
In his first State of the Union speech nearly 
50 years ago, President Lyndon B. John-
son declared a “War on Poverty.”  During 

his presidency, Johnson created programs such 
as Head Start, food stamps, work study, Medi-
care, and Medicaid in order to combat poverty.  
Through these programs, Johnson’s administra-
tion was able to successfully reduce poverty rates 
and improve the standard of living for the poor.  
In fact, today the poverty rate continues to grow 
as more people face homelessness.  An issue that 
was once a national concern, combatting pov-
erty and homelessness now seems to be low on 
the government’s agenda, and recent laws made 
to outlaw homelessness are rapidly being imple-
mented in cities across the nation. 

Laws intended to reduce the problems associ-
ated with homelessness are actually hurting and 
criminalizing the homeless.  More and more cit-
ies passing bans on begging, loitering, and giving 
away food in public places.   Thirty-three states 
have implemented these laws while four cities 
have already fined or removed individuals along 
with private groups feeding the homeless in the 
past year alone.  Advocates of these new laws 
claim that sharing food with the homeless is not 
the issue; rather, they are seeking to reduce behav-
ioral problems that arise after the food is shared.  
Cities are also making it illegal to camp in pub-
lic, sleep in vehicles on the streets, and even sit or 
lie down in public areas.  Policies are reportedly 
fighting problems such as public drunkenness, 
sleeping on sidewalks, and urinating in public.  
Penalties for these actions vary by city but can in-
clude fines and time in jail. 

A law in Sarasota, Florida, prohibits people 
from sleeping in a tent or makeshift shelter on 
city or private property without permission.  In 
order to determine what actions violate this law, 
city commissioners created a list of criteria in-
cluding five items.  The last of these items states 
that a person who is awoken by authorities and 
claims to have no other place to live violates the 
new law and is subject to arrest.  Although the 
law has been challenged in state court, the court 
found the law to be constitutional. 

In Santa Monica, California, showers that open 
before 6 a.m. and mainly serve the homeless 
population are being forced to close due to com-
plaints and the growth of sports activities at the 
local park.  The 50 homeless people who regularly 
shower at the park, many before work, will now 
have to sign up a day in advance to shower at a 
local center.   Laws in this city have also banned 
outdoor meals from groups that previously served 
over half of the city’s homeless population. 

In Chicago, Illinois, panhandling is prohib-
ited within 10 feet of bus stops, ATMs, bank en-
trances, and sidewalk cafes.  Panhandlers can be 

fined $50 for first and second offenses and $100 
for each additional offense within the same year.  
Chicago police fine about 50 panhandlers per 
month. This policy is not conducive to combat-
ing homelessness.  Since the homeless do not 
have money, fining them for panhandling only 
creates a vicious cycle.  Instead of banning home-
less acts and trying to make the issue disappear, 
cities should work to put an end to homelessness 
instead of simply outlawing it. 

The maltreatment of homeless citizens by local 
governments is quickly becoming a major con-
cern for the homeless population and their advo-
cates.  The recent infamous case in which officer 
Darren Wilson shot an unarmed teen, Michael 
Brown, on August 9, 2014, in Ferguson, MO, has 
caused civil unrest and significant controversy 
throughout the United States and abroad.  This is 
relevant to those experiencing homelessness as it 
sheds light on the issue of police brutality. Anoth-
er incident earlier this year in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, involved officers shooting and killing a 
38-year-old James Boyd, a homeless man with a 
history of mental illness who was illegally camp-
ing in the Sandia Hills area.  According to footage 
from an Albuquerque Police Department video, 
Boyd is seen agreeing to leave the campsite and 
turning away from the officers when he was then 
shot.  The officers fired six rounds of ammunition 
at Boyd and then let a police dog loose.  Albu-
querque police chief, Gordon Eden, claimed the 
shooting was justified because Boyd had threat-
ened the officers with knives and also had a previ-
ous criminal record including a physical alterca-
tion with a police officer.  This misuse of deadly 
force has left people concerned and sparked an 
investigation into the shooting. 

Despite dozens of new laws being enforced 
across the nation that intend to outlaw homeless-
ness, numerous studies show that the best solu-
tion to combating homelessness is to actually 
house the homeless in cost-effective housing.  It 
is a more economical and beneficial solution for 
cities in the long run.  This solution ultimately re-
quires less money for emergency services such as 
hospitals and police, making it a better arrange-
ment for the homeless citizens and the cities that 
fund these programs.  A few cities throughout the 
country, including Houston, Texas, are making 
strides to house the chronically homeless.  The 
Homeless Outreach Team in Houston was de-
veloped and implemented by Sergeant Stephen 
Wick.  The program became permanent in the 
department after a successful six month pilot in 
January of 2011.  The program is comprised of 
one sergeant, two officers, and one mental health 
professional.  This program helps the homeless 
with housing, social security cards, passports, 
birth certificates, medical care, mental health 
treatment, bus fare, and shelter referral.  

Although these new laws targeting the home-
less population raise legal questions and concern, 
they are thriving in multiple cities across the na-
tion.  Getting into shelters, finding housing, and 
securing a job is already tremendously difficult 
as a homeless individual. These new laws make it 
even more difficult to be homeless by criminal-
izing acts of survival and increasing the possibil-
ity of incarceration if the laws are violated.  While 
cities are trying to ensure public safety and the 
safety of the homeless by implementing these 
laws, they should aim to find solutions such as 
creating more affordable housing for the home-
less instead of criminalizing homeless behavior.  
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Vendor Spotlight

Letter from 
the Editor

BY NICOLE HUGULEY
Editor-in-Chief

A few weeks ago, I was driving too fast down 
Evergreen Street on my way to pick up a box of 
cupcakes from Gigi’s. Those cupcakes needed to 
be brought to Rhodes by 12:15 p.m, and my clock 
read 12:10. Improbable. Actually, impossible. 
Priority #1 in my mind was this: to deliver cup-
cakes to a sorority house as fast as I could for the 
purpose of sorority recruitment.  I tried to put on 
some lipstick at a red light. 

Then, I glanced to my right. 
One of our lovely Bridge vendors was standing 

patiently on the corner. She was holding up a crisp  
copy of the September issue with the front page 
showing. We waved at each other, smiling through 
the glass of my passenger side window. 

In that moment I remembered why The Bridge 
holds such a dear place in my heart. My hands 
released their iron grip the steering wheel, I went 
easier on the accelerator, and I stopped looking at 
the clock as if it were counting down to my doom. 
There they were: the paper that causes so much 
good change and the vendor who makes it hap-
pen.

Community, advocacy, acceptance. You’ll find 
these buzzwords spread across the October issue.  
We’re revisiting the Memphis Bioworks Founda-
tion (p. 6) to explore the Clean and Green initia-
tive.  Check out page 12 to learn about Greater 
Memphis’ Salvation Army and Kroc Center; staff 
writer Lizzie Choy speaks personally with Linda 
Miller, President of the Greater Memphis Sal-
vation Army Women’s Auxiliary, to understand 
more about the current events and programs host-
ed. Finally, on this issue’s spread (p. 8-9), you’ll 
meet the vendors of the Cooper Young Farmer’s 
Market. Each of these organizations flourishes 
amid values of community awareness and collec-
tive support. 

