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The Ti ger Rag, i\1emphis s tate Univ ersity , ~ l em ph is , Tennessee 

By Jack Powell 

An important figure in the fight 
to stop an expressway from bull­
dozing through overton P ark is Dr, 
Arlo smith, - profes sor of biology 
at s outhwestern at Memphis. Dr. 
s mith is president . of citizens to 
preserve overton park (CPOP), 
which is leading the fight against 
city hall. 

After receiving a masters de­
gree from Northwestern Univer­
sity, Dr. Smith received a Ph.D. 
fro m the University of w ashington 
at seattle. He has been president 
of the Tennessee Academy of Sci­
ences, is a fellow in American 
Association for the Adv ancement 
of science and other scientific or­
ganizations. 

Dr. Smith has been at south-

western for 24 years and has held 
the rotating chairmanship of . the 
Biology Department there. 

'The Tiger Rag: You' r e on re­
cord as opposing .the present plans 
to build an expressway through 

Smith: It'll be approximate ly300 
feet wide (the expressway) and 30 
fe et will be destroyed for con­
struction easement and then r e- , 
turned to the city. The re will be ! 
a pedestrian overp:l.s s 18 feet high . 

April 22 has been designated as 'the National En­
vironmental Teach-In, a day of nationwide action on 
campuses and in local com munities to examine the 
facts about the pending environmental crises. co­
ordination of efforts has been taken over by a stu­
dent-run national office in washington, D. c. 

overton park, right? 
Smith: Yes. 
The Tiger Rag: Why? 

with a long approach r amp. The 
expressway will be five feet above 
ground instead of being sunken. 

The r e will be a· wall in the neigh­
'· borhood of 12 feet high to keep 

. ~ the automobile exhaust pollutants 
fro m entering the zoo, but the 
traffic will keep the air stirred 
up and the wall probably won' t do 
much good. 

The director of the zoo and the 
zoo veterinarian have both been 
opposed to this project because of 
the known da mage to zoo ani ma ls 
that a nea rby expressway will 
cause . 

The playground and the wading 
pool will be partially r eplaced by 
p a rkin g lots . P r o- expr essway 
people say that none of the facil­
itie s will be affected, but the play­
ground and the wading pool wil l 
defi nite ly be affected. 
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I u 
t l A biologist, in a fight to ~ 

~ prev e nt the expr essway ~ 
1. through 0 vert on. park, *' 
r says traffic near the zoo f 
~ will be dangerous to ani- t 
1 mals living the re. " Run- 1: 
~ r i n g an e x p r e s s w a y "' 
~ through the pa rk will wor.. ~ 
~ sen the pollution in the } 
[ park." - Turn to .pages ·4 f 
?~': and 5. ) 

Also the expressway will be a 
bio logi~a l barr ie r to the wildlife 
of the park. :\!any animals w ill be 
ki lled tr ying to cross the expn•ss­
way: Boy scouts fr om sev~~ n s tates 
have offici ally r ecognized t r a il s 
which will be obli te r ated by the 
expressway . Also , ROTC used the 
par k to lay out compass tra il s , 
so m1~thing which will be a Jot 
h a r d e r when the e x p r e s s w a ) 
comr!s thr ough. 

The use of the park by high 
· schoo l and college ecology c las ses 
Will be CUrtailed . SOmP hUgP t rees 
over 350 yea r s old will be de­
str oyed. The wildli fe protec tion 
a r ea will bE> diminishPd . P r opPr 
zoo expans ion will be seven•ly 
hinde r ed. T he P.Xpr essway wi ll def­
ini tely contr ibut e to both a ir and 
noise. pollution in the pa rk itse lf. 

·The Tiger Rag: Wh:lt a rP you 
doing about the expresswa~-·~ 

Smith: We havP. a motion to . 
s top expressway proc1~ed i n g s 

th rough the park unt il a better 
plan is presented that will do 
much less da m:1ge to the pa rk. 

The Tiger Rag: What kind of 
opposition a r e you faci ng'! 

