
CQYJt Requests 
~ 1-40. A'lternates 
Architect ;Harro-ver ~sked 

. To Present ~deas tOn 
Overton IRoute 

Memphis architect Roy P. 
Harrover was asked by United 
States Dist. Judge Bailey 
Brown yesterday to testify in 
the Overton Park expressway 
hearing to offer alternative de
sign proposals for the routing 
of Interstate 40 through the 

,J>a:;_ Harrover had written 
Judge Brown Friday, saying he 

· ~as prepared to present. in 
court a number of compromtse 

:proposals which he says would 
·minimize damage to the park 
, and help overcome esthetic ob
. jections. The hearing begins 
Monday. 

· Mr. Harrover, president of 
, the Memphis chapter of the 
American Institute of Archi
te: ts, said yesterday, "I 'have 
prepared 10 alternatives, any 
of which would be an improve- , 
ment over the design as it now t 

'stands. . 
"The first and least expen

sive proposal is simply to 
eliminate the 28-foot median 
'strip between the six-lane high
way and substitute a median 
wall similar to the barrier on 
Interstate 55 south of Crump." 

Other proposals, he said, in-
. eluded construction of 18-foot t 

·etaining walls on both sides of · 
the highway, thereby eliminat-
. ing the necessity of sloping the 1 
land and saving a maximum 
width of 50 feet on each side. 
"And, the highway co!Jld be 
either partially or completely 
covered with a tunnel above 
ground. 

"The more of the highway 
that is covered the less noise j 
there will be in the park and ~ 
the better it will look," lle 
said. "The surface tunnel 1 
would be covered with dirt and 1 
cultivated with grass and oth- I 
er plants. Of course, the longer 
the tunnel, the more sophisti
cated the ventilation system , 
would have to be and the more 1 
lighting would be required.' ' 

He said the last and inost 
expensive proposal would be 
to ''completely bury the high- ~ 
way and cover it with dirt. " 
He ·did not estimate the cost of -
any of the 10 alternatives. 

Requesting that Mr. Har • 
rover be available to testify, 

~ Judge Brown said in a letter to 
him, "While it is difficult to 
say now, I would probably 
want to ask you to testify as a 
witness of the court if none of 
the parties desire to offer you 
as a witness. I would prefer, of 

.course, that you testify as a 
witness offered by one of the 
parties." 
. "I would prefer to testify as 

a court witness," Mr. Har
"rover said, " because I'm tak
ing a middle-of-the-road ap
proach, and I don't want to 
appear partial to either side." 


