
11eanng VVIII J<esume ·On Monday \ 

Numerous Expressway Memos Revealed \ 
Attorneys for obj·ectors to Perel st t ' t ' t 't ... 1 

t l 0 ' a mg ,,3 J Js t 1e sua! to find a natural area of park with "significant qual i-
Je n•rton Park express- opinion" of " those who tl · · 1 1· · f · way ha\'e fl. led a dossi·er l·n us size am qua tty tn a city icatJOns ." He wanted the 

know" them that thev would It · tt bl th h d f Federal Court conta1·n1·n"' 10:; • · · · JS r egre a e at t e roa a oat or two lower 
u be in favor of the park route. c d · 1 · d 0 cum en t s which s'how, ·oncernc governmental Wtt 1 nddition:\1 pedestrian 

I h. However, he tells Stark bodies approved the location and vehicular ovcrp:1sses . 
among ot 1er t mgs, that a that he can't a nticipate hO\~ f h' federal highway 0 f f 1• c 1• a 1 ° t 15 expressway in this The plaintiffs r ecord fi!ed 

~ Mrs. Gwen Awsumb, Fred beaut'ful 't k H compiled a background 1'nfor- 1 CI Y par · · · ow- with Judge Brown goes back 
~ Davis and James L. Ner·ters eve · 1 ~ 

t . c· c r, smce approva was to a lette r written in 19J-6. 
ma JOn report on 1ty oun- would feel about the routing. · 't · 
cil officia ls ·back in 19GS and ~ven . 1 . 1 ~ necessary under The documents also in -
speculated ahead on what Another document is a let- e PI OVISIOns of the Federal elude a letter of March ry3 
their feel ings might be about te r of March 4, 19G8, from Htgh:vay Act ~f 1968 that all 19Gl from \V. S. E.ollard -ol: __.--
t he park route. Oty Councilman Lewis. _Qg-:f' ro:slb\e pl~n~m_g bh under- Harl and Bartholomew >vrit-

The doc u m en t s were /nelsQ.!!_ to Mrs. JohnHines; · t~ en ~ ,mwtmlze arm to t en to Herbert M. Bates. of 
t urned over to U.S. Chief 1396 Carr, ·stating. "Dear- itar d~ t . 1 d .t he Tennessee Highway De-
District Judge Bailey Brown. Sara ... I am convinced in e cumen 5 me u e a;partment, i'eferring to dis-
Judge Brown said he would my own mind that the origi- Lett~r from Mayor HenrYi cussion of the cast-west 
study them this weekend but nal decision was tota lly . ...,.~~~flp_e Oct: 16, 1969, · route at the public hearing 
allowed The Press-Scimitar wrong and the action of the 1 equestmg ast actwn to ap- held in March of 19G I. 
to go th II · · c ·ty c · · · prove I-40. Loeb encloses a . . 

m·er e co ectwn m . I"" . omm1ss10~ m approv- letter to him from Thomas . Pollard md1catcs tha t •· rhe 
advance. m, Jt (the rout~n~ through Prewitt, attorney for the [mal r esult was that the pro-

John W. Varda man, Wash- the park) to me 1s mexpltca- M h' p k C . . posed route (throuoh the 
l·ngton D C d Ch 1 F ble Mr Max o (T 1\1 emp ts ar omm1sswn k) h 0 

, .. , an ares . · . · ~ n o:n ax- stating that the P ark Com: par was t e most ci_esira-
Newman, Memphis, two of son, C1ty ~ngmeer) VIrtually mission has negotiated t b le from the standpOint of 
the attorneys, told Judge admitted m response to my u·t·chase F M d 1° cost" and sta tes t ha t "the 
B I h d t . tl 1 · P ox 1 ea ows Go f . 

rown t 1at t e ocuments, ques JOns 1e ot 1er morntng Course f r Sl .11 . d route wtll be depressed 
were selected from the ad- that the only reason the ex- that the 1~1one \r:ats ~~nc~~~e through the park." Poll~rd 
ministrative record "filed bv pressway was put throu_gh from pavment Irom the stat a ls? ~tatcs that the medta n 
the Department of Transpor- the park was that the c1ty for Ove-rton Pa k L 1 ': _stnp m the park expressway 
ta tion." al:eady owned the land and Vol e "P ·ew·t~ ·u oeb t~ b) Js wide enough so tha t aclcli -