I hope you enjoy reading our previously home-
less contributors’ content as much as I do every 
month. Writing, for many (if not most) of them, is 
cathartic — it’s a release from the pain that mem-
ory inevitably brings to the surface. Furthermore, 
with the act of writing comes an engagement with 
the bad, a celebration of the good, and, most im-
portantly, a voice.

So thank you for taking a moment today to 
give our vendors that voice. I hope that this issue 
reminds you of why some things are more im-
portant than errands, deadlines, and, in my case, 
frivolous parties. Enjoy listening to the dozens 
of voices that cover these pages; they’re speaking 
directly to you. 

BY PT BOB
Contributing Writer

Whenever there is an incident that 
sparks racial tensions, such as the 
killings of Trayvon Martin and Mi-

chael Brown, two familiar faces always seem to 
pop up out of nowhere: Jesse Jackson and Al 
Sharpton. With the firmness and grace of old 
black preachers, they can summon up emo-
tions that never need to be expressed. As far 
as I’m concerned, these two are nothing but 
opportunistic demagogues; men who make a 
living from afterthought sermons on race re-
lations and oppression. 

I will never forget that Jesse Jackson labeled 
Barack Obama as an N-word. That Al Sharp-
ton only raises his straight-combed head 
when black people are enraged by an incident 
involving a white on 
black confrontation 
or killing.

Michael Brown 
and Trayvon Mar-
tin were victims of 
rage, not racism. 
White policemen 
have killed plenty 
of white people, not 
just blacks. It is the character of the officer in-
volved that should be questioned, not his race, 
nor the race of his victim.

Mr. Zimmerman racially profiled Martin, 
then initiated a confrontation that lead to the 
death of a black teenager. Zimmerman was 
eventually acquitted of murder due to “miti-
gated circumstances.” After all, Trayvon Mar-
tin beat Zimmerman’s head on the pavement. 
At least, that was Zimmerman’s version of the 
story. A version that won him a verdict of not 
guilty. Dead teenagers can’t talk.

No civil actions have been taken by Trayvon 
Martin’s parents. Civil courts are governed 
more by cause and effect rather than legal 
speculations. Zimmerman was the cause of 
this confrontation, and death was the effect 
of his actions. There is no middle ground to 
exonerate Zimmerman there. Are the Florida 
courts racist? Was the jury that set OJ Simp-
son free racist?

Enough evidence for multiple convictions 
was presented to that jury. Yet, he walked 
free. The laws that rule this country have been 
greatly tampered with. So much so, that the 
innocent have been put behind bars while the 

guilty are set free. But, a judge can overrule 
an improper verdict as he or she sees fit. The 
Zimmerman judge did not think it fit to over-
rule this improper verdict. So Zimmerman 
was set free to bask in his notoriety and fame. 

A white man kills a black teenager but is set 
free. A black man kills two white people but is 
set free. Racism has no place in our legal sys-
tem. But more often than not, it does exist in a 
country supposedly ruled by law.

Al Sharpton does not soothe tensions be-
tween races but rather stirs them up, the same 
as Jesse Jackson. They ask people to be calm 
and let the legal system run its course, but at 
the same time, their very presence in a black-
white issue invokes racial tensions. They con-

jure up images of 
slavery, segrega-
tion, lynchings and 
other sufferings of 
black people under 
white supremacy. 
They summon up 
all of this, distract-
ing us all from the 
actual specifics of 

each case.
An enraged white policeman, but not neces-

sarily a racist one, shot and killed a black teen-
ager who may have stolen some cigars. Not at 
all a capital crime. A brutal murder took place 
at the hands of a white policeman. An enraged 
human being; not a sober-minded angel of 
protection from shoplifters.

Like all rational human beings, he must now 
pay the price of his actions. If he is acquitted, 
then racism rears its ugly head again. Sharp-
ton and Jackson have points to prove, so we 
must await the verdict. But let us not riot and 
plunder. Take a lesson from Ghandi; let us 
peacefully resist a racist court system, if that is 
the case. Use the law to defeat the law.

I remember an incident at the Kroger on 
Jackson, across from Heart Village. A black 
security guard shot and killed a black teenager 
for running out of the store with a stolen pack 
of cigarettes. Neither Jackson nor Sharpton 
appeared to protest this mishandling of a mis-
demeanor offense. No one really know what 
happened to the security guard; all was quietly 
swept away. 

continued on Page 13

BY TOMMY PAYNE
Contributing Writer

Standing Our Ground
Vendor speaks out against nationwide racial 

violence

The laws that rule this 
country have been 

greatly tampered with. 

EDITORS NOTE: Part of our mission here at The Bridge is to give our homeless authors a voice and a place to express them-
selves with the written word. This piece in particular reflects some controversial opinions held by the author, but we feel 
that censoring our author’s work because it may be controversial undermines one of our central missions. That said, the 
views expressed in this piece are Mr. Payne’s and Mr. Payne’s alone, and do not reflect the opinions of The Bridge as an 
organization or its staff.



Recently, several news sources have cited the 
legalization of marijuana in Colorado as a 
cause of an increase in the homeless popu-

lation in Denver. Although there is no certainty as 
to whether the influx in homelessness is due to the 
legalization of marijuana in the state of Colorado, 
The Denver Post states that “homeless advocates 
agree that numbers have swollen, sometimes 
dramatically, over the past year.” According to The 
Telegraph, “Shelters say they are dealing with an 
increasing number of young people living on the 
streets, many of whom smoke cannabis regular-
ly.” Although several news sources have cited the 
legalization of marijuana in Colorado as a cause to 
the increase in homelessness in Denver, I believe 
that every homeless person’s situation is differ-
ent; there is not just one underlying problem. It 
could be caused by lack of employment, drugs, a 
mental disability or health related problem, or the 
result of a national epidemic. In Colorado’s case, 
some may argue that the legalization of marijuana 
spurred this increase in homelessness in Denver, 
but there aren’t any facts to prove that this is the 
case. I believe although marijuana is not the root 
cause for this increase in homelessness, it is at 
least a cause to the problem. Instead trying to take 
a stance on this issue, I have asked six people from 

different backgrounds and points of views to give 
their opinion on whether they believe the legal-
ization of marijuana in Colorado is a cause of the 
increase in the homeless population in Denver. 

QUESTION: Do you think that the legalization 
of marijuana has a direct effect on the increase 
in homelessness?

COLLEGE STUDENT, PARTICIPATES IN SMOKING MARI-
JUANA: “Yes it does have a direct effect. It’s a choice 
for an individual to smoke marijuana. If they do 
not budget their money properly, it is their fault.  
It’s all about responsibility.”

COLLEGE STUDENT, DOES NOT PARTICIPATE IN 
SMOKING MARIJUANA: “I don’t think it is because  
I don’t see how it would correlate to unemploy-
ment, because I thought with the legalization of 
marijuana more jobs would open up. These arti-
cles don’t seem to have proof as to marijuana 
being the driving factor. Their just saying there has 
been an increase in people ages 18-25 in shelters, 
which are college students. Honestly, the problem 
is probably just the economy; college is expensive, 
there aren’t enough jobs out there for people who 
have just graduated.”

