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; Who should decide how ~-ahead with . blueprinted de- ."That's a ·big creek," says . build a highway is to make-it 
~ and w h ·ere expressways / signs dated 1967 to •build at th'e state ' high_way chief. straight and flat," Mr. Pryor 
should be. built .through the the surface level. And it is "And everytlling in the. park . snaps. 

1 nation's Cities? 1 widely ·believed in pro-sur- would drain · into ·. that big ·. Just this sort of conflict is 
• ·At present, state highway 1 face circles that those warit- hole in the ~round . I don't going on in many American 
.depar,tments decide. Engi- · ,in:g a depressed freeway to want to . put my name on cities. 
neers, . with mountains of minimize road ooises in the · something that just won't . "We are all car .owners 
t~affic-tlow charts, map out /' park, as well as the Mem- work." and .highway . userS,," but we 
tli,t strcughtest, c h e a p e s t 1 phis :public . generally, .. are don't want them destroying 
f~eways to accommodate 1 simply· tiring of the park 4st week, the mayor dis- our front lawns •nd·the char-
tl)j endless line . of cars ex- / s~gle of lo5 years. · · patched Mr. ~axson · and acter of qur ;comm .. . unities::. 
I t d · I Public Works D i r e c t o r ~>&~e . m.l990 ?r ,beyond. . · . . . Charles Blackburn to Wash- says architect 'Kassabaum. 

§! The mterstate highway / e 1de~ of depressmg the ington where they were At present, · t!i~ state high-
pftlgram has inflicted seri- park portion of the e.lCj)ress- joined <by state highway offi-· ~ay depa~e~ts of .Ute· na- .. r . ' 
~ damage on many Ameri- 1 way dates back to last cials to see the federal ad- .. .fl?Jl ~ . tit¢ tnghw!ly plan-
t~ cities. We are now at a spring wh~n federal adminis- · m i n is t r .~ tor-to-be. They , nmg. ~v~n~ua'lly, 1f a ~u-
~mt of crisis. This is urban : trator Bndwell - after a , heard what they thought tually ~eptabt~ solut~on 
Sl,l,icide," the president of the I' trip to Memphis - ruled the they would hear. canno~ ~ found, ·. th~ City 
American Institute of Archi- freeway must go through the "It would be a good deal . Counc1l Wl!l have to !i~~~.e by 
te{:ts says. . . . · park. But he added an unex- cheaper (to build at the sur~ the. state h1ghwaydec1s~on..,.. 1 

~ ''George ~E : .. K~ssabaurn, l h pe. chted sugge.stion that stad~e face) than to depress the ex- ~~lch could also be an mdef- ' 
/ . IA's president and a ·Jead- 1 lg way en.gmeers u~ a - pressway through the park," , . m1te postponement. · 

~~St. Louis architect, is one I pressed deslg~, a prov~o not said Mr. Turner, who has no . · · ·, 
bt many people in h' h I well accept~d m Nashville. . power until he is officially . In ·ns d!!s~· stu(ly; . ~pe '~" ;> 

· • ·T _ ~ ,_ 1g State Highway Commis- AlA a 1 on · · · w1'th other J - - _, appointed and confirmed. - ' · · . 
--~--- - --

1 
sioner Charles Speight decid- Mayor Laeb's position has groups, suggests "des1gn re- 1 

"places across the country_ ed ·two weeks- ago to stop ,never changed. He favored view committees • . . that ' ~ 
/Mayors, city councils mem- expressway work and see .going through . the ·park · a · · include · engineers, · planners-, · 

hers,. state higltway commis- I what the Nixon administra- ·year ago when that was open architects, social scientists, 
sioners, federal highway ad- I - tion's view would be. ''Any 'to question . . Yesterday he loca~ Pli!>Jic officials.and·in· 
minil!tratqrs, univerSity ~ I engineer that would recom- 'said: ''I'd like ,to see it .built, · divtdual-C'itizens;" ·· · 

'ciologists and psychologists I mend we build that mon- as drawn ...., without. fut'ther · .. IQ. Baltimore, a team of I 
studying the: urban scene - I strosity ' (a ,depressed free- · delay : and without changes federally· ·backed planners. rwho are beginning to ques- i way aCJOss the park) ought (t6 depress it). The time for ~at ~ven included· a psychol-