Smith: The opposition of those 
who place gr eat emphasis on th~> 
dolla r much mo r e than the liva­
bili ty of futur e 1\lemph ians . The 
opposit ion incl u d e s pa rticular ly 

· the r ea l estate inte res ts and down-
town businessmen who fear the de­
te r ioration of bus i:.ess and >usi-
n s s s if more p..~op le ar e not / 
fu nne ed downtown. 

.r. ho iger ag: Do you think 
dow1 town ould be s a\·ed without 
running the exp c sway t ou&h 
t e pa k? 
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niversity , ~lemphis , Tennessee 

E xpressway cons truction will repla ce Boy Scout trails . 

Smith: T here wPre over 20 al­
ternate plans for the r out", some 
of which would certain!~- ha VI.> he en 
found to >e fe:~sible and prudt>nt 
and which would havt> savt>d the 
park. With all th<> r <> al estate 
transactions already having b•~., n 
made, it is ver y doubtful that an 
altt>rnate r oute could now lw found. 

T he T i ger Rag: How aaout a 
tumwl or a monorail'? 

Smith: Tunn<'ls :1rt> lwing USt>d 
more and m o rt> throue-hout thP 
co:.~nt ry . On<> "in pennsylva:1ia has 
been statPd to cost $GO million 
for its one milt> (tunm•l). Accord­
ing lY, a tunn!-'1 und<>r most ofOvt>r­
ton park should cost four- fifths 
of thi. . Yet thPr<> art> those who 
arp guessing :;: 107 million without 
having adPquatt• statistics to prove 
it . 

Tlw de fens P says thP tunnPl 
would have to hP 20 fPel dePp 
bt>caust> of trPP roots, l 1ut trPPS 
don·t havE> tap r oots that dt>ep . . 
If a complPte horPd tunnl' is i m­
pos si h ~-'. c<> r tain!y a cut- and­
f'O\'Pr d<>sig·n would co<;t ll'ss than 
:;:;;o mi llion. Tlw tunnPl shouldn't. 
havP to have 3 40- foot lll<'dian 
t>ithPr. Incidt--ntall~·, thP tumwl will 
not c;)st tlw \!<>mphis taxpay<>r onl' 
cent dirt--r.tlv. 

A ::Jout - thP. monor :Ji l. Som<' sort 
of m:1ss tr ansit is going to bl-' 
necPss::~ry in tlw next 3') _,·pa r s. 
Expressways h<o>coml' i nadt>quatt-­
t e m •: :n " n t the\ arp finishPd. 
:\lass transit should he finane<>d 
b:,· som..- of tlw 4 cents a gallon 
g solinP tax th:Jt now goPs in:o 
tht> FP.dt--ral Highway Trust Fund, 
a 1 of which must be used fo r 
h ' g-hw::ty bui lding. It" will take a 
c ongressional act to do thi s . 

\ lass t r ansit vehic les like the 
monorail can practir.ally elimi ­
nate noise and chPmical pollution. 
Runn ing an expr essway thrnu_sh the 
pa rk will wor sen the pollution in 
the park, whereas a t unnel could 
be constructed so as to r emove 
most pollution and a monor ail 

wo~!.d r.a use VPry littl<> polluf:ion 
a.1d noisl-'. 

:vlonor ai l s could move many •. 
morP pPople in a shortPr length 
of lim<> . PPOPlP w i ll sooon haVE~ to 
givP up hl'ing .able to dr ive tlwir 
car any placP tlv~y want to go. 
In pl ac.<>s like Nt>w Yor · C i ty, 
many pt'opl l' simply take thP sub­
way or a taxi. !\l emphi s must l ook 
fo r war d to a situation lik<> this a.1d 
to high- densit\ population living 
(no si ngle f.::t.milr dwelline:.s anv-

more). T his i s whpn• 1\Jemphis 
will nl-'ed a lot mnr e park l and 
i nstPad of getting rid of what we 
havP now . 

Th<>v t ook ~0 acr es off Riverside 
park,· 25 ac r es off Overton park, 
t lwv· re pl anning to take some oft he 
north side off Audubon and they·re 

planning an access roa~ througn 
Davy crockett par k . wnere w1ll 
it stop? 