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT, PARTICIPATES IN SMOKING 
MARIJUANA: “No, I think that with the legalization 
of marijuana it has caused an increase in people 
who are coming to Colorado so with a quick 
influx of people there isn’t enough jobs for that 
rapid of an increase in population. This might 
not be important to your argument, but DUI’s in 

Colorado have gone down since legalizing mari-
juana. Prohibition did not help during The Great 
Depression and it created organized crime.”

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT, DOES NOT PARTICIPATE IN 
SMOKING MARIJUANA: “I don’t think that it causes 
more people to suddenly become homeless. It 
may be that homeless people from other parts of 
the country relocate to where pot is legal in order 
to find jobs in the industry or use it medicinally or 
even recreationally, but I don’t think it is making 
people spend so much money on it that they 
“become” homeless.”

COLLEGE STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO, 
BOULDER: “I don’t think it has because most of the 
homeless people in Boulder are kids who actually 
have money; they just choose to live on the streets. 
So, since the law has passed I don’t think people 
have gone broke because it’s so cheap to get mari-
juana here.”

ADULT MALE: “Instead of blaming marijuana, 
blame idiotic legislation. Did they think of the 
aftereffects of legalizing marijuana? Did they not 
think these problems would arise? The argument 
for not smoking marijuana is that it causes you 
to be less productive, which could cause people 
to lose their jobs and even add to the increase in 
the homeless population of Denver. I don’t really 
know if I believe that it is the main cause for an 
increase in homelessness, but to think that legal-
izing marijuana would not come with any difficul-
ties was idiotic.”

There is not enough research to show which 
side of the argument is correct or not, but the rise 
in homelessness in Colorado has become some-
thing to be aware of. Each of these six various 
opinions given share a great view as to what has 
caused this shift in Colorado’s homeless popula-
tion, whether it is caused by marijuana or not. It 
will be interesting to see what actions will be taken 
into stopping this increase. Either way, something 
needs to be done to fix this issue.

features 
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CHANGING PRIORITIES: Some people living on the street seek to ease the pain and anxiety of stree living. 
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Three Awesome Hearts
A man gets a second chance to overcome his addiction

When I’m out in the field on a daily basis 
with The Bridge, I encounter a lot of 
amazing acts that cause me to reflect 

on the roads of life that I’ve traveled. I begin to 
see how the hearts of people can turn one’s life 
around. The heart is a swelling place of intimacy. 
What captures one’s heart will lead them to hap-
piness.

One day, I went to an established business to 
sell The Bridge. I met Gary, and he bought an issue 
of the May edition. Then he took me to the boss, 
Mr. Hammon, who purchased one as well.

Gary and I begin talking to each other about 
the times when we used to use crack, and what 
it did to our lives. Then, tears began to fall from 
Gary’s eyes. He said that if it hadn’t been for Mr. 
Hammon, there is no telling where he, his wife, 
and his four children would be today. 

Then he began to tell me about the amazing act 
that Mr. Hammon did for him.

Four years ago, Gary was in and out of rehab. 
He has been clean from crack for two years now, 
right around the time this incident occurred.

Mr. Hammon owns a furniture store here in 
Memphis. He has six employees: two drivers and 
four movers. His clientele will call him and donate 
top-of-the-line furniture and in turn Mr. Hammon 
will call his connections and see if there has been a 
special request for the furniture that he receives. 

Mr. Hammon has been dealing with unfor-
tunate men and women for about 27 years now. 
He has helped several people while they were on 
drugs, just getting out of jail, or homeless. He has 
always been there to supply a meal, give someone a 
ride, or a job. 

One day, Mr. Hammon left Gary in charge, and 
Gary intercepted a business call for Mr. Hammon. 
Two couches had been in the warehouse for four 
weeks, and Gary assumed that they were unac-
counted for, but they were.

Well, Mr. Hammon was a wise business owner. 
Every day during last two weeks, his inventory had 
been out of order. A worker informed Mr. Ham-
mon that Gary had been stealing from the ware-
house. So, Mr. Hammon had a friend of his call the 
store, and ask if there were any couches available. 
Gary stole the two couches and made arrange-
ments for them to be picked up. 

This ordeal would be unbelievable to anyone 
who does not understand forgiveness. It would 
seem like the thing to do would be fire Gary, call 
the police, and have him arrested for a theft of 
more than $500, thereby putting a felony on his re-
cord. But Mr. Hammon has seen this scenario time 
and time again. He understood that sometimes 
people need a break, a special break that might 
change their whole situation. And in this case, it 
did.

Gary has four kids: three boys, and one girl. His 
wife’s name is Joanne; they were high school sweet-
hearts. Gary joined the military, did a tour in Iraq, 
but when he got back home, he started doing crack. 

Gary worked and struggled with drugs. He still 

had a perfect driving record, so he was an asset to 
Mr. Hammon. The day this all happened, Mr. Ham-
mon called Gary’s wife and explained to her what 
had happened. Joanne pleaded with Mr. Hammon 
for Gary’s job. Mr. Hammon told her to bring Gary 
with her to the store Monday morning and the 
three of them would discuss Gary’s options.

Looking with an untrained eye, you would au-
tomatically suggest that Gary should be punished. 
Without a forgiving spirit, you might miss the les-
son that Mr. Hammon has for us all.

On Monday, Joanne, Gary and Mr. Hammon 
met before the other workers showed up for work. 
Now, the key to this meeting was honesty. Joanne 
explained to Mr. Hammon that this was not the 
best of times for her and her family. She told him 
that she was not working because of her high blood 
pressure, the kids needed shoes and clothes, they 
were behind on bills, she might be pregnant, and 
Gary had relapsed. They talked a little further, and 
then came to their solution. 

Before Joanne exposed that Gary had relapsed, 
he was in denial, not even honest with himself. He 
lied about the couch theft, he lied about the other 
times that Mr. Hammon had noticed his furniture 
missing. He kept on lying and lying until Joanne 
said, “Look! This man is giving us another chance 
for you to keep your job, and you want to keep 
on lying to him?” She was mad, so she hauled off 
and smacked Gary right across the face. Gary then 
looked at his wife and began to apologize to Mr. 
Hammon for what he had done, for all that he took 
from him. Gary finally admitted to what he had 
done.

Well, Mr. Hammon gave Gary his job back. That 
was two years ago, and now Gary is the assistant 
manager for Mr. Hammon. Joanne is finishing her 
degree in the medical field, and Gary has not used 
crack in two years.

According to Gary, Mr. Hammon told him this 
as to why he rehired him: “When I first hired Gary, 

I heard a voice saying, ‘Hire him.’” He listened to 
the voice, and Gary proved to be one he chose to 
surrender his heart to and help.

Mr. Hammon said that, “God wants us to go 
beyond our own personal limitations and act out 
the character that He needs us to be at those spe-
cial times. Gary was a special time for me because 
by Gary doing what he did to me, it was an op-
portunity to show him the opposite from what the 
world had been giving him. I decided to be a true 
blessing to him.”

What an awesome heart.

          

                    

Thank you 
Rhodes College, 
for continually 

supporting 
The Bridge!