Vardaman a nd Newman this would n:e~n less disturb- acti~n on It-40 :n orJ!:~ ta~t ti?nal lanes might be added 
s aid the r ecord consists of ance for extstmg homes an~ jeopardize the Fox Mea~ow~ Without taking parkland. " 
m ore than 8,000 pages l ~ss ,;rouble of land acqutst- purchase." ..... Another letter in the fil es, 
" many are not directly-rele- twn. On Oct. 24, 1969, U.S. As- dated June 24, 1964, is writ
vant to the issues. For the The plaintiffs - Citizens to sistant Secretarv for Urban ten by Clau~~~D.!;m,gur and 
convenience of t he court we preser ve Overton P ark, System and Envit=omnenT s tates tnatthe Bureau of 
have selected a number Mrs. Sunshine K. Snyder wrote Volpe a memo recom- Public R oads and the State 
which we believe are impor- William Deupree, the Na: m eifCITilif1hat the park road Htghway Department have 
t ant." tiona! Audubon Society of be fully depressed. indicated ~o the city officia ls 

The trial will go into its New York and the Sierra In a letter on May 8, 19G9, tha t the htghway had to go 
. fifth day Monday. Club of San Francisco- are Swick said he found " it not through ~ye_rton Park or r Defendants are expected tryillg to prove that under feasible to depress the high- there WOUIQ oe no h tghway 
to file similar documents the new park preservation way in the Lie!< Creek area at a)l. 
when they present their side. and environmental protec- of the park and has given However, on J an . 1G, 19G:J 

The documents are m ainly tion laws John A. Volpe , approva l to the concept of t hen . Secretary of Transpor-
inter-office letters and mem- Secretary of the U.S. Depart- pattial depression." t a twn AI.anJ3.cyrl wrote, not-
os. I~en~ of _Transportation act- On May 2~_9, ili.car.~ng t he City Council vote~ to 

The m ulti-page lette r giv- e ' arbitrarily and capri- Gray, of. the Office of Envi- approve the pa rk locat10n 
ing an evaula tion of the new ciously" in his selection of ~a! Impact, wrote a ~nd that i ~ would have "been 
City Council member's atti- the route a nd did not de- memo to Rex Wells Chief mappropn ate to disregard 
tude and background in for- termine that alternate r outes System?" and- i..ocati; n Divi: their vote unless it 1vas clear 
mation about t hem was writ- were " feasible and prudent" sian of the Bureau of Public tha t a feasible alternative 
ten by J. C. Cobb of Nash- before routing the h ighway Roads, asking that no deci- exi~te? ." Boyd said that the 
ville, division engineer of the through the park. Under sian be made on the design m a]onty of th~ _community 
federal Bureau of Public these environmental p rotec- in the park without coordina- n:ust make. deciSIOns on con
Roads, to Harry E . Stark, tion laws it is r equired that tion with the Division of Ur- f!Jctmg soc1al values such as . . 
r egional federal highway ad- such a final decision be ban Systems and E nviron- the cost of displacement ver- \\y'~' 
ministrator of Atlanta . Ga. made by the Secretary him- ment. On May 26, 19G9. the\ sus the need to p rotect , / 
Stark had r equested the in- self. record sho·Ns ----mat ~i .__p~r~~~~-------- __ lj 
formation . Included in the documents wrote to Mrs. Anona Stoner' - ------ ---- - --- - -/! 

