
Southern Literary Garden
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The plants in this garden are mentioned in 
poetry and prose by distinguished southern 
literary figures.

1.  Metasequoia  -   Wendell Berry 
“Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front”

Ask the questions that have no answers.
Invest in the millennium.

   Plant sequoias. 
 

2.  Laurel   -  Sidney Lanier 
“Song of the Cattanoochee”

The laving laurel turned my tide
The ferns and the fondling grass said stay,

The dewberry dipped for to work delay,
And the little reeds sighed abide, abide.

3.  Ivy  -  Robert Penn Warren 
“The Ivy”

The Ivy assaults the wall.  The ivy says, 
“I will pull you down.”

Time is nothing to the ivy.

4.  Magnolia virginiana  - Mary McNeil Fenollosa 
“The Magnolia”

O flowers of the garden of skilled and human care.
Sweet heliotrope and violet and orchid frail and fair.
Pour out your love to happier hearts; the woodland 

flowers for me.
The pallid, creamy blossoms of the dark magnolia 

tree.

5.  Verbena   -  William Faulkner 
“An Odor of Verbena”

Verbena was the only scent you could smell above 
the smell of horses and courage.

6.  Wisteria  -  Carson McCullers 
“The Haunted Boy”

The afternoon was golden and the wisteria vine on the 
porch was in full, unshattered bloom.  The wisteria was 

like lavender waterfalls.  The fresh breeze smelled of sun-
warmed flowers.  The sunlit sky was blue and cloudless.  It 

was the first warm day of spring.

7.  Lilac  -   Alice Dunbar Nelson 
“The Proletariat Speaks”, 1st stanza

I love the beautiful things:
Great trees, bending green winged branches to 

velvet lawn 
Fountains sparkling in white marble basins

Cool f ragrance of lilacs and roses and honeysuckle.

8.  Roses  -  Peter Taylor
“Venus, Cupid, Folly and Time”

It was like a mixture of spicy incense and 
sweet attar of roses.

9.  Peach tree   -  Charles Wright 
“Portrait of the Artist with Li Po”

Over 1000 years later I write out on of his lines in a 
notebook,

“The peach blossom follows the moving water”
and watch the October darkness gather against the 

hills…
The distance between the dead and the living is 

more than a heart beat and a breath.

10.  Pear tree  -  George Garret 
“For a bitter season”

The oak tree in my front yard dies,
whose leaves are sadder than cheap wrapping paper,

and nothing I can do will keep it long.
Last spring in another place a pear tree

glistened in bloom like a graceful drift of snow
Birds and bees loved that spacious white and 
a daughter was born in the time of flowers.

11.  Pear tree  -  Eudora Welty
“A Curtain of Green”

She would move to the shelter of the pear tree which in 
mid-April hung heavily almost to the ground in brilliant 

full leaf, in the center of the garden.  
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12.  Pussy Willow   -  Alice Dunbar Nelson 
“April is on the Way”

And the women in the market have
Stuck pussy willow in the

Long necked bottles on their stands.
13.  Pussy Willow  -   Tennessee Williams
“Selected letters, 1920-45”

March 12, 1936
Dear Grand and Grandfather,

It was quite spring like here.  Our elm trees are budding.  
We also discovered yesterday that we have a pussy willow.  
It is blooming in the backyard.  A pleasant surprise.  I bet 

Memphis is beautiful too, this time of year.  

14.  Juniper tree  -  Caroline Gordan 
“The Petrified Woman”

A mockingbird started up in the juniper tree.  It was the 
same one sang all night long that summer; we called him 

Sunny Jim.

15.  Holly  -  A.R. Ammons 
“Gravelly run”

Holly grows on the banks in the woods there,
And the cedars gothic  clustered spires could make

Green religion in winter bones.

16.  Daylilies    -  T.R. Hummer 
“The Antichrist in Arkansas”
  At the edge of town, daylilies the gold of old whiskey

Move tonelessly.  

17.  Daffodils   -  Alice Dunbar Nelson
“April is on the Way”

Daffodils and tulips and primroses, pale yellow flower
Like the tips of her fingers when she waved me that 

frightened farewell.
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