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Despite the advent of s pring with all its beauty (and rain), 
Washington seems unable to respond. Watergate , and i t s after
math, have cast a sense o f numbness on the entire a t mosphere. 
Perhaps the reaction i s understandable, but a c oup l e o f points 
should be remembered. 

First, Watergate was an inexcuseable crime , and as such must be 
dealt with in a court of law. Those who seek to blame our en
tire free system are, a t best, irresponsible. The v ery· fact 
that diligent investigation, impeccably honest j udicial -pursuit, 
and indignant political r eaction have occurred is evidence that 
our form of government is working very well indeed. I know of 
few other countries who would be so fortunate. 

Secondly, it is from mistakes that we learn. The c limate of re~ 
form has never been better. Campaigns are too l ong and involve 
far too much cost. These problems can be dealt with responsibly ; 
It's important that this negative scandal be fol l owed by a posi~ 
tive response in terms o f fundamental governmental and electoral 
reform, for that is the greatness of our system. 

Spring is a time of renewal. Because of my faith in you and in 
the spiritual essence of freedom, I know this natio n 's integrity 
remains intact and will continue to grow. 

Yours, l!i!if/ 
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!WHAT'S HAPPENING IN LEGISLATION •• •• we finally 
:won hearings on my Constitutional Amendment 
regarding busing. It had taken close to 2 

!years of bargaining, cajoling and pleading to 
1get this- far. However, I'm not satisfied with 
1the outcome. As I pointed out to the members, 
Cong-ressmen and Senators aren't the ones who 
should be testifying. Let's schedule hearings 
in this nation's communities where busing is a 
fact of life. Only then can the Committee 
'fully appreciate the agony and disruption 
caused. Hopefully, they'll heed my suggestion. 
If they do, I believe a relief bill would pass 
almost unanimously. We are not going to let 
this matter continue to fester, regardless of 
the desire of some to "wish it away." The 
Congress must act. 

CONSUMERS •••••••••. As a member on the Commission on Consumer Fi
nance, I discovered there is broad discrimination against working 
,women and families in financial areas. My new legislation, if 
!passed, will attempt to remedy this problem. What many fail to 
:realize is that more and more women are working ; more and more 
of them are the designated heads of households. If they are 
denied credit solely on the basis of their sex and if the wife's 
income cannot be calculated together with her husband's when 
they want to buy a house, then they are effectively denied full 

!participation in the free enterprise system; and this is some
!thing our country should not tolerate. 

My involvement with the Commission on Consumer Finance also 
brought to light the frustrations of inaccurate and unfair bil
lling practices, and credit card fraud. Last month I introduced 
the Truth in Lending Act Amendment of 1973. It takes a balanced 
approach to protect the consumer without drying up sources of 
credit or raising costs. 

TAXPAYERS •••••• The cause of budget reform has taken on new mo
mentum this session. When I introduced S.40 to curb excess 
federal spending, I felt it would be a long and involved process 
before the majority of a somewhat "stubborn" Congress would pay 
much attention. Not so. I'm really excited about our prospects 
for reform now. We are seriously studying comprehensive re
form that grew out of hearings recently conducted by the Joint 
Study Committee on Budget Control· The goals ~f the new bil l. 

S.l541 , are quite similar to those of S.40, the pioneer bill in 
budget reform. I'm totally committed to this reform effort and 
am optimistic that this session of Congress will hand the Ameri
can people a good and workable spending limitation. 

A SOLUTION ••..• If anything positive is going to come out of the 
Watergate Affair, it may well be in the area of improving our 
election laws. I have recently proposed major election and cam
paign reforms, and the response has been remarkable. Thankfully 
there are a great many people, in and out of government, who 
realize the time for fundamental change is now. 

Basically, my approach would first require each candidate for 
federal office to designate a single campaign repository. All 
contributions would be made to this institution, and all expenses 
paid, by check, from it. Each week they would publish a list of 
each contribution, whether in money or in kind, its amount, and 
from whom it came, together with a list of all bills paid, to 
whom, in what amount and for what purpose. I would also limit 
the huge costs of campaigning today by limiting all paid adver
tising to the last 5 weeks of the elections. 

' /fn essence, it seems to me the central objective of any true re-

lform must be to let eople know what's going on. Full public 

I disclosure, givingrali the facts, will do more to safeguard our 
free process than any other single step. If people know what's 
going on , I have every confidence they have the ability and the 
integrity to make the right choice. W )vu.' 

Draped around the neck of an elephant 
is not one of my all-time favorite 
places to be. And one thing's for 
sure - I don't plan to be found there 
again! It all happened last month 
when the Ringling Brothers Circus 
came to town, and the sponsors asked 
Senators and House members if we would 
like to ride in the parade preceeding 
the show, a charity performance for the 
underprivileged. My daughter Hutchie 
thought that was a "super idea!" The 
night scheduled for this "super" event 
just happened to be her birthday •••.•• 
you can guess the rest. 



;lOUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES •• • •••• War has a devastating effect 
on virtually everyone involved. Occasionally however, some
t h ing meaningful grows o u t of this oftentimes incomprehensible 
a nd senseless conflict. One s uch case involves 32 fourth and 
fifth grade students from Bethel Springs , Te nnessee who asked 
me to deliver their letters of thanks to President Nixon for 
his efforts in ending the war in Vietnam. 

The children had closely followed the peace talks every day 
with absolute wonder. Once the announcement f inally came t hat 
the peace agreement was signed, they were fi lled with joy. Their 
teacher, Mrs. Hodge explained, "I was met a t my desk by 32 of 
the happiest and most jovial faces ever seen ! " 

Mrs. Hodge then suggested the y write the President to tell him 
o f their appreciation. They couldn't believe it was even possi
ble. She also suggested that along with thei r letter to the 
President each child submit a drawing of an i dea for a commera
tive stamp that would help everyone remember his feelings a bout 
the coming of peace. 

Last week I personally delivere d the letters and drawings to Mr. 
Nixon. He was so pleased that these youngsters had taken t he 
time to express their gratitude, and asked me t o pursue the 
possibility of a commerative stamp personally. Of course it's 
too soon to tell whether we' 11 get the stamp, but the U.S. Pos·t 
Office has taken the unusual step of accept i ng the childrens' 
d e signs directly. Normally, they require a description of the 
p roposals in writing and do not a ccept the design until much 
later in the decision making process. 

I'm tremendously proud of these children and their teacher , a nd 
hopeful one of the designs is selected. I t's a fine way to 
make us remember ••••• Below a re p i ctures of some of the children 
and the presentation ceremony i n the President's Oval Office . 
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