mary Ada and 
Buddy Whiteaker, who joined their 
three children and six grandchildren 
in Sanibel Island, FL, to celebrate 
Buddy's 70th birthday. He said, "It 
was like a neverending treasure hunt. 
We arrived just as Hurricane Dennis 
passed through, leaving the beaches 
awash with shells, some of which 
were rare." Both are having some 
ongoing back problems but believe 
they are finding helpful treatments. 

Thanks for the updates. Be sure and 
send news and e-mail addresses to me 
at labernathy04@comcast.net . 

1959 
REPORTER: SARA JEAN "SHINY" JACKSON 

SJJ1022@EARTHLINK.NET  

Bates Peacock Toone reports a 
visit to Spain with her husband Ed 
to attend their son's first photography 
show and to Winston Salem with 
her daughter's family, including 
grandchildren Noah (6) and Ben (3). 

Sissy Rasberry Jones hosted an art 
show at her new riverfront home in 
Memphis. Sissy is delighted to share 
news that the abstract watercolors of 
Jimmy Curtis '60 were wonderful, the 
show was well received and many of  

the paintings sold. Congratulations to 
Sissy and to Jimmy! 

The award for "longest news item" 
was submitted by Anne Underwood 

Johnson. A great report! Included 
here is a somewhat edited version 
of Anne's life to date, mostly about 
her and husband Bob (retired head 
of Surgical Oncology at Medical 
College of Georgia). They have lived 
in Augusta, GA, since 1973, have 
been married for 44 years, are parents 
of three daughters and an "equal 
number of sons-in-law." They are 
the grandparents of two boys and 
two girls. Anne's avocation is golf 
and she admits to involvement in 
local, regional and state women's golf 
associations. Bob admits to being a 
golf widower. Anne also includes 
needlepoint, gardening, photography 
and "fighting the computer" as other 

"mundane" aspects of her life. About 
her interest in genealogy, she reports 
that she and Bob have organized 
family papers and bound them as 
a family archive of 11 volumes "as 
of now." Of special interest was 
her review of 60 letters sent home 
from S'western and preserved by her 
parents in Oak Ridge, TN. She says, 

"It was very nostalgic for me to read 
what campus life and my activities 
were in 1956-58...." Anne, this was a 
great report! Thank you! 

This class report will conclude 
with the reminder that an e-mail 
address list of class members is being 
compiled. Contact me for access to 
this list. Send me your information if 
you would like to be included. 

1961  45th Reunion 
HOMECOMING: OCT. 20-21, 2006 

REPORTER: SAM DRASH 

4541 SOLOMON SEAL TR. 

CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415 

423-875-3580 

SLDRASH@COMCAST.NET  

Cynthia Bringle was on a panel 
dealing with the business of crafts in 
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November for students of the local 
community college at Penland. In 
February, she will conduct a workshop 
at Rockingham Community College, 
North Carolina, and in March she 
will be conducting another workshop 
at the Sertoma Art Center in Raleigh, 
NC. 

Edwina Bringle has a show dealing 
with her fiber work at St. Andrews-
Sewanee, which opened Jan. 9. She 
also conducted a workshop at the 
school. Edwina has also organized 
a one-week retreat at the Penland 
School for making flameworked glass 
beads. 

Last year, The Bone and Joint 
Clinic of Franklin, TN, of which 
Shannon Curtis has been a partner for 
25 years, named its new wing after 
him, The Curtis Wing. Shannon, 
who was the first doctor in Franklin 
to perform spine surgery, is the 
managing partner of the clinic. 
He also serves as president of the 
Nashville Orthopaedic Society. 

Wayne Drash, the son of Sam and 
Ginny Taylor Drash '66 has a chapter 
written about him in the book titled 
Running the Marathon ofLift by Nell 
W. Mohney. It deals with Wayne's 
running his first marathon in April 
2004, which he ran for his baby son 
Billy. Billy had developed seizures 
shortly after his birth in September 
2003. Doctors told Wayne and his 
wife that Billy had a small chance 
of living more than three weeks. A 
brain scan that was taken shortly 
after he was born indicated that if he 
lived, he would probably have severe 
learning problems for the rest of his 
life. Wayne prayed for and with Billy 
and would whisper in his ear, "Fight, 
Billy! Don't give up! Don't give 
up!" each time he was with him. He 
would constantly hold him and read 
to him and whisper in his ear. A few 
months later, a second brain scan was 
taken that indicated that there was no 
longer any damage to Billy's brain. As 
Wayne was running in the marathon, 

he reached the point where his body 
was aching so much that he wanted to 
quit. Then he kept thinking of what 
he had told his son, "Don't give up! 
Don't give up!" This helped Wayne to 
complete the marathon! I'm sure that 
all of us have various marathons that 
we must complete in our lives. 

Harvey Jenkins and his wife 
Johanna sold their home in Orlando 
last summer and are now making 
Panama City their main home. 
They have also purchased a small 
Craftsman style cottage in Calera, 
AL, near Birmingham, where their 
children and grandchildren live. Their 
sixth grandchild, Katherine Jane, 
was born Sept. 16, 2005. The proud 
parents are their daughter Tamara and 
her husband Scott Quick. 

Buddy and Janet McKenzie Nix '60 

are proud to announce that Andrew 
Imparato, their son-in-law, married 
to their daughter Betsy, was named 
in August as one of 10 Outstanding 
Young Americans for 2005. He 
received that honor from the 
American Association of People with 
Disabilities (AAPD). He is the first 
full-time chief executive officer of the 
AAPD. 

Bill Reed is still enjoying his 
volunteer work at Springdale 
Elementary School, where he teaches 
math and reading to students with 

"resource" needs. I quote from Bill: 
"This continues to be my avocation. I 
love going there and believe a major 
step toward learning and toward 
development of effective attitudes, 
ethics and economic potential comes 
from people like us spending time 
with children and sharing ourselves 
with them. It's like adding a 
grandchild or two or three to your life. 
I never had more fun." 

Judy Glisson Snowden and her 
grown son David Snowden Jr. were 
pictured in the Arkansas Democrat 
Gazette newspaper in late May 2005. 
Judy and her husband David have 
been very involved for many years in  

trying to help save wildlife and nature. 
David was a charter board member 
of the Arkansas Nature Conservancy, 
an organization that tries to preserve 
unique pieces of habitat to support 
plants and animals in the area. 
David Jr. is now chairman of the 
organization. 

Emma and Jack Thompson traveled 
to Picayune, MS, in September with 
a Hurricane Katrina Relief Team 
from their Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), Middle Tennessee 
Presbytery. They were part of an 80-
member team that stayed in the First 
Presbyterian Church in Picayune. 
Emma and Jack stayed in tents on 
the lawn for four days. Their team 
was able to help 50 different families 
while they were in Picayune. Jack 

"has chainsaw, will travel" was busy 
the whole time there, cutting up and 
maneuvering trees off of houses. Their 
group of 80 people divided into six 
smaller teams, one of which went 
to Slidell, LA, to help clean out a 
house that had been flooded by 4-6 
feet of water. They took out furniture, 
baseboards, drywall, etc. Another 
group went down to Gulfport to help 
at a food distribution center in an area 
where most of the homes were totally 
destroyed. 

Judith Carson Vestal has had two 
presentations accepted for the World 
Federation of Occupational Therapy 
Conference which will be held in 
July in Sydney, Australia. One of 
the presentations deals with the 
development of an instrument to 
measure resilience in adults. The other 
presentation deals with occupational 
therapy collaboration with the 
community, looking at working 
together with such entities as Head 
Start, community mental health 
organizations, hurricane evacuees and 
program development in long-term 
care facilities. 
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1964 
Howard Edington and his book The 

Forgotten Man of Christmas: Joseph's 
Story were featured in the article "Father 
& Child" in the Dec. 19, 2005, issue 
of TIME magazine. Howard is senior 
pastor of Providence Presbyterian 
Church, Hilton Head, SC. 

At James Madison University in 
Harrisburg, VA, Challace McMillin 

and wife Mary Louise Quinn McMillin 

celebrated the dedication of the 
Challace McMillin Academic Center 
at the Plecker Athletic Performance 
Center. 

1965  	 

REPORTER: TERI TIDWELL HORNBERGER 

1723 42ND AVE. SW 

WATERTOWN, SD 57201 
JIMTERIHORN@A-OINTERNET.COM  

A poem by Harvey Goldner of 
Seattle appeared in the November-
December online edition of Poems 
Niederngasse, the Zurich-based literary 
magazine. His poem "Romance at an 
OPS Convention" will be published 
this winter in iota, the British literary 
magazine. 

Shannon Ball writes that he was 
divorced for 25 years and never 
expected to remarry. But he met 
the right woman, Christina Lonze, 
who wanted to spend the rest of her 
life with him. They were married 
Oct. 1, 2005, in Chicago, where 
she has a lot of family. Shannon's 
two married daughters and their 
families came up for the wedding, so 
a big party was had by all! Shannon 
has three grandchildren and two 
step-grandchildren. Christina is a 
speech pathologist, 56 years old, has 
two grown sons and one grandchild. 
Perfect match, wouldn't you say! 
Shannon worked in aerospace for 
36 years, then retired in May 2001. 
For fun he bikes 10 miles, 3 days 
a week, around White Rock Lake 
in the middle of Dallas. He has 

leisurely lunches involving either a lot 
of reading or a lot of beer drinking 
with buddies. He has a lot of lists of 
retirement projects (about 20) that he 
started compiling 10 years ago, but 
he has had to start only one! Life is 
good! 

Suzanne Burns' hobby is Civil 
War reenacting, and fall is one of 
the busiest times. No, she is not a 
soldier on the battlefield, or even 
a nurse. She is a civilian reenactor. 
Since she is no longer president of 
the Woman's Club of Nashville, she 
has more time to enjoy this hobby in 
retirement: "I usually portray Adelicia 
Hays Franklin Acklen Cheatham—or 
Adelicia Acklen, as she was better 
known. She was one of the wealthiest 
women in the south during the Civil 
War. She and her second husband, 
Joseph Acklen, built Belmont 
Mansion that is now the centerpiece 
of Belmont University. What we 
do depends on the reenactment. 
Sometimes it is as simple as going 
to a historic site and doing 'period' 
handwork. The ladies in our group 
all do some kind of period craft—I 
knit or crochet and do a little eyelet 
embroidery. If it is a military event, 
we may portray displaced families and 
set up a tent village. We might tend 
the wounded, do demonstrations or 
whatever. We try to behave as study 
has shown they did at the time and 
educate the public as to the impact 
the war had on the common citizen of 
the day. We do consider ourselves as 
living historians, and my group insists 
on accuracy, as far as we know it. I 
have a one-woman show of Adelicia 
that I take to groups, and I portray 
her every October at her mausoleum 
during a cemetery tour." 

Trisha Butterworth Egger lives in 
Kauai, HI, which is one of the least 
developed of the islands. Right now 
she has one acre called a "gentleman's 
farm," where she and her husband 
Larry grow orchids and tropical fruits. 
Trisha and Larry have been retired  

for many years. She also volunteers at 
the local school and recently became 
interested in fabric art (quilting) and 
doing reef surveys. Sounds like an 
enviable lifestyle to most of us! 

Judy Moody Daniel LePera retired 
from teaching in June 2005. She 
married Terry LePera July 9, and 
they went to France and Spain for 
their honeymoon. They are both 
teaching part time at James Madison 
University and have moved into a 
new house. Judy has a one-year-old 
grandson named Knox (after John 
Knox) Davidson Daniel. He is the joy 
of her life—as most of us feel about 
our grandchildren! 

Jim Fall was one of four finalists 
in Atlantic Monthly's Service to 
America Medals and its nationwide 
search for recipients of the Career 
Achievement Award. The award 
recognizes a federal employee 
for significant accomplishments 
throughout a lifetime of achievement 
in public service. As deputy 
assistant secretary of the Treasury 
for Technical Assistance Policy, Jim 
led the expansion of Treasury's 
international technical assistance 
program which has strengthened 
the financial systems in 70 countries 
around the world and helped restore 
the banking infrastructure and 
introduce a new currency in Iraq. 
Two former Treasury secretaries 
nominated him for the honor. Jim 
also received a Presidential Rank 
Award for Distinguished Service for 
2005. Jim, who was named Rhodes 
Alumnus of the Year in 1993, hikes 
with a group of Washington friends 
that selects a challenging adventure 
every year or so—"something that 
we might have dreamed of during 
our youth"—and then set forth 
the logistics to accomplish these 
adventures. "Last year we hiked the 
Grand Canyon from the South Rim 
to the North Rim one day and the 
next day reversed our tracks and 
hiked from the North Rim to the 
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South Rim—a total of 50 miles in 
temperatures that near the Colorado 
River soared to about 120 degrees." 
This fall, Jim and his group also took 
a four-day hike on the Inca Trail to 
Machu Picchu in Peru. 