BY T.A. ROBERTSON
Contributing Writer

Couresty of T.A. ROBERTSON



In August, Th e Bridge featured the Memphis 
Bioworks Foundation, a local nonprofi t that 
has been working to foster developments in 

the bioscience sector of the city since its establish-
ment in 2001.  By sponsoring startup business 
accelerator programs and providing facilities for 
medical research, Memphis Bioworks has cre-
ated 800 jobs for Memphians within 60 compa-
nies since 2010.  Th anks to this tangible success, 
Memphis Bioworks Foundation found itself to 
be the perfect candidate to head the Clean and 
Green Initiative, an initiative that, through energy 
conservation, hopes to stimulate the economy of 
Memphis.

As a part of Mayor Wharton’s larger Blueprint 
for Prosperity plan, the Clean and Green Initia-
tive was announced in December 2012 to encour-
age economic progress and prosperity through 
energy-preserving tactics.  As described on the 
Memphis Bioworks website (memphisbioworks.

org), the initiative is “a fi ve-year sustainability 
strategy for the City of Memphis that will create 
local jobs, reduce the City’s operating costs and 
improve the environment.”  Of course, the initia-
tive is only one sector of Wharton’s 10-year plan 
that is geared to lower the poverty rate in Mem-
phis by ten percentage points. 

Currently, the City of Memphis spends $40 
million per year on energy costs; the initiative 
aims to save $8 million (20%) annually with its 
fi rst phase focused on energy effi  ciency.  Specifi -
cally, Memphis Bioworks and its partner, Siemens 
Building Technology, will upgrade lighting and 
other equipment in municipal buildings and 
replace city streetlights with more effi  cient LED 
lights.  In fact, the fi rst energy conservation proj-
ect will begin shortly.  According to Allan Daisley, 
Director of Entrepreneurship and Sustainability at 
Memphis Bioworks, this fi rst project will focus on 
“energy effi  ciency at the Benjamin Hooks Library 
over on Poplar.  Th is is the fi rst project that’s been 
approved, and it is ready to go now; it will be 
executed in the upcoming month.  Th ere are also 
a number of other buildings in phase one right 
now.  It’s just the start of a lot of projects to come.”

Focusing on Benjamin Hooks Library and other 
future projects, Daisley says that Bioworks and 
Siemens will “look at the local labor pool and take 
local Memphians looking for work.”  For example, 
this library project will employ local electricians.  
In addition, learning and apprenticeship roles 

will be created for future projects, and Bioworks 
is even working alongside Southwest Tennessee 
Community College in order to off er job-training 
programs.  

Most importantly, employing Memphians will 
further rejuvenate the city’s economy.  Accord-
ing to Daisley, “We’ve been leading the initiative 
which basically involves projects around the city 
that will allow a return on investment save money, 
earn money, and create jobs along the way.  Th e 
basis of the initiative is rooted in sustainability — 
it’s important to do things that have an economic 
impact and put people back to work.”

Local workers will be the basis of the next two 
proposed phases as well.  Specifi cally, the second 
phase of the Clean and Green Initiative will focus 
on energy generation through the construction 
of solar panels.  Finally, phase three will initially 
provide recycling for all municipal employees.  
Later, phase three may also include programs for 
waste remediation, environmental clean-up, and 
energy-conserving waste and water management 
systems.

Right now, phase one of the project is under-
way. “So far, successes that we’ve had include 
gaining the city’s support, training, setting up, and 
having the fi rst project approved through City 
Council,” said Daisley.  “But our biggest success is 
being able to work with the city and getting them 
on board with the importance of sustainability in 
order to save money and create jobs.”
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A Clean and Green Economy
Memphis Bioworks seeks economic improvement through 

energy conservation

BY MADDIE MCGRADY
Staff  Writer

Courtesy of MEMPHIS BIOWORKS



I can’t describe what happened! I thought that guy 
was right; maybe the end was near.
   Fedex lost five planes. UPS lost three. Four com-

mercial flights lost a combined total of 1,300 lives. I 
lost count of how many single planes went down, or 
were still missing. As far west as Forrest City, east to 
Highway 72 past Collierville, everything went black. 
Amtrak and freighter trains coasted to a stop. Fortu-
nately, only eight tourists were lost on The Memphis 
Showboat. Before the National Guard and the Coast 
Guard could close the borders of Shelby County, 
people from all over the Southeast flocked to Mem-
phis. They came in droves.
   Three separate events occurred that caught my at-
tention. First, Not one F-14 from the Millington Navy 
base (Not to mention all the Air Force bases all over 
the west and midwest) took flight until after the EMP. 
Usually the boys who fly them birds of prey can’t wait 
to tango with a UFO!
   Second, the day after, the National Guard had an 
endless supply of car batteries. No one asked why; 
people were just happy that it wasn’t a fried battery, 
ecstatic even. (The media bloodhounds must have all 
had head colds?!) 
   Third, a blogger reported that an object crashed 
into the woods next to his property. When he went 
to investigate, men in black suits, waving badges, told 
him it was a matter of national security and for him 
to leave. He went home and put his longitude and lati-
tude coordinates on his site. I went to earthnow.com 
and put in the coordinates. It was in Osceola Ark., 
and I could see where something had knocked down a 
whole lot of trees. Whatever did it was gone.
   I tried to go back to the blogger, but his page was 
gone. I went back to earthnow.com and the same 
wooded area was untouched, pristine. (Men In Black 
Suits, spell TROUBLE!) 
   Those three things made the pandemonium playing 
out on the internet seem surreal. The NSA and FCC 
were in a take no prisoners war with hackers and blog-
gers. Whatever crashed in the Mississippi would pop 
up on a site, but by the time the footage of it was clear 
enough to see it, POOF! it was gone. It’d show up on 
another site only to be blocked again. After hours of 
reading eye-witness accounts, I gave up.
   The stations signals were back, but still no pictures 
or footage of whatever it was that crashed.(What hap-
pened to CNN’s footage!?!)Military experts, astro-
nauts, astronomers, and astrologers were guests on 
every station on TV, even ESPN! (Not one word from 
the International Space Station!) To me it was a bunch 

of white noise!
   All I wanted to do was get out of Memphis. Mom   
always said, “Son, follow your first mind”. I was trying 
to follow mine the hell out of Memphis! Only prob-
lem with that: The National Guard. Although a lot of 
people beat them here, once they set up shop, no one, 
I mean no one, could get in or out.
   I decided to see what was going on myself. I got on 
my bike and headed downtown. A three hour trip 
took me six hours. I had to go up a side street when-
ever I saw road block ahead. I was pissed when I got 
to the intersection of Danny Thomas and saw the 
armored tanks. Behind them, Guardsmen were put-
ting batteries into the stalled cars. I kicked my bike 
over and cursed for five minutes, if I would’ve waited 
I could have driven my damn car! On the way back 
home I stopped by Tana Liquors and got something to 
pacify my wounded spirit.

