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Winter break put several Rhodes 
students in a 

New York State of Mind 

By Martha Hunter Shepard '66 

January 2, 2007. Winter break is coming to an 

end, and Rhodes students across the country 

are stirring from their holiday hibernation, 

preparing to return to campus. Not so at 

Memphis International Airport, where on this 

new year's morning several students and their 

advisers are boarding planes to New York City, 

eager to expand their horizons and, perhaps, 

meet their futures. 

The markets 
Like all Rhodes students, economics and business administration students at Rhodes are inherently 

smart. They're even smarter when they graduate. Highly recruited, they're famous for passing 

professional exams in the first sitting and landing the best jobs. Witness several New York Rhodes 

alums in the international financial world: Bill Michaelcheck '69, founder and chairman of Mariner 

Investment Group; John Sites '74, founder of Daystar Special Situations Fund; Tom Flexner '76, vice 

chairman of Bear Stearns. 

The list also includes many who graduated in the last decade, now making their mark in the 

international markets in New York. For several years, Deborah Pittman '71, chair of the Rhodes 

Economics and Business Department, has worked tirelessly to maintain contacts with alums and locate 
internships and work experiences for business students. Thanks to her and the work of recent alums, 
a clutch of current students had a rare opportunity during winter break to see firsthand how things 
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work—and what it takes to succeed—in the financial capital of the world. 

The journey to New York began when Pittman attended a summer 2006 meeting of the New York 

Chapter of the Rhodes College Alumni Association. In a discussion of how the group could involve 

students in the vast opportunities New York offers, the answer came in a Rash to Leslie Curry '98, 

director of marketing at Kaplan Inc. While earning her M.B.A. at the University of Virginia's Darden 

School, Curry participated in a "Week on Wall Street" tour. "Why shouldn't Rhodes students do 
something similar?" she asked. 

The chapter accepted the idea by acclamation, and Curry took charge. Pittman and John Planchon of 

the Economics and Business Department worked with Curry to select alums to meet and businesses to 

visit. Director of Career Services Sandi George Tracy and associate director of Alumni Relations Holly 

Hilliard also coordinated with Curry, who arranged itineraries, set up information sessions with various 

alums at their businesses and helped plan two receptions with alums. Curry, in addition, shepherded 

the students everywhere. Hosting one reception were Rockefeller University vice president and graduate 
dean Sid Strickland '68 and his wife, writer Carol Colclough Strickland '68. 

In October, with plans in place, nothing short of a preview would do. Curry and Ben Gohman '97 of 

Credit Suisse First Boston's Sponsors Coverage Group visited campus in the fall, meeting with students, 

answering questions and giving them resume advice. Frank Byrd '90, founder of Hawkshaw Capital, 

made a separate trip to advise Rhodes students. 

By January, the students were ready for New York, and New York alums were ready for them. On the 

morning of Jan. 3, members of the group trekked several blocks north from their hotel to Bear Stearns' 

world headquarters on Madison Avenue. This wasn't a cold call. On hand to greet them were senior 

Kelly Leach '92, vice president, business management, The Wall Street Journal, with Teralyn Green '10 and Meghan McCollough '09 at a reception 
at the home of Sid '68 and Carol Cotclough Strickland '68 
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Jason HoweLL '92, senior managing director, Bear Stearns, with students at the Sticklands' 
reception 

managing director Jason Howell '92 and a host of the firm's employees—from new hires, including 
Philip Ruppel '06, to old hands—who for the next hour and a half told them everything they needed to 

know about the New York financial job market. 

After lunch, it was on to Hawkshaw Capital and Frank Byrd '90, who greeted his now old friends and 

filled them in on the hedge fund market. 

Tired but exhilarated, the group finished the day with James Ray '05 at the Royal Bank of Canada's 

Investment Banking Group before attending an evening alumni/ae reception. 

The next morning took them to Frank Pinkerton '96 and John Wood '02 at Bank of America's 

Equity Research and Investment Banking groups and to Anne Bragg Warren '00 at D.B. Zwirn for 

more information on hedge funds. Dow Jones was the first stop after lunch, where Kelly Leach '92, vice 

president, Strategy and Planning, Consumer Media Group, gave a presentation on the company and 

the industries it touches. Afterward, she answered questions about the firm's strategy and gave students 

tips on interviewing and entering the field of marketing. Late afternoon found the students at Credit 

Suisse First Boston's Investment Banking Group, arranged by Ben Gohman '97. A reception with young 

alumni/ae ended the day. 

For the intrepid who wished to stay over, the next day offered opportunities to visit the likes 

of fashion houses Ralph Lauren, Donna Karan and BCBG, along with Zagat and the National 

Broadcasting Company. 

In a three-day period, the students probably walked more than they had in their entire lives. 

More important, they met for three days with Rhodes alumni/ae in the New York business world, 

networking with representatives of various businesses and financial institutions, interviewing and 

learning all the way. They talked with alums and their colleagues, asking questions and getting 

answers as well as generous advice and referrals, all of which will serve them splendidly in their future 
careers. They came away with eyes and minds opened to the infinite possibilities of putting their 

knowledge to work in the Big Apple. It was the chance of a lifetime. 
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John Weeden '97, center, introduces Amanda Sisk '98, to CODA students 

The Arts 
When it comes to New York learning trips, the "arts" beat the "markets" by a year. In January 2006, 

eight students spent three days in New York soaking up the arts scene and networking with alumni/ae who 

are involved in theater and music. In January 2007, the group made a similar excursion to San Francisco. 

The students were fellows of CODA, the Center for Outreach in the Development of the Arts, a 

program established at Rhodes with a six-year, $4.9 million grant from the Robert and Ruby Priddy 

Charitable Trust of Wichita Falls, TX. The program fosters leadership, vision, communications and 

innovation for future leaders in the arts. 

While no academic credit is offered to CODA fellows, they receive an annual scholarship of $12,500 

and participate in a 10-hour per week mentored leadership and development program and practical 

internship in the fine arts. They don't have to be art majors, but must maintain their commitment 

to the arts. Tim Sharp, chair of the Music Department, heads CODA. John Weeden '97 is assistant 

director of the program. Weeden, who holds a master's degree from Sotheby's Institute of Art, London, 

accompanied the group to both cities. 

In New York, they met with Amanda Sisk '98, a writer/director/actor at the HERE Arts Center in 

SoHo, and musician/composer Hayes Biggs '79, longtime faculty member of the prestigious Manhattan 

School of Music. They also dropped in at Carnegie Hall for a performance by the Rhodes MasterSingers 

directed by Tim Sharp. 

The HERE Arts Center is known for its multidisciplinary work in producing cutting-edge drama. It 

has developed numerous acclaimed works including Eve Ensler's "The Vagina Monologues," and picked 

up 10 OBIE (Off-Broadway Theater) Awards in 13 years. 

"We met at HERE, where we took part in a question-and-answer session with Amanda and two other 

members of the center," says Andrew Whaley '08, a theater and religious studies major from Knoxville, 
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TN. "Amanda discussed with us the relevance of theater today, something with which she credits 

professor Cookie Ewing, who continues to ask students, 'Why are we doing this play now?' 

We learned about the challenges of being an artist in New York and the extreme competitiveness 

among the many theaters. For instance, to gain an audience you must be creative. What this teaches 

CODA students like me is that even when you're a small organization competing in a city saturated 

with your product, you can find your audience if you act creatively. Amanda is also 'living the dream' in 

many ways. This is a testament to Rhodes—that it will prepare you to take on difficult challenges and 

equip you with the ability to think creatively to achieve your goals." 

Says art history major Christine Zhu '09 from Plano, TX: "It was impressive listening to how they 

came out of Rhodes and into the real world. They had a vision and they did it. It's kind of like the 

fulfillment of the American dream." 

At lunch with Sisk and Biggs, the students heard Biggs speak about his career in music, particularly as 

a composer. 

"His success in the world of music is amazing, considering he didn't attend a conservatory for his 

undergraduate education," says Whaley. 

The students took in some Broadway plays and visited the major museums and smaller art galleries, 

whose owners spoke with them on a wide range of topics, from the work that goes into mounting a 

major installation and running an exhibition, to the struggles and successes of establishing a new gallery 

in the New York art district. 

"Touring the museums gave us more exposure to thought-provoking and envelope-pushing art, but the 

discussions with artists and owners were the most beneficial," Whaley says. "Everyone provided wonderful 

insights into organization, learning from failures and remaining one step ahead of the 'other guy'—lessons 

we can use in future CODA projects." 

Outside the HERE Arts Center in lower Manhattan, left to right: Dan Frankel '09, Andrew Whaley '08, Christine Zhu 09, Meredith Reynolds '09, 

Lauren Kennedy '08, Stephanie Wilson '09, Evie Plumb '08, Casey Roman '07, John Weeden '97, Hayes Biggs '79 
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With New York no longer a dream, the CODA fellows took on San Francisco in January 2007. 

Weeden assigned each student a task in organizing events there, such as setting up interviews with staff 

of the famed American Conservatory Theater and Magic Theater. 

"We learned how these theaters make themselves known in San Francisco, how they get an audience," 

says Zhu. "They market through word of mouth, fliers, postcards, ads in community newspapers. 

They also present an entire evening event, not just a show, and both theaters put a strong emphasis on 
educating audiences." 

Whaley adds, "The artistic director at the Magic Theater told us about the challenges that a small 

theater faces in producing only new works, although playwrights like Sam Shepard have written for 

the Magic. The theater tries to attract playgoers who want to see the 'next big thing' before a big-time 
producer discovers it." 

Says John Weeden: "What was wonderful about both trips was the willingness of the arts workers 

themselves to open up their time, knowledge and conversation and really engage the students. They said 
things like, 'I wish I'd had this when I was in college—it would have been amazing.' It's good to know 

we have friends all over the country." 

The Streets 
All the Rhodes students who walked the endless blocks of Manhattan came to know the streets quite 

well. Few, though, know those streets and the souls who inhabit them better than the 16 students who 

traveled to New York in January 2007 under the banner of the Kinney Program. For a week, they 

immersed themselves in learning about international social justice and community service, New York-style. 

The group leader was Memphian Kristin Fox-Trautman '98, currently director of youth development 

for BRIDGES, who in January was working part time in the Rhodes Chaplain's Office. The idea for 

the journey belongs to Ginny Davis '07, an international studies major and business minor from Baton 

Rouge, LA. 

Three summers ago in New York, Davis had an internship at V Day international headquarters, 

whose mission is to stop violence against women. During the academic year, she worked in the 

Chaplain's Office, where she often had to turn away students from service programs that quickly filled 

with volunteers. She says she was always looking for new opportunities for student service. 

A month or so into Davis' internship at V Day, then-chaplain Billy Newton '74 was in contact 
with the Presbyterian Church (USA) United Nations Office, which was offering a new program for 

undergraduate students to learn about international peacemaking. That's when Davis "put two and 

two together" and immediately began organizing the January trip. She determined that the journey 

would encompass education and service components. Participants did not have to be part of the Kinney 

Program, but they would have to apply for the trip and write an essay beforehand about how they related 

to peacemaking. 

In New York, the group sheltered in the Jan Hus Presbyterian Church on the Upper East Side, 

sleeping in the sanctuary, reflecting on their experiences and worshiping with the church's diverse 
parishioners on Sunday. 

For two days at the Presbyterian U.N. Office, the students attended a series of seminars on global 

homelessness that focused on refugees, sex-trafficking and child prostitution. Also included was a 

grand tour of the U.N. Two other days were devoted to service at soup kitchens on the Lower East 

Side—Trinity Lutheran Lower Eastside and Maryhouse and St. Joseph's House, both Catholic Worker 

Houses—and the Yorkville Common Pantry and El Museo del Barrio on the Upper East Side. 

In their free time they went to museums, Broadway shows, a club specializing in swing dance. 

Some students even heard a reggae/rock band from the U.K. that they deemed "really good." 

Says Fox-Trautman regarding community service work in New York: "One of the things the students 

learned was that New York City doesn't have a special or better way than Memphis of doing things—both 

cities have common struggles." 

They also learned about careers at the U.N. and about the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

"The trip changed my ideas about the church," says Leonard Curry '07, a religious studies major from 

Cleveland, OH. "The fact that there is a church office next to the U.N. said a lot to me. Sometimes you get 
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a bad idea of church—people who just 

go there week-to-week without a call to 

social justice. It was good to see there 

are people working toward it. What I 

brought back was that we can't abdicate 

our relationship to power, our ability to 

make social change. I think sometimes 

that we get caught up in the myth that 

we're not connected to other people and 

when something happens we can't do 

anything about it. I don't think that's 

true. I think that one voice, though 

it's only one voice, is a big voice if it's 

willing to speak up. One voice can stir 

to action other voices, and that's how 

movements are founded." 

At the Yorkville Common Pantry: Leonard Curry '07, front. Rear: Josh Jefferies '07 (left) 
and Courtney Denson '07 

Students with the Kinney Program trip to New York: Row 1 (left to right)—Josh Jefferies '07, Ginny Davis '07, Meghan Hofto '07, Kate Key '07. 
Row 2: Erin Hebert '08, Alex Chambers '07. Row 3: Dustin Sump '09, Joel Parsons '07, Courtney Denson '07, Leonard Curry '07, Drury Morris '08, 
Carl Schow '09. Not pictured: Zhenja Bakin, Kristin Fox-Trautman '98, Ben Lyon '09, JoAnna Halk '09, Rachel Thompson '08 
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Turning Ordinary Events 
into Golden Opportunities 

By Helen Watkins Norman 

Photography by Tony Cenicola 

Even 40 years ago as a student at Rhodes, Wall Street titan 

William J. Michaelcheck '69 had the Midas touch for  turning 

ordinary events into golden opportunities. 

H e was sitting in a Palmer Hall lecture room on 

campus one fall day waiting for class to start when 

a female student sank into the chair in front of him. 

Michaelcheck, a junior, couldn't help but notice the mail she 
had in her hand. 

"She'd received a letter from the dean about a scholarship 

for this round-the-world travel opportunity asking if she'd 

like to apply," recalls Michaelcheck, sitting in a window-lined 

conference room at the midtown Manhattan office of Mariner 

Investment Group, a hedge fund management firm of roughly 

$10 billion in assets. Michaelcheck is chairman of the global 

firm, which he founded in 1992 after leaving a spot on the 

management committee at investment giant Bear Stearns. 

Michaelcheck, a smile creasing his boyish face, concedes 

that the moment class concluded he marched straight to the 
dean's office. "I'm your man," he boldly asserted, asking the 

dean to nominate him for this highly-competitive travel-and-

study opportunity. The dean gladly complied. 

That year, the International Honors Program selected 

him to participate, an honor that went to only 30 college 
students from around the country, and no one else at 

Rhodes. Michaelcheck, known to his friends as "Bill," spent 
what would have been his entire senior year living in Japan, 

Thailand, India, Russia, France and Israel, where he studied 

the effects of modernization on those countries. 

Michaelcheck, his signature mustache now mostly gray, 

chalks up the travel opportunity to serendipity—being in the 

right place (a lecture hall seat in Palmer) at a propitious time. 

Others chalk it up to Bill Michaelcheck being Bill Michaelcheck. 

"(Michaelcheck) was very bright. He had a much clearer 

sense than the rest of us of what he wanted to do in life," 

notes Deborah Sale '70, a close friend since their days 

at Rhodes. "He had extraordinary talent, extraordinary 
intellect," says Sale, executive vice president at the Cornell-

affiliated Hospital for Special Surgery in New York. "But he 

also took advantage of opportunities that came to him. (The 

International Honors Program) was open to juniors, but he 

hadn't learned about it until he was to be a senior. And yet 

he knew that would be an important thing for him. He went 

after it, and he did it." 

Football quarterback at Lake County High School 

where he was also voted "Most Likely to Succeed," 
Michaelcheck grew up in Tiptonville, TN, the son of 

Frances Jeter Michaelcheck, a school teacher, and William D. 

Michaelcheck, a businessman. His dad served as town mayor 

and owned a small department store—Caldwell's—where 

Bill worked as far back as he can remember, delivering 

packages, wrapping presents, tidying stacks of shirts left in 

disarray by customers. 
Even back then Michaelcheck knew how to parlay 

educational achievement into better job opportunities, a skill 

he perfected in later years. Seventh-grade Spanish helped 

him land a job as sales clerk at Caldwell's. 

"I was the only one who could talk to the migrant workers 

who came in to buy pants or a suit," he says. 

In tenth grade his aunt, a guidance counselor at a 

Memphis high school, convinced him to visit Rhodes and 

meet her good friend, economics professor Ralph Hon. 
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Pam and 
Bill Michaelcheck 

"My aunt and Ralph Hon decided I was going to go to 

Rhodes," he recounts, laughing. "They figured it out right 

there. I didn't apply anywhere else." 

"I really instantly loved the college," Michaelcheck confides. 

"Everything about it fit me perfectly. I made a lot of good 

friends. I really enjoyed the academics. I had to work hard,  

but I made good grades." 

Michaelcheck entered Rhodes planning to major in business 

and economics. He was soon anointed one of Dr. Hon's 
"chosen," a handful of students who excelled at economics and 

received extra tutelage from the sought-after professor. 

"He took a great interest in me from day one," says 

rhodes.edu 
	

SUMMER 2007 • RHODES {111 



Cl 

Michaelcheck, remembering the times Dr. Hon and his wife 

entertained students at their home. 

Still, Dr. Hon could be very tough, he recalls. 

"We had economics at 8 a.m. on Saturday morning," 

Michaelcheck remembers. If a student were a minute late, the 

professor would look directly at the tardy offender and say, 

`Well, you obviously aren't planning to major in economics. 

You might as well leave the class now.'" 

Michaelcheck won the Seidman Award in Economics his 

first year as well as his senior year at Rhodes. He was president 

of Bellingrath residence hall his sophomore year and an officer 

with Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity, a position from which he 

resigned in protest when the national fraternity tried to keep 

his chapter from pledging a black student. 

Every year he was at Rhodes Michaelcheck served on 

the Honor Council. He was elected president his senior 

year although he could not serve because of his senior 

year abroad. The trials and decision-making process were 

agonizing," he remembers. 

"Going through that was a tremendous learning experience. 

It was so serious. So real." 

Despite his senior year absence from Rhodes, 

Michaelcheck's fellow students elected him to the Hall of 

Fame before graduation. 

The Road to Wall Street 
Michaelcheck was planning to follow up his years at 

Rhodes with graduate school in economics. With Dr. Hon's 

help he secured fellowships at Princeton and University of 

California at Berkeley. He aspired to be a college professor, 

but at the last minute he applied to Harvard Business School 

and got in. 

"That hadn't been the plan," he acknowledges. 

After earning his M.B.A. at Harvard in 1971, he pursued 

his dream of an international career. He was one of only two 

Americans appointed to the Young Professionals Program at 

the World Bank. Recruited by World Bank President Robert 

McNamara, former U.S. secretary of defense, he spent a year 

in a training program working with Latin America. Then 

he was assigned to the treasurer's department to manage the 

World Bank's investment portfolio. 

When the oil shock of 1974 hit, McNamara sent 

Michaelcheck, a senior investment officer, and a couple 

of other treasury department staffers to Saudi Arabia to 

help that country invest the petroleum dollars that were 

gushing into the country. Saudi Arabia was still relatively 

undeveloped then. 

Michaelcheck remembers the Saudi Arabian Monetary 

Agency was located in a dilapidated stone house with only 

Checking the markets in his home office 
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one teletype machine through which all the country's 

financial correspondence flowed. 

"When the oil shock hit," he says, "they had so much 

money and so much happening that when we came to work 

in the morning, you'd open the door and the teletype paper 

would be up to the ceiling and falling out into the hallway. 

"Our big contribution," the self-effacing Michaelcheck jokes, 

was helping Saudi Arabia get another teletype machine." 

After his stint at the World Bank, Michaelcheck worked 

a few years at J.F. Eckstein and Co., a U.S. government 

securities firm. In 1979 he and a partner from Eckstein joined 

Bear Stearns and cocreated its government bond department. 

Michaelcheck started in the trading side of Bear Stearns 

and discovered he was good at it. By the time he left Bear 

Stearns in 1992, he had co-established the mortgage 

department with Rhodes graduate John Sites '74 whom 

he helped recruit to the firm. He had also been named an 

executive vice president in charge of the trading unit. 

"(Trading) is something you're naturally good at or you're 

not. I like fast-paced activity," he says, snapping his fingers 

and admitting that's why he loves living in New York City. 

"You can walk over to the Bear Stearns trading room, and 

there will be 800 people in one room yelling. I lived in that 

room for 10 to 15 years. Some people would go in and say, 

`This is bedlam...I can't even think what day it is.' But I 

found it relaxing. It calmed me down." 

Currently Michaelcheck maneuvers the fast lane 

as chairman and chief investment officer at Mariner 

Investment Group. He started the company after his 1992 

retirement from Bear Stearns. The name "Mariner" echoes 

Michaelcheck's longtime love of the sea and boating. He 

keeps a boat in the Bahamas and flies down eight to 10 times 

a year to fish. And there are boats at the Michaelchecks' 

summer home in Southampton. 

"I originally thought it would be a small business," says 

Michaelcheck, "a place for me to go and get out of my 

wife's hair every day and hang out with my friends. That's 

what it was for a few years. But then it started to grow and 

continued to grow." 

Today, Mariner manages portions of the assets of 400 

to 500 institutions, many of them colleges and universities. 

(Although Mariner does not manage Rhodes' endowment, 

Michaelcheck's leadership on the Rhodes Board of Trustees 
and the Investment Committee has resulted in the college 

outsourcing the management of its endowment to a firm 
that specializes in that area, helping protect the college's 

endowment and maximizing the return.) 

Mariner's headquarters are in Harrison, NY, outside 

Manhattan, and the business also has offices in Manhattan, 

Boston, London and Tokyo. 

"We have 22 trading groups—groups of 4 to 6 people 

like the ones you see out here," he says pointing from the 

conference room to a larger room beyond. "Each group 
trades a particular instrument like corporate bonds or 

government bonds. We're one of the larger hedge funds in 

the world:' 

Mariner trades in almost every country 24 hours a day, 

executing thousands of trades a day. With the average trade 

at $5 to $10 million, hundreds of millions of dollars flow 

through his company hourly. As the chief investment officer, 

Michaelcheck oversees all the trading that goes on, a fact 

underscored by the two cell phones—ignored during the 

course of this interview—that vibrate constantly at his waist. 

"If there's a flap in France or Thailand, I can feel my 

finger bump because it will hit some market," Michaelcheck 

explains. And it isn't really the money that keeps him loving 

this job, he says. "I wouldn't tell my partners I'd do this for 

free, but I probably would," he confesses. "I like having my 
finger on the electric current of the world's economies." 

Closer to home 
Despite the apparent joy Michaelcheck derives from his 

work in the global investment arena, friends say if you want 

to know what really makes him tick, look closer to home. 
"He's extraordinarily focused on his family," says alumna 

Deborah Sale. 

Another longtime friend, Sid Strickland '68, vice president 

and dean of graduate and postgraduate studies at Rockefeller 

University in New York, describes Michaelcheck as "humble, 

caring about friends and family, inquisitive about others...a 

tremendous human being." 

Back in the fall of 1989 while conquering Wall Street, 
Michaelcheck was a single dad after his divorce from Lisa 

"Loretta" Madison '72. His oldest daughter, Geneva, was 

about 10 and his twins, Elena and Stefan, were in nursery 

school up at the Presbyterian Church. Michaelcheck received 

a letter announcing a meeting at another parent's home 

on Tuesday at 10 a.m. to plan the church nursery school's 

Thanksgiving pageant. 

"Now men never go to these meetings, but I didn't want 

my kids to miss the chance to be a turkey in the pageant. 

So I got an intern and a taxi and one of those old-fashioned 

portable cell phones that we had then and we drove to Mrs. 

Smith's apartment," Michaelcheck recalls. 
At the time he was in the middle of several deals and 

mergers, so he left the intern and the phone in the car parked 

at the curb. 

There were five women at the meeting. 

"They couldn't have been happier that I was there. We had 

tea and we talked about who was going to be a turkey and 

whether we should have pilgrims or not, and I was actually 

enjoying it. But every 15 minutes I'd say, 'Pardon me,' and I'd 

run downstairs to the taxi and yell: 'sell, sell, buy, buy.' Then 

rhodes.edu 	 SUMMER 2007 • RHODES 	13 



I'd run back to the elevator and upstairs to talk about turkeys." 

In the early 1990s Michaelcheck married Pam Furer, a 

longtime friend of the family. His daughter, Geneva, and 

Pam's daughter, Lynn, had been playmates since they were 

babies. Their blended family expanded by one when the 

Michaelchecks had Charlotte, their youngest, who turns 14 

this summer. 

Still very involved in his children's lives, Michaelcheck 

continues to take Charlotte, a "budding actress" to school 

at 7:30 a.m. several mornings a week. He carves out time 

to attend "strategy sessions" for daughter Lynn Devon, who 

recently won the nation's Young Fashion Designer of the 

Year Award and is a rising star in the fashion industry. On 

weekends he often meets to talk economics with daughter 
Elena who, "to his great joy," this year took a course on the 

history of economic thought at New York University. 

Time for Rhodes 
No matter how busy Michaelcheck has been throughout 

the years, he has never been too busy for Rhodes. 

"When I got to Rhodes from Tiptonville, I felt like I had 

arrived home. I identified with everything about the place. 

And I still do," says Michaelcheck. "It is the formative 

experience for me." 

He has served on Rhodes' Board of Trustees for 17 

years and now holds the position of vice chair. He was the 

international chair of the annual fund campaign the year 

it broke fund-raising records. He established a summer 

internship program for a Rhodes student at Bear Stearns 

while there. And he has been a member of Rhodes' highest 

level giving society, the Diehl Society, for 25 years. He was 

the first alumnus from his era to join. He has likewise been a 

generous supporter of the college's endowment. 

Rhodes President William Troutt met Michaelcheck the 

fall Troutt took over the college presidency, and they have 

remained close friends since. 

"(Michaelcheck) is a generator of ideas, someone who 

forms ventures brilliantly. He could do anything. He could 

run anything. But he knows he can get other people to run 

things. His real gift is in creating things," says Troutt. 

A master at pulling together the right ingredients to make 

a venture succeed, Michaelcheck has put his talents to work 

for Rhodes. Troutt was visiting Michaelcheck in New York 

when the topic turned to Teach for America, the program 

that funnels the nation's brightest college graduates into 

teaching assignments in under-resourced schools that serve 
the poor. 

Michaelcheck mentioned that he knew Wendy Kopp, the 

founder of the organization, and suggested the two of them 

pay her a visit. Within minutes, Troutt and Michaelcheck 

were meeting with Kopp. Before they left her office, Troutt 

had invited her to speak at Rhodes. One thing led to another. 
Now Teach for America has designated Memphis as one its 

teaching sites with Rhodes as the home base of that effort. 

"We talk in our vision statement about developing in 

students a lifelong passion for learning and a compassion for 

others. Bill embodies our Vision," says Troutt. "He is Rhodes 
at its very best."  01 

Fighting Above Our 
Weight Class 
By Helen Watkins Norman 

Bill Michaelcheck '69, vice chair 

of the Rhodes Board of Trustees, is 

one of those people who can address 

almost any topic with ease, whether 
it is fly-fishing in Argentina, the pre-

Columbian history of the Americas 

or the economic theories of Adam 

Smith. Few topics, however, dominate 

his attention like education. And few 

institutions tug at his heart like Rhodes. 

Michaelcheck, founder of New York-

based Mariner Investments, has served 

on the Rhodes board for 17 years  

and for 20 years on the Nightingale-

Bamford School, a private girls' school 

in Manhattan where his daughters have 

enrolled. He is a past board member 

at Landmark College, where his son 

attended, and he currently chairs the 

board of the International Honors 

Program, a comparative study-abroad 

program exposing college students to 

the economies and cultures of countries 

around the globe. 

Moreover, most of his business 

partners at Mariner serve on the 

boards of America's top colleges and 

universities, and conversations among 

them frequently turn to academe. 
So as a longtime volunteer in the 

trenches of higher education, what does 

Bill Michaelcheck consider the most 

pressing challenge facing Rhodes as it 

prepares to educate the next generation? 

"Student scholarships," he answers. 

Being able to provide access to the 
students who really want to come to 

Rhodes but may not be able to afford 

it is critical to the college's future, he 

explains. And doing so, he continues, 

will take a significantly larger 

endowment than Rhodes currently has. 

"My mother was a public school 

teacher," says Michaelcheck, who 

came to the college from Tiptonville, 

a western Tennessee town that had 

about 2,000 people when he arrived at 

Rhodes in the fall of 1965. "We weren't 

poor, but I certainly couldn't afford 
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to go to Rhodes. I ended up getting a 

small scholarship, but my mother took 

out loans on her teaching salary. 
"I think the college today wants 

the best student body, not the richest 

student body," he says, noting that a 

diverse cross-section of students is a 

major goal. "But that is very expensive," 

he says. 

(Currently, Rhodes meets 84 percent 

of students' needs. According to college 

officials, fully funding the current aid 

budget and meeting 100 percent of 

need would require an additional $300 
million in scholarship endowment.) 

"We are now competing with the big 

guys: Middlebury and Williams, not 

to mention Emory, Vanderbilt and 

Davidson," says Michaelcheck. "Rhodes 

is in the big leagues now. Most, if not 

all of these institutions have larger 

endowments per student and therefore 

more scholarships. It's a real challenge." 

What's more, Michaelcheck 

says, Rhodes must compete more 
vigorously with state institutions that 

are increasingly offering "very special 

scholarships for the best students." 

The college's ultimate 

goal is to provide 

100% of a student's 

financial need which 

would mean "our 

admissions department 

could pick the very 

best class regardless 

of what a student can 
pay," according to 

Michaelcheck. 

"Right now we don't 
have the money to 

do this. So we make 

compromises. Students 

have to take out giant 
loans. Some just can't 

come," he says. "A lot of 

Rhodes students today 

are like I was: They are 

middle-class students 

from small towns and 

families who don't have 

very much money. So 

many people like that have come to 

Rhodes and benefited, including me." 

Michaelcheck points out that 

Harvard, Princeton, Davidson and a 

couple of other schools have already 

moved to providing 100% of student 

need, and others are moving that way. 

"(To do that) Rhodes would have to 

offer significantly more scholarships 

than we're offering right now. It would 

be a wonderful thing," he says. 

Among the nation's 50 top liberal 

arts colleges, Rhodes ranked 38th 

in endowment per student in 2006, 

according to U.S. News and World 

Report. 

"While Rhodes has a nice endowment, 

we're way down that list. If you compare 

Rhodes to some schools in the region, 
we look great. We have a beautiful 

campus and buildings. We balance the 

budget every year. Our endowment is 

nice. But given our goals and objectives, 

we are certainly the poor relation in the 

liberal arts world among the colleges 

with which we compete." 

Throughout its history, Rhodes has 

outperformed its financial resources,  

notes Michaelcheck. "Rhodes has 

always been fighting above its weight 

class," he claims. 

In addition to providing access 

for worthy students to attend the 

college, an expanded endowment, 

notes Michaelcheck, would benefit the 

other major component in a top-tier 

education: faculty. 

"What is a great college? It's great 

students and great faculty. They go 

together," he says. As Rhodes increases 

its emphasis on student-faculty 

undergraduate research, the costs 
escalate—for laboratories and facilities 

as well as faculty. "These experiences 

are very faculty intensive. If we expect 

our faculty to give the individualized 

attention that Rhodes is all about, we 

have to maintain a low student-faculty 

ratio. And to do that, we will have to 

have a relatively large group of faculty 

for our size." 
Another priority, he explains, is 

access to international study. 

"I was lucky enough to spend a year 

abroad on a scholarship when I was at 

Rhodes," he says. "I never could have 

afforded it on my own. In the global 

world we're in, our students need that 

global exposure to be well-rounded, 

truly educated students. In the future 

we'd like to be able to say that every 

Rhodes student gets at least one 

semester abroad." 

While Rhodes faces some steep 

challenges ahead, Michaelcheck 

believes the college will succeed. 
"Rhodes is doing so many great things 

that people want to help it. People want 

to be affiliated with a winning team. 

If you're going to give a scholarship, if 

you're going to build a building, you 
want it at a place that is doing great 

things, a place that you are proud of, 

that represents the values you have. 

"There are a lot of people out there 

who are proud to remember they went 

to Rhodes," Michaelcheck emphasizes. 