Teri Tidwell Hornberger traveled 
to southwestern France Sept. 20-
Oct. 3, 2005, on a memorable art 
adventure that included 13 artists 
and three companions from various 
locations in the U.S., from Alaska 
to New York. The group painted en 
Mein air, photographed in medieval 
villages, and visited local markets and 
historic sites. The gourmet meals of 
French and Mediterranean cuisine 
were exquisitely presented. The 
English garden of LeVieux Couvent 
was a perfect, calm atmosphere for 
creativity to flourish. All students 
painted in watercolor. Touring Paris 
was a time to see many museums, 
including the Louvre and Musee 
D'Orsay. Claude Monet's garden at 
Giverney was a highlight, as well as 
the boat ride on the Seine and being 
at Notre Dame Cathedral and the 
Eiffel Tower. Did you know that all 
measured distances in France begin at 
Notre Dame? Teri had her very good 
friend, Ken Way, 98 years old, on the 
trip with her. He did remarkably well! 
This was a trip of a lifetime for him, as 
it was his first trip to Europe. 

1967 
REPORTER: JEANNE HOPE JACOBS BUCKNER 

9903 WOODLAKE COVE 

AUSTIN, TX 78733 

JHBUCKNER@AOL.COM  

Jennifer and Ray Henley don't think 
of themselves as "cruise people," but 
friends talked them into going with 
them to Alaska. They left mid-June 
from Vancouver and docked in 
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway and 
Sitka. There was always gorgeous 
scenery, especially when they got to 
College Fjord where they came within 
a quarter mile of Harvard Glacier. 

The face of the glacier was 350 feet 
high and calved enough to impress 
them royally. Wildlife was abundant. 
They saw a humpback whale, eagles, 
dolphins, otters, seals and orcas from 
the ship. They debarked at Whittier 
and saw moose and mountain goats. 
The weather was perfect, so June was 
a good choice for sailing. They saw 
Denali from Talkeetna, AK, a very 
rustic and enjoyable town. They write 
that "there was never a moment when 
we weren't able to feast our eyes on 
beauty." On the home front, four of 
their five grandsons live nearby, so life 
is treating them both well. 

The last time many of us saw Rosie 

Gladney was at our 35th reunion 
in 2002. She had just made the 
decision to retire from teaching at 
the University of Alabama. In May 
2003 she and her partner Marcia 
Winter moved to their new home 
on Amelia Island (a barrier island 
immediately north of Jacksonville, 
FL), where Marcia had accepted a 
position at a nonprofit mental health 
facility. While unpacking, Rosie 
uncovered letters and postcards from 
her Southwestern roomies, suitemates 
and dorm friends: Dianne Rickoll 

Short, Dell Bailey Ford, Karen Gilmore 

Brassell, Annette Anderson Bowen 

and Mary Jo Burns Breen. Though 
some of them had kept in touch, not 
all had made it back to Memphis for 
class reunions, and most of them had 
not seen each other for more than 30 
years. So, with very little prompting, 
they decided turning 60 was reason 
enough to get themselves together. 

For the weekend of Sept. 23-25, 
the six (and two spouses) gathered 
at Nippersink Inn in Mentone, AL, 
to celebrate their 60th year and 
friendships dating back to freshman 
year at Rhodes—fondly known as 
Southwestern. Since five of the six 
live on or near the Atlantic and 
Gulf coasts and know the perils of 
hurricane season, they wisely chose to 
journey inland to a "mountain retreat." 

Karen Brassell made the 
reservations. Her two daughters had 
gone to summer camp in Mentone, 
and Karen was looking for an 
excuse to return to the rustic lodge 
overlooking the Little River which 
was built in 1935 on the Alabama 
side of Lookout Mountain. When 
Hurricane Katrina hit the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast, Karen was in Biloxi 
where she is a social worker on the 
gerontology psychiatric ward of 
a hospital. Fortunately, only the 
carport of her home in Gulfport 
was damaged. For 10 days everyone 
wondered where Karen was and 
whether she would make it for the 
reunion. When Rosie finally got 
through to the hospital where she 
worked, Karen said, "It's terrible, but 
we're having as much fun as we can 
here, and I'll be there!" Rosie knew 
that Karen had not changed. She's the 
one who brought a popcorn popper 
and invited everyone to her room their 
first night in Townsend Hall. 

En route to Mentone, Rosie picked 
up Dianne Short who had flown 
from her home in Virginia Beach 
to Atlanta to visit her daughter and 
two granddaughters. Having retired 
from full-time social work, Dianne 
supports her gardening habit by 
conducting educational programs 
for the Norfolk Botanical Gardens. 
Dianne's husband is the executive 
presbyter of southeastern Virginia. 
They have been in Virginia Beach for 
four years and love it. They have two 
daughters who both graduated from 
Rhodes—Jennifer in '93 and Tracey in 
'96. Their son went to Georgia Tech to 
become an engineer. Most important, 
they are the proud grandparents of 
two beautiful granddaughters, (3) and 
(19 months). 

Once Dianne and Rosie got 
together, the talking began, and they 
almost drove to Chattanooga before 
realizing they had missed a turn. In 
fact, talking proved to be the main 
activity for the reunion weekend. 
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From the moment each one entered 
the screened back porch of the lodge, 
or walked in the woods, browsed in 
the local antique stores, dined in or 
out, in twos, threes, or with all six, if 
they weren't deeply asleep, they were 
talking. 

Annette Bowen and her husband 
Jim, now retired from AT&T, are 
part time RV'ers. They had been away 
from home in Texas since July visiting 
relatives and pursuing Annette's 
passion for genealogical research. 
Their son and daughter took good care 
of pre-Rita details so their home in 
Clear Lake, TX, escaped any damage. 

Also in a motor home, Dell Ford and 
her husband Bob traveled to Mentone 
from Columbia, SC, where Dell is 
director of the Project Management 
Office in the Division of the State 
Chief Information Office. Bob, a 
retired engineer, is writing a book 
on change management and working 
on a collection of poems. They both 
enjoy traveling and teaching together 
in their respective churches. Dell's 
son also graduated from Rhodes 
and is now in the Ph.D. program in 
economics at the University of North 
Carolina. 

Mary Jo Breen, the only "inlander," 
flew down from Chicago where she 
has most recently been busy with the 
weddings of her two sons and her 
daughter's college graduation. Though 
her husband Jim has retired, he and 
she also keep quite busy with church 
work and travel. "My life may slow 
down when I'm 80," she laughed, "but 
I'm not counting on it." 

Rosie also writes that Dianne, Dell, 
Dell's husband and she attended a 
local peace rally over the weekend of 
their reunion. "It was held right there 
on the main drag (there is only one) 
in Mentone in conjunction with the 
big one in DC that day." They were 
both sad and glad to be there—"sad 
that the same songs and words we 
sang and heard in the '60s and '70s 
still need to be sung and heard; glad  

that the next generation recognizes 
the need and chooses to take a stand 
for peace and against war." 

1968 
REPORTERS: BOB MORRIS 

BMORRIS4O@MIDSOUTH.RR.COM  

DRUE THOM WHITE 

DRUEBOO@AOL.COM  

Jim Williamson and his colleagues 
at Williamson Pounders Architects in 
Memphis have received an Award of 
Merit from the Tennessee Chapter of 
the American Institute of Architects 
for their restoration and additions to 
Sacred Heart Cathedral in Rochester, 
NY. 

Eric Wilson was awarded the 2005 
Carolinas PGA Section Horton 
Smith Trophy for excellence in 
education, one of only 41 recipients 
of this award out of 28,000 PGA 
professionals throughout the nation. 
Eric is a PGA master professional and 
director of the Golf Academy of the 
Carolinas, a two-year fully accredited 
vocational/technical college in Myrtle 
Beach, SC. Also in the dissertation 
stage of his Ph.D. program in adult 
education through Capella University, 
Eric expects to complete his degree 
this spring. 

Priscilla Hinkle Ennis has earned 
quite a reputation as a very successful 
realtor with Re/Max in the Houston 
area. Her and husband Bob's most 
recent news was the marriage of their 
daughter Amy to an Algerian in San 
Francisco the very week Houston was 
being evacuated for Hurricane Rita. 
That obviously made for some travel 
delays to the wedding! The good news 
is that Amy and her new husband 
moved to Houston in November to 
begin real estate careers with Priscilla, 
possibly allowing her to retire a bit 
sooner. Pris and Bob, who has been 
connected to the space business for 29 
years, enjoyed a cruise to Alaska over 
Labor Day.  

1969 
Julia Ann Fleming of Birmingham, 

who previously worked as foundation 
vice president at Alabama Public 
Television, recently began JA Fleming 
& Associates as principal. She writes, 

"JA Fleming & Associates began in 
May 2004 and is progressing very 
well! We provide comprehensive 
organizational and fundraising 
consulting to nonprofit institutions. 
To date, we have assisted clients 
in Mobile, Birmingham and 
surrounding cities as well as Florence, 
AL." 

1970 
Jim Brinson , organist and choral 

director at Mercersburg Academy in 
Pennsylvania, has been awarded the 
Ammerman Distinguished Teaching 
Award for the 2005-2006 academic 
year. 

1972 
Richard Cecil Dorman of Boston is a 
client partner for BigBad Inc. 

1973 	  

REPORTER: MARGARET HEADRICK 

MHEADRICK@UTMEM.EDU  

If you are not currently on the 
e-mail distribution list for the class 
of 1973, send your e-mail address to 
mheadrick@utmem.edu. Let us know 
if you are interested in attending the 
class gathering in the spring. You 
won't want to miss out on the fun! 

The Memphis law firm of Rice 
Amundsen & Caperton celebrated 
partner Coble Caperton's rising to of 
counsel status in September. 

Meriwether Montgomery was 
transferred to Knoxville, TN, in May 
and loves the change from Florida. 
Her new home is next door to a horse 
farm where she boards her four-year-
old Tennessee Walker, Rocky. 
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Amy Bailey Evans is back in 

Colorado after living in North 
Carolina for six years. She is painting 
full time and is the Southeastern 
regional editor for "Plein Air 
Magazine." Her work is currently in 
galleries in North Carolina, Virginia 
and Colorado. She donated one of 
her paintings for the Rhodes Alumni 
Art Auction during homecoming 
this year. Check out her Web site 
at www.amyevansart.com  for more 
information. 

In Savannah, GA, Laurie Wyckoff 

Carson keeps the arts hopping as 
the cultural arts coordinator for the 
Department of Cultural Affairs, City 
of Savannah. 

Margaret Lawson Headrick has 

recently been elected to serve on the 
Rhodes College Alumni Executive 
Board. 

F. Clark Williams continues his 
work on the board as well as the film 
and membership committees of the 
Belcourt Theatre, an art house cinema 
in Nashville's Hillsboro Village. He 
served on the selection panel for 
short films for the 2006 Nashville 
Film Festival and remains active 
in the Sylvan Park Neighborhood 
Association. 

For the last seven years Scott 

Howard has been working to recruit 
students from the Houston area for 
Rhodes by participating in RAVE 
(Rhodes Alumni Volunteer Effort). 
He encourages each of you to get 
involved and help spread the "Rhodes 
Message" to students and parents at 
hundreds of college fairs across the 
country. Check out the Rhodes Web 
site or call the Alumni Office for 
more information. 

Vicki Kanawaisky Gore teaches part 
time as an adjunct professor at the 
University of Memphis Law School 
and is serving on the committee 
for the upcoming reunion of the 
University of Memphis Law School 
Class of 1980. Special thanks to Vicki 
for organizing a fall gathering at 

Ronnie Grisanti's in Memphis for the 
class of 1973. 

John Keesee will host a gathering 
for the class of 1973 this spring. 

Patricia Spears Jones has been 
extremely busy. Her second collection, 
Femme du monde, is scheduled for release 
in April 2006 from Tia Chucha Press, 
which is distributed by Northwestern 
University Press. More recent poems 
have been published in a number 
of leading literary and arts journals 
including Black Renaissance/Renaissance 
Noire from NYU. A new collaboration 
of poetry and music commissioned by 
Mabou Mines, Song for New York: What 
Women Do When Men Are Knitting, is 
to premiere in and around New York 
City in early summer 2006. There have 
also been readings to aid evacuees from 
Hurricane Katrina; involvement with 
PEN American Center's Core Freedoms 
campaign; and she is helping to 
organize the first-ever Prospect Heights 
Arts Festival in Brooklyn. 