. . given to Judge Brown for his i rl.Mem-p~ls indicating that! I ,;flO YT UTEV1' .; 
The Ct_ty Counc1l members .~rrusal is a letter written by the location of the route'~ , · · · 

took off1ce on J an. 1, 1968. y/{_:_ D. B~n. U.S. Assistant t~rough the park was a deci- j SlBSTlTLTES'' 
The letter tram Cobb -~ SCCreta ry for Urban Svstem stan made In 19G8 and was • 
~tark was wntten on Jaii. 19, a nd Environment on rY!arch based laraelv upon the judo- I SC:\DAY 10 :50 A.'H. 
1%8. Cobb told Stark. " I ob- 20 19i0. ' m ent of th~ City Council. o 

t a ined th is information on --y-1, 1 ;i 
each Counci lmen as best I " . .e ette r s tates that the On Nov. 4, 1969, Volpe ap- I 
could bv contaot ina peoole JOute through the park , p raYed construction of the 
who are" well infor~ed ~nd hall eve ~·, was chosen by ~-he I east-west route through the j 
_ , , . . • Memphts Mayor a nd Ctty t- -~-
lm~v. tJ.e ~ouncdmen. It JS Council and by the Tennes-~ 
t hetr best Judgmel~t I do n~t see Highway Department. 
contact the C?unctlme_n (dl· not by any federal rr· . I . 
rectly for the mform atJOn) ." " O tiCia r 

Cobb wrote: "l\'Iy r eport . . . . Braman also states 
. . . that oy the time Vol pe took I 

on each Council man g1vmg off'ce " tl 1 · 1 d , 
1 · b '· d . 11 I 1e p anntng 1a 
us · ac,.,groun as ~~e as oone too f . t . (I . 11 

his business or profession " . a l .0 canst. ~~ re- · 
and whether he is for or versmg the pnor deciSIOn to ; , 
against the present 1-40 loca- go through the park." · 
tion is as follows: An unusual inter-office me-

"Downing Pryor - Down
ing Pryor has been in the 
::w tomobile business for a 
number of years . .. is a 
civic minded individual . •. 
1t is t he opinion of several 
people that know Mr. P ryor 
tha t he would be for the park 

~'2-t:.t~ : : ·." 

"Wveth Chandler - Mr. 
Chandler is inclined toward 
a political future. He is an 
independent public spirited 
citizen . .. He is for build
ing the park route without 
further delay .. . 

"Billy Hyman - Mr. Hy
man is prominent in busi
ness affairs of Memphis, is a 
r etail lumberman . . . This 
is h is first venture into poli
tics . . . He is an independ
ent in his voting ... He is 
labeled as favoring the I-40 
park route . . . The alter
·na te location would t ake one 
of his lumber mills a long the 
L & N ra ilroad ... " 

Cobb then goes on to give 
the background of J . 0 . Pat
terson Jr., J erred Blan
chard, Tom Todd, Bob 
James, Le1vis R. Donelson, · 

' W. T. McAda ms and Phillip 

mo of Feb. li, 1967, from E . 
H. Swick to E.J;;. Turner is 
also contained in the admin-

f:
.stra tive documents fil ed 
vith Judge Brown. Swick 
vas then the deputy director 

of the U.S. Bureau of Public 
Roads, and Turner was the 
director of the Bureau of 
P ublic Roads . 
~ .... ...... _ - I 

Swick's memo states "The \ 
attachments concern your 
request that we look into an 
elevated I-40 across Overton 
P ark in Memphis. The dis
cussions aren' t too conclu
sive, but a pparently the 
structure concept was reject
ed by the park people them
selves. It is important, as I 
see it, not to r ock the boat 
right now. The new Gover
nor and the new Highway 
Con·.missioner both have 
reaffi rmed the location, the ~ 
design is well a long, a nd if 
we call now for a re-examin
a tion Mrs. Stoner (Mrs. Ano
na Stoner , secretary of Citi- : 
zens to Preserve Overton !1 

P ark) and company will I 
soon be in full cry. I r ecom- AI 

mend no r e-examination. I 
don' t believe t he elevated 
structure would be that bet- I 
t er a solution." ' 

Including in the documents 
is a July 18, 1969, letter of 
Secretary of the Interior 
Walter H ickel to Volpe r e
questing that the park ex-
~~·~ssway be placed in a tun-~ 

~Hi eke; tells Volpe that " a!- l 
t ho u g h pedestri an cross- · 
walks are provided the ex
pressway will ac tua lly cut I 
the park into two separate 
areas. Overton Park is a 
heavily used 350-acre pa rk 
wi th a variety of outdoor 
recrea tion areas. It is unu-

- • -'-.... . .:.:.: - .. ------- -- --- -------- - -

"CAN WE 
K~OW GOD 


