
Rhodes College, Art Department  
Art 105-01, Beginning Painting  
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Email: harmone@rhodes.edu  
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ACCESSORIZING PAINTING 
COURSE OVERVIEW: 

 
"Design in art, is a recognition of the relation between various things, various elements in the 
creative flux. You can't invent a design. You recognize it, in the fourth dimension. That is, with 

your blood and your bones, as well as with your eyes." 
D. H. Lawrence 

 
This class will give you opportunities to work with various media and 

technically explore issues of material and design in painting particularly in 
regards to ornamentation and decoration.  

There exists a rich, symbiotic, historical and contemporary relationship 
between design in non-fine art areas (including the functional arts) and 
painting. In this class we will explore this relationship – we will begin to 
examine the influence of elements such as architecture, industrial design, 
body art, interior design, fabric, furniture, pottery and wallpaper have had on 
fine art over the years & visa versa.  
More importantly, this class will offer useful techniques (in multiple methods 
and media) for incorporating these influences into your own work, drawing 
upon them as source material both direct and removed.  
  
The class will be based on the following components: 

• 5 completed Assignments  
• An Artist Journal including: 

o Time focused journal work 
o Prepatory Studies for each assignment 
o Reference materials 

• Group critiques 
ASSIGNMENTS: 

Most assignments can be interpreted in unlimited ways. Conceptually, there’s 
not necessarily a “right way” to execute these types of assignments however, 
in many cases, the assignment will focus on a particular technique or formal 
objective. A successful piece manages to marry both your own 
personal content/aesthetic with these objectives. Each assignment 
will be graded on craftsmanship, the complexity and/or 
inventiveness of your ideas, how well the execution fulfills the 
objectives, and your overall participation INCLUDING 
PREPAREDNESS AND CLEAN UP OF THE STUDIO. Completed artworks 
will be reviewed that day of the critique as outlined in the schedule. 



Scheduled slide lectures will be given in conjunction with assignments and 
are also a great opportunity to become acquainted with artists or genres that 
you may want to study more closely. It is important not to miss class on the 
days of scheduled lectures because they describe the theme of each 
assignment - the material covered is impossible to make up. In the event 
that you do miss a slide lecture, I will provide you a list of images that you 
will be responsible for looking up either on the internet or at the library. YOU 
ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INFORMATION YOU MISS ON DAYS NOT 
IN CLASS. I suggest you pair up and exchange phone numbers/email 
with other students in the class in order to get the gist of material 
you may have missed. 

ARTIST JOURNAL: 
A comprehensive artist journal is the second major component to the course. 
Done honestly, this is an excellent way to generate smart, loose ideas and 
images – what you make in your journal will be different from your paintings 
but just as valuable (if not more) in terms of being loaded with potential, 
next steps and fodder for future work. This should be your greatest tool for 
practicing and developing different methods for generating imagery. 
JOURNAL PAGES: 
Although you will be expected to do an average of one page per week in your 
journal, this project takes TIME. Plan to work in your journal consistently but 
not necessarily chronologically – rather attempting to complete one page and 
then move on, (although this may sometimes happen) develop and rhythmic 
relationship by adding and editing here and there. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO 
FINISH THE SKETCHBOOK THE WEEK BEFORE DUE DATE. I will check your 
progress at intervals throughout the semester and 7 pages will be due at 
midterm and 8 pages at final (as outlined in the schedule.)  
PREPATORY & PAINT STUDIES: 
All assignments will require some kind of prepatory studies. These may be 
color scales, paint studies which may be made directly in the journal or on 
loose paper that is attached later, or some other method such as collage or 
photo study. The requirements for each study will be outlined for each 
assignment and they will be due on the first work day of that assignment (as 
outlined in the schedule.) The purpose of these studies is to practice and 
develop different methods for decision making in regards to composition, 
scale, color etc. Come to class with studies completed. 
REFERENCE MATERIAL: 
Although I will not grade the amount of additional reference material in your 
journal, there is a direct correlation between those journals that receive 
outstanding scores and those that are filled with non-required materials. 
Critique notes, project plans, materials lists, color swatches and recipes, 
photocopies, research notes, artists suggested to you all make for a rich 
record of your progress as well as demonstrate overall commitment and 
focus. 

CRITIQUES: 
This is a studio course so examination comes through the process of 
critiques. The objective of critiques is to generate observation and revelation 



about a painting as well as to begin to learn ways in which to discuss these 
observations. There will be a variety of critical methods used including one-
on-one, roundtable discussions, and written responses. If you miss class on 
the day of a critique, your assignment will not be reviewed by the group and 
you will not receive points for that crit. You will be graded on the consistency 
and quality of your participation in group critiques. 
 

ESSENTIAL COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
• DEVELOPING CREATIVE CAPACITITES (INVENTING, 

DESIGNING, PERFORMING IN ART): by focusing on flexibility and 
divergence in thinking, elaboration of thoughts and insights, 
imagination & expressiveness of individuality. 