1974 
In September, Memphis law firm 

Rice Amundsen & Caperton PLLC 
celebrated partner Larry Rice's 

completion of the third edition of The 
Complete Guide to Divorce Practice. 

1978 
RJ Harper, senior vice president for 

golf properties at the Pebble Beach 
Co., recently celebrated his 20th 
anniversary with the club. 

1979 
Lanetta Gann of Chicago is 

earning a master of science degree 
in anesthesiology through Rush 
Presbyterian University College of 
Nursing. She is an administrator with 
the Salvation Army. 

1981 25th Reunion 
HOMECOMING: OCT. 20-21, 2006 

Whit Brown has written a new 
textbook, Legal Terminology, 
published by Delmar. It offers 
more than 1,000 terms and phrases 
categorized by subject within chapters, 
allowing readers to see each one in 
context. Definitions with examples 
are written in layperson's terms. 

1982 
Sculptor Philip Howie of 

Catskill, NY, has completed a large 
commissioned work in bronze, "Our 
Lady of the Grace," for the St. Louis 
(Missouri) Priory School, a Catholic 
prep school run by Benedictine 
monks. Our Lady of the Grace is 
one of the symbols of the school. The 
sculpture was unveiled Oct 15, 2005. 

Having worked at the library 
reference desk from 1997-99, Paul 
Williford has returned to Rhodes as 
ITS help desk manager. 

1983 
U.S. attorney Terry Harris resigned 

Sept. 1, 2005, to serve as FedEx 
Express vice president of customer 
security services, in charge of the 
company's security operations in 
around 200 countries. Many will 
remember him as the "Tennessee 
Waltz" prosecutor who stated: 
"Citizens have a right to know 
government is not for sale." 

Memphis artist Brian Russell's cast 
glass and metal sculptures were on 
exhibit at Tobin-Hewett Gallery in 
Louisville last fall. 

1984 
REPORTER: TRACY VEZINA PATTERSON 

2680 MCVAY RD. 

MEMPHIS, TN 38119 

901-624-6681 

SPATTER2@MIDSOUTH.RR.COM  
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Dear Classmates: 
After a series of unfortunate 

technological difficulties (i.e. my 
husband inadvertently deleting my 
entire e-mail address book and all 
of my saved e-mails; the need to dig 
up my front yard to replace my high-
speed Internet cable; my 11-year-old 
daughter changing my e-mail address 
to "Foxy Mama" in an effort to create 
her own e-mail account), I am finally 
back online. Unfortunately, some of 
your messages sent to me were deleted, 
so please resend me your latest 
information so that I can include it in 
the next issue. 

However, I am very excited to 
report that Dr. Cathy Reese and 
renowned Memphis musician Don 
McGregor married July 30, 2005. 
The elegant evening affair was held 
at the Goldstein Estate in east 
Memphis and was centered around 
the theme "Once in a Blue Moon," 
the classic Van Morrison song. Cathy 

was attended by classmates Jennifer 

Frost Ramos. Laura Matthews. 'ours 

truly (or as I now prefer to be called, 
"Foxy Mama's Mama") and Cathy's 
daughter Selah, who stole the show. 
The spectacular three-tiered wedding 
cake was provided by Robin Newcomb 

Miller '85, through her business, 
Sweet Celebrations. 

In other joyous news, Rick and 
Anne Gaudet Beard welcomed 
daughter Jocelyn Prescott into their 
family Aug. 21, 2004. Jocelyn joins 
brother Ramsey (3). Four months later, 
Anne and her family relocated from 
Severna Park, MD, to the Dallas area. 
In addition to chasing after two little 
ones, Anne is working part time as a 
corporate communications consultant. 
Her husband Rick consults for Five 
Stars Energy Co. 

Tracy Charrette Dworsky writes of 
her busy year: "Marty and the girls 
and I are doing well. Kelly is 13 and 
Haley is 9. I've just started a new 
job as IP manager for WellPoint, a 
health care company. We managed to 

survive the fires that raged outside of 
Los Angeles over the summer, with 
flames actually coming up to the 
fence of my daughters' school. I was 
very busy in June and July managing 
the west coast tour of the Natural 
Blonde Blues Band, whose crossover 
hit "Better Medicated Than Battery 
Operated" topped the charts all 
summer. Also, for the third year in a 
row I was named the top sales person 
for the Sisterhood of Temple Israel's 
Annual Plant and Bulb Sale." 

That's it for this issue. Again, if 
you had written to me and your 
information is not included, please 
resend it to me and I will share your 
news with our classmates in the next 
issue. 

1985   
REPORTER: FRANK BAKER 

364 WILLOW ROAD 

TUPELO, MS 38804 
662-842-5224 

615-275-6306 

FRANKCBAKERJR@YAHOO.COM  

I must begin by saying that the 
20th Class Reunion for the Class of 
1985 was the highlight of 2005 for 
me. We began on Friday night, Oct. 7, 
on the terrace of the Bryan Campus 
Life Center with a cocktail party. The 
events of Saturday were memorable. 
Who cares if we lost the football 
game? We had a great weekend 
anyway. Saturday culminated with 
a fabulous buffet at the Side Street 
Grill near Overton Square. Great 
food and drink were there as well 
as the continued good conversation 
of college days and the present. Jim 

Golden and Marie Farrar Baldree did 
an excellent job in coordinating the 
events and seeing that everything was 
taken care of. Nancy Luter also did a 
superb job on the nametags and the 
timeline. The part I played was a joy 
as well. I will be sure and attend the 
next reunion in 2010. If you didn't 
make it, try to make it to the next 

one; you won't regret it. 
Adele Caemmerer of New Delhi, 

India, writes a reunion story of her 
own. She is still living and working 
as an art teacher in an international 
school in New Delhi. She, her 
husband and their family have 
just started their eighth year there. 
"Earlier in the fall, I was contacted by 
my Rhodes roommate, LeVan Kimbrell 

McLain '86. She and her husband 
Pete '84 were good friends of mine 
back in the Rhodes years. I was in 
their wedding. We have intermittently 
kept up with one another since, but 
less lately. LeVan informed me that 
Pete has been working in the region 
through his work with a nonprofit 
organization. Since his organization 
is considering an office in the area, 
they wanted Pete to come and check 
out the feasibility of it. Whether the 
office will open here and whether 
it will be Pete who opens the office 
is yet to be determined, but what it 
brought about was a reunion of Pete, 
LeVan and me after 18 or so years—in 
New Delhi. We spent endless hours 
reconstructing our lives for one 
another over dinner and while seeing 
the city. We marveled at the life turns 
and following of interests that brought 
us together in the same place, years 
later, completely across the globe from 
our original context. It was a most 
amazing and life -giving visit." 

Craig Jones says that the thing 
that took him back the most at the 
reunion was the library. He told his 
wife that it looks like they have taken 
Clorox to the campus. It is just too 
nice! "My favorite memory of the 
reunion was going to Wild Bill's 
Friday night with 'Big Al' Wegenke. 

had not seen him in years and Wild 
Bill's was appropriate. Gretchen 

Gassner Turley had suggested we go 
there for good music and fun. Al is 
doing great and we got to catch up 
on things. Enjoyed seeing Andy King 

and discussing the adoption of his 
Chinese daughter. What a great thing 
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for his wife and him to do. The past 
year and a half has been a bit crazy 
for me. I thought I had my racquet 
and swim club sold and was going 
to be in semiretirement, then, the 
entire deal fell through last fall. The 
month the deal fell through, I was 
told that I was the 2004 Professional 
of the Year from the Georgia Tennis 
Association. Nice news after a 
crushing financial blow. Then at the 
beginning of this year, I brought in 
a new business partner and things 
have been going great as of late. I am 
back to traveling a great deal to junior 
tournaments and doing what I love. 
I was a speaker at the United States 
Association Teachers Conference in 
New York this past August (fourth 
time to do this) and launched a new 
business at the same time: Junior 
Tennis Consulting. I basically go into 
a club/facility and analyze all phases 
of the junior program and offer ways 
to make improvements. This is more 
of a hobby than a moneymaking 
venture. It really keeps me on my 
toes because I have to stay on top of 
all the new research that comes out 
regarding teaching and training. My 
wife and I are doing well. Between 
going to college early and teaching a 
lot of summer school, she just has 1 
1/2 years left till retirement. She and I 
can't wait." 

Tommy (Tee) Cloar says that he and 
his wife Julie have four children ages 
8, 5, 5, and 3. "We live in midtown 
Memphis and I spend most of my 
time playing with my family—you 
know—forts, bikes, baseball, camping, 
etc. It's large amounts of fun. I also 
have started a band called High and 
Mighty, which plays around Memphis 
occasionally, and there are always 
the eagerly awaited Neighborhood 
Texture Jam reunions. In my spare 
time, I am a software engineer for 
Baptist Hospital" 

Gretchen Gassner Turley really 
enjoyed catching up with everyone 
and having a lot of laughs at the  

reunion. "Looking back, I don't think 
I really understood at the time (until 
our reunion) how lucky we all were, 
because the class of 1985 certainly 
was a bunch of smart, fun and loving 
people. It was a great comfort to 
be reminded of this during these 
uncertain times of war and natural 
disasters." 

Hal Browder says he was shot 
(photographed) last summer as an 
extra in the film "Walk the Line" 
about singer Johnny Cash. Hal, who 
portrayed an appliance deliveryman, 
appeared in a scene with Joaquin 
Phoenix (Johnny Cash) and a baby 
(Roseanne Cash) approaching the 
Cashes' Memphis home at 4140 
Perkins Cove. USA Today reports 
Oscar Buzz for Joaquin as Johnny 
Cash. 

Ed Scott is still in the Twin Cities 
with wife Jennifer and son Ian, who 
is now 9. He moved away a year ago 
to join a consultancy in Louisiana, 

"regained his senses," and returned to 
3M where he is leading the company's 
global avian influenza business group. 

From Christina Weir Lehr: 

"Congratulations to you and all of 
the others who spent the time and 
energy planning our 20th reunion. It 
was truly a wonderful event—even my 
husband was not too bored as all of us 
caught up over the missing years. So, 
what was the most memorable part 
of the weekend? I would have to say 
it was how easily the memories came 
back to each of us. Sure, someone 
would start the memory, but as 
the end of the story was unfolding, 
everyone seemed to have a clear 
picture of what memory we were 
sharing. Needless to say, there were a 
lot of laughs! 

Some of the side notes that came 
out during the weekend: 

Bill Smart trying to tell everyone 
that he was Trey Lecky. Yes, Trey, he 
was wearing your name badge and 
introducing himself as you. 

Billy Ryan informing us that Carol 

Choate was the favorite of all of the 
returning class of 1985. 

The fact that Virgil Starks had not 
forgotten one person's name. He can 
still make a person laugh and smile 
when he spends time talking to you. I 
don't think, though, that he could lift 
me in any cheerleading moves. To be 
honest, we were both too afraid to try. 

Cathy White is still a person I have 
always thought of as in constant 
motion. She can definitely teach a lot 
of us about multitasking. Her heart 
has only grown over the past 20 years. 

Bob Lawhon is not looking forward 
to our 25th reunion. Why? We have 
to wear those ribbons that indicate 
that we are really, really old! 

I do not have the oldest children! 
McNeal is now 17—playing football 
for Houston High School, and Ty is 
now 15—playing competitive soccer 
for GT United. Yes, I started earlier 
than most of us; however, Virgil and 
Rozelle Henderson were happy to 
inform me that Donald Duggan has 
kids older than mine. Thank you 
Donald! At least I will be finished 
paying for college in six years!" 

And from Peter Baumgarten: 
"Persistent e-mails from Frank 

Baker, a sense of obligation to the 
school and a couple of phone calls 
from Jim Golden persuaded me to 
attend the reunion. Then I arrived 
on campus, was warmly greeted by 
a cadre of former classmates, and 
my anxieties quickly disappeared. 
It's remarkable what 20 years will 
accomplish. In some cases, it was 
as though no time had passed and I 
picked up relationships right where 
they left off. In others, I held lengthy 
conversations with classmates with 
whom I had effectively no relationship 
20 years ago. The passing of years and 
our common history created a bond 
that I had not anticipated. I want to 
thank the members of the reunion 
organizing committee for their hard 
work in coordinating the event, my 
fellow classmates for showing up 
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in such numbers and the school 
administration for creating such an 
attractive campus as a backdrop for 
our event. If you haven't visited the 
campus lately, I encourage you to stop 
by. The new facilities are stylish and 
majestic, the campus is immaculately 
maintained and it's an honor to be 
associated with it. Also, I've posted 
some photos from the reunion at 
http://class85.peterbaumgarten.com ." 