By all indications, Bill Michaelcheck 

heads the list. 
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Where All Possibility Lies 
By  Caney Daniel Kepple 

Photography by Justin Fox Burks 

Mickey Babcock '98  can pinpoint the  exact  moment  when 

she decided to change her life. Serving  as a volunteer for 

the  Memphis Metropolitan Inter-Faith Association's Meals 

on  Wheels program, she called on a resident  of the  Memphis 

Housing Authority  properties  on a bitter winter day. 

he had every eye of her stove turned on and the 

oven door open in an attempt to keep warm," 

Babcock recalls. "She set aside the meal I brought 

her and said, "Honey, it's cold outside. Come sit by my fire.'" 

Later that same day Babcock called on a high-profile 

client of her interior design business. The greeting was very 

different. "The fringe on these pillows is too short," the 

client complained. "Take them back." 

"The juxtaposition between the two conversations set me 

to thinking," Babcock recalls. "I kept asking myself, 'Just 

who are the haves and who are the have-nots in this world?' 

I knew it was time for a change even though I enjoyed the 

work and made a lot of money. It wasn't satisfying on a deep 
level." 

The determination to chuck everything she had built is 

surprising, given how hard Babcock had worked to get where 

she was. A third generation Polish-American, she grew up in 
a family in which domestic disturbance was a constant threat 

and in which education for females was not a value. 

"My father believed that smart women didn't get husbands, 

which was his cultural norm," she says. 

This presented a particular problem for a child who 

discovered in kindergarten that she was intellectually gifted. 

The principal was called to the schoolroom when Babcock 

brought a magazine as her show-and-tell item and proceeded 

to read it to the class. By first grade she, rather than the 

teacher, read to her classmates at story hour. She skipped 

third grade. 

But intellect was not the only quality that set her apart. 

"I was not allowed to wear Pappagallo flats like the other 
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preteen girls," she says with a smile. "I had to wear saddle 
oxfords. My skirts were longer and I always smelled like 

garlic because of the food we ate. 

"I would have given anything to fit in," she muses. "I 

believe that framed my worldview of always respecting 'the 

other." 

When she was 12 her father's company transferred him 

from the affluent suburb of Grosse Pointe, MI, to Lebanon, 

TN, where Babcock continued her campaign to fit in with 

her peers. As she got older she concentrated on trying to 

convince her father to let her go to college. 
"I had full-ride scholarship offers to two colleges but he 

wouldn't let me go," she recalls. Finally, with her mother's 

help, she convinced her father to let her attend a state school. 

She picked the University of Memphis because it was farthest 

from home. 

"I needed to spread my wings," she says. "I arrived in town 
the year after Dr. King was assassinated, and there was so 

much going on!" 

Babcock threw herself into countercultural activities 

such as war protests and a production of "Hair." Her father 

insisted that she change her major from theater to journalism. 

The following year she married Phil Babcock and the 

two of them purchased an antique business known as 

Grandma's Attic. They quickly converted it to a purveyor 

of high-end English furniture and Mickey added a gift and 

interior design business to even out the cash flow. When the 

marriage ended after four years, her part of the settlement 

was the going concern now known as Babcock's Gifts. 

She remembers "a rude awakening," a time when she 

came face-to-face with the need for capital and how harsh 

the business climate could be for a single female. She was 24 

years old at the time. 

Enter Herbert Rhea, a widely respected business guru in 
Memphis. Babcock knew him through his wife, Linda, a 

client of the interiors side of her business. 

"Herbert spent hours and hours teaching me management 

principles," she recalls. "He also introduced me to the 

companies that would be some of my most important 

clients—Glankler Brown, a large law firm, and NBC Bank. 

Herbert is a great part of the reason that I am determined to 

pass along the gifts I have received." 

In 1978 she sold the gift side of the business and kept the 

design practice, which she operated until 1998. 

"My last project was the Memphis Country Club," she 

says. "I finally proved to the little girl I once was that I could 

measure up.91 

Always an avid volunteer, Babcock was on the ground 

floor of the formation of the Women's Foundation for a 

Greater Memphis and served as its executive director on 

an interim basis. That's how she met philanthropist Mertie 

Buckman, whom she names as a major role model and where  

she was reminded of gender equality issues. 

"I loved it but I didn't feel credentialed," she recalls. 

That raised the question of returning to school. 

A graduate of the Institute for Executive Leadership at 

Rhodes' Meeman Center, Babcock recalls feeling drawn to 

Rhodes but at the same time intimidated by its reputed rigor. 

She began with the Search course and after two years was so 

captivated that she decided to dive in full time. Meanwhile 

she married Joe McCarty and met another major life 

influence, well-known attorney, adventurer and equal rights 

crusader Lucius Burch. 
"Lucius and I had a deep soul connection," she says. "We 

would have these three-hour lunches and he wrote me the 

most amazing letters. Lucius became my mentor and spirit 

father. 

It was natural, then, that when Memphis philanthropist 

Clarence Day began the Burch Scholars program at Rhodes 

in honor of Burch, professsor Michael McLean, its first 

director, turned to Babcock for assistance. 

"It meant I got to be in on the early conversations about 

the connections between service and learning at Rhodes," she 

recalls. "It also opened up a new window for me—mentoring. 

I loved showing the students my involvements—MIFA, the 
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soup kitchen at St. John's United Methodist Church, the 

Church Health Center, the residences of the Memphis 

Housing Authority. Those were the places where I had 

learned a lot of life lessons. 31 

In retrospect, Babcock believes that she didn't give herself 

permission to do childish things until she was in her early 

30s because during her actual childhood she focused on 

trying to please her father and fit in with her peer group. In 

her late teens and early 20s she was building and managing a 

business. Only after she had proven to herself that she could 

succeed in the "real world" did she allow "the fun part of my 
self to come out." 

The first outward sign was a pair of zebra-striped high-

topped tennis shoes that glowed in the dark. Then she 
started a collection. 

"The red ones are my happy feet," she says of the shoes that 

have become her trademark and the symbol of her legacy at 

Rhodes. "They connected me to that zone we all have where 

we are as strong and as full of joy as we can possibly be, when 

we are exactly who we are supposed to be. I call them my 

taproot. 

As the legend goes, Babcock purchased red Converse high-

tops for the first class of Burch Scholars, challenging them to 

"Walk Loud." 

"I decided to share them because they were my joy," she 

says. "I was just trying to express myself." 

Apparently she succeeded, for to the students at Rhodes 
who follow in her path, the red shoes have come to symbolize 

their efforts to make a difference in the world. 

Babcock says she had no idea that the shoes had achieved 

minor cult status until her first commencement as a trustee 

of the college. 

"Stephen Ogden '05 came up to me and gave me a hug and 

said he had been looking forward to meeting me," she recalls. 

"He said there were nine students graduating in red shoes that 

year. I was absolutely floored." 

Last year, the Rhodes Alumni Board presented her with 

a special honor, the Footprints Award, to commemorate the 

impact of her example on generations of Rhodes students. 

She treasures that honor along with her Vision award 

presented by Women of Achievement in Memphis. 

But Rhodes students are not the only one who have been 

deeply influenced by this philanthropic dynamo Burch 

dubbed the Polish Flash "because he said I hiked so damned 

slow!" she recalls with a smile. Her list of causes is a long 
one and now spans two vastly different states. For Mickey 

Babcock has now become as entrenched in the life of the 

state of Wyoming as she once was in Memphis. 

Yes, Mickey Babcock found the life change she sought, 

though she eased into it gradually, beginning with a hiking 

trip with mentor Lucius Burch in 1983. 

"I was getting ready to sign up for an Outward Bound trip 

when he said, 'Come with us. We'll give you an Outward 
Bound experience." What he gave her was a two-week, 100-

mile backpacking trip through the Teton Wilderness Area. 

"I had never even slept in a tent," she recalls. "I hated every 

minute of it and couldn't wait to get back." 

She and her husband spent summers in Wyoming every 

year after that and built a house near Jackson Hole in 1994. 

Gradually, they began to spend more and more time there. 

The marriage has now ended but she has maintained her 

relationship with stepchildren, Jenny and Brian. 

"They're the best," she declares, "both happy in their lives, 

both great people." 

As she struggled with the end of her marriage, feeling 

"vulnerable and diminished," she also contemplated making 

her permanent home in Wyoming. The harsh climate was 

daunting, the locals were leery of outsiders. 

"People who have been there for a long time take a long 

time to accept new people," as she puts it. "You can't just 

show up and expect to be part of the fabric of the West." 

But in the end, the attractions outweighed the 

reservations. 

"In Wyoming there are qualities of fiber, strength, civility 
and capacity that don't always get noticed," she says. Besides, 

the legislature of the Wyoming Territory was the first 

government in the world to offer suffrage to women, and 
Jackson elected an all-female city council in 1920. 

She sold her house in Memphis and took the plunge. 

Building on her Memphis experience, Babcock decided to 

give herself an unusual 50th birthday present. That was the 

birth of the Equipoise Fund, which is now a key player in the 

march toward better conditions for women and girls in the 

Equality State. 

According to the fund's Web site, "The Equipoise Fund 

is all about helping women and girls of Wyoming find that 

quality of becoming evenly and joyously balanced: internally 

as individuals and externally through collaboration with 

other individuals and organizations that share a passion for 
self-sufficiency." 

Babcock grows animated when she talks of her vision of a 

new approach to philanthropy. 

"We seek parity between the role of funder and our 

grantees and partners," she explains. "We are there to serve." 

She also sees Equipoise as a natural complement to the 

Wyoming Women's Foundation, which she once chaired and 

still serves in an advisory capacity. 

"We are small and private so we can move faster, stir 

things up," she explains. "I mean for it to stay small and 

nimble like Tinkerbell. We don't have the capacity to solve 

issues, but we can bubble them up." 

A perfect example is the Equality Initiatives, a long-term 
project "jump-started" by Equipoise and now supported by 

a coalition of funders who have never worked together while 
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focused with a gender lens. For example, a seed partner in 

the initiative is the Tate Foundation of Casper, which is 

governed by a group of Wyoming businessmen. 

"They have never done anything like this, but they 

quickly grasped the potential of improving the quality of 

life," Babcock says. "It has been an absolute joy to work with 

them." 

She will need all the help she can get, for the project's 

goals are ambitious. 

"We're out to determine the needs of women and girls in 

Wyoming and how to address them," she says. "Phase One 

will be to round up all the existing research and analyze 

it, put it in a matrix so we can see where the holes are, then 

fund the balance of the research. That will give us a road 

map of what needs to be done. 

"Phase Two will be a high-quality media campaign. We 

want to enlighten people to the needs, not confront them." 

From there the project will market those needs to 

nonprofit organizations, municipalities and businesses with 

the goal of building a network of allied efforts to change 

conditions that have been identified as problematic. 

"It's a big effort, but I believe we can do it," she says. 

She would say that. It's her role. She has a vivid memory 

of a mystical experience that occurred in the Katmandu 

Airport in the mid-'80s. 

"I had been hiking in the Himalayas for 10 days so maybe 

I was suffering from altitude sickness," she says, not sounding 

like she believes it for a minute. "All I know is, I heard a 

voice that was as clear as anything I have ever heard. It said, 

`Mick, you're supposed to be a cheerleader.'" She shrugs. "I've 

spent the time since then trying to figure out how. 

Mickey Babcock has touched—and changed—a great 

many lives during the course of trying to figure out her own. 

She really can't say what comes next, but it's clear she has 

spent time and effort making herself ready for whatever it 

turns out to be. 

While she has big dreams for her various causes and the 

world in general, what she wants for herself is rather simple: 

"Equipoise. I define that as a state of grace, a place where 

I find myself, a place between opposing forces, a place of 

uncertainty where all possibility lies."  III 

For more visit rhodes.edu/magazine  
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Professors McMahon, 
Ekstrom Retire 

By Daney Daniol Kepple 

Photography by Justin Fox Burks 

Marshall McMahon 

Marshall McMahon 
"The time of my departure must 

have been preordained," Professor 
Marshall E. McMahon says of his 
retirement, his voice, as usual, only 
half serious. "In August of 2008, 
when I will actually retire, I will be 
64 which, as you know, is two to the 
sixth power. I will have worked at 
Rhodes for 36 years which, of course, 
is six to the second power." 

In fact, much of McMahon's life 
might have been preordained. The 
Fort Worth, TX, native chose to 
attend the University of the South 
because "It sounded like a cool 
place." The small, all-male liberal arts 
college isolated on a plateau in middle 
Tennessee would seem to be an 
unlikely place to find a wife, but that 
is, in fact, where McMahon met the 
woman who would become his best 
friend and soul mate. 

"Betty was up from Agnes Scott. 
We met on a blind date." 

Betty Armstrong McMahon is 
one year to the day older than her 
husband, and the two decided to 
marry when she graduated. 

"It was a hard year," McMahon 
says. "Very hard. Betty taught at a 
preschool in the mornings, worked for 
the university in Admissions in the 
afternoon and typed term papers at 
night. I worked as a lab assistant and 
finished my degree." 

Since both wanted to attend 
graduate school, they had to find a 
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place that would accommodate both their ambitions. 
"We chose Nashville," he says. "I could work on a Ph.D. at Vanderbilt and Betty got her master's 

at the University of Tennessee School of Social Work that was located there at the time." When she 
finished the program, Betty got a job at the State Psychiatric Hospital in Nashville. Their daughter 
Elizabeth was born in 1969. 

The following year Mark received a job offer from Gettysburg College. Some friends were 
horrified at the thought. "One said, 'You'd better be careful up there. Remember what happened to 
the last Southerners who went to Gettysburg,'" he recalls. 

"It was a perfect opportunity, though, because it put me within striking distance of Washington. 
I could work on my dissertation in the Federal Reserve library." He finished the dissertation and 
received his Ph.D. from Vanderbilt in 1972. 

That was also the year that Dr. George Harmon, former chair of the Economics Department at 
Rhodes, then called Southwestern, came to town and visited one of McMahon's classes. 

"He invited me to interview in Memphis that spring and the students just bowled me over. Most 
Gettysburg students were from the Northeast and had a huge investment in coolness. A big smile 
met very little response there. Here, though, I fell in love with the friendliness and work ethic of the 
students. That feeling has never changed." 

The move to Memphis was a good one for other reasons. For one thing, Betty's parents and her 
sister and brother-in-law, potters Brin and Dale Baucum, were here. 

"Having that extended family nearby was a huge benefit to all of us." Daughter Mary was born in 
Memphis, and the family settled happily into the midtown community. 

When Harmon left to become president of Millsaps in 1974, McMahon became chair of the 
department, a position he occupied for a total of 10 years. He has served the college in many other 
capacities as well—teaching in the Meeman Center, chairing and working on a variety of faculty 
committees, advising the honor societies Mortar Board, Omicron Delta Kappa and Omicron Delta 
Epsilon as well as the Social Regulations Commission. He was on the British Studies faculty and the 
Rhodes Board of Trustees. In return, Rhodes has presented him with two of its highest honors—the 
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award and the Clarence Day Award for Outstanding Teaching. 

Although he spent two years as associate dean and three as dean, outstanding teaching has 
been his hallmark. Several generations of students have sat mesmerized in his classroom, learning 
concepts they had never imagined to be within their grasp. McMahon says his wizardry as a teacher 
has two roots. 

The first is terror. 
"I am pathologically afraid of failure," he admits. "In the early years I spent hours and hours on 

class preparation and even on the exact wording of tests. It's gotten better through the years, but it's 
still there." 

The other? 
"I just truly love the students. That's no exaggeration. They know 

I'm into tough love, that I will hold them to standards. On the other 
hand, I'm always available if they need to talk. I have found doctors, counselors and jobs for students, 
and I've been pleased and amazed through the years at how they let me know how much I mean 
to them. Most understand when I force them to do things, it's for their own good. Many are not 
embarrassed to use the word love.' Virtually all of them use the words 'Thank you.'" 

Nor does it wear off with graduation. Betty McMahon says, "It never fails. No matter where we 
are—California, New York, Europe—someone will holler across the street, 'Professor McMahon!'" 

Mark McMahon knows he will miss the students, but these days he's feeling a stronger pull-
nine-year-old granddaughter Isabel Griffith, who lives with her parents Elizabeth and Lewis in 
Birmingham, and two-year-old grandson Liam Ferguson, a Memphis resident along with his 
parents Mary and Glenn. 

"We don't get to see Isabel often enough because she's so involved in her activities in Birmingham, 
so we will definitely be spending more time there," he says. 

Otherwise, "For the first 15 months we will avoid all involvements that require commitments—except 
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for family." The couple plans to travel—Betty is also retiring from her long career as a social worker—
first to Florida, to Colorado in the fall, to Washington, DC, and to the Northwest to visit family. 

"That may be enough to get it out of our systems," McMahon speculates. "After that, we'll just see." 

Peter Ekstrom 
Pete Ekstrom has vivid memories of his first glimpse of the Southwestern, now Rhodes, campus 

in 1974. Thanks to a weather delay of his flight from the snowy north, he arrived in Memphis 
at 1:30 a.m. and, to his surprise, was met by sociology professor Jack Conrad and a welcoming 
committee of students. Arriving at the college the following morning, he was astounded by the 
grandeur of Memphis in March. "I still remember the azaleas and the stunning beauty of the 
place," he says. "When I heard the term 'urban campus' I was picturing dingy old buildings in the 
warehouse district someplace." 

Two "six-degrees-of-separation" experiences before his arrival also boded well. His adviser at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign had also taught Sid Selvidge '65, who was leaving the 
faculty to pursue a career as an entertainer. In fact, it was his position that interested Ekstrom. Also, a 
graduate school friend spoke highly of political science professor Mike Kirby. After meeting the faculty 
and students of the Anthropology/Sociology Department, Ekstrom was sold. He has never looked back. 

By then he was accustomed to taking unexpected paths. A geology major at Beloit College, he 
had worked for a mining company in the Northwest Territories near the Arctic Circle. He has vivid 
memories of the beginning of his stay. 

"The ice was breaking up and no planes could get in or out for a month. I got to know my Inuit 
colleagues and enjoyed that very much. It was my first exposure to an exotic place and I loved it!" 

After graduation he joined the Peace Corps. His assignment in Ecuador was "life-changing. A 
new world opened for me then. It was like stepping off the edge of the earth. I loved the place and 
the people. That was in 1965-66, a time when there were many changes happening in the world. 
After that, I knew I wanted to work with people rather than rocks." 

Back in the States, he worked part time at The Smithsonian while enrolled in a master's program 
at The American University in Washington, DC, where he studied Latin America in depth. 

"I hung out at the Pan American Union because they had good coffee and it gave me a chance to 
converse in Spanish," he recalls. 

There he heard about a Quechua language course taught by a Cornell professor who was an 
Andean expert. All the other people in the class were anthropology grad students headed for the 
field. Ekstrom became a convert. 

He took time to marry his college sweetheart, Rhodes geology instructor Carol Ekstrom, in 1967 
before heading for a Ph.D. program in anthropology in Urbana. 

"Then I became Carol's field assistant while she was working on her master's," he says. "We took 
turns in that role after that. It all had to do with Ecuador." 

The couple spent the summer of 1970 together there, and Pete spent two more years in the field 
researching his dissertation. 

When Pete Ekstrom joined the faculty at Rhodes, there was also a need for a geology instructor. 
Thus, from the beginning the Ekstroms were involved in interdisciplinary courses. In 1979 they took 
their two-year-old daughter Ingrid and 14 students on a two-week survey of the Southwest that 
became a sought-after third-term course. When the third term was eliminated, Ekstrom converted 
the course into an ecological anthropology class that includes a field trip over fall break. 

He was also an early advocate of service learning, teaming up with religious studies professor 
Michael McLean on a course that involved field work in Honduras. 

The Rhodes professors, who worked with a rural development agency founded by peasants, 
allowed the agency to set the agenda. 

"We never knew what we would be doing before we got there," Ekstrom recalls. "That was part 
of the pedagogy, for the students to learn that they had to accommodate others, that they couldn't 
set the agenda. We walked from village to village and slept in sleeping bags on concrete floors. The 
students came to understand the reciprocity of service, that they could learn a great deal from the 

{ 22 } 	SUMMER 2007 • RHODES 	 rhodes.edu  



Peter Ekstrom 

people they were serving." 
After a pause he adds, "That was 

one of the most worthwhile things I 
have ever done. It was very gratifying 
to watch the students have the life-
changing experience I had in the 
Peace Corps." 

When Honduras became too 
violent—"There were too many 
guns around"—he teamed up with 
anthropology/sociologycolleague Tom 
McGowan on an oral history project 
in Memphis in which the students 
were assigned to write life histories of 
socially-isolated elders. 

"They learned many of the same 
lessons," Ekstrom muses. "They 
learned about the reciprocity of 
service, and they learned that they 
could not set the agenda. They had to 
negotiate the relationships with their 
interview subjects. They loved it." 

As he ends the Rhodes phase of his 
life, Pete Ekstrom is looking forward 
rather than back, but he is gratified 
to see the college where he spent his 
career embracing the principles he 
holds dear. 

"I learned at Beloit that education 
is best when it is experiential and 
interdisciplinary," he explains. "The 
geology department at my alma mater 
has always believed that students 
should do geology. And I learned 
more in my two years in the Peace 
Corps than at any other time of my 
life. I like the idea of Rhodes' new 
open curriculum that lets students take ownership in their education." 

He says he won't be hanging around the campus once he retires. 
"I believe in clean boundaries and it's time to look at life differently now," is how he puts it. "I have 

enjoyed my time here immensely. I've had great colleagues and students, great interchanges on so 
many levels. The people are what I will miss." 

But he's not worried about how he will spend his time. 
"I love the outdoors, and one of the reasons I decided to do this now is that I am still in good 

enough shape to enjoy cross-country skiing, canoeing, kayaking, bicycling. It appears that we will 
have a child on each coast, so I will need lots of time to visit. And I plan to get more involved in 
environmental activism, which has always been an interest." 

The Ekstroms, who have owned a cabin in the upper peninsula of Michigan since 1981, recently 
purchased a house in a nearby town, about 1,000 miles north of Memphis. Pete relishes the idea of 
beginning a new life there. 

"I've never been bored in my life," he says. "I don't intend to start now."  EN 
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Marshall Boswell 

Summer Reading 
Photography by Justin Fox Burks 

Marshall  Boswell 
T.K.  Young Professor of English  Literature 

In the spring of 1990, I took a "leave of absence" from my Ph.D. program—actually, I quit—and 

moved to Miami to (ahem) Write My First Novel. Although I succeeded in writing (but not publishing) 
that novel, I did something even more important: I read. No longer constrained to read what my 
teachers and professors demanded, I moved exuberantly from book to book in an ecstasy of self-

discovery that remains with me still. In fact, the books I read that summer, actually, that year—the 
persistent Miami sunshine makes me think of that entire period as one long summer—indelibly shaped 

my thinking, my world view and my own writing. 

Fittingly, I inaugurated my new intellectual 

liberty with Philip Roth's Letting Go (1962). A 

big, sprawling realistic novel equal parts Henry 

James and John O'Hara, Letting Go deals with a 

group of idealistic graduate students struggling 

with desire and duty, with freedom and familial 
obligation amid the vivid backdrop of 1950s 

Chicago. Readers familiar with Roth the 

postmodern provocateur will be surprised by the 

directness and emotional breadth of this amazing 

first book, but that's exactly its charm. 

After Letting Go, I moved directly, perhaps 

incoherently, to Marcel Proust's massive In Search 
of Lost Time. Like countless intrepid readers 

before me, I had started Proust several times, to no 
avail. That summer, however, I pushed through 

Swann's Way, the first volume of the seven-

volume novel, until I hit "Swann in Love," the self-

contained novella that appears midway through 

that first volume like a burst of sunlight through 

a cloud. "Swann in Love" recounts with lyrical joy 

M. Swann's irrational and incongruous love for the 

frivolous, but irresistible, Odette, and I realized, 

while reading it, that if I had simply read this part 
first, I might have stuck with Proust all those other 

times. As such, my advice to interested future 

Proustians is to begin at the beginning of Swann's 
Way and read all the way until the narrator, Marcel, 

dips his petite madeleine into his cup of tea. Then, 

skip to "Swann in Love." If you're not hooked after 

that, then Proust isn't for you. If you are hooked, 

however, then get ready, because, as a recent book 

correctly proclaimed, Proust can, and will, change 
your life. 
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Throughout my childhood, my father worked for the Kroger Co. As a result, grocery stores and 

supermarkets—the source of our family's financial security, after all—have always been curiously 

magical for me, which may explain why I was so moved by John Updike's perhaps over-anthologized 

short story, "A&P," when I first encountered it in an undergraduate fiction-writing seminar. I asked my 

professor where I could find "more of this stuff" and he directed me to Updike's 1962 story collection, 

Pigeon Feathers, my reading of which I can only liken to a conversion experience. Throughout that 

Miami summer I continued to hunt down Updike story collections, the best of which have recently 

been collected in The Early Stories: 1953-1975. A master of the form, Updike the story writer has few 

equals, for it is in the story that he distills to best advantage his considerable artistic strengths, including 
his exceptionally beautiful prose style, his knack for precise psychological insight and his seemingly 

effortless craftsmanship. 
I read many more unforgettable books that year, but these are the three that continue to serve as 

coordinate points for my writerly ambitions. They also invoke concrete and vivid memories of summer 

reading—the best kind of reading there is. 

Julie Le 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry 

One particular book that I love to read every summer is Being There by Jerzy Kosinski. This book has 

been adapted into a movie with the same title directed by Hal Ashby and starring Peter Sellers and Shirley 

MacLaine. I have to confess I am attached to this book, not only because it has a great story line but it was 

also a gift from one of my high-school teachers when I first arrived to the States. In Being There, the main 

character, Chance the Gardener, is a very passive, well-dressed but simple-minded man. Chance is fed on 

schedule every day by the maid named Louise, the only person with whom he has social interaction. His 

Julie Le with some of her summer students 
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knowledge of culture and society comes from watching television. Once he is forced to leave his walled-

in shelter and discover the "real life" world for the first time, Chance aimlessly wanders the streets of 

Washington, DC. He encounters numerous interesting experiences, many of which are bitterly humorous, 

such as when he looks out of a car window and simply says, "This is just like television, only you can see 

much further." One of my favorite quotes in this book is "Life is a state of mind." 

Since I was born and raised in two different cultures, I love to read books written by Asian-American 

writers. I am a huge fan of Amy Tan who is well known for her first remarkable novel, The Joy Luck 
Club. Tan's writing focuses on the lives of Asian-Americans and the generational and cultural differences 

among them. She also concentrates on women's experiences (especially, the tension between fate and 

self-determination). In The Kitchen God's Wife, Tan tells a story of an immigrant mother, Winnie (or 

Weiwei), who reveals her 40-year hidden past to her American daughter, Pearl, who has never given much 

thought about her mother's life in revolutionary China. Although the book begins slowly, the author 

delivers a memorable voice of a woman who has struggled and survived in a patriarchal society. 

While we are on the subject of Asian culture, my next recommendation is Duong Thu Huong's 

Paradise of the Blind (Nhung Thien Duong Mu). If you know Vietnamese, you can read this book in 

its original form, but the beauty is not lost in English. Despite the fact that it was banned in Vietnam 

due to Duong's political views, the book depicts a rich and exotic journey through the daily life and the 

complexity of Vietnamese culture in the 1970s. Through the eyes of Hang (the main character), we 

also come to learn the story of three women whose family is torn apart by a brother who puts the "new 

government" ideology above family loyalty. It is not just another "woman's" book; male readers will find 

it enchanting, too. 

Last but not least, as a chemistry professor, one of the main focuses in my teaching style is to provide a 

bridge between the theory of chemistry and well-known practical applications. Along with their written 

assignments, the students in my class are also asked to read some limited sections in "Connections to 

Biological Chemistry" in their Organic Chemistry textbook. For those of you want to know more, I 

recommend John Emsley's Vanity, Vitality, and Virility: The Science Behind the Products You 
Love. In everyday language, Emsley describes the nature and behavior of about 40 ingredients found in 

consumer products we depend on in our lives, ranging from lipsticks to antiaging creams, trans fat to 

vitamin C and baby diapers to Viagra (hence the last Vin the title). Emsley ends his book by suggesting 

some solutions to the question of why people are now rejecting the benefits of chemistry. Although not too 

many technical terms are used in the book, it is not intended for leisure reading. 

John Planchon 
Associate Professor 
Economics and Business Administration 

When I was asked to submit selections for summer reading, I began mentally to compile books, 

but I would add one and delete another, a process that did nothing to expand the list. Then, I had a 

breakthrough—no list, but a breakthrough. Most of the books I considered were from three genres: 

biographies, texts from my academic discipline and thrillers. 

My reading affair with biographies began when I was very young. Every week my mother took my 

brother and me to the library. One week she led me to a bright orange set of books and told me to 

select three—that would be my reading for the week. And so, at three books a week, I began reading 

biographies. Eventually, I finished the bright orange set and was led to the next series my brother had 

read, the Landmark Series, identified by the Washington Monument on each book's spine. Many years 

have passed since being introduced to the bright orange and Landmark Series books, but I remain an 

avid reader of biographies, finding them great studies of what motivates some individuals to achieve 

greatness and how explanations of greatness vary. 

One of my favorite biographies is Joan of Arc by Herself and Her Witnesses by Regine Pernoud. 

This book is not for a reader seeking confirmation of the movie and TV Joan—part swashbuckler, part 

schizophrenic. Pernoud presents Joan through official chronicles, trial documents and letters. The facts 

present an extraordinary character who proclaims that all she has done has been at God's command and 
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that but for the grace of God she could 
have done nothing. Joan's explanation 

of those facts has never been universally 

accepted, but to me one of the lessons 

of Joan's life is that explaining her is 

not essential to admiring her. As Robert 
Bresson, the first French film producer 

to devote a film to Joan's life, noted, one 

doesn't explain greatness; one tries to 

attune oneself to it. 

A second biography, Thomas 
Cranmer, by Diarmaid MacCulloch 

is winner of the 1996 Whitbread 

Biography Award. I was attracted to 

this book because Cranmer is the 

author of some of the most beautiful 
prose in the English language—The 

Book of Common Prayer—and 
partially because of his tumultuous 

life. MacCulloch traces Cranmer's life 

with exacting footnoted detail as he 
guides Henry VIII through marriages 

and divorces and advances a new 
religious outlook. For more than 400 

years, Cranmer has been cast as hero 

and villain, depending upon one's 

explanation of the facts. However, as 

MacCulloch amply demonstrates, there 

is sufficient evidence to support either 

view of Cranmer, just as there probably 

is with most lives. 

In my academic discipline, 

Explorations of Marketing in Society, 
edited by Gundlach, Block and Wilkie, 

is an excellent collection of 68 essays 

and research articles devoted to social 

marketing. They cover such topics as 

nutrition labeling at fast food chains, 

aggressive and predatory pricing, 

consumer protection in a global economy, 

college binge drinking and whether 

advertising makes kids fat. Though some articles are quantitatively based, many are accessible to those 

outside the discipline. 
Finally, I must confess that I'm a simultaneous reader—I like to have a second or third book to read 

along with more demanding texts. These "books on the side" must have a fast-moving plot, an element 

of suspense and not require close attention. It's not easy to find these books. So it's with affection and 

admiration that I recommend Ken Follett's Eye of the Needle. The plot is fast-moving. There are 

surprises and twists, and one can read the book quickly without expending too much mental effort. 

That makes it a perfect companion to the books above.  EU 

rhodes.edu 	 SUMMER 2007 • RHODES 	{ 27 



That Championship Season 
By Charles Killinger '64 

I n the spring of 1961, as Southwestern students exchanged 

farewells, a small group packed its bags to travel north: 

The baseball team had qualified for the NCAA College 

Division Mid-East regional tournament. The season had 

been one of extraordinary success that would continue 

through the tournament and bring Rhodes College its only 

NCAA team championship. But because of the timing of 

the games, the historic success of that team went virtually 

unnoticed, only recently to be rediscovered. 

Southwestern students of the early '60s enjoyed an idyllic, 

if somewhat deceptive calm, a kind of extension of the more 

carefree 1950s, although events pointed to the turbulence 

that would dominate the decade in its latter years. Sit-in 

demonstrations and freedom rides signaled the acceleration 

of the civil rights movement, while the failed Bay of Pigs 

invasion and Soviet Premier Khrushchev's clash with 

President Kennedy at Vienna evidenced a hardening of the 

Cold War. Later in 1961 the Soviets exploded a 50-megaton 

hydrogen bomb and constructed the Berlin Wall, while 

Kennedy dispatched 2,000 military advisers to Vietnam. 

The dynamics of domestic and international conflict would 

soon breach the tranquility of campus, but on two sunny 

days in June 1961, far from Memphis and largely oblivious to 

the winds of change, the Southwestern baseball team could 

play that most pastoral of games much as boys had played it 

for more than a century-and-a-half. 