• GAINING A BROADER UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION 
OF INTELLECTUAL/CULTURAL ACTIVITY: by gaining and valuing a 
“Liberal Education” 

• LEARNING TO APPLY COURSE MATERIAL (TO IMPROVE 
THINKING, PROBLEM SOLVING, AND DECISIONS) : by applying 
what you have learned in this class to clarify thinking or problem 
solving. 

STUDIO: 
Please consider this a co-operative space in which you are all part owner. The 
building can be accessed 24hours a day and will become one of your most 
frequented places on campus. It is very important that you all work to keep 
the studio clean and clutter free for a safe & comfortable work environment. 
You are each responsible for cleaning up after yourselves every time you 
leave the studio. NOTHING can be left out after class or over the weekend, 
any materials that don’t fit in your drawer or storage rack must be taken 
home so that space is suitable for the next class. IF CLEANING UP 
BECOMES AN ISSUE, YOUR POINTS FOR A GIVEN ASSIGNMENT WILL 
BE EFFECTED. There will be a mandatory final studio clean up day at 
the end of the semester. Anyone who does not participate in final 
clean up will not receive their final grade. (See class schedule) 
 

ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
Attendance and punctuality is an absolute requirement for successful 
completion of this course. You will be allowed three unexcused absences. On 
the occasion of your FOURTH unexcused absence, you will be penalized 12 
grade points. An expected A- will become a B-. Every unexcused absence 
after the FOURTH will lower your grade an additional 12 points. Six or more 
absences will result in failure. Two tardies/incomplete class days equal one 
absence. Absence from crits, even if your work is completed will not be 
tolerated. Any missed critiques will warrant a non-review of that assignment 
and you will not receive any critique points. Certain class days will be 
scheduled as work-in-class, to which you must come, prepared to work on 
the assignment at hand, including all supplies, homework and/or research 
materials. Using studio time to do work for other classes will not be 
tolerated. IF YOU COME TO CLASS UNPREPARED, YOU WILL BE ASKED TO 



LEAVE AND COUNTED AS ABSENT. (Should you confront personal problems 
or illness it is your responsibility to seek me out to discuss the situation just 
as it is your responsibility to provide doctor’s notes etc., or your absence will 
be otherwise considered unexcused. 
 

ASSESSMENT & GRADING: 
 
Point Breakdown:    points  possible:  96       received 
   
Assignment 1 
 (1:1)         5 
 (1:2)         5 
 Color Scales        3  
 Crit 1         3 
Assignment 2       5 
 Prep Studies (3 @ 1pt each)     3 
 Critique 2        3 
Midterm Artist Journal 
 (7 pages @ 2pts each)      14 
Assignment 3       5 
 Collage Studies (3 @ 1pt each)     3 
 Critique 3        3  
Assignment 4       5 
 Prep Studies (3 @ 1pt each)     3 
 Critique 4        3  
FINAL         8 
 Prep Studies (3 @ 2pt each)     6 
 Final Critique        3 
Final Artist Journal 
 (8 pages @ 2pts each)      16 
  
 
96-93 points   A+    75-69 points  C+  
92-89 points  A    68-65 points  C 
88-85 points  A-    64-61 points  C- 
84-81 points  B+    60-57 points  D+ 
80-77 points  B    56-53 points  D 
75-73 points  B-    52-49 points  D- 
       48 points & below F 
 
IF YOU WANT AN “A” IN THIS CLASS 

• You will work a MINIMUM 10 hours per week outside of class time on 
paintings and projects. 

• You will not WHINE. 
• You will ALWAYS LOOK UP ARTISTS SUGGESTED TO YOU BY THE 

PROFESSOR. 
• You will be an OVERALL LEADER IN THE CLASS in regards to your 

participation and attitude. 
• You will SHOW CLEAR PROGRESSION AND EVOLUTION from Assignment to 

Assignment by RESPONDING TO DISCUSSION AND CRITIQUE THROUGH 
PROBLEM SOLVING AND TROUBLE-SHOOTING. 

• You will not WAIT UNTIL THE DAY BEFORE TO MAKE A PAINTING. 



• You will have paint studies finished at the BEGINNING OF EACH CLASS. 
• You will use your time in class WISELY. 
• You will CONSISTANTLY & ACTIVELY participate in critiques and discussions, 

offering PRAISE AND APPRECIATION AS WELL AS CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM. 
• You will ALWAYS come to class prepared with research material, paint 

studies, and working materials and be ready to discuss the work in progress 
with the Professor. 

• You will not be absent MORE THAN 3 TIMES over the course of the semester 
& will CONSISTENTLY BE ON TIME AND READY TO WORK. 

• You will always CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELF in the studio and respect other 
classes by putting materials and paintings away and not leaving tools, 
installations or any materials out in the room. 