That's all for this edition folks. I 
know this set of Class Notes is not 
as long as some of the past. I think 
folks are tired of all the e-mails 
surrounding the reunion. If you didn't 
make it to the 20th reunion, try to 
make it to the next one. You won't 
regret it. Get your news ready for the 
next issue. I'll be e-mailing in a few 
months. Take care. Pax vobiscum. 

–Frank 

1986 20th Reunion 
HOMECOMING: OCT. 20-21, 2006 
REPORTER: COLLEEN GRADY 

1001 CLIFTON LANE #2 

NASHVILLE, TN 37204 

615-297-5503 

GRADYC@LLS.ORG  

My very brief tenure as your class 
reporter has been great fun so far. 
Many of you have shared news with 
me, and many more have written 
just to say hello. Your messages have 
brought back wonderful memories 
of our time together at Rhodes and 
have made me all the more eager to 
connect with everyone in person next 
year. If you have not yet received an 
e-mail from me it means I don't have 
your address, so please take a moment 
to write or call me with your contact 
information. And make plans now to 
attend our 20th reunion—Oct. 20-21, 
2006! 

Lem Gordon sends greetings from 
Montgomery, AL, where he is a 
pathologist with Alabama Pathology 
Associates. He and his wife Josie have 
15-month-old twins. 

Leslie Nelson Lee shares some 
very special news: "I found my birth 
parents this year. I've spent the 
summer getting to know my birth 
mom and dad, who married after I'd 
been given up for adoption, and my 
three, full-blooded sisters. Pretty wild, 
huh? Add to that that two of the 
sisters look just like me. And they are 
all Yankees from the Boston area! It's 
been a very positive experience." 

Susan Baynham Miller is busy 
with her wonderful 6 1/2-month-old 
little girl. Her company, Sprint, 
recently merged with Nextel, so she 
is awaiting more information on how 
that might impact her career path. 
She is working with two sales areas in 
the meantime. 

Paul Eich writes, "I'm in Anacortes, 
WA, where I'm attached to Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Wing TEN. I was 
promoted to commander in the U.S. 
Navy in June 2005. I will complete an 
EMBA from the Navy Post Graduate 
School in September '06." He and 
his wife Janet recently celebrated 
anniversary number six. They have a 
son Arius (5) and a daughter Helena 

(3). 
Knight Champion still enjoys being 

a realtor in DC, where real estate is 
booming. His frequent travels keep 
him in the loop with fellow Rhodes 
alums. He had lunch with Joe 
MacCurdy and Bob Lawhon '85 the 
last time he was in Nashville, and saw 
David Peterson '87 during a recent 
trip to Seattle and Vancouver, BC. 

Kim Weeks Smith writes that 
she joined the class of 1985 for its 
20th reunion and had a blast. She 
is looking forward to seeing her 
classmates next year! 

Mike Thompson celebrated the big 
4-0 birthday with a bike ride along 
the Natchez Trace Parkway. He 
was joined by Mark Westfall, Mike 

Cooper '87 and Frank Watkins '87. 

The 180-mile ride started in Nashville, 
TN, and ended in Tupelo, MS, the 
birthplace of Elvis. There's a story 

about Elvis actually being along for 
the ride, but I'll let Mike share that 
with all of us next fall.... 

Geordy Wells recently celebrated 
his 15th wedding anniversary. He and 
his wife Kelly have 3 kids: Witt (11), 
Pender (9) and Georgianna (7). He, 
too, celebrated his 40th birthday with 
a special trip that included alums AJ 

Heine, Will Albritton, Alan Arnold and 
Hank Bremer '87. 

Zan McKelway is the VP of 
communications for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. He writes, "I've got 17 
people working for me. We represent 
the nearly 1,000 electric cooperatives 
(consumer-owned electric utilities) 
and we serve 37 million people in 
47 states." Outside of work, he is on 
a sailing team that races a 37-foot 
sailboat. The team has competed in 27 
races so far. 

Stasia McGehee works for NASA 
in Moffet Field, CA, collecting 
geological data of Mars; she also 
works at Mendel Biotechnology in 
Hayward, CA, caring for genetically 
modified Arabidopsis plants. She 
recently completed two A.S. degrees 
in biology and environmental science. 

Christie Bates McKaskle and her 
husband Mike have been married for 
18 years and have two daughters, Erin 
(15) and Carol (12). Her big news is 
that she has finished her first book, 

Accepting Your Resurrection, scheduled 
for an Easter 2006 release. Way to go, 
Christie! 

1987 
REPORTER: BRIAN MOTT 

3727 FAXON 

MEMPHIS, TN 38122 
901-458-1338 
BRIANCMOTT@AOL.COM  

2005 was the year that most of us 
turned 40. So I asked our classmates 
to describe what they felt about this 
milestone, and how they celebrated. 

From Margaret Wood Atwood: "I 
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think I'll handle it better than turning 
35—that was a near breakdown! 
But with the support of my husband 
Eric, leaving the Medical University 
of South Carolina's photography 
department to take care of our 
son Mason and continue with my 
freelance photography has been 
liberating. We're happy with the 
present and optimistic of the future. I 
know everyone says it, but I don't feel 
older. I find myself saying, "Oh, yeah, 
they're young, I think they're about 
our age. 

From Amy Alexander Floyd: 

"Turning 40 last February really didn't 
bother me too much until I realized 
that my two boys thought it was 
a huge deal. My 14-year-old was 
watching a diaper commercial with 
me on TV shortly after my birthday 
when he said, 'Mom, you know that 
once you've turned 40, that is really 
too old to be thinking about having 
any more kids!' Leave it to a teenager 
to bring you back to reality. Hope 
everyone is doing well!" 

From Kathy Swanson: "Turning 40 
means never holding yourself back 
(and letting the gray hair work in your 
favor). Since Rhodes, I have become 
an entrepreneur with a successful 
marketing consultancy. Realizing 
the need to develop business skills, I 
completed my executive M.B.A. from 
the University of Memphis in 1999. 
My partner, Will Shurtz, and I moved 
to San Antonio shortly thereafter. 
We have two Scottish terriers, Claire 
and Sandy, who give us great joy and 
perspective. Which allows me to 
travel somewhat and see good friends 
as well as Chicago Cubs games. Who 
would have thought life could be so 
sweet! My latest enriching challenge 
has been working with a new 
technology firm to obtain investment 
funding to develop and market its 
products and services to underserved 
communities in Texas and the U.S. It 
is amazing what you can do when you 
let yourself try new things!" 

From Kerwinn Williams: "40 
reminds me that the pleasure of old 
men is to have their children starting 
their lives to do better than their 
fathers. That's where 40 brings me. 
And yes, I'm already there." 

From Karen Cagle York: "I was 
thrilled to turn 40 this year. Four 
years prior, my husband and I had 
both weathered layoffs of almost a 
year (at the same time) and had to 
leave our home, friends and life in 
Memphis because of it. But we came 
out the other side better and more 
successful than before. Steve gave me 
a 'surprise' 40th birthday party at a 
friend's house in December, and it 
was surprising to see it full of 40 or 
more friends, family, coworkers and 
colleagues I've found since moving 
to Chicago! We're both still married 
to our best friend, have successful 
(and fun!) careers and a great life 
in Chicago with a happy, healthy 
daughter—and we hope with 50, 60, 
70, 80 and 90+ to look forward to. 
Sorry, may sound kind of mushy, but 
so far, 40 is great!" 

From Lauren Wellford Deming: 

"Alison Abernathy, Kathryn Butcher 

Coleman, Marion Samuel and I went 
to The Greenbrier, a resort in White 
Sulphur Springs, WV. Personally, I'm 
happy to be alive to celebrate 40 with 
friends." 

From Harriet Smalley Monnig: "I 

don't necessarily have 'Turning 40' 
highlights. My birthday in June was 
quite uneventful. I was glad to have a 
comfortable bed with clean sheets to 
sleep in, quite frankly. In late March, 
my husband Scott accepted a position 
with Morris Communications in 
Augusta, GA. For quite awhile, we 
had been looking for jobs in the 
Southeast to get closer to family. We 
love Alaska but with three young 
children, the travel to see family had 
gotten much more challenging and 
more expensive too! We were lucky to 
find such a great position within three 
hours of my parents at Kiawah Island, 

SC. We're in shock from the heat 
and humidity, but other than that are 
settling in just fine. We look forward 
to being close to friends and family; 
and hope to make more Rhodes 
events as well!" 

From Wright Bates: "Turning 40?! 
Such a milestone in our lives, for 
many, a time of great angst and for 
others, just another birthday. Having 
faced death in the months before 
this birthday definitely changed my 
perception. My standard joke these 
days is 'turn 40, crash an airplane 
and you fall apart!' I am now 40 
as I indicated and yes, I crashed an 
airplane last November. Although I 
got to spend Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year's in the hospital (my 
9-year-old Cub Scout said I deserved 
a Hospital Holiday Patch!), I am 
very blessed that my passengers 
(Kim Collins Bates '88, Rachel 
and Joshua) were unhurt and my 
recovery has gone well. However, 
our adventure was a not-so-gentle 
reminder that life is precious and 
turning 40 was a welcomed blessing. 
I plan to celebrate the days gone past 
and happily anticipate those ahead 
with more gratitude and optimism. 
Who knows—maybe I have many 
flying days ahead and am not yet 
halfway down my life's path. Kim 
and I are relocating to Atlanta. I am 
completing my time in the Air Force 
as a fertility specialist and OB/GYN 

faculty member at Wilford Hall 
Medical Center in San Antonio. I 
will be joining the Atlanta Center 
for Reproductive Medicine (ACRM), 
and we are excited about our new 
adventure." 

From Jeannie Beauregard O'Toole: 

"You're right, 40 is an interesting time 

for reflection. My wise and younger 
by two years husband decided not to 
overlook the momentous occasion 
in February by planning something 
special: our first getaway from our 
two young girls in Santa Fe with 
skiing in nearby Taos. I definitely 
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felt old on day two of skiing, but 
I loved that I'm still around and 
healthy to enjoy skiing and life in 
general!! So, I guess I see it as more 
of an accomplishment than a curse: 
I made it to 40 and I'm surrounded 
by the people I love—does it really 
get better than that? By the way, our 
family joined the Bryan Campus Life 
Center and we are having fun at the 
pool. The new Paul Barret Jr. library 
looks awesome! The campus overall 
looks great—it's already attracting my 
4- and 5-year-old daughters as they 
ask me for tours often. Also, I recently 
had my 15-year anniversary at FedEx 
where I'm a financial adviser—now 
THAT sounds old—like I should be 
retiring soon!" 

From Tracy Rene Helms: "My sister 
had a big roast when she turned 40. 
Laura Miller told me she was doing 
40 special things for her 40th year. 
And I couldn't think of a thing to 
do for mine that would honor how I 
felt. I thought my birthday, this very 
important year, is going to fizzle out 
without having done it credit. The 
crossing of this important divide 
between youth and old age will 
happen without 'proper pizzazz." 
Then my wonderful husband came to 
me and said, 'You know that trip to 
see JD and your other college buddies 
you wanted to take? We can do it July 
4th week.' Really? We began to refer 
to it as my turning 40 celebration 
trip. And so it was. We traveled to 
Memphis first. We wished we had 
called our friends Bob and Kim 
sooner because we might have gotten 
to see them all. Still, we enjoyed our 
afternoon with Bob in downtown 
Memphis. They used to live in New 
Orleans and recently moved to 
Memphis. We spent the evening with 
my friend Bev Chumbley, who turned 
60 recently, and we saw the pictures 
of her crone celebration. I showed her 
Gabriel's growth (she saw him first 
at 10 months). She showed me the 
joy of growing old when she handed 

me her grandson of five months. And 
that experience set the tone for the 
whole trip. The joy of people falling 
together at middle/old age instead of 
falling apart. We visited Laura Miller 
next in Nashville. And she and Mary 
are enjoying parenting their two boys 
as much as Dave and I, which is to 
say a TON! Although we reminisced 
a little bit, most of our conversation 
was about our lives now! Which said 
to me how very much we are alive, 
which is to say if you haven't already 
got it, there is life after 40. Then 
off to Lexington, KY, to visit my 
friend JD and her new baby Caroline 
Scout, who was just precious at seven 
weeks. I was glad to see how tolerant 
Gabriel was while I held Caroline 
and changed her diaper. Finally, back 
to Nashville to see Kristen. We went 
swimming with Laura's family on the 
4th of July. Her two boys, Christopher 
(5) and Harrison (3) were so sweet 
with Gabriel. It was fun to be parents 
with them. The whole trip felt like 
a homecoming. I am not sure what 
I mean by that, homecoming. I was 
so happy to be happy and to see my 
friends content with their lives. They 
were all wearing 40 so well. I thought 
the trip might be exhausting—all the 
going here, going there; instead it was 
exhilarating, fulfilling, just right for a 
40th celebration." 