Nothing seemed exceptional as the team prepared for the 

1961 season. There were the usual damp, windy practices 

at the old Fargason Field and a fair measure of sore arms. 

Nevertheless, coach Woody Johnson must have noticed the 

striking array of talent that included a number of returning 

players, most of the backfield from the Lynx football team 

and three-fifths of the starting basketball team. 

Never before had Southwestern fielded a winning 

baseball team, but the '61 Lynx showed promise. Wins 

over undefeated Union University, Northeast Louisiana, 

Murray State and a ranked Arkansas State team highlighted 

a 14-game winning streak that brought attention from 

the Commercial Appeal. Apparently that attention had 

not escaped archrival Sewanee's Shirley Majors and Lon 

Varnell, two of college coaching's more colorful characters. 

Arriving on the mountain, the Lynx players were taunted by 

a raucous contingent of Sewanee partisans, separated from 

the team only by a chain-link fence. Five hours later, when 

the Sewanee pitcher retired the last Lynx batter of the second 

game, the bleachers were eerily vacant and the Lynx winning 

streak had come to an abrupt halt in 3-2 and 4-2 losses. The 

team lost only three more times that season. 

By midseason it had become clear that this was a special 

group indeed. Cocaptains Robert Echols '62 and Billy Landers 

'61, shortstop Buddy McAfee '63, catcher Jerry Manley '63 

and outfielders Lou Johnson '61, Tommy Johnson '63 and 

Pat Burke '62 brought experience and stability to the younger 

contingent. Landers hit .472 and stole 38 bases in 22 games. 

The word was that a Landers single was as good as a triple. 

Freshman first baseman David Miles hit .368, helping to 

elevate the team batting average above the .300 benchmark, 

while the two lefthanders, Bob Moseley '62 (1.45 E.R.A.) and 

Larry Thomas '64 (5-1), held opponents in check, assuring 

the team that a mere few runs would usually suffice. Coach 

Johnson was, in baseball parlance, "manufacturing runs" with 

his aggressive style of forcing the action, and thus the team 

was never shut out over the entire season, an extraordinary 

accomplishment in any league. 
Although baseball fans often dwell on statistics, there 

are intangible elements that weigh equally heavily, and this 

team seemed to have them all: leadership, tenacity and no 

small measure of zaniness that served to relieve pressure as 

the winning streak built. Of all the colorful personalities, 

none proved more entertaining than the cigar-chomping 

head coach, who conjured images of smoky pool halls and 

a palpable toughness. A man who chose his words carefully 

and whose eyes conveyed as much as the signals he flashed 

from the third-base coach's box, Johnson guided this team 

to success. Anyone who doubted his grit would have been 

convinced when, after one of the season's altercations, 

Johnson lifted a young man in street clothes by his shirt 

and deposited him rather rudely outside the fence with the 

proclamation: "Boy, what are you doing out here? You don't 

even have a uniform on." On road trips, curfews were always 

a subject for speculation among players, who wondered how 

the rules would be enforced by a coach who surely would 

not interrupt his pool game to do so. Johnson's leathery 

demeanor, however, did not completely shield an inner 

generosity that a number of players came to appreciate. 

The 450-mile drive north proved disorienting to a carload 

of Memphians who found themselves lost in Indianapolis 

on the way to the tournament. McAfee suggested that the 
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The 1961 championship baseball team, first row, left to right: Cyril Hollingsworth '64, Pat Burke '62, George McCormick 
'61, Larry Thomas '64, Bob Moseley '62 , Jerry Manley '63, Billy Guy '64 , Ronnie Splann '64 , Billy Holmes '63. Second row: 
asst. coach Grover Bowers, Tommy Johnson '63, Buddy McAfee '63, Billy Landers '61, Lou Johnson '61, Mark Hartzog '63, 
David Miles '64, Charlie Killinger '64, Robert Echols '62, David White '64, head coach Woody Johnson 

driver get the attention of one of Indy's finest by making an 

illegal turn, then asking directions, a maneuver that would 

not have been entirely out of character for this ream. Earlier 

in the season, an Alabama trooper had stopped some players 

for speeding, only to escort them to the game when he 

discovered that they were running late. 

Once the players located the DePauw University 

campus in Greencastle and began to gather on the 

diamond, they knew exactly where they were. Poised 

and confident, they focused on the task at hand. In the 

June 5 opening game, before a crowd that included a 
smattering of professional scouts, the Lynx scored six 

times, highlighted by Landers' two-run triple. Moseley 
pitched a brilliant game, allowing two runs on four hits 

and striking out 13 for his 11th win against two losses. 

Only cofavorite Ball State, Indiana Collegiate Conference 

champion and first-round winner over Ohio Wesleyan, 

stood between the Lynx and the championship. 

Relying on the strong pitching and aggressive style 

that had carried it through the season, the team built a 

lead behind Thomas, then held on for a 5-3 victory. Key 

hits in the final game came from McAfee, Miles and Lou 

Johnson, but the victory fittingly proved to be a total team 

effort. "Euphoric" was Landers' response to the climax 

of the triumphant season. But there was little time for  

celebration after the gold medal ceremony. Driving all night, 

the Memphis contingent returned to an empty campus. 

Others dispersed. Bill Landers and Buddy McAfee were 

rewarded with professional contracts, signed respectively 

by the Houston Colt 45s and the St. Louis Cardinals. After 

graduation, Jerry Manley embarked on a career in the U.S. 

Navy. Mark Hartzog '62 and Robert Echols enrolled in law 

school, Pat Burke '62 in medical school. 

The most successful baseball season in the college's history 

was recently rescued from oblivion for one reason: Rhodes 

athletic director Mike Clary '77 yielded to his curiosity and 

began to investigate the story behind the fading team photo 

with the caption "1961 NCAA Champions." On a sunny 

Homecoming weekend in October 2006, the 1961 baseball 

team was inducted into the Rhodes College Athletic Hall 

of Fame, the first team to be so honored. The 11 teammates 

who gathered for the first time in 45 years shared a sense of 

gratification and numerous reminiscences, some undoubtedly 

embellished in the remembrance of faded glory. 

"We were crowned national champions," one player recalled, 

"because the other regionals were not played. But we would 

have beaten them all." 

"Bring them on!" another insisted. "We could take them 
now.  til 

Charles Killinger was a member of the 1961 baseball team. 
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A Pilgrim's Journey 
Text and photography by Gail P.C. Streete 

The W.J. Millard Professor of Religious Studies 

In spring 2006, nine faculty who teach the religious 

studies and philosophy course, Life: Then and Now, 

journeyed to Israel and Jordan to study the area 

and learn from one another's expertise. The shared 

knowledge, they believe, transfers to the classroom 

in dynamic ways. The Mellon Foundation, assisted 

by the Provost's Office, initially underwrote the trip. 

Participation was expanded thanks to the generosity 

of Spence Wilson, chair of the Rhodes Board of 

Trustees and a firm believer in faculty travel/study. 

The following are excerpts from the journal of Gail 

Streete, official chronicler of the journey. 

May 18, 2006: Day One: "Bound for Canaan" 
In the Newark airport, bound for Tel Aviv, is a mixed group of pilgrims from the Rhodes Department 

of Religious Studies: Ryan Byrne, Milton Moreland, Luther Ivory, Bernadette McNary-Zak, Patrick 
Gray, Tom Bremer, John Kaltner and me. Steve Haynes will join us in Tiberias. 

Once on the plane, apart from the announcements in English and Hebrew and the Hebrew subtitles 
on the films, the most startling event is the announcement of a minyan for prayers in the galley area of 

the plane. Ten Hasidic gentlemen convene. It's already a different world. 
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Porphyry statue of Hadrian, Caesarea Maritima 

May 19, 2006: Day Two: The Happy Bus 
We land in Tel Aviv and board a private bus with yellow curtains, later dubbed "the Happy Bus." Our 

guide is named Doron, a former political science professor and navy commando. The hotel isn't ready 

for us, so we go first to the seaport of Jaffa, formerly Joppa, the site of two "biblical" events: the port 

from which the prophet Jonah set sail for Tarshish to escape the necessity of preaching to the hated 

Nineveh, and the place where later the apostle Peter stayed with Simon the tanner and, according to 

Acts 10, had the famous vision that led him to baptize the gentile Cornelius and his family. In addition, 

Jaffa is said to have been founded by Japheth, one of the sons of Noah. 

There are layers upon layers of remains here, including the remnants of an Egyptian mud-brick fort built 

in 3300 BCE (Before the Common Era). The first historical mention of Jaffa is in a list of cities Thutmose 

III captured in 1486 BCE. He was the pharaoh who took Jaffa by hiding his troops in big jars. The 

Church of St. Peter with its Franciscan monastery, built on the site of a Crusader castle, today serves Polish 

and Filipino congregations. The hammam (Turkish bath) and minaret of a mosque are reminders of the 

occupation by the Ottoman Jamal Pasha. 

Our hotel is in Bat Yam, or "Mermaid," a suburb of Tel Aviv. I can see the Mediterranean from the 

little balcony of my palatial room; another view reveals laundry hanging over people's balconies. We 

have lunch at a nearby restaurant, where the hummus alone comes in many different varieties; the Greek 

salads would feed an entire family. After we get settled, Luther, John and I take a long walk on the 

beach, which is covered with shells and peopled by Israelis starting their Shabbat (Sabbath) early. There 

is parasailing and windsurfing out on the clear blue-green water, which, in the myth of Perseus, was the 

place where the local princess Andromeda was chained to a rock to be eaten by a sea monster. Perhaps 

the genesis of the term "mermaid?" 

May 20, 2006: Day Three: "We Walk" 
A great run by the sea this morning. It's Shabbat, so it's pretty quiet. 

On the road again with Doron, whose favorite expression, when off the bus, is, "We walk." When 

we don't walk, "We wait." We visit Caesarea Maritima, the 

harbor town and showplace palace with Roman flavor built 

by Herod the Great. After his death, the Roman "caretakers" 

(procurators) of Judea stayed here, hence there is a stone that 

bears the name of Pontius Pilate. 

We see the first Roman theater in the country. After the 

Roman garrisons left Judea, the Byzantines occupied the spot, 

and later, the Crusaders. Eusebius of Caesarea, Constantine's 

biographer, was bishop here. It was also the site of a famous 

rabbinical school of the third century and was later occupied 

by the Muslims. On the way out of the city, we stop at a 

wonderful Byzantine street with two magnificent statues, 

one of red porphyry, and both headless. Speculation is that 

the porphyry statue is of Hadrian, the Roman emperor of the 

early second century, very much hated in these parts because 

of his suppression in the Second Jewish War (132-135 CE, or 

Common Era), leveling the temple site and excluding Jews 

from Jerusalem. 

Later, we have almost an armchair seat at Armageddon 

(Rev. 16:16), the Mount of Megiddo, where armies have 

fought many times since the second millennium BCE. 

The area virtually disappeared in the fourth century BCE. 

Important here are four Canaanite worship sites (3000-1800 

BCE) and secret access to a water supply. We walk through 

the water tunnel: nice and cool! 
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On to Bet Shearim, where there are 31 catacombs cut into the hillsides forming a Jewish necropolis. 
The most famous site here is the grave of Rabbi Judah (Yehuda) ha-Nasi, or "The Prince," the compiler 

of the commentary on the law known as the Mishnah (ca. 200 CE). 

Many of the tombs here exhibit an odd combination of Greco-Roman imagery and Jewish symbols. 

Nearly all of the sarcophagi have holes in the corners where robbers have broken into them. 

As late afternoon arrives, we reach the Sea of Galilee (actually not a sea, but Lake Kinneret, named 

after its harp shape, the kinnor). Our hotel has a private "beach" where Milton, Bernie and I sit 

watching the boats of Christian tourists and Shabbat relaxers plying the water. A Hasidic couple comes 
down to sit and briefly enjoy the Shabbat with us. 

May 21, 2006: Day Four: In Search of Jesus 
This morning, after a good run by the shore, we have another large and lavish Israeli breakfast, then 

we go where Jesus walked. 

Two things impress me: The area seems rather small and not especially numinous. We are actually 

on the west bank of the Jordan. We will eventually cross the river at least five times; not at all "Jordan's 

stormy banks," but mostly a trickle. The farther north we go, the closer we are to Lebanon and Syria 

and the Golan Heights and the more prominent the reminders of war, past and present, become. 

First, we stop at Tabgha, where Byzantine pilgrims had their picnics, perhaps in imitation of Jesus' 

miracle of feeding the 5,000 that purportedly occurred here. Actually, most of what are now considered 

"holy sites" in this Holy Land were first defined by the visit of Constantine's elderly mother, Helena, 

the most prominent early Christian pilgrim, who probably liked her religious convenience rather than 

archaeological exactitude. Jesus' Sermon on the Mount allegedly occurred nearby, perhaps on the 

same mountain as the miraculous feeding, but the Catholics and the Greek Orthodox dispute the 

exact site. And since the Gospel of Luke has a "Sermon on the Plain," we have a variant tradition. The 

present church at the site, which is also called "Heptapegon" or "Seven Springs," is a reproduction of 

the original fifth-century church. Nearby we pass Migdal ("the tower"), probably the home of Mary 

Magdalene. 

We have more luck at Kfar Nahum (Capernaum), where a very modern church is built over the 

remains of a "house-church" or Byzantine Christian church dating at least from the fourth century. It is 

located in the house believed to have been that of the apostle Peter. 

Jesus made Capernaum a kind of "base of operations" and did a healing in the synagogue here. There 

are the remains of small houses, some dating from about the second century BCE. Apparently, there 

were several small industries here: olive-pressing, milling and of course, fishing. But it seems to have 

been far from a "poverty-stricken fishing village," since some of the houses had windows, entrance areas 

and a second floor. The "house of Peter" was also plastered—a sign of even greater status—although 
probably not by him. 

There is a synagogue from the fourth century CE that replaced an earlier one. In the fourth century, 
the Spanish pilgrim Egeria wrote about seeing it as the site of "the Lord curing a man possessed by the 
devil" (Mark 1:23). 

From Capernaum, we pass the ruins of Bethsaida and go northward to Banyas, known in Jesus' day 

as Caesarea Philippi, for Herod Philip, one of Herod the Great's sons. Like his father, Herod Philip was 

a client king and admirer of Rome. The original name of the town was Paneas or Panias, sacred to the 
goat-footed god Pan. Panias was originally part of the Decapolis or "10 towns" in the Greek style, later 

under control of Herod Philip. Herod the Great dedicated a temple to the worship of Augustus here, 

close to that of Pan, a prudent move politically. But to Christians, Caesarea Philippi is most important 

as the site of "Peter's confession." The earliest version is in Mark 8:27-31, but the more popular version, 

Matthew 16:18, includes Jesus' statement, "On this rock I will build my church." The verses are 

stamped in sand in three languages by a curious dreidel-like object that you can turn. 

There are also the remains of a Byzantine church, mentioned as the site of a statue erected by Eusebius 
in the fourth century commemorating Jesus' healing the bleeding woman. 

The remains of Agrippa II's palace, with its splendid entrance and many rooms, constitute the most 
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spectacular site here. There are fragments of second-century CE Roman pottery and decorated Muslim 

ceramics along with evidence of the Crusaders, who made this a medieval city. It is also home to wells, 
or shrines of Muslim saints, and there are reports that this was a dwelling of the hashish-smoking 

attackers of Christians during the Crusades, from which the term "assassin" comes. Since it's near the 
Lebanon border, there are several Druze here. At a little snack stand we get Druze pita, a large flat bread 
spread with libani (like yoghurt cheese) and za'atar (sumac) and rolled up. Delicious! 

On to Nimrod's fortress or castle on the Lebanon/Syria border. Although it is credited both with 

being the abode of the mighty hunter Nimrod in Genesis and later, a Crusader castle, it is actually a 

Muslim fortification built by the Mameluke Sultan Baybars (1266-77) to defend the territory against 

the Crusaders. The Mamelukes were former Muslim slaves who took over the great centers of the 

Muslim Ayyubid dynasty in the Middle East. The view from here is tremendous—you can see three 
countries. 

We have a delicious lunch by a stream—grilled trout, along with the usual assortment of prelunch 

goodies (hummus, eggplant, chopped salad, pita). 

According to biblical tradition, the Israelite tribe of Dan moved northward and conquered the 
Canaanite city of Laish in the 11th century BCE. It became the most important religious site in the 

north after Jeroboam I established worship there in the late 10th century BCE (1 Kings 12:28-29). The 

city has a spectacular mud-brick gate dating from the mid-18th century BCE and an Israelite gate area 
from the Iron Age. 

Back to our hotel in Tiberias for a typical Israeli dinner, heavy on the chopped veggies. 

May 22, 2006: Day Five: Mystics, Mary and the "Mona 
Lisa" of the Galilee 

Driving past banana trees on the way to the holy rabbinic city of Safed, we first stop at the "Church of 

the Beatitudes" (eight sides for eight beatitudes) on the alleged site of the Sermon on the Mount. 

Along the way, we see gazelles, migrating storks and buildings with ubiquitous solar panels and 

water heaters on the roofs. We also pass the tomb of Rachel, wife of the celebrated martyr Rabbi Akiva 

(Second Jewish War). 

From the peacefulness of the Church of the Beatitudes we travel up to Safed, the highest town in 

Israel, and with Tiberias, Hebron and Jerusalem, one of the four holiest sites of Judaism. Famous in the 

Middle Ages and later home to the Sephardic Jews driven out of Spain in 1492, it also boasts Kabbalist 

synagogues. Currently, many artists live in the town's former Arab Quarter. 

On to Nazareth and the surprising sound of the Muslim call to prayer while in the Church of St. 

Joseph, one of the two Christian churches on the supposed site of the Annunciation to Mary and Jesus' 

childhood. There is a first-century street with wells and cisterns preserved under the 1969 Basilica of the 
Annunciation, which boasts representations of Mary from countries all over the world. 

Sepphoris, four miles from Nazareth, was the capital of the Galilee under Herod Antipas. It is a 

remarkable Roman/Jewish town, famous for its water system—there are traces of ritual baths, or 
mikvaoth, in all the second-century CE houses. It is also known for its mosaics—the magnificent 

Dionysus mosaic, the "Mona Lisa of the Galilee," the Nile Festival mosaic and the zodiac mosaic in the 

synagogue. The Mishnah was probably codified here in the second century CF by Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi. 

It is also a town upon whose excavation two of my colleagues, Richard Batey and Milton Moreland, 
have worked. 

May 23, 2006: Day Six: "On Jordan's stormy banks I 
stand ..." 

Leaving Tiberias, we pass the tomb of Moses Maimonides (the Rambam), the great Jewish scholar of 
medieval Spain. He died in Egypt, and his bones were brought to the Holy Land for burial. 

Next, the town or kibbutz of Yardenit, named after the Jordan (Yarden) River. Since "Bethany beyond 

the Jordan," one of the supposed sites of Jesus' baptism by John the Baptist, was in Jordanian hands, the 

enterprising town found a way of obliging Christian tourists by providing a baptismal site "close enough" 
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Oval plaza, Jerash 

to that of Jesus. 

On to Bet Shean, a site occupied continuously for 6,000 years, with a pharaoh's hilltop fortress, 
possible traces of Solomonic building (1 Kings 4:12) and the best-preserved Roman-to-Byzantine city 

in Israel. During Roman times, the city was known as Scythopolis because of the legend that Scythians 

from the Black Sea helped with the labor. It was also known as Nysa in the Hellenistic Greek period, 

the place where the god Dionysus was raised by nymphs. The town has a wonderful temple, a paved 
Byzantine street, a great fresco of the goddess Tyche or Fortune, a public latrine, a nymphaeum or 

fountain complex, shops and a lovely amphitheater. Though there was a major earthquake in 749 CE, a 

later Muslim traveler still described it as a "paradise." 

Milton and Ryan remind us that Bet Shean is just a "warm-up" for Jerash (Roman Gerasa), another 

one of the cities of the Decapolis, or "10 towns." But first we cross the border between Israel and Jordan 

and acquire a new guide, a Palestinian Jordanian named Hasan Abu As'ad, a poetic individual who 

refers to us all as "my dears." 

Jerash is supposedly the place where Jesus drove the demons out of a possessed man and into a herd 

of swine (although some Gospels say the place was Gadara). Gerasa in the first century BCE had a 

semi-independent status in the empire. Clearly, it was built to impress, and even its partial restoration 

leaves one gasping: Hadrian's monumental arch, the hippodrome, the temple of Zeus/Jupiter and the 

south theater are all extraordinary, but most impressive is the oval plaza or forum from the first century, 

enclosed by Ionic columns. The most spectacular part of the northern city is the temple of Artemis/ 

Diana, even larger than the temple of Jupiter, dedicated to the protectress of the city. In the Muslim era, 
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it was turned into a pottery/ceramic yard and workshop. Of a three-church complex in this section, the 

church of Saints Cosmas and Damian has a most impressive sixth-century CE mosaic floor. A Jordanian-

Danish team has found and is excavating a mosque south of the magnificent Roman nymphaeum. 

On to Amman, hot, tired, dusty and sunburned. At our hotel we see a major Arab city with a 

panorama of new apartments, Palestinian slums, elaborate homes and a humming downtown area. 

Another lavish hotel buffet, and waiting in our rooms, sweets and fruits enough for another day. 

May 24, 2006: Day Seven: In the Footsteps of T.E. 
Lawrence and Indiana Jones 

Driving south from Amman along the Desert Highway, I can't help but think of Lawrence of Arabia, 

especially when we hit real desert, complete with volcanic rocks. I can't get over the mix: Arab shepherds 

with flocks of sheep and goats (we had to stop in one town for the goats), brightly decorated pick-up 

trucks and modern Arab architecture. We pass the site of Bethany beyond the Jordan, where, according 

to the fractured English of the guidebook, "the Lord Juices was peptized." 

We visit Madaba, mentioned as a Moabite city in the Old Testament, a Roman center that became 

Byzantine in the fourth century and was later occupied by Muslims and Mamelukes until the 16th. 

The glory of Madaba is its mosaic map, housed in the sixth-century Greek Orthodox Church of St. 

George. Discovered in 1884, the mosaic dates to the time of the Byzantine Christian emperor Justinian. 

Like all early Christian maps, it portrays "Holy Jerusalem" as the center of the world, with fanciful 

depictions of the Jordan River, Jericho and other biblical places. The map is oriented west/east rather 

than north/south, with Palestine on the left and Egypt on the east. It is a wonderfully accurate mosaic 

representation of an earlier third-century map, although it may not compete with a GPS. 

Petra! A dream I have had since I was a girl of 10 has come true. Our hotel overlooks the site, 

including the "tomb of Aaron," the brother of Moses who is considered a prophet in Islam. Indeed our 

modern village is called Wadi Moussas, or Moses' Valley. On the way down in the bus we listen to a 

long dialogue between our Palestinian guide, Hasan, and Ryan Byrne, who has traveled and worked 

here extensively, about the Palestinian/Arab/Israeli/American situation. 

On the way into Petra, I sit on a gentle horse led by an Arab guide—Indiana Jones I am not. Petra 

was settled by the Nabateans, who built the magnificent rock-hewn city from the third century BCE 

to the first century CE. Rome later annexed it. Christianity came in the sixth century, Islam in the 

seventh and later (briefly), the Crusaders. J.L. Burckhardt rediscovered the city in the 19th century, T.E. 

Lawrence and the Arab campaign of World War I camped there, and most recently, the character of 

Indiana Jones rode horseback through the Siq, the narrow gorge that is the entrance to Petra. Along the 

way are rock-hewn tombs and the so-called treasury, which wasn't one at all. 

I climb 850 (maybe more) steps with Ryan, Milton and Steve to reach the great "monastery" (which 

also isn't really one), the monument to Obdoas I, the deified king of the Nabateans. The view is 

breathtaking, worth the treacherous footing. It's good to meet up with Steve McKenzie [Rhodes 

religious studies professor], who's leading a group through this area, and looking not unlike Indiana 

Jones himself. I have so much pink sand in my socks and new running shoes—piles of it end up on the 

floor in our hotel. 

May 25, 2006: Day Eight: Goat-Dancing at the High 
Places 

Another strenuous hike—mostly straight up—to the "high places," or sacrificial altars, of the Nabateans, 

where we are treated to an impromptu "goat dance" (first invented at Banyas), courtesy of Luther and Ryan. 

We drive down through the Wadi Rum, past Bedouin villages and through a spectacular sandstorm 

to the Red Sea at Aqaba and a tense border crossing into Israel. We walk across a desolate no-man's land 

and into Israeli security inspection, where I am pulled aside in order to answer random, repeated and 

seemingly interminable questions. While I had been warned about this before, nothing prepared me for 

the experience, and I am pretty rattled. Then the cash exchange will not change my Jordanian money 

because my 20-dinar note has a small tear in it. We cannot contact Doron's "Happy Bus" and have to 
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Roman siege ramp, Masada 

take three separate taxis into Eilat. 

We eventually arrive in good but wilted shape at the Israeli resort town of Eilat on the Red Sea/ Gulf 
of Aqaba, peopled by hordes of Israeli family vacationers. Tom, Bernie and  I  go for a walk and wet our 
feet  in  the Red Sea. I will sleep tonight, and no one will mind the sand I'm still tracking around. 

May 26, 2006: Day Nine: All the Comforts of Rome 
Back  with  Doron, we first  visit Tamar on  the way to Masada.  It  sits on the spice/southern frontier 

route, first founded by the Iron-Age Israelites, then perhaps reestablished by Solomon and later, the 
Nabateans, Edomites and Romans,  who built a  pretty luxurious bathhouse here for their provincial 
troops. All the comforts of  Rome. 

This area, the Negev desert,  the 

"Wilderness of Zin," and the "Wilderness 

of Paran" is desolate. But the south 

does have its moments: Floodwaters, 

though catastrophic, can be captured by 

aqueducts and cisterns, and the Dead 
Sea provides a harvest of salt and other 

important minerals. The hot springs at 

Ein Gedi, smelling strongly of sulfur, 

are healing. 

We reach Masada  at  midday. We take 
the cable car up, although we could 

have laboriously climbed the winding 

"snake path" by foot. (Two hours for 

experienced climbers.) After hiking at 

Petra, though, we say, "No mas." Masada 
is a vast outcropping of rock where 

Herod the Great made a palace complex 

and fortress in the first century BCE. It 

later became famous during the First 

Jewish War when it fell to the Romans 

after a siege in 73 CE, after Jerusalem 

had already fallen. You can still see the Roman siege ramp. According to the Jewish historian Flavius 

Josephus, who was in the war (on both sides), the defenders of the fortress committed suicide rather than 
surrender. Its discovery in the 1960s by Yigal Yadin electrified the Israelis, who saw  it  as a place where Jews 

fought back even to the death. However, no bodies of suicides have ever been found. 
Qumran also provides another historical/archaeological puzzle: The settlement and scrolls hidden 

in the caves astonished Christian scholars because of the discovery of a messianic Jewish sect that 
led a  kind  of monastic life. Scholars are still debating what kind of people lived here at various times, 

from the second century BCE to the first century CE. Were they Pharisees or priestly refugees from 

Jerusalem? Disgruntled Sadducees who rejected the Hasmonean priests? Essenes? One thing is sure: 

They had an apocalyptic, dualistic view and were most likely also defeated by Rome, in the sense that 

the people who lived here abandoned the site, presumably after hiding the scrolls in the caves at the 
approach of the Romans in the 70s. 

Thoroughly baked, exhausted and sun-shocked, we reach Jerusalem  in  time to see the late afternoon 
sun gleaming off the Dome of the Rock.  Our  hotel is near the Arab Quarter of the old city, sandwiched 

between it and the ultraorthodox Jewish community of Mea Shearim. As we go exploring before dinner, 

I am struck by the Polish Jews walking to  shul  in centuries-old dress and the sound at sundown of the 
loudest shofar on record, followed some minutes later by the Muslim call to prayer. 
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May 27, 2006: Day Ten: "Jerusalem, my happy home • • • 
Jerusalem. Our first stop is at the Western, or Wailing Wall, which was part of the retaining wall for 

the Temple Mount built by Herod the Great to support the plaza/court at the top of Mt. Sion (now 

confusingly called Mt. Moriah). Above were the great courts and the temple itself, still unfinished in 70 

CE when the Romans destroyed it. After the Second Jewish War, Hadrian rebuilt Jerusalem and called 

it Aelia Capitolina. Jews were forbidden access to the wall, as they later were in the days of Byzantine 

Christian Jerusalem, thanks mainly to Constantine and his mother Helena's intolerance of Jews. In the 

time of the Ottoman Muslims, Jews could come here, but until 1967, Arab houses were built near the 

wall. Those houses were leveled to make the Western Wall plaza. 

Bernie and I go to the women's side. I touch the surprisingly cool stone of the wall whose cracks are 

filled with moss and rolled-up petitions for prayer. Unlike the men's side, it is much smaller and quieter. 

Although women daven here too, there are no processions of Torah, no prayer shawls, no dancing or 

singing as we see the men doing on the other side of the partition. Some little girls climb over the 

partition with no problem, but no woman older than 12 attempts it. Real fervor is nonetheless evident 

here, as it had been on our way to the wall, past the Via Dolorosa, where we encountered a Latino 

pilgrim group singing and making the stations of the cross. 

We walk to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in the Christian Quarter. According to Jerome Murphy-

O'Connor's guide, this is very probably the place where Christ died and was buried. The location was 

memorialized very early (41-43 CE). But in 135 CE, when Hadrian rebuilt the city, there was a shrine 

to Aphrodite on that spot. So, when Constantine's mother Helena made her celebrity pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land, this pagan site had to be reclaimed and the temple demolished. The site is now touchily 

shared by the Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Coptic and Armenian churches, which came and still 

come to blows over it. 

After lunch at a Lebanese restaurant, we tour the citadel or "tower of David" and the Museum of the 

History of Jerusalem. It's a very effective orientation to the city's long history, from the Canaanites to the 

Israelites to the first destruction in 586 BCE to the resettlement and rebuilding of the second temple, to the 

destruction by Titus' 10th legion in 70 CE, to the subsequent Roman, Byzantine, Arab, Crusader, Muslim, 

Mameluke, Ottoman, British and later partitioned governments, all of which left traces on earlier sites. 

In the afternoon, a few of us visit St. Anne's, on the supposed site of the pool of Bethesda near the 

Sheep Gate, the place where Jesus healed a paralyzed man (John 5:1-5). There were healing baths here 
in the eighth and third centuries BCE, and Greco-Roman visitors to the temple of Asclepius (or perhaps 

Sarapis) took advantage of the curative powers of the pools. A later Byzantine church was built over the 

temple and at the site of the miracle. There is also here a Crusader church of St. Anne, built over the 

supposed site where the Virgin Mary's parents, Joachim and Anne, lived, and where Mary was born 

(conflict with Nazareth). It's a great example of a 12th-century church that Saladin, conqueror of the 

Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem in 1192, turned into a madrasa, or Muslim theological school. In 1856, the 

Ottomans returned it to the French, who restored it. Nearby is St. Stephen's Gate, where supposedly 

(according to Acts 7) the first Christian martyr died. 

After dinner, we go to trendy Ben Yehuda Street to see the Jewish quarter celebrating the end of 

Shabbat. What a mix this place is! We hear Koreans singing and praising in bad Hebrew, Jewish break-

dancers and—for the first time—Jewish beggars in the streets. 

May 28, 2006: Day Eleven: Jerusalem the Golden 
In the morning, we visit the Haram-esh-Sharif, the holy site of Islam on the site of the former temple 

courts. Most famous here are the Al-Aqsa mosque and the Dome of the Rock, with the smaller Dome 

of the Chain. The Al-Aqsa mosque commemorates the night journey of Muhammad to Jerusalem; 

while the Dome of the Rock celebrates the sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham on Mt. Moriah, sacred also to 

Muslims. We can't enter either one because we aren't Muslims, but we do get a great view of the Mount 

of Olives, and on our way there, after several fits and starts, the Western Wall. 

On the way back, we stop at the "burnt house," a first-century CE excavation found when the Jewish 

Quarter of Jerusalem was being rebuilt after the Six-Day War. The house, apparently two stories, shows traces 

38 	SUMMER 2007 • RHODES 	 rhodes.edu  



Olive tree, Gethsemane 

of burning. Found there were a Roman spear point, a girl's skeletal forearm, utensils and a weight inscribed 

with the words, "Ben Kathros," so we know that it belonged to the Kathros (or Katros) family, mentioned in 

the Talmud as a priestly family living in the upper city before the First Jewish War of 66-70 CE. 