In the lobby of the Clark Tower, my neighbors were 
all abuzz about the event and the riots it caused. I 
stopped by the elevators to listen and have an easy 
escape before they could assault me with questions. 
When Ms G.ran over and shouted,”Brandino, why 
didn’t you tell us you were going out? We’ve been 
worried sick!” She then squeezed the breath out of 
me,”You’ve been drinking and driving, you could’ve 
been-” I cut her off by looking at the bike between 
us.”The riots you could have been hurt in the -”
   “Woman! Let the boy breathe,” Signor M. shouted at 
her. Out the corner of my eye I saw Jona’s bottom jaw 
hit the floor when he heard Signor M. call me boy. I 
was tired, sunburned -black people do get sunburned- 
and would probably need to eat a bunch of bananas to 
stave off the the cramps waiting to attack me tonight, 
but the look on Jona’s face was priceless! For the first 
time that day I smiled.
   “Ms.G, no one is stupid enough to go out looting, 
so someone can break into his home while he is out.” 
I said as I ransacked her kitchen looking for bananas. 
“Besides, the National Guard is everywhere. I was in 
more danger from one of them misfiring their M-16, 
than I was from being caught up in a riot.”
   “What’s it like out there?” Signor M. asked.
   “More or less what’s being shown on the TV, just not 
that much violence. I think it’s strange that there are 
so many Guardsmen here from so many other states, 
it’s-”
   “That’s today’s modern army, son; with them, we 
would’ve crushed the Viet Cong.” He said proudly, cut-
ting me off.
   I gave up  and didn’t mention the insignia’s I saw of 
Guardsmen from Florida, Montana, hell, even Ver-
mont, Vermont?! If Uncle Sam wasn’t ready, I wasn’t 

Black! Something didn’t feel right. In less than 24 
hours, Memphis was locked tighter than a miser’s wal-
let... And that voice in my head was screaming: “GET 
OUT! GET OUT!”
   I gave up on the bananna search and reached for Si-
gnor M’s grappa; Ms. G. huffed and slapped a banana 
into my outstretched hand and headed for the living 
room. Before I could settle down in the kitchen she 
shouted,”Ya’ll get in here!”
   On the TV, two fifty foot flat bottom boats were 
anchored about sixty feet apart in the Mississippi. The 
camera switched to a four star admiral who had to 
be standing atop the Beale St. Landing. The camera 
zoomed back to the boats. I could make out the letters 
USCG on the side of the one nearest the bank. What 
caught my eye was what was hoisted above the boat; 
the largest roll of green tarp I’d ever seen. It had to be 
forty feet long. It was slowly unrolling, being hauled to 
the other boat by ropes attached to pulleys. Covering 
the spot where ‘whatever’ crashed.
   “As stated earlier by White House correspondent...” 
The four star started with more national security crap, 
and droned on for 15 minutes, gesturing, looking seri-
ous, and being redundant. “In the days to come, traffic 
between Tennessee and Arkansas will resume. The 
reason for the tarp,” the idiot pointed over his shoul-
der, “is so curious motorists won’t cause unwanted 
traffic jams by stopping and trying to take pictures.” 
When did preventing traffic jams get to the top of the 
Coast Guard’s priorities? 
    “Like the worlds largest blind is going to help? That’s 
bull!” I shouted. “Ya’ll, we need to get out of Memphis, 
and now!”
   “We can’t Brandino,” Ms. G. started. “While you 
were out sightseeing, both mayors came on the tv, and 
said for all citizens to stay put and to stay calm.” 
   “She’s right Brandino,” Signor M. started, “with all 
the military here we have nothing to worry about-”
   “Everyone is too calm; that’s why I’m worried!” I 
shouted, cutting him off. “Something aint right, I can 
feel it in my bones. But I won’t leave without you two.”
   For a minute, it looked as if Signor M. was going to 
give in. But instead he said, “Son, at the first sign of 
trouble you are in charge. If you say we go, we go.”
   “Let’s sit back and enjoy the circus,” Ms.G. said, 
“Brandino, get the grappa and some glasses. And the 
bananas are in the hanging fruit basket.”
   Trouble, he said. What is it with New Yorkers? They 
were in Brooklyn on 9/11! I got the grappa and the ba-
nanas, all the while trying to silence that voice in my 
head that was now hoarse from screaming. Trouble... 
Like something from space,crashing into the Missis-
sippi River wasn’t trouble! 
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BY ISAAC BRYANT
Contributing Writer 

Flashes of Light: 4:11 PM, the next day

 Courtesy of DARREN JOHNSON



“I’ve been working here for about four 
months. I help sell all-natural poultry, 
eggs, pies, and vegetables like potatoes 
and garlic. My favorite part about 
the market is the sense of 
community by all the local 
growers coming together. Everyone here 
seems to have a universal desire to be 
healthy for themselves and their families 
and we are able to connect as 
a community though that.”

 —Shahin Samiei
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BY KAT MILLIS
Staff  Writer

The Cooper-Young neighborhood, located in 
Midtown Memphis, is known for having a wide 
variety of shops, restaurants and bars. However, 

there are other ways to get great food in Cooper-Young 
besides frequenting one of the popular sit-down restau-
rants. A year-round farmers’ market is held in the park-
ing lot of the First Congregational Church on the corner 
of Walker Avenue and S. Cooper Street every Saturday 
(8 a.m.-1 p.m.). Th e market provides members of the 
Memphis community with access to healthy, locally 
grown and aff ordable foods. 

Th e market is made up of an eclectic group of local 
vendors whose diversity makes the Cooper-Young 
Farmers Market so unique and special. Vendors vary 
in age, race and gender encompassing low-income 
vendors trying to earn a living and college students 
trying to earn a little extra money. As you walk through 
the market you can fi nd a wide range of delicious foods 
while enjoying music from local bands and even view 

cooking demonstrations. Vendors sell a variety of 
goods such as locally grown fruits and vegetables, eggs, 
breads, coff ee, herbs, and honey along with specialty 
items like homemade jams, and empanadas. On the 
fi rst Saturday of every month, artisan vendors partici-
pate in the market selling handcraft ed art, such as 
pottery, mosaics, jewelry, and other metal work. 

Many vendors are on the management board for the 
Farmers Market, which allows their voices to be heard 
before any major decisions are made. 

Caitlin Dupuigrenet took over management of 
the Cooper-Young Farmers’ Market four months ago 
and is already expecting some positive changes for 
the market. A new website went up this past week to 
continue spreading awareness of the local Farmers 
Market. In addition to this, they are working on design-
ing an over-head cover to protect vendors and shoppers 
against inclement weather for the year-round market. 
Collaboration between several architecture fi rms is 
underway to try and create a cover made of recycled 
material in order to make it as economically sustainable 

as possible. Th ey are also looking for ideas to repave the 
parking lot in an equally economical and reusable way. 

Along with having a wide range of colorful vendors, 
the farmer’s market attracts a wide variety of people 
from the Memphis community. Th e market is located 
on the MATA bus route 35, allowing access by public 
transportation and attracting people who may not be 
able to aff ord other means of transit. Th e market also 
caters to the lower-income population by accepting 
food stamps and actually gives these patrons an extra 
$10 to spend each time they use their food stamp card. 
In order to fortify their mission to promote healthy 
eating, the $10 can only be spent on fruits and vege-
tables. Food left  over aft er the market closes is given 
to homes in need, in order to continue to embody and 
give back to the Memphis community.  Th e Cooper-
Young Farmers Market is always looking to accept new 
vendors and welcomes you to stop by and experience 
the Memphis community in a new way.

Farm-fresh food, community values, artwork and so much more comes 
together at this weekly market in the heart of Midtown. 

FRESH FACES: Steve Fulwood, one of the owner-operators at Cold Comfort Farm, sells freshly-grown vegetables at Cooper-Young Farmer’s Market.

Couresty of Kat Millis

Cooper-Young Community Farmers Market “We started out by taking ceramic workshops in our free time, 
then when my son went to grad school I turned his room into 
a craft room. Now we come here once a month to sell our work.” 

“The best part about participating in the 
Cooper-Young Farmers Market is who you meet. 
Everyone is so nice and it’s great being part 
of such a friendly community.” 

—Susan Ferkin and Peg Holton 

“This is my fi rst year 
as a vendor and I sell 
metalwork like jewelry. 
The market is really cool 
and I enjoy watching 
the church community.” 

—Richard Madewell

“I’ve been a vendor for three 
years during the spring and 
summer artisan market. I make 
garden art sculptures that I create 
from materials I fi nd and buy 
from thrift shops. I love taking 
trash and making 
something 
beautiful out of it and 
the best part is selling it at the 
market because the atmosphere 
here is so great.”
—Sherry Law

“Today is my fi rst day at the farmers market. I am from Argentina 
and am a student at the University of Memphis. I am a part of 
the Women Workers Collective, which is a project of Workers 
Interfaith Network. We aim to help low-income women fi nd their 
independence to sell their products and services. At the market 
we sell specialty items like salsa and empanadas. We also promote 
our own personal services and encourage women to start their 
own businesses as well. So far the people at the market have made 
me feel comfortable and everyone has been so nice.”

—Carolina Quintana

“I am from 
Switzerland and 
also part of the 
Women Workers 
Collective. 
I promote my 
massage therapy 
business at the 
market.” 

—Nicole Christen
“This is my fourth year 
working at the Cooper 
-Young Farmers Market.
I sell a variety of fresh-cut 
herbs and plant starts that 
I grow here in Midtown. 
My favorite part about this 
market is visiting other 
vendors, the customers I get 
to meet… and the sales!”

—Susan Wallace

“I’ve been growing for the 
market for three years now 
and sell heirloom tomatoes 
and other vegetables. I like 
the Cooper-Young Farmers 
Market because it’s the 
only year-round farmers 
market in Memphis and 
the people here are great”

—Steve Fulwood

“I am from Mexico and this is my 
fi rst time as a vendor here. I sell 
tamales and salsa.”

—Eneydi Lopez
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“Being transgender, I try very 
hard to be passive and 

nonviolent. But sometimes
 I fail and have to fight. So we

 take self-defense just in 
case the need arises when 

you can’t run away.”
 - Toni Whitfield

BY LEE SILBERBERG
Contributing Writer

Homelessness is not a domestic issue; it is 
an issue of humanity. The entire world 
grapples with homelessness, the treat-

ment of those homeless, and the struggle to solve 
problems of homelessness. Frequently it seems 
that such conversations should normally encom-
pass the country of origin for those interlocu-
tors; however, the issue of homelessness, and the 
courses of action taken by countries around the 
world are as diverse as the humanity it concerns.

Before discussing the similarities, we should 
discuss the differences that separate country 
from country. Though it should be made clear 
that ‘country to country’ is a rather unfair stan-
dard for this kind of conversation. More accu-
rately put, it is the differences between cultures 
that lend themselves to the differences in laws. 
It is not the political borders of land that lead to 
the creation of laws that lead either to the conva-
lescence or penalization of homelessness, but the 
conscience or attitude of the people. In general, 
the difference between China and the U.S. home-
less policy — the former being a system of gener-
ally accepted subsidized or free housing and the 
latter being a generally unsubsidized housing — 
is not only simple economics question.

But this cultural schism is not the only dif-
ference. Economic power does play a role 
in the creation of anti-homelessness or pre-
vention-based homelessness laws. In India, a 
growing economic power due not only to its 
enormous population but also to technological 
company successes, is the perfect example of this. 
While there are plots of land are given to families 
of low income, the sheer amount of people pre-
vent the actual ratio of homes to homeless from 
being truly effective. Latin American countries, 
such as Colombia and Chile have the inverse 
system, where homelessness, especially among 
children is rife, but the monetary power is less 
existent in addressing the issue. This system, as 
opposed to the failings of the South East Asian 
system typified by India, lead often to crimi-
nalization or institutionalization of children as 
occurred in Brazil. 

The reason for discussing the differences first 
was not to end on an obvious “high note,” but 
to show that the similarities are the products of 
these differences. Differences in the treatment 
of homeless populations in Europe show this 
remarkably clearly. The treatment of homeless 
populations in Europe vary heavily, and the 
growing rate of criminalizing homeless “activi-
ties” in some countries can only be matched with 
the often brought up progressive nature of some 

countries. In fact, while the European Union has 
adopted a generally progressive attitude towards 
combating homelessness in Europe, some EU 
countries continue to have harsher policies than 
those experienced in other less economically 
developed countries.

The reason for 
this dichotomy is 
partially the divi-
sion between those 
that are considered 
homeless and those 
that are considered 
“rough sleeping.” 
This division can 
best be seen by the 
change in British 
law since the early 80’s, a move that has dramat-
ically reduced rough sleeping. It is estimated 
that less than 500 (half of which are in London) 
people sleep rough nightly, thanks to the no sec-
ond night laws, but it is also observed that there 
are nearly 85,000 households considered home-
less. This also contrasts quite obviously with 
current laws in Eastern Europe. Hungary, which 
as recently as 2013 amended its constitution to 
outlaw sleeping rough, giving it some of the most 
grievous anti-homelessness laws; yet such prac-
tices drew heavy criticism, even so far as to have 
the amendment be called unconstitutional. What 
is truly interesting about this, is that some of the 
described activities that were illegalized, such 
as selling items thrown in the trash or begging 

are either culturally normal activities in other 
areas of the world, or described as undignified 
even by the homeless population in Hungary.

What’s more, some countries have full benefits 
called for by Housing Rights Watch, while others 
in largely the same spot have little of these same 

benefits. Finland and 
Sweden, countries 
heralded for their pro-
gressive reforms and 
general population 
happiness, have all of 
the requested legisla-
tion, and yet Norway 
the third of the Scan-
dinavian countries has 
none of the requested 

legislation. This same oddity can be seen in Italy, 
Portugal and Spain, where only Italy and Portu-
gal have the requested legislation despite similar 
economic outlooks. Despite all of these countries 
having heavily socialist economic systems, some 
of them have similar legislative styles as a heavily 
capitalist country such as the U.S.  

What we can draw from this analysis is two-
fold. The first is that while legislature regarding 
homelessness is often described as capitalist and 
socialist, this dichotomy is grossly reduction-
ist. Secondly, homelessness is not the question, 
but rather a reality across the world, and the 
response to homelessness often reflects cultural 
desires as well as economic potency.

The treatment of homeless populations 
in Europe vary heavily, and the growing 
rate of criminalizing homeless “activities” 
in some countries can only be matched 
with the often brought up progressive 
nature of some countries. 