From Lynn Lawson: "I have been 
practicing saying, 'I am 40,' since 
the morning after I turned 39. It 
sounded weird, old and like someone 
else's age. When I tried to convince 
my son that we would both be four 
on our next birthdays, he shook his 
head, frowned and in order to help 
me understand my error posed the 
question, 'Mommy, what comes after 
39?' I realized that I did not know 
the answer to that question. Forty 
sounded too important in a way. I 
wasn't sure I could live up to that. I 
also didn't like the idea that after 40 
you never just look good; if you're 
lucky, you look good 'for being over 

40.' Upon much further reflection and 
soul-searching, a lot of eye cream and 
a few blond highlights, I have become 
excited about this new chapter of my 
life. I have lived long enough to have 
gathered some pretty good material to 
work with and live by, and that is the 
beauty of the passage of time." 

And from Michelle Dry: "Wear 
sunscreen. 

And my sincerest apologies to 
Ira Jackson. After badgering the 
poor man by name in this column to 
get a response, he dutifully wrote a 
lovely, carefully thought out and very 
positive reply to me...and I lost it. Ira, 
I'm so sorry. But I'm happy to report 
that his message was that all is well 
in his world. As for me, I spent the 
night of my 40th birthday working. 
I'm planning to be free the night of 
my 41st, and I plan to celebrate in big 
style. Folks, thanks for your replies 
and your input. I'm always eager to 
hear from you (the occasional lost e-
mail notwithstanding!). If you've got 
news to print, forward to me at the 
e-mail listed above, and I'll share it 
with everyone. 

1988  
REPORTER: STEVE BECTON 

STEVEN _ BECTON@FACING.ORG  

Rob and Meg McCully Neill 

married April 9, 2005, at The New 
York Avenue Presbyterian Church 
in Washington, DC. Bridesmaids 
were Beth Blake. Suzanne Mabee 

and Lisa McClelland Borgeson '89. 

Also attending were Julie Hudgens 

Falkoff, David DuBard, Matt Lembke, 

Barbara Mulach '89, Nancy Dipaolo 

'87 and former Rhodes professor 
Bruce Stanley. The newlyweds spent 
their honeymoon in Costa Rica and 
currently reside in Bethesda, MD. 

Facing several challenges, Randy 

'87 and Tracy Young Roth of 

Pascagoula, MS, welcomed triplets 
Ryan, Ella and Emma 12 days 
after Hurricane Katrina. With their 

www.rhodes.edu 	 WINTER 2006 • RHODES 55 



CLASS NOTES 
beachfront home destroyed by the 
storm, the couple and their two older 
children evacuated and now rent 
a house in the Spring Hill area of 
Mobile. Tracy is an obstetrician and 
gynecologist, and Randy's practice 
manages inpatient care at Singing 
River Hospital in Pascagoula. He 
commutes daily and spends as much 
time as possible with his wife and 
children, the triplets having remained 
in neonatal care for several weeks. 

1990 
REPORTER: CLAIRE DALRYMPLE WATKINS 

CLAIRE@ITSJUSTUS.COM  

404-271-6279 

404-303-7249 

Michael James recently accepted 
a position as marketing manager 
for communications at the Chicago 
law firm of Much Shelist Freed 
Denenberg Ament & Rubenstein. He 
writes, "My areas of responsibility 
include all internal and external 
communications (media relations, 
electronic communications, newsletter, 
proposals, etc.). It's a big job with lots 
of challenges, but I'm loving it so far." 

Having been employed at Hunton 
& Williams as patent attorney, 
Samson Vermont recently accepted 
a position at the University of 
Michigan Law School in Ann Arbor 
as the Humphrey Fellow in Law and 
Economics. 

1991  15th Reunion   
HOMECOMING: OCT. 20-21, 2006 

Doug Zimmerman is the priest at 
St. Mary's Episcopal Church in Dade 
City, FL, where he lives with wife 
Tamara and their children Andrew 
and Anna. 

1992 
REPORTER: LANE SOUTHERN WHITEHEAD 

Kaleigh Donnelly and Rich 

Bullington '91 moved to Uptown 

Memphis in June 2005. Kaleigh has 
begun working as business office 
coordinator for food services at St. 
Jude Children's Research Hospital 
and is "still wearing the same size, 
despite the perks of free meals and 
frequent tastings." She says living 
two blocks from work will probably 
help her keep her girlish figure! Rich 
continues to teach communication 
and film courses for the University of 
Memphis and Southwest Tennessee 
Community College. Their children 
Emma (8) and Roland (6) continue 
to grow, despite their parents' 
protestations. 

Rob '93 and Claire Cleveland 

Ratcliff had a daughter, Lillian Robin, 
July 6, 2005. She joins her older 
brothers Ted and Nicholas. 

1993 
REPORTERS: CHANDLEE BRYAN 

CHANDLEE B@YAHOO.COM  

613-643-5277 
KELLY SLAGLE 

Anne Borden received her Ph.D. 
in sociology from Emory University 
in December. Her dissertation is on 
Christian bookstores in the U.S. She 
is currently a visiting instructor at 
Agnes Scott College. 

Having recently accepted a position 
with the Nashville Predators as 
Internet development manager, Doug 

Brumley comments, "I thought that 
being paid to play and write about 
video games in the mid-'90s had 
maxed out my 'dream job' allotment. 
Well, I was wrong. I'm now being 
paid to watch and write about hockey 
for Nashville's National Hockey 
League franchise. Combining three of 
my biggest passions—writing, hockey 
and Web site development—the 
position is perfect for me." 

Jonathan Bumpas and wife Sarah 
Colwill proudly announce the birth of 
a son, Nathan Colwill Bumpas, Aug. 
19, 2005, in Abington, PA. Jonathan 
works at a Samaritan Counseling 

Center in Ambler, PA. A graduate 
of Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 
with a dual degree in divinity and 
marriage and family counseling, he 
will be ordained next year by the 
Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky. Sarah is 
assistant minister at First Presbyterian 
Church in Springfield, PA. The 
family lives in Pennlyn, PA. 

Kimberly Lichterman Carlson writes, 
"I now have a sales rep for my jewelry 
line. K. Brooke Jewelry is available 
in many stores across the Southeast. 
I am also a licensed realtor with 
Heritage Homes." She and husband 
David have a son Luke (3). 

Pat and Annah Walter Cave 

announce the birth of their third 
child, Walker, June 24, 2005. He 
joins big sisters Louisa (1) and 
Frances (3). They live in Washington, 
DC. 

Kelly Slagle and her husband 
Clayton Funk announce the birth 
of a daughter Addison Sophia Funk, 
March 30, 2004. 

Jon and Beth Chafin Harden had a 
baby boy, Matthew McClellan, Dec. 
31, 2004, in Birmingham. He was 
also welcomed by brother Ben (4). 

Teresa Jones and Walter Ernest 
IV married June 4, 2005, at St. James 
Episcopal Church in Fairhope, AL, 
where they currently live. Wedding 
party members included Jennifer 

Horton Tucker and Ernest Ladd IV '90. 

Sean Nighbert is happy to report 
that he received tenure at St. Philip's 
College, San Antonio. In April, he 
was elected to his second term as chair 
of the Department of English and 
Speech. Amy began a master of library 
science program at the University of 
North Texas in January. Amy and 
Sean spend a lot of time on the soccer 
pitch and at gymnastics with Kendall 
(9) and Walker (5). 

Lisa Rosengartner Pirwitz returned 
from Germany in July 2005 after 
working for 2 1/2 years on the start-
up team of the new BMW plant in 
Leipzig. She is now working as a 
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section manager in logistics planning 
at BMW in Spartanburg, SC. 

Mike Sears and Kimberly Artita 
married April 17, 2005, in Reno, 
NV. Mike has accepted a position as 
assistant professor in the Department 
of Zoology at Southern Illinois 
University, Carbondale. 

Andrew Shipman, his wife Ashley 
and dog Millie are relocating from 
Louisville, KY, to Palm Beach 
Gardens, FL. Andrew has accepted 
a position with Allegiant Asset 
Management on its large cap value 
investment team. 

With nine years of insurance 
experience under his belt, Chris 

Slonecker has joined First Tennessee's 
Wealth Management Group as 
vice president and insurance officer, 
serving customers in Williamson and 
Davidson counties. He previously 
worked as managing associate and 
agency director with New England 
Financial. 

Chris and Stephanie Walker 

Sockrider proudly announce the birth 
of a son Grant Christopher, Nov. 
12, 2004, in Shreveport, LA. He 
joined big brothers Benjamin (5) and 
Walker (2). As if keeping up with 
three boys under five wasn't enough, 
Chris and Stephanie stay busy with 
their respective medical practices. 
Stephanie recently joined Doctors for 
Women, a private practice OB/GYN 
group at Willis Knighton Health 
Systems in Shreveport. 

Wendy Walter is an occupational 
therapist in Baltimore. She recently 
received a promotion on return to 
work after welcoming daughter Sarah 
Lien into the world Sept. 2, 2005. In 
2004, Wendy visited Taipei, Taiwan 
for a month and a half and then 
worked in Dharamshala, India as a 
volunteer for the Art Refuge program 
for Tibetan refugee children. 

Elise and Tom Lowry proudly 
announce the birth of a daughter, 
Emma, Sept. 1, 2005. She joins big 
brother Ethan who turns three in 

January. The Lowrys live in Atlanta, 
where Tom serves as vice president of 
Macquarium, an interactive agency. 

1994 	  

REPORTER: JUDY BROWN 

JUDY.BROWN@BORAX.COM  

Michael Bowen writes, "I am 

currently assigned as battalion 
surgeon for the 2/8th mechanized 
4th infantry division out of Ft. Hood, 
TX. The '4th I.D.' are the people who 
captured Saddam. We returned to 
Iraq in fall 2005. Many challenges 
await. I just ask for prayers for these 
men and women and that this conflict 
will be over soon." 

Jason Briggs Cormier completed 
his doctoral dissertation in theater 
at Ohio State University, graduating 
Dec. 11, 2005. He teaches one 
course each quarter, from advanced 
movement for undergraduates to small 
graduate seminars. He plans to stay in 
Columbus at least another year. 

Amanda Coe Burton has accepted 
a position as director of nursery 
ministries at Smoke Rise Baptist 
Church in Stone Mountain, GA. "I 
am responsible for the care and 
education of children from birth to 
age three. I also serve as a church 
staff member and minister to families 
with children in this age group. I am 
honored to be able to serve God, my 
church and young families in my 
community." 

Blair and Brandy Rogers DeWeese 

are proud to announce the birth of 
daughter Abigail Jeanne, Aug. 13, 
2005, in Memphis. 

Paul '93 and Amanda Gatlin 

Knapstein announce the arrival of 
their son Thomas "Smith" Sept. 19, 
2005. Smith joins sisters Chase (9) 
and Eva (7). The Knapsteins live in 
Daphne, AL, and did not suffer much 
damage from the hurricanes. 

Jim and Laura Pointer Wilkerson 

welcomed their first child, John 
Boone (Jack), Sept. 12, 2005, in 

Austin, TX. Jim and Laura celebrated 
nine years of marriage in October 
2005. Since they moved to Austin in 
2000, Jim has taken up running, and 
he completed the Austin Marathon in 
February 2004 and 2005. 

1995 
REPORTER: SARAH SEARS-EGELI 

703-971-9417 

SARAHEGELI @HOTMAIL.COM  

Joseph and Amanda Kronin 

Gregurich married May 15, 2005, in 
Smithtown, NY. Rhodes alums who 
attended were: Beth Roger Mann, 

Charlotte Viener, Davis Laughlin 

McIntyre, Nicole Williford Vander 

Zwaag and Brandi Branes Kellis 

'96. - lhe couple spent two weeks 
honeymooning in Maui and Kauai, 
Hawaii. They reside in New York. 