In the afternoon, some of us regroup for a tour of the Mount of Olives, where we visit St. Mary's 

Tomb and the modern 20th-century Church of the Agony (All Nations) in Gethsemane and the 

beautiful and moving Dominus Flevit (Jesus Wept) Church, along with the tombs of the prophets 

Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi and other necropolises. We get a spectacular look at the Temple Mount, 
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with tons of Jewish graves, some Christian and some Muslim. We're also looking at the Kidron Valley 

and at the so-called tomb of Absalom, which is really a Hasmonean tomb. Popular belief holds that 

Jesus will descend in his second coming on the Mount of Olives and enter Jerusalem at the Golden Gate 
(currently blocked by Muslim graves). But if Jesus was present anywhere for me, it was here, with the 

ancient, dusty dive trees. 

May 29, 2006: Day Twelve: Yad Vashem 
A visit to the Rockefeller Museum of Antiquities near the Old City wall. Tight security and no 

photography. 

Very somber visit this afternoon to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Museum. It is impossible to describe 

the impact of the methodical "banality of evil," as Hannah Arendt described it, as you read story after 

story, horror upon horror, and wish there was an end to it as you wind back and forth, back and forth 

across the halls of the museum without letup. 

May 30, 2006: Day Thirteen: Bethlehem and Deheishe 
If Yad Vashem and Masada tell the Israeli side of things, thc towns on the West Bank begin to tell 

the Palestinian side. Although you could actually walk to Bethlehem from Jerusalem, you have to drive 

through "the border," then stop and pick up another bus and guide. Palestinians cannot freely cross to 

Israeli-occupied territory, nor can Israelis travel freely in areas under Palestinian control. A wall—in 

some cases, an electrified fence—divides Israeli from Palestinian areas. 

First we go to Mar Saba (St. Saba's) monastery at the edge of the Judean desert. Only men can enter 

this strict Greek Orthodox place, so Bernie and I have to stand—outside, because the door is locked—at 

the watchtower, also known as the women's tower, with our driver, Hijazi. The view is spectacular, 

punctuated with hermits' caves like those at Qumran. After a very long time, the men emerge, having 

been royally entertained by one of the monks who actually comes from Nashville! 

In Bethlehem we visit the Orthodox Church of the Nativity and the adjoining St. Catherine's. We 

also see the supposed tombs of St. Jerome, translator of the Latin Bible, and his friends Paula and 

Eustochium, who lived as monastics in Bethlehem. 
We stop outside the gates of Deheishe, a Palestinian refugee camp. According to our Palestinian 

guide, Adel, some Palestinians never leave the camps even if they have the chance. The overcrowded 

camp is basically a series of tenements, like a housing project in the U.S. Our Israeli guide, Doron, tells 

us that his son, who is about to enter his three-year mandatory service in the army, had just been to a 

demonstration against the dividing wall. Clearly, a complex situation. 

After a long trip back, we arrive at the Israel Museum where we visit the Shrine of the Book, the part 

of the museum complex that was built to house the Dead Sea Scrolls found at Qumran. 

May 31 2006: Day Fourteen: "Farewell, my friends .. . 
On to Tel Aviv for our flight home. Aboard the plane, there's a lot to sort out—the barriers, 

boundaries and borders everywhere: in the Holy City, among Israelis and Arabs, Muslims, Christians 

and Jews, between evangelical Christians who support Israel and Palestinians who support Hamas; 

the bleak no-man's land between Israel and Jordan; the "wall"; the screen dividing men and women 

worshiping at the Western Wall; the security checkpoints everywhere .... 

And as always, "We walk ...." 

For more visit rhodes.edu/magazine  
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—Alumni News 

From the Alumni Relations Office 
Dear Alumnus/a, 

Greetings from the Alumni Relations Office! 

For the context of this column, I ask that you read the 

following passage taken from remarks made by Dr. Charles 

Diehl on the matter of relocating Southwestern from 

Clarksville to Memphis in 1925: 

"Here was the chance of a lifetime; a chance to set the 
standard of an institution for all time; a chance to go forth 

unhampered by mistakes, architectural and other, and 

to launch an institution which was as nearly ideal for its 

purpose as painstaking investigations and careful thought 

and planning could make it. 

"Realizing that the good is ever the enemy of the best, we 

did not seek merely the good, but the best. There was ever 

before us the idea of excellence. It was our purpose to launch 

here an institution which would command the respect and 

quicken the pride of succeeding generations." 

The same sense of purpose articulated by President Diehl 

characterizes the spirit of Rhodes alumni and parents in 

establishing Rhodes chapters. We now have 13 Rhodes 

alumni chapters, with the first one in Mobile established 
in November 2003 and the most recent in New Orleans in 

February 2007. Additional chapters will be added, utilizing 

Dr. Diehl's admonition that we employ "painstaking 

investigations and careful thought and planning" in the 

process. 
Having an organizational presence in communities with 

Rhodes chapters has transformed how we do things. Alumni 

Relations staff members work closely with leaders of chapters. 

Chapters provide leadership. The Alumni Office provides 

logistical support. The capacity for having greater impact 

through the shared efforts is expanded tremendously. 

We have asked members of Rhodes chapters to help 

advance objectives of the college. More specifically, we ask 

that through the chapters Rhodes community members 1) 

help recruit students 2) support student learning through 

internships and other means 3) support the Rhodes Career 

Network by assisting young alumni in seeking employment 

and 4) support the development efforts of the college. 

The response of our chapters to this call for support 

routinely exceeds our expectations. The cover story of this 

issue features the New York City Chapter's mentoring of 

26 students who learned about opportunities in finance 

and marketing. In March, 11 students and a like number 

of young alumni attended a career panel discussion and 

networking event in Washington, DC, sponsored by the 

local chapter. Nine chapters held spring receptions for 

accepted students and their families. As a result, we know 

that a good number of students will enter Rhodes in the first-

year class this fall who otherwise would not be here. 

Our vision is to add Rhodes chapters. Doing so allows 

alumni loyalty, commitment and affection to be channeled 

into meaningful efforts that advance the college toward 

continued excellence. We find ourselves believing with the 

addition of each new chapter that "Here was the chance of a 

lifetime ...." 

Bud Richey 

Thank you for all that you are doing to help Rhodes 

College flourish. Continue your part in helping Rhodes seek 

the best. 

See you at Homecoming on October 19 and 20. 

Best regards, 

Bud Richey 

Associate Vice President and 

Director of Alumni Relations 

P.S. Learn more about chapters, Homecoming/Reunion 

Weekend and the online community by visiting rhodes.edu  

and clicking on the Alumni tab. 
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Rhodes International 

Alumni Association 

President 

Jim Eikner '57 

Memphis 

1933 
Memphian RUSSell 

Perry reports that he and 
some 30 other alums live at 
Trezevant Manor Retirement 
Community and enjoy 
one another to the fullest. 
President Troutt has spoken 
at weekly chapel services 
there, and every year the 
Trezevant Lynxcats celebrate 
Homecoming in their own 
party room. 

1952 
55th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20 
Reporter: Sara Jane Bryant 
Greenlee 
355 Bluff Ridge Cove 
Cordova, TN 38018 

After 30 years, Ann 
Rollow Ross has retired as 
bookstore manager at Austin 
Peay State University. She 
serves as senior warden of 
Trinity Episcopal Church of 
Clarksville, TN, and received 
the Chancellor's Award for 
Philanthropy (Tennessee 
Board of Regents). She has 
made two mission trips to 
Honduras for Trinity Church. 

Gloria Batson Galtney 
writes, "Since 1973, I have 
lived in Houston. I have 11 
grandchildren; the oldest is 
a second-year law student, 
and the youngest is two years 
old. I transferred to Ole 
Miss after my freshman year, 
but I still have many fond 
memories of 'Southwestern.' 
I've been to quite a few 
Rhodes events in Houston." 

Reporter: Allen Cooke 

2124 Carpenters Grade Rd. 

Maryville, TN 37803 
Since retiring from Rhodes 

in 2000, Marjorie Murphy 

Stoner enjoys volunteering 
at Target House and West 
Clinic. 

1956 
John Elder Mays and wife 

Nancy Clements Mays '57 live 
in a retirement area on Lake 
Nottely in Blairsville, GA. 
Nancy writes, "We are active 
in Mountain Presbyterian 
Church and the community. 
Enjoy going to see our 
children and grandchildren, 
traveling and playing bridge." 

Franny Van Cleave 
Killpatrick was recently 
featured in the Alexandria, 
VA, Old Town Crier, where 
she wrote the Personality 
Profile column "sporadically" 
throughout the past 15 years. 

1957 
50th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19 -20 

In October 2006, Mary 
Frances Files Silitch received 
the National Business 
Aviation Association's top 
journalism award in Orlando, 
FL. 

Jane Crutcher Williamson 
retired from Marion High 
School after 35 years of 
teaching French. She writes, 

"Since then, I flew to Hawaii 
with my youngest son and 
his family in January 2006 
and took a cruise to Alaska 
on the Coral Princess in May 
2006. I also took an annual 
trip to Branson, MO, for 
shopping and the Christmas 
shows. I go to the Bible 
Fellowship Study every week 

at First Presbyterian Church, 
West Memphis." 

Eric Mount and wife Truly 

Brown Mount '59 recently 
returned from 2 1/2 weeks in 
southwest France and Paris, 
their 17th trip to France. 
Eric and Truly have 10 
grandchildren (five girls and 
five boys). Truly is a recently-
retired French professor. 

Jim Winslow has retired 
from orthopedic practice 
after 40 years and is now a 
graduate student in medical 
management in the Heinz 
School at Carnegie Mellon. 
He still loves fly-fishing, 
gardening and woodworking. 

Living in Tallahassee, 
FL, Ralph Turner continues 
his historical research and 
writing. Since retirement, 
he has completed one book: 
Magna Carta through the Ages 
(Parson UK, 2003). He has a 
contract with Yale University 
for another, a biography of 
Eleanor of Aquitaine. Ralph 
collects art, mainly works 
by local artists, and travels 
to Europe once or twice 
annually. 

Don Parker is still active as 
a senior executive leadership 
coach and is enjoying his 
grandson (3 1/2) who already 
has both U.S. and French 
passports. Don recently 
returned from a month on 
the island of Rhodes in the 
Aegean. His daughter and 
family live in New York City. 

Richard Teaford serves as 
moderator of the Presbytery 
of Mid-Kentucky and chair 
of the Presbytery Council. 

Jerry Wittmann Weise says 
she is "slowing a bit due to 
arthritis, but still gardening, 
fishing, crabbing, playing 
bridge with a group of retired 
teachers and singing in the St. 
Andrew's Episcopal Church 
choir." She is also head of  

the church flower guild, 
garden club president and an 
accredited flower show judge 
with the National Garden 
Clubs Inc. A volunteer at 
Rose Hospital, she is also 
active in Alpha Delta Kappa 
locally and statewide, and 
enjoys traveling the U.S., 
visiting with family and 
friends. 

For their 50th wedding 
anniversary, Wayland '56 and 
Genevieve Reeves Carlisle 

celebrated with a party and 
dance—band included—
with 300 family members 
and friends. 

Jane Campbell Hosay is 
retired from Norfolk Public 
Schools after 34 years. She is 
chairman of the Historical 
Committee of Freemason 
Street Baptist Church. 

Robert McClelland 
welcomed his fourth 
grandchild, Milo Alexander 
McClelland, Jan. 8, 2007. He 
takes care of two grandsons, 
Hunter and Joshua Pritzlaff, 
twice a week and is a supply 
preacher when invited (31 
Sundays in 2006). He's also 
planning a cruise to Norway 
in July with Garrison Keillor. 

1958 
Reporter: Lorraine Rayburn 
Abernathy 
30 Willway Ave. 
Richmond, VA 23226 
804-353-4202 
labernathy04@comcast.net  

John Dunlap, attorney with 
Farris Matthews Branan 
Bobango Hellen & Dunlap 
in Memphis, was selected as 
a Mid-South Super Lawyer 
in the category of bankruptcy 
and creditor/debtor rights. 

Meg Caldwell Buford 
McCarty remarried in 
December. She writes, "I 
married an old friend from 

Class Notes 

By Rachel L. Stinson '08  1953  
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Jackson, MS, G.A. (Mac) 
McCarty, who I went to 
junior high and high school 
with. We met again at our 
50th high-school reunion 
several years ago. Mac is a 
retired prosthodontist at the 
VA in Johnson City, TN. He 
learned to fly recently and is 
building his own plane. We 
have built a farmhouse at 
Hensley Air Park in Chuckey, 
TN—homes with hangars 
and a paved air strip. We 
are thoroughly enjoying 
retirement and living in the 
foothills of the Appalachian 
Mountains." 

Kathryn Dean (Deano) 

Thompson Bibb says she 
gets up every morning and 
heads for the high school in 
Hollandale, MS, where she 
teaches English and Spanish. 

Mike and Jane Ivy were 
planning a trip to Angel Fire, 
NM, and Pagosa Springs, 
CO, in May for a couple 
of weeks. He says he's "still 
alive and kicking, but not 
kicking too high since I now 
have been told that a knee 
replacement may be in my 
future. 13 

News from Jane Barr 
Stump-Green in Arizona: 

"I'm working on a new book, 
Show Low Dreams, which 
is my eighth book and the 
most fascinating and the 
most fun! The town where I 
built my cabin is called Show 
Low, the name derived from 
a card game called "7 Up" in 
1876. The town is near Fort 
Apache, and the Indian Wars 
are a great part of the town's 
history, with Geronimo 
escaping from the reservation 
frequently, followed by 
numerous Mexican and 
American troops, getting 
caught and escaping again. It 
was also settled by Mormons." 

Kip and Louis Zbinden left 
April 29 for 2 1/2 months in 

Zambia, their fourth year 
to be at the seminary in 
Lusaka. This year Kip will 
be a lecturer in remedial 
English (and figures she'll 
leave her class with a trace of 
a Southern drawl). Lou will 
teach several classes during 
their stay. Before taking off, 
they met with a special group 
of Union Seminary friends, 
including Hervey and Sam 

Martin '59 and Ed Stock '59. 
Had word from Nan 

Shaeffer Graham in 

Wilmington. Nan was 
invited to be one of the 
speakers at Our State 
Magazine's special weekend 
at the Grove Park Inn in 
Asheville, NC. She reports, 
"Over 1,100 people (the 
biggest and best audience I 
ever spoke to!) attended. It 
was fabulous—wonderful 
people, food, and the spa is 
to die for—living la dolce 
vita in the mountains, at least 
for a few days!" She will soon 
return for her sixth summer 
as writer-in-residence at the 
University of West Alabama 
in Livingston. While there, 
she'll do some research, 
teaching and speaking, and 
she hopes some writing on 
a new novel. In October 
she'll speak at the Mississippi 
University for Women's 
Eudora Welty Symposium. 

We're grateful to 
classmates for sharing their 
lives with us. Hope more 
of you will drop us a line 
from time to time to keep us 
informed. 

1959 
Reporter: Sara Jean 
(Shiney) Jackson 
sjj1022@earthlink.net  

Many of the class of '59 are 
celebrating 70th birthdays 
this year and are enjoying 
family, travel, hobbies as the 

following reports indicate. 
Truly Brown and Eric Mount 

'57 report on a fun trip to 
Memphis that included a 
visit with Diane and Walker 
Weliford and Beth and David 
Simpson '58 as well as a 
tour of the Rhodes campus 
and the "amazing" library. 
They've also been to a Mayan 
village in the Yucatan as part 
of a water purification project, 
spent a wonderful time in 
France and Spain, and had 
a reunion in California 
with Mayo Fong Go and her 
husband, Alex. Truly and 
Eric live in Danville, KY, 
have four children and 10 
grandchildren. 

Bates Peacock Toone's 
updates on her watercolor 
painting are always 
appreciated. Bates and her 
photographer son, Edwin, 
will be featured in June at 
a local gallery. The show, 

"Double Vision," will present 
12 of his photographs in 
coordination with 12 of her 
paintings. Sounds just like 
Bates to be so creative! 

On Sunday, April 1, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Raleigh, NC, honored Ed 
Stock with the designation 
of Pastor Emeritus. Sincere 
congratulations, Ed, to you 
and Martha Dale. 

Nancy Wooddell. and Bill 
Warlick are again in Africa 
on church mission work 
and taking the opportunity 
to visit their daughter and 
son-in-law, Elizabeth and 
Dan Turk, missionaries 
in Madagascar, and their 
children. 

I think that one of our 
busiest classmates is Barbara 
Bondurant Pelot. She is now 
serving her second term on 
the Knoxville City Council 
and was named Knoxville's 

"First Lady" last spring. She 
also continues as office 

manager for her husband's 
dental practice. Barbara and 

"Nib" have 14 grandchildren. 
One more activity that must 
be mentioned: For the last 
eight years the Pelots have 
operated a no-fee dental 
clinic in the inner city. 

And, it's nice to hear from 
Princess Hughes Van Hooser: 

She has traveled, too—with 
her daughter to Germany 
and with her cousin and 
a group from Centenary 
College to RUSSia. 

Princess didn't write this for 
publication, but I will share 
that she has two daughters 
and two wonderful, smart 
and adorable granddaughters. 

It also must be reported 
that a press release from 
Montreat Conference Center 
received as I prepare this 
news column announces 
the gift from Sissy Rasberry 

Jones creating the Ella 
Redhead Robinson (Sissy's 
grandmother) Endowment 
for Environmental 
Stewardship. Many of 
us hikers and outdoor 
photographers and 
birders and general 
environmentalists can 
appreciate this gesture 
and salute Sissy's effort at 
protecting the wilderness 
area at Montreat. 

In June 2006, Jane 
Barker Konitz was honored 
as Volunteer of the Year by 
United Way of Dutchess 
County, NY, for her work 
with Rural and Migrant 
Ministry, an ecumenical 
ministry she helped found 
25 years ago. She was also 
honored by Christian 
Educators of the Reformed 
Church in America with the 
Life Achievement Award 
for her work in Christian 
education at the 2007 
Association of Presbyterian 
Church Educators' meeting 
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—  Class Notes 
in Philadelphia. 

In closing this report, I 
reflect on so many of the 
good memories this 70th 
year brings to me and 
certainly those included in 
the relatively short time-span 
of 1955-59. I am enjoying 
your news items. I am "proud 
to know you!" 

1960 
Reporter: Kim Baxter 
Henley 
kbaxhen@comcast.net  
427 Colonial Rd. 
Memphis, TN 38117 
901-761-1443 

Susanne Files, who took 
her maiden name back 
last year, has been elected 
national registrar for the 
Descendants of the Lords 
of Maryland Manors. She 
traces her lineage to Thomas 
Allanson, Lord of the 
Christian Temple Manor in 
Charles County, MD, now 
known as Smallwood State 
Park. Susanne reports, "In 
addition to my almost-eight-
year-old granddaughter, I 
now have a nine-month-old 
grandson." 

1961   
Reporter: Sam Drash 
4541 Solomon Seal Tr. 
Chattanooga, TN 37415 
423-875-3580 
sldrash@comcast.net  

Along with a colleague, 
Nelle Nuckolls Kottman, a 
member of the Department 
of World Languages and 
Cultures at Iowa State 
University, has received a 
$130,000 grant from the 
National Endowment for 
the Humanities to conduct 
a summer institute for 
American secondary school 
teachers in Lyon, France. 
For nearly 15 years, Nelle  

directed a summer program 
for undergraduate students 
from the three Regents' 
universities in Iowa. The 
prestigious grant, awarded 
to only 15-20, will give 30 
secondary school teachers 
from throughout the United 
States the opportunity to 
live and study in Lyon for 
three weeks. The goals of 
the program are to develop 
an appreciation of Lyon's 
history, rich cultural 
heritage, current way of life 
and role in France today, as 
well as offer the teachers 
an opportunity to improve 
their French language skills. 
The teachers will live with 
French host families, attend 
lectures and participate in 
seminars. There will also 
be tours in and around the 
city and to the Beaujolais 
wine region, as well as a 
weekend in Provence and 
along the Mediterranean 
Sea. Congratulations to 
Nelle for receiving such an 
outstanding grant! 

Bill Landers and his wife, 
Roberta, both retired from 
their teaching positions last 
November. Bill retired from 
the Memphis City Schools 
after 33 years in public 
education, and Roberta 
retired from St. Luke's 
United Methodist Day 
School. Other excitement for 
Bill and Roberta included 
attending the Outback 
Bowl in Tampa over the 
New Year's holiday and 
the Orange-White game in 
Knoxville on March 31. 

In April, Sam Drash 

completed his book dealing 
with American towns with 
unique names. He has 
turned it over to a publisher 
and expects that it will be 
on the market by July. If you 
would like to learn more 
about the book, Sam's Web  

site is uniquetowns.com . 
The book is divided into 
eight sections of the country. 
There is information dealing 
with about 280 towns in 
the book, including how 
and when the towns were 
settled, why their names were 
chosen and historical and 
current information about 
the towns. The title of the 
book is Reaching Paradise 
through Intercourse: American 
Towns with Unique Names. 
Paradise, PA, is three miles 
from Intercourse, PA. The 
best way to reach Paradise is 
through Intercourse! 

Emma and Jack Thompson 
went on their eighth 
and sixth mission trips, 
respectively, to Ukraine April 
10 -21. Mary Sue McGee Curtis 

'56 was also on the trip with 
them. The women attended 
two women's conferences 
in Kiev and L'viv, while the 
men went to two leadership 
development meetings. Since 
1976, Jack has been on 
mission trips to 22 different 
nations. Since 1983, Emma 
has been on mission trips to 
12 different nations. I want 
to quote from a letter that 
Emma and Jack sent to me. 
It reads, "We learned much 
about the history of Ukraine 
and Warsaw as we journeyed 
home through Poland. These 
two countries suffered much 
during World War II; every 
family was touched by that 
terrible war, and their stories 
are heartrending." 

1962   
45th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20 

Jack Herbert retired 
from the Louisiana State 
University Health Sciences 
Center (biochemistry and 
molecular biology) in 2005. 
He still lectures to medical, 

graduate and dental students 
as a volunteer. 

Margaret Welsh Curlovic 

lives in Sumter, SC, with 
husband Don. She is an elder 
at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Sumter and has 
two grandchildren. 

Mary Worth Robertson 

writes, 1 love retirement! It 
has given me time to visit the 

`perfect grandchild' (my only 
one) in Seattle. We have been 
able to travel a lot and just 
returned from a cruise from 
Seattle to Ft. Lauderdale 
through the Panama Canal. 
When I'm not traveling, I 
build furniture for my house 
and kids." 

Mary Susan Templeton 

retired after 35+ years as 
professor in the physical 
therapy department, School 
of Allied Health Sciences, 
East Carolina University 
and is the recipient of the 
North Carolina Outstanding 
Physical Therapy Award. 
She is currently involved in 
Literacy Volunteers, working 
with four students who are 
learning to read, and she is 
also active in bridge clubs 
and garden club travels. 

"Political junkie" Pete 
Cornish enjoys golfing and 
spending time with his 
two daughters and two 
grandchildren. He travels to 
New York City three to four 
times a year. 

After more than 16 
years at St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital, Barbara 
Bell Lawrence is enjoying 
retirement with family, photo 
projects and travel. 

1963   
Mary Rinehart Cathcart 

notes, "I am chair of the New 
England Board of Higher 
Education, a compact made 
of educators, legislators and 
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businesspeople from the six 
New England states. On 
March 9, I had the honor 
of presenting the New 
England Higher Education 
Excellence Awards at 
the annual dinner at the 
Fairmont Copley Plaza 
Hotel in Boston. I sang 
with the Rhodes alumni 
choir in Carnegie Hall last 
Thanksgiving, and it was 
one of the great thrills of my 
life!" 

1965 
Reporter: Virginia Lowry 
Ives 
20109 Scott 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517 
919-967-9101 
virginiaives65@bellsouth. 
net  

A sincere "thank you" to 
Teri Tidwell Hornberger for 
being our wonderful Rhodes 
reporter for the past seven 
years. Teri and husband, 
Jim, sold their home in 
Watertown, SD, just after 
Christmas to move closer to 
family near Lewiston, ID, 
and Clarkston, WA. They 
will live in their RV for 
several months until they 
find a house. 

Tom Durff and wife, Judy 
Simono '66, moved about a 
year ago to Walnut Creek, 
CA, when she was called to 
be senior associate pastor 
of the Lafayette Orinda 
Presbyterian Church 
(after 11 years with her 
first congregation in their 
longtime home community 
in southern California). 
They recently bought and 
are renovating their ultimate 
retirement home on the 
Monterey Peninsula. 

Pat Thomason Hargrave's 

new grandson, Luke, arrived 
July 15, 2006, to son John, 
wife Jade and proud brother 

Isaac. Pat still teaches music 
part time at Prince of Peace 
Catholic School. John works 
at Michelin in Greenville, 
SC. 

Carl Fisher is still a 
practicing OB/GYN in 
Charlotte, NC, but plans to 
retire in 2008. He and wife, 
Lois, spend any extra time at 
their South Carolina beach 
home. Both sons graduated 
from Rhodes; one stayed 
in Memphis and works for 
Wright Medical. Their older 
son is finishing a nephrology 
fellowship and will return to 
practice in Charlotte in July. 
Each son has given them two 
beautiful granddaughters 
with whom they love to 
visit and babysit when their 
parents are out of town. 

Dinetia McCormick 
Newman, attorney with 
Phelps Dunbar, Tupelo, 
MS, and John McQuiston, 
Evans & Petree, Memphis 
were selected as Mid-South 
Super Lawyers; Dinetia in 
the health care category, and 
John, business litigation. 
John was also selected one of 
the top 100 Tennessee Super 
Lawyers. 

Harvey Goldner recently 
published several poems on 

"Rio Grande Online" from 
the University of Texas at El 
Paso. 

Virginia Lowry Ives says, 
"As the new class of '65 
reporter, I look forward to 
sharing our classmates' news. 
During my 41 rewarding 
years as an international 
flight attendant (Pan Am 
and Delta), I've logged 
more than 21 million air 
miles. I still commute to 
JFK Airport to fly two or 
three trips a month around 
the world as a flight leader. 
My lawyer husband, Bill, 
has three children (all in 
the Chicago area) who have 

given us eight wonderful 
grandchildren (ages 9-18). 
Our love of travel has 
taken us to more than 220 
countries, and we return 
to Burma (Myanmar) in 
November for our fourth 
visit. We have lived in 
Chapel Hill, NC, since 
1995." 

1966 
Reporter: Sammy Primm 
Marshall 
samamarshall@comcast. 
net  

Bill Allen, with the Allen 
Law Firm, Little Rock, AR, 
and John Farese, Farese 
Farese & Farese, Ashland, 
MS, were selected as Mid-
South Super Lawyers; Bill 
in the business litigation 
category, and John, personal 
injury plaintiff: general. 
Bill was also selected one of 
the top 50 Arkansas Super 
Lawyers. 

Ferret Island, Dick 

Jennings' seventh novel 
for Houghton Mifflin, was 
released in May. Aimed at 
middle-schoolers, it is set in 
and around Memphis, with 
much of the action taking 
place on a sandbar in the 
middle of the Mississippi 
River. 

1967  
40th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20 
Reporter: Jeanne Hope 
Jacobs Buckner 
9903 Woodlake Cove 
Austin, TX 78733 
jhbuckner@aol.com  

K.E. Field Boyd came 

to Austin in May, and she 
and I got to spend some 
time together. I'm always 
delighted to reconnect 
with her because she was 
important in my life years 

ago and we can pick back 
up where we left off. K.E. is 
on the committee working 
on the reunion this October. 
Please put the weekend of 
Oct. 19-20 on your calendar 
and get yourself to Memphis. 
This is NUMBER 40! The 
committee is coming up 
with some fun ideas, so let's 
get as many as possible there. 
I am challenging people 
to come from farther away 
than I, which will be from 
the coast of Maine! 

I found George Abraham, 
and this is what he says: "I 
still live in Manhattan, 
where I am a management 
consultant. I started doing 
this after I left Fred's 
corporate office in 1987. I 
see Paul Baddour and his 
wife, Jane, at least three 
times a year when they 
visit N.Y.C. I went to work 
for him at Fred's when 
he was the president. " 

George's daughter is a nurse 
practitioner, and he has 
two granddaughters. He is 
finishing a book on business 
values and says he is very 
happy with his life. He 
writes that his best teacher 
at Rhodes would have to 
be Phyllis Tickle, to whom 
he owes a huge debt of 
gratitude. 

Kris Pruitt has had a lot 
happen in her life since our 
last reunion in 2002. She 
married Charley Durham 
and retired as dean of the 
School of Arts at Christian 
Brothers University in 
June '06: "I packed up my 
belongings and moved to 
Murfreesboro, TN, where 
Charley had retired from 
Middle Tennessee State 
University several years 
before. We still work on 
Milton projects. For one 
thing, we co-direct the 
biennial Conference on John 
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Milton in Murfreesboro, 
scheduled for the week after 
Homecoming this October. 
Our seventh collection 
of essays on Milton is in 
press, and we recently sent 
off the eighth for editorial 
review. Our book, Milton's 
Legacy, received the Irene 
Samuel Award from the 
Milton Society of America 
for the most distinguished 
collection on John Milton 
published in 2005. And as 
president-elect of the society, 
I will serve in 2008, the 
60th birthday of the group 
and the 400th anniversary of 
Milton's birth. Charley and 
I spent three weeks in Italy 
last fall, and daughter Carrie 
joined us for a wonderful 
week in Rome. Son Andrew 
married last April." 

Ketti McDonald Tyree (.nt 
another of her humorous 
Christmas letters. She 
wrote, "It's been another 
wonderful year. I am now 
the proud grandmother of 
another little girl, born Oct. 
9, 2006. Kate Elise is doing 
well. Her big sister, Brynn 
(3 1/2), takes good care of her. 
Brynn and I were sitting on 
the floor listening to 'Jack 
and the Beanstalk' on her 
CD player. She handed me 
a book and asked that I read 
to her. I told her we were 
listening to the story—how 
could I read to her, too? She 
said, 'Hello,'—then grabbed 
her ears and tugged-1 have 
two ears.'" Ketti managed 
two conventions in 2006, 
one in Myrtle Beach and the 
other in San Diego. 

Don Hollingsworth 
writes that he will retire as 
executive director of the 
Arkansas Bar Association 
in July 2007. He is looking 
forward to pursuing a 
variety of projects and 
hobbies and will continue to 

be involved in community 
endeavors. He plans to 
attend our 40th reunion in 
October. 

Charlotte Lebo Ray, 
Martha Dee Lynch White 
and their husbands spent a 
fun-filled and relaxing week 
together in Hilton Head, 
SC, in the spring. Because 
Martha Dee, Keith White 
and Jim Ray went to high 
school together and Martha 
Dee introduced Charlotte 
and Jim to each other, this 
friendship is a very special 
and long-standing one. 
Martha Dee is the assistant 
program director for Meals 
on Wheels in Alexander 
City, AL. Charlotte lives in 
Simsbury, CT, and works as 
a freelance copy editor for 
medical journals. 

Anne Thacker Leuke 
(Charlie) checked in at 
Christmas. She continues 
to travel and do interesting 
things: "In October, I went 
to NY to visit my sister and 
niece and to hear Barbra 
Streisand in concert! I've just 
returned from spending two 
weeks in Costa Rica with 
an Elderhostel group. This 
was an active trip." Charlie 
continues to play with a 
classical guitar ensemble and 
work at a local greenhouse. 

James RUSSell was 
reelected to a full eight-year 
term as Shelby County (TN) 
circuit judge. He also serves 
as vice chancellor for the 
Episcopal diocese of West 
Tennessee, and since 1988, 
as deputy to the General 
Convention of the Episcopal 
Church. 

Ed Yarbrough, attorney 
with the Nashville firm of 
Hollins Wagster Yarbrough 
Weatherly & Raybin, was 
selected as a Mid-South 
Super Lawyer in the 
criminal defense category. 

After teaching in the 
community college systems 
of Kentucky (three years) 
and Tennessee (32 years), 
Ed Atkinson retired in May 
2005. 

Associated Press 
photojournalist Jim 
McKnight, who has shot 
photos of Hillary Clinton, 
President George W. Bush, 
prison riots and Olympic 
Games, has decided to retire 
after 36 years with AP. He 
plans to relax, continue 
taking pictures, take golf 
lessons with his wife and 
walk through his 100-acre 
property—something time 
hasn't permitted him to do 
in 10 years. 

Rose Gladney reports, "I 
live on Amelia Island, FL, 
with my partner of 22 
years, Marcia Winter, and 
two mini-dachshunds, 
Maggie and Presley. We 
have a daughter and two 
grandchildren in North 
Carolina and a daughter 
and four grandchildren in 
Miami. I sing in the Amelia 
Island Chamber Singers, 
the Songspinners and the 
Providence Community 
Church Choir." 