Homelessness Abroad
International views differ on defintions of sheltered

 Courtesy of AHRON de LEEUW
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On September 20, vendors, volunteers, sponsors, board members, and 
friends all came together to unite the currently or formerly homeless 
with the sheltered in The Bridge’s first ever fall fundraiser, Under One 
Roof. Between the dinner, dancing, art auctions, and special speakers, 
the event raised over $6,000 to continue production for The Bridge. 
Staff photographer Corena Hasselle captured the event. 

Photos by Corena Hasselle
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The Salvation Army
More than thrift shops and bell ringers

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: The Kroc Center works to nourish the mind, body and soul of its members, functioning as fitness center, arts venue, and church. 
Courtesy of JEFFERY JACOBS

BY LIZZIE CHOY
Staff Writer

I used to only associate the Salvation Army 
with thrift shops, volunteers, and Santa look-
alikes who ring their bells in the cold winter 

for the Red Kettle Campaign. So naturally, I had 
no knowledge of the wide array of programs and 
services the Greater Memphis Salvation Army 
provides. There is a mission that goes beyond just 
raising money to fund shelters, to help people turn 
their lives around, and to build a stronger Mem-
phis community. I recently met with Linda Miller, 
President of the Greater Memphis Salvation Army 
Women’s Auxiliary, to learn more about the pro-
grams.

Linda, a native Memphian, was invited by a 
friend to learn more about the Auxiliary. She 
didn’t know much about the Salvation Army at the 
time. Before serving as president for the Women’s 
Auxiliary, she worked in the field of criminal 
justice in various positions, such as on the State 
Parole Board for 10 and a half years, as a warden 
of a facility for 5 years, and in the Shelby County 
Crime Victims Center. As if that was not impres-
sive enough, Linda also spent six months working 
at Stax, and then served as the Director of Ronald 
McDonald House. She retired from the Crime 
Commission, but then rejoined the workforce for 
eight months to head the Family Safety Center. 

After a long, accomplished career, Linda elabo-
rated on why she joined The Salvation Army 
team: “The Salvation Army programs addressed 
so many of the issues I worked with: victimiza-
tions, spousal abuse, substance abuse. It gave me 
a chance, even though I was retired, to address 

those issues.”
The Salvation Army Women’s Auxiliary is the 

support group for all of the Salvation Army’s 
programs, including the Purdue Center of Hope, 
a Salvation Army center where three shelters are 
located. Beyond fundraising efforts, the Auxiliary 
supports the shelters at the Purdue Center in a 
variety of ways. The Women’s Auxiliary supports 
the Single Women’s Lodge, a place for homeless 
women, and the Emergency Family Shelter, where 
mothers with children can stay and receive short-
term assistance. 

There is also Renewal Place, a long-term pro-
gram designed to help homeless mothers who are 
substance abusers. Renewal Place is unique in that 
the women are able to bring their children with 
them, so they are able to keep their family togeth-
er while undergoing treatment for the two-year 
duration of the program. In exceptional circum-
stances, the Salvation Army can also serve as an 
emergency center when temperatures get very hot 
or very cold. To qualify for any of these programs, 
individuals must first contact MIFA (Metropolitan 
Interfaith Association), which helps facilitate plac-
ing clients with services across the city.

Finally, there is the Kroc Center, which serves 
as a community center and church. Joan Kroc 
first donated $1.5 billion to the Salvation Army in 
2003 to begin funding approximately thirty Ray & 
Joan Kroc Corps Community Centers around the 
United States. Through a Kroc Foundation gift in 
2005 and a local fundraising campaign, the Kroc 
Center of Memphis opened in 2013 and continues 
to be self-sufficient through memberships.  

Mrs. Kroc chose the Salvation Army for her gift 
because of a Salvationist who used to tend to her 
elderly mother. Every Kroc Center must meet a 
few requirements: they must be a place of worship, 
address the arts, be visible within the community, 
and reach out to serve different neighborhoods 
across the city. There are a wide variety of ameni-
ties including an art gallery, an aquatics center, 
child watch, fitness and sports facilities, rooms for 
community events and party rentals, plus a wor-
ship and performing arts center. Linda lit up when 
she told me, “The exciting thing is that it does 
reach all across the community. It can be as simple 
as being a place to exercise,” Linda said, “but there 
are such broad cross-sections of people we see: 
grandparents and grandkids, black and white, and 
many more.”  

The community is encouraged to get involved 
at the Kroc Center by joining as a member or by 
attending one of the many family-friendly events. 
Coming up this month is the Fall Fun Bash on 
October 31, which will include games, a costume 
parade and trick-or-treating. Soon to return 
during the holiday season will be the Angel Tree 
Program in which people in Memphis can buy 
and donate items on a child’s or senior’s wish list 
to provide them with a Christmas surprise they 
might not otherwise receive. In addition to that is 
the familiar Red Kettle Campaign, which used to 
be the only Salvation Army fundraiser that I knew 
about. But after meeting with Linda, I gained a 
greater understanding of what kind of impact the 
Salvation Army can truly make, changing lives as 
well as whole communities.
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Ah, the good ole days of summer. Yep, summer 
is ending, schools are opening (hooray) and fall 
will be here before you know it, then winter. Many 
people are ready for the scorching summer to end. 
Ready for the lazy days of fall. The homeless will 
be ecstatic, not many die in the fall. Those who 
couldn’t make it to the soup kitchens in the swel-
tering heat, will eat better and sleep better. Sure, 
some of them will still be outside, but it will be 
cooler, and with fewer mosquitos. Organizations 
feed in the sweltering heat and I wonder do they 
consider how we survive. 

When people see us sweating, looking pale and 
sickly, their first reaction is to think we’re probably 
on drugs, that’s why we look like that. Sadly, wrong 
again! We are homeless!! We are out in that 95-de-
gree heat all the time. We are not eating properly, 
nor able to shower when we want, let alone change 
clothes too often. Lord knows we can’t afford our 
medicine, with killing co-payments and all. Sure, 
some are addicts, but just remember, we were once 
productive members of society. Some incident of 
life cursed us to lose everything, and almost our 
souls. For some, death is an attractive answer. For 
others, drugs and alcohol offer mental incapacita-
tion.  Others still just won’t give up. These are the 
end results of going through a traumatic incident. 
Most of us had not touched drugs or alcohol until 
homelessness became a part of our lives. 

So as you end this summer, remember us in your 
prayers. Not just because it’s the right thing to do, 
but because we pray for you every day. So that 
you wont have to go through what we have been 
through, and some are still going though. Guess 
you could say, “we are paving the way for the fu-
ture non-homeless!”

Imagine Vegan Cafe is a family owned and operated vegan cafe specializing in 
real food for real people!

The vision of our cafe is all about compassionate eating. It is a place to
come and enjoy a meal, a snack, or just a dessert without causing

harm to any of our animal or human friends. We opened this restaurant with the
intent to have a place where you never have to worry what is in your food,

to offer vegan style foods that are unavailable anywhere else, and most
of all offer a place where you never feel like a weirdo for ordering food

without animal products. 
 2299 Young Ave | (901) 654-3455

BY VEYSHON HALL
Contributing Writer

Kroger faced no legal charges for hiring the individual 
who gunned down a child over the price of a pack of 
cigarettes. They did change their security policies as an 
act of remorse for this hideous spectacle. The life of a 
child for a pack of cigarettes; these things happen.
   Deranged and psychotic people often find their way 
into law enforcement. They slip through the cracks, 
disguising themselves as protective angels. But all the 
while, waiting for the chance to legally kill another 
human. Out of racism? No, due only to the character 
of the individual. To shoot an unarmed man at close 
range shows no sense of compassion for human life. A 
life that could have had purpose. One cut short by an 
irrational person filled with rage. A person who found 
their way into murder.

Death is final; something most of us consider to be a 
near unspeakable reality. We must live to regret a final-
ized young life. Why was it done? The officer had many 
options. Execution should not have been on the table. 
Many officers will risk their own lives not to kill an 
armed suspect. They will negotiate and call the person’s 
family, all in an attempt to get that person to peacefully 
lay down their weapon.

The media says that Michael Brown scuffled with 
the officer and tried to reach for his gun. This may be 
the “mitigating circumstance” to acquit the officer who 
killed Brown. Michael Brown was a dangerous person, 
a wild animal. At least, that’s what his executioners say. 
Aggressive and frantic. Perhaps hopped up on weed, 
like many teenagers are. 

Being an African American, I fear black teenagers 
more than I would a white policeman. I have been at-
tacked by about five black teenagers while minding my 
own business in a public park. By the grace of god, a 
white officer was cruising down the street. He jumped 
the curb in his squad car, and they scattered. He man-
aged to run one of them down on foot. He didn’t shoot 
him in the back, even though he would most likely 
would have been exonerated of the shooting. After all, 
this was a felon fleeing from an aggravated assault.  

I am not attempting to glorify white policemen, nor 
am I attempting to demonize black teenagers. The kill-
ing of Michael Brown was a specific incident that had 
far less to do with race than we have been told. Rest in 
peace, Trayvon and Michael. Let the law run its course.

To end my ramblings, my point is that Al Sharpton 

and Jesse Jackson should attack black-on-black killings 
and black-on-white killings, not just leap out of thin air 
every time racial tensions arise. 

Sharpton and Jackson may have sincere motives, but 
clean up your own house first. Let Sharpton and Jack-
son rally against black gang violence, crack addiction, 
prostitution, the spread of HIV among black communi-
ties, and black prison populations. Our house is filthy, 
but they indict a system that is as naturally flawed as the 
individuals in it. White and black.

No person is above the law. If our legal system truly 
lets white men get away with killing black teenagers, 
then we need to impeach President Obama, along with 
most of our government officials. 

Let each incident of violence stand on its own and be 
judged on its own merits (or demerits). White people 
have no control over the actions of white individuals 
that shoot black teenagers; just as black people have no 
control over black individuals who gun down teenagers 
over a pack of cigarettes. 

Clean up our own houses before we riot and plunder. 
Let the black community analyze itself before we cast 
stones against racism.

Standing Our Ground, cont. 

A Summer Ending



In 1984, the Brooks Museum hosted its first Arts 
in the Park event under the Art Today program 
with the intention of uniting visual and per-

forming arts in a weekend-long community cele-
bration. The event boasted dance performances, live 
music, sculpture exhibits, local cuisine, and hands-
on participation in artistic demonstrations. 

Since then, the success of the festival has prompt-
ed the formation of the Memphis Arts Festival, now 
RiverArtsFest, and has involved over one million 
citizens of the community. For 20 years, the pro-
grams have invited the public to engage with art by 
experiencing it firsthand, learn about the history of 
art in our Memphis community and larger society, 
and celebrate art’s creation and its existence as a 
form of expression. The festival provides a space 
in which Memphians and visitors from across the 
Mid-South can share their experiences and per-
spectives through a collective engagement with art 
forms. The RiverArtsFest organization strives to 
create access to a diverse array of art experiences, 
foster understanding around unique art forms, and 
investigate the local heritage of the city of Memphis. 

This October 24 through 26, the festival will cel-
ebrate its twentieth anniversary in the South Main 
Historic Arts District in downtown Memphis, where 
it has been held for the last seven years. Friday eve-
ning is a free preview event that coincides with South 
Main’s traditional Trolley Night, and Saturday and 
Sunday each have an admission fee of $5 to support 
the festival in future years. The festival is accessible 
by most major streets downtown and is situated near 
many free parking locations. The district is also home 
to many of Memphis’ best permanent art galleries 

and restaurants. 
Festivalgoers can expect to see nearly 200 artists 

at the event with galleries full of paintings, glass, 
photography, ceramics, wearable art, toys, metal, 
and jewelry in the open-air, juried artist market. 
Other attractions include over 50 live local musical 
acts across three stages, ranging in genre from jazz 
to Louisiana cowpunk, street performances includ-
ing a mime and belly dancers, participatory demon-
strations hosted by Artists at Work and Hands On 
Art, and three food courts worth of Southern cui-
sine stationed around the festival. Four vendors will 
also be selling beer and wine at separate stations. 

The event includes exhibits and attractions specif-

ically for children, and community members of all 
ages are encouraged to attend the festival. Several 
featured artists at the event currently work with 
students from 10 Memphis City Schools through 
the Art in the Schools community outreach initia-
tive, which is funded by money raised at the annual 
festival. Children under the age of 10 receive free 
admission.

For a list of featured artists, musicians, and food 
vendors, as well as more information about admis-
sion policies and a printable map of the venue, visit 
riverartsmemphis.org.
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BY EILIDH JENNESS
Staff Writer 

RiverArtsFest Fosters Art Appreciation and Community

Couresty of RIVERARTSMEMPHIS.ORG
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Happy Halloween!

Halloween Word Search

Color in the Scarecrow! How many words can you 
spell with the letters 
H A L L O W E E N ?

Jokes
1. What does a hungry ghost want? Ice scream.
2. What runs around a cemetery but doesn’t move? The fence.
3. Who did the monster take on a date? His ghoul-friend.
4. What’s a vampire’s favorite fruit? Neck-tarines.
5. Why didn’t the skeleton cross the road? He had no guts.

Brownlee Farms: 
314 Skating Rink Road 
Red Banks, Mississippi 
(901) 626-0855

Cedar Hill Farm: 
8 Love Road 
Hernando, MS 38632 
(662) 429-2540

Fletcher Farm: 
8343 Munford Giltedge 
Road
Burlison, TN 38015
(901) 476-9257

Jones Orchard: 
6880 Singleton Pkwy. 
Millington, TN 38053 
(901) 873-3150

Priddy Farms: 
4595 North Germantown 
Rd. 
Bartlett, Tennessee 
38002 
(901) 314-0670

Tom’s Farm: 
1665 Murrell Road
Rossville, TN 38066
(901) 853-0997

Pumpkin Patches
Looking for the perfect place to find that 
one of a kind pumpkin? Check out these 

local pumpkin patches!
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Thank you for sponsoring 
Under One Roof!

Bill Piacesi, Focus for the Good 
Matthew and Lennie Ponseti 

Mr. Lee Harness

Stephanie and Richard Banks 
The Leonadi Family

Scott Schneider


