Rear Adeiral Frank Akers : i
Memphis Mavel Alr Station g
Memphia 15, Tennessee

9&&‘!‘ Mﬁl Akers:

: zx-.a.o.m,,mmwazmwnwma,m
Juet called my attention to something that may be of interest to your
successor, oFf som® of your associates on the Base, and I pass along this ides
to you,

You may have noted in the papers regently and in editordal conments
the fact that Southwestern at Memphls is inaupwreting & new language laboratory,
dosignoed not primerily for students,thoush this will follow, but for the use of
e¢ltizeons wishing to learn the slements of some of the more unueusl and exotie
lancunpes for purposes of travel, study, or just their own x&lufmﬁ.m. Among
these will be ineluded one or more brands of irable, . Hihddi, Portusuese, lodern
fobrew, some of the Seandanavian langueges, ctes A mm@law almnt of this,
slse, 15 making available to students from other lards who are in Memphis (there
arc \msny about 60 connected with lurber, cotton or something) wﬂ courees
in basie English,

It ws in this lost connection that Professor lmbry lenwnd somovhere,
posaibly in Vashington, of the lavy's interest in contraot o :
mrovide fnglish training fer foreign personmel who might be making a
gtay ot come base or other oporationsl center, As I understand 1, um are
frequently reesived for several menths missions from other countries, ond that
ofton these persons wish to perfeet their English widle here, ‘hether or not
thic is the case at your station, I do not lnow. Amyway, I an just ealling to

 your attention this possibility for the long future and trust that you will
~ placge this letter in the hands of the proper persen who will be earrying on

later. I suspeet that 4t will take us until summer to get owr orzamization
filly workings and sinee this is & sort of a pioneer project, not too many
materials are yet available, The poople at Georgetown University are the most
advanced in all of this lansuage work in the United States and have made thome
sclves available to us for consultation and advice, e believe that we will be
the only sellege approaching this matter from the citizen's polnt of view first.
A meber of colleges have had lamruage laboratories, which we expesct to dewvelop
also gradually, for undergraduates, At present we do what In general is cone
sidered better, namely give conversational practice to all languare students
by direct contact with a native spesker for two hours a woel over and above all
of the regular course requirements, As the nudber of studonts grows, however,
we will have to use tapes and other mechanical devices.



Near Admiral Frank Alers e : 3/1./58

We certainly snjoyed seeing you and your wife a few nights ago and
thoroushly enjoyed the evening, While we regret that you are going to leave
your post here, wo rather envy you the opportunity for the new experiences

- whieh will doubtless awalt you elsewhere,

Cordislly and sincerely,

Peyton He ihodes
PiBiom

beCe = Dr, Jo O, Bmbry
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