1968  	 

Reporters: Bob Morris 
bmorris68@comcast.net  
Drue Thom White 
drueboo@aol.com  

Drue Thom White reports, 
"Recently, my husband and 
I passed through Jackson, 
MS, and stopped for a quick 
visit with Noni Harvin and 
Bill Buchanan '67. Noni 
said she and Bill are both 
still working because their 
hobbies are too expensive 
to quit! Noni has worked 
for the last four years 
for the Madison County 
School System, where she 

teaches autistic children in 
an elementary school. Bill 
is academic dean at the 
dental school. They both 
love salt-water fishing and 
recently bought a little 
townhouse in Diamondhead, 
MS, so they can get to the 
coast more often. Noni 
said she caught a 21-pound 
red snapper that filled the 
whole bottom of the ice 
chest! They also do a lot of 
work at their Presbyterian 
church. Whenever they 
are in town, Noni enjoys 
gardening, while Bill is into 
woodworking. 

John Tisdale, an attorney 
with Wright Lindsey & 
Jennings, Little Rock, was 
selected as a Mid-South 
Super Lawyer in the tax 
category. 

Lee Giles has been named 
a fellow of the Association 
for Computing Machinery. 
Lee is the David Reese 
Professor of Information 
Sciences and Technology at 
the Penn State College of 
Information Sciences and 
Technology. 

Jon Robertson was 
named president of the 
American Association of 
Neurological Surgeons at 
the AANS annual meeting in 
Washington, DC, in April. 

The winter 2006-07 
issue of Tennessee Historical 
Quarterly magazine featured 
a cover story by Jim 
Williamson about one of 
his ancestors titled "With 
Unshaken Firmness: Colonel 
Thomas Williamson." 
Among the first pioneers to 
settle in Tennessee, Thomas 
Williamson (1767-1825) 
served with Andrew Jackson 
in the Indian Wars and 
the War of 1812 and was 
repeatedly elected to the 
Tennessee General Assembly, 
representing Davidson and 
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Shelby counties. 
After earning a graduate 

banking degree at Stonier/ 
Rutgers University, Mackie 
Gober joined NBC bank, 
Memphis, as a management 
trainee in 1971. He retired 
in 2001 after a 30-year 
career, during which he 
served as both executive vice 
president and president of 
NBC. Mackie and his wife, 
Jane Campbell '69, have two 
children. Their daughter, 
Peria Gober, recently 
opened Peria Inc., a shoe 
and accessories boutique, 
in Memphis. Their son, M. 
Howard Gober Jr., serves 
as vice president at First 
Tennessee Bank. After 
retiring from NBC, Mackie 
and two friends formed 
SEACAP Financial Inc. 

1969 
Jack Lassiter, with the 

Hatfield & Lassiter law firm 
in Little Rock, was selected 
as a Mid-South Super 
Lawyer in the category of 
criminal defense. 

1970 
Reporter: Hud Andrews 
hudphoto@aol.com  

Anne Hord Calhoun 

recently accepted the 2007 
Lectureship Award from 
the National Headache 
Foundation. This summer, 
she will present her latest 
research at the International 
Headache Congress in 
Stockholm. Anne's younger 
daughter, Ashley Trobaugh, 
enters Rhodes as a first-year 
this Fall. 

Beth Marr Lee and her 
husband "live in upstate 
South Carolina (versus 
Charleston) and enjoy 
retirement through our 
involvement with a variety 

of organizations, mostly 
musical. I'm still a pretty 
active pianist, and we host 
concerts and community 
meetings in our historic 
home, less than a mile 
from downtown Greenville. 
We have one son who is 
at Clemson University 
majoring in parks, recreation 
and tourism. I served as 
the Rhodes rep at our local 
college fair here for 10 years." 

Tim and Elaine VanAuken 

Atkinson '72 are in Dallas. 
Tim "went to B-school in 
finance after getting a degree 
in physics at Rhodes. I am 
a partner in a group that 
buys, repairs/enhances and 
then sells small and medium-
sized businesses. I have been 
doing this for 15 years since 
leaving the oil patch. We 
have four children, one a 
Rhodes grad (Victoria '97) 
and one there now ( Douglas. 
who will be a senior this 
fall). Our first grandchild 
came last summer. She is 
the delight of our lives. We 
keep up with Joe and Marty 
Pedigo, but not as well as we 
should." 

Gay House Welch has 
four children (28, 25, 24 
and 18): "My partner and 
I have been helping raise 
my now-five-year-old 
granddaughter, which keeps 
us busy, if not young. I am 
the director of religious life 
(a.k.a. university chaplain) 
at Vanderbilt, where I have 
been for many years. I also 
teach in the area of women's 
and gender studies and work 
with a group of faculty and 
students on ecological issues. If 

Rhodes suitemates 
Deborah Sale, Lynn McEntire 

Vogt, Susan Ogden and 

Judith Morrow Sanders '71 

attended the class reunion 
in 2005. Says Deborah, 

"We stayed at The Peabody, 

attended Daisy Craddock's 

'71 gallery opening, sang 
with Ann Sayle Anthony '73, 

had dinner with Daisy, Carol 

Deforest '71 and Margaret 

Chancey '71, toured the Civil 
Rights Museum and had 
a wonderful time together. 
The students who lived in 
our suite allowed us to see 
our old room. Much had 
changed on the campus, but 
little had changed about our 
suite." 

According to Marge 
Sorrels, she is "still off-the-
wall. I have actually worked 
for the same company for 17 
years, which is the longest 
I have ever done anything. 
I am an account executive 
for Zebra Marketing in 
Memphis, which is a nice 
way to say that I am in sales. 
I sell all those Post-Its, pens, 
T-shirts, caps and anything 
else that can be logoed to 
various companies. I think 
the greatest irony of my job 
is I sell stuff for the purpose 
of being given away." 

From Joyce McConnell 

Underwood: "Dr. Charles 

Warren influenced me to 
become a microbiologist. I 
teach microbiology and 
general biology labs at 
Asbury College, as well as 
supervise lab assistants in 
prepping labs. My husband, 
Dale '69, and I have two 
grown children, who, along 
with their spouses, have 
given us five grandchildren. 
Dale and I belong to 
Gideons International and 
are on the music team in our 
local church—Dale plays 
bass fiddle and I play flute—
also in choir and handbells." 

Wally Mayton says, 
"Unbelievably, I have been 
able to recruit several 
students from Michigan to 
attend Rhodes. They have 
loved it. Our three older 

daughters have graduated 
from Queens, Presbyterian 
College and Centre. Our 
two youngest are currently 
at Presbyterian College, and 
we are blessed with two 
wonderful granddaughters. 
Lindsay and I have been 
in Midland, MI, for 18 
years, where I am pastor of 
the Memorial Presbyterian 
Church." 

Ron and Lillian Aivazian 
Eades '71 live in Louisville, 
KY, where Ron teaches 
at the Law School at the 
University of Louisville: 

"I was on sabbatical last 
semester and spent most of 
the time in Charleston, SC. 
Our daughter, Emily (27), 
and her husband, Brian 
Johnson, live in Charleston. 
Our son, Matthew (31), lives 
in Columbia, S.C. We'll 
probably move to Charleston 
when I retire in a year or so." 

Michael Storey writes, 

"I've been with the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette for 30 
years come July. Over the 
years I've been the assistant 
sports editor; associate 
editor for layout and 
design; art and graphics 
editor; and, since 1994, 
the paper's TV writer. For 
the TV job, I get to go to 
Hollywood every July for 
three weeks. My wife, Celia, 
and I recently celebrated 
our 26th anniversary. She's 
now the paper's ActiveStyle 
editor. Our son, Ben, who 
is teaching and studying 
in the graduate writing 
program at the University of 
Kansas, married his college 
sweetheart last summer." 

Ann Barber Snyder lives 
in Knoxville, TN, where she 

"teaches music to inner-city 
children at an elementary 
school. I've become an avid 
bicyclist, working my way 
up to a Metric Century this 
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summer (that's 62 miles). 
I have five stepchildren 
scattered all over the 
U.S.—one lives two miles 
away, while the rest are in 
California (that one started 
a company that writes 
games for Sony), DC area, 
Michigan and Ohio." 

Pat Simpson Terry says, 
"In May 2002, after 32 
years with the Memphis 
City Schools, I took a 
position as an education 
programs consultant with 
the California Department 
of Education. I live in 
Sacramento. I miss the 
South sometimes, but 
Sacramento reminds me of 
Memphis—it's green, flat 
and a river town." 

Bill Lyons is on leave from 
his position of professor 
of political science at the 
University of Tennessee, 
serving as director of policy 
development for the city 
of Knoxville. He writes, "I 
regularly see Linda Henson 

Fulk, who lives in Nashville, 
and lately, Suzanne 
Chadwick Rountree and I 
have developed a nice e-mail 
correspondence. We both 
were at the reunion last fall 
where my dad's picture was 
unveiled and will hang in 
the dining hall. He was a 
longtime chemistry professor 
at Rhodes. The world is 
not only "fiat" but in many 
ways also small. One day 
after a meeting I struck up 
a conversation with Ray 
Snyder, who also works for 
the city of Knoxville, and 
out of the blue he mentioned 
that he was married to Ann 

Barber. My children both 
graduated from Rhodes, 
and I do get to Memphis 
occasionally to see my mom, 
brother and son, who is an 
attorney there. " 

Linda Henson Fulk says 

she "came to Nashville to 
graduate school in English 
lit, received a M.A., taught 
there on a fellowship for a 
few years, then edited books 
for the Board of Discipleship 
(United Methodist), was a 
writer (speeches, brochures, 
etc.) for Vanderbilt 
Development, and had an 
18-year career at Norte! 
Networks, where I published 
its global customer magazine, 
was a spokesperson to the 
media and managed the 
internal newspaper and 
publicity for several product 
divisions. I've been married 
to Richard Fulk for 30 
years and have three grown 
stepdaughters in their 30s 
and five grandchildren (18 
months to 11years). I retired 
a few years ago and we love 
to travel to the great cities 
and national parks of the 
U.S. and have had done a 
fair amount of international 
travel, some through work. 
We both do some volunteer 
work at our church and on 
our neigHBOrhood board." 

Randy Sunday writes, "I 
have stayed in touch 
with a couple of friends 
from freshman year, Bill 

Yarbrough and Corinne 

Beard, and still talk to 
them often. I live in Santa 
Barbara and have a daughter, 
Lucy (20), who is currently 
studying in Italy. I have run 
Sarah House, an end-of-life 
care residence for the dying 
poor, for the past 10 years. 
It is the only 'social model' 
hospice in the nation." 

Barbara Condra King 

received a master of 
education in special 
education from the 
University of Memphis 
in 1976 and has been the 
executive director of the 
Exchange Club Family 
Center, a private nonprofit 

agency, for 14 years. Barbara 
and her husband, Bob, have 
three grown children—two 
girls and a boy—and are the 
VERY proud grandparents 
of Abby (4). Their oldest 
daughter, Whitney '96, is an 
attorney at a Memphis firm. 

For the last seven years, 
Mary Lou McCloskey O'Keefe 

has been the administrative 
assistant at the Academy 
of the Sacred Heart, The 
Rosary, in New Orleans. 
Married with two grown 
sons, she says, "We got about 
two feet of water in our 
ground floor with Katrina 
and were displaced for 
two months. We consider 
ourselves fortunate that we 
maintained our jobs and 
were able to 'simplify' our 
lives by piling lots of 'stuff' 
on the neutral ground 
(median). In February, I 
reconnected with Suzanne 
Chadwick Rountree in 

Grapevine, TX." 
Marilyn Pearlman's 

Atlanta-based public 
relations firm, Pearlman 
Associates Inc., celebrated its 
30th anniversary in March 
2007. 

Recounting life after 
commencement, Suzanne 
Chadwick Rountree says, "I 
went to teach Spanish in 
Ft. Lauderdale with M.L. 
McCloskey and Nancy 
Meadows. I stayed for 16 
years before returning to 
the Dallas area to continue 
teaching until I retired four 

cell phones and iPods. I am 
married to Angela Goza, a 
painter and illustrator. I 
have two grown children: 
Trey (37) and Amy, (33)." 

 

1971  

   

Reporter: Betha Hubbard 
Gill 
1365 Yorkshire Dr. 
Memphis, TN 38119 
901-685-6712 
yorkforest@aol.com  

A professor of religion and 
East Asian studies at Oberlin 
College, Jim Dobbins spent 
the 2006-07 academic year 
as a fellow at the National 
Humanities Center in North 
Carolina. 

Memphis attorneys 
James Mulroy, Lewis 
Fisher Henderson Claxton 
& Mulroy; Tom Prewitt, 
Adams & Reese; and Jerry 
Stauffer, Baker Donelson 
Bearman Caldwell & 
Berkowitz; were selected 
as Mid-South Super 
Lawyers. James was in the 
employment litigation: 
defense category; Tom, 
health care; and Jerry, 
business/corporate. 

Alice Cockroft Oates 
went to San Diego over 

spring break. Alice, Hannah 
Pickworth and Carolyn 

Cockroft '75 went to Chi 
Omega Eleusinian and had a 
fabulous time. 

Nancy Lenox is headed for 
Egypt soon. 

 

years ago. 
Your class reporter, Hud 

Andrews, has gone to work 
in the Development Office 
at our alma mater, where 
I am in charge of the 
Phonathon. I really enjoy my 
interaction with my student 
workers. In so many ways, 
they are exactly like we 
were, except that they have 

1972 

  

     

35th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20 

Denise Henderson 
Bollheimer is chair of the 
Healthy Memphis Common 
Table and is active in several 
civic and professional 
organizations. 

A partner in the Nashville 
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law firm of Gullett, Sanford, 
Robinson and Martin, Dan 
Haskell is chairman of the 
Tennessee Jobs Coalition 
and a former member of 
the state tax commission. 
Married for 33 years, he 
has three children and one 
grandchild. 

Judith Vincent Geiger 

writes, "After 14 years of 
owning and operating a 
campground and motel in 
Wyoming and traveling in 
our RV in the winter, we're 
selling the business. Not 
sure what we will be doing 
next, but travel and living 
in our RV will definitely 
be a part of our life. Also 
spending summers at our 
mountain cabin in the Sierra 
Madre Mountains of south 
central Wyoming." 

1973  	  

Reporter: Margaret 
Lawson Headrick 
mheadrick@utmemedu 

In March, New York 
poet, essayist, teacher and 
critic Patricia Spears Jones 
was one of five poets who 
read from their works 
at the Poetry Project at 
St. Mark's Church-in-the-
Bowery. The poems have 
been transposed into songs 
lyrics for the Mabou Mines 
theater company's upcoming 
production "Song for New 
York: What Women Do 
When Men Sit Knitting." 
In April, she gave a reading 
at the Arkansas Literary 
Festival in Little Rock. She 
read for a Poets House 
fundraiser at Barnes & 
Noble-Astor Place and gave 
a Studio Museum reading 
and a Center for Book 
Arts reading in December. 
Patricia was also among 
readers at Frank O'Hara's 
80th birthday celebration in 

November. 
Memphis attorney and 

mayoral candidate Herman 
Morris was awarded the 
Alexis de Tocqueville Society 
Award for Outstanding 
Service by the United Way 
of the Midsouth. He has 
also been awarded the Ben 
F. Jones chapter of the 
National Bar Association's 
2006 Presidential Award for 
Outstanding Service, and 
was one of eight lawyers 
who spoke at the Harvard 
Law School Black Law 
Students Association spring 
conference in March. 

Keith Alexander, an 
attorney with Taylor, 
Jones & Alexander in 
Southaven, MS; Kathlyn 
Graves, Mitchell Williams 
Selig Gates & Woodyard, 
Little Rock; and RUSSell 
Headrick, Baker Donelson 
Bearman Caldwell & 
Berkowitz, Memphis, were 
selected as Mid-South Super 
Lawyers. Keith was in the 
category of personal injury 
defense: general; Kathlyn, 
employment and labor; 
and RUSSell, employment 
benefits/ER1SA. 

Liz Hendricks has opened 
a Christian bookstore called 
Holy Grounds in Grapevine, 
TX. With two locations, 
the store sells Christian 
gifts, books and coffee 
beans. Though not a café, 
customers sample a different 
coffee every day. 

Anna Paquin has been 
cast in the lead role in 
the HBO series based the 
Southern Vampire books 
by Charlaine Harris. Alan 
Ball of "Six Feet Under" 
and "American Beauty" is 
writing and producing the 
series, which will be called 

"True Blood." The series 
should air beginning in 
January on HBO. 

F. Clark Williams 
was presented with the 
Papa Joe Lightman 
Award "for Extraordinary 
Leadership for the Belcourt 
Theatre, highest (and 
only) honor bestowed by 
the Board." Williams has 

"joined a short, elite list of 
suckers who have spent 
countless hours working 
on a dilapidated movie 
theater." F. Clark has served 
as membership committee 
chair, and continues to 
serve on that committee, 
the film committee and as 
secretary of the board. The 
Belcourt is Nashville's last 
neigHBOrhood theater, and 
is operated as a nonprofit. 
F. Clark also reports that 
he was among the principal 
organizers for the inaugural 
Richland Creek Run, a 
five-mile race benefiting 
Greenways for Nashville. 
He actually won his age 
group, which he reports is 
a bit unusual. The event 
attracted 390 registrants and 
approximately 300 finishers 
on one of the coldest April 
mornings on record. 

Pamela McNeely Williams 
is completing her 30th year 
as a counselor for the West 
Memphis School District, 
for a total of 32 years of 
teaching. Husband Brian 
Williams, who retired as 
county judge in Crittenden 
County, now practices law 
and is an assistant public 
defender for the county. 

Correction: In the 
last Rhodes magazine, 
Meriwether Montgomery 
was incorrectly referred to 
at Meriwether Montgomery 
Maranzana. 

1975  	  

A member of Hand 
Arendall in Mobile, AL, Neil 

Johnston represented the 
firm's real estate, land use 
and timber law group at a 
recent awards ceremony. He 
was presented the EPA Gulf 
of Mexico Program's First 
Place Gulf Guardian Award 
for 2006 in the Business 
Category for the Hand 
Arendall Conservation 
Awareness Program. 

Kate Pera, director of 
catering and convention 
services at the Memphis 
Hilton, was recently honored 
as Catering Director of the 
Year for the Davidson Hotel 
chain. 

Russell Ries was named 
the Carol and John S. 
Odess Chair in Facial 
Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery in the Department 
of Otolaryngology at 
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center. 

1976  	  

George Fricke, attorney 
with Barber McCaskill Jones 
& Hale, Little Rock, was 
selected as a Mid-South 
Super Lawyer in the category 
of personal injury defense: 
general. 

1977 
30th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20 

David Smathers was 
recently promoted to 
director of quality and 
engineering at Tosoh SMD 
Inc. near Columbus, OH. 

Memphis attorney Michael 

Coury, with the Farris 
Matthews Branan Bobango 
Hellen & Dunlap firm, was 
selected as a Mid-South 
Super Lawyer in the category 
of bankruptcy and creditor/ 
debtor rights. 

Scott Prostermann 
operates academic support 
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Memphis, and Marlee 
Mitchell, Waller Landsden 
Dortch & Davis, Nashville, 
were selected as Mid-South 
Super Lawyers; Charles in 
the health care category, 
and Marlee, securities and 
corporate finance. 

1982 
25th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20 

Calvin Tarrant has 
launched a new company 
in the health-care field, 
developing a new technology 
for inhaled medications 
treating allergies and sinus 
ailments. 

As department chair 
of the Foreign Language 
Department at Chattanooga 
Christian School, Janet 
Kaller Geertings teaches 
high-school French and 
German (and sometimes 
Spanish). Her husband, Jon, 
also teaches with her. The 
couple has three children. 

Alan Curie and Andrew 
London married Aug. 11, 
2006, in Montreal, and 
reside in Rochester, NY. 
Andrew is a professor of 
sociology and director of 
graduate studies in sociology 
at the Maxwell School at 
Syracuse University. In 
December 2006, Alan was 
elected vice president of the 
New York State Society of 
Anesthesiologists. 

Tanya Beck Evans is self-
employed as a marketing 
consultant and jewelry 
artist/silversmith. Her 
designs have sold at several 
shows in Pensacola, FL. 

Practicing pain 
management and treating 
work compensation injuries, 
Jeff Hazlewood has a busy 
practice in physical medicine 
and rehabilitation. He is also 
the medical director of a 

rehabilitation unit associated 
with the University Medical 
Center in Lebanon, TN. 

Ellen Harris lives in her 
hometown of New Orleans, 
where she volunteers at 
the Habitat for Humanity 
Musician's Village in the 
Ninth Ward. She is also 
a volunteer with the New 
Orleans Ballet Association, 
is a certified personal trainer 
and currently works as a 
documentary photographer 
and location scout. She 
has been an independent 
producer since earning 
a M.F.A in film from 
the University of North 
Carolina in 1997. 

Married to the former 
Krista Femer '90, John 
Miller is loving life at the 
beach and still playing 
music. His band, BayStreet, 
celebrates 20 years in 2007 
and has been named "best 
band" in Jacksonville, FL, 
several times. The band 
recently opened for B.B. 
King. 

Susan Haley Adams 
writes, "I have recently 
moved back to Memphis 
after 12 years in the frozen 
North (Minnesota). My 
two sons are still up North. 
Andrew (19) is a freshman 
at Drake University. John 
Christopher (23) has moved 
back to Minnesota after a 
year in Utah. I am working 
on getting settled and 
reacquainted with my old 
haunts and friends." 

1983 
Gail McKnight Kerr, a 

local news columnist for 
The Tennessean newspaper in 
Nashville, recently won the 
Tennessee Press Association's 
first-place award for Best 
Personal Column and was 
named Best Columnist 

by the Nashville Scene, an 
alternative weekly. Her 
husband, singer/songwriter 
Les Kerr, recently released 
a CD, "The Crawfish 
Caravan. ), 

Christine Ewing Rolon 
reports, "Terry and I have 
been living the dream life 
of early retirement in our 
log cabin on a mountain in 
northern Virginia. We travel 
frequently and exercise to 
stay in shape." 

Memphis attorney Lisa 
Krupicka, of Burch, Porter 
& Johnson, was selected as a 
Mid-South Super Lawyer in 
the category of employment 
and labor. 

Martha Saavedra, assistant 
director of African Studies at 
the University of California 
at Berkeley, recently 
returned from Kenya, where 
she "organized girls' soccer, 
working as a NGO." 

1984 
Reporter: Tracy Vezina 
Patterson 
tvpatterson@bellsouth.net  

The competition for 
"Youngest Child from 
the Class of '84" has just 
become more heated. Jimmy 
Keith Petty and his wife, 
Heidi Hoffecker, welcomed 
Andrew Joseph Petty into 
their family Jan. 9, 2007. 

"Drew" is named for Heidi's 
two grandfathers. 

By contrast, Emily Wolfe 
Leigh writes that her 
daughter, Alexandra, just 
finished her freshman year 
at Rhodes. "She called 
late one night to ask if I 
had ever played Whitebait, 
since 'older' alums like me 
still came back to play the 
game. My son, Niccolo, 
has finished 10th grade 
and is participating in a 
summer exchange program 

Class Notes 
services in Berkeley, CA, 
and publishes a variety of 
commentary and humor. 
In addition to offering 
instruction and tutoring 
in grammar and literature, 
Scott counsels prospective 
college and graduate 
students about admissions 
issues and has developed a 
new system (Ax Redux) for 
accent reduction for non-
native English speakers. 

Brian Sudderth has 
enjoyed 21 years of family 
practice in Saline County, 
AR. He and Lynn Reecer '78, 
who have been married for 
26 years, have a daughter 
and a son. Brian was head 
coach of the Benton High 
School Soccer Team from 
1999-2004. 

1978 
Margaret Anderson 

Pinholster writes, "I'm very 
excited to report that the 
Celtic band I started seven 
years ago, Keltic Kudzu, has 
been chosen to play at the 
Puck Fair in County Kerry, 
Ireland, this summer. This is 
the band's first engagement 
across the pond!" 

1979 
Memphis attorneys 

Jonathan Kaplan and Phil 
Mischke were selected as 
Mid-South Super Lawyers. 
Jonathan, with the 
Kiesewetter Wise Kaplan 
Prather firm, was in the 
employment and labor 
category; and Phil, Wyatt 
Tarrant & Combs, personal 
injury defense: general. 

1980  
Attorneys Charles 

Crawford, Butler Snow 
O'Mara Stevens & Cannada, 
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in Austria. My husband, 
Jack, has completed a stone-
and-brick painting studio 
for himself in the backyard 
and I am volunteering and 
playing lots of tennis." 

Speaking of "older" 
alums who return to 
campus to play Whiteball, 
Alan 0. Battle III is 
currently starring in a 
film/documentary about 
the legendary game. The 
film, which was written 
and produced by Rhodes 
students, can be seen on 
YouTube. (Go to youtube. 
corn and put in key words 

"Rhodes College Whiteball.") 
In the film, Alan gives the 
history of Whiteball and 
even explains the rules, such 
as they are. If you were ever 
nailed by the ball while 
walking from Bellingrath to 
the Rat, this is the film for 
you. 

Renowned Whiteball 
player Paul Decker resides 
in Anchorage, AK, with his 
wife, Phyllis Ploudre, and 
their two children, Logan 
(16) and Annalise (13). "I 
am a research geologist for 
the Department of Natural 
Resources and Phyllis stays 
busy running her physical 
therapy practice." 

I don't think he ever 
played Whiteball, but Peter 
Rooney, renowned baseball 
player, serves Oglethorpe 
University in Atlanta as vice 
president for development 
and alumni relations. Peter, 
his wife, Elizabeth, daughter, 
Mason (10), and son, Peter 
Jr. (7), "are up and down the 
road to swim team, soccer, 
baseball, church choir and 
elementary school events at 
Westminster." 

Rusty McDonald writes: 
"After spending two years at 
Rhodes, I transferred to the 
University of Florida. After 

working in Tampa for three 
years, I moved back to the 
Nashville area (Lebanon) 
where I operated a fuel 
and oil distributorship and 
started a paving company. 
Last year we sold the 
distributorship, and now 
I give my full attention 
to the paving company, 
Asphalt Maintenance Inc. 
My wife, Jackie, and I have 
four children: Brooke (20), 
Morgan (11), Jack (8) and 
Hope (3)." 

Margaret Katterhenry 
Schattle writes: "My 
husband, Dana, and I have 
two beautiful daughters, 
(6 and 9). Currently, I'm 
living the regular mom life 
in historic Druid Hills in 
Atlanta." 

Aldervan Daly writes: "I 
am now the associate 
director of development for 
The New York Foundling. 
I also manage our Young 
Associates Program, which 
would be a great place for 
young Rhodes alumni to 
get their feet wet in the 
charity scene in New York. 
Last May I starred in a show, 
`Here I Go Again,' at The 
Duplex Cabaret Theater in 
the Village." Check Van's 
Web site at aldervandaly. 
corn to catch his future 
performances. 

Proud mother Leonora 
Green Clifford provides 
this update: "My older 
daughter, Sarah, has signed 
to swim for the Lady Vols in 
Knoxville. The team signed 
four first-years and she is 
one. Between work and 
teenagers, there is something 
going on every minute. 
Having one leaving for 
college is heartbreaking and 
exciting all at the same time." 

Sissy Parker Harper can 

certainly relate. "After 22 
years of marriage, Mark and 

I continue to live and work 
in Hartsville, TN. I operate 
a burley tobacco receiving 
station for Philip Morris 
USA. Mark splits his time 
between his engineering 
company in Tennessee and 
his naval duty in Hawaii. 
Our daughter, Katherine 
(19), has finished her first 
year at Meredith College 
in Raleigh, NC. You know 
we are all getting old when 
you discover that your 
child's college math teacher 
was a fellow classmate of 
yours at Rhodes. Katherine 
has enjoyed having Fred 
Woodward '86 (husband 
of Tracy Hilt '85) as an 
instructor this year. Our son, 
Dalton (18), is a senior at 
Baylor School and is heading 
off to North Carolina 
State in the fall. Mark and 
I spent New Year's Eve in 
Tampa and had the great 
pleasure of meeting Mary 
Li Behun Duda's '85 new 
daughter, Lily. Mary Li and 
Jim traveled to China last 
summer and brought Lily 
home." 

Bert Carlock has begun 
an intriguing tour of duty. 

"Now that I have been the 
director for the Navy's SERE 
School, I will soon get to see 
another part of the business 
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
I'll be working with the 
case review process for the 
Global War on Terrorism 
detainees there from June to 
December." 

Richard Spore, an attorney 
with Bass Berry & Sims, 
Memphis, was selected as 
a Mid-South Super Lawyer 
in the business/corporate 
category. 

That's it for this edition. 
Remember, if you do not 
receive an e-mail request 
for Class Notes from me, 
it is because I do not have 

your e-mail address. Please 
send your news to me. Your 
classmates would love to 
hear from you! All my best, 
Tracy 

1985 
Reporter: Jim Golden 
jimatphi@hotmail.com  

Greetings from 
ConnectICUt. While Frank 
Baker takes a well-earned 
sabbatical, I'll be filling in 
as class of '85 reporter. Over 
the coming months, I look 
forward to getting your 
updates, announcements 
and stories and keeping 
you updated on Rhodes 
alumni-related happenings. 
I'm especially looking to 
hear from folks who haven't 
submitted any news in a 
while. Here's to a fantastic 
summer. I look forward to 
talking with you all soon. 

—Jim 
Peggy Wood Townsend 

reports: "After having 
worked for about 20 
years in the nonprofit arts 
administration field, I have 
ventured off into the world 
of entrepreneurship. My 
husband and I have started 
an art materials company 
called Townsend Atelier 
in Chattanooga, TN. We 
manufacture and sell fine 
mold making materials, 
casting resins finishes 
and patinas that are used 
by sculptors, jewelers, 
craftspeople, restorers and 
even chocolate makers. We 
have an online store as well, 
townsendatelier.com . When 
we are not working on the 
business, we spend time with 
our son, Samuel, who will 
be entering first grade next 
year." 

Richard Banks writes: "My 
son, Aaron, begins high 
school next year." 
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first child, John Lawrence 
Chrestman, Feb. 2, 2007." 

Having received a tenure-
track appointment, Carole 
Choate Blankenship joins 

the Department of Music at 
Rhodes as assistant professor. 

and their two daughters, 
Mary (10) and Sophie (5), 
returned to Heber Springs, 
AR, where he works as vice 
president of operations for 
Aromatique Inc. 

Kari Solomon Cowart 
writes that she earned 
her bachelor of science 
in nursing in May and 
has accepted a position 
at Northside Hospital in 
Atlanta. 

Mike Palazzolo was 
recently named president 
of Landmark Community 
Bank in his hometown 
of Germantown, TN. He 
also serves as vice mayor of 
Germantown. 

John "Big Guy" Telford 
recently returned to England 
as managing director of 
TDX Group. His wife, 
Marguerite, and daughters, 
Katherine (13) and 
Elizabeth (9), are enjoying 
English life. 

1987  	  

to me and share them 
with Leslie. 

In the meantime, here's 
some news from classmates. 

I'll start with me. Hey, 
"he who controls the 
keyboard, controls the 
message." As you see, I've 
moved to Hoboken, NJ, 
home of Frank Sinatra 
and baseball, and minutes 
from downtown NYC. My 
partner, Eric, and I decided 
we needed some new scenery 
and just moved here. I'm 
getting close to finishing my 
master's in special education, 
a high-need area. If you find 
yourself in the greater NYC 
area, holler at me. 

Our faithful 
correspondent Nathan 
Tipton offers these newsy 
tidbits: "I ended my pursuit 
of the Ph.D. last March. 
and will begin the library 
sciences (MLIS) program 
at UT Knoxville in August. 
Oh yes—I have a part-time 
job working as a life model 
for the Memphis College 
of Art. It's a blast, the pay's 
good, and there's nothing to 
speak of as far as a wardrobe 
allowance." 

Lauren Wellford Deming 
swears that, "there is no 
news here, truly there isn't 
(except that my 11-year-
old son is almost as tall 
as I am, and has size 12 
feet!) I always prayed to be 
surrounded by tall guys; 
finally God is answering that 
prayer. I'll be the runt of the 
family very soon." She also 
directs us to point our Web 
browsers to wedoitallvegas. 
corn to see what Rusty 
Bourne is up to these days. 

David Peterson writes that 
he and his partner Schuyler 
Hoffman are in the process 
of moving from Seattle 
to New Orleans, and are 
getting into the bed and 

 

1986   

 

 

Reporter: Colleen Grady 
gradyc@lls.org  

If you are reading this 
magazine but are not 
receiving e-mails from 
me, please take a moment 
to send me your contact 
information. And now, onto 
the class news: 

Lilla Magee and her 
partner, Ilisa, are extremely 
happy to announce the birth 
of their daughter, Parker 
Elizabeth-Kay, Jan. 20, 2007. 