T he T iger Rag: What are people 
who feel as you do up against? 

Smith: T he pu!Jlic i s not being 
i nformed -of the facts involved in 
putting an expressway through the 
par k not through r adio, TV or 
the pape r s. !\-lost of the informa­
tion they get is incomplete, bear ­
ing towar d omission r ather tha.1 
commission. T he public 1s he ng 
l eft out not i 'J!">i. )Uf .,;UP, far we 
r cpr 'S'-;nt th~ people of :\1elnpt,\s. 

For example, the plans for this 
expressway h:ne never been pre-· 
sented to the public where they 
would be aware of the immensity 
of the damoge that would be done 
to the park . The park commis­
sion has repeatedly opposed the 
expr essway thr ough the park and 
has gone on r ecord of such by 
resolutions. yet they are _quoted 
as approving the expressway and 
feeling that it would enhance the 
value of the park. 

The City council voted Urlani ­
mously that the expressway should 
not go through the park and that 
another satisfactory r oute be found 
ou:side the park. If no such feas i -

ble and prudent a 1 t e rn a t e were 
found . the express\vay was not to 
go through ·the park, bu: to be o~ 
the northern edge of the par · ana 
North parkway. 

The Tiger Rag: Why did the 
council change its mind ater ? 

Smith: Under duress a1 pr es­
sure by the !•eder al Highway A-"l ­
ministration and state H.ighway 
Engineers, th~ City council re­
luctantly voted by a majority of . 
one that ~<there appears to_ be no .:·. 

feasiblP and prudent alternate·• 
route and they gu~ssed the ex­
pr Pssway would have to go through 
the park. · 

Nothing el se was ever said about 
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t aking it off the northern edge of 
the park . The alternate routes, 
which were apparently official , 
went th r ou g h the southwestern 
campus, the National Cotton coun­
cil parkway House and Snowden 
School; and the one south of the 
park went through the First Baptist 
Church, an exclusive neighbor ­
hood, hundreds of apartments and 
the parkv iew Home for the Aged. 

These two routes wer e appar ­
ently presented only to show how 
much cheaper it was to go through 
the park, rather than seriously_ 
being considered as alternate~ . 

· T he alternates did not appear m 
the official plans and only ap­
peared when opposition to the par k 
r oute seemed immi nent. 

The Tiger Rag: y ou spoke of 
pressure be ing applied to the C1ty 
council. what were the dt!ta1ls? 

Smith: In two " hearings" in­
volving opposition of the express­
w ay thr ough the park, required 
transcripts were alleged to be 
defective because of malfunction 
of the equipment; and much of the 
testimony needed by the secr etary 
of Transportation for his decision 
about the par k rou':e was deleted. 
The deletions were of the testi­
mony of the opposition. sounds a 
little suspicious, doesn't it? 

The Tiger Rag: A r e ot er poli­
ticians receiving the same pres­
sure the City council received? 

Smith: Both Representative J ack . 
smith and congressman Dan Kuy­
kenda:I mel with a certain amount 
of threatened political persecution 
if they opposed the expressway 
going through the par . 

The Tiger Rag: ·. What do you 
mean by .. ,persecution?' ' 

Smith: They were told that if 1, 

they r elished a po itical future in 
the city of l\1emphis, that they' d 
better abstain from interfering 
with highway develop ment. 

w e· re said to b~impeding pro­
gr ess in ~!em his. If the destruc­
tion of such badly needed parkl and 
is impeding progress, we•ll find 
in the fu~ure that we• re much mor e 
short of the 45 per cent of the 
r ecoinmP.nded amount of parkland 
W P have 1 ow. 

We know w e r ework i ng :1gam st 
po itici ans who knuckle under to 

the r eal estate an ot er busi­
ness interests a d the l obbyists 
or auto manufacturers, r eal es­

tate promoters, concrete, as .alt, 
petr oleum interests -and steel, and 
t i s is an al most impossible com­
bination to fight. 

T his is what i s found al ov r 
the United states, not just in !\!em­
phis . Until the public is compl etely 
in ormed through all news me · 
and takes · an interest in w at is 
happening to them, our futur e s 
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