11 
tion whether the cheapest, I to have his head .examined," action is· now -it's time to ogist has persuaded officials :J 
straightest. and simplest ex- / he said. get this· system completed." .; to . consider alternatives to a 
pressway ·route is always the l City engineer Maxson has The state highway chief. freeway . route, previously 
best: . . cited two •points against the says he has a City Council •' · deemed · iriunovable, that ~ 

idea -overall, it would cost resolut. ion adopted last April ., .. would sl1'ce a net.'ghborhood ....__ · 1 4.5 million dollars more be- . , 
~ '"' quest on Is demanding saying it wants freewaY. con-.:.:t in, ·half. ;Another ""'sign team , · M h . cause of depressed drainage . , "'t" 

an answer IIi emp is- not • construction reqUired by struct10n to proceed . "as ,:t is at work on an ()ld freeWJlY 
just talk. , . Lick Creek running through presently pI anne d," and:•·· dispute 'i~ ChicagO:: .... 
'•In Qverton Park's 342 1 1 the park and; as well, are- knows of no conflict .between: ,, The 1\'lA officia't asks, why 
shady acres, the quesion 1 quired syphon-and-pull;)p sys- the state Highway,. Depart-: /s· h' 0 ti 1 d expreS$way land 
boils down to a choice that is I tern could malfunction ("and me~t . -and ~h~ .• counCiL. .. ~ ··· • h<!~ghJ _by the state rein~ in -~ 
about to 1be.·made: Depress one ' time or another, it will,"' don t know 1f 1t s necessa.I7::• :,Iargely vacant e~ept for 1ts 1. • _ .. .': J1 - ~ 
the e X p r e s s w a y portion says Mr. Speight) and flood that we talk to th~ council~ ~· COnCrete '.strips? 'Why cannot -1 r ' 
thro,ugh the park, or build it . the high-speed traffic ·artery. We have ,a ~eso!utlOn from . :buildings be planned to : --~· • 
at surface level. . · . . / them ~ccep,tmg our · r?!:l.!~.:· . straddle and . wrap-a~und ; fz;,. 

;For depressi~g · it: '. The 1 and design. · . · · ~ our. expressways attractive- , ,;;t;. 
:- J ( Mr!j. G~en A.wsuJ?b says ly? The 'City would then ga:in \ , i-14~ __. I 
______ .---- , last y_~ar.s resolutiOn was taxable land · and bui~dings : YIJ- ·~ . 

Cit'y Council and former fed- 'adopted With the understand- : . t . id or' losing it to ~ei- r ~· ' 
eral highway administrator ross ITT LIBRAR'l -ing th.at Mr. Brid:ven~ s .. ~de- m~ ~n,; "Ys. he Says. . t 
Lowell Bridwell, now out \)f ""r . ) pr-ess·it:' suggestion would · .. p,r ~: ~ · ·•· :. · 
fllice. · MEMPHIS, TENN. 1 ·be .follQw~. "That certainly . . The key of course is con-
~or building at surface: was my understanding." .. trol of the'money. Ali federal I 
:'The Tennessee Highway De- To be certain the state un- gasoline taxes n~w by law 
p a r t m e n t, Mayor Henry 1 derstands the council's posi- must go to stat~ highway ~e-
Loeb, . City Engineer Tom tion, Councilman Downing J_>artments .for .high~ay bu1ld- I 
Maxson and, apparently, .Pryor introduced and gained mg - ev~!\. 1f. a c1ty wants 
·federal highway administra- adoption of a second rel!o,lu- so~e. other trans1t sys~em. I 
tclr-designate Francis . Tur- tion last Tuesday backing a . H~g~ways, · expressways , 
aer: depressed design "sufficient- are, m effect, free . However~ """''--~ 
. : (i;oosiderable pressure is · l ly deep to keep trucks and if a city wishes a subway., it 
now being mounted to go 1 other motor vehicles below must h.ave a referendum m 1 

' the natural ground level" so which its citize!)s vote to tax 
1 as to be unseen by parkvisi- themselves for that privi-
1tors. . lege,". Mr. Kassabalim points 
1 "The only thing these engi~ · out. . Qnly . Con~ress can 
•neers can thi,t of when _ ~_!l.:_y _ _51:Ycl~!:.._thae _ · Y 
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