Stephen Estock was 
elected vice chairman of the 
Committee on Christian 
Education and Publications 
for the Presbyterian Church 
in America. He also traveled 
to Accra, Ghana at the 
end of May as part of a 
team conducting a series 
of seminars on Christian 
Education. 

Janee Lambert Bonner has 
been nominated to serve as 
president-elect of the Junior 
League of Mobile for 2007-
08. 

Lee Talbot has been 
appointed assistant curator 
at The Textile Museum in 
Washington, DC. 

Christie Bates McKaskle is 
thriving as a family therapist 
in the Residential Youth 
Program at Cumberland 
Heights Treatment Facility 
in Nashville. She and 
Mike celebrate 20 years of 
marriage this September, 
and their daughters are 17 
and 13. 

In November, Steve 
Lawrence, his wife, Beth, 

 

20th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20 
Reporter: Brian Mott 
450 7th Street, #3E 
Hoboken NJ 07030 
201-683-7134 
mott.brian@gmail.com  

Pick a number, any 
number between 1 and 100. 

It darn well better have 
been the number 20—the 
number of years since we 
graduated from Rhodes 
College. And now is the 
time to start planning to 
celebrate those memories 
and Rhodes' influence in 
our lives by making your 
travel plans to be at our 20th 
reunion Oct. 19-20, 2007. 
Leslie McCormick Darr and 
I have agreed to cochair the 

programming committee, so 
if you have any great ideas or 
special requests, e-mail them 

        

Class Notes 
In April, Kathryn 

Woodson Barr was part 
of a "China Connection" 
delegation sponsored by 
the National Association of 
Independent Schools and 
Hanban, a Chinese NGO. 

"Our purpose was to hire 
Chinese teachers to teach 
independent-school students 
the Mandarin language and 
about the Chinese culture. 
Eight teachers were selected, 
and Highlands School has 
hired two. A blog is available 
charting the preparation 
for the trip, the hiring and 
more.), 

Cat Taylor is looking 
for "a CD of the album the 
Singers recorded when we 
were students. If anyone 
is interested in attending 
The Tennessee National 
Walking Horse Celebration 
in Shelbyville, TN, this 
year, contact me—we will 
probably have spare tickets 
for almost any night. It's 
a 10-day show ending the 
Saturday before Labor Day." 

Mary Mannon Reeves 
has been promoted to 

"NeigHBOrhoods" editor 
at the Daily News Journal, 
Murfreesboro, TN, and 
was recently named the 
newspaper's Employee of the 
Year. Her husband, Terry, 
is recovering quickly from 
triple-bypass surgery. 

Ann Webb Betty is "still 
playing basketball and 
recently helped lead our 
YMCA rec league team, the 
Daisy Dukes, to a double 
overtime win." 

Michael Chance, an 
attorney with Baker 
Donelson Bearman Caldwell 
& Berkowitz, Memphis, was 
selected as a Mid-South 
Super Lawyer in the real 
estate category. 

Brad Ellis writes: "Kelly 
Chrestman and I had our 
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breakfast biz, in addition 
to their day jobs. They 
encourage all to go to New 
Orleans and be a part of the 
post-Katrina recovery. 

And news from another 
New Orleanian: Elizabeth 
Conway Crawford says, "My 
big news is that I married 
Keith Crawford Nov. 10, 
2006. I have a son, Edmund, 
who is almost 7. I work part 
time at Trinity Episcopal 
School doing graphic design 
for the development office. " 

I think there are a number 
of other '87-ers in New 
Orleans: Laura Richens 
and Leslie Thorne Alley, for 
sure. Is John Alsobrook still 
down there? And isn't John 

Crabtree right up the street 
in Baton Rouge? 

Family news dominates 
much of what our classmates 
write about: 

Elizabeth Ctogston writes, 
"Charles and I celebrated our 
20th wedding anniversary 
on Valentine's Day 2007 
by renewing our wedding 
vows in a family ceremony 
at Pulaski Heights United 
Methodist Church. I am 
coordinating the gift shop 
for the Arkansas Symphony 
Designer House XIX and 
have joined the board of 
Potluck Inc., a food rescue 
organization that provides 
healthy meals to thousands 
of Arkansans using food that 
would otherwise be wasted. 
Our son William is 15 and 
daughter Jean Caroline is 
12." Charles and Elizabeth 
were among the first of our 
classmates to marry, and still 
going strong after 20 years. 
Congratulations! 

Beware the wrath of 
Charlotte Cooper Gaskins! 
She writes, "I am a black belt 
and instructor in tae kwon 
do. My husband, Philip, 
and daughter, Rebecca (10), 

are also black belts and my 
youngest daughter, Kailey 
(7), is a red belt. The girls 
and T have all placed in 
national competitions this 
past year. I'm currently a 
special education middle-
school teacher and high-
school math tutor." 

It was great to hear 
this dispatch from Nell 
Fultinwider Bush: "Although 
I didn't graduate from 
Rhodes (I transferred to 
UT Austin junior year), 
my husband, Shelby, and 
I are still hoping to come 
to the reunion. We plan 
to meet Harriet Smalley 
Monnig and her husband 
there. Harriet and I have 
remained close friends all 
these years, and I've kept 
up with Marion Samuel, 
Carol Pierce Olson and Julie 
Brown. We live in Dallas, 
where Shelby is an oil and 
gas attorney, and I'm a child 
development consultant and 
speaker. Recently, I've been 
consulting for a new video 
series for preschool-aged 
children called "Boz the 
Bear." We have four children 
(7, 8, 12 and 13)." 

Lorna Lyell Chain reports 
that she "is doing well 
and still in Jackson, MS. 
Daughter Alison is now 9 
and son John is 7. I am out 
of the real estate business 
and enjoying time at home. I 
have been volunteering at St. 
Andrew's, where the children 
are in school. We are 
planning a busy summer to 
the beach, Jackson Hole and 
Point Clear, AL. with sister 
Louise and Luke Lampton 

'88 and their two boys." 
And Mark Wells writes 

with the happiest news of all: 
"My wife, Ann, and I had 
our first baby, a son named 
Nathaniel, March 21, 2007. 
My law practice is going 

nicely and has allowed me 
a flexible schedule to help 
out with those late-night 
feedings." 

Susan Hook Patterson 
works part time for a 
national land conservation 
organization and is involved 
in family life with two active 
children. 

Karen Cagle York writes 
with news that warms 
my heart: "Our daughter, 
Rachel, has become involved 
with the Lake Forest 
Children's Theatre. She 
loves being onstage. For 
her very first role, she was 
cast as Benny in "Guys and 
Dolls" and this May, she 
costarred as Chad in "High 
School Musical." Steve and I 
recently celebrated our 17th 
wedding anniversary with 
a family trip to Italy. We 
spent four days in Florence, 
one day in Pisa, and 2 days 
in Siena. At 10, Rachel has 
already seen more of the 
world than I had by 30!" 

Todd Speed writes in 
with this update: "After 
four years of study and 
steadfast support from 
the congregation I serve, I 
received a doctor of ministry 
degree from Columbia 
Theological Seminary in 
Decatur, GA, May 19, 2007." 

Which is an excellent 
segue to other professional 
achievements: 

Jane Amend writes to 
say, "I had the opportunity 
to serve the United States 
Junior Chamber as a 
national vice president. 
I traveled around the 
country representing the 
organization and providing 
support to our member 
organizations in Arkansas, 
Missouri, Maryland, South 
Carolina, Delaware and 
New York. As a result of 
my efforts, I was awarded 

the Don Cavalli Memorial 
Award for the most 
outstanding national vice 
president in 2006. Also, in 
March I took on a new role 
as a project manager at Toys 
R Us in our Business Process 
Improvement team." 

Alison Abernathy says that 
"I've left the corporate world 
after 20 years and have 
hung a shared shingle with 
my sister. Together, we're 
Abernathy Writers Group 
(abernathywriters.com ), 
with offices in Jacksonville 
and Hoboken (home of 
Brian Mott!). We're building 
a respectable client base, 
doing new and exciting work 
and enjoying the freedom 
that consulting can bring. 
Immediately after leaving 
CSX in the fall, I went on 
tour with Lucinda Williams 
(my dog). Lucy achieved her 
goal of leaving her 'mark' on 
the lawns of Janee Bonner 
Lambert, Lorna Lyell Chain, 
Kathryn Butcher Feinstone 
and Brad Moody, as well as 
several 'strategic spots' on 
campus at Rhodes." 

Nancy DiPaolo, ever 
generous, writes to offer 
her help with the reunion 
party and to say that she's 

"busy with my new job 
and have one more month 
of a hellacious stint as 
president of the HOA Board." 
Another overachiever! 
She also writes that, "On 
the recommendation 
of Jennifer Thomas and 
husband Vincent Stark, a 
little January vacation 
took Dave and me to 
Strasbourg, France where 
we enjoyed exploring Alsace 
and Lorraine, especially 
Nancy, the home of art 
nouveau. Driving back to 
BrUSSels, we stayed in the 
tiny Duchy of Luxembourg. 
I am now director of 
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Control and Prevention. 
Betsy Hamilton Verner is 

with the J.Bulow Campbell 
Foundation in Atlanta. 
She and her husband, Bill, 
welcomed a daughter, 
Dorothy Elizabeth, in June 
2006. 

Deborah Ann Payne 

Wakefield and her husband, 
Bill, live in Anniston, AL, 
where she is a partner at 
the law firm of Parsons, 
Lee and Juliano. They 
recently welcomed a new 
baby, Samantha "Sam," who 
joins sister Margaret Ann 

"Maggie" (3). 
Michael and Kate Zeitler 

Enright married in June 
2005 in Memphis. They 
welcomed a son, Michael 
Thomas, June 13, 2006. 
Michael joins three siblings: 
Kate's son Nicholas (13) and 
daughters Reed (10) and 
Cecile (9). 

Randy and Tracy Young 
Roth write, "We are living 
on the Mississippi coast 
recovering from Katrina, 
and just had our sixth child. 
Our other kids' ages are 
10, 6, 2 ,2 and 2 (triplets)." 
Randy is the director of a 
large hospitalist group, and 
Tracy is a newly-retired 
OB/GYN. Randy is planning 
a ninth annual reunion 
with several classmates and 
fraternity brothers. 

Ed Delgado-Romero 

received the Distinguished 
Professional Early Career 
Award from the National 
Latino Psychological 
Association for his efforts 
to generate and advance 
psychological knowledge 
and foster its effective 
application for the benefit 
of the Hispanic/Latino 
population. Ed is an 
associate professor in the 
University of Georgia 
College of Education's 

Department of Counseling 
and Human Development 
Services. 

Florence Johnson Raines 

has been selected as a "Super 
Lawyer" of the Mid-South 
in her practice area of labor 
and employment law. She 
also received the Presidential 
Service Award in November 
2006 from the National Bar 
Association, Ben F. Jones 
Chapter, for her work on 
behalf of the victims of 
hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

 

 

Reporter: Mandy Bond 
Judd 
amanda_judd@adp.com  

Hello, classmates! It's been 
too long since we have all 
been in touch. Please send 
me information about your 
life after Rhodes so I can 
add it to our Class Notes. 
I am looking forward to 
hearing from everyone. 

I live in Greensboro, NC, 
with my husband and two 
children and work in sales 
for ADP (Automatic Data 
Process) in the PEO division, 
TotalSource. Recently, I 
went to Atlanta to visit 
friends Elizabeth Simpson 

Spears, Mary Margaret Hills 

Schulte and Kate Zeitler 
Enright. We had a girls' 
night out and really enjoyed 
talking about our great 
memories (and some not so 
clear memories) from our 
days at Rhodes. All I can 
say about our evening is that 
some things never change! 

Kellie Lartigue, husband, 
Karim Ndiaye, and their 
three sons, Yazel, Fallou 
and Cheikh, enjoy visiting 
often and helping the remote 
fishing village community 
of Ndangane-Latmangue, 
situated alongside a bras 
de mer in Senegal, West 
Africa. With support from 
the Jef Jel Project (based 
in Decatur, GA), friends, 
family and members of the 
band Soundtribe Sector 9, 
they've been able to lay pipes 
to provide running water, 
plant trees and gardens, buy 
goats, build homes, equip 
fishermen, aid initiatives for 
women and more. Kellie and 
her family currently live in 
Bamako, Mali, where she is 
finishing her third year as 
the representative for the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
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Gina Latendresse is 
celebrating five years of 
being cancer-free. 

Andy Robinson recently 
accepted a position as a 
humanities and theater 
teacher at the Chicago 
Academy for the Arts. 
According to Andy, "I moved 
in '06 from New York to 
Chicago. The slower-paced 
lifestyle after years in New 
York City is a nice change—
and having a washer and 
dryer is cool, too." 

 

  

1990 

  

  

Reporter: Claire 
Dalrymple Watkins 
claire@itsjustus.com  

Casey Compton is 
managing partner of 
Compton, Kane & 
Associates, Private Wealth 
Consulting. He is also a 
national consultant for 
dental practice management 
and finance. 

David and Elizabeth 
Phipps Deering had a son, 
Samuel Curtis, July 31, 
2006, in St. Petersburg, FL. 

Lisa Long and Robert 

McMillen '91 married Feb. 17, 
2007. Various Rhodes alums 
from the classes of 1990 and 
1991 attended the rehearsal 
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business development for 
Capitol Advantage, where 
we specialize in Web-based 
tools for grassroots advocacy 
and affecting legislation at 
both the federal and state 
levels." 

Nancy also reports 
on behalf of Marianne 
Blackwell: "Marianne is 
home in College Grove 
taking care of her mother 
and is great at cheerfully 
being in touch (everyone 
urge her to go back to 
Internet/e-mail, though)." 

Michelle Dry offers this 
wisdom: "Well, turning 
42 this year wasn't too 
traumatic because two days 
after my birthday, I went 
to buy a lottery ticket and 
the cashier asked if I was 
old enough to buy one! On 
another note, I recently 
traveled to Kona, HI, for 
a work-related conference. 
On a more mundane level, 
I'm in my third year of 
container gardening, and 
would welcome advice from 
anyone on how to keep the 
persistent Memphis squirrels 
from digging up my flowers. 

And finally, this message 
from Jeff Peterson: "After 
getting my M.B.A. at 
University of Chicago in 
1992 and a brief detour to 
Baltimore, I have lived and 
worked in Chicago ever 
since. Currently working 
at Accenture as global 
operational effectiveness 
reporting lead in Business 
Travel Services, and cursing 
the morning commute and 
the Chicago Cubs! I'm still 
single and still looking." 

Make your plans for 
Homecoming 2007! Hope 
to see you then. 
Brian 
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party at the Pike House and 
the wedding/reception at 
the Pink Palace in Memphis 
The couple lives in midtown 
Memphis. 

1991 
Rhynia Henry writes, 

"After graduating, I began 
work as a teacher/counselor 
with challenged children at 
Youth Villages in Eads, TN. 
I then moved to Knoxville 
to take on an after-school 
day treatment facility for 
children with behavioral 
diffiCUlties. In 1996, I 
married Alethea Stone. We 
now have two boys, Nikolas 
(5), and Rhance, (8 months). 
I'm currently a claims 
adjuster with State Farm 
Insurance and have been 
with the company for 10 
years. 

Mike Drash, winemaker 
at Luna Vineyards in Napa, 
CA, was quoted on page 124 
of the April 2007 issue of 
Conde Nast Traveler. 

1992   
15th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20 

Kelly Agee and Lauren 
Gillespie married July 
22, 2006, at St. Rose of 
Lima Catholic Church in 
Murfreesboro, TN. 

Eric and Alison Ruwet 
Clemons and daughter 
Tate recently relocated to 
Charlotte, NC, where they 
are both physicians with 
Carolinas Medical Center. 

Kaleigh Donnelly still lives 
in downtown Memphis and 
works at St. Jude. She serves 
on the board of Neshoba 
Church and sings with 
the Memphis Vocal Arts 
Ensemble. 

Christine Clippinger 
Sawyer has four children: 

Drew (10), Luke (7), 
Nolan (6) and Kelsey (2). 
Christine is in her second 
year as director of Bellevue 
Presbyterian Church Early 
Education outside Nashville. 
Her husband, William, 
is project manager for 
Enviance, an environmental 
health and safety software 
company. 

After moving to San 
Diego for her husband's job, 
Jennifer Hamlett Moore is 
working for United Health 
Group, "which takes me 
across the country to audit 
mental health providers 
and facilities." She loves 
spending weekends at the 
beach, which her son, Austin 
(2), calls the "big waters." 

Mark Miller writes, "We 
had our fourth child, Barrett 
Allen, Nov. 10, 2006. His 
siblings are Caroline (8), 
Harrison (7) and Meg (3). 

Scott and Kristen 
Lichtermann Kedersha 
had a son, Carson Will, 
Nov. 30, 2006, in Dallas. 
Duncan and Drew love 
their new brother. Kristen 
writes, "Scott took a job 
at Watermark Community 
Church after graduating 
from seminary last May." 

Matt and Kelly Pledger 
Weeks welcomed a son, 
Hayden Lane, Feb. 24, 2007, 
in Shreveport, LA. Avery (2 
1/2) loves holding and kissing 
his brother. 

1993 	  

Reporters: Chandlee 
Bryan 
chandlee_b@yahoo.com  
Kelley Slagle Funk 

On April 25, 2006, Steve 

'91 and Stephanie Monte 
Sullivan welcomed their 
third son, Finn, 17 days 
after Stephanie returned 
from a two-week assignment 

in Baku, Azerbaijan. "We 
closed on our first house ever 
on April 28. In August I did 
another overseas assignment, 
only this time in Yerevan, 
Armenia. I recently returned 
from another trip to Yerevan 
with Finn in tow and now 
am reclaiming my routine 
here in Pennsylvania." 

Caroline Knight is the 
proud mother of her second 
daughter, Ellison XiaoYu 
Elizabeth Knight. "She 
was born Feb. 4, 2006, in 
Hunan, China and joined 
the family Dec. 12, 2006, 
at 10 months old. Jordan 
loves being a big sister. I 
just took on a new role at 
Bank of America and am 
now a senior vice president, 
managing an analytics team 
within the card services 
organization." 

Murfreesboro, TN, ob/ 
gyn Joe Castelli also serves 
as Murfreesboro Medical 
Clinic's medical director 
of information technology. 
Susan is an active volunteer 
at their daughters', Maggie 
(8) and Cate (6), school. She 
is also the newsletter editor 
for the Medical Alliance, a 
medical spouses' volunteer 
group. Susan employs her 
party-planning talents for 
the Discovery Center at 
Murfree Spring, a children's 
interactive museum, and is 
an active member of Charity 
Circle, a local community 
fundraising group. 

Mindy Simon and Chris 
Schwab had a son, Jonah 
Simon Schwab, March 27, 
2007. "I am still enjoying my 
job in the General Counsel's 
Office at Emory and keeping 
up with Grayson, who was 
three in May." 

Lee and Beth Kaufman 
Blalack are enjoying life in 
Chevy Chase, MD. "We had 
our second daughter, Maren 

Elizabeth, Dec. 31, 2006. 
She joins big sister Arabelle 
Grace (2)." 

Jody and Jennifer Horton 
Tucker announce the birth of 
their daughter, Sarah Grace, 
Jan. 21, 2007. Sarah was also 
welcomed by big brother, 
Trevor (2). 

Kara Elliot Konrad has 
been promoted to regional 
director for the Institute for 
Family Centered Services 
and is now a licensed 
therapist in the state of 
North Carolina. 

Glen and Allison 
Wemmers Pellettieri had 
a daughter, Ava Charlotte, 
Sept. 11, 2006. Ava has a 
big brother, Chase Douglas. 
The family lives in Atlanta. 

Clayton and Kelley Slagle 
Funk had a son, Warren 
Hudson, Oct. 4, 2006. He 
joins big sister, Addison, and 
furry kids, Disco and Jive. 

Paula Porter Beeler 

was recently promoted to 
business leader: Cardiology 
and Imaging Services from 
business leader: Ambulatory 
Services at St. Mary's Health 
System in Knoxville. 

Steve Karnes writes, "My 
wife, Jennifer, and I have 
had a busy few years. We 
moved back to Midtown, 
became small business 
owners and had Lillian Ann 
(Lily, 15 months). Lily and 
her big sister, Maeve (3), are 
doing very well, as is our 
business: Central Animal 
Hospital. I still work full 
time at Morgan Keegan 
(seven years), while my 
wife practices veterinary 
medicine at Central." 

John Hill recently joined 
Resurgens Orthopedics, 
located in Cumming, 
GA. John writes, "After 
completing my fellowship in 
shoulder and elbow surgery 
at Beth Israel Medical 
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Center in New York City, 

Tara and I have settled 
into suburban life outside 
Atlanta." 

Jennifer Cobb Pyron 
reports, "My husband, 
Charles, and I moved to 
Little Rock in early October, 
enrolled the kids, Charles 
(6) and Emily (4), in school 
and went to work. Charles 
runs his own landscape 
contracting company. I now 
work for Arkansas Business 
Publishing Group, where 
I serve as editor for Little 
Rock Family, Arkansas Bride, 
Living in Arkansas, the Little 
Rock Guest Guide and the 
Central Arkansas Newcomers 
Guide." 

Dina Facklis directs the 
national tour of Chicago's 
Second City. 

Deas and Jennifer 
Short Nealy married Sept. 
16, 2006, in Big Canoe, 
GA, where they currently 
reside. They had a small 
ceremony in their mountain 
house followed by a large 
reception with barbecue 
and Cajun music. Alumni 
in attendance included 
Jennifer's sister. Tracey 
Short Schmidt '96, who was 
the matron of honor, and 
Margaret Sharp '94. 

Walter and Teresa Jones 
Ernest had a daughter, 
Elizabeth Michelle, May 30, 
2006. 

Matt Jones reports, "After 
returning to the Memphis 
area from the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast following 
Hurricane Katrina and 
getting licensed to practice 
law in Tennessee, I have 
joined the Commercial 
Litigation Department as 
associate attorney at Wyatt, 
Tarrant & Combs. My wife, 
Angela Marie, practices law 
in Hernando, MS, where we 
live." 

Tara Odle-Baker reports, 
"I am an ER physician in 
Louisville, KY. I have an 18-
month-old daughter, Layne 
Mallory." 

1994   
Reporter: Judy Brown 
judy.brown@borax.com  

Nancy Turner lives in 
Houston, where she is the 
company spokesperson for 
ConocoPhillips' natural gas 
operations. 

Bart Turner has been 
named a new shareholder at 
Maynard, Cooper & Gale in 
Birmingham, AL. 

Saffa Koja has been 
promoted to regional 
manager with LexisNexis in 
New York. 

Mike Rushin writes, "My 
tenure on the board of 
the Scimitar Shriners of 
Arkansas has been extended 
for another year. I was 
recently elected assistant 
rabban (second vice 
president) for 2007. If all 
goes well, I will be elected 
potentate (president) in 
2009. Also, I have been 
elected worshipful master 
(president) of my Masonic 
Lodge for 2007. Abby and . 

Zach are now 7 and 4 and 
doing well." 

Max and Beth Webster 
Blake had a son, Carson 
Andrew, Oct. 15, 2006, in 
Germantown, TN. Carson 
joins brother Max (5) and 
sister Eva (3). 

Bill and Kristin Horton 
Ritter welcomed their fourth 
child, a daughter, Lucy, Aug. 
31, 2006. she joins sisters 
Ellie (8) and Lelia (4) and 
brother Dowd (5). 

Stewart '92 and Laura 
Benson Perry had a daughter, 
Anna Malai Perry, Jan. 3, 
2007, in Bangkok, Thailand. 
Brother Jake (3) is delighted  

with his sister. 
Melissa Motichek 

Matthews and husband 
George had a son, George 
Richard, Jan. 19, 2007, in 
Alexandria, VA. 

Dameron and Nancy 
Cotham Black had a daughter, 
Caroline Frances, Nov. 9, 
2006, in Atlanta. 

James and Debra Rudder 
Lohe married Oct. 7, 2006, 
in St. Louis, where they 
currently reside. 

Ann-Tyler Chote Konradi 
reports, "Brian and I 
live in Moscow, RUSSia, 
where Brian is practicing 
corporate law. We have 
three daughters: Rebecca 
(7), Elena Cate (4) and 
Alexandra (1)." 

After working with 
Rosenthal Retirement 
Planning, Jeff Carlton has 
accepted a new position with 
First Horizon Bank. 

1995  
Reporter: Sarah Sears-
Egeli 
703-971-9417 
sarahegeli@hotmail.com  

Bryant and Elizabeth 
Overholser Brabson had a 
daughter, Harper Olivia, 
Aug. 31, 2006, in Knoxville. 
Harper joins brother Max, 
who calls her "Harpoo." 

Matt and Leann Eggers 
Linam had a son, William 
Andrew, May 6, 2006, 
in Cincinnati. Sister 
Grace Caroline adores 
her "brudder" Drew. 
Leann writes, "I finished 
my pediatric radiology 
fellowship in July while on 
maternity leave. I started a 
position as assistant professor 
of radiology at Cincinnati 
Children's Hospital Aug. 1, 
2006." 

Kurt and Elizabeth Irvin 
Rossetti married Oct. 21,  

2006, in Atlanta. Anne 
Hardwick Hudson '97 and 
Betsy Beard were in the 
wedding party. The couple 
currently resides in San 
Francisco, where Elizabeth 
teaches seventh- and 
eighth-grade English at St. 
Matthew's Episcopal Day 
School. 

Trent Taylor and Jennifer 

Erkutwater had a second son, 
Nathaniel Taylor, Nov. 26, 
2006. 

Welch Suggs has been 
named an assistant to the 
president at the University 
of Georgia. He spoke at 
the University of Memphis 
in April on "Congress, 
Intercollegiate Athletics 
and Higher Education: Are 
College Sports a Tax-Exempt 
Enterprise or an Unrelated 
Business?" 

Donald and Stephanie 
Schulz Robertson had a son, 
Tyler Ford, May 1, 2006, in 
Memphis. Ashley (6) is a big 
help with her brother. 

Molly Crosby's book, 
The American Plague: The 
Untold Story of Yellow Fever, 
the Epidemic That Shaped 
Our History, has been 
nominated for the Southern 
Independent Book Award. 

1996 
Reporter: Jennifer Larson 

larsonj96@rhodes-alumni. 

net  
Jennifer Larson and her 

husband, David Wyckoff, 
celebrated the birth of their 
first child, William, April 
22, 2006, at the Robert 
E. Bush Naval Hospital 
in Twentynine Palms, CA. 
As Jennifer held William 
a few hours after he was 
born, the president of the 
United States touched down 
in a helicopter right outside 
the hospital. The family is 
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moving to Nashville this 
summer. 

Katherine Conti and 
Eduardo Nieuwenhuyzen, 
a native of Brazil, married 
Sept. 29, 2006, in St. Louis. 
After a six-month stint in 
Paris, Katherine now works 
in the Interiors Department 
at Arcturis, a commercial 
architectural design firm, 
and is pursuing a B.F.A. in 
interior design. 

Grace Louise Thompson 
was born April 1, 2007, 
to De and Jamee Lee 
Thompson. Big brother, 
DeWitt (4), and sister, 
Helen (2), are very excited. 

George '94 and Heather 
Green Talbot happily 
welcomed into the world 
their son, George Downie, 
Oct. 22, 2006 in Fairhope, 
AL, where Heather is a 
women's health nurse 
practitioner and George is 
a business reporter for the 
Mobile Register. 

Alejandra Briseno and her 
husband, Helge Alsleben, 
moved from Los Angeles 
to Ft. Worth, TX, in 2005, 
where Helge is an assistant 
professor of geology at Texas 
Christian University. They 
also welcomed a daughter, 
Amelia Isabel, Jan. 29, 2007. 
Alejandra has a contract 
position as a family life 
educator at the Parenting 
Center, a nonprofit agency. 

Michael and Mandy 
Griffith Oakes had a son, 
Austin Orend, Aug. 4, 2006. 
They live in Franklin, TN. 

Joy Al-Jazrawi and two 
partners have established 
an immigration law firm in 
Houston. 

Ron and Margaret Wright 
welcomed a daughter, Nicole 
Ann, Nov. 11, 2006. Nicole 
joins siblings Rebecca and 
Parker. The Wright family is 
also very excited and grateful 

to announce that Margaret's 
cancer is in remission and 
she is now a cancer survivor. 

Austin and Julie Johnston 
Lowder and Gray (2) 
welcomed Rosey May 26, 

2006. The Lowders still 
divide their time between 
Boca Grande, FL, and 
Bozeman, MT. 

Ian and Erin Pias Hines 
had a son, Owen Neil, Oct. 
22, 2006, in Chapel Hill, 
NC. Erin, a biologist with 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, is 
studying lactational 
exposure to environmental 
chemicals in a North 
Carolina human population 
as a pilot project with the 
National Children's Study. 

Mary Beth Bankson 
Walker completed her 
Ph.D. in higher education 
administration from the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi in December 
2006. 

John And Heather 
Plumb Rose announce the 
birth of a daughter, Sarah 
Michele, Jan. 22, 2007, in 
Birmingham, AL. John 
Daniel (3) is the proud big 
brother. 

Lane Gotten Faughnan 
reports, "I just reached my 
seventh anniversary at St. 
Jude, where I am the study 
coordinator for an exciting 
NIH study for infants with 
sickle cell disease. Brian '95 
is a partner at Adams and 
Reese in Memphis and likes 
working on legal ethics 
issues, among other things. 
During the remaining time, 
we stay busy chasing after 
Sophie (5) and Whit (2)." 

David and Meredith Neer 
Langie had a son, Holden 
William Rush, June 25, 
2006, in Denver. Holden 
joins sister Olivia Kenyon 
Burns. 

Shea Flinn was elected 
interim state senator by the 
Shelby County Commission 
to fill the seat vacated by 
now-U.S. Rep. Steve Cohen. 

Scott Brown has been 
named a shareholder at 
Maynard, Cooper & Gale in 
Birmingham, AL. 

Richard Kamm will 
finish his fellowship in 
pulmonary, critical care and 
sleep medicine in July at 
Louisiana State University 
Health Sciences Center in 
Shreveport, LA, where he 
served as chief fellow during 
the 2006-07 academic 
year. He will join a private 
practice group of pulmonary 
and critical care physicians 
in Shreveport, where he lives 
with his wife, Melinda, and 
daughter Sarah Rhiannon 
(2). 

David Overend and wife 
Wilson had a son, John 
Corbitt, Aug. 8, 2006, in 
Atlanta. 

Kevin and Abigail Cohan 
Sanders welcomed a son, 
Alexander Locke, Nov. 9, 
2006, in Pensacola, FL. Alex 
joins sister Eliza (2). 

Catherine Cuellar 
received the Texas Medical 
Association's 2007 Anson 
Jones, M.D. Certificate of 
Merit in the large-market 
radio division for her 
public radio report on the 
Central Dallas Ministries' 
Community Diabetes 
Education Program. 

Edward and Ginny Dowell 
Brundick announce the 
birth of a son, Edward 
Louis, March 28, 2007. 
Mary Olivia and Annie are 
very excited to have a little 
brother! 

1997 
10th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20 

Reporter: Leslie Beck 

Norman 
321 S. Watkins 
Memphis, TN 38104 
901-276-7529 
brettnles25@yahoo.com  

Please make plans now to 
come see everyone during 
our reunion weekend, Oct. 
19-20. I'm looking forward 
to great music, food and 
fellowship in Fisher Garden! 
There are special rates at 
many hotels around town 
through mid-September. 

Landon and Beth Bernard 
Mills welcomed Henry 
Landon, Dec. 18, 2006. 

Amy Brown works as a 
guardian ad litem (attorney 
for abused/neglected 
children) in Knoxville, TN. 

Shelley Lynn and 
Christopher Marlowe 
married June 10, 2006, in 
Peoria, IL. Shelley works as 
an assistant public defender 
in Miami, while Christopher 
has entered private practice 
handling personal injury, 
products liability and 
consumer class action 
litigation. 

Shelley Roberts McLay 
and husband Brent are 
enjoying their three children, 
identical twin daughters 
(1) and a son (4). Shelley 
is taking classes toward a 
master's degree in education 
while staying home with the 
kids. She plans to return to 
teaching when the girls start 
school. 

Suzie Wells Veillette is 
studying full time for a 
master's in nursing at the 
University of Maryland. 

Katie White, an assistant 
professor of psychology at 
the College of Charleston, 
married Jonathan Auger 
in 2005, and gave birth to 
Grayson Edward Auger Nov. 
10, 2006. 