Rick '93 and Andrea Rose Picerno 

proudly announce the birth of their 
third child, Luke Elijah, Aug. 6, 
2004. He joins big sister Rebekah 
and big brother Ricky. Rick, who has 
joined the Jacksonville Orthopaedic 
Institute, began private practice 
after completing orthopaedic surgery 
residency in June. 

1996 10th Reunion 
HOMECOMING: Ocr. 20-21, 2006 
REPORTER: JENNIFER LARSON 

LARSON196@RHODES-ALUMNI.NET  

The Class of 1996 can't quite believe 
that its 10th year reunion is coming 
up. We all will have a lot to catch up 
on in the fall! 

Having handled sponsorships for 
the Voodoo Music Festival in New 
Orleans during Halloween weekend, 
Marcie Allen Cardwell recently 
worked with one of its sponsors to 
aid in the hurricane relief effort. The 
company, nine.com , coordinated 
the project by purchasing 70,000 
bottled waters, 10,000 diapers, 5,000 
Pop-Tarts, and 2,000 blankets from 
Costco. The festival was held in 
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Memphis as well as New Orleans the 
last weekend of October. 

Carey Skinner has accepted a 
position as assistant vice president at 
ChoicePoint in Alpharetta, GA. She 
is leading the investor relations and 
financial communications efforts for 
the company. 

Natalie Bailey and Dave Eubanks 

both ran in and finished the Marine 
Corps Marathon in October 2005—
their first marathon. Dave finished 
in 3:50:45 and Natalie, in 4:16:01. 
Natalie was recently selected by the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and 
Defenders of Wildlife as an Emerging 
Wildlife Conservation Leader and 
will be working with others on a 
project on bear conservation. Dave, a 
doctoral candidate in the Department 
of English at the University of 
Maryland, is hammering out the 
last pages of his dissertation. He is 
also the media coordinator for the 
university's Center for Teaching 
Excellence. 

Richard Kamm is in the second 
year of a three-year fellowship 
in pulmonary, critical care and 
sleep medicine at Louisiana State 
University Health Sciences Center 
in Shreveport. He was nominated 
and accepted as a delegate to the 
Fellows' Conference of the American 
College of Chest Physicians National 
Conference in Montreal at the end of 
October. 

Mary Kent Harrison Bowen and 
husband Patrick welcomed daughter 
Mary Kent into the world a week early 
on July 28, 2005. The Bowens, who 
were living in New Orleans but fled 
to Atlanta to avoid Hurricane Katrina, 
plan to move back to the Big Easy as 
soon as they can. 

Catherine Cuellar was named one 
of three finalists for a Katie Award 
in the Specialty Reporting category 
for her coverage of homelessness for 
KERA, the NPR station in Dallas. 
Katies are awarded to journalists 
and communicators in a six-state  

area (New Mexico, Colorado, Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas and Louisiana). 

James Harr is now teaching applied 
voice at Washington University in 
St. Louis and is a section leader with 
the St. Louis Symphony Chorus. He 
and his wife Amanda were married 
May 15, 2005, and honeymooned in 
Thailand and Cambodia. 

Phuong-Linh Nguyen Fay and her 
husband Eric welcomed daughter 
Isabel Huynh into their lives Sept. 15, 
2004. The Fays live in Columbus, IN. 

Margaret Bush Wright and husband 
Ron announce the birth of their 
son Parker Holmes, Nov. 19, 2004. 
Margaret says, "He has a very proud 
sister, Rebecca, who is so happy he is 
here to play with her." 

Kim Vu finished a five-year 
residency in radiation oncology from 
Medical University of South Carolina 
in Charleston in June 2005. She has 
since established a private practice in 
Atlanta and works at three hospitals 
in the Atlanta area (Atlanta Medical 
Center, South Fulton Medical Center 
and Northside Hospital). 

Liz Goings moved to Atlanta last 
year, where she works as a human 
resources business consultant at 
Southern Company Services. 

Ginny Neal was recently named vice 
president, legal resource manager 
for Asset Management Advisors, an 
affiliate of SunTrust. She writes, "I 
also bought a historic 1928 Spanish 
style house in West Palm Beach, FL. 
I am busy working and renovating." 

Melissa Denley Alexander 

graduated in May 2005 from Freed-
Hardeman University in Henderson, 
TN, with her M.Ed. in curriculum 
and instruction. 

Elise Ruddick Cornille accepted 
a new role as the global capability 
marketing director for Accenture's 
Government Practice. She and 
her husband Doug '94 live in San 
Francisco. 

Matt and Marce Bettridge 

welcomed son Jonah Moreno into the  

world Oct. 8, 2005. 
Jamie Bogner has taken a job as art 

director of American Artist magazine. 
He and wife Lynn celebrated the 
birth of their son William Davidson, 
Aug. 23, 2005. 

Brooke Burris Barrett and husband 
Pat had their first child, Grady 
Jeremiah, Dec. 16, 2004. 

Allen Brown and Jerri Puckett 
married April 9, 2005, in Blowing 
Rock, NC. Allen is in his third year at 
Nashville School of Law. 

Jenny Phillips Schroeder recently 
moved from teaching high school 
Spanish to teaching third grade. "I 
love it and am so glad I made the 
change," she said. She's also pursuing 
a master of education in counseling 
from Midwestern State University in 
Wichita Falls, TX. 

Brandi Barnes Kellis and husband 
Zack welcomed son Walker Hayden, 
Dec. 1, 2004. They have been living 
near Birmingham for the last year, 
and she is now practicing law part 
time in both Alabama and Georgia. 

David Overend and Willson Milne 
married in Atlanta, Feb. 5, 2005. 
Classmates Doug Duncan and Michael 

Hayes were in the wedding party. 
Other Rhodes alums in attendance 
were Mary Kent Harrison Bowen, 

Kristen Taylor Duncan and Jamie 

Sandusky Garrott '97. David is still 
with the national home office of The 
American Cancer Society and was 
recently promoted to manager, mass 
market CRM analysis. 

Shelley Hoffman was recently 
nominated for an Emmy award for 
Outstanding Special Class Series 
for her work as a producer on A&E 
Television's, "Breakfast with the Arts". 
She's currently working for the Food 
Network. 

Jacob Abraham and Caroline 
Roberts married Sept. 18, 2004, after 
five years of dating through medical 
school and residency. Jacob is now 
working as assistant chief of service 
for the Department of Medicine at 
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Johns Hopkins for academic year 
2005-06 (inpatient clinical attending 
and teaching). Jacob writes, "After 
this I return to my cardiology 
fellowship, which I should finish 
around 2008." 

Daniel Evan Kirsch and Laura 
Christine Maryniak married Oct. 15, 
2005, in Pittsburgh. 

Wayne and Billie Ann Snodgrass 

Gebb had a daughter, Marianne 
Elizabeth, Feb. 28, 2005. 

Jeffrey and Heather Kirksey Griffin 

had a son, Nathaniel Kirksey, Sept. 
16, 2005. They reside in Memphis. 

Susan Mathis Gaither and husband 
Wade had a daughter, Sally Anne, 
Feb. 1, 2005, in Birmingham, 
AL. They have recently moved to 
Murfreesboro, TN. 

Felix Vazquez-Chona and Sara 
Robertson, a clinical pharmacist, 
married Dec. 18, 2004. In December 
2005 he completed his graduate work: 

"Defining genetic networks controlling 
retinal trauma." 

Matt and Anna Hurayt Hullum are 
thrilled to announce the birth of a son, 
Webb Henry, Oct. 5, 2004, and his 
subsequent first birthday. Webb was 
born in Burbank, CA. The Hullums 
recently moved to Austin, TX, and 
are very much enjoying their new 
home. 

After Joe '94 and Jennifer Foster 

Mills dodged the hurricanes that came 
through in 2004, they FINALLY 
moved into their new home in 
Charleston, SC. They've been in 
the home just over a year now and 
are almost finished with the punch 
list items that were left to do. Cristy 
McDowell Cooley '95, husband Chris 
and then- six-month-old twins Jacob 
and Emma visited last spring in 
time for Jennifer, Joe and Chris to 
run the Cooper River Bridge Run 
the last time it was held on the old 
bridge. Jennifer works for Morgan 
Keegan's fixed income banking, and 
Joe is safety director for Cullum 
Construction Inc., a mechanical 

contractor. 
Kim and Ryan Hutchison and their 

two-year-old son live in Nashville. 
Ryan is working as a family physician 
at a community health center. 

Astrid Smith and Tylur French 
married July 2005, and live in the 
Cooper-Young district of Memphis. 
Astrid is a Montessori teacher, 
African drum teacher and jewelry 
designer whose work is featured in 
stores in Memphis and an Alabama 
art gallery. She recently received her 
master's degree in education from 
Union University. 

Liza Marshall moved to Austin, 
TX, in September 2002, where she 
has been the adoptions and contracts 
specialist at Harcourt Achieve (an 
educational publisher) for the past 2 
1/2 years. Liza writes, "Last year on 
my 30th birthday I made a tandem 
skydive and have since obtained my 
license, bought my own skydiving 
gear and spend most weekends 
jumping out of a plane in San Marcos, 
TX. To date, I have 161 skydives." 

Mary Clare Younger Champion 

and her husband Chris are happy 
to be back in Nashville after living 
in Knoxville and then Cincinnati. 
Mary Clare recently finished her 
Ph.D. in clinical psychology from 
the University of Tennessee and 
is working as a behavioral health 
consultant for Cherokee Health 
Systems. 

1997 
REPORTER: LESLIE BECK NORMAN 

321 S. WATKINS 

MEMPHIS, TN 38104 

901-276-7529 

BRETTNLES25@YAHOO.COM  

Nancy and Bryant "Bear" Benson 

just bought their first house in 
western Massachusetts. Bryant writes, 

"Nancy starts her fifth year as an 
RN in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit at Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield and enjoys it very much. 

I completed a four-year residency in 
internal medicine and pediatrics with 
Tufts University. I have accepted 
a position with National Health 
Services Corps at a rural community 
health center on the Vermont-
Massachusetts border." 

Formerly employed as programming 
coordinator at the Miami Museum 
of Science, Jennifer Davis now works 
as a science lab teacher at Scott Lake 
Elementary in Miami. 

Frank Farmer was recently named 
president-elect of the board of 
directors of the Mississippi Chapter 
of the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation. 

Judd '95 and Julie Bhattacharya 

Peak proudly announce the birth of 
their daughter Juliana Shyla, July 23, 
2005, in Nashville. 

Will '98 and Kelley Pratt Sharp 

recently moved to Wilmington, DE, 
where Will is a psychology resident 
at A.I. DuPont Hospital for Children. 
Kelley received her M.F.A. in painting 
from the University of Mississippi. 

1998 
REPORTER: AMANDA GREBE TAMBURRINO 

1805 CENTRAL AVE. 

MEMPHIS, TN 38104 

901-278-1093 

ATAMBURR@MIDSOUTH.RR.COM  

Jason Bishop writes, "Just wanted 
to share the good news that I have 
officially completed and passed all 
of my doctoral exams! So now I'm 
ABD' as they say, which I think must 
stand for 'a bit delirious.' I hope to 
have my dissertation completed by the 
end of next summer, and I'm already 
applying for jobs all over the country." 

Chris '96 and Autumn Cartmill 

Chastain welcomed their daughter 
Petrea (Tre) Collett, Sept. 14, 2005. 

Chirag Chauhan is a member of the 
2006 class of Leadership Memphis. 

Leslie Curry writes, "Just an 
update—I got my MBA from the 
Darden School of Business at the 

www.rhodes.edu 	 WINTER 2006 • RHODES 59 



CLASS NOTES 
University of Virginia and am now 
working as a director at Kaplan in 
New York. I love it! The job is great 
and NYC is very entertaining." 

Carrie Lehman Suchman graduated 
cum laude from the Southern 
College of Optometery in 2004. 
She is now practicing at Eyes For 
You in Memphis. Husband Tom 

teaches English at Houston High 
School Tom's band, the Final 
Solutions (with Zac Ives and Justice 

Naczycz-both '97) has released four 
records on labels from New Orleans, 
Chicago, Nashville and Atlanta. 
The band was recently called "the 
best real punk band in the world" 
by MaximumRocknRoll and "the 
best punk band in America" by 
Terminalboredom.com . 

Corinne Brandstetter and husband 
Rob Brown are proud to announce 
the birth of their son Andrew 
Brandstetter Brown, May 31, 2005, 
in Washington, DC. Rob is still a 
practicing attorney in the area, while 
Corinne continues to work toward her 
Ph.D. in linguistics at Georgetown 
University. 

1999  	  

Charles (CJ) Price and Erin Cook 

married July 30, 2005, in Snellville, 
GA. The bride's maid of honor was 
Tracy Peterson. The couple currently 
resides in Smyrna, GA. 

Wiii '00 and Nicole Atkins Johnson 

married May 21, 2005, in Playa dcl 

Carmen, Mexico. Brian Gonzales 

presided over the sunset ceremony 
with close friends and family. Other 
Rhodes attendants included: Andrew 

Harlow, John and Lorien Sites '00, 

Kevin Carlucci '00, Jason Pierce '00, 

Matt Prewett '01, Alison Barnwell, 

Clare Dempsey, Patty Rouse, Sunni 

Thompson '98, Meredith Schember 

and Prof. Mike LaRosa. The couple 
honeymooned at Caneel Bay in St. 
John, Virgin Islands and currently 
resides in Austin, TX. 

lain Juden and Renee Yuen married 
May 28, 2005, in Hilton Hawaiian 
Village, Honolulu. Ben Ball and 
Michael Johnston were in attendance. 
The couple currently resides in 
Orlando, FL. Renee is a legal counsel 
for Walt Disney World, and kin is 
an application developer for Aspect 
Communications. 

John Quigley and wife Kim proudly 
announce the birth of their son John 
Patrick, July 5, 2005, in Media, PA. 

Karla Riemenschneider and Bradley 
Blackmore married May 29, 2005. 
Karla graduated from Ross University 
School of Veterinary Medicine June 5, 
2005, and works as a veterinarian in 
Cincinnati. 

Mike and Sharon Compton Wottle 

proudly announce the birth of their 
son Ethan Paul, June 16, 2005. Mike 
continues to work at the Vanguard 
Group, where he has been promoted 
to technical lead. Sharon finished her 
master of arts in teaching at Queens 
University in April. She is taking the 
year off to spend with their new son. 

2000 
REPORTER: RICHARD LUM 

RICHARD _ LUM@HOTMAIL.COM  

Brad and Emily Slagle Dieringer 

married June 25, 2005, at St. 
Margaret Mary Catholic Church 
in Slidell, LA. The maid of honor 
was Sarah Bettinger. Alumni in 
attendance included Ashley Teal 

Baker and Brett Ramsey '03. Brad 
and Emily spent most of their 
honeymoon backpacking through 
Olympic and north Cascades National 
Parks, with a few side trips to Seattle. 
They currently reside in Fort Worth, 
TX. 

Returning to the Rhodes 
community, Jay Eckles has accepted 
a position as associate director 
of Information Services. His 
responsibilities include coordinating 
with ITS and the library in managing 
and distributing information from 

the college's information system and 
overseeing the college's institutional 
effectiveness program. 

Brandon Hemphill writes, "Hey 
everyone, after graduation I joined the 
Air Force to be a pilot. After a year of 
training and another year fighting the 
diagnosis, I was deemed ineligible to 
fly due to some unique eye condition. 
So, I continued to serve in the AF 
but began preparing for the MCAT, 
which I took in 2003. After that, I 
got engaged, deployed to the Middle 
East and just made it back in time for 
med school interviews. I'm now at the 
University of Alabama med school 
on a full Air Force scholarship. I'm 
married, in my second year of school 
and can't wait to leave the studying 
behind when I reach the clinical years. 
Everything else is great." 

Teal Baker was recently promoted 
to associate at the government 
relations and public affairs firm 
PodestaMattoon. She works closely 
with clients focusing on education, 
biotechnology, health care and 
defense contracting issues. 

Rachel Bozynski Richey and her 
husband Paul became first-time 
homeowners last summer. Now 
located in Centreville, AL, Rachel 
is a master's candidate in community 
counseling at the University of 
Alabama. 

Andrew Shulman has moved to 
Nashville, where he is working as 
press secretary for former Tennessee 
Rep. Ed Bryant, who is running 
for Sen. Bill Frist's seat. Andrew 
was formerly with the Republican 
National Committee in Washington, 
DC. 

Brandon Waggoner graduated from 
Washington University School of 

Law in May 2005 and joined Shook, 
Hardy & Bacon in Washington, 
DC. Brandon concentrates on civil 
litigation, specifically, products 
liability litigation and defense work. 

Val Witte is an editorial assistant 
at Morgan Kaufmann Publishers, a 
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computer science book publisher in 
San Francisco. She is pursuing a 
M.F.A. in writing with an emphasis 
in poetry at the University of San 
Francisco, and expects to complete her 
degree next fall. 

2001  5th Reunion 
HOMECOMING: OCT. 20-21, 2006 

REPORTER: AMANDA FLAIM 

AMANDAFLAIM@YAHOO.COM  

Jeremy and Brittany Farber 

Clark married June 10, 2005, in 
Memphis, where they currently 
reside. Erin Watson and Taylor 

Teas were bridesmaids. The couple 
honeymooned in Costa Rica. 

Jennifer Durovchic received a master 
of arts in intercultural relations from 
Lesley University May 25, 2005. 

"After two years of classes and one 
year doing my final internship, I 
finally received my master's degree. 
Although I was not in Cambridge for 
the ceremony, I had a celebratory glass 
of wine in Paris." 

Seth Jones and Abbie Dement 
married July 16, 2005, at Wieuca 
Road Baptist Church in Atlanta. 
Jonathan Richelson was best man. 
Brad Damara, Christine Dietz '02. 

Susan Hughes and Kara Plenge Smart 

'97 also attended the wedding. The 
couple currently resides in Decatur, 
GA. Seth continues his work toward 
his Ph.D. in neuroscience at Emory 
University. Abbie is a civil engineer at 
Lowe Engineering in Atlanta. 

Upon completing her master of 
law degree in securities and financial 
regulation at Georgetown University, 
Erin Massey recently accepted a 
position as an antitrust attorney 
at White & Case in Washington, 
DC. She works in corporate defense 
of civil and criminal litigation for 
multinational corporations. 

Having been employed at Hamilton 
High School as an English teacher, 
Kathryn Archibald Stakem recently 
accepted a position as sixth grade  

language arts teacher at STAX Music 
Academy Charter School in Memphis. 
Kathryn comments, "I have recently 
taken a job in Soulsville, USA! This 
is the first year of operation and we 
opened our doors to 60 6th-graders 
on Monday, July 25. It has been very 
exciting to help build the school from 
the ground up, and I love teaching 
younger students!" 

Anna Teekell has finally settled 
in St. Louis after a summer of 
traveling. She writes, "I retired from 
the Admissions Office at Rhodes 
in June and spent a week visiting 
friends in Ireland and a week in 
Poland with Agnes Surowka Webb 

and her husband Taylor. Poland is 
awesome! After going to lots and lots 
of weddings across the South, I'm 
settled here in St. Louis, where I'll 
be working on my Ph.D. in English 
as an Olin Fellow at Washington 
University. Anyone in the Gateway 
City, please give me a shout!" 

Patrick and Elisabeth Meyers 

Yoder married June 4, 2005, in Lake 
Jackson, TX. They currently reside in 
Nashville. 

2002 
REPORTER: JOHN RAMSEY 

JTRAMSEY@MAILUTEXAS.EDU  

After working at Opera Memphis, 
Bob Arnold has been hired by Sally 

Heinz '81 to work in the Development 
Department at the Memphis Brooks 
Museum of Art, where his varied 
duties include writing grants and 
working with sponsors. 

Meredith Cain recently accepted a 
position as registrar at Art Services 
International in Arlington, VA. ASI 
organizes and circulates fine art 
exhibitions. Meredith was employed 
as assistant curator at Wonders: The 
Memphis International Cultural 
Series. She writes, "I truly enjoyed 
working for the Wonders series for 
two years. However, I was ready for 
a change in career, and this position  

was the perfect fit. I was also very 
excited about the opportunity to 
relocate to the DC area!" 

Caroline Garner recently completed 
her master's degree in English at the 
University of Connecticut, where she 
was an instructor of freshman English, 
as well as editorial assistant at one of 
the university's major publications. 
After graduation, Caroline accepted 
a position at Penguin Group (USA) 
in New York, where she works as a 
publishing assistant in the office of 
the company's president. 

Lt. Chip '00 and Allyson Johnson 

Hodge announce the birth of their 
second son, Ryder Austin, Aug. 11, 
2005, in Atlanta. Chip graduated 
from the Georgia State University 
College of Law in May. The family 
will move to Quantico, VA, this 
spring. 

John and Leslie Redington 

Roberts married April 24, 2005, at 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension in 
Clearwater Beach, FL. Tiffany Merritt 

was the matron of honor. The couple 
spent their honeymoon on Virgin 
Gorda in the British Virgin Islands. 
They currently live in Birmingham, 
where John is a first-year medical 
student at UAB and Leslie is pursuing 
a master's degree in library science at 
the University of Alabama. 

2003   
REPORTER: KIM KIRKPATRICK 

KIRKPATRICK _ K@YAHOO.COM  

Tim Walsh writes, "I recently 
graduated from US Navy flight school 
in Pensacola, FL. After nearly two 
years of training, I was designated 
a naval flight officer on Aug. 26, 
2005, and selected to fly F/A-18F 
Super Hornets at Naval Air Station 
Lemoore, CA. Anyone in Northern 
California feel free to contact me. 
Glad to hear you're all doing so well!" 
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2004 
REPORTER: KYLE Russ 
CKYLERUSS@YAHOO.COM  

Okay, this round is going to be 
short and sweet (well, kinda). To 
start things off, I hope everyone who 
was able to make Homecoming had a 
great time—I wasn't able to be there, 
but trust me, I celebrated in my own 
way.... 

Laura Borg is living in Memphis 
(Mud Island to be precise), working 
as a research technician in the 
Structural Biology Department at 
St. Jude. She has been there for a 
little over a year and plans to be there 
for at least another year. She is still 
kickin' it with good friend and former 
teammate Ande' McDaniel, who is in 
her first year of nursing school at the 
University of Tennessee-Memphis. 
For Laura work is life, but "I love it, 
and couldn't ask for a better job right 
out of college." 

Also in Memphis, Julie Clary is 
working as the programs coordinator 
at Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Memphis, where she helps with public 
relations, development and family 
services. 

From Dec. 28, 2004-June 28, 2005, 
Catherine Harris, Katie Maxwell 

and Julie were living and working in 
London as participants of the BUNAC 
program. They lived in a small flat just 
outside Notting Hill and backpacked 
through western Europe for a month. 
Not bad! Katie is now working 
as an account executive at CRSA 
(Cooperative Retirement Services 
of America) in the Advertising/ 
Marketing Department. Catherine 
moved to Washington, DC, in 
August and is pursuing her master's 
in art therapy at George Washington 
University. 

A little farther south in Mississippi, 
Emily Jones has begun graduate 
school. She is getting a master's in 
classical art history at the University 
of Mississippi. 

Kathlene Caldwell recently 
graduated with her M.A. in history 
of art from University College in 
London. Kathlene is now back in 
Dallas awaiting her next adventure, 
but before we let her go, I gotta tell 
you that she sold a painting to actor 
Alan Rickman while working at the 
Curwen Gallery (also in London), 
and she ran into Hugh Grant in 
September. Nice star spotting 
Kathlene, but nothing beats Stephan 

Horbelt hanging out with Pamela 
Anderson. 

Ashley Kutz has also been outside 
the States. She earned her M.S. in 
international commerce and policy 
last year from Valparaiso University, 
and is currently in her first semester 
of law school there. She spent the 
first half of the summer in China 
(Shanghai, Hangzhou and Beijing) 
working at a law firm specializing 
in trade law. The second half of the 
summer she interned with the Senate 
Finance Committee in DC. 

Here's one about Katie Walsh. In 
August, Katie moved to Arlington, 
VA. She shares an apartment with 
Whitney Garman and works in DC 
in the legal department of Croplife 
America, a trade association. Katie 
is enjoying the East Coast and is 
currently deciding which laws schools 
to apply to for the 2006-2007 school 
Year. 

Will Hackman spent an intensive 
year of file clerking and teaching 
himself Greek and Latin. Will spent 
last summer taking a course in ancient 
Greek at the University of Chicago in 
preparation for its master's program 
in classical studies in which he is 
currently enrolled. 

Erin Gabbert writes, "Still in 
Memphis and working as a business 
manager for a small magazine. I got 
a new dog, Lila, or as we like to call 
her, Falcore (think Never Ending 
Story), and after a very long stint in 
the Hickory Hill area of Memphis I 
moved back to Midtown (if you know  

Memphis at all, you'll know why I 
moved). Currently I am looking at 
going to grad school in fall '06 to get 
my M.F.A. in theatre education. If 
you find yourself wandering around 
Beale Street, look me up!" 

Matt Hoffberg was an extra on 
the OC and Kitchen Confidential—

"nothing major" he says. Also 
potentially making news very soon 
are Erin Fliescher and Lee Thomas. 

After completing the summer season 
at Seaworld of San Diego, Erin and 
Lee took off for the Mississippi coast, 
where they found their own unique 
way to aid victims of hurricane 
Katrina. The girls participated in 
the rescue of two dolphins that had 
been washed out of their tanks near 
Gulfport, MS. The heroic rescue was 
orchestrated by the NOAA Fisheries 
Service. 

Elizabeth Winkelmann spent the 
summer fighting forest fires in 
southern California. I last heard 
from Wink shortly before she headed 
for Africa, where she will be flying 
medical missionaries to remote areas 
of the continent. 

And while Hoffberg, Horbelt and 
Caldwell got to see some celebs, yours 
truly, ckyle, actually got to hang out 
with some. For two days in September 
I escorted Wynonna and Ashley Judd 
around DC while they educated 
policymakers (five senators and the 
president of Guatemala to be exact) 
on AIDS. We all work for a program 
called YouthAIDS, and the Judds 
were in town for the annual gala. 
Not to brag, but I also met (briefly) 
Archbishop Tutu, Tracy Chapman 
and Dave Matthews. Buu-yah! 

That's it for me—really need to hear 
from some of you guys. I hope all is 
well and as usual, fare forward, 

—ckyle 

05 
Ellen Porter Durham and Robert 

Durham '04 married June 18, 2005 

62 WINTER 2006 RHODES 	 www.rhodes.edu  



at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic 
Church in Birmingham. Rhodes 
alums serving as bridesmaids and 
groomsmen were Krista McClain, 

Seth Gilpin '04. Linn Schifano, 

Wesley Lawrence. Mike Burke and 
Phil Gennette '04. Other Rhodes 
students and alumni in attendance 
were Jeremy Middlebrooks '02, Matt 

Fletcher '04, Rupal Patel. Kelly 

Forehand, Megan O'Brien, Colleen 

Forsyth '06, Emily Clark '06, Nicole 

Walker '06, Rachel Hays '06 and 
Casey McElroy '06. Also attending 
the wedding were family and alumni: 
the groom's parents, David and Kim 

Durham '78, Jim Durham '67, Charlie 

Durham '71, Sandra Cook Durham 

'72 and Carol Durham '02. The couple 
honeymooned in the Bahamas and 
resides in Tuscaloosa, AL. Kim 

Durham currently works as assistant 
director of institutional management 
at Westminster Academy. 

Terese Holm writes, "I am starting 
a graduate program in chemistry at 
the University of Arizona. I plan 
to pursue a Ph.D. in analytical 

chemistry and eventually work in an 
industrial setting." 

Garret and Kristen Bach Smithson 

married July 16, 2005, in Millington, 
TN. They currently reside in 
Memphis. Several Rhodes alumni 
served as bridesmaids: Elizabeth 

Campbell, Lisa Ulevich and Lucie 

Watkins. Also in attendance at the 
wedding were the following students 
and alumni: Sarah Hildebrand, Terese 

Holm, Desi Campbell '06, Halley 

Hopper, and Erin Lawton. 

Alumni Singers To Perform at Carnegie Hall 
Rhodes alumni are invited to join Prof. Tim Sharp, who led the Rhodes 

Singers and Chorale in a performance of the works of Morten Lauridsen at 

Carnegie Hall in June 2004, to perform the same program during the 2006 

Thanksgiving weekend. 

Rehearsal in New York begins Nov. 21, with the performance scheduled 

for Friday evening, Nov. 24, at 8 p.m. in Carnegie Hall. Sharp will conduct 

the combined choirs (the Rhodes alumni choir and other choirs), and Morten 

Lauridsen will be in residence during the week. Prior to the stay in New 

York, participants will receive by mail the musical scores, rehearsal tape and 

markings sheet. 

For complete information, visit rhodes.edu/Alumni/choir.cfm.  

TN MEMORIAM 
'37 Sarah Gracey McClanahan of 

Covington, TN, Sept. 2, 2005. She 
spent most of her life in Tipton 
County until January 2005, when she 
moved to Henderson, NV. An elder 
and choir member of the Covington 
Presbyterian Church, she also worked 
with such organizations as the Girl 
Scouts, Byars-Hall High School Band 
Parents, PTA, Boy Scouts, American 
Legion Auxiliary, and served on the 
Tipton County Mental Health Board. 
The widow of Sam McClanahan, to 
whom she was married for 55 years, 
she leaves a daughter, a son and a 
grandson. 

'42 Iris A. Pearce of Memphis, 
Sept. 20, 2005. A fifth generation 
of physicians in her family, she was  

one of two women in her graduating 
class at the University of Tennessee 
Medical School in 1950. She was also 
the first woman resident in internal 
medicine at the City of Memphis 
Hospital, first woman resident at the 
hospital and first woman medical 
director of a Memphis hospital. She 
later taught at the University of 
Tennessee Center for the Health 
Sciences and directed several clinics. 

'45 Jane Milner Caldwell of 
Memphis, Sept. 29, 2005. A retired 
teacher at Memphis University School 
and Hutchison School, she was a 
member of Evergreen Presbyterian 
Church. The widow of Charles Y. 
Caldwell Jr., she leaves three sons, 
a sister, Ann M. Rogers '53, four  

grandchildren and a great-grandson. 
'47 William Speros of Memphis, 

Aug. 9, 2005. He was owner of 
Bill Speros Chrysler dealership 
and sponsored American Legion 
baseball teams for 41 straight years 
until summer 2005. At Humes High 
School, where he played football, 
basketball, baseball and ran track, he 
became one of Memphis' all-time 
great prep athletes. He joined the 
Navy in 1942 and served two years in 
the Pacific Theater. A member of the 
college's 1947 Hall of Fame, he was 
inducted into the Rhodes Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 2001. He leaves 
wife Frances Dixon Speros '49, two 
sons, a daughter, a sister and eight 
grandchildren. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
'49 Guy Owen King of Germantown, 

TN, July 12, 2005. He served in 
the Air Force for 30 years, retiring 
in 1972. He was a World War II 
veteran and served in the Korean 
War, where he was a POW. He was 
a liaison officer during the Vietnam 
conflict and upon retirement was a 
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
at the Pentagon in Washington, 
DC. He leaves his wife of 57 years, 
Nell F. King, two daughters, a son, 
two grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. 

'49 Clyde R. Smith of Collierville, 
TN, Sept. 25, 2005. A retired U.S. 
Navy captain, he enlisted in 1943, 
serving on the USS Sicily in the 
Pacific. He returned to active duty 
in May 1951 during the Korean 
War, remaining on active duty until 
retiring in 1971. From 1974-83, he 
served as director of field services 
for Shelby State Community 
College and established the first 
satellite campuses for SSCC in 
Shelby County. He worked as an 
education consultant from 1983-90, 
and served as president and national 
trustee for the Association of Naval 
Aviation and president of the Retired 
Officers Association. A member of 
St. Elisabeth's Episcopal Church, he 
leaves wife of 30 years, Bryce Moore 
Smith, five children including Clyde 
R. Smith III '74, two grandchildren, 
a brother and a sister. 

'51 John Byron Jackson of 
Hernando, MS, Aug. 2, 2005. He 
began working at the Hernando post 
office in 1929 and was appointed 
postmaster in 1940. He retired in 
1986. During World War II, he 
served as a technical sergeant in 
the Army for two years in France, 
Belgium and England. An elder at 
the First Presbyterian Church in 
Hernando, he was also an affiliate 
member of Briarwood Presbyterian 
Church in Jackson, MS. The widower 
of Mary Tipton Jackson, he leaves 
his second wife Hazel Bailey Jackson, 

three daughters, four granddaughters, 
and three great-grandchildren. 

'54 Ruth "Wootie" Beasley West 
of Johnson City, TN, formerly of 

Memphis, Aug. 25, 2005. She was 
a member of the Memphis Junior 
League and Medical Auxiliary. She 
leaves a daughter, two sons, five 
grandchildren and two sisters, her 
twin Rebecca "Bede" Beasley Burr '54 
and June Beasley Mann '51. 

'55 William Cole Godsey of 
Memphis, June 20, 2005. A 
psychiatrist, he practiced over 47 
years. A member of Everett Memorial 
United Methodist Church, he leaves 
his wife Norma Jean Godsey, two 
sons and one grandson. 

'61 George M. McCormick of 
Shreveport, LA, Sept. 20, 2005. 
Since 1984, he had worked as 
Caddo Parish coroner in Northwest 
Louisiana. Beginning in 1975, he 
served as a clinical associate professor 
in the Department of Pathology at 
Louisiana State University Health 
Sciences Center. He received 
numerous fellowships and grants 
during his career. His reputation as a 
forensic and anatomic pathologist led 
to his appearance in more than 2,000 
cases as witness in trials for civil 
and criminal matters. He leaves his 
wife of 25 years Susan McCormick, 
three children, including Leslie 
McCormick Darr '87 and Benjamin 
McCormick '91, six grandchildren, 
two stepchildren and his sister 
Dinetia McCormick Newman '65. 

'63 John F. Callaway of Frankfort, 
KY, July 26, 2005. A Presbyterian 
minister, he served the First 
Presbyterian Church of Frankfort 
from 1984-94. He also held pastorates 
in Louisiana, Texas and Edinburgh. 
He was a member of Mid-Kentucky 
Presbytery and the Frankfort Rotary 
Club. A biblical scholar, he often 
contributed to the Journal of Worship 

Resources and Lectionary Resource. He 
leaves wife Sara Means Callaway '65, 
a son, a daughter and a brother. 

'74 Ann Mitchell Chamberlain of 
New Britain, CT, Aug. 11, 2005. For 
the past three years she had served 
as director of development at the 
New Britain Museum of American 
Art. Having attended the Beaux 
Arts School in Avignon, France, she 
previously held development positions 
at the Atlanta College of Art, 
Milwaukee School of Art and Design 
and Juilliard School. In each position, 
she combined her passion for art with 
the business of fundraising. She leaves 
her father and stepmother, Rodman 
and Betsey Chamberlain, and three 
brothers. 

'86 Catherine H. Winterburn of San 
Francisco, formerly of Memphis, Sept. 
9, 2005. A graduate of the University 
of Chicago Law School, she was a 
member of the California, Tennessee, 
Illinois and Washington, DC, Bar 
Associations and a communicant 
of St. Paul Catholic Church in San 
Francisco. She leaves her mother, 
Catherine A. Winterburn, a sister, a 
niece and a nephew. 
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"I don't think twice about giving 
back to Rhodes." 

Jerome Franklin '89 

Jerome Franklin loved his years at Rhodes. A business administration major who credits Prof. Chuck 
Orvis' economics courses and Prof. Sue Legge's accounting classes for his career choice, the 
defensive end for the Lynx earned his M.B.A. at Tulane and came back to Memphis, where he is now 
a financial consultant at A.G. Edwards & Sons Inc. 

Jerome recently ended his two-year term as president of the Rhodes Alumni/ae Association. He is 
a founder of the Joe Neville Society, a giving society that helps support students of color in need 
of emergency assistance. He participates in RAVE, the Rhodes Alumni/ae Volunteer Effort, which 
reaches out to prospective students. He is often invited to campus to speak to the Black Student 

Association and the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

"I do for whatever I can for Rhodes 
whenever I'm called on. I don't think 
twice," he says. 

Be like Jerome. 
Volunteer for 

Rhodes. In any 
way you can. 

.461 	ilhodes College 4  ^111111  
Jerome and D'Andrea Fra 	I'th  their children Alexis (10) and William (6) 	 - 

— 1818 
at Homecoming 2005 - 	 , 	 %   
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Students enjoying the coffee 
house on a winter night in the new 

Paul Barret, Jr. Library 