• You will come to OFFICE HOURS or MAKE AN APPOINTMENT IF YOU ARE 
HAVING TROUBLE OR NEED HELP. 

 
IF YOU WANT A “B” IN THIS CLASS: 

• You will work a MINIMUM 7 hours per week outside of class time on paintings 
and projects. 

• You will not WHINE. 
• You will CONSISTENTLY DEMOSTRATE POSATIVE ATTITUDE AND 

PARTICIPATION. 
• You will demonstrate reasonable PROGRESSION AND EVOLUTION from 

Assignment to Assignment by RESPONDING TO DISCUSSION AND CRITIQUE 
THROUGH PROBLEM SOLVING AND TROUBLE-SHOOTING. 

• You will make an effort to LOOK UP ARTISTS SUGGESTED TO YOU. 
• You will not WAIT UNTIL THE DAY BEFORE TO MAKE A PAINTING. 
• You will have paint studies finished at the BEGINNING OF EACH CLASS. 
• You will use your time in class WISELY. 
• You will CONSISTANTLY & ACTIVELY participate in critiques and discussions, 

offering PRAISE AND APPRECIATION AS WELL AS CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM. 
• You will not be absent MORE THAN 3 TIMES over the course of the semester 

& will CONSISTENTLY BE ON TIME AND READY TO WORK. 
• You will come to class prepared with research material, paint studies, and 

working materials.  
• You will CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELF in the studio and respect other classes 

by putting materials and paintings away and not leaving tools, installations or 
any materials out in the room. 

• You will come to OFFICE HOURS or MAKE AN APPOINTMENT IF YOU ARE 
HAVING TROUBLE OR NEED HELP. 

 
IF YOU WANT A “C” IN THIS CLASS: 

• You will work a MINIMUM 5 hours per week outside of class time on paintings 
and projects. 

• You will demonstrate progression in your technical skill and concept over the 
course of the semester. 

• You will not WAIT UNTIL THE DAY BEFORE TO MAKE A PAINTING. 
• You will participate in critiques and discussions 
• You will not be absent MORE THAN 3 TIMES over the course of the semester 

& will be on time. 
 
 

 



CLASS SCHEDULE:* 
I reserve the right to revise, change or add-to this list in anyway appropriate throughout 

the course of the semester 
 

Wednesday, August 22:  
Introductions, syllabus, materials list, rack & cart assignments.  
 
HW: Gather Materials 
 
Monday, August 27:    
SLIDE LECTURE: “Use of the Decorative in Painting & Types of Symmetry” 
MATERIALS DEMO 
Assignment #1 SYMMETRY & BROKEN SYMMETRY 
Prepatory Studies: COLOR SCALES 
 
HW: Color Scales 
Bring at least three symmetrical patterns you might like to work with for next class…. 
 
Wednesday, August 29:  COLOR SCALES DUE 
Assignment #1 SYMMETRY & BROKEN SYMMETRY 
1:1 & 2: FOUR SQUARE & SIX SQUARE 
 
HW: Assignment 1 
 
Monday, September 3:  LABOR DAY…NO CLASS 

 
Wednesday, September 5:  
Work in class Assignment 1 
SLIDE LECTURE: ASSIGNMENT #2 – “OVERLAP & CORRUPTING THE GRID” 
 
HW: Assignment 1 
Gather materials for Assignment #2 including 36x48” canvas frame, fabric & photos 
 
Monday, September 10:   
Work in class assignment 1 
 
HW: Assignment 1 
Gather materials for Assignment #2 including 36x48” canvas frame, fabric & photos 

 
Wednesday, September 12: CRIT ASSIGMENT #1 
 
HW: Assignment #2 Paint study/photos  
 
Monday, September 17:  PAINT STUDY/PHOTOS DUE AT THE END OF CLASS 
Work in class assignment #2 
 
HW: Assignment 2 

 
Wednesday September 19:  
Work in class assignment #2 



 
HW: Assignment 2 
 
Monday, September 24:  
Work in class assignment #2 
SLIDE LECTURE: ASSIGMENT #3 – FIGURE, GROUND & SPACE 
 
HW: Assignment 2 
Gather collage materials for Assignment #3 
 
Wednesday, September 26: CRIT ASSIGMENT #2 

 
Monday, October 1:   
Work in class assignment #3 COLLAGES 
 
HW: Assignment 3 

 
Wednesday, October 3: COLLAGES DUE  
Work in class assignment #3 
 
HW: Assignment 3 
 
Monday, October 8: 
Work in class assignment #3 
 
HW: Assignment 3 
 
Wednesday, October 10:  END OF FIRST SEVEN WEEKS 
ARTIST JOURNALS DUE 
Work in class assignment #3 
SLIDE LECTURE ASSIGNMENT #4 
 
HW: Assignment 3 
 
Monday, October 15: FALL RECESS – NO CLASS…. 
 
Wednesday, October 17: CRIT ASSIGNMENT #3 