Jamie Edrington is a 
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speech-language pathologist 
with Shelby County Schools 
and is working on her 
Ph.D. in speech-language 
pathology. 

Jimmie Gloriosa is head 
coach of the Jets football 
team in Plano, TX. 

Don '95 and Kristen 
High Keeney welcomed a 
son, William Coyte, July 
28, 2005. Since Will's birth, 
Kristen has been working as 
an in-patient physical and 
rehabilitation therapist. 

Mark and Beth Johnston 
Lessner had a daughter, 
Rebekah Robin, Nov. 25, 
2006, in Kansas City, MO. 

Mathew Kraus completed 
his chief residency in 
internal medicine at Bay 
State Medical Center in June 
2006 and joined Phillips 
Medical Group in Talbott, 
TN. Daughter Zoe Renee 
was born Jan. 12, 2005, and 
son Jackson Robert turned 5 
Feb. 15. 

Julie Bhattacharya Peak 
has been named a partner 
in the Nashville law firm 
of Ortale, Kelley, Herbert 
& Crawford. Julie, who 
joined the firm in 2001, 
practices civil litigation 
with a primary focus on 
medical malpractice defense, 
employment discrimination 
and commercial litigation. 

Mark Cheney notes, 
"Rebecca and I have two 
daughters: Britton (3) and 
Kaelyn (1). I continue to 
serve as teacher, coach 
and administrator at Faith 
Lutheran Jr./Sr. High School 
in Las Vegas. I recently had 
articles published in The 
Caleb Comment and the 
winter edition of Issues in 
Christian Education. In my 
free time, I am a first tee 
coach." 

Adrian Penalo and 
Jennifer Davis married 

March 31, 2007, in a 
beachside ceremony in 
Miami. They honeymooned 
on a seven-day cruise to 
the Eastern Caribbean and 
currently reside in Miami. 

1998 
Reporter: Amanda Grebe 
Tamburrino 
1805 Central Ave. 
Memphis, TN 38104 
901-278-1093 
tamburrino@rhodes.edu  

In May 2006, Jenny 
Clayton Schafer received a 
Ph.D. in cell biology from 
the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham. She and 
husband John '97 have since 
moved to Nashville, where 
Jenny is a postdoctoral 
research fellow at Vanderbilt 
University. 

Jason Bishop writes, "I 
successfully defended my 
dissertation on Dec. 8, 
2006, and have completed 
my doctor of musical arts 
degree in conducting at the 
University of Oklahoma. I 
have also accepted a full-
time faculty position as 
director of choral ensembles 
at Penn State Erie beginning 
in fall 2007." 

Doug and Kelly Crane 
Kennedy had a son, William 
Maxwell, Dec. 5, 2006, in 
Atlanta. 

Rob and Kendall Dinon 
Reass had a daughter, 
Sophia Artemisia, Sept. 23, 
2006, in St. Louis. Brother 
Jack is enjoying his little 
sister. 

Lara Harkins Pickerel and 
husband Jake welcomed a 
son, Vernon Parker, April 24, 
2006, in Atlanta. Lara is a 
senior manager at Accenture. 

Matt LaFevor finished 
his master's degree from la 
Universidad de las Americas 
in Puebla, Mexico, and is 

now pursuing a doctorate 
from the Department 
of Geography and the 
Environment at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 

Laura Goza Kutcher 
reports, "I am still teaching 
ninth-grade English at 
Jackson Academy. My 
husband, Michael, and I, 
along with Elizabeth Wells 
Cohelo and her husband, 
Marco, recently ran together 
in the Walt Disney World 
Marathon. This was a first 
full marathon for Michael 
and me." 

Michael Laney and Paula 
Chandler-Laney married 
Jan. 8, 2005, in Paula's 
hometown of Auckland, 
New Zealand. The couple 
welcomed a son, Sam, 
Aug. 9, 2006. Michael is 
an analyst at AT&T and 
president of the Birmingham 
Vulcans Rugby Football 
Club. Paula is a postdoctoral 
scholar in the Nutrition 
Sciences Department at the 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. 

Mason and Ellen Hoffman 
Grashot had a son, Robert 
Hoffman, Nov. 23, 2006, in 
Little Rock. 

In December 2006, Angie 
Wellford was promoted 
to manager in the audit 
practice at Frazier & Deeter 
in Atlanta. 

Matt Semko and his wife, 
Mandie, welcomed Wyatt 
Miller April 5, 2007. 

1999 
Reporter: Leigh Powell 
pow1a99@gmail.com  

Cori Smith, a seven-year 
congressional staffer now 
works as chief of staff for 
Indiana congressman Brad 
Ellsworth. 

Rob '93 and Emily Dodson 
Jarrett welcomed a daughter, 

Margaret "Maggie" Marshall, 
Jan. 30, 2007. Brother 
Wilkes also was excited 
by Maggie's arrival. Other 
alums in the family include 
Emily's parents, Frank '71 
and Cathie Yongue Dodson 

'72, and Rob's mother, 
Patricia Dunn Jarrett '65. 

Peter '00 and Laura Odom 
Matthews had a son, Pierce 
Whitman, Feb. 23, 2007, in 
Memphis. 

Matthew Zachary and 
Vanessa Lanceley Hauser 
married in Beaver Creek, 
CO, Sept. 16, 2006. Vanessa 
writes, "We postponed our 
honeymoon and traveled 
to Ireland so that my 
husband could work in The 
Ryder Cup. We recently 
purchased a house in the 
neigHBOrhood where I grew 

19 up. 
Matt Beck recently 

moved to Atlanta, where he 
continues to work for Utility 
Specialists Inc. 

In January, Allison 
Alderson DeMarcus cohosted 
the Miss America Pageant 
with Mario Lopez live from 
Las Vegas. She also served 
as a guest host on "CMT 
Insider" and in April, hosted 
the red carpet preshow for 
the Country Music Awards. 

Matt Breaux has moved 
to Denver, where he works 
as an associate for Dividend 
Capital. 

Christy McClatchey Gituku 
and her husband, Fredrick, 
welcomed their second child, 
Marjorie Waithera, Dec. 
28, 2006. Brother William 
celebrated his second 
birthday in February. The 
family resides in Atlanta. 

Roberts Elementary 
named Ashley Browning 

"Teacher of the Year." Ashley 
is in the running for 

"Teacher of the Year" for the 
entire Houston Independent 
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School District. 
Elizabeth Rozelle and 

Joey Borski married Jan. 13, 
2007, in Houston. Meredith 
Schember, Alison Barnwell, 
Alison Nathan, Jill Waldrip 
Davis and Holly Frederick 
Beck were members of the 
wedding party, and many 
other alums attended. 

Jeremy Kelton is living 
in Nashville, TN, but he 
travels extensively in search 
of new elements for his 
furniture designs. Jeremy 
has developed a faux-aging 
technique where he applies 
chemicals to exotic woods 
and shapes them into 
ergonomic furniture. 

Elana Karshmer has 
completed her master's 
degree in library and 
information science; she 
also holds a master's degree 
in English. She works as a 
reference librarian at Saint 
Leo University in Saint Leo, 
FL. 

After several months of 
work-related travel through 
Ghana, South Africa, 
Malawi, Botswana, Egypt 
and India, Leigh Powell 

left her job as editorial 
manager of Habitat for 
Humanity International and 
has relocated to Knoxville, 
where she works in the 
public relations office of the 
University of Tennessee. 

Darrell Brown is a junior 
partner at the law firm 
of Ronald L. Davis & 
Associates in Little Rock, 
AR. 

Ford Baxter and Lisa 

Roy Vox are relocating to 
St. Louis over the summer, 
where Ford will specialize 
in rehabilitation medicine at 
Washington University. 

2000 
Reporter: Richard Lum 
Richard_Lum@hotmail. 
corn 

Steve and Elizabeth Ahern 

Chatham had a daughter, 
Catherine Bradford, June 16, 
2006. 

Jason Javarone recently 
accepted a position as senior 
portfolio manager at the 
Stanford Group in Houston. 

Teal Baker writes, "I have 
recently taken a leave of 
absence from the Podesta 
Group in Washington, DC, 
to join the Barack Obama 
campaign in Chicago 
as director of surrogate 
scheduling. I am in charge 
of all the celebrities, 
politicians, industry leaders, 
etc. who support Sen. 
Obama's campaign and are 
willing to attend events and 
travel on his behalf." 

Matthew and Sarah 
Pollock Homeijer had a son, 
Silvanus (Silas) Grey, April 9, 
2007, in New York City. 

2001 
Reporter: Amanda Flaim 
amandaflaim@yahoo.com  

Brian and Amanda Brewer 

Johnson are now in Salt 
Lake City for Brian's three-
year residency program in 
internal medicine. Amanda 
is also employed by the 
University Hospital as 
a social worker in the 
Emergency Department. 
They work hard, but ski 
every chance they get. 

Bill and Lise Taylor 

Pascoli had a son, William 
(Will) Dalmar, Nov. 29, 
2006, in Chicago. 

John and Susan Hodges 
Powell married Dec. 16, 
2006, and currently reside 
in Columbia, SC. Rhodes 
alumnae in attendance 

\ ■ (-1(.. Elizabeth Hassinger 
McCoin, Ashley Diaz Mejias, 
Erin VanCteve Nolen And 
Erika Emerick Shapiro. 
Susan recently accepted 
a position as director of 
transformational gifts at 
Columbia College; she had 
been employed as director 
of development at Sandhills 
School. John is an architect 
with LTC Associates and 
specializes in church design. 

Clint '02 and Julia Garrett 
Randolph had a son, Wyatt 
Scott, May 5, 2006, in 
Baltimore. 

Todd and Mahonia Frantz 
Overbye had a son, Jonathan 
Drew, Jan. 17, 2007, in 
Cortez, CO. 

After teaching in Japan, 
Ana Perez did some traveling 
and is now living in Madrid, 
where she is earning her 
master's in sustainable 
development at EOI School 
of Business. She is also 
working at Ferrovial. 

Amanda Brewer Johnson 
moved to Salt Lake City 
in June 2006, where Brian 
is doing his residency in 
internal medicine at the 
University of Utah Medical 
Center. Amanda is a social 
worker in the hospital's 
Emergency Department. 

Matt and Sara Miles 
Wilson had a daughter, Mia 
Lee, March 19, 2007. 

Tim '02 and Kathryn 

Archibald Stakem welcomed 
a daughter, Charlotte Louisa, 
April 7, 2007, in Memphis. 

2002 
5th Reunion 
Homecoming: Oct. 19-20 
Reporter: John Ramsey 
jtramsey@rhodes-alumni. 
net  

Lauren Helm Dwyer has 
accepted a position as a 
behavioral social worker at 

Genesis Specialty Hospital's 
Geriatric-Psych Unit in New 
Orleans. 

Kyle Hassell finished 
the two-year management 
trainee program with 
Lufthansa German Airlines 
in August 2006 and now 
works in its North American 
corporate headquarters on 
Long Island, NY. 

Attorney Anna Smith 
is now an associate in the 
business litigation group at 
King Spalding in Atlanta. 

Kristin Barbee is 
completing a degree in 
international training and 
education at American 
University in Washington, 
DC. 

In December 2005, 
Brooke Doran moved to 
Denver to become a certified 
veterinary technician at the 
Bel-Rea Institute. 

Jo Winfrey received 
a M.A.T. in secondary 
education from Belmont 
University in December 
2006. 

After graduating in May 
2006 from the University 
of Michigan School of 
Dentistry, Suzanne Fournier 

is a resident in pediatric 
dentistry at the University of 
Florida. 

Lisa Bloom Higgins is 
four years into getting her 
Ph.D. in English literature at 
the University of Maryland. 
Husband Chris has a new 
position as manager of 
market analysis and strategy 
at European Aeronautic 
Defence and Space North 
America. 

Jenna Zouzelka is director 
of marketing for a land 
development firm in San 
Antonio, TX. She completed 
a M.A. in communication 
studies at St. Mary's 
University in May 2006. 

Jeff and Allison Evans 
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Laura Hinson currently 
lives in New York City, 
where she works at an 
interior design firm. 

Tara Kim is pursuing her 
MBA at the University of 
Florida. 

Matt Capitanio recently 
returned from South Africa 
after aiding in research 
concerning black rhino 
serum testing in conjunction 
with the Memphis Zoo and 
South Africa National Parks, 
Kruger. He is in his fourth 
semester at Ross University 
School of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

After three years working 
in communications for 
former Senate Majority 
Leader Bill Frist in 
Washington, DC, Chuck 
Harper accepted a job as 
deputy press secretary for 
Tennessee Sen. Bob Corker. 

On May 13, Anna Kizer 
graduated with honors 
from Norman Adrian 
Wiggins School of Law in 
North Carolina. Rosemary 
Rogers and Jackie Dion '02 
attended. Anna will spend 
the summer studying for 
the North Carolina bar 
exam and then begin work 
in September in the civil 
litigation section of the 
Wyrick Robbins Yates & 
Ponton firm in Raleigh. 

On May 25, Crescent 
Rowell received her Pharm. 
D. from the University 
of Tennessee College 
of Pharmacy, where 
she plans to complete a 
Ph.D. in health science 
administration with a focus 
in pharmacoeconomics. 

Jasmine Crockett is an 
associate attorney at Haltom 
& Doan in Texarkana. 

Lauren Copper DeMoss 
has joined the Birmingham, 
AL, law firm of Maynard, 
Cooper and Gale as an 

Class Notes 
Bolton welcomed a son, 
Cooper Jeffrey, Jan. 9, 2007, 
in Philadelphia. 

Robert Campbell and 
Elizabeth Giovanetti 
married in August 2005. 

"We recently returned from 
a six-month trip through 
Central America," he 
writes. "We currently live 
in Syracuse, NY, but could 
be moving in fall 2007 as 
I begin a master's in public 
policy. Meanwhile, Liz 
continues her career as a 
dietitian at the Food Bank 
of Central New York." 

Julie Mediamolle recently 
passed the Texas bar. 

Heather Kemp writes, "I 
have recently gotten out of 
the Army and moved to 
Virginia Beach, VA, to attend 
graduate school at Regent 
University; I'm in the clinical 
psychology Psy.D. program." 

Leigh Taylor White has 
joined the Memphis law firm 
of Glankler Brown as an 
associate. Leigh concentrates 
her practice in civil and 
criminal litigation. 

Mark and Jill Doshier 
Meyer married July 29, 2006, 
in Dallas. Mandy Fisher 
Moore, Christina Randall, 
Shaunna Torrance '94 and 
Shaunna's husband Chad 
Mason attended. The couple 
honeymooned in Hawaii. Jill 
is in law school at Southern 
Methodist University. 

Megan Bromert has 
completed her master's in 
international studies from 
the International Studies 
Institute at the University of 
Chile. 

John Ramsey and Anna 
Mengden married Aug. 12, 
2006. John remains an 
attorney in Austin while 
pursuing a career in stand-
up comedy. Recently, he was 
chosen to perform in the 

"HBO Comedy Festival" and  

will also appear this summer 
on Comedy Central's "Live 
at Gotham." Anna Smith and 
Stephen Ogden '05 attended 
the taping in New York City. 

Rachel Wright is the 
community manager of 
SoulsvilleUSA, where she 
has worked since graduation. 
She completed her master's 
degree in anthropology at 
the University of Memphis 
in May, and plans to pursue 
a Ph.D. 

2003  
Reporter: Kim Kirkpatrick 
kirkpatrick_k@yahoo.com  

Lauren Kwedar has been 
named vice president and 
second-in-command of 
Paige Hendricks Public 
Relations in Dallas. 

Melinda Phillips was 
recently promoted to alumni 
program coordinator for 
Owen Graduate School of 
Management at Vanderbilt 
University. 

Thomas and Kelley Savage 
Morel married Dec. 3, 2005, 
in Savannah, GA. They 
both received degrees from 
LSU School of Medicine in 
May. 

Thomas and Kyle Cutright 
Ahern married Dec. 16, 
2006, in Chattanooga, 
TN. Anne Hughes and 
Jessie Flanders '04 were 
members of the bridal 
party. Other Rhodes alumni 
attending included Kate 
Strother, Carrie Eaker, Laura 
Bishop and Kyle RUSS 

'04. The couple resides in 
Birmingham. 

JP Karoly passed the July 
2006 Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey bar exams. 

Trevor and Meredith 
Lancaster Galligan married 
March 3, 2007, at Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church in 
Memphis. Many Rhodes  

alumni attended. The 
Galligans honeymooned 
in Mexico and now live in 
midtown Memphis. 

Steven and Lindsay 
Levine Rouse married Oct. 
7, 2006, at Immaculate 
Conception Church in 
New Orleans. Numerous 
Rhodes alumni attended. 
After honeymooning in 
the Bahamas, the couple 
currently resides in San 
Antonio, where Lindsay is 
a first-grade teacher and 
Steven is an attorney. 

At Harvard University, 
Carson Weitnauer was 
recently promoted from 
campus staff to associate 
area director for InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship. 
According to Carson, "I 
will be overseeing the staff 
teams associated with 
Harvard-Radcliffe Christian 
Fellowship and Harvard-
Radcliffe Asian-American 
Christian Fellowship." 

Rachel Chaney is 
currently working as a court 
interpreter in the Kentucky 
court system. She plans 
to begin work on her J.D. 
at the Brandeis School of 
Law at the University of 
Louisville. 

Grace Williams will return 
to Memphis in July to serve 
as a program director for 
Teach For America. 

Brad and Ali McCracken 

Stoner married Nov. 18, 
2006, in Paducah, KY. 
Rhodes alumni in the 
wedding party included 
Anne Barrow, Elaine 
DelahoUSSaye Hardie, 
Paul Koshgerian, Melissa 
McCracken '98, Lydia Murray 

'03 and Todd Stoner '01. I lie 
couple resides in Atlanta, 
where Brad is a CPA with 
Ernst & Young and Ali is 
the marketing manager for 
The Atlanta Opera. 
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associate in its employee 
benefits and executive 
compensation group. 

Sarah May Wilmsmeyer 
received a master of medical 
science degree from St. 
Louis University in 2006, 
and now works in internal 
medicine and rheumatology 
at Clayton Medical 
Associates in St. Louis. 

Carey and Anna Seal 
Guidry married March 17, 
2007, at Houmas House 
Plantation near Baton Rouge, 
LA. Bridesmaids included 
Marian Butcher and Lauren 

Kwedar. After graduation 
from LSU Medical School 
in Shreveport, LA, next 
year, the couple will move 
to Little Rock, AR, for 
residency training in 
pediatrics and radiology. 

Grant and Michelle Eacret 
Garner had a daughter. 
Alexis Gabrielle, April 20, 
2007. 

2004   
Reporter: Kyle RUSS 
ckylerUSS@yahoo.com  

Rebecca Marshall received 
a M.Ed. in early childhood 
education from Oklahoma 
City University in December. 
She received high honors 
and served as a member of 
the Phi Kappa Phi Honor 
Society. 

First Lieutenant Neal 
McGough has served with 
the 82nd Airborne Division 
in Kandahar, Afghanistan, 
since January 2007. 

According to Daniel Head, 
"I've had the best years of 
my life since graduation. I 
spent 12 months on my 
Watson project, traveling 
in five continents, running 
marathons and writing a bit 
about my experiences. I then 
moved to Sydney, Australia, 
for six months to find a 

job, but ended up back in 
the States. Before finding a 
job here in Washington, I 
did some more traveling to 
Spain to learn Spanish; Italy 
for Elaine Odle's wedding; 
and back to Egypt for 
another friend's wedding, 
all the while interning at 
the Australian Embassy. I 
work at a DC law firm doing 
international trade research." 

Wedding bells, wedding 
bells—everyone is going 
to the chapel. Aly Morris 

Vat& and Tony Vahle, an 
Air Force pilot, married 
in Memphis and enjoyed 
a honeymoon in Tahiti. 
Rhodes alumni attending 
the wedding included Sara 
and Josh Sadler, Meredith 
Patterson Rusthoven, Sezen 

Oygar, Jennifer Hendrix, 

Megan Jessee, Kelley McKay 

and Mike Wisniowski. 

Michael Roach and 
Stephanie Oaks '02 married 
in Nashville in April. Several 
of Michael's ATO pledge 
brothers attended, including 
Marcus Cox, Matt Layman, 
Jordan Smith and C. Kyle 
RUSS. 

Peter Igoe was accepted 
into LSU's dentistry program, 
and he and his wife, Allyson, 
are moving to New Orleans 
this summer. Also at the 
Roach wedding, Susan 
Radcliff is still enjoying her 
life in Santa Fe. Recently, 
two of her welding projects 
were juried into a major art 
exhibition. John Gordon is 
still living the dream in LA 
and has had some successful 
commercial auditions. Matt 
Wegg man completed his 
master's in economics from 
Texas A&M and has since 
moved to St. Louis. Matt 
spent the better part of last 
year training for his first 
marathon and in March, 
finished well ahead of his 

goal. 
Then there's the law 

school crowd. Stephan 
Horbelt is busy studying 
for the California bar, and 
Emily Costarides finished 
her second year at Emory 
with flying colors. Emily's 
best friend, Sezen Oygar, 
completed her M.B.A. and is 
now in her third year of law 
school. 

Katie Walsh also 
finished her first year at 
the University of Memphis. 
Emily Goodman was 
recently accepted to several 
distinguished law schools 
for fall 2007. John Decker 
has finished his second year 
at the Charleston School of 
Law and will be a summer 
associate at Hinchey, Murray 
& Pagliarini in Charleston. 
Additionally, Jonathan 

Staton received his J.D. 
from University of Missouri 
Kansas City School of Law 
in May 2007. 

Emily Sotille recently 
returned from India, where 
she spent a month studying 
yoga at SVYASA, a university 
just outside of Bangalore, 
in order to become an 
instructor. 

Sam New has completed 
his first year of business 
school at George 
Washington: "I signed with 
Raytheon and am relocating 
to Boston this summer for 
training and an internship 
at its plant in Marlborough, 
MA." 

Palmer Snodgrass is 
in Pensacola undergoing 
advanced helicopter training 
and hopes to be designated 
as a naval aviator. 

Leslie Patterson is 
currently on the brink 
of starting her third year 
of optometry school in 
Chicago. 

Sarah Margaret Bridwell 

is finishing her master's in 
French at Vanderbilt. She 
will teach upper-school 
French at Ashley Hall, a 
private girls' school in 
Charleston, SC. 

Jennifer Sirmon has 
finished her year as the 
administrative resident 
at Vanderbilt Children's 
Hospital. She plans to 
earn her M.B.A. in health 
administration from the 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. 

Lauren Ferrera is living in 
Memphis and working in 
sales. Megan Pollock Hulgan 

is in Memphis as well. She is 
still with Youth Villages and 
is near completion of her 
master's. 

Bailey Nichols is living 
in Glen Carbon, IL. She 
received her B.S.N. in 
nursing last August and 
is a nurse in the pediatric 
ICU at Cardinal Glennon 
Children's Hospital in St 
Louis. Bailey is looking into 
going back to school for 
her master's as soon as this 
August. 

Last but not least, Jon 
David Willingham joined 
Bear Stearns in New York 
as an associate in public 
finance. 

That's about it. I started a 
new position with Goldman 
Sachs here in D.C. and get 
to travel a fair amount. As 
always, be well, do good and 
keep in touch. 

-ckyle 

2005 
Reporters: Brandon 
Couillard 
brandon.couillard@gmail. 
corn 
Molly Fitzpatrick 
mhfitzll@hotmail.com  

Elizabeth Maxey accepted 
a position as a financial 
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Class Notes 
analyst at Vanderbilt 
University Medical in 
December 2006. She is 
applying to graduate school 
to get her M.B.A. and has 
purchased a townhouse in 
Nashville. 

Before attending law 
school at Loyola University 
this fall, Jake Nemer plans to 
spend the summer learning 
about Cuba and havin' some 
food. 

Matt Beckmann is doing 
the W./M.B.A. program at 
St. Louis University. 

Brian London lives in 
midtown Memphis and 
works at GTX Inc., a biotech 
company that specializes in 
men's health issues. 

Katie Cian and Jackie 
Ruick work in Memphis and 
live together in a house in 
Central Gardens. 

Marisa Adams plans to 
attend Vanderbilt University 
in the fall. She has been 
accepted to the accelerated 
master's in nursing program. 

Carrie Wieners completed 
her M.A. in museum studies 
at Baylor University in 
May and plans to move to 
Plantation, FL, to work as 
the curatorial assistant at 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki museum 
for the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

In May, Caroline Bishop 
received a M.A. in classical 
studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania. She plans to 
pursue her Ph.D. 

Molly Chapman spent the 
past year teaching English in 
Japan on the JET program. 
Since returning to the States 
last August, she has been 
teaching first and second 
grade in a Montessori school 
in North Carolina and 
coaching high-school field 
hockey. 

Travis Williams spent a 

year in Thailand teaching 

English, math and history 
to Thai children. He is now 
living in Chicago, working 
as a freelance production 
designer and first assistant 
director for independent 
films. 

Tripp Hullender is now the 
assistant branch manager 
at the Poplar Laurelwood 
location of Regions Bank. 
Tripp still resides in 
downtown Memphis and 
enjoys playing on an adult 
men's soccer team. 

Elizabeth Campbell and 
Benjamin Woodley married 
April 21, 2007, in St. Louis. 
Bridesmaids included Lucie 
Watkins and Erin Lawton. 
Also attending wer• Ashley 
McCallen Bell. Kristen Bach 

Smithson. Heidi Rademacher 

and Halley Hopper David. 

Evan Chase has been in 
Japan for the last 20 months 
teaching at elementary 
and middle schools in the 
countryside. He returns in 
July. 

Drew Shores graduated 
from Duke Electrical 
Engineering Graduate 
School in December 2006, 
and then took a job as 
a systems engineer with 
Rockwell Collins in Cedar 
Rapids, IA. He enjoys 
coming back to Rhodes to 
visit his younger sister, Lucy 

'08. 
Zach Harris is in the 

second year of the art 
history Ph.D. program at 
the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. 

Stephanie Norris and 
Scott Lockwood married 
Jan. 6, 2007, in Monroe, LA. 
She will receive a master's in 
food science from LSU this 
August and looks forward to 
a job in food quality/safety. 

Brenna Ragghianti has 
returned to Memphis, where 
she is working for the 

Women's Foundation for a 
Greater Memphis. She plans 
to pursue a master's degree 
in public administration 
with a focus in nonprofit 
work at the University of 
Memphis. 

Meredith Guillot has 
finished her two years 
with Teach For America, 
teaching middle-school 
special-ed students in rural 
North Carolina. "This 
summer I will be moving 
to Philadelphia. I was given 
a fellowship to attend the 
University of Pennsylvania's 
master's in government 
administration program, 
where I will focus my studies 
on nonprofit administration 
and leadership." 

Taylor Driskill is living in 
his hometown of Atlanta 
and working as a musical 
theater performer. Taylor, 
who has performed in more 
than 10 shows in Atlanta 
since graduation, plans to 
pursue his musical theater 
career in Chicago or New 
York City in the near future. 

Finally, Brandon Couillard 

accepted a job with Bank 
of America Securities in 
New York City and will be 
working with fellow Rhodes 
College alum Jon Wood '02 
in equity research. 

2006 
Reporter: Nicole Vasquez 
nicolev@rhodes-alumni. 
net  

Charles and Krystal 

Bradshaw White '08 had 
daughter, Gwendolyn Mae, 
Jan. 10, 2007. 

Lauren Warfield and 
Jason Jenkins '05 married 
in Memphis Dec. 16, 
2006. Groomsmen and 
bridesmaids included 
Clifton Bryant '05. Kimberly 

Beydler '07 A1(1 Lynsey 

Major '07. They are now 
living in Pasadena, CA, 
where Jason is pursuing a 
master of divinity at Fuller 
Theological Seminary. 

Patrick Rhamey and Katie 

Ackerman married Dec. 
31, 2006, in Kerrville, TX. 
Allison Cox served as maid of 
honor, and Colleen Forsyth 

'07 and Katie Yoder \\ 

bridesmaids. Samad  Samana 

'07. John Lesikar '07. Dane 

Wendell and David Hanson 
were groomsmen. Patrick 
and Katie are now living in 
Athens, GA, where Patrick is 
attending the University of 
Georgia pursuing a M.A. in 
political science. 

Tim Robinson is living in 
Bentonville, AR, working in 
the Internal Audit Division 
of Wal-Mart Stores Inc. 
headquarters' Finance 
Department. He is also 
obtaining his real estate 
license. 

Ryan and Becky Saleska 

Wolfe married last June in 
St. Louis. Ashley Crosland. 

Carrie Osborne. Anna Ivey, 

Kate Sinder '07 and Andy 

Greer '07 participated in the 
wedding. The couple lives 
in Los Angeles, where Becky 
teaches sixth-grade math 
and science for Teach for 
America. 

Christina LaPrease is 

pursuing her M.F.A. in 
poetry at Columbia 
University's School of the 
Arts. She is also a student 
teacher at Wadleigh High 
School in Harlem and works 
at the Academy of American 
Poets. 

Carrie Osborne teaches 
first grade at Fredrick 
Elementary in Baltimore 
through Teach for America. 

Danielle Mashburn is 

currently serving in the Peace 
Corp in southern Kyrgyzstan 
in the village of Beshikjon, 
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population 5,000. Since July 
2006, she has been teaching 
English to middle- and high-
school students. 

Colleen Forsyth has 
completed her first year of 
medical school at Edward 
Via Virginia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine in 
Blacksburg, VA. 

Andrew Willey, currently 
working on a master's 
degree at the University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities, is 
also a teaching assistant in 

the Department of Classical 
and Near Eastern Studies. 

Katie Bonds and Jason 
Tuton married April 7, 2007, 
in Jackson, MS. 

Laura Caroline Johnson is 

interning in the curatorial 
department of the 
Smithsonian American Art 
Museum in Washington, DC. 

Harris Golden teaches 
12th-grade English in the 
Mississippi Delta through 
Teach for America. 

Kimberly Finnell is an 

associate sales representative 
for Smith & Nephew. 

Emily Davis works as the 
advancement coordinator 
for The Langley School in 
McLean, VA, a private pre-K 
through eighth-grade school. 
She directs the annual fund, 
special events and fundraiser 
planning. 

Meghan Davis is working 
on her master of science 
in biotechnology at 
Georgetown University. 

Nicole Vazquez is pursuing 

a performing career in 
Houston. She recently was 
cast as the Fortune Teller in 
the musical "Side Show" and 
sings with Epiphany Church, 
Cantare Houston and the 
Houston Symphony Chorus. 
She is also a diamond 
consultant with Robbins 
Brothers. 

In Memoriam 
'29 David William Kennedy 

of Alexandria, LA, Feb. 16, 
2007. A member of Noel 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport, he 
served in World War II as 
a captain in the Medical 
Corps in Europe and as a 
unit oxygen officer with 
the Army Air Forces. He 
retired from the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in 
Shreveport after several years 
of private practice. He leaves 
his wife of 71 years, Nell 
Reynolds Kennedy, and two 
nephews. 

'31 Virginia Mercere 

Collins of Memphis, March 
26, 2007. The widow 
of Harold Breckenridge 
Collins, she was a lifelong 
communicant of the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception and a member 
of the Le Bonheur Club, 
Brooks Museum League 
and Madonna Circle. She 
leaves a daughter, a son, six 
grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren. 

'32 William F. Frazier Sr. of 
Billings, MT, April 7, 2007. 
A lifelong Presbyterian, he 
worked for Commercial 
Credit Co. until World 
War II, when he joined 
the United States Navy. 

After the war, he returned 
to Alabama and built a 
business with his brother 
in insurance, real estate 
and property management 
until his retirement in 1975. 
A community leader and 
recipient of many local and 
national civic awards, he 
leaves his wife of 63 years, 
Gladys, and his son, Bill '69. 

'33 Ione Wall Brown of 
Memphis Dec. 9, 2006. A 
classically-trained pianist, 
she served on the board 
of the Mary Galloway 
Home and was active in 
Le Bonheur Children's 
Medical Center when the 
hospital was being planned 
and built. Active in Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church; she 
served as a circle leader 
and Sunday school teacher. 
She leaves her husband, 
Worthington "Crip" 
Brown; two sons; and two 
grandsons. 

'34 Martha Reeves Costen 

Fortinberry of Water 
Valley, MS, March 18, 
2005. The widow of Toxey 
T. Fortinberry, she was a 
member of the First Baptist 
Church of Water Valley and 
the Eastern Star and was a 
former Mrs. Water Valley. 
She leaves seven daughters, 
two sons, 15 grandchildren 

and 11 great-grandchildren. 
'34 Louise Barbee 

Hightower of Cordova, TN, 
Sept. 12, 2003. The widow 
of George D. Hightower 
Jr., she was a member of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Salle Fite Circle 
and teacher of the Margaret 
Carlisle Sunday school 
class at the First Baptist 
Church in Grenada. She 
played the organ at Webb 
Baptist Church, where she 
was a former member, and 
formerly operated Webb 
Drugstore. She leaves a 
daughter, a son and two 
grandchildren. 

'35 Thomas Shelton Jones 

of Starkville, MS, Jan. 
22, 2007. The founder of 
Thomas Shelton Jones and 
Associates, AIA, Architects 
and Engineers, he served 
as an elder and Sunday 
school teacher at First 
Presbyterian Church and 
was an active member of 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
of Starkville. He also served 
on the Presbyterian Board 
of World Missions and as 
president of the Starkville 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the Rotary Club. He 
worked with the Boy 
Scouts of America and 
was recognized with the 

Silver Beaver Award for his 
service. He was treasurer of 
the Mississippi Economic 
Council from 1973-1974 
and a director for a number 
of years. During World War 
II, he served as a master 
sergeant attached to the 332 
Engineering Regiment in 
the European Theater. The 
widower of Kitty Atkinson 
Jones, he leaves a brother, 
Jameson Miller Jones '36; 
two daughters, Kit Jones 
McDonald '69 and Maria 
Jones Prather '73; one son; 
seven grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. 

'35 Charles R. Sherman of 
Memphis, Dec. 17, 2006. 
An attorney and retired 
president of Leader Federal 
Savings & Loan Assn., he 
served as regional officer of 
the Home Owners Loan 
Corporation in the Memphis 
office. A life trustee of 
Rhodes, he was a member 
or president of numerous 
organizations, including 
the United Way of Greater 
Memphis, of which he was 
a past president and life 
trustee. During World War 
II, he served as an artillery 
officer in the European 
Theater attached to the 
102nd Infantry Division 
and was awarded the Bronze 

rhodes.edu 	 SUMMER 2007 • RHODES 	63 



member of First Evangelical 
Church. In addition to his 
wife, he leaves a daughter, a 
son, seven grandchildren, 
three great-grandchildren 
and a brother, Dr. Julian C. 
Nall '43. 

'36 Claudine Davis Russell 

of Memphis, Dec. 17, 
2005. She was a member 
of St. John's Episcopal 
Church for 60 years and 
the widow of Blake N. 
RUSSell, to whom she was 
married for 41 years. She 
was a member of the Little 
Glass Club, Little Book 
Club, English Speaking 
Union, Dixon Gallery and 
Daughters of the King. She 
leaves two daughters, two 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. 

'37 Beverly Boothe 

Kelly of Memphis, April 
4, 2006. She was a member 
of Evergreen Presbyterian 
Church and the King's 
Daughters of Memphis. She 
leaves her husband of 68 
years, Jack B. Kelly '34; 
two sons, including Jack 
B. Kelly III '62; a sister, 
Sarah Boothe White '39; six 
grandchildren and two great-
grandsons. 

'37 Frances Flournoy 

Murrell of Memphis, Dec. 
23, 2006. A longtime fifth-
grade teacher at Idlewild 
School, she was employed by 
AT&T in the 1940s and later 
by Memphis City Schools. 
A long-standing member of 
Grace-St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church, she leaves a son, a 
daughter, four grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. 

'37 Dorothy Ferguson 

Slater of Memphis, April 11, 
2006. She was a member of 
the Lenna P. Hart Circle of 
The Kings Daughters and 
an active member of Second 
Presbyterian Church. The 
widow of John Wiley Slater, 

she leaves two sons and two 
grandchildren. 

'39 Stephen R. Frazier of 
Ormond Beach, FL, Dec. 
9, 2006. A retired director 
of the State of Florida 
Alcoholic Rehabilitation 
Clinic in Miami, he was a 
retired Navy captain and 
former teacher of celestial 
navigation for the U.S. 
Power Squadron. He leaves 
his companion of 25 years, 
Joanne Sprankle. 

'39 Margaret Brachey 

Smith of LaGrange, IL, 
Sept. 27, 2006. She and 
her husband, W. Marian 
Smith, were longtime 
partners with his sister and 
brother-in-law in Best Way 
Laundry Services. She was 
active in the Garden Club 
of La Grange, Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church, PEO and 
the Tucson Quilters' Guild. 
She leaves her husband of 
67 years, three children, six 
grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. 

'39 Louise "Lettie" Lowery 

Williams of Biloxi, MS, 
March 30, 2007. She was a 
homemaker, piano teacher 
and Girl Scout volunteer, as 
well as a member of Bellevue 
Baptist Church in Memphis 
for more than 50 years. She 
moved to Biloxi in 1989 
and spent her later years in 
North Carolina. The widow 
of Guy Tailaferro Williams, 
she leaves two daughters; 
five grandchildren; a great-
grandson; and a sister, 
Virginia Myers '42. 

'40 Nan Bloodworth Bailey 

of Memphis, April 8, 2007. 
She leaves her husband of 
62 years, William V. Bailey; 
three daughters; and seven 
grandchildren. She was a 
member of First Evangelical 
Church and later, First 
Assembly of Cordova. 

'40 Venn Allison Furr of 

Marks, MS, Jan. 21, 2007. 
The retired owner of Furr's 
Hardware and a prominent 
Quitman County farmer, 
he was a member and elder 
at Marks Presbyterian 
Church. A World War II 
Navy veteran and a former 
alderman for the city of 
Marks, he leaves two sisters. 

'40 Hubert King Turley 

of Memphis, March 17, 
2007. A urologist, he 
served in World War II in 
the Army Medical Corps, 
retiring as captain. He spent 
many years as an associate 
professor at the University 
of Tennessee, taught 
Sunday school and served 
as a deacon at Evergreen 
Presbyterian Church. He 
leaves his wife of 62 years, 
Agnes Ming Turley '44; four 
children; six grandchildren; 
and two great-grandchildren. 

'41 Henry Lewis Boothe 

of Memphis, Aug. 11, 2006. 
He worked for many years as 
a sales engineer for Fischer 
Steel Corp. He served in 
the U.S. Navy in World 
War II and Korea and in 
the Naval Reserve, retiring 
with the rank of captain 
after 22 years of total 
service. Following an active 
membership at Evergreen 
Presbyterian Church, he was 
a founding member of Shady 
Grove Presbyterian Church, 
where he was an elder, 
Sunday school teacher and 
chairman of the church's 
25th anniversary celebration. 
He also volunteered for the 
Boy Scouts. He leaves his 
wife of 63 years, Mary P. 
Boothe; a son; a daughter, 
Margaret Boothe Paydar '69; 
two granddaughters; and his 
sister, Sarah Boothe White 

'39. 

'42 Elizabeth N. Douglas 

of Bethesda, MD, Feb. 
22, 2005. She leaves 

Class Notes 
Star. An elder of the Second 
Presbyterian Church and 
chairman of the Board of 
Deacons, he leaves his wife, 
Rebecca. 

'35 Walker Marshall 

Turner of Englewood, CO, 
March 29, 2005. A general 
surgeon, he served as chief 
of staff of Western Baptist 
Hospital in Paducah, KY. 
He was a member of several 
professional organizations, 
and served in the U.S. Army 
Medical Corps during 
World War II, attaining the 
rank of captain. He was a 
member of First Presbyterian 
Church, serving as both 
deacon and elder. He leaves 
his wife of 67 years, Mary 
Lalla Byrn; five children; 11 
grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren. 

'36 Edmond C. Hutchinson 

of Kensington, MD, Feb. 
21, 2006. Following a long 
civil service career, he was 
appointed by President 
Kennedy as USAID assistant 
administrator for Africa. 
He was the longest-term 
member of the Warner 
Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Kensington. He 
leaves two sons and several 
grandchildren. 

'36 Henry Clay Nall III 

of Memphis, March 31, 
2007. The husband of Jane 
Weaver Nall for 63 years, he 
was associated in business 
with his father in the H.C. 
Nall Cotton Company for 
more than 30 years. During 
World War II, he served as 
an Army first lieutenant 
in the Chemical Warfare 
Corps; later, he was with 
the Army Reserve Corps 
and retired as a major. He 
was a member of Calvary 
Episcopal Church for 40 
years, one of the founders 
of Independent Presbyterian 
Church and a longtime 
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her husband, George R. 
Douglas Jr.; three sons; 
two daughters; and 12 
grandchildren. 

'42 Mary Ware Mueller of 

Collierville, TN, December 
2006. She was an air traffic 
controller during World War 
II and a published author. 
She was instrumental 
in the founding of the 
Germantown Charity 
Horse Show, Oak Grove 
Hunt Club, Longreen 
Foxhounds and the West 
Tennessee Pony Club. She 
taught at Lausanne School 
and St. George's School. A 
member of St. Andrew's 
Episcopal Church, Shelby 
East Garden Club, Bridge 
Club, Contemporary Club 
and Friends of the Library, 
she leaves her husband of 63 
years, Bart Mueller; three 
children, including Pinke 
'66: and five grandchildren. 

'42 Katherine Goldberger 

Springer of New Orleans, 
June 1, 2006. The wife of 
W.L. "Bill" Springer for 63 
years, she was a member of 
Temple Sinai and active in 
a number of cultural and 
charitable organizations. 

'43 Earl Stevenson Jr. of 
Smyrna, GA, March 4, 
2003. He served in the U.S. 
Army from 1944 to 1945 
and was cofounder of Miller, 
Stevenson & Steinichen 
(later Stevenson & Palmer 
Engineering Inc). He spent 
most of his adult life as a 
civil/consultant to municipal 
and county governments 
throughout Georgia. The 
widower of Sue Roberts 
Stevenson, he leaves a son, a 
daughter, two grandchildren 
and a brother. 

'45 Anne Howard Bailey of 
Hollywood Hills, CA, Nov. 
24, 2006. A writer who won 
Emmy awards for the opera 

"The Trial of Mary Lincoln" 

and the daytime television 
program "Santa Barbara," 
she also wrote for several 
dramatic anthology series, 
including NBC's "Armstrong 
Circle Theatre." In 1974, she 
created "How To Survive 
a Marriage," NBC daytime 
program. She also served 
as head writer on "General 
Hospital" and "Days of Our 
Lives" in the 1980s. 

'45 Archie Hilliary Turner 

Jr. of Santa Rosa, CA, Dec. 
4, 2006. An avid dancer 
who also enjoyed opera, 
live plays, museums and 
art galleries, he leaves his 
wife of six years, Antoinette, 
three daughters and three 
grandchildren. He was the 
widower of Virginia Turner 

'46 Mary Jane Howell 

Hargraves of Alabaster, AL, 
Nov. 28, 2006. Retired 
from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield and a member of 
Kingwood Assembly of 
God, she leaves her husband, 
Solomon S. Hargraves, two 
sons, a daughter and a 
granddaughter. 

'46 William J. McFadden 

of Atlanta, Aug. 11, 2006. 
A U.S. Navy and World 
War II veteran, he retired 
as a civil engineer from 
the U.S. government and 
was a member of North 
Avenue Presbyterian Church. 
He leaves his wife, Jean 
Haynes McFadden; a son; 
a brother; two sisters; six 
grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren. 

'46 Lucy Gerald Moak 

of Richton, MS, March 6, 
2007. She taught French 
and English in the Richton 
Public Schools for more 
than 25 years. She was a 
member of the Richton 
United Methodist Church 
and the Women's Club of 
Richton, which she served 
as president, and the board 

of the Richton branch of the 
Pine Forest Regional Library. 
She leaves her husband of 60 
years, William Edwin Moak; 
a daughter; a son; four 
grandchildren: and a sister. 

'46 Stanley Hamilton 

Trezevant Jr. of Memphis, 
March 19, 2007. A trained 
Navy fighter pilot and 
lieutenant, he began his 
60 plus-year career as a 
home builder and partner 
in Trezevant Mortgage 
Co. before becoming a 
commercial developer. He 
was an active member at 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
where he led Life Focus 
and was an elder. He was 
also an active member in 

the Memphis Area Board 
of Realtors for more than 
50 years. He leaves two 
sons, one daughter, five 
grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. 

'47 Roberta "Beta" Sevier 
Gandy of Tallulah, LA, Jan. 
8, 2006. She was a retired 
assistant librarian of the 
Madison Parish Library and 
a member of the Tallulah 
Presbyterian Church. The 
widow of Robert Wyly 

"Bo" Gandy Jr., she leaves a 
brother. 

'47 Laverne Lazarov 

Siskin of Memphis, Feb. 
14, 2007. The widow of Dr. 
Milton Siskin Sr., she was 
a president of the Ladies 
Dental Auxiliary and retired 
office manager for her 
husband's dental practice. 
She leaves two sons, three 
grandchildren and a brother. 

'47 Carolyn Cooke Taylor 

of Collierville, TN, Dec. 
25, 2006. The former 
owner of the Germantown 
Commissary, she was 
a retired secretary of 
Germantown High 
School and a member of 
St. Andrew's Episcopal 

Church. The widow of 
Walker M. Taylor III, she 
leaves her daughter, son, six 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. 

'48 Gene Ruffner Page 

of Memphis, Jan. 25, 2007. 
A surgical oncologist, he 
served two years in the 
U.S. Navy during World 
War II. He practiced at the 
Page Surgical Oncology 
Clinic and the Memphis 
Cancer Center, and was on 
staff at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital, where he held a 
teaching appointment in the 
Intern Residency Program. 
He was also on staff at the 
University of Tennessee 
Medical School. A longtime 
member and elder of Shady 
Grove Presbyterian Church, 
he leaves his wife of 53 years, 
Ella Howard Pickens Page 
'52; his brother, Roy C. Page 
'52; three daughters; and 
eight grandchildren. 

'48 Rev. Leslie C. Tucker 

of Black Mountain, NC, 
Dec. 17, 2006. He served as 
senior minister at a number 
of Presbyterian churches 
and, after retirement, served 
interims in North and 
South Carolina. Actively 
involved in several church 
and community activities, 
he leaves his wife of 49 
years, Lenoir W. Tucker; a 
son; two daughters; and six 
grandchildren. 

'49 Paul F. Kates of 
Memphis, Feb. 23, 2007. 
Retired from the Chicago 
School System, he was a 
Navy veteran of World War 
II. He leaves six nieces and 
nephews. 

'50 William Ernest Brennan 

of Knoxville, IN, April 
19, 2007. He served as a 
signalman aboard the USS 
Rolette and USS Fiske during 
World War II and enjoyed 
a 33-year marketing career 

rhodes.edu 	 SUMMER 2007 • RHODES 	{ 65 



Class Notes 
with Exxon. He leaves his 
wife of 57 years, Marjorie 
Leak Brennan '49; two 
daughters; three grandsons; 
and one great-grandson. 

'50 Marilu Howton 

McKinney of Orlando, FL, 
Aug. 28, 2005. She taught 
mathematics at Lee Junior 
High and Winter Park and 
Edgewater High schools. She 
leaves her husband, Lester 
McLinney; a daughter; and 
two grandchildren. 

'50 Pattie Shappley 

McKnight of New Orleans, 
Aug. 23, 2006. A dedicated 
community member for 
more than 50 years, she 
leaves a daughter and three 
grandchildren. She was 
the widow of Robert S. 
McKnight Jr. 

'50 Mara Allan Stidham 

of Harrison, TN, March 
5, 2006. A member of St. 
John's Episcopal Church, 
she was the widow of Emri 
Stidham. She leaves two 
daughters, a son, one brother 
and five grandchildren. 

'51 Shirley Morrison 

Bankston of Zachary, LA, 
Jan. 16, 2007. A charter 
member of Societe d'Etude 
Book Club and the Zachary 
Community Church Circle, 
she leaves her husband of 51 
years, RUSSell Bankston; 
two daughters, including 
Stephanie Adams '82; 
three sisters; and two 
grandchildren. 

'51 Frances Allene Ogden 

Collins of Fort Walton 
Beach, FL, Jan. 28, 2007. 
She taught at Niceville 
Senior High School for 20 
years. A member of St. Jude 
Episcopal Church, Christ 
Bearer Mission Center and 
Holy Name of Jesus Catholic 
Church, she was the widow 
of Michael B. Collins, her 
husband of 30 years. She 
leaves a daughter, a son and 

five grandchildren. 
'51 Mary Eva Knighten 

DiDonato of Lawrenceville, NJ, 
Sept. 24, 2006. The director 
of the East Trenton Day Care 
Center for 20 years, she was a 
lifelong Democrat, serving as 
the elected committeewoman 
in her district for more than 
20 years. She was a member 
of the Tuesday Morning 
Bridge Club at the Lawrence 
Senior Center, where she 
also served on the board. She 
leaves her husband of 52 
years, S. Leonard DiDonato; 
a daughter; two sons; three 
sisters, including Nancy 
Forrester '52 and Edna Smit 
'53; and five grandchildren. 

'51 Woodward Dale Morriss 

Jr. of Harrisonburg, VA, 
Jan. 13, 2007. He served 
churches in Louisiana, 
Virginia and Japan. Pastor of 
Third Presbyterian Church 
of Staunton, VA, from 
1969-92, he also served as 
interim pastor at churches in 
Shenandoah Presbytery in 
Virginia. He leaves his wife 
of 54 years, Mary Ann Sibley 
Morriss; two daughters; and 
seven grandchildren. 

'52 Betty Btockman Fast of 
Miami Beach, FL, May 31, 
2005. A travel agency owner, 
she was a former regional 
president of Miami Beach 
Hadassah. The wife of 
Sherman Fast, she also leaves 
a brother. 

'52 Nancy Ann Schroeder 

Greer of Lexington, KY, 
March 10, 2005. She 
was active in dental and 
orthodontic auxiliary groups. 
She leaves her husband of 53 
years, RUSSell P. Greer; four 
children; 11 grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; 
and two sisters. 

'52 Thomas C. Stergios 

of Memphis, Sept. 20, 
2002. Owner of Melos 
Taverna restaurant, he was 

a member of St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church 
and Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Church. He was 
also past district governor 
and past president of 
the American Hellenic 
Educational Progressive 
Association (AHEPA) and 
a member of the Memphis 
Restaurant Association. He 
leaves a son. 

'53 Albert Hart Boyd of 
Memphis, Dec. 4, 2006. He 
served in the Army 69th 
infantry division during 
World War II and was 
discharged as a three-stripe 
sergeant with a combat 
medal of valor. An attorney, 
he served as City Court 
judge from 1976-79. He was 
a member of several civic 
organizations and Evergreen 
Presbyterian Church, where 
he taught in the Ernest 
Workers Class. He leaves his 
wife, Julia Mae Bingham 
Boyd. 

'54 Albert Morris Evans 

of Ripley, TN, March 
28, 2007. He taught Bible, 
history and psychology at 
Warren Wilson College near 
Asheville, NC, while serving 
as associate pastor of the 
campus church. For 12 years, 
he served on the Lambuth 
University Board of Trustees, 
where he received an 
honorary degree. He served 
on numerous boards and 
committees in the Memphis 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. After 
retirement in 1999, he 
served part time in pastoral 
care at Collierville, St. Paul 
and Germantown United 
Methodist churches. He 
leaves his wife, Betty; two 
daughters; two grandsons; 
a granddaughter; and two 
brothers. 

'54 Joyce Burns Polk of 
Hampton, VA, Dec. 11, 

2006. For several years, she 
worked as a management 
analyst for the Department 
of the Navy in Memphis and 
later worked in schools in 
Darien, GA, and Charleston, 
SC, and retired in 1997. 
She leaves her husband of 
47 years, Frank Polk; two 
daughters; a son; and five 
grandchildren. 

'56 Edgar H. Sugg Jr. of 

Hernando, MS, Sept. 23, 
2006. A member and 
deacon of Fellowship Baptist 
Church, he also worked 
with Gideons International. 
He served for two years 
in the U.S. Army and 
practiced law in Memphis 
for 31 years before retiring 
in 2004. He leaves his wife 
of 26 years, Sherry Hood 
Sugg; a son; two daughters; 
two stepchildren; and nine 
grandchildren. 

'56 Henry E. Williamson Jr. 

of Water Valley, MS, April 
11, 2004. Pastor of Sand 
Spring Presbyterian Church 
in Lafayette County and 
a member of St. Andrew 
Presbytery, he leaves two 
sons, a sister and two 
grandchildren. 

'57 Earl Z. Browne of 

Cleveland, OH, Jan. 3, 
2007. He was a plastic 
surgeon who performed 
and taught reconstructive 
surgery, specializing in 
peripheral nerve disorders, 
reconstruction and hand 
surgery. In the late 1960s, 
he served with the Army 
Medical Corps at the Army 
Hospital at Bad Cannstatt 
near Stuttgart, Germany. He 
also worked as a volunteer 
with Physicians for Peace. 
Before joining the Cleveland 
Clinic staff in 1985, he 
served on the faculty at the 
University of Utah College 
of Medicine and led the 
plastic-surgery division 
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at Temple University 
Health Sciences Center in 
Philadelphia. A member of 
several professional societies, 
he leaves his wife, Fran; a 
daughter; and a son. 

'60 Margaret Darden 

Browder of Baton Rouge, 
LA, Dec. 21, 2006. Retired 
from Cingular Wireless, she 
was an avid volunteer for a 
variety of organizations. She 
served as an elder of First 
Presbyterian Church and in 
1979, was given the Valiant 
Woman Award by the board 
of directors of Louisiana 
Church Women United. In 
1984, she was honored at the 
Louisiana World Exposition 
as A Woman of Achievement 
She leaves a son, a daughter, 
a sister, a brother and three 
grandchildren. 

'60 William H. Harris of 
Glade Springs, WV, May 
27, 2006. He served in 
the U.S. Air Force Dental 
Corps and practiced 
general dentistry in Beckley 
for 40 years. An elder in 
the Beckley Presbyterian 
Church, he belonged to 
several professional and civic 
organizations. A clinical 
professor in the Department 
of Community Dentistry at 
West Virginia University, he 
leaves his wife of 17 years, 
Kimberly G. Mann, and a 
brother. 

'60 Carol Ann "Kay" Krause 

of Germantown, TN, 
Dec. 30, 2006. A member 
of Colonial Park United 
Methodist Church, she taught 
at Overton High School for 
more than 30 years. 

'65 Michael George 

Simmons of Ormond Beach, 
FL, Aug. 17, 2005. A branch 
manager at Raymond James 
& Associates in Daytona 
Beach, he served in the 
National Guard. He was a 
member of Seabreeze United 

Church of Christ and the 
Rotary Club. He leaves his 
wife of 13 years, Diana; 
a son; three daughters; a 
granddaughter; his mother; 
a brother; and two sisters. 

'67 Thomas Richard 
Hayward of Bellingham, 
WA, March 6, 2007. He 
taught at the university 
level for several years before 
becoming interested in 
writing travel guides for 
walking British footpaths. 

'67 John Walter White 
of Nashville, TN, Feb. 15, 
2007. He served in the Peace 
Corps in the Philippines 
and taught high-school 
chemistry in the Atlanta 
School System, completing 
20 years of service before 
retiring in 1988. He was 
voted Teacher of the Year 
four times. He then moved 
to suburban Washington, 
DC, and opened an antique 
store. He also worked as a 
sales executive for OTC Inc. 
of Columbus, OH, before 
returning to Nashville. He 
leaves a brother. 

'68 Julie Bingham Posey 

of Upper Marlboro, MD, 
March 24, 2006. She leaves 
her husband, William H. 
Posey; two stepdaughters; 
and a sister. 

'68 William A. "Smitty" 

Smith of Pensacola, FL, 
April 18, 2007. A native of 
Memphis, he was a retired 
executive with Aftermarket 
Technology Corp. He leaves 
his wife, Cheryl Camferdam 
Smith; a stepson; a 
granddaughter; his mother; 
and two sisters. 

'75 Josephine Colyar 

Banks of Memphis, Feb. 10, 
2007. She taught English 
as a second language and 
freshman composition 
for a number of years at 
Memphis State University 
and Southwest Tennessee 

Community College. 
'89 Sanjiv Mahajan of 

Louisville, KY, May 12, 
2006. He leaves his wife, 
Rinkoo Aggarwal; two 
daughters; his parents; and 
a sister. 

'96 Whitney Luckett 

Watkins of Jackson, MS, 
Feb. 14, 2007. She worked 
in marketing for the Jackson 
Zoo and then the Tannehill 
Agency in Oxford, MS. She 
later transformed neglected 
homes, especially in the 
Fondren neighborhood in 
Jackson. At Homecoming 
2006, she received a 
Strength and Courage 
Award. She leaves her 
husband, Jason D. Watkins 
'95; a son; a daughter, her 
parents; and three sisters. 

'98 Kristen Leigh Richards 
of San Diego, CA, Dec. 

31, 2006. After earning 
her Naval Aviator wings in 
December 2000, she was 
assigned to flight duty in 
Jacksonville, FL, where she 
piloted the Navy's P3-Orion 
aircraft. During her six-year 
tour of active duty, she 
advanced to senior pilot and 
served on several critical 
overseas missions. She was 
honorably discharged from 
active duty as a lieutenant in 
September 2006. She leaves 
her parents, a brother and 
her paternal grandparents. 

'99 Frances Lara Valencia 

of Birmingham, AL, Feb. 
2, 2007. A corporate trainer 
with Macy's of Federated 
Department Stores, Inc., she 
leaves her parents and two 
brothers. 

Remembering Dean Allen 
Ray Maxwell Allen Sr. '44, dean emeritus of 

financial aid and government relations at Rhodes, 
died Feb. 27, 2007. He was 84. 

Dean Allen, who served Rhodes for 24 years, 
joined college in 1963 as dean of administration and 
professor of Bible and religion. He retired in 1987. 

A native Memphian and ordained United 
Methodist minister, he held the B.D. and Ph.D. 
from Duke University. He served as an associate 
minister of St. Luke's United Methodist Church 
and organized the Wesley Foundation at the 
University of Memphis from 1947-49. In the 
1950s he was a member of the faculty at Wofford 
and Lambuth colleges. After retiring from 
Rhodes, he served as minister of evangelism 
at Germantown and Trinity United Methodist 
churches. 

Committed to ecumenical work and civil rights 
reforms, he and his wife, Julia Wellford Allen '47, 
served as coordinators of Churches Uniting in Christ. 

In addition to Julia, his wife of 59 years, he 
leaves a son, Ray M. Allen Jr; two daughters, Julie 
Allen Berger '76 and Katherine Allen Page; and 
eight grandchildren. 
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Moments That Matter Most 
By President William E. Troutt 

1  n a recent Lynx TV interview, 

RSG President Andy Greer asked 

me, "What have been your most 

satisfying moments at Rhodes?" The 

answer was simple: students sharing 

their successes. Whether it be landing 

the job of their dreams, admission to 

a top graduate school or receiving a 

special recognition, students sharing 

their achievements are the moments 

that matter most. Earlier this spring, 

I received a call from the Watson 

Foundation. The call was to let me 

know that Joel Parsons '07 had 

been named a Watson Fellow. Soon 

afterward, Aaron Creek '07 came by 

my office to inform me that he had 

been named Rhodes' first Luce Scholar. 

Let me tell you more about these two 

students. 

Joel Parsons has taken full advantage of the educational 

opportunities at Rhodes. He was recruited to write a series 

of articles for the Memphis Commercial Appeal his very 

first year. As a sophomore, he started a program to provide 

homeless men and women an avenue of expression through 

art, and he staged several unique exhibitions that attracted 

others to support their work. He spent a semester of his 

junior year studying in the Czech Republic. Now he's off 

to Italy, Turkey, India, South Africa and Peru to study the 

relationship between art and activism. 

Aaron Creek also illustrates how talented students take 

advantage of every opportunity to weave a tapestry of 

..._ 	learning experiences — both in and out of the classroom. 

Aaron arrived at Rhodes knowing he wanted to pursue a 

career in the health professions, and he took advantage of 

all available resources to ensure that he was well prepared. 

In addition to working with Dr. Alan Jaslow to determine 

medical school options, he volunteered at the Regional 

Medical Center. Aaron sought assistance from Career 

Services to line up an internship at the internationally-

known Campbell Clinic. This experience sparked him to 

pursue others, culminating with a medical mission trip to 

Nigeria. As a Luce Scholar, he will work in the coming year 

in the Philippines. 

Joel and Aaron received as complete an education as 

you could envision. They received exceptional mentoring 

from our Faculty Committee on Postgraduate Scholarships. 

They participated in a wealth of cocurricular opportunities. 

In addition, both students were Bonner Scholars, which 

meant that as part of their financial assistance necessary to 

attend Rhodes, they committed 10 hours a week to local 

organizations where they applied leadership training and 

lessons learned from the classroom and the cocurriculum. 

In recent years we have redefined the relationship between 

classroom learning and beyond-the-gates experiences. In 

fact, our new foundations curriculum enables students to 

build into their course of study experiences that broaden their 

connections between the classroom and the world. In addition, 

thanks to the increasing number of cooperative efforts among 

faculty and alumni, many of our students are gaining valuable 

knowledge both inside and outside the gates of Rhodes, as you 

have seen in the article "New York State of Mind." 

With your help we will continue to find more 

opportunities for students to connect the very best in 

classroom learning with the best in learning beyond our 

campus. I look forward to many more satisfying moments 

with students sharing their successes and how their Rhodes 

experiences have changed their lives. 

For more on Aaron 
visit rhodes.edu/magazine  

President Troutt gave a Senior Week seminar on the art of tying a bow tie, Attending were Andy Greer '07, left, 

and Robert Koch, assistant director of Admissions 
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The Ralph C. Hon Society 

• Recognizes individuals who make Rhodes a beneficiary of 

their estate plans, including will provisions, charitable gift 

annuities and charitable remainder trusts. 

• The names of each member will be listed in the Honor Roll of 

Donors. Members who document their gifts will be honored 

on a special plaque in Palmer Hall. Special events will be 

held each year honoring members. 

If you wish to learn more about the legacy of Dr. Hon and Mrs. Hon or ways you can 

follow their example with a planned gift, please visit www.rhodes.edu/ptannedgiving  
or contact Sue Matthews at 901-843-3919 or 800-264-5969. 

What he gave to the college was sizeable. 
What he gave to his "kids" was priceless. 

Announcing The Ralph C. Hon Society, 
honoring Dr. Hon's exceptional legacy to Rhodes 

During more than four decades as an 
economics professor at Rhodes College, 
Dr. Ralph C. Hon profoundly influenced 
the lives of hundreds of Rhodes students. 
Today, his influence lives on in the 
accomplishments of those he taught and 
those he and his wife, Hazel, supported 
through student scholarships funded by a 
planned gift to Rhodes. 

The father of Rhodes' merit scholarship 
program, Dr. Hon helped plan the program 
and became its first recruiter. He had a talent 
for uncovering promising students and 
convincing them to attend Rhodes. 

"Dr. Hon was instrumental 
in my receiving the scholarship that 

allowed me to attend (Rhodes). 
My greatest memory of Dr. Hon is 

the kindness he showed me 
and so many others." 

—Mike Cody 58, former 
Attorney General of Tennessee 

Once a recruit arrived on campus, Dr. 
Hon served as an adviser, mentor, teacher and 
friend. Hundreds of high-achieving students 
became known as "Hon's Kids" because 
of the warm and lasting relationships they 
established with Dr. and Mrs. Hon. 

By living frugally on his faculty salary 

and his income as a labor arbitrator, and 
by investing wisely, Dr. and Mrs. Hon were 
able to make a bequest to Rhodes that has 
provided more than $10 million to fund 
scholarships for deserving students. The 
Hons' gift supported 39 student scholarships 
at Rhodes in the 2006-07 school year. 

To commemorate Dr. Hon's legacy of 
giving to Rhodes, the Rhodes Heritage 
Society is being renamed in Dr. Hon's honor. 
The Ralph C. Hon Society will honor donors 
who make a planned gift to the college. 

Hon's Kids include Bill Michaelcheck '69, 
chairman of Mariner Investment Group, and 

Vicki Gilmore Palmer '75, 
Executive Vice President of Financial Services 

and Administration, Coca-Cola Enterprises 

Dr. Ralph C Hon served as adviser, rnentor, teacher and friend to his students. 
known as Hon's Kids. 

Hon's Kids Include High Achievers 

• Top executives of major businesses 

• Five college presidents 
• A past president of the American Bar 

Association 

• A former Attorney General of Tennessee 

• A former Tennessee Commissioner of 

Education 

trihodts,„Collegt 
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A DIGITAL MOMENT—Anne Barenkamp turns the tables 

on the photographer at Commencement '07 

PHOTOGRAPH BY JUSTIN FOX BURKS